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staff over 
vaccine

Smart Bee getting 
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Three bureaucrats, including the deputy minister of Health and 
head of the Covid Secretariat, ignored health recommendations

Don't judge officials 
who travelled: Cochrane
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Mark Etheridge and two other Air Tindi staff members spent all of Tuesday plowing off snow in prep-
aration for the one-kilometre airstrip's opening on Wednesday at the Air Tindi float base on Great 
Slave Lake. Opening dates vary and some years it can open as early as before Christmas, Etheridge 
said. The runway requires at least 45 centimetres of ice before aircraft can take off from and land 
on it, he added.
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Correction
In the Jan. 6 Yellowknifer story 'No trust in my 

fellow officers' which appeared on page 7, Lisa 
Hann's job title at the time of the Jordan Chalie attack 
was inaccurately described. In fact, she was a senior 
officer in charge of the high security area. She was 
working under the acting deputy warden of operations 
at the time. Yellowknifer regrets this error. 

NewS
Briefs

Downtown Covid-19 testing site 
moved near Folk on the Rocks

The Yellowknife Covid-19 testing site will 
move on Thursday to its new location at 108 
Archibald St., near the airport.

Thursday will be the last day people can 
be tested at the Primary Care site and starting 
Friday everyone will be directed to the new 
location, David Maguire, spokesperson for 
the NWT Health and Social Services Author-
ity (NTHSSA), said in a news release issued 
Thursday morning.

The move is happening to ensure the 
testing site has "adequate surge capacity" 
and to reduce the burden on operations at 
the Yellowknife Primary Care Clinic, where 
Covid testing had been administered since 
2020.

The site will enable better patient flow, 
adequate parking and better meets infection 
prevention and control requirements includ-
ing appropriate air handling, according to 
Maguire. It's six kilometres from the down-
town.

"With vaccine roll-out under way we are 
feeling positive about our response to Covid 
but it does not mean that the threat of intro-
duction to our community has vanished," said 
Sue Cullen, CEO of the NTHSSA. 

A shuttle service will be introduced for 
people who can't transport themselves to their 
testing appointments.

Those individuals can call 446-1194 to 
book a spot on the shuttle after they have 
made their testing appointment.

– Blair McBride

Man kicking boot at RCMP 
faces 15 days for assault 

Brian Macleod was sentenced Wednesday, 
Jan. 6, to 15 days imprisonment for kicking 
his boot at an RCMP officer at the Inuvik 
RCMP detachment in May. 

Macleod, convicted of assault with 
weapon, had been picked up by the police on 
charges of mischief and was stripping down 
in his holding cell when he kicked his boot off 
and hit the officer in the chest. 

The officer was wearing his protective vest 
at the time and was not injured. 

Macleod, 31, lives in Yellowknife. 
The court heard that he was a record of 

prior violent offences though this was his first 
assault on a peace officer.

– Natalie Pressman

Issues with Covid Secretariat 
8-1-1 phone line persist

If NWT residents are on hold with the 
Covid Secretariat 8-1-1 phone line for longer 
than five minutes, they should hang up and 
call again, Kami Kandola, chief public health 
officer, tweeted on Thursday afternoon. 

Technical issues with the Covid Secre-
tariat 8-1-1 phone line were first reported on 
Wednesday.

"The system is putting some callers on 
hold when there isn't a queue," Kandola 
explained in a short statement on twitter. She 
said "the team is working hard to figure out 
what's going on."

The 8-1-1 service is staffed from 8 a.m. to 
8 p.m. to answer questions about Covid-19, 
determine if an individual should arrange 
testing, field complaints of individuals not 
following public health orders and provide 
information for additional resources. 

Callers outside the NWT can reach the 
service at 1-833-378-8297.

– Natalie Pressman

Dingeman Van Bochove is looking to 
keep the city's heritage alive with his recent 
purchase of the former Yellowknife Radio 
building, neighbour to the historic Gold 
Range. 

The building, which stands at 5012-5014 
50th St., dates back to 1952. Harold Glick 
had been operating his Radio and Record 
Shop out of a fourteen-foot-by-sixteen-foot 
shack and obtained permission to erect a new 
building to expand his business. 

Glick sold radios, televisions, furniture 
and jewelry at the downtown shop until 1968 
when he took what became known as Radio 
Limited to the 50-50 Mini Mall.

Since then the lot has held a number of 
commercial tenants, often overlapping in 
their occupancy. Through the decades, the 
building has housed: Lizel Fabrics, Mod-
ern Paint and Flooring Limited, Munch-
kins clothing store, the Gold Range Arcade, 
Flowers by Candlelight, the Yellowknife 
Pawnshop, For Men Only clothing store and 
the most recent tenant, Smart Bee Conven-
ience Store and Gifts. 

Van Bochove, who takes over the building 
from the convenience store, said he hopes to 
restore the old storefront to its former glory. 
He envisions a restaurant with props that pay 
homage to the town's mining history. 

With zoning bylaws, however, it's not yet 
clear whether or not Van Bochove's vision 
will be possible. "Worst case," he said, "it will 
be a retail space." 

Van Bochove is the owner of Summit 
Roofing Yellowknife. He said that he took on 
the project as a way of keeping his crew busy 
through the winter and of giving back to the 
city of Yellowknife. 

He declined to disclose how much he paid 
for the property, though the building was 
listed for $299,000 last January,  a fraction of 
the original $459,000 price tag.

While Van Bochove said he and his crew 
knew what they were taking on, the building 
is in rough shape. He said he is committed to 

"saving as much as I can of the building," but 
that "the initial quality is so poor. It's really 
hard to save that."

In the coming weeks Van Bochove said 
he would have a better idea of what the space 
will become and how much will be restored. 

"It is great that there is somebody in 
Yellowknife willing to invest in fixing up 
old buildings, especially in the downtown 
core which is slowly becoming nothing but 
vacant parking lot," Ryan Silke, Yellowknife 
historian, said. 

Silke explained that Glick, on top of 
selling and repairing radios, electronics and 
later home appliances, purchased the first 
television set in Yellowknife in 1954 – "even 
though there was practically no reception," 
Silke said.  

Glick was a Yellowknife town council 
member for a number of years in the '60s. He 
sponsored the Yellowknife Radio women's 
softball team and was involved in the start of 
the volunteer run CFYK radio station until 
the CBC took it over in 1958. 

Yellowknife Radio Ltd. was a long-time 

business, operating from 1948 to 1986 until 
the Glicks sold to Roy Williams. In 1994 the 
shop changed its name to Radio Shack, and is 
now known as Roy's Audio Video Unlimited. 

"In a way, the business is still around today 
even though it has changed owners, names, 
and services," Silke said. "The building rep-
resents not just a long-serving local business, 
but an important Yellowknife family.

"I hope they can bring some life back to 
that street," he said. 

Van Bochove hopes that "if this renova-
tion works out well" someone might be 
interested in buying the Gold Range next 
door. He said he was looking into buying it 
himself but that the 1.5 million dollar price 
tag is "ridiculous.

"It would be great if we could save 
the building so that in 100 years, people 
could still see how the downtown core was 
developed," Van Bochove said. 

He said he "doesn't know how long the 
Gold Range will still be here" but that he 
believes revamping the former Radio Ltd. 
building "could uplift the whole area."

by Natalie Pressman 
Northern News Services

Natalie Pressman/NNSL photo. 

Dingeman van Bochove, owner of Summit Roofing Yellowknife, is taking 
over the Smart Bee Convenience Store property hoping to restore it to its 
former glory as the Yellowknife Radio Building. 

Entrepreneur strives to open restaurant 
but may settle for retail outlet 

Longtime business owner wants to 
restore Yellowknife Radio Building

photo courtesy of Dingeman van Bochove

Dingeman van Bochove's crew has been working to restore the 1952 Yellowknife Radio building for weeks. The 
property has a long way to go before it's back to its former glory, Bochove said. 
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Premier Caroline Cochrane is 
urging members of the public not to 
judge three senior officials with the 
GNWT who travelled outside the terri-
tory during the holiday season.

