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coming in 2021!" 

– Dawn Tremblay is looking forward to the new year as Ecology North's new executive director, page 6. 

Female jail guard alleges 
breach of safety in attack

Lisa Hann claims she received no back up while pepper-spraying or  
hand cuffing inmate Jordan Charlie because she is a woman
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Lisa Hann has been off work from the 
North Slave Correctional Complex since 
June 2, 2019 after raising safety and 
procedure concerns stemming from an 
inmate attack.
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Did we get it wrong?
Yellowknifer is committed to getting facts and 

names right. With that goes a commitment to acknow-
ledge mistakes and run corrections. If you spot an 
error in Yellowknifer, call 873-4031 and ask to speak 
to an editor, or email editorial@nnsl.com. We'll get a 
correction or clarification in as soon as we can.

News
Briefs

Man killed by transport after 
stepping onto Highway 3

A 45-year old man is dead following a col-
lision on Highway 3 New Year's Eve. The man 
was struck by a northbound tractor trailer after 
exiting his southbound vehicle. 

Behchoko RCMP received a call for service 
at around 5 p.m. and attended the scene at 
approximately kilometre 272, they advised in a 
news release.  

The highway was closed for a period of 
time as the NT RCMP Forensic Identification 
Service attended to assist with the investigation. 
The RCMP are working with the Department 
of Infrastructure on their commercial vehicle 
investigation and the NWT Coroner Service with 
their investigation. 

RCMP have not laid any charges at this time 
and extends its condolences to the family of the 
deceased.

– Natalie Pressman 

Rebecca Broman wins $50,000 in 
Stanton Foundation raffle

Rebecca Broman has won $50,000 for the 
Grand Prize of the Stanton Territorial Hospital 
Foundation's New Year Cash and Prize Raffle, 
the Foundation announced in a Facebook post 
Friday.

Her prize, sponsored by Northwestel was 
among the 10 raffle winnings worth $99,000.

Phila Fyten took the second prize of $20,000 
that was co-sponsored by McDonald's, Holly 
Rein won $10,000 for third prize co-sponsored 
by Anytime Fitness and Rachel Yakkeina won 
$5,000 for fourth prize that was co-sponsored by 
Copperhouse.

– Blair McBride

RCMP arrest downtown 
break-and-enter suspect

The Yellowknife RCMP have arrested a 
29-year old man in relation to a series of break 
and enter offences. 

The suspect is believed to be connected to a 
number of break and enters, including an offence 
at the downtown Reddi Mart reported Dec. 23. 
At approximately 4:09 a.m. on Dec. 24, Yellow-
knife RCMP responded to a call for service 
regarding an alleged break and enter at a busi-
ness near 50th Avenue and 43rd Street. 

RCMP attended and discovered a broken 
window. Members located and arrested the sus-
pect shortly thereafter. 

The man is currently in RCMP custody 
and the investigation is ongoing. No charges 
have been proven in court.   In a news release 
Thursday, Yellowknife RCMP said they are 
"committed to providing a safe community and 
are actively taking steps to curb and investigate 
property crime in the community."

– Natalie Pressman

NWT renews public 
health emergency

Julie Green, minister of Health and Social 
Services, has again extended the territory-wide 
public health emergency on the advice of chief 
public health officer Dr. Kami Kandola.

The latest, and 21st extension since the state 
of emergency was announced, continues through 
Jan. 19, 2021. 

"The Public Health Emergency is required 
to continue to decisively respond to shifts in the 
NWT’s own public health situation, and main-
tain preventative measures," Health and Social 
Services spokesperson Mike Westwick wrote in 
a news release Tuesday. 

There are more than 78 thousand active cases 
in Canada as of Tuesday afternoon. All of the 
NWT’s 24 confirmed cases have recovered.

– Natalie Pressman

Denendeh-Rose Margaret Anderson 
came into the world on New Year's Day at 
8:25 p.m. Both mother and father, though 
admittedly sleep-deprived, couldn't contain 
their excitement in an interview Monday 
after the baby arrived at a "pretty tall" 54 
centimetres and at a weight of eight pounds 
and 15 ounces.

Laurie-Ann Lines, 32, is a member of 
the Yellowknives Dene First Nation, a PhD 
candidate with the School of Public Health 
at the University of Alberta and a Canadian 
Vanier Scholar.

 Shaun Anderson, 39, of Cree descent 
and raised Metis, is from Alberta and stud-
ies in the Indigenous Media program at Blue 
Quills University in St. Paul, Alta.

"It has been really great here and we 
were so surprised that nobody had a baby 

yet because it was so late (on New Years' 
Day)," Lines said, laughing from her hos-
pital room.

 "They kept telling us that we were a 
strong contender for the New Years baby 
because nobody else had been here in labour 
yet." Both gave glowing reviews of their 
care at Stanton since Lines was admitted 
on Jan. 1.

 "The staff here have been amazing and 
so helpful," Lines said. "During the delivery 
and each time the staff changed, it was 
always the perfect team that was there for 
the moment.

 "It is hard to believe especially during 
Covid-19 that the team was so great. Even 
the janitors cleaned so appropriately and 
everybody was amazing and at their best." 
Both Lines and Anderson said that the name 
Denendeh-Rose has special significance to 
them both as she is named after both of their 

mothers. The Denendeh portion of her name 
was "suggested by a family member," Lines 
explained.

 "We found that our baby, when we 
called out 'Denendeh' to her, that is what she 
responded to three times."

 The Rose portion of the name was 
designated to the memory of Anderson's 
late mother.

 "We always knew Rose was going to 
be part of her name because it was my late 
mom's name who passed away last year," 
Anderson said. 

"Close to six months after that we found 
out we were pregnant." Anderson said he 
was especially happy to learn that it was a 
little girl.

 "I always knew it was going to be a girl 
ever since she had been expecting," he said.

 "We're extremely happy our little angel 
is here." 

by Simon Whitehouse 
Northern News Services

photo submitted by Laurie-Ann Lines

Denendeh-Rose Margaret Anderson, born on New Years Day at Stanton Territorial Hospital, was Yellowknife's first 
baby of 2021. 

Laurie-Ann Lines and her partner Shaun Anderson were beaming 
this week after their daughter was the first baby born in 2021

'Extremely happy our 
little angel is here'

Blair McBride/NNSL photo

BorDEN BlazE
The yellowknife fire Division (ykfD) attended to a vehicle fire on Borden Drive in yellowknife on Tuesday afternoon. 
There were no injuries reported in the incident, said City of yellowknife spokesperson Alison Harrower. The fire was 
extinguished with a fire extinguisher before ykfD arrived on the scene. The vehicle sustained damage to its interior 
and rear window. An rCMP investigation found that no one had been inside the vehicle and there was no criminal 
element involved, said rCMP spokesperson Marie york Condon.
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Health authorities began vac-
cinating residents and staff against 
Covid-19 on Dec. 31 at AVENS 
Manor in Yellowknife and at the 
Jimmy Erasmus Seniors Home in 
Behchoko, Department of Health 
and Social Services spokesperson 
Damien Healy said in a news 
release.

"A team from the Northwest Ter-
ritories Health and Social Services 
Authority (NTHSSA) was deployed 
to vaccinate residents and staff at 
these two long term care facilities 
earlier today," the release said. "The 
team was made up logisticians, 
nurses and translators who were 
also on site to help the local health 
care staff who are considered the 
experts in their communities deliver 
the vaccine."

The vaccinations come just one 
day after Chief Public Health Offi-
cer Dr. Kami Kandola said the vac-
cine program for Elders would start 
over the next week, and days after 
the first shipment of 7,200 doses 
of Moderna vaccine arrived in the 
NWT. It requires two doses given 
four weeks apart for immunization.

Elders in long-term care homes 
and staff are categorized by the 
Office of the Chief Public Health 
Officer (CPHO) as being among 
those at highest risk and priority for 
vaccination.

They're among the priority 
groups for vaccinations which also 
include individuals with chronic 
medical conditions, frontline health 
care workers, resident workers who 
live in the NWT but work regularly 
outside the territory or at camps 

with non-residents and Indigenous 
people in remote communities.

The priority groups will receive 
vaccinations in a phased format that 
will be expanded to the entire eli-
gible NWT population as vaccine 
supplies increase.

The release stated March of 2021 
is the target for completion of the 
vaccination roll out, adding that 
NWT residents can be confident 
that top Canadian experts, scientists, 
and medical professionals carefully 
reviewed all of the scientific data 
and evidence for vaccine safety and 
effectiveness.

NWT residents have a choice 
whether or not to receive the Covid-
19 vaccine, though even if residents 
aren't at high risk of severe disease 
from coronavirus, receiving the vac-
cine will help protect others.

"Think of your friends, family, 
co-workers, elders, and other com-
munity members. The GNWT 
encourages all eligible adult resi-
dents to get vaccinated," the release 
said.

Health Minister Julie Green said 
she's glad at how the first day of 
vaccination has progressed after 
residents at long-term care facilities 
began receiving vaccines Thursday 
morning.

"(I'm) excited about the months 
ahead as we work to vaccinate 
the rest of our eligible population. 
Though vaccinations are not man-
datory, vaccine uptake will be espe-
cially important to protect those 
who cannot yet receive the Moderna 
vaccine, including residents who are 
pregnant, immunocompromised, or 
less than 18 years of age. It's import-
ant we all play our part in returning 

the North to life as we knew it 
before the pandemic and get vac-
cinated for the safety of our loved 
ones," she said.

Premier Caroline Cochrane said 
the GNWT has always been com-

mitted to protecting residents and 
communities, especially the most 
vulnerable ones.

"It has been our commitment 
to evidence-based decision making, 
and to listening to the advice of our 

medical professionals and those in 
the scientific community that (has 
brought us to) the cusp of beginning 
to overcome one of the biggest chal-
lenges our society has ever faced," 
she said.

Roll-out plan will be extended to general population when supply increases
by Blair McBride  

Northern News Services

photos courtesy of GNWT  

Vaccinations against Covid-19 using the Moderna vaccine began on Thursday for Elders and 
support staff at long-term care facilities in Yellowknife and Behchoko. 

Vaccination of NWT Elders 
begin in YK and Behchoko

The vaccinations, seen here starting with Bruce Jonasson, have brought a sense of relief that hopefully the end of the pandemic will be coming, said Frances 
Bower, director of care at AVENS Manor in Yellowknife. 
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'Marvellous' to get Covid-19 
vaccine, says AVENS resident

One of the first NWT resi-
dents to receive the Moderna 
vaccine said it was "marvel-
lous" to be vaccinated on 
Dec. 31.

