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GNWT business council slams premier, disbands months after forming
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 PePPermint moCha winS out
Yellowknife Chamber executive director Deneen Everett, left, Birchwood Cof-
fee Ko owner Jawah Scott and Richard McIntosh, economic development 
officer with the City of Yellowknife, stand in the Birchwood cafe after it won the 
#ShopYK Holiday Drink Contest for its peppermint mocha. The 49 Street cafe 
received 87 of the 237 votes submitted for the contest, which was organized by 
the chamber and the city.

Biz: cabinet has no 
'focus' on economy
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Coun. Steve Payne was chosen as the city's 
deputy mayor at a council committee meeting 
on Jan. 18. 

Payne and Coun. Shauna Morgan, who 
held the position between the 2018 election 
and January 2020, both put their names 
forward and provided brief statements. An 
in-camera vote was held among councillors 
and Payne prevailed.

Council names a deputy mayor after every 
municipal election and reviews the position 
annually. Coun. Niels Konge has held the 
position since January 2020.

The role allows a councillor to lead coun-
cil business if the mayor is absent or unable 
to attend meetings.

Payne said during Monday's meeting that 
he sought the role because he wants to serve 
the community he loves.

"Being up here (in the NWT) for the last 
25 years, I've always wanted to do things to 
help the people in Yellowknife, and that's 
been first and foremost on my list of things 
that I've always wanted to do," Payne said.

Because he's not doing any travelling, he 
said it would be a good opportunity to act in 
that capacity. 

"For me it's a good year to do it (and) to 
take on a little bit of a bigger role, and to 
show that I am there for the people of the 
city," he said. 

The selection needs to be approved at the 
next regular council meeting.

by Simon Whitehouse 
northern news Services

nnSl file photo

Coun. Steve Payne was named deputy mayor for the City of Yellowknife 
following a vote at the Jan. 18 governance and priorities committee meet-
ing. The move still has to be formally approved at the next regular meeting.

Wins vote over Shauna Morgan; 
takes over from Niels Konge

Coun. Steve Payne named 
YK's next deputy mayor

natalie Pressman/nnSl photos

niven Lake aPartment vehiCLe fire
The Yellowknife fire division was called Thursday morning to put out a vehicle fire in the parking lot of the niven lake 
Apartments. A black pickup truck burst into flames shortly before 10 a.m. The fire was under control shortly there-
after. The vehicle was isolated and there appeared to be no damage to its surroundings.  The territorial fire marshal 
was not able to be reached for comment on the cause of the fire. Geoff furniss, a Yellowknifer who lives up the road 
from the apartment building, said he recalled a similar vehicle fire in the same parking lot last winter.

Did we get it wrong?
Yellowknifer is committed to getting facts and 

names right. With that goes a commitment to acknow-
ledge mistakes and run corrections. If you spot an 
error in Yellowknifer, call 873-4031 and ask to speak 
to an editor, or email editorial@nnsl.com. We'll get a 
correction or clarification in as soon as we can.

News
Briefs

Canadian Women's  
Foundation seeks applicants

The Canadian Women's Foundation 
is seeking applications for their Safer 
and Stronger grants program, focused in 
addressing "rising risk of gender-based 
violence in the pandemic."

After receiving a $19.6 million invest-
ment from the Government of Canada's 
Department of Women and Gender Equal-
ity (WAGE), the foundation is encouraging 
organizations that support women experi-
encing gender-based violence to apply for 
funding ranging from $10,000 to $200,000.

Applications will be accepted on a roll-
ing basis until Feb. 15, 2021 or until the 
funds are fully distributed.  

"Gender-based violence was at unaccept-
able levels before the pandemic, especially 
for marginalized women," Paulette Senior, 
president and CEO of the foundation said.

Grants aim to support organizations' 
ability to address, prevent and reduce 
gender-based violence and deal with an 
influx of people seeking support. 

Canadian Women's Foundation spokes-
person Kate Hawkins stated that while the 
program will support organizations across 
Canada, the Foundation is "encouraging 
applications from the territories," and is 
"committed to advancing gender equality 
initiatives in rural, remote, and Northern 
areas."

– Natalie Pressman

De Beers donates 213  
computers to NWT schools
Nine schools in Yellowknife and NWT 

communities are the proud owners of 
brand new computers as De Beers Group 
announced donations that aim to help stu-
dents' learning during the Covid-19 pan-
demic. 

Yellowknife's  École Sir John Franklin 
High School, Yellowknife Education Dis-
trict #1 Route 51 Learning Institute, École 
St. Patrick High School, and École Allain 
St-Cyr as well as Behchoko's Chief Jimmy 
Bruneau School, Whati's Mezi Commun-
ity School, Gameti's Jean Wetrade School, 
Lutsel K'e's  Lutsel K'e Dene Schoolm and 
Ndilo's Kalemi Dene School received 213 
computers distributed this week.  