"All three officials are following 
public health orders and are self-iso-
lating at home in the NWT," she told 
reporters during a virtual news confer-
ence on Tuesday about the GNWT's 
Covid-19 vaccination strategy.

Cochrane declined to name the offi-
cials or state whether or not their travel 
plans were approved ahead of time.

The premier's comments followed 
news reports that several political lead-
ers across Canada took international 
trips over the holidays, leading to the 
resignation of cabinet members in 
Ontario and Alberta amid frustration 
from members of the public.

In the NWT,  CBC reported that 
deputy health minister Bruce Cooper 
went to Newfoundland to spend time 
with relatives and Russell Neudorf, 
head of the Covid-19 Coordinating 
Secretariat, travelled to Kelowna, B.C.

In an email to Yellowknifer, GNWT 
spokesperson Trista Haugland said no 
member of the cabinet travelled out-
side of the NWT since the start of the 
GNWT Mandatory Leave Days, or 
"Donny Days", which began on Dec. 
23.

Cochrane told reporters that while 
residents are discouraged from taking 
unnecessary travel, such trips aren't 
restricted and extenuating personal 
situations could spur public servants to 
travel outside the territory.

"I will be having conversations with 
all deputy ministers to ensure that 
when they're making decisions about 
travel, that they've taken into consider-
ation that we all must lead by example. 

I think it's important to remember that 
nobody took a holiday in another coun-
try. And everyone followed the rules 
for self-isolation when they returned.

"We're all in this together and I, 
as the premier and the rest of cabinet 
will continue to show leadership on 
this issue by avoiding all non-essential 
travel moving forward," she said.

The premier stressed that the 
Covid-19 health orders were followed 
by all officials who travelled outside 
the territory and urged the public not 
to judge them.

"The lesson to be learned is that 
every person is a person, and every 
person might have a situation that 
they have to go out of the territory 
for. Please don't judge your neighbour, 
please do not penalize the people that 
have come home for Christmas. We're 
all in this together. And it's about being 
kind to our neighbors."

In an email to Yellowknifer, Coch-
rane acknowledged that frustration of 
residents over the officials' travels "as 
we have all been making sacrifices to 
protect each other."

"A number of considerations would 
have been taken into account in arriv-
ing at a decision regarding southern 
travel, including operational require-
ments, public health restrictions and 
the personal situations and unusual 
circumstances involved in any indi-
vidual's case," she added. "No sen-
ior official travelling over this per-
iod required isolation centre public 
expenses to be incurred, and none of 
our important work related to the pan-
demic response and GNWT business 
has been delayed."

Health Minister Julie Green and 
Finance Minister Caroline Wawzonek 
posted separately on Facebook Tues-
day that they had not travelled outside 
the NWT over the holidays.

Three senior bureaucrats, including head of Covid-19
 Secretariat, left the territory for holidays

Don't judge officials who travelled  
outside NWT over holidays: Cochrane

by Blair McBride  
Northern News Services

NNSL file photo

Three senior officials took trips outside of the NWT during the holiday period and Premier 
Caroline Cochrane is asking the public not to judge them too harshly.
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The NWT's Covid-19 vaccination 
program is moving ahead, with the 
162 initial doses given to members of 
high-priority groups since vaccina-
tions began on Dec. 31, Health Min-
ister Julie Green said Wednesday.

The number of doses marks an 
increase over the 130 that Green said 
on Tuesday had been administered to 
Elders and support staff at AVENS 
in Yellowknife and at the Jimmy 
Erasmus Seniors Home in Behchoko.

The vaccinations of those individ-
uals at long-term care facilities form 
one of the priority groups who will 
be the first to receive Moderna vac-
cines in January and February, part 
of the GNWT's goal of vaccinating 
75 per cent of the eligible population 
over the age of 18.

Priority groups in almost all com-
munities of the NWT are expected 
to be vaccinated by the end of Janu-

ary, according to a schedule post-
ed online by the NWT Health and 
Social Services Authority.

Chief public health officer Dr. 
Kami Kandola, who also spoke 
during the Standing Committee on 
Accountability and Oversight meet-
ing on Wednesday, said that vaccina-
tion information has been translated 
into 10 of the NWT's 11 official lan-
guages.

"A terminology workshop has 
been booked for next week to deter-
mine scientific and technological 
words that are new for Covid-19 
and how to describe the words in 
Indigenous languages so that the 
translation can be standardized," 
Kandola said.

A video explainer on the vaccina-
tions is expected to be complete by 
the end of the week, with an addi-
tional video addressing vaccine 

MLA Rylund Johnson speaks up for tourism operators

MLAs press health officials for 
answers to vaccination questions

by Blair McBride  
Northern News Services

GNWT image

Susan Laramie, left, special adviser to the minister of health and social services, and Health 
Minister Julie Green appear before the Standing Committee on Accountability and Oversight on 
Wednesday to speak about the Covid-19 vaccine rollout.

The GNWT released on 
Tuesday its Immunity for our 
Communities Covid-19 vac-
cination strategy, including a 
general schedule in January 
for the vaccination of prior-
ity populations in almost all 
communities.

The strategy for vaccine 
delivery, which began on 
Dec. 31 with the vaccination 
of Elders and support staff 
at long-term care facilities in 
Yellowknife and Behchoko, 
prioritizes residents who 
are at highest risk and the 
GNWT expects vaccinations 
to take place between Janu-
ary and February for those 
residents.

Those deemed at high-
est risk include people of 
advanced age, people with 
existing chronic medical con-
ditions, frontline health-care 
workers, resident workers 
who live in NWT but work 
regularly out of territory or at 
work camps with out-of-terri-
tory workers and members of 
remote Indigenous commun-
ities where health infrastruc-
ture is limited.

One-hundred and thirty 
people, which includes Elders 
and support staff at AVENS 
in Yellowknife and at Jimmy 
Erasmus Seniors Home in 
Behchoko have been vaccin-
ated already, Health Minister 
Julie Green said in a news 
conference on Tuesday.

During the week of Jan. 
4 to 11, residents and staff 
at long-term care homes and 
hospitals in the following 
communities are scheduled 
to receive vaccinations: Fort 
Simpson, Fort Smith, Hay 
River, Inuvik, Norman Wells 
and Yellowknife, the NWT 

Health and Social Services 
Authority said on its website.

In the week of Jan. 11 to 
17, all eligible residents aged 
18 years and older in the 
following communities are 
expected to be vaccinated: 
Colville Lake, Wrigley, Sam-
baa K'e, Jean Marie River, 
Nahanni Butte, Tsiiigehtchic, 
Sachs Harbour, Ulukhaktok, 
Paulatuk, Lutsel K'e and 
Wekweeti. Exact vaccination 
dates have yet to be set.

Priority populations in 
Dettah can be vaccinated in 
the week of Jan. 11 to 17 as 
well.

During Jan. 18 to 24, pri-
ority populations can be vac-
cinated in Fort Liard, Fort 
McPherson, Aklavik, Tuk-
toyaktuk, Fort Providence, 
Ndilo and at the K'atl'odeeche 
First Nation.

In the weeks of Jan. 18 to 
31, priority populations in the 
following communities will 
be vaccinated, though the 
list could be further defined 
depending on vaccine avail-
ability: Behchoko, Norman 

Wells, Fort Resolution, Fort 
Simpson, Fort Good Hope, 
Enterprise, Kakisa, Whati, 
Deline, Gamètì, Tulita. Fort 
Smith, Hay River, Yellow-
knife and Inuvik.

Green said that the initial 
vaccination focus for remote 
communities will be on those 
that are fly-in, without roads 
and along borders.