"I thought we were going 
to be waiting much longer 
and boom – it came today," 
said Bruce Jonasson, who 
spoke to reporters outside 
AVENS Manor in Yellow-
knife, where he is a resident.

Jonasson was among doz-
ens of people at AVENS and 
at Jimmy Erasmus Seniors 
Home in Behchoko who 
were the first in the NWT to 
receive the vaccine on Dec. 
30.

"Personal vanity" motiv-
ated him to be one of the 
first to receive the vaccine, 
he said, and so his grandsons 
could see him in the media.

Jonasson said he had no 
reluctance to receive the vac-
cine and only felt "a little 
light-headed" just after get-
ting the jab at 10 a.m.

"(I feel) perfect," he said. 
"Go get (the vaccine) as fast 
as possible. It makes you feel 
good. It makes you feel like 
there's progress in our abys-
mal lives."

Marie Nickerson, a logis-
tician who helps the nurses 
with the vaccinations and 
"cold chain" storage of the 
vaccine vials  said the initial 
roll out went well.

"Everybody's happy. It's 
New Year's Eve. This is a 
great way to start the new 
year. It's been awesome," she 
said.

More than 90 people were 
vaccinated in total on Dec. 
31, she said.

The vaccines were trans-
ported to AVENS in cooler 
packs that keep the Mod-
erna vials at the required low 
temperatures. Once they're 
defrosted they can be stored 
at  temperatures of between 

2 C and 8 C for 30 days but 
they can't be refrozen. After 
vaccine vials are opened they 
must be used in six hours.

Nickerson was hired last 
week and has been receiving 
training since then.

It wasn't yet known how 
many residents at AVENS 
remain to be vaccinated, 
however, Frances Bower, dir-
ector of care at AVENS said 
Thursday's vaccinations have 
brought a "sense of relief that 
hopefully the end of the pan-
demic will be coming."

AVENS was only 
informed on Wednesday that 
the vaccinations would hap-
pen on Thursday, she said.

Bower acknowledged that 
even though about 95 per cent 
of AVENS residents received 
the vaccine, a few residents 
refused to be vaccinated.

"Like everyone, the resi-
dents here have a right to 
choice," she said. "I believe 
there will be another oppor-
tunity for the residents who 
chose not to be (vaccinated), 
if they change their mind in 
the future to be able to have 
that vaccination."

Scott Robertson, a nurse 
and organizer of the vaccine 
roll out said the vaccinations 
in Yellowknife and Behchoko 
proceeded smoothly accord-
ing to reports he received 
from his teams.

"The complexity of this 
vaccine is the transportation," 
he said. "It is transported fro-
zen. As soon as it's thawed 
(we're) very limited in how 
much we can move it without 
damaging it. (And) it's chal-
lenging with the speed this is 
unfolding. We only received 
the product monograph a 
few days ago and we had to 
rapidly translate the informa-
tion for our teams and for the 
public. Our teams have been 
working every day over the 
holidays.

"The complexity of this 

vaccine, the transportation 
and the storage and also the 
excitement and the attention 
around it gives it a little bit 
more prominence today."

Eighteen logisticians and 
about 44 nurses have been 
redeployed for the vac-
cine effort, Robertson said. 
Groups and personnel would 
be sent out to the commun-
ities as required.

He said it feels good to be 
part of the first vaccine effort 
in the NWT.

"Everyone in the North 
is a big family. It feels like 
you're doing something use-
ful and helpful  for the people 
you care about."

Thursday's vaccinations 
come just three days after 
the NWT's first shipment of 
7,200 doses of Moderna vac-

cine arrived in Yellowknife.
Elders in long-term facili-

ties and their staff are slated 
to the first to receive the 
vaccine in the NWT, before 
the roll out for other pri-
ority groups begins during 
the week of Jan. 11. Those 
groups include  individuals 
with high-risk health condi-
tions, front line health-care 
workers and Indigenous resi-

dents of remote communities.
A second shipment of 

7,200 doses of Moderna is 
expected to come at the end 
of January and is part of the 
federal government's  com-
mitment to provide enough 
vaccine to vaccinate 75 per 
cent of the eligible popula-
tion, said Chief Public Health 
Officer Dr. Kami Kandola on 
Dec. 30.

by Blair McBride 
Northern News Services

Eighteen logisticians and roughly 44 nurses
 redeployed for distribution efforts

Blair McBride/NNSL photo 

Bruce Jonasson, a resident at AVENS Manor in Yellowknife, was one of the first people in the NWT to 
receive the Moderna vaccine on Dec. 31. 

Active cases: 0
Confirmed cases: 24
recovered cases: 24
Completed tests: 9,908
Negative tests: 9,884
Pending tests: 53
Days since first confirmed case: 272
Days since last confirmed case: 0

Common symptoms: fever, (60 per cent), 
muscle aches or pain (53 per cent), cough (53 
per cent), sore throat (33 per cent), diharrhea 
(13 per cent), difficulty breathing (seven per 
cent)

fact file
nWt covid-19 Situation aS of Jan. 5

Source: Office of the Chief Public Health Officer

Scan for the
latest GNWT

Covid-19 statistics
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With the new year comes 
a new executive director for 
Ecology North.

"It's kind of exciting. It feels 
nice to be able to provide some 
continuity and stability to the 
team in a different year," said 
Dawn Tremblay, the environ-
mental organization's new 
leader.

Tremblay served in an 
interim role since September, 
following the departure of for-
mer executive director Craig 
Scott, who left the position 
last year.

But while Tremblay is new 
to the position, she's a veteran 
member of the environmental 
group.

Born in Fort Simpson and 
raised in Yellowknife, Trem-
blay joined Ecology North 
in 2010 after returning to the 
NWT following her graduation 
from the University of Alberta, 
where she attained degrees in 
political science and French.

"(I'm) also a certified com-
post operator," she said.

She started out as an office 
administrator and spent most 
of the last 11 years working as 
a project manager.

"For the past four years I've 
been lucky enough to focus 
on the big project of working 
with the City of Yellowknife 
on the centralized composting 

program. I could go out to the 
compost facility and work with 
the team there. It was a good 
combination of outside work 
and office work."

Looking ahead in 2021, 
Tremblay admitted that it's 
tough to pinpoint what will be 
the main environmental issues 
facing the NWT.

"If I've learned anything 
from 2020 it's that you can 
never know what's coming in 
2021!" she said, laughing.

However, climate change 
and how governments are 
responding to it are top of 
mind for her.

In the short-term, govern-
ments need to focus on formu-
lating a clear climate change 
policy with reduced emissions 
targets, according to Tremblay.

"It would be important 
to get it right," she said. "It 
might be a daunting task but 
we need to make it happen 
in an equitable and fair way 
and I wouldn't want to see it 
done in a way that disadvan-
tages people and their com-
munities. You wouldn't want to 
disadvantage a community that 
relies on diesel power plants. 
It's a matter of facilitating that 
transition towards sustainable 
green energy. We need to work 
towards reducing our emis-
sions and work towards more 
sustainable energy sources."

Climate change doesn't just 

mean warmer temperatures, 
but also less consistent weather 
patterns.

"(There's) the changing 
consistency of access to the 
winter road season. Even with 
the Dettah ice road, two years 
ago the ice castle (melted and) 

flooded. We rely on that con-
sistency for getting out onto 
the land, getting out the cabin 
and hauling supplies," said 
Tremblay.

As those issues make them-
selves felt in the NWT, she 
sees Ecology North providing 
education to the public.

"Even if you don't consider 
yourself an environmental-
ist, I look forward to working 
with you and bringing people 
and knowledge together for a 
healthy Northern environment 
that includes and benefits all of 
us," she said.

In terms of concrete actions 
for 2021, Tremblay said she's 
focused on Ecology North's 
new strategic plan that covers 
2020-2023. Among the docu-
ment's objectives are develop-
ing tools that can be used by 

multiple communities over 
long-term periods; engaging 
youth to become advocates 
and environmental stewards; 
providing training opportun-
ities and educating on cli-
mate change mitigation, water 
stewardship, waste reduction, 
biodiversity conservation and 
local food production.

She's also looking forward 
to making some milestone 
events happen, regardless of 
progress of Covid-19 vaccina-
tions.

"Our annual coffee house 
(happens) during Earth Week 
in April. We weren't able to 
gather in person last year. This 
year we'll make it happen. We 
could do it outside, we can be 
creative. It's going to be a fun 
challenge," she said.

Another highlight is the 

Young Leaders Summit on 
Northern Climate Change in 
August, a biennial event that 
was first held in Inuvik in 
2009.

Most prominently for Ecol-
ogy North will be its 50th 
anniversary bash later this 
year. The precise time of the 
celebration hasn't been set 
because there's still ongoing 
research into the most appro-
priate date, Tremblay said.

"According to the lore of 
the organization, there was a 
date that it first met and then 
there was a date when it was 
incorporated as a society. And 
then we gained charity status 
after that," she said. "So we'd 
love to hear stories from folks. 
We'll be reaching out to some 
of our 'founding fathers,' so to 
speak."

Dawn Tremblay takes helm during organization's 50th anniversary

Ecology North welcomes new executive director

photo courtesy of ecology North

Facing the challenges of climate change calls for managing the transition to green energy while being 
equitable and fair to communities, said Dawn Tremblay, the new executive director of Ecology North.

by Blair McBride 
Northern News Services
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The person who initiated a high-profile pepper-spray takedown 
of an inmate following a vicious attack on a correctional officer 
in May 2019 says the incident reflects a work environment that 
neglects the safety of staff, especially women, and it has led to her 
life being destroyed.

Lisa Hann worked as a corrections officer with the North Slave 
Correctional Complex (NSCC) from 2011 to 2019. On May 28, 
2019, inmate Jordan Charlie repeatedly punched and kicked the 
correctional officer who was escorting him to his cell following 
a video court appearance. The attack left the officer hospitalized 
with minor injuries.

Hann said on the day of the attack, she was acting deputy war-
den of operations in charge of the high-security area of the jail and 
that she was the first to respond with pepper spray.

"I heard yelling from behind a door and when I opened the 
door the inmate was kicking and punching an officer that was on 
the floor," Hann recalled. "I immediately responded and sprayed 
the inmate with pepper spray and stopped the attack."

Because of her duties on that day and based on standard oper-
ating protocol at the jail, Hann said she should never have been the 
one to physically handle the inmate.

She maintains that the jail's standing operating protocol should 
have resulted in immediate backup from the several officers who 
can be seen in a nearby doorway in a video recording of the inci-
dent. Hann alleges that the other acting deputy warden on duty 
stood in the way in the nearby doorway and prevented the support 
of additional officers required to immediately assist her with the 
violent inmate.