A news release issued by the mining 
company on Jan. 21 stated that eight iPad 
mini tablets were also being provided to the 
Deninu Kué First Nation in Fort Resolution 
to help elders in the community remain 
connected to families and friends while 
they are isolated at home.

– Simon Whitehouse

Network issues persist for  
some Northwestel clients

Internet outages continue for a second 
day in certain Yellowknife regions – includ-
ing the Yellowknifer office on 50 Street. 

Northwestel spokesperson Andrew 
Anderson said that no network issues have 
been identified on Thursday and that cli-
ents should contact customer support for 
troubleshooting. 

A technician working to resolve the out-
age indicated that issues sometimes arise as 
a result of the cold but that internet would 
be restored by the end of the day.

Anderson confirmed that Wednesday's 
outages were related to a network problem, 
causing internet to be down across Yellow-
knife until service was restored in the late 
morning.

– Natalie Pressman

Active cases: 7
Confirmed cases: 31
Recovered cases: 24
Completed tests: 11,325
negative tests: 11,282
Pending tests: 138

Days since first confirmed case: 307
Days since last confirmed case: 2
Common symptoms: fever, (60 per cent), muscle 
aches or pain (53 per cent), cough (53 per cent), 
sore throat (33 per cent), diharrhea (13 per cent), 
difficulty breathing (seven per cent)

fact file
nWt covid-19 Situation aS of Jan. 21

Source: Office of the Chief Public Health Officer

Scan for the
latest GNWT

Covid-19 statistics
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For 47 years, Yellowknifers have 
been gathering during the holiday 
season to tally the likes of ravens, 
finches and ptarmigan for the 
annual Ecology North Christmas 
bird count. 

This year, the event took place 
on Jan. 2, with a three-day window 
before and after the count for birders 
to participate online. 

Like many of the participants, 

Reid Hildebrandt has been attending 
the count for most of his life. This 
year, he spread his wings as the 
event's co-ordinator, taking over for 
longtime organizer Robert Bromley. 
Hildebrandt said the day went "even 
better than I could have expected.

"It was a good count and a good 
day," he said. 

This year's 2020-21 bird count 
tied the record for most ever species 
spotted, 16. 

It was also the first year the 

group observed a red-breasted nut-
hatch – a small, chickadee-like bird, 
Hildebrandt explains, seen in Old 
Town.

Participants also spotted high 
numbers of finches, mid-winter pine 
grosbeaks, and record numbers of 
bohemian waxwings – 130 – and 
ravens – 3,093 – mostly seen at the 
dump.

Willow ptarmigans, Canada jays 
and house sparrows all had low 
counts. 

Katherine Thomas, education 
program manager with Ecology 
North, also helped to run the event. 
She said she was pleased with the 
13 people who came out for the in-
person activity, especially since this 
was one of the coldest bird counts 
to date. 

Thomas also commended the 
counters for having maintained 
appropriate social distance and 
wearing their masks indoors. 

As one of the few birding events 

for Yellowknifers, many participants 
of the Christmas bird count are 
regulars at the annual event. They 
generally already have the areas 
of town where they like to do their 
spotting, and take a mentoring role 
for newcomers, Thomas said.  

Hildebrandt intends to continue 
leading the flock for next year's bird 
count. 

"It doesn't take a lot of effort to 
run, and it's something that I really 
enjoy," he said. 

Abundance of ravens and bohemian waxwings spotted during event

Record number of species spotted 
in Ecology North annual bird count

by natalie Pressman  
northern news Services

photos courtesy of Marcus Jackson

Participants of this year's bird count spotted a record-breaking number of 
bohemian waxwings, pictured. 

A white-winged crossbill was among the 16 species spotted at Ecology 
North's 2020/2021 Yellowknife Christmas bird count. 
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"We are in the best place 
to be right now, but also pot-
entially the worst," Pat Kane, 
a Yellowknife based photog-
rapher, said of the NWT's 
pandemic circumstance. 

Because of our geography, 
Kane said, "we are able to 
inherently self-isolate."

With limited health care 
resources in this jurisdiction, 
however, "we are so vulner-
able."

The dichotomy of this fra-
gile balance is the subject of 
Kane's latest undertaking, a 
National Geographic Society-
funded project demonstrating 
our territory's state as one 
of the only regions in North 
America without a major 
Covid-19 outbreak.

The National Geographic 
Society's emergency fund is 
a set of US $1,000-$8,000 
grants supporting journalists 
reporting the impact of the 
pandemic covering social, 
emotional, economic and 
equity issues to tell "stories of 
inequities that Covid-19 has 
brought to light," the National 
Geographic Society writes on 
its website.   