Priority populations in 
communities with road access 
will be next, followed by pri-
ority populations in regional 
centres and finally in March 
the general adult population 
will be vaccinated.

People who choose not to 
be vaccinated immediately 
will get other opportunities 
later, Green said.

The general population 
can expect to have the oppor-
tunity to be vaccinated start-
ing in March.

A total of 51,600 doses of 
Moderna are expected in five 
shipments from the federal 
government, said chief public 
health officer Dr. Kami Kan-
dola, who spoke alongside 

Green.
Following the first ship-

ment on Dec. 28, a second 
shipment of 7,200 doses is 
expected next week, with 
three more anticipated until 
mid-March.

"The overarching goal of 
the immunity for our com-
munities ... is to provide a 
safe, effective vaccine against 
Covid-19 to 75 per cent of 
the territory's eligible popu-
lation 18 years and older," 
said Department of Health 
and Social Services spokes-
person Damien Healy in a 
news release.

The Moderna vaccine, 
which has been selected 
as the most appropriate for 
the three territories, will be 
available free of charge to 
eligible residents of 18 years 
of age and older.

The vaccine isn't recom-
mended for some popula-
tions, including people who 
are immunosuppressed due 
to disease or treatment, indi-
viduals with an autoimmune 
condition, pregnant or breast-
feeding women and individ-
uals under 18 years of age.

Moderna is a two-dose 
vaccine that is administered 
at least 28 days (about 4 
weeks) apart. Receiving the 
second dose is essential to 
achieve the vaccine's full effi-
cacy. The highest level of 
immunity is expected 14 days 
after the second dose of the 
vaccine.

"We have begun a vac-
cination plan that is one of 
the most complex health care 
efforts the GNWT has ever 
had to complete," said Pre-
mier Caroline Cochrane. "A 
collaborative and coordinated 
approach across all levels of 
government plays a vital role 

in our efforts to effectively 
deliver vaccine doses across 
the NWT. I am confident in 
our health care professionals 
to deliver the vaccine to 33 
communities successfully."

Kandola cautioned that 
lifting the Emerging Wisely 
restrictions will take time.

"The vaccine has only 
been approved as a measure 
to prevent illness. There is 
not yet enough data to know 
whether it prevents transmis-
sion. This will become clear 
with continuing research," 
she said.

The NWT has been in 
Phase Two of the restrictions 
since June. Emerging Wisely 
states that restrictions can 
be lifted once a vaccine is 
approved and produced.

"I want to be open about 
the fact that we still have 
some time to go before we 
will be in the position to lift 
all public health restrictions," 
Kandola said.

It will take several months 

for all of the eligible popula-
tion in the NWT and across 
Canada to be vaccinated and 
transmission rates will have 
to drop significantly before 
isolation and travel restric-
tions can be eliminated.

"As vaccinations rise 
across the country and in 
our territory and we bend 
the second wave, we can look 
forward to easing restrictions 
in 2021. The first restrictions 
eased would likely be meas-
ures within the NWT, like 
gathering limits, for example. 
More targeted and permissive 
self-isolation protocols, and 
travel restrictions may also be 
considered."

Kandola explained that 
because Yukon and Nunavut 
are also aiming to vaccinate 
75 per cent of their eligible 
populations with the initial 
allotments of Moderna, eas-
ing travel restrictions into 
the neighbouring territories 
would be the first considera-
tion.

Smallest, most remote communities will get shots first
GNWT releases Covid-19 vaccination schedule

by Blair McBride  
Northern News Services

GNWT image

A Moderna vaccine nearly ready to be administered. 
Vaccinations started in Yellowknife on Dec. 31.

Please see Vaccination, page 12
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The Covid-19 pandemic 
has a way of crushing people's 
plans, but for Dumaresq 
Valpy it's given him a new 
opportunity.

Last March, as Covid-19 
infections spread across Can-
ada, Valpy happened to be in 
the final stages of acquiring 
his tourism operator licence.

"My original plan was to 
start a tour business," he said. 
"I was a tour guide here for 
seven years. Then I almost 
got my tour license. I was one 
week away 
from it and 
then the pan-
demic hit."

He shelved 
the tour com-
pany bid and 
pulled out his 
"plan B," a 
business idea 
for delivering groceries to 
small communities, some-
thing he'd thought of trying 
almost a decade earlier.

"We saw a need for gro-
ceries and supplies to be sent 
up to small communities in 
the Arctic and sub-Arctic. We 
wanted to give our clients a 
better option when it came 
to suppliers. The plan was 
to offer nutritious foods at a 
discounted rate.

"But because I was in 
Yellowknife I didn't (qualify) 
as a vendor with Nutrition 
North. One of my slogans was 
'a healthy North is a happy 

North.' So I gave up on it 
and I sat on it until this year 
because there's been a much 
bigger demand for goods in 
general."

With plans in place to 
transport goods to and from 
communities outside the 
NWT, Valpy received recog-
nition from Protect NWT as 
an essential worker. In Sep-
tember of 2020 he launched 
Drumbeat Expediting.

Most of his clients are 
individuals who need specific 
items or vulnerable Elders and 

others who 
are afraid to 
travel.

He uses 
a black SUV 
and util-
ity trailer 
to transport 
goods on his 
rounds that 

have taken him to all com-
munities along the highways 
including Edmonton, Grand 
Prairie, Fort Simpson, Fort 
Providence and Fort Smith. 
Lutsel K'e is the most remote 
community he works with at 
the moment, where he ships 
items by Air Tindi flights.

Valpy moves goods that 
include things as diverse as 
food, chainsaw supplies, fur-
niture, automotive items and 
even medical gloves.

"A fellow from Buffalo, 
New York who manufactures 
medical gloves needed me to 
pick up gloves. He sent them 

through WestJet (which) has 
a third party that deals with 
their cargo. The fellow who 
works for that third party was 
interested in the services. I 
picked them up at Yellowknife 
airport and delivered them to 
the hospital here," Valpy said.

He's limited only to what 
he can carry in his truck or on 
his trailer. Other vehicles are 
fair game too.

The largest and most 
unique item Valpy has shipped 
was a right-hand drive Mit-
subishi van.

"It was kind of an exotic 
item. I guess it came from 
Japan. I took it down to 
Edmonton and its final des-
tination was Saskatchewan."

With his essential worker 
status he doesn't have to self-
isolate for two weeks when he 
returns from monthly trips to 
Alberta, but he can't go into 
any bars, restaurants or into 
crowded public areas south of 
the border.

He takes all of his own 
food down south and sanitizes 
everything before he touches 
it. When he returns to the 
NWT he keeps his distance 
from people for a few days.

While Valpy has managed 
to break even and make a 
little profit after five months 
in business, he acknowledges 
that the project has been a 
lot to take on during the pan-
demic.

"It's tough," he said. "The 

worst thing is I don't have any 
secure contracts. I don't know 
what I'm going to do in the 
next few weeks. I work from 
job to job. (But) I'm lucky that 
I'm not losing money."

In the bigger picture, Valpy 
is glad he bet on his new ven-
ture despite some difficulties 
and he's considering expand-
ing his services by purchasing 
a bigger truck or an enclosed 
trailer and hiring some staff.

"I'm happy to help when I 
come back from Edmonton. 
I feel like Santa Claus with 
a trailer full of goods," he 
jokes. "I really enjoy being 
of service to people in times 
when they aren't able to pick 
things up from their favourite 
stores like Ikea, and give them 
better prices than they could 
get with other companies. 
And I'm able to do that with-
out putting their community 
members at risk."

Pandemic squashed Dumaresq Valpy's plans to 
open a tourism company years in the making

Drumbeat Expediting revives delivery 
service to communities during pandemic

Blair McBride/NNSL photo

"I feel like Santa Claus with a trailer full of goods," said Dumaresq Valpy, owner of Drumbeat Expediting. 
His business involves transporting items to people in communities along the highways of NWT and Alberta.