"So I sprayed him (Charlie) and absolutely nobody is coming to 
my defence," she said, noting she briefly stood by after spraying, 
waiting for backup that didn’t arrive. "I’m the one that sprayed 
him. I am the one who is cuffing him and nobody – but nobody – 
is coming to help me because the guy at the door is telling them 
not to help me."

Some officers were allowed to assist the injured officer in the 
hallway as Hann proceeded to cuff Charlie with a case manager 
by her side calling for Charlie to get on the floor.

Soon thereafter an intake officer, as can be seen in the video, 
pushed past the acting deputy warden in the doorway to offer 
Hann assistance in taking Charlie to a secure cell. Hann said this 
was absolutely necessary because Charlie was physically bigger 
than her and not someone she could handle on her own.

"When I sprayed him, there should have been an officer at his 
feet shackling him, an officer at his shoulders and another one 
cuffing him," Hann said. "I should have been the fourth officer 
giving direction because I’m the one who sprayed him. I should 
not have had to touch him. Then he should have been brought to 
the cell and any excess officers should have been behind in case 
he decided to act up again."

After arriving with Charlie at his cell, however, two blue-shirt 

officers that followed her and left the area completely, Hann said.
"As per protocol, once we arrived at the inmate’s cell I removed 

the cuffs so he could decontaminate himself from the pepper 
spray," she said. "When I looked up after the cuffs were removed, 
I discovered the only one on the door was ... the case manager and 
the officers had left. I was shocked."

Had another incident occurred with Charlie, the two women 
and the intake officer were separated from additional officer help 
by a security door, a long hallway, and a second security door. She 
estimates there would be about a 30-second response time due to 
the distance.

Hann said the incident occurred during the late afternoon 
of the first day of a scheduled seven-day shift. She worked the 
following five days. However, when she was scheduled to work 
on June 2, 2019 with the acting deputy warden who she said 
prevented the officers from helping her, she refused out of safety 
concerns. The violent takedown of Charlie had left her feeling 
there was "a major safety issue" with a lack of support due to being 
a female officer.

officers 'make themselves scarce'
"When male officers take control of a situation, officers rally 

around to provide backup but when I took charge I noticed that 
officers make themselves scarce," she said.

"The following day I filled out Workers’ Safety (and) Compen-
sation Commission (WSCC) papers and went off of work," Hann 
said. "The incident itself with the inmate was not upsetting for me; 
it was the fact that I felt my safety was jeopardized as a result of 
(the other acting deputy warden) blocking my backup. I did not 
feel safe reporting to work. I had no trust in my fellow officers or 
supervisors to assist me and I was being actively targeted by my 
fellow officers."

Hann remains off work, but has collected pay while on WSCC.
She communicated her safety concerns and her alarm over the 

other acting deputy warden's actions during a July 18, 2019 meet-
ing with department officials, union representatives and the war-
den. She demanded the acting deputy warden's in-charge status be 
revoked in exchange for her returning to work.

At that meeting, according to Hann, NSCC warden John 
Nahanni disputed her version of events. Rather than using the 
video, she said Nahanni provided still photos of officers cuffing 
the inmate after the incident.

"Now the warden pulls out a time-stamped series of photos that 
shows uniformed officers inside and outside the cell while I was 
taking the cuffs off of (Charlie) in his cell," Hann said.

"I felt that presenting the still photos at this meeting was 
completely illustrating the incident in a way so as not to show the 
entirety of the situation. Those stills were from a different part of 
the incident, after the inmate was back in his cell, and they were 
time stamped to make it look like they occurred during the pin-
nacle of the incident. I felt that it was put together to get the panel 
to see me as being unstable and sick."

The Union of Northern Workers filed a grievance on Dec. 
21, 2020 on Hann’s behalf stating they agreed that the employer 
"failed to provide Ms. Hann with a work environment free from 
harassment, discrimination, and abuse of authority as required by 
GNWT Harassment Free and Respectful Workplace Policy.

"The union alleges that this harassment, discrimination and 
abuse of authority have been the result of discrimination based 
on prohibited grounds," states the letter. "Ms. Hann has been 
discriminated against based on her sex by a sexist work culture 
promoted and tolerated by management and staff at the NSCC and 
the Department of Justice."

Todd Parsons, president of the UNW, stated in a Jan. 5 email 
that he wouldn't comment.

Hann contends the incident and the way it was handled by 
NSCC management both during and afterwards is reflective of a 
workplace culture of lax safety protocols and overall discrimina-
tory treatment of women.

Had she not intervened in the way she did, Hann believes 
much more harm would have been inflicted on the officer who 
was assaulted.

"He was off for a short while as his face recovered," Hann said. 
"He was pretty beat up. As you can see from the video, he had 

the (expletive) kicked out of him. Another couple of kicks and 
(Charlie) might have done some serious damage."

Charlie was later sentenced to four-and-a-half years in prison 
on convictions of aggravated assault, robbery and assaulting a 
peace officer.

Yellowknifer provided the Department of Justice questions 
about Hann's allegations Jan. 4 but did not receive a response 
before press deadline.

After an inmate's attack, NSCC guard Lisa Hann waited for backup that never came

'No trust in my fellow officers'

by Simon Whitehouse  
Northern News Services

Lisa Hann, the 
corrections offi-
cer responsible 
for pepper-spray-
ing inmate Jor-
dan Charlie on 
May 28, 2019, 
says she was 
put  in danger 
and her life was 
destroyed follow-
ing the incident.
Simon Whitehouse/NNSL photo
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CommeNts aNd vIews from YEllowkNifEr aNd letters to the edItor

Editorial & opinions

The vaccinations have 
brought a sense of relief 
that hopefully the end of 
the pandemic will be com-
ing, said Frances Bower, 
director of care at AVENS 
Manor in Yellowknife. 
Blair McBride/NNSL photo

this was a holiday season like no 
other and we hope Yellowknifers were 
spared difficulty during what is nor-
mally the most celebratory time of 
year. 

we may have received the best gift 
we could ask for, however: Covid-19 
vaccines.

although things looked shaky 
at the outset, Canada was able to 
secure millions of doses of moderna 
and Pfizer vaccines. several thousand 
doses of the moderna product were 
earmarked for the North. as prom-
ised by territorial health minister Julie 
Green and chief public health officer 
dr. Kami Kandola, batches of the 
moderna shots were brought into the 
territory before the end of 2020 and 
the roll-out plan has begun in the new 
year.

It is truly amazing that in less than 
one full year a vaccine has been 
developed, approved and distributed.

as photos circulate of Bruce Jonas-
son, a resident at aven manor in 
Yellowknife, being one of the first 
high-priority individuals to get the vac-
cine, questions arise about how this 
plays into the GNwt's plan to emerge 
from the pandemic.

Nearly forgotten in the public dis-
course for the past several months, 
the territorial government had set up 
a step-by-step plan for how we would 

move from a full-fledged lockdown to 
return to normal life. 

It's called emerging wisely, and 
it was generally followed until we 
moved into phase two on June 12. 
since then the government has 
budged a little – allowing some 
events, such as sports, to take place 
with exemptions – but the meter 
hasn't moved much otherwise. even 
though most businesses are open, 
many still have limits on how many 
customers can enter or what kind of 
events can be held, even outdoors. 

the GNwt's plan states that once 
a vaccine is approved and distributed, 
we'd be getting back to life as nor-
mal.

the department of health has 
released information indicating that 
enough doses should be obtained and 
distributed so that 75 per cent of the 
population will received the required 
two doses by april. should we be 
getting our hopes up for a return to 
normal by then? will we be able to 
loosen isolation protocols?

many are waiting with bated breath 
to find out, and the government 
should be ready to tell us. Between 
the department of health, health and 
social services authority and now the 
Covid-19 Coordinating secretariat, it 
is surprising that all of those minds 
are still ironing out an explanation of 
what we can expect. 

People have generally followed the 
rules and made plenty of sacrifices. 
the quality of their lives, and, in many 
cases, their livelihoods depend on the 
reopening of Yellowknife and the terri-
tory. they deserve some answers.

at times when the pandemic 
seemed most bleak, our health offi-
cials helped us move forward to the 
point we are at now. the Nwt has 
consequently been among the safest 
places in Canada, if not the world 
amid the pandemic. full credit to 
everyone for that achievement.

the vaccine gives rise to greater 
hope for the coming months, but we 
lack detail on what happens after the 
bulk of Nwt residents get their shots. 

while we certainly don't expect 
exact dates at this juncture, it is 
incumbent on the department of 
health, if not the premier, to spell 
out the anticipated scenario and 
what possible pitfalls could delay the 
resumption of our normal lifestyles. 
the public is entitled to be made 
aware of that much.

Are we 
there yet?

With the good news of vaccinations beginning, it's time the government 
started telling residents when they can expect a return to normalcy 
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All letters submitted must be signed with a return 
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Not all letters will necessarily be published. Pref-
erence is given to short letters of broad interest or 
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We particularly encourage new contributors as  
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opinion.
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those published elsewhere are seldom used. We 
reserve the right to edit for length or taste and to 
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What are your New Year's resolutions?

dave taylor
"i've been thinking 
about going swimming 
more but, otherwise, 
more of the same."

david Pin
"Hopefully travelling 
more."

Jeffrey Watson
"i always say, new year, 
new me."

Romie Gurkirad
"i don't want to make 
promises for the year. 
Whatever comes, we'll 
see."

Brett Properzi
"This was one of those 
years where i didn't sit 
down to think about it."

Kamal Gill
"it's hard to keep them 
so why bother?"

We asked you!
with Natalie Pressman

editorial@nnsl.com

express yourself: Write a letter to the editor
Letters should be short and to the point. No longer than 500 words, please. your letter should be relevant to our readers. emailed letters are preferred. include your full name and a phone number, as we verify 
authenticity of all letters prior to publication. We may edit your letter for grammar, length (for our print version) or any potential legal issues. 
Email your letter to: editorial@nnsl.com with the subject line: Letter to The editor 
Or by regular mail: yellowknifer 5108 50 St., yellowknife, nt., X1a 1S2 attn: editor 

commentary

Two days before Christmas, my friend in 
Fort Resolution said that for the third year 
in a row, she and her partner had to aban-
don their house because the sewage lines 
froze. Without sewage lines, the house was 
uninhabitable. They were forced to pack up 
their Christmas belongings – again – and 
move in with family, creating an overcrowded 
housing situation for everyone. The move 
was more stressful this year during the pan-
demic when we are all being told to stay 
within our bubble. 

Sadly, overcrowded and inadequate hous-
ing is the status quo in NWT com-
munities.   