Kane has until the end of 
May to complete his photo-
essay illustrating the NWT's 
tenuous Covid-free zone. 

Since the project is for a 
worldwide audience, many of 
the strengths and vulnerabil-
ities he intends to highlight 
are things that residents likely 
already know. 

The photo essay will put 
particular focus on Dene 
communities and how stay-
ing connected to the land, 
caring for Elders and using 
traditional medicine has been 
providing the physical and 
mental care residents need. 

On the other hand, "West-
ern structures have left Dene 
particularly at risk," he said, 
"especially when it comes to 
health care, food security, 
housing needs and high cost 
of living."

The biggest challenge, 
Kane said, is going to be nar-

rowing the project's focus. 
"What are the important 

stories not just for the North-
west Territories to tell to the 
world, but to tell to us as well," 
he said. "What are the stories 
within the stories, what are 
the things that might surprise 
even Northerners."

To achieve that, Kane has 
set out a list of scenes and 
themes he aims to explore: 
health care, education, life in 
Indigenous communities and 
Indigenous world views on the 
pandemic. He said he'll start 
by reaching out to individuals 
and organizations that fall 
under those umbrellas while 
allowing, to a point, for the 
chips to fall where they may. 

"Many of the best stor-
ies are when you happen to 
be somewhere and fall into 
a really interesting situation," 
he said. "Flexibility is a good 
thing."

Housing, in particular, is 
an issue that Kane is looking 
to showcase. 

"How are you supposed 
to isolate when you have 10 
people in a home in Beh-
choko, for example," he said. 

The geography and issues 
that accompany our North-
ern towns are of interest to 
other parts of the world, Kane 
explains, "but where we live is 
also visually interesting."

Images of harvesters pro-
curing meat, overcrowded 
homes, "these are visuals that 
we're used to," he said, "but 
for the rest of the world, they 
don't really get to see these 

images. It's a way to showcase 
the Northwest Territories and 
the land." 

For all of the work Kane 
is putting into the project, it's 
not yet clear where the final 
product will be published. 

Since there are a number 
of fund recipients working on 
Covid-related projects around 
the world, the chances of 

having his photos run in the 
National Geographic maga-
zine are low, Kane said. How-
ever, the images may appear 
on National Geographic's 
social media or website. 

Kane, whose work has 
appeared in National Geo-
graphic, Canadian Geograph-
ic, the Atlantic, Maclean's, 
The Narwhal and exhibits 

around the globe, said he's 
"excited" for the opportunity.

He said only a handful of 
Canadians were selected for 
the fund, making the stat-
ure of the project even more 
prominent.  

"It's pretty daunting but 
also super exciting," Kane 
said. "I'm honoured that I'm 
doing this." 

Pat Kane receives National Geographic Society  
funding to document effects of virus in NWT

Photo-journalist puts Covid-19 in focus

by natalie Pressman  
northern news Services

photo courtesy of Pat Kane

Photographer Pat Kane has earned a grant through the National Geographic Society's Covid emergency fund for journalists. Amos 
Scott harvests trout and whitefish on Great Slave Lake, just outside of Yellowknife.

photo courtesy of Pat Kane

"What are the important stories not just for the 
Northwest Territories to tell to the world, but to tell 
to us as well," says photographer Pat Kane.
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"When the vaccine rolls 
out this week there will 
be the option to contact 
public health, which is 
not an option right now," 
territorial medical direc-
tor Dr. Anne Marie Pegg 
said on Jan. 17. 
nnSl photo file photo

"'Covid-19 vaccine bookings' is not 
answering. this mailbox is full and 
cannot accept new messages."  

that was the abrupt phone mes-
sage that awaited some Yellowknife 
seniors who attempted to book their 
vaccination appointment from Jan. 15 
to 17.

on its vaccine website, the GNwt 
advertised the phone line as an 
option for seniors, but some callers 
never got through, which was a frus-
trating experience, no doubt. 

territorial medical director dr. 
annemarie Pegg contradicted the 
website during a news conference in 
Yellowknife on sunday.

"when the vaccine rolls out this 
week, there will be the option to 
contact public health, which is not 
an option right now," she said. "the 
Public health department is occupied 
with a number of things."

a number of things.
we can imagine Public health staff 

are busy. there's been an outbreak of 
the coronavirus in fort liard, where 
five residents were confirmed as 
infected as of wednesday.

and full credit to Pegg, chief pub-
lic health officer dr. Kami Kandola 
and other GNwt health officials for 
devoting a portion of their sunday to 
update the public on the situation in 

fort liard.
the GNwt is also making laudable 

amount of headway in administering 
vaccines, having inoculated nearly 
1,900 residents as of monday, at 
least with the first dose. 

this is a leadership