A mAilbox 
cAper
Another suspected 
mailbox break-in was 
reported Dec. 7 in the 
kam Lake area. Jen-
nifer Vermeersch was 
driving her son to day-
care when she noticed 
open mailboxes. Ver-
meersch said there 
were no open pack-
ages or apparent dam-
ages to the uptown 
mailboxes. "it's hard 
to tell whether or not 
Canada Post left them 
open," she said, add-
ing that she noticed 
the unlocked mail-
boxes earlier than mail 
is typically delivered 
on her street. Ver-
meersch reported the 
incident to the rCMP 
who then informed 
Canada Post.
photo courtesy of  Jennifer Vermeersch

with Blair McBride

Back
to business

Northern News Services
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CommeNtS aNd vIewS from YelloWkNifer aNd letterS to the edItor

Editorial & opinions

Laurfrost carves out the 
edges of the snow castle 
at the end of last Janu-
ary. Is it too late for a new 
Christmas list? Included 
in Yellowknifer's wishes 
for 2021, agreeable 
weather for the coming 
Snowking's Winter  
Festival.
NNSL file photo

It's Jan 8.
the year is just flying by already, 

isn't it? But it's not too late to send 
out some new year's wishes.

we deserve so much better than 
2020.

first off, it's low-hanging fruit to 
be hopeful for a smooth vaccination 
process. may the needles be plentiful 
and the piercing be practically pain-
less. the fewer vaccine skeptics, the 
better. Covid-19 dominated our lives 
last year. we've had our fill, and then 
some. Good riddance!

By extension, local merchants will 
hopefully realize a profitable year 
ahead after so many were tread-
ing water, at best, through much of 
2020.

Next up, jump-starting Yellow-
knife's economy. there's nothing 
that would do the trick like a new 
gold mine. there are a few promising 
prospects lurking out there, Night-
hawk Gold and Gold terra among 
them. with the precious metal trad-
ing above US$1,900 per ounce, it 
sure appears enticing to once again 
extract the valuable commodity 
that made our city famous from 
the late 1940s onward. of course, 
we had a bit of a problem with an 
abundance of leftover arsenic due to 

mismanagement, but we like to think 
we can learn from those mistakes. 
a gold mine isn't going to begin pro-
duction this year because there are 
many hoops to jump through, but it 
would be nice to see positive steps in 
that direction in the months ahead, 
especially with diavik winding down 
and ekati's future still somewhat 
uncertain.

Staying with finances, we'd very 
much welcome a heaping contribu-
tion from the federal government's 
rapid housing Initiative to drastically 
reduce homelessness in and around 
Yellowknife. the municipality and the 
Yellowknives dene are making bids 
to tap into this Canada mortgage and 
housing Corporation program to con-
vert buildings into residences for vul-
nerable citizens. the Government of 
Canada ought to remember that our 
needs on the tundra are substantial 
relative to the size of our population. 
Pay up!

on to health, where the Nwt 
health and Social Services authority 
has reported progress in address-
ing its sterilization woes at Stanton 
territorial hospital, but the battle 
is ongoing. the problem, which has 
been dragging on since July, has 
forced the cancellation of more than 
120 elective surgeries. Patients wait-
ing for a knee replacement or some-
thing similar could find themselves 
out of luck in Yellowknife. we're wish-
ing for an end to the moisture issues 
that can lead to surgical trays and 
towels attracting bacteria. Perhaps 
new sterilization equipment is the 
only solution there.

and let's end with a wish for cold 
weather. Yes, cold weather that 
sticks around through march so we 
can once again enjoy Snowking's 
winter festival in full. the iconic 
snow castle fell prey to a mild spell 
in march 2019, forcing its closure a 
week early. then 2020 brought Covid 
(there's that dirty word again) and 
it resulted in the cancellation of the 
event's indoor evening activities last 
march. there will, no doubt, be public 
health restrictions still in place for 
this year's edition, but the innovative 
Snowking crew is promising some 
new twists to keep things lively.

mother Nature, please cooperate.

Bring us a 
better year

from vaccines to finances, we have a decent shot 
at terrific rebound from the 2020 doldrums
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Well, we seem to have glided into a brand-
new year and like every new year it is full of 
possibilities. Some good, some not so good. 
Our task as always is to make the best of them.

If I were the captain of spaceship Earth, I 
might make an announcement advising people 
to remain grounded, with their seat belts on, 
because there could be some turbulence. Or 
as Star Trek would say "We are boldly going 
where no one else has gone before." That is the 
wonder of history, time and space. We live in 
the moment and that moment becomes history.

My calendar says this year is numbered 
2021. There are all sorts of ways humans' 
number the years. Personally, I like to add 
10,000 to it, to mark the end of the last ice 
age. That was a rather important event in the 
planet's history, and it had some profound 
effects on humans. Or we could start counting 
from when the earth formed approximately 
4,543,002,021 years ago. All too often, people 
forget that the planet has changed a lot, and it 
is basically changing all the time as are we, 
our cultures, societies, and civilizations.

As the giant ice sheets were melting, they 
exposed a lot of land and at various locations 
around the globe people started farming. This 
meant that they started to live in much more 
permanent settlements and had an abundance 
of food. The settlements grew in size and 
complexity. Societies and civilizations formed. 
They had rulers and ruling classes of one sort 
or another. Supreme rulers, who often think 
they are divine, really liked building big stone 
structures and monuments to their greatness. 
This is something that happened in places all 
around the globe.

People also started to count the years and 
make calendars so they could keep track of 
time and the various celebrations and events 
every year. Calendars are rather fascinating 
things and before global communications, each 
culture had their own way of making them 
and numbering the days and years. It is just a 
fluke of history that we are using the one we 
use now.

Personally, I always try to have a calendar 
handy, so I can keep track of the days. On it I 

mark all upcoming events or anything import-
ant that happened. Then in the morning, I can 
look at it, and figure out if I have anything 
important to do that day. Critical stuff, like 
taking the right bin of garbage out to the curb. 
Without a calendar or daily journal, I am at a 
bit of a loss when it comes to our conventions 
about time, days, weeks and years.

One time, at the hospital, I had just come 
in from the bush and a doctor asked me a 
skill testing question, theoretically to see if I 
was lucid. "What day is it?" Now without my 
calendar handy, I had no idea and only had a 
one in seven chance of guessing it correctly. 
I could spend hours talking about calendars, 
their variances, historical inaccuracies, pros, 
and cons. So, I was lucid, I just didn't know 
what day he thought it was. In my defense, 
being self-employed and working in the bush, I 
just take each day as it comes.

I felt like asking the doctor which calen-
dar he was using, the lunar, solar, Gregorian, 
Julian, Greek, Chinese, Tibetan, Egyptian, 
Mayan, Aztec, Incan, the Hawaiian, or the 
Martian. There are hundreds to choose from. I 
didn't because he might decide I was lucid but 
a lunatic. Which shows you how little people 
really know or care about calendars.

Personally, I think it is time we designed a 
new one, where months have an equal number 
of days and where it considers all the astro-
physics we know about now. Stuff they did 
not know about way back when. Believe it or 
not, countries are still arguing about which 
day starts and ends the week. Also, it might 
be nice to not just number the years but name 
them as well. This could be called Covid-19 
two, Justin Trudeau 7 or Trump 4.

I hope everyone has a good year and we 
can avoid most of the turbulence.

Here's to a healthy 
Justin Trudeau 7

Northern News Services

commentary

One of the many side effects of the 
pandemic has been an increase in alcohol 
consumption.  This can have a detrimental 
effect on the liver.  Two stan-
dard drinks per day can double 
the risk of liver damage. Over 
time, the liver becomes "fatty" 
due to the caloric content of 
alcohol and can lead to cirrhosis 
of the liver.