It is noteworthy that this inci-
dent happened two weeks after 
Alternatives North released a 
report that linked poverty and 
inadequate housing. My friend, 
university educated and with a 
good job, is not immune to the 
have and have-not divide in the 
NWT. Poverty's harm is multi-
plied for many by racial divisions. 
And it is not only a problem in 
the smaller communities. In some 
Yellowknife neighborhoods over-
crowded, rundown housing is the 
reality.  

Overcrowded housing in Nuna-
vut worsened the impact of Covid.  It is one 
of the major reasons why there were border 
guards safeguarding communities in the 
NWT. We knew that once introduced there, it 
could quickly become a wildfire.  

Increasing the housing supply in the com-
munities was one of this Legislative Assem-
bly's priorities when it first took office in 
2019. That changed quickly when Covid hit 
but as the poverty report noted, if we ever 
want to decrease the gap between the haves 
and have-nots in the territories, we must pro-
vide decent housing. We do not need to look 
overseas to see third world conditions; we 
only have to look in our own backyard.

As Maslow's hierarchy of needs suggests, 

without stable and suitable housing, people 
cannot move toward self-actualization and 
create better lives and futures for themselves. 
Housing is the first rung on that ladder.   

While attending Aurora College five years 
ago, it was disheartening for me to learn that 
some of the choices students were forced to 
make to attend post-secondary school was 
between enrolling or giving up their housing. 
It was an either/or situation because housing 
was in such short supply. If they gave up their 
unit, it could take years to get another – if 
ever. No one should be in this position.  

If the system was working to help people, 
it would provide more housing and 
more satellite education. Sadly, 
many students, used to the support 
of their home community, were not 
successful in their studies and had 
to deal with consequences – trying 
to find a new place there to live. 
Why are these people – who are 
the very backbone of this terri-
tory – ignored and forced into this 
position?  How come their voices 
are not being heard?  

We have lofty ambitions to cre-
ate massive hydroelectric projects 
to provide energy to mines that do 
not exist, yet cannot provide basic 
housing to those in need.  

Every government wants to 
leave a legacy. Thus, we have a bridge that 
went into massive cost overruns and a hos-
pital the territories paid for but rents from a 
southern company. And now we're chasing an 
expanded hydroelectric project that will cause 
massive environmental damage and produce 
energy that no one needs. How about some-
thing of real value; housing for all who need 
it? Now that would be something to really be 
remembered for.   

Covid has been at the forefront of our 
minds for the last several months but 
adequate housing is needed for a healthy 
population.   

How about this year, 2021, we start 
with that – housing for all. 

noteS  
from the trail

nancy vail is a longtime 
Yellowknifer concerned with 

social justice.

Northern News Services

Housing first in 2021

NNSL file photo

The Arnica Inn, which is now a transitional housing project in Yellowknife. More permanent housing solutions for Yellowknife and the NWT need to be found in 
2021 if we wish to end social issues related to poverty and overcrowding, writes columnist Nancy Vail.
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January
Volunteers, RCMP step up 

search for Sladjana
Police in Yellowknife were engaged in an "around the clock" 

search for 60-year-old Sladjana Petrovic, who was last seen on 
Dec. 26, 2019. 

Residents and businesses were asked for assistance, while 
Yellowknife Ground Search and Rescue (YKGSAR) and a heli-
copter were deployed to the Tin Can Hill area after police received 
an unsuccessful tip about a piece of clothing found on Dec. 27.

In a press conference held on Jan. 3, friends of Petrovic, joined 
by Yellowknife Centre MLA Julie Green, appealed to the public 
in the hopes of finding the Serbian-born woman who had lived in 
Yellowknife for about 20 years.

RCMP recovered her body late night May 1 located in a 
wooded area just off of the Pat McMahon Frame Lake Trail. She 
was remembered as a music lover and a lifelong learner.

Foster parents vent at 'crisis'
One of five foster care parents and adoption caregivers who 

detailed shocking shortfalls – past and present – in the territory's 
child care system, told the Yellowknifer their voices aren't being 
heard. 

Their accounts stand in stark contrast to the picture being 
painted by the Department of Health and Social Services (HSS). 

In December of 2019, HSS offered an update on the child and 
family services' Quality Improvement Plan, a three-year strategy 
tabled in August of that year. Citing the completion of 23 out of 
70 "action items," the department touted progress on a number of 
fronts, from revamped minimum contact standards to bolstered 
resource analytics. 

But for many of the foster care providers Yellowknifer sat down 
with, the report means next to nothing – families aren't seeing any 
trickle-down benefits from structural changes at the top.  

Giant Mine remediation 
faces public hearings    

A week of public hearings kicked off at the Nova Hotel in 

Yellowknife to weigh the federal government's $1 billion plan to 
clean up Giant Mine. 

The plan up for discussion is the culmination of over a dec-
ade's worth of work and aims to secure a 20-year water licence, 
and a five-year land-use permit for clean-up.

Some of the plan's goals for the site include building a water 
treatment plant, cleaning contaminated soil and sediments, cap-
ping four tailing ponds and freezing about 237,000 tonnes of 
arsenic dust underground.  

The Yellowknives Dene First Nation stated the remediation 
process has "not accommodated our Treaty and Aboriginal 
rights." Calling for a community benefits agreement and com-
munity monitoring of the site, the Yellowknives also argued the 
arsenic freeze-in-plan was not a permanent solution.  

The Yellowknives called for compensation and an apology for 
the damage caused by the mine, and that call was renewed Dec. 2.

'Low' risk coronavirus will 
reach NWT: GNWT

While risk of coronavirus in NWT is low, chief public health 
officer Kami Kandola advised residents to take precautions. 

When asked if the health department was concerned due to 
the high number of tourists arriving in the territory from China at 
this time of year, Kandola said the likelihood of the coronavirus 
spreading to the NWT is low because travellers are screened 
before entering Canada. 

"Right now the direct threat to Canada appears low," Kandola 
said. "We have to realize that China has over a billion people and 
(of) the number of cases right now, the majority are in Wuhan," 
she added

By the end of January Covid-19 had been confirmed in rough-
ly 800 patients worldwide, the vast majority in the Wuhan area. 
There had been 41 deaths linked to the disease, with the World 
Health Organization stating it was too soon to declare a global 
health emergency.

Teen sentenced to four years in death 
of Ahmed Mahamud Ali

A Yellowknife teen who beat an on-duty taxi driver to death 
November 2018  in a "brutal" and "senseless" act of "uncontrolled 
rage" received a four-year sentence, two years shorter than what 
prosecutors were calling for. 

Elias Schiller, 19, pleaded guilty to manslaughter in the 
death of Ahmed Mahamud Ali, 73, a longtime City Cab driver 
described by devastated friends and family as a pillar in Yellow-
knife's Somalian community. 

His father James – who later pleaded guilty to being an acces-
sory after the fact to aggravated assault – decided to take Ali to 
the hospital. Both men mistakenly believed Ali was still alive at 
the time James drove him to the hospital, the court heard.

Justice Andrew Mahar sentenced the 51-year-old to a six-
month jail sentence. With pre-trial custody credit, that amounts to 
time served, meaning James had no time left to serve.

February
Evidence of arsenic exposure in  
small animals near Giant Mine

Small animals near Giant Mine carry the effects of long-term 
arsenic exposure in their brains and eyes, suggests recent studies 
in science journals Chemosphere and The Science of the Total 
Environment. 

"What I do know for sure based on the preliminary study we 
just conducted, the animals around Yellowknife are definitely 
going through some level of environmental stress," University of 
Saskatchewan professor Solomon Amuno said about the study, 
which also featured researchers from his school and McGill 
University. 

A similar study also showed poor health among hares in the 
vicinity of Giant Mine in 2017.

NWT Chief Public Health Officer Dr. Kami Kandola stated 
the study has no direct implications on public health. "It would 
be difficult to translate the impact of arsenic or cadmium expos-
ure and the observed adverse health effects on small animals to 
humans," she said.

Questions swirl as Aurora prez axed
Education, Culture and Employment Minister RJ Simpson 

wasn't originally aware that former Aurora College president Tom 
Weegar was fired. 

"I wasn't sitting in those conversations so I didn't know if it 
was an outright firing. I didn't know if maybe both parties said to 
each other, 'you know what, I think it is time to go our separate 
ways,'" he said.

Simpson said it was a human resources matter and the position 
serves at the pleasure of the premier. 

Weegar has called the government's original account incorrect 
and raised further concern that his firing – the third at Aurora 
College in recent years – could jeopardize the academic freedom 
of NWT's chief post-secondary institution.

His replacement is Andy Bevan, who had served as the depart-
ment's assistant deputy minister, labour and income security.

'Grandfather' of Houseboat Bay,  
Gary Vaillancourt remembered

When a houseboat burst into flames on an early summer 
morning in 2015, Gary Vaillancourt was the first at the scene. As 

emergency crews scrambled to get their equipment working, he 
grabbed a water pump, dousing an ablaze canoe that was drifting 
dangerously in the direction of another houseboat. 

The longtime houseboater, one of the first to build a float-
ing home on the open waters of what is now known to many as 
Houseboat Bay back in the early 1980s, died after suffering a 
stroke Jan. 31 in Yellowknife. Vaillancourt was 71.

He's being remembered by friends and fellow houseboaters 
as kind-hearted, generous, creative and community-minded – a 
"cowboy" of the North (as one online commentator put it) with 
unmatched nautical know-how and a willingness to teach new-
comers to the bay. 

Vaillancourt, born in Sudbury, Ont., was a helicopter pilot 
when he came to Yellowknife in 1977 for work. Back then, the 
first houseboats were strung together using rafts and 45 gallon 
drums.

Student beats out 5,158 
to win $100,000 award

Adithi Balaji has been selected as a Loran Scholar and award-
ed $100,000 toward her undergraduate studies. 

"(I'm in) disbelief! I'm so shocked I got it," the Ecole St. Pat-
rick High School student told Yellowknifer, who plans to study 
oceanography.

The Grade 12 student is among 36 recipients across Canada 
to win the award, said Danielle Sanders, Loran Scholars Founda-
tion spokesperson. A total of 5,194 students applied for the Loran 
Award this year.

CPHO advises Yellowknifers to prepare 
for possible coronavirus outbreak

The territory's chief public health officer (CPHO) supported a 
call by the federal health minister for Canadians to stockpile food 
and medicine in case the coronavirus spreads further. 

"The advice by the federal government is prudent because we 
don't know how fast the virus will take off," said Kami Kandola. 
"Be prepared with food and medications and other supplies. Have 
enough for 14 days. You don't want to run out and be unable to 
find what you're looking for in case people make a mad dash and 
all the shelves are empty," Kandola said.

A Yellowknife 2020

Please see next page

NNSL file photo

ChiNEsE NEw YEar
oyuka Bernabe performs a traditional Mongolian 
dance at the Legislative Assembly building during 
Chinese, or Lunar, New year celebrations Jan. 26. 

CarvEr's 
DElighT

eric Heitmann bites 
his tongue and 

squints as he per-
fects his entry in the 

international snow 
carving competi-

tion on yellowknife 
Bay on feb. 20. The 

public were invited to 
vote for the People's 

Choice favourite in 
person at the snow 
castle or participat-
ing in online polling 

on the festival's 
snow-cial media.

NNSL file photo
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April
Day shelter begins managed  

alcohol program
At-risk people who have signed up for a 30-day quarantine at 

Yellowknife's Day Shelter and Sobering Centre amid the Covid-
19 crisis – many of whom are homeless and struggle with addic-
tions – are being supplied alcohol as part of a current program 
introduced at the NWT Disabilities Council-run centre. 

Community advocates in Yellowknife have long called on the 
GNWT to implement a managed alcohol program for the city's 
most vulnerable. 

Now it's happening, at least temporarily, at the joint day shelter 
and sobering centre, according to the NWT Disabilities Council.  

"With controlled distribution of alcohol and no access to 
illegal drugs, the people we support are telling us how they feel 
healthier than they have years," stated Alannis McKee, director 
of programs at the NWT Disabilities Council. 

Impact of panic buying lands on  
truck drivers  

Pandemic-related shortages at supermarkets are stressful, but 
not all shoppers know about the stress that truckers face in bring-
ing those products to the shops. 

Panic-buying at stores across the NWT depleted stocks to such 
a degree that some food items like bread, milk and flour were 

rationed. Others, like toilet paper and sanitary products, were 
gone completely, in some cases.

The knock-on effect of those shortages is felt by truck drivers, 
who are hauling heavier loads, working longer hours and under 
less predictable schedules than before the Covid-19 pandemic 
began. 

"We've been really pushed to the max and our loads are a lot 
heavier than normal. They're stacking the trailers as heavy as 
they can," said Kevin Morken, a long-haul trucker with Federated 
Cooperative Limited.

Morken used to work about 55 hours a week going between 
Yellowknife and Edmonton.  During the most intense period in 
mid-March he was working up to 70 hours a week.

Daily limit on booze  
Effective April 16, a daily $200 purchase limit on booze was 

implemented across the NWT. The measure was announced as 
the territorial government faces increasing pressure from the 
Dene Nation and other Indigenous leaders to restrict the flow of 
alcohol in the territory.

Dene Nation national chief Norman Yakeleya had been urging 
the government to restrict sales, arguing that alcohol consumption 
in Dene communities has become a major concern, especially 
during the Covid-19 pandemic. Indigenous leaders across the 
NWT have stated that access to alcohol has led to increased 
public gatherings in their communities, furthering the risk of 
spreading the virus. 

Mystery surrounds visitor's April  
visit to Yellowknife

A Romanian man currently living in Vancouver says he flew 
into Yellowknife and spent two days in the city in April despite a 
territorial government ban on all non-residents and nonessential 
workers from entering the NWT to prevent the spread of corona-
virus.

The man, who asked not to be named because he fears he 
will be harassed, said he took a WestJet flight from Vancouver to 
Calgary to Yellowknife on April 8.

The visitor said he came to Yellowknife after being invited by 
a friend named "Derek" but he wasn't able to connect with him. 
The man tried to book a room at Mo's Houseboat Bed and Break-
fast, owned by Monique Robert. Robert said she was shocked to 
hear from a traveller asking for overnight accommodations while 
the territory was under lockdown.

The visitor said he was able to purchase a plane ticket out of 
Yellowknife last minute and left on April 10. 

March
'Mahsi Maggie': councillor gives final nod to 

Indigenous relations adviser
City councillor Stacie Smith gave a final "Mahsi" to Maggie 

Mercredi, former Indigenous relations adviser for the City of 
Yellowknife, whose 18-month tenure officially ended on Feb. 21. 
Mercredi's position was not renewed during the city's budget vote 
in December. 

Coun. Smith has been quite vocal in her support for retain-
ing the position, as have other notable community figures, such 
as Ndilo Chief Ernest Betsina and social issues activist Arlene 
Hache. 

Smith called the termination of Mercredi's position "extremely 
disappointing" and that much more work needs to be done to 
extend reconciliation between Indigenous and non-indigenous 
peoples at city hall.

Looking ahead, Mercredi agreed there is much more work to 
be done. She wants to see the creation of an Indigenous advisory 
committee or working group at city hall that would include staff, 
First Nations, Inuit and Metis representation from Yellowknife. 

Hand sanitizer, face masks sell out 
amid coronavirus fears  

People looking to stay healthy amid growing fears over the 
spread of the coronavirus were hard-pressed to find hand sani-
tizer in the city and business owners had no idea when they would 
be restocked. 

Shelves at Sutherland Drugs were bared of alcohol-based 
sanitizers and protective medical masks, said pharmacist Aaron 
LaBorde. 

"We ordered some in late January and they haven't showed up 
yet," said LaBorde. "They tell me they're going to send them to 
me when they're in stock, but I have no idea when that will be, 
and neither do they." 

MLA expelled from chamber 
after refusing to apologize

Monfwi MLA Jackson Lafferty was expelled from the house 
after refusing to apologize and withdraw his statements alleging 
the premier broke the law.

During assembly, speaker Frederick Blake Jr. showed Lafferty 
the door once he refused to retract his allegations that Premier 
Caroline Cochrane broke the law and misled MLAs over the 

firing of Aurora College president Tom Weegar.
Instead of doing so, Lafferty doubled down. "It was never my 

intention to scandalize this house. I'm sorry if (my words) caused 
my fellow MLA discomfort. Truth and integrity, however, are 
more important than her feelings," he told MLAs in reference to 
Cochrane. 

The dismissal follows Blake's original demand that Lafferty 
apologize. But there were no Tlicho interpreters working that day, 
so Lafferty refused to make a statement, arguing it was his right 
to speak and be understood in his language.

Lafferty had asked earlier that the session be closed until an 
interpreter was available, but Blake refused.

YK Dene suing GNWT over  
Dettah Road land claim  

A multi-million dollar luxury lodge project near Dettah was 
shelved amid a land claims lawsuit filed by the Yellowknives 
Dene First Nation (YKDFN) against the territorial government. 

The suit concerns the government's alleged lack of consulta-
tion in its use of traditional YKDFN lands going back 31 years.

The lands in question were the site of the old Somba K'e Treat-
ment Centre.

"(The GNWT) did the land transfer without telling us. They 
had a 30-year lease and it expired. In the agreement it says the 

land should revert back to the First Nation. But they didn't tell us 
that they sold it to somebody. And that somebody turned out to 
be the guy who was doing the resort," said Edward Sangris, chief 
of the Dettah YKDFN.

YKDFN is also seeking $5 million in damages for the govern-
ment's failure to honour the First Nation's Section 35 rights under 
the Constitution Act of 1982, which safeguards Indigenous and 
treaty rights.  

YK schools close down  
The Yellowknife Education District No. (Yk1) and Yellow-

knife Catholic Schools (YCS) moved to close their schools for the 
remainder of the 2019-2020 school year on March 22.

The motion received unanimous votes in favour by all seven 
members of the Yk 1 board of trustees. The motion was issued 
following the advice of the chief public health officer that all 
social gatherings be cancelled to facilitate social distancing.

Joining the teleconference were several parents of Yk1 
students, who expressed concern over several issues including 
whether online learning would be introduced for the remainder of 
the school year, the transitioning between grades and what would 
happen with Grade 12 graduation.  

In a message on its website, YCS said it was prepared to sup-
port the recommendation to close schools for the 2019- 2020 year. 

Please see May, page 12

NNSL file photo

CoviD ChECksTops
Public health officer Chloe LeTourneau speaks with a driver about Covid-19 and health regulations at a 
checkpoint set up on April 18. 

NNSL file photo

slED hEaDs
Monika Schroeder, left, kira young, Zachary young, Solomon young and Sarah Cook pose during their 
"adventure sledding" trip on March 22. "it's like hiking and sliding down any hill we find. We'll go to Jolliffe 
island. We were adventure skiing in Burwash earlier," said Cook. 

2020 Year in Review
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May
Restaurants welcome ability  

to deliver liquor
The GNWT announced on May 8 that NWT restaurants and 

bars could start selling wine, beer and spirits for take-out and 
delivery without an additional off-premises extension to their 
licence. 

The regulation changes are aimed at helping bars and restau-
rants stay in business and keep staff employed during the Covid-
19 pandemic. 

Yellowknife bar owners welcomed the change that would 
be good for them and for customers, Woodyard Brewhouse co-
owner Fletcher Stevens said. Still, some business owners feel the 
GNWT should have made the announcement sooner.  

"We have been requesting this change since the shutdown and 
while I appreciate that it has been done, I do think it took way 
too long to be put in place," said Jen Vornbrock, owner of the 
Monkey Tree pub.

The Business Resilience Working Group (BRWG), a sub-
committee of the Yellowknife Chamber of Commerce, had been 
calling on the GNWT to make the regulatory amendment since 
April and thanked Finance Minister Caroline Wawzonek for ful-
filling their recommendation. 

Wine ninjas deal in anonymous comfort
Costumed residents have deployed across the territory to 

deliver anonymous care packages to women in need of a pick-me-
up. Hay River resident Catherine Provincial founded the NWT 
Facebook group after seeing similar initiatives across the country. 

"I just thought it would really uplift people," she said. "Women 
– we're social creatures. I thought it would really brighten people's 
days."

Members wishing to receive parcels from strangers send their 
addresses to the Facebook group and recipients are then chosen 

at random.
While remaining anonymous is the point, Provincial said, one 

exception took place when a group of NWT wine ninjas came 
together to drop packages off for doctors Kami Kandola and 
Sarah Cook – two health professionals who have become house-
hold names in the North during the Covid-19 crisis.

Robin Mercer-Sproule remembered
Accomplished multi-sport athlete and NWT sport hall of 

famer Robin Mercer-Sproule died on May 16 after an almost 
decade long battle with breast cancer.  

Mercer-Sproule, 56, competed as a hockey goalie, a figure 
skater, a broomball player, a volleyballer and in other sports. 

Mercer-Sproule was inducted into the NWT Sport Hall of 
Fame in 2018. 

Her final wish of raising funds for Stanton Territorial Hospi-
tal's chemotherapy unit, took flight just hours before her death.