Alcohol accelerates 
aging

And if that isn't enough, neu-
rologists have found that drink-
ing alcohol accelerates age-
related damage that degrades 
memory and intelligence.  Just 
a reminder what one standard 
drink means: 141ml (5 oz) of 
wine, 341 (12oz) of beer, cider 
or a cooler, or 43ml (1.5 oz) of hard liquor.

... and disrupt heart functions
Also alcohol can also have a direct 

effect on heart rhythm producing an irreg-

ular heartbeat which can increase the risk 
of atrial fibrillation.  It's well-known that 
atrial fibrillation can increase the risk of 
stroke by five times.

Why not feel good 
every day?

The time-worn joke by an 
excessive alcohol drinker says 
he pities the teetotaler because 
"when he gets up in the morn-
ing, that's the best he's going to 
feel all day!" Probably true but 
who wouldn't want to wake up 
feeling good every day?

Don't wait for  
a new year

The reason for all this infor-
mation on alcohol consumption 
is that people often wait until 

the New Year to resolve to change their 
habits.  It could be exercising more, eating 
better and losing weight and perhaps even 
changing drinking habits.

If this last one is for you, your body 
(and your liver) will thank you.

CaPsuLe 
Comments
Aaron La Borde is  
a pharmacist at  
Sutherland Drugs.

Don't try and drink 
pandemic blues away

NNSL file photo

The pandemic has driven a lot of people to drink more, but it will be at the 
detriment of your liver, writes columnist Aaron La Borde.

Walt humphries is a well-known
Yellowknife artist and prospector.

taleS from
the dump

NNSL file photo

Trudeau visiting nunavut with his family in 2019. If columnist Walt Hum-
phries decided how calendars were arranged, we might start naming years 
instead of simply numbering them. Happy Covid-19 2, Trump 4 or Trudeau 7.

Northern News Services
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Many places in this country, such as 
Ontario and Alberta, are in the middle of 
serious Covid-19 outbreaks. Health-care 
workers and facilities are stressed to the 
limit and people are dying every day. In an 
effort to limit further virus transmission, 
governments in these places instituted severe 
lockdowns over the holidays. Most busi-
nesses are closed, visits between households 
are banned, and vacation travel is strongly 
discouraged.

At a time when families are 
used to coming together, most did 
not have this opportunity. Many 
I am sure made the most of a bad 
situation, grinning and bearing it 
while waiting for better times in a 
post-vaccination future.

Currently, people are rightly 
outraged as they learn that some 
of their senior government offi-
cials ignored their own advice and 
proceeded to vacation in tropical 
destinations or visit family across 
Canada over the holidays. It takes 
a particular tone-deaf sense of 
entitlement to do this, particularly 
in areas where there are severe 
Covid-19 outbreaks and associated 
restrictions on people's freedoms.

While it may have been bad form for a 
handful of senior GNWT officials to leave 
the territory over the holidays, it is probably 
not much to fuss about. There is no outbreak 
in this territory, and as we all know anyone 
coming back to the territory is faced with 
the daunting prospect of 14-day quarantine, 
whether they are some high-ranking official 
or not. Any of us can make the choice to 
leave, as long as we adhere to the quarantine 
upon our return.

Our premier issued only a very soft pre-
holiday message recommending against 

holiday travel, probably understanding that 
the real deterrent to travel is not anything she 
might say, but rather the prospect of quaran-
tine itself.

Nonetheless, one can't help be disappoint-
ed that some of our senior officials did not 
choose to lead by example. If this pandemic 
has demonstrated anything, it's that Covid-19 
can be contained when everyone plays by the 
same rules and pulls in the same direction, 
with trusted and consistent leadership from 
elected and senior officials.

Look no further than our 
neighbours to the east where the 
community of Arviat has just 
pulled through the worst of an 
outbreak, by far the most serious 
in any of the Canadian territories. 
222 residents contracted Covid-
19 in that community, the last of 
which recovered last week. The 
community has been under a 
severe lockdown, with no travel 
in or out, no visiting between 
households, and all but the most 
essential programs and services 
shut down.

Despite these conditions, 
people came together. The com-
munity radio became a lifeline of 

social contact, with residents hosting radio 
games and contests to keep people occupied 
and connected. Donations of food and sup-
plies came from neighbouring communities, 
including country food harvested during 
community hunts. The premier of Nunavut, 
himself from Arviat, demonstrated calm 
leadership while mobilizing government sup-
port and issuing regular statements outlining 
containment and recovery plans.

Arviat has nearly pulled through an 
outbreak that had the chance to devastate 
the community. Like most of our Northern 
communities, Arviat has limited health infra-

structure, severe overcrowding in homes, and 
many residents with elevated susceptibility to 
disease and illness. The cards were stacked 
against Arviat. But with remarkable solidar-
ity, they seem to have pulled through.

I had a chat with Nunavut's minister of 
health while sitting in the Iqaluit airport 
some months ago, when there was still a 

NWT/Nunavut travel bubble. He said that 
one positive thing that the pandemic has 
done is that it has brought us Northerners a 
little closer together again, and that in this 
time of need we need to rely on each other a 
little more and pull together in the same dir-
ection more consistently. Let's try in 2021 to 
all exemplify this a little better.

Folks right to be outraged at GNWT travel

NNSL file photo

A Covid-19 drive-thru testing centre. If this pandemic has demonstrated any-
thing, it's that Covid-19 can be contained when everyone plays by the same 
rules, writes columnist Steve Ellis.

PaNDeMiC  
Ponderer

steve ellis is a 
longtime Northerner 

who enjoys setting nets 
and being on the land.

Northern News Services
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A longtime business owner, real 
estate developer and early Chinese 
immigrant in downtown Yellowknife 
has passed away. 

Newton Wong, who in more 
recent years has been living in 
Edmonton, died on Dec. 23 at the 
age of 89. 

Several people commented with 
warm memories of Wong on a Dec. 
28 Yk Memories Facebook page 
post, often with common recollec-
tions of Wong being very gracious 
with customers and always shaking 
hands with people he met. 

According to his obituary, Wong 
was born in 1931 in Gao Yi Hong 
Village, Toishan County, Guangdong 
Province, China. He married his 
lifelong wife Wei Ting in 1947 before 
moving to Edmonton in 1950. 

He eventually relocated to 
Yellowknife in 1957 with friends Jim 
Pon, Randy Pon and Calvin Mark.

"Together they established a num-
ber of prominent businesses in the 
city. Newton was a respected mem-
ber of the community," states his 
obituary.

"In 1960, Wei Ting, Ron, Gordon 
and Shirley (who had all remained 
in Edmonton) joined Newton in 
Yellowknife. Newton considered his 
time in the North as the best days of 
his life."

At the time of his arrival in the 
NWT, he started running the Gold 
Range Cafe before building the 
Super A Foods store, which was 
initially located by the TD Bank and 
expanded in the 1960s and '70s.

He also took advantage of the 
city's growing real estate boom in 

the downtown core, which included 
the construction of the Panda 1 and 
Panda 2 malls and the Yellowknife 
Courthouse.

"As things boomed into the '80s, 
he kept up with real estate and 
extended his empire location down-
town," said Ryan Silke, a Yellow-
knife historian. "He wasn't the lar-
gest landowner but he was always 
looking for opportunity."

Longtime businessman Roy Wil-
liams, owner of Roy's Audio and 

Visual Unlimited, said Wong owned 
the Super A grocery store for many 
years at the location where the Glen's 
Independent Grocery store now 
stands. Wong gave Williams his first 
lease when he opened a Radio Shack 
in December 1975 in what's now the 
lower level of the mall.

"All I can say is what a guy," Wil-
liams recalled fondly this week. "I've 
had a store here for 45 years. When I 
wanted to open a Radio Shack store 
and I wanted to get to it, I was in 

need of a space. I approached New-
ton, who was standing at his usual 
spot in his Super A store after his 
cashiers, where he would be smil-
ing and talking to customers as they 
walked through. I walked up and told 
him I would like to rent the space 
downstairs in the mall, which was 
open now. He smiled and shook my 
hand to say yes."

That arrangement lasted many 
years.

"He was my landlord and he was 

a very warm and gracious landlord 
and person with a heart of gold," 
Williams said. "I think that is a rare 
thing for a landlord because gener-
ally all they want is five years lease 
and see you in five years."

Wong spent his latter years in 
Edmonton after retiring in 1993, fol-
lowing 36 years in Yellowknife with 
his wife. According to his obituary, 
he was able travel the world and led 
the Wongs' Benevolent Association 
of Edmonton.  

Real estate developer remembered for friendly mannerisms

Former YK Super A Foods 
owner Newton Wong dies at 89

by simon Whitehouse  
Northern News Services

photo courtesy of NWT Archives/N-2019-001-0326/N-2019-001-0127

Left: Newton Wong, pictured in the mid-1960s. He played a prominent role in the building of the Panda I and Panda II malls as 
well as the Yellowknife Courthouse. Right: An NWT Archives photo from the early '60s shows Newton Wong with Jim Pon and an 
unidentified man in the storage room of YK Super A.

readerS write

Dear editor,
Accountability of the premier and leaders 

is the issue, not "judging" our fellow citizens 
or the level of risk created by their travel. 
The story headlined Don't judge officials 
who travelled outside NWT over holidays: 
Cochrane, I believe comes straight from 
the cynical "comms" tactic the premier has 
employed. That's not the story.

The story is an important one. The pre-
mier is evading accountability for her deci-
sion and is not being transparent. Her evasion 
is sabotage to her own recommendations and 

those of the CPHO. And that creates a public 
health risk.

If we don't demand full accounting and 
transparency now for decisions and actions, 
when will we? During and after an outbreak? 
Trust and confidence is damaged by the 
approach taken so far.

The premier, at least twice, used a con-
trived "we're all in this together" messaging 
line from her communications people. That's 
insulting, since the incident demonstrates 
the exact opposite. She is showing a lack of 
judgement on this matter, and she is manag-

ing life and death issues. My confidence in 
this leadership and their ongoing manage-
ment of the pandemic response is shaken. 
How will the premier handle herself in a 
full-out crisis when she's fumbling this ball?

The premier must come clean, admit the 
mistake, and meaningfully reprimand her 
officials if the situations were not extenuat-
ing. 

A lot (a lot) of money, time, and effort 
went into restoring trust and confidence by 
firing a cabinet minister. A minister wasn't 
going to kill me as quickly as the virus 

might.
We should expect a little more time and 

effort spent in this instance assuring us that 
leadership is accountable, that we can trust 
their commitment and judgement and that 
they will take real action to a better way of 
operating.

And this sure doesn't help when it comes 
to the major issue of trust we have in our ter-
ritorial society, where Yellowknife is seen as 
a place where privilege is flaunted and power 
abused.

– James Lawrance

Dear editor,
Julie Green lets her deputy minister of 

health go on vacation as the Covid vaccine is 
being shipped to the NWT.

Caroline Cochrane lets the head of the 
Covid secretariat, the costly government group 
of some 150 public servants hastily hired to 
fight Covid, go on vacation as Covid rates are 
increasing across Canada.

Green now clams up when asked about 

this. Cochrane gives answers to questions 
from the media that even her children can't 
believe. Remember, we are all her children 
now. (September 2020 remarks in the Legis-
lature)

Both these ministers ran on a platform of 
transparency and openness in government. 
Can it be only be 13 months since we elected 
them? Do they think we have forgotten or that 
we are just plain stupid? 

As a final bit of irony and hypocrisy, Julie 
Green renewed the state of public health emer-
gency on Jan. 5. According to the release, this 
was necessary to "decisively respond to shifts" 
in the territory's health situation and "maintain 
preventative measures" as the Covid-19 pan-
demic accelerates across Canada. One might 
think we would be more responsive if our 
team "leaders" were in Yellowknife rather than 
in Kelowna or St John's.

Thank goodness we have a real leader in 
the NWT. Her name is Dr. Kami Kandola. She 
has steadfastly guided us through the pandem-
ic. Has it all been popular and perfect? No. 

But she has immediately corrected any 
(minor) missteps along the way and gotten us 
firmly back on track. Those of us who have 
followed her advice have remained safe so far. 
That's leadership.

– Mike Vaydik

Leadership in a time of Covid-19

Premier ducking accountability on bureaucrat travel

commentary
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The Marrow Thieves, an apocalyptic youth 
fiction novel by Cherie Dimaline, brought 
me both into the distant future and the not-

so-distant past. Set is a post world-war-three 
world, most people in Canada have lost their 
ability to dream every night. But this strange 
"pandemic" is curable. To regain their abil-
ity to dream, the dreamless just have to get 
bone marrow transplants from people who 
can still dream – here's the catch: Indigenous 
peoples are the only ones who still do. As the 
Canadian government starts ruthlessly hunt-
ing down, imprisoning, and harvesting bone 
marrow from the Indigenous peoples using a 
system eerily similar to the residential school 
system a teenage boy, Frenchie, tries desper-
ately to stay one step ahead of the govern-
ment's "recruiters." 

While Frenchie is the hero in The Mar-
row Thieves, he is supported by a massive 
cast of side characters including Miig, his 
surrogate father, Minerva, an elder, and Rose, 
Frenchie's inevitable love interest. While the 
novel itself was engaging and well-written, 
I felt like none of the twelve characters that 
travel with Frenchie throughout the novel had 
… a personality? Particularly Frenchie him-
self. This might have had a lot to do with the 
fact that the book was written for teenagers, 
but I wouldn't be able to tell you what any 
of these characters' personalities were past 
being "broody" or "quiet," and the time skip 

near the beginning of the novel cut out most 
of the character-building events that would 
have brought the core cast together into the 
family unit they end up forming. This time 
skip, along with the main "incident" happen-
ing over half way through the book and one 
of the most dramatic cases of "instamance" 
I've ever read, contributed to The Marrow 
Thieves being generally strangely paced. 
The instamance (short for instant romance, 
where two people meet in a book and then 
fall immediately in love with one another) 
between Frenchie and Rose is not so much 
forced as it is useless to the story in general. 
I honestly can't even remember one conversa-
tion Frenchie and Rose had in the entire book 
except for one little spat at the end when he 
gets jealous for no reason and she forgives 
him for no reason. While their relationship 
didn't make The Marrow Thieves unreadable, 
it didn't add much to the story or the atmos-
phere of the book. 

The Marrow Thieves, at times, leaned a 
little too heavily into the customs of apocalyp-
tic writing. There are some parts of this novel 
that feel like they were added just to make 
the story feel more strange and futuristic, like 
big mutated animals that are never mentioned 
after the first few chapters. Hamsters the size 

of bulldogs and raccoons the size of snow-
mobiles are replaced by normal squirrels and 
skinny deer as the novel goes on. I think that 
this book was apocalyptic enough on its own 
without the mutant animals. The idea of the 
Canadian government turning on the Indigen-
ous population in Canada is both a horrifying 
"what if" situation as well as being terrifying-
ly present, with the residential school system 
and the systemic abuse of Indigenous peoples 
being a recent memory or even an ongoing 
occurrence in Canada. 

While the lack of character development in 
The Marrow Thieves makes the novel seem 
a little hollow at times, ultimately it was very 
engaging and went above and beyond what I 
expected from an apocalyptic teen survival 
novel. Funny and tender, The Marrow Thieves 
felt like the kind of book I'd have loved in 
high school and was a great read for the holi-
day season.

Dream thieves and the not-so-distant future

Grace Guy is a lifelong Yellow-
knifer and lover of literature.