Robin's Nest: One Branch at a Time, launched as a Facebook 
fundraiser on May 15. 

In just two hours the campaign had raised $10,000. Four days 
later, Robin's Nest had amassed $56,000, already more than a 
quarter to its $200,000 goal. 

In the weeks leading up to her death, Mercer-Sproule wrote a 
thank you letter to her family, friends, former teammates and the 
community. "I AM A WINNER even if I lost the battle, I won 
because I never gave up," she wrote. 

Questions swirl over motion to  
remove Nokleby from cabinet

A motion to remove Katrina Nokleby, minister of Industry, 
Tourism and Investment (ITI) was tabled on May 27. 

Steve Norn, MLA for Tu Nedhé-Wiilideh, tabled the motion 
only a day after the assembly returned to its second session after 
suspending in March due to the pandemic. Hay River South MLA 
Rocky Simpson seconded the motion. 

A "Save Minister Katrina Nokleby" petition surfaced online 
the following day and had received hundreds of signatures by 
mid-afternoon. 

"In this assembly, we were promised change," said the peti-
tion. "We were promised that MLAs would work together.  In 
unprecedented times, the NWT needs to focus on keeping the 
territory strong instead of petty political infighting."

June
Spud seekers line-up 
at Co-op for NFTI 
potato giveaway

Thousands of pounds of 
Northern gold seed potatoes 
were given out for free to any-
one who brought their own bag 
to the Yellowknife Co-op on 
June 8 thanks to the Hay River 
Northern Farm Training Insti-
tute (NFTI). NFTI  receives 
50,000 pounds of root vege-
tables from Sunny Crest Farms 
in Alta. as part of a food secur-
ity project. 

"When the Covid-19 pan-
demic started to impact food 

systems, the NFTI was really 
trying to find a way to increase 
food security in the NWT," said 
organizer Cat McGurk, who's 
also the constituency assistant 
for Yellowknife North MLA 
Rylund Johnson. "The idea is 
that if we can give seed potatoes 
to as many Northerners as pos-
sible, they'll be able to cultivate 
their own potatoes and even 
save their own seed potatoes so 
they can grow their own pota-
toes from seed in the future."

Norn withdraws 
motion to remove 
cabinet minister 

The motion seeking the 
removal of Infrastructure Min-
ister Katrina Nokleby was 

withdrawn, spurring varied 
responses from MLAs and a 
prominent NWT business con-
sultant. Steve Norn, MLA for Tu 
Nedhé-Wiilideh, said in a state-
ment "after an honest and open 
conversation, I am convinced 
the minister understands the 
concerns of regular members 
and that the executive council 
will take the appropriate actions 
to address our concerns." Pre-
mier Caroline Cochrane said 
all members of the new govern-
ment were still trying to figure 
out how to work effectively with 
each other when the Covid-19 
pandemic hit. "Minister Nokle-
by and I have heard from mem-
bers and I can assure you that 
all cabinet ministers are com-
mitted to working together with 
all members of the Legislative 

Assembly on behalf of NWT 
residents and will continue to 
find ways to improve our work-
ing relationships and collabora-
tion," she said. 

RCMP denies telling 
Black Lives Matters  

protestors not to 
march

Ahead of the Black Lives 
Matters rally, organizers 
reached out to RCMP to request 
permission to march between 
the multiplex arena and RCMP 

headquarters. Organizers say 
police refused their request 
but they did it anyways. "The 
oppressor will never have the 
right way to protest," Ambe 
Chenemu said at the June 9 
rally. 

RCMP say otherwise. 
"RCMP did not say or tell 

anyone that they were not 
allowed to march," RCMP 
spokesperson Marie York Con-
don stated in an email. "RCMP 
supports peaceful and lawful 
protests as part of an inherent 
right reflective of our democrat-
ic principles. For this, RCMP 

Yellowknife Detachment was 
present to support the peaceful 
event and ensure the safety of 
both the participants and the 
citizens of the city."

Thousands raised 
after 50A Ave.  

housefire
Yellowknifers rallied behind 

a young family after a June 14 
fire displaced them from their 
home. The 50A Avenue home 
was gutted in a blaze thought 
to be caused by a shorted-out 
electrical cord. 

No one was injured in the 
incident, though fire caused an 
estimated $1 million in dam-
ages to the structure, belong-
ings and surrounding land, said 
Chuker Dewar, NWT fire mar-
shal.

An online GoFundMe cam-
paign, raised nearly $40,000 in 
just days – far surpassing the 
initial $5,000 goal.

Fundraiser organizer Nicole 
Bonnell wrote that "the coming 
weeks and months will be chal-
lenging for them in ways many 
of us can't begin to imagine. It 
is my hope that even a small 
amount of financial assistance 
will help make life a little bit 
easier." 

Please see next page

photo courtesy of Catherine Provincial

one of the many packages dropped off anonym-
ously to women across the territory, thanks to the 
NWT Wine Ninjas campaign.

NNSL file photo

Many protestors from the city attended the Black Lives Matter solidarity 
march that ended at the RCMP detachment on 49 Avenue. Several homemade 
signs depicted messages of antiracism, social justice and solidarity with black 
people. Many joined in chants of i Can't Breathe - in relation to george Floyd, 
a black man who died under the knee of a police officeri n the united States, 
"Defund the Police," and "Black Lives Matter."
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August
GNWT takes over water monitoring at sites 

near Alberta border temporarily
The GNWT took over water monitoring at the Fort Fitzgerald 

water site, Peace River and along 
the Hay River. The decision followed a suspension of water 

monitoring in Alberta, with the Covid-19 pandemic cited as the 
reason for the hiatus. No notice of the suspension was given to 
the NWT despite their responsibility to do so under the Alberta-
NWT Bilateral Water Management Agreement. Dene Nation 
national chief Norman Yakeleya said it is critical to ensure that 
officials are monitoring the water coming downstream from 
the Fort McMurray oil sands. He emphasizes the importance 
of the GNWT stepping up to take over a federal responsibil-
ity. "Canada cannot use Covid as an excuse not to do the water 
quality monitoring," he said. Environment and Climate Change 
Canada (ECCC) later resumed normal monitoring operations in 
September. 

Missing Yellowknife turtle is found
Poseidon, an escape artist turtle, became lost this summer 

for the second time in his 30 year reptilian life. Allan Yeoman 
posted a photo of the turtle to the Yellowknife Lost and Found 
Facebook group after Poseidon was found by his neighbours. 
The post quickly garnered attention from the community to re-
connect Poseidon with his owners. Ed Hoeve told Yellowknifer 
it felt "great" to be back with his turtle, him and his wife Helen 
hadn't noticed Poseidon's escape as they were at their cabin on 
Walsh Lake. Poseidon's first escape was in 2004 with Hoeve's 
other turtle Neptune. Hoeve said the two escaped from their 
backyard pond and went for a little wander. He thanked the 
community then, as he did again this year, for helping bring 
Poseidon home. 

Council snuffs out SideDoor  
temporary shelter proposal

Council joined members of the downtown business com-
munity to oppose plans by the GNWT to lease the city-owned 
Mine Rescue Building for a temporary day shelter, Aug. 17. The 
GNWT expressed interest, earlier in August, in leasing the former 

Side Door building as a temporary day shelter during the winter 
months. With the current day shelter and sobering centre operat-
ing at reduced capacity due to the Covid-19 pandemic, officials 
said there is a need for a warm shelter to provide Yellowknife's 
vulnerable population with basic services. Prominent downtown 
businesses were consulted by the city and came out in opposition 
to the proposal. Concern over the spread of disturbances already 
documented at the current shelter were cited as a major reason for 
the proposal's rejection. 

GNWT appeals Supreme Court decision on 
French First Language programs

The GNWT appealed an NWT Supreme Court decision relat-
ed to denying students admission to Commission scolaire franco-
phone Territoires du Nord-Ouest (CSFTNO) governed schools.

Justice Paul Rouleau deemed the GNWT's decision to limit 
student access to francophone schools "irrational" and "illogical." 
The GNWT said it disagrees. 

The court proceedings were based on a decision made by 
then education minister Caroline Cochrane in 2019 to deny six 
students access to the French First Language (FFL) program on 
the grounds that the program should be provided only to "right-
sholders" – referring to the directive in the Canadian Charter of 
Rights and Freedoms that grants Canadian citizens the right to 
have their children receive an education in the minority language 
of the province or territory in which they live. The idea in deny-
ing non-rights holders admission to the FFL program is that 
accepting everyone the program would not preserve the same 
quality of French-language education."While we are appealing 
this decision, we are also working together with education bodies 
to ensure that students' needs are met," said Education Minister 
R.J. Simpson. 

Katrina Nokleby voted out of cabinet role
Katrina Nokleby was removed from the executive council of 

the 19th Legislative Assembly by a vote from MLAs. The tally 
came out 16 in favour of removal, with Jackie Jacobson abstain-
ing, and Nokleby herself being the only vote in opposition of the 
decision. All 18 regular members, including Premier Caroline 
Cochrane, took turns to outline their reasoning for revoking 
Nokleby from her position. The premier painted a picture of 
a minister who was disrespectful towards other ministers and 
resistant to constructive criticism. Nokleby said she was "dis-
appointed" and that the decision was "based on nothing more than 
gossip, heresay, rumours and bruised feelings."

"If this truly had to do with my performance as a minister, 
there are measures that could have been taken well before now," 
she said. Shane Thompson takes over ITI and R.J. Simpson takes 
over Infrastructure.

July
Inmate cheques used in scam: RCMP 

Three were arrested in a fraud scheme that cheated banks of 
more than $23,000. RCMP say a cheque was issued to a person 
by the Inmate Trust Fund which was subsequently reproduced, 
altered and deposited 36 times into various bank accounts 
between December 2019 and February 2020. Charged with 
fraud and uttering a forged document are: Aaron Nitsiza, 22, 
of Yellowknife, Tyleen MacKenzie, 19, of Behchoko, Amanda 
Lamouelle, 29, of Behchoko and Molson Romie, 31, of Yellow-
knife. 

A news release stated the fraud was discovered through a 
partnership between the banks and GNWT auditors. The total 
amount deposited was $23,407.92.

Farewell to J.H Sissons 
Yellowknifers said a heartfelt goodbye to J.H. Sissons before 

the 45-year-old building's demolition over the summer. Polit-
icians, former and current Sissons students, educators and com-
munity members, came out to the school to celebrate its history 
and heritage. The festivities served jointly as a retirement party 
for former superintendent of the Yellowknife Education District 
No.1 (YK 1), Metro Huculak. 