Book
review

Cherie Dimaline transported col-
umnist Grace Guy to the not-so-dis-
tant future with The Marrow Thieves.
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Kandola, Green and ter-
ritorial medical director Dr. 
AnneMarie Pegg also fielded 
questions on the details of the 
vaccination program.

Monfwi MLA Jackson Laf-
ferty asked what the plan is 
for the remaining 25 per cent 
of residents not covered in the 
main vaccination goal, and for 
those under age 18.

Kandola responded that 
between April and June she 
expects the federal government 
will begin providing more vac-
cines made by AstraZeneca 
and Johnson and Johnson that 
will be available for remaining 
residents who wish to receive 
vaccines.

For youth ages 12 to 18, 
Kandola explained that Mod-
erna is currently conducting a 
clinical trial and if that vaccine 
is just as effective then that 
age range could be included in 
future target groups.

She added that other manu-
facturers are aiming to conduct 
trials for children younger than 
12.

Lafferty then asked if indi-
viduals who end up not getting 
vaccinated or refuse to be vac-
cinated will be barred from 
public places like theatres.

Green said being vaccinated 
isn't mandatory, but some ser-
vices might require vaccination 
before they can be accessed. 
While she didn't elaborate on 
that point, she later stated that 
no one will lose their jobs if 
they choose not to be vaccin-
ated.

Yellowknife North MLA 
Rylund Johnson asked about 
a timeline for relaxing restric-
tions.

"I have lots of constituents 
who have tourism businesses 
and they want to know if they 
should have a summer sea-
son or not," Johnson said. "It 
affects our entire infrastruc-
ture. Is it safe to say that after 
this summer, after we get to 75 
per cent vaccination, we can 

expect those restrictions to be 
lifted?"

As vaccination levels 
increase in the NWT, Kandola 
said, some restrictions can be 
relaxed, with more gatherings 
being possible and the territory 
"moving into a form of phase 
three."

The third phase of the 
Emerging Wisely plan calls 
for removing limits on out-
door gatherings, tourism activ-
ities and some adult education 
classes, though physical dis-
tancing and sanitization would 
continue.

Higher levels of vaccina-
tion might permit more free-
dom to travel between Yukon 
and Nunavut because that ter-
ritory shares the NWT's goal 
of reaching 75 per cent immun-
ization of eligible populations. 
But travel restrictions with 
other provinces would still be 
in place due if those jurisdic-
tions' vaccination levels remain 
low.

"For the rest of Canada, 
they're not going to achieve 
herd immunity or significant 
immunization, until probably 
the end of 2021," Kandola said.

A key piece of science that 
would make a big difference in 
the ability to move freely is if 
it's found that the vaccines pre-
vent transmission in addition 
to preventing illness, Kandola 
said.

Inuvik Twin Lakes MLA 
Lesa Semmler asked why 
mobile vaccination teams need 
to be sent to the communities 
if competent nursing teams 
already on site could just as 
well administer the vaccines.

Green responded that the 
deployment of vaccination 
teams is part of a "combined 
approach … not a drop-in, 
drop-out approach.

"While vaccination is roll-
ing out, other health issues are 
going to continue in a lot of 
these communities. People also 
need to be available to respond 
to those," said Pegg, who added 
that the vaccination teams will 

supplement and not replace 
local nursing teams.

Great Slave MLA Katrina 
Nokleby asked if individuals 
with compromised immune 
systems can be vaccinated, 
considering that the immunity 
for our communities strategy 
recommends against vaccina-
tion for those people.

Kandola said the Nation-
al Advisory Committee on 
Immunization made that rec-
ommendation only because not 
enough data is available yet for 
populations who are immuno-
compromised.

She advised that those indi-
viduals should discuss the vac-
cine with their doctors to learn 
about risks and benefits before 
proceeding.

"If you want the vaccine 
and your physician supports 
it, you will get the vaccine," 
Kandola said.

Kevin O'Reilly, MLA for 
Frame Lake, asked the officials 
for specifics on how residents 
can sign up for vaccinations 
and how information on prior-
ity groups will be identified.

Pegg responded that vac-
cine registration will differ 
among smaller and larger com-
munities.

A city like Yellowknife will 
likely use an online registration 
system such as was deployed 
in fall 2020 for flu clinics, 
she said. Smaller communities 
will receive more direct com-
munication and, if necessary, 
vaccination teams will visit 
individuals in their homes to 
administer the vaccine.

The identification of pri-
ority groups will be publicly 
communicated, with diabetics 
or people with renal or liver 
disease being included in those 
communications.

"We're relying on people to 
self-identify for these, there's 
not going to be a need for 
validation from your physician. 
We don't want to overwhelm 
the clinics with people request-
ing letters of authorization," 
Pegg said.

Vaccination may permit 
movement to other territories
MLas, from page 5
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Tracey Bryant has always 
found solace in Northern 
landscapes. Not just the sky 
and the trees, but the minutiae 
of the patterns and details in 
the rocks and the earth.

Even as a child, the Yellow-
knife artist said she would 
often escape to the bush to 
calm her worries and examine 
lichen and other organisms.

In the Prince of Wales 
Northern Heritage Centre's 
(PWNHC) newest exhibit, 
Covered Ground, visitors are 
invited to explore the details 

of the natural world with the 
same fascination.

The exhibit, on display in 
the museum's mezzanine until 
May, pairs Bryant's pieces in 
acrylic and encaustic, or wax, 
with lichen-inspired paper 
sculptures from Alberta artist 
Rhona Harder Epp.

"I spent a long time try-
ing to capture feeling of a not 
just visual but sensory experi-
ence," Bryant said.

She explained the work 
amplifies that which we regu-
larly encounter but may not 
notice.

Bryant described the way 

the "resilient" lichen break 
down rocks to provide nutri-
ents to the soil and allow other 
organisms to flourish.

"It's not just the rocks, it's 
the relationship to the lichen 
and the other things that 
are growing and in greater 
scheme of life," she said. 

Bryant said the irony is not 
lost on her that an art show fea-
turing greenery would launch 
in the dead of winter. She 
admits she finds the dark win-
ters to be a challenge but she 
said she pushed herself to find 
"those little reserves of light." 
In that sense, "Covered 

Ground" has dual meaning 
as it represents themes of the 
physical ground, while pro-
viding a grounding experience 
for viewers.

While Bryant is a seasoned 
acrylic artist, she recently "fell 
in love" with the encaustic 
medium – an art form where 
coloured beeswax is melted 
on canvas.

She starts each piece 
with an idea, however, since 
encaustic work involves melt-
ing wax with a blow torch, 
it's difficult to plan precisely 
where the colours end up. 
The art is largely a result of 

"experimenting and play and 
not being in control and let-
ting go," she said. "There's 
a very therapeutic aspect 
that reflects my relation-
ship with the (Canadian) 
shield. It's very symbolic." 
On Jan. 14, Bryant and the 
PWNHC are hosting an artist 
walk and talk where visitors 
can hear from the artist and 
curators to learn more about 
the exhibit and the story 
behind its inception. 

Tours will take place from 
5 to 8 p.m. and last 20 min-
utes. Groups of up to five 
can reserve time slots for the 
free event on the Eventbrite 
page. Attendees are reminded 
to wear a face mask.

Since Harder Epp is not 
able to attend the event in 
person, she will be giving a 
virtual talk of her own on 
Jan. 21. At that time, she will 
discuss how she came to cre-

ate her white paper sculp-
tures, despite her usual set of 
work being mostly paintings. 
"I'm not actually against col-
our," she joked. "The same 
work in colour just didn't have 
the same effect. It seemed to 
override the purpose."

With Bryant's use of 
bright colours, Harder Epp 
said "the pairing is fabulous." 
In his curatorial statement at 
the museum, Scott Marsden 
wrote that both artists "have 
done a remarkable job of 
revealing a hidden world full 
of natural variations and a 
shared and symbiotic rela-
tionship between colour, rep-
etition and forms found on 
the landscape of the NWT." 
While lichens "can be under-
stated" and "might be missed 
at first glance," he said both 
Bryant and Harder Epp shed 
light on the organism's "quiet 
exquisiteness."

'It's not just the rocks, it's the relationship to the lichen and the other 
things that are growing and in greater scheme of life.'

Covered Ground: New heritage centre 
exhibit explores NWT landscapes

by Natalie Pressman  
Northern News Services

Natalie Pressman/NNSL photo

Covered Ground, on display in the Prince of Wales Northern Heritage Centre's mezzanine, features the 
landscape-inspired work of Tracey Bryant and Rhonda Harder Epp.

photo courtesy of rhonda Harder-Epp

Rhonda Harder epp became fascinated with lichen during a visit to the NWT in 2016. Pictured hiking near 
Cameron Falls, she knew she wanted to recreate the resilient shrubbery growing on rocks in the subarctic.

photo courtesy of Tracey Bryant

Tracey Bryant, who typically paints in acrylics, 
has ventured into the world of encaustic art. The 
textured work is on display at the PWNHC until 
May 2021.
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Jack Works was always 
going to join the men's hockey 
team at the University of Den-
ver in Colorado. After all, he 
committed to the program in 
December 2019.

He was going to head to 
the Mile High State following 
the completion of the current 
Alberta Junior Hockey League 
season but those plans have 
been bumped up a few months. 
The 19-year-old Yellowknifer 
officially joined the Pioneers' 
roster on Dec. 23, taking 
advantage of the new provi-
sion put in place for all col-
legiate athletes in the U.S. 
which gives them an extra 
year of eligibility due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

It all came about while 
Works was at home with his 
family in Calgary.

"I got the call from the 
team and they wanted to bring 
me in early," he said. "They 
had room for me and with the 

AJHL season up in the air, I 
decided to make the move."

Works was entering his 
third season with the AJHL's 
Okotoks Oilers and had four 
goals in three regular-season 
games with the team before 
the league shut things down in 
November once Covid-19 ver-
sion 2.0 began to 
run amok in the 
province.

Works was 
able to avoid the 
14-day quaran-
tine period upon 
his arrival in 
Denver thanks to 
him self-quaran-
tining before fly-
ing down.

"They did a 
few tests when I got there to 
make sure I was negative and 
all was good," he said.

Works hasn't made an 
appearance with the Pioneers 
yet but he has taken part in a 
few practices.

When he will get the 

chance to suit up is still up in 
the air, he said.

"I got to watch some games 
(this past weekend) but I have 
no idea when I'll get in the 
line-up," he said. There are 
two things Works has noticed 
during his short time in Den-
ver, the first being the style of 

hockey.
"The guys 

here are bigger 
and stronger and 
the pace is fast 
so that's been 
tough to adjust 
to," he said. "I 
didn't know 
anyone when I 
got here but the 
guys were really 
good and made 

it really easy to fit it." 
The second thing? The alti-
tude. 

Denver sits more than 
5,000 ft. above sea level and 
the air is rather thin at that 
height, something Works 
found out about the hard way.

"It's not horrible because I 
expected it but you really feel 
it," he said. "You can feel it 
when you walk around and if 
you're doing something high-
intensity, that's when it really 
hits you."

Works leaves the Oilers 
holding two franchise records: 
most goals in one regular sea-
son (43) and most points in 
a regular season (92). Both 
of those marks were set last 
season.

Tyler Deis, Okotoks' head 
coach, said in a statement that 
the team will miss Works 
immensely on and off the ice.

"His drive, passion to 
make teammates better, and 
just the way he could take 
over a game will be missed 
in our locker room," he said. 
"Hopefully, his attitude will 
rub off on others and encour-
age them to also take that next 
step, like Jack did. We could 
not be more excited to see 
him start his college hockey 
career, even though it is a bit 

earlier than expected." 
Leaving the team wasn't 

easy, said Works, but it was 
the right time to do so.

"It's a great team there and 
I loved being part of it but this 
was a chance I couldn't pass 

up," he said. "We only played 
three games and who knows 
what's going to happen to the 
rest of the (AJHL) season so 
this was the best decision for 
me to be able to keep playing 
hockey."

Jack Works officially joins University of Denver men's hockey team

From juniors to the collegiate ranks 

Chad Goddard Photography photo 

Jack Works, seen in action with the Okotoks Oilers of the Alberta Junior Hockey League, has made the move to collegiate hockey as he joined the University of 
Denver Pioneers' men's squad late last month.

by James McCarthy  
Northern News Services

"This was  
a chance  
I couldn't 
pass up."
– Jack Works
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So Jack Works is now a member of the University of Den-
ver's men's hockey team. It was going to happen but it's been 
pushed up a bit.

And I, for one, am happy he made the decision to go.
Sure, he could have stayed with the Okotoks Oilers and 

hope for the Alberta Junior Hockey League season to resume, 
like most others who were in the same situation Works was 
in. Ethan Anstey is in that same state of flux as he and his 
teammates on the Fort McMurray Oil Barons wait for the 
good word to come in.

Unfortunately for Anstey, he didn't have the same option 
Works did. And so Anstey sits and wonders what will hap-
pen.

Works had committed to join the Pioneers in December 
2019 and was going to do so once this AJHL season came to 
a close. He just got a jump on proceedings and from talking 
to him, he seems both happy and relieved.

You would be, too, if your immediate hockey future was 
dangling the way Works' was.

Works now gets the chance to play actual hockey, some-
thing he may not have had the chance to do had the Pioneers 
not come calling with great news of an opening on the roster. 
Could you imagine if Works went to training camp next fall 
with the Pioneers with a minimal amount of ice time? He 
would have been eaten alive.

That's the happiness portion. The relief portion comes in 
the form of knowing he won't have to try and get himself 
back into hockey shape like those in the AJHL will have to 
do once the Alberta government gives the league the green 
light to resume.

So what can Works expect in Denver? Well, for starters, 
he can expect to fight for ice time. He's the new kid on the 
block and won't be jumping two feet in right now. That's a 
good thing because having the chance to skate with the team 
in practice and see what it's all about will give Works a good 
idea of what he's dealing with.

Sure, everyone wants to jump in and get right down to 
business but when you're the rookie, you have to earn the ice 
time. It's similar to what Works would have faced when he 
was trying to crack the roster of the Oilers three years ago. It 
all turned out great and he's now where he is because of the 

Oilers but having lightning strike twice would be presump-
tive. 

Works himself even said he doesn't know when he'll don 
the Pioneers jersey but if he continues to work – and anyone 
who knows him will tell you he can work – he'll get a look-
see sooner rather than later. It's similar to being a rookie in 
the National Hockey League. Unless you're Connor McDavid, 
there's a high likelihood you won't become an overnight sen-
sation but the team will give you a shot. They want to see if 
you're worth the investment and the roster spot.

One big positive for Works is he has an extra year of eli-
gibility thanks to Covid-19. All collegiate athletes in the U.S. 
were given a bonus year due to the pandemic shutting every-
thing down and he will get that same benefit. In a way, he'll 
get five seasons with the Pioneers instead of the usual four. 
That gives him plenty of time to establish himself, maybe 
even get a sniff from professional scouts. He's told me that's 

not on his radar but anyone who plays sports at that level still 
has that in the back of their mind.

So how will Works do at the collegiate level? Who knows? 
He hasn't played a game yet but if his time with the Oilers is 
any indication, he'll be fine. And when it's all said and done, 
he'll have a degree in finance from the University of Denver 
to show for it.

Isn't that what's important in the long run?

Jack Works did exactly the right 
thing by leaving Okotoks 

Chad Goddard Photography photo 

Jack Works made the absolute right decision to head to the University of Denver to begin his collegiate hockey career. 
Northern News Services
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