"I'm very blessed to have been in this community for 15 
years," he said. "The administration has come to the forefront 
for our students. I have so many fond memories. I thank you 
from the bottom of my heart." The audience gave him a stand-
ing ovation.

The ceremony concluded with the final lowering of the Can-
adian flag as attendees sang "O Canada" in French.

Stanton cancels 31 elective surgeries
Thirty-one elective surgeries, from July 23 to July 31 were 

cancelled at Stanton Territorial Hospital after problems with 
equipment cleaning were discovered.

On July 22, "wet packs" were noticed during sterilization 
processes, an occurrence where moisture is visible on medical 
instruments after they have been sterilized using steam and 
heat. Any devices with wet packs are rejected in safety checks, 
and put back into the sterilization queue. 

Supplies of properly sterilized equipment, put through the 
sterilization process before the problems began, continued to be 
available for emergency procedures. 

The NWT Health and Social Service Authority (NTHSSA) 
advised at the time that they compiled a "multidisciplinary 
team" to "manage the situation and work towards a solution."

Convicted in sword killing,  
Denecho King loses appeal

A panel of three judges rejected Denecho King's grounds 
for overturning his life sentence on second-degree murder and 
aggravated assault charges. 

King was found guilty for the 2014 murder of John Wifladt 

and aggravated assault against Colin Digness. Both victims 
were found "significantly injured and covered in blood," in 
Digness's Yellowknife apartment.

Digness owned three ornamental swords, which police later 
found "out of their sheaths," and "covered with blood" near the 
mens' bodies.

King's lawyer suggested his DNA on the weapons was a 
result of contamination and was placed on the swords by police, 
or the victims themselves.

The NWT Court of Appeal ruled that "much of the appel-
lant's arguments in support of this remedy offer nothing more 
than speculation and fanciful speculation at that."  

King's life sentence, with no chance of parole for 12 years, 
remains in place.

Please see September, page 14

Blair McBride/NNSL photo

Metro Huculak, outgoing superintendent of Yk 1 expressed his gratitude for being part of the Yellowknife 
education community for 15 years. 

Blair McBride/NNSL photo

Ecole Allain St-Cyr, in Yellowknife is one of the two French schools in the NWT run by the Commission 
scolaire francophone des Territoires du Nord-Ouest (CSFTNO). 
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September
City pool to be completed in winter 2023 
Yellowknife council saw major developments in its planned 

aquatic centre and replacement for the Ruth Inch Memorial 
Pool.

Grant White, director of community services told council 
that the project is to be completed by the winter of 2023 during 
the Aug. 24 governance and priorities committee meeting. 

Green given minister of health portfolio 
Julie Green, MLA for Yellowknife Centre, was named to 

Cabinet and given the position of health and social services 
minister under Premier Caroline Cochrane. 

The move was part of a shuffle by Cochrane in a formal 
announcement on Sept. 8 that also saw Diane Thom retain the 
deputy premier role and move to Infrastructure, and minister 
responsible for the Northwest Territories Power Corporation.

CFTNO applauds new regulations giving it 
more control over admissions 

The Commision scolaire francophone des Territoires due 
Nord-Ouest said that it was grateful for a GNWT decision 
to bring more clarity for eligibility criteria for school admis-
sions, a streamlined administrative process, and a new franco-
phile admission category that permits enrolment of non-rights 
holder students where parents can demonstrate French speaking 
capability through an exam. 

Yellowknives Dene open to restoring
 support for Slave access road 

The Yellowknives Dene First Nation stated that they would 
be open to restoring their commitment to the road running 

through its traditional territory to the Slave Geological Province 
depending on the new minister of Infrastructure and the premier 
respecting commitments made under the previous minister. 

The Slave Geological Province project proposes to extend 
mineral extraction potential over the next decade by building an 
access road with hydro lines into the eastern region of the NWT, 
up to the border of Nunavut. 

Inspector Dyson Smith was named 
 Yellowknife RCMP commander 

Insp. Dyson Smith, a longtime RCMP officer throughout the 
North and across the country was named the new Yellowknife 
detachment commander. Smith replaced Insp. Alex Laporte 
who moved to Ottawa in August.   

Second annual photography festival 
opens under Covid restrictions 

The second annual Far North Photo Festival opened on Sept. 
11 at Somba K'e Civi Plaza. 

Pat Kane and Amanda Annand, co-organizers of the event 
displayed photographs outside this year due to Covid-19 public 
health restrictions. 

Passersby in the park had the ability to see this year's festival 
submissions from all across the Circumpolar North. 

Among the entries included 50 works in the northern open 
entry, and 10 circumpolar North artists with eight to 12 images 
each. 

Group mobilizes to spur shelter search 
A citizen group called Concerned Yellowknife Residents for 

a Day Shelter was using Facebook to spur social change. 
Organizer Nick Sowsun was involved in putting the group 

together to secure an emergency day shelter for the city's street-
involved people. 

The group was created after the City of Yellowknife council 
rejected a proposal to make the city-owned Mine Rescue Build-
ing a new shelter. 

GNWT plans 150-employee  
Covid-19 Secretariat 

The GNWT created a new bureaucratic body to centralize 
and manage the government's response to the Covid-19 pan-
demic and possible second wave. 

The announcement of the Secretariat was made during the 
Standing Committee on Accountability and Oversight meeting 
and included at least a 50 million budget. 

October
Yellowknife Women's Society gets federal 

funding to assist homeless women  
employment

The Yellowknife Women's Society was granted federal fund-
ing to help find job opportunities for women after exiting home-
lessness.

Neesha Rao, the YWS executive director said the organization 
was beginning market research on how to best find ways to find 
job opportunities. 

Money was made possible by a 50,000 grant from the Can-
adian Women's Foundation Investment Readiness Program.  

Salvation Army Yellowknife  
cancels  

food drive 
The Salvation Army of Yellowknife cancelled its food drive 

and wouldn't be holding its annual Thanksgiving dinner.

Corps Officer Jason Brinson said the change was due to inter-
nal decisions and not related to Covid-19.

"It is our intention to resume the community meal next year," 
Brinson said. 

Purchase of Dominion's Ekati  
assets falls through 

Dominion Diamond Mines announced that a bid to purchase 
its Ekati Mine won't proceed as planned due to an impasse in 
negotiations. 

The deal fell through when Dominion's surety bond issuers 
Aviva Insurance Company of Canada Argonaut Insurance Com-
pany and Zurich Insurance Company Ltd. could reach an agree-
ment with Canadian Diamond Holdings LP and CA Canadian 
Mines ULC, affiliates of Dominion's parent the Washington 
Companies, on the stalking horse bid for Dominion's assets. 

City passes electricity franchise extension 
with Northland Utilities 

The City of Yellowknife awarded Northland Utilities a five-
year extension to its franchise agreement after council passed the 
document at third reading, Oct. 13. 

The agreement allows NUL exclusive rights to distribute elec-
tricity within the city and gets access to city lands to construct, 
maintain and operate the related assets. 

The contract will come up again in 2025 and the losing bid-
der, Northwest Territories Power Corporation, said it hopes to bid 
again for the franchise at that time. 

GNWT announces 4,000 jobs  
lost due to pandemic 

Finance Minister Caroline Wawzonek said in a technical 
briefing on Oct. 19 that close to 4,000 jobs were lost in the NWT 
because of the Covid-19 pandemic. Most of those losses were 
among non-residents. 

It was expected that the number of jobs will return to almost 
90 per cent of pre-pandemic level by fourth quarter of 2020, 
however it was not expected to be equitable and could mean more 
jobs shifting from fulltime to part-time and some sectors such as 
tourism taking longer to recover, she said. 

Please see next page

photo courtesy of the NWT rCMP 

Inspector Dyson Smith, the new detachment 
commander with the Yellowknife RCMP, was 
publicly named to the position on Sept. 4.

Blair McBride/NNSL photo 

spill oN ThE iCE
Paramedics prepare to transport a woman on a 
stretcher after she suffered minor injuries from a fall 
on the ice at Back Bay. 
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December
GNWT stops paying  

for self-isolation 
Premier Caroline Cochrane announced 

in a news conference that the GNWT would 
not be footing the bill for those returning 
from non-essential travel starting Jan. 5.  

Cochrane made the announcement in a 
news conference on Dec. 1 at the legislative 
assembly. 

She said the government would continue 
paying isolation costs for medical travel, 

medically-advised self-isolation, compas-
sionate travel- which includes the funeral 
or serious illness of an immediate family 
member - as well as travel for unforeseen 
or exceptional circumstances that would 
require an NWT resident to leave the ter-

ritory. 

Michael Fatt's bottle drive  
raises $6,000 for toys 

Michael Fatt, an advocate for the city's 
street involved population and member of 
the Crazy Indian Brotherhood Yellowknife 
chapter showed the results of his efforts of 
collecting bottles and cans since October. 

Fatt raised $6,000 from the collection and 
purchased games, books and stuffed animals 
for Yellowknife residents to pick up at the 
Tree of Peace Friendship Centre, Dec. 22. 

New inclusive playground  
project coming to Somba K'e park 

The city will build a 1,021 square metre 
playground project to allow children of all 
abilities to play at Somba K'e Park. 

Canadian Tire provided a $100,000 dona-
tion for the city's first inclusive playgrounds 
for ground is to be broken this year.  

The structure, which is called the Jump 
Start Playground, will include double-wide 
ramps, roller slides, bucket seats with harness 
swings and quiet zones for children with aut-
ism spectrum disorder and sensory processing 
disorders. 

Unlimited internet service com-
ing for almost all NWT in 2023

Northwestel announced its plans to expand 
unlimited internet service to almost all NWT 
communities through fibre optic or low-earth 
orbit (LEO) satellite connections by 2023, 
according to company president Curtis Shaw. 

Shaw told the GNWT's Standing Com-
mittee on Economic Development that LEO 
connections will be of particular benefit to 
remove communities like Sachs Harbour, 
Ulukhaktok, Colville Lake, and Lutsel K'e 
because the satellites are relatively close to 
the Earth and they reduce delay times when 
using the internet.  

November
Diavik retiree strips, donates thousands of 
pounds of copper wire to women's shelter 

Diane Hache, a retired equipment operator with Diavik 
Diamond Mines spent several months separating copper wire 
from electrical cables decommissioned from the mine. 

Upon attaining the copper, she sold it to a buyer in Vancou-
ver for $94,000 and donated all of the money to the Yellow-
knife Women's Society. 

Yellowknife restaurants delisted  
from 'disrespectful' DoorDash 

A number of Yellowknife-based restaurants appeared on 
the app-based delivery service Door Dash without the owners' 
consent.

Bullocks Bistro, Taste of Saigon, Main Street Pizza and 
Deli, The Monkey Tree Pub, and McDonald's all appeared as 
Yellowknife options for delivery with the app. 

Soon there after, McDonald's was the only one available 
for service. 

Ice on more than half of YK lakes, ponds  
safe to walk on, report shows 

A report from the Great Slave Snowmobile Association 
announced that area bodies of water have frozen to a thickness 
of six inches as of Nov. 1. 

Eleven out of 20 lakes, ponds and bays were reported to 
have at least six inches – what the city considers safe for people 
to walk on. 

GNWT pleased with first weeks of  
downtown emergency shelter 

The Government of the Northwest Territories stated that 
they were pleased with the first few weeks of operation of the 
emergency day shelter at the city-owned Mine Rescue Build-
ing.

Lisa Giovanetto, communications and marketing officer, 
stated that the shelter had been taking more than 50 individ-
uals a day. It was staffed six people providing staff assistance, 
including one supervisor. On weekends the shelter had five 
people providing service. 

City council hears 44 Street  
warehouse as shelter proposal 

Yellowknife city council heard a proposal from the GNWT 
to convert a vacant federal public works warehouse on 44 

Street – and near St. Patrick High School – into a temporary 
emergency shelter for downtown street-involved people. 

Those opposed worried it is too close to schools. 
The GNWT ran through dozens to find additional space for 

people who need warm shelter during the winter months fol-
lowing Covid-19 public health restrictions at the 50 Street day 
shelter and sobering centre.  

Communities concerned about cost  
of Covid-19 self-isolation 

The GNWT began looking at ways to expand locations 
for mandated self-isolation costs and ways of controlling the 
public costs for people using isolation centres. 

From Oct. 28 to Nov. 3, the GNWT Covid-19 Coordinating 
Secretariat held five engagement sessions with community 
governments, business stakeholders, and Indigenous govern-
ments to gather input on the possible isolation centre changes. 

The government released its We Heard Report summar-
izing that feedback on Nov. 24.

Yellowknife hosts drive-by Christmas parade 
The City of Yellowknife hosted a drive-by Christmas parade 

at the Engle Business District just off of Deh Cho Boulevard on 
Nov. 21.  

Floats marked the theme of Your Favourite Christmas Movie. 
Hundreds of vehicles drove through the business district to get 
a glimpse of floats put together by city organizations and busi-
nesses. 

After 8 Pub closes after eight years 
The Forrest Drive watering hole After 8 Pub closed down 

after 25 years. 
The bar had provided locals with a place to play billiards, per-

form in karaoke and take part in a PGA Tour endorsed simulator 
with a 15-foot screen. 

Owner Jamie Snow told Yellowknifer that the bar had a hard 
time keeping up with costs. 

"What closed us down more than anything was the high cost 
in rent," Snow said. 

Simon Whitehouse/NNSL photo 

viETNamEsE fuNDraisEr
Members of the yellowknife Vietnamese community raised $5,200 for victims of Typhoon Molave in Central 
Vietnam in November. Participants cooked and sold Vietnamese food at the Taste of Saigon. front row from 
left are Miley Dang, Han Doan, Trang Phan, LoanLe, and Phuong Nguyen. Middle row are Chau Tu, Thuy 
Khue, Hung Ma, Uyen Tran,Long Huynh,  Myhanh Ma and Vi Le. At the far back are Maggie Huynh, and Kim 
Tran.

Simon Whitehouse/NNSL photo 

fighTiNg for farmErs
kamal Maan, Amarbir Singh and Harpreet Singh hold signs up together during a demonstration in December among the 
indian community of yellowknife. Members held the rally at Somba k'e Civic Plaza to raise awareness about the negative 
impacts of agriculture reforms in india. 
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Sports & recreation

So much has been either pushed 
aside or cancelled outright over the 
better part of the last year due to 
Covid-19. You name it and chances 
are it's been affected somehow.

But one annual sport gathering 
managed to find its way onto the ice 
at the Yellowknife Curling Centre 
on Dec. 26 and even though it was 
a smaller-than-normal crowd, it was 
still a successful happening.

The Koe Family Boxing Day 
Bonspiel took place the day after 
Christmas with just 12 teams hit-
ting the sheets, which made things 
a bit easier to organize, said Lynda 
Koe, who's been organizing things 
right from the start more than 30 
years ago.

"We could've done 16 teams but 
that would have put us over the limit 
(in the club room)," she said. "It was 
easier with 12 teams 
and we didn't even 
have to advertise it."

The bonspiel was 
conducted under the 
current regulations 
as outlined by the 
Office of the Chief 
Public Health Offi-
cer: a maximum of 
32 players at ice level 
and 56 in the club 
room at one time.

Koe said the 
32-person maximum 
at ice level meant four sheets at a 
time were in play.

"The lady who was helping 

me organize had 56 chairs set out 
upstairs and if we needed more, that 
would be a problem," she said.

Even with the 
limitations on game 
play, the format of 
the bonspiel stayed 
the same as it's 
always been.

Each team of four 
had to have at least 
one non-curler and 
one junior among 
its ranks and they 
were guaranteed 
three games of four 
ends each over the 
course of the day. 

The scoring system differed from 
the traditional one in that teams 
were awarded points for winning 

an end and for winning a game, in 
addition to the points they scored in 
each end.

Whichever team had the most 
points at the end of it all claimed 
the trophy and that honour went to 
the foursome of Tom Ross, Terry 
Fisher, Robert O'Rourke and Julian 
Bowling.

Koe said all of the players did a 
great job in keeping within the rules 
of the building.

"Masks are mandatory in the 
downstairs area and everyone did a 
great job with that," she said. "We 
all want to curl and people were 
good with the rules all day."

Once all of the action was com-
plete, it was upstairs to the club 
room for snacks, which had to be 
divided into individual portions as 

per building rules.
As has been the case in past 

years, the business community 
donated plenty of prizes for the 
players, something Koe said was 
amazing.

"Very few of them said no," she 
said. "Times are tough for everyone 
but a lot of them came through and 
we're always appreciative of their 
support."

What next year's bonspiel will 
look like is anyone's guess but one 
thing Koe said we know is that it 
will happen.

"I'd like to expand it back to 16 
teams, if that's possible," she said. 
"People in this town love to curl and 
we all just have to do our part right 
now to make sure we can have more 
opportunities to play."

Annual Koe Family Boxing Day Bonspiel draws  
smaller-than-normal but enthusiastic crowd

The curling show goes on

photo courtesy of Lynda koe 

The winners of the Koe Family Boxing Day Bonspiel show off the championship trophy they received from event organizer Lynda Koe, right, at the Yellowknife 
Curling Centre Dec. 26. They are, from left, Tom Ross, Terry Fisher, Robert O'Rourke and Julian Bowling.

by James Mccarthy  
Northern News Services

"It was easier 
with 12 teams 
and we didn't 
even have to 
advertise it."

– Lynda Koe
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The tennis season in the 
NWT finished up this past 
September, one of the most 
successful in recent memory 
all thanks to Covid-19.

But not so fast – Tennis 
NWT decided to keep the ball 
rolling just after Christmas, 
so to speak, and did so in the 
friendly confines of the Field-
house.

It hosted the inaugural 
NWT Open Indoor Tennis 
Tournament from Dec. 27 to 
29 with a total of 25 players 
playing on both turf fields. 

The Northwestel Field 
already had tennis court mark-
ings on it with the city install-
ing the lines on the Rio Tinto 
Field to allow for action on 
both sides, said Slavica Jovic 
of Tennis NWT.

"We had approached the 
city about getting the lines 
put in and another net," she 
said. "The net didn't arrive 
in time for the tournament 
so we used two mini-nets 
and it worked out just fine." 
As for the net, Jovic said she's 
been told that it's currently 
sitting in Calgary awaiting 
delivery.

As for the action, Tamara 
Jovic had a successful tourna-
ment as she won the women's 
singles over Neomi Jayaratne 
in straight sets – 6-0, 6-1 – and 
followed that up by teaming 
with her father, Nikola Jovic, 
to win the mixed doubles over 
the tandem of Randy Rivers 
and Hiro Kobayashi, 6-3, 6-3.

Tamara Jovic said some 
timely breaks of serve at the 
right time helped carry them 
over the top.

"We were up 4-1 in the 
second and they got it back 
to 4-3, so they made it close," 
she said. "We got the break to 
make it 5-3 and I held serve in 
the next game to win it."

Kobayasho and Jayaratne 
wouldn't leave empty-handed 
as they teamed up to win the 
women's doubles crown over 
Catherine Boyd and Tami 
Johnson, 6-1, 6-1. On the 
men's side, KM Safat Rashif 
defeated Chris Mathison to 
claim the singles title, 6-3, 6-4 
while the men's doubles final 
saw Mathison team up with 
his dad, Mike Mathison, to 
beat the duo of Darren Camp-
bell and Rob Johnson, 6-4, 
6-4.

The tournament was able to 
happen courtesy of emergency 
funding from the Department 
of Municipal and Community 
Affairs, said Slavica Jovic.

"We applied for funding to 
help with court rental, coach-
ing and travel, in case some 
people from out of town want-
ed to come and play," she said. 
"Everyone really enjoyed hav-
ing the chance to play."

Because the funding must 
be used by March 31, the end 
of the fiscal year, Slavica Jovic 
said there will be another 
tournament at the Fieldhouse 
sometime in March.

inaugural NWT Open indoor Tennis  
Tournament takes place at Fieldhouse

No rest for the tennis fanatics

photos courtesy of Slavica Jovic 

Rob Johnson, left, and Darren Campbell took on the father-son duo of Mike and Chris Mathison in the 
men's doubles final of the inaugural NWT Open indoor Tennis Tournament at the Fieldhouse late last 
month. The Mathisons were victorious in straight sets.

Neomi Jayaratne, left, and Tamara Jovic contest-
ed the women's singles final in the inaugural NWT 
Open indoor Tennis Tournament at the Fieldhouse 
late last month. Jovic came out on top in straight 
sets.

by Blair McBride  
Northern News Services

Men's singles
kM Safat rashif def. Chris Mathison, 6-3, 6-4

Women's singles
Tamara Jovic def. Neomi Jayaratne, 6-0, 6-1

Men's doubles
Chris and Mike Mathison def. Darren Campbell and rob Johnson, 6-4, 6-4

Women's doubles
Hiro kobayashi and Neomi Jayaratne def. Catherine Boyd and Tami Johnson, 6-1, 6-1

Mixed doubles
Tamara and Nikola Jovic def. randy rivers and Hiro kobayashi, 6-3, 6-3

fact file
touRnaMent ReSultS

Source: Tennis NWT

sports & recreation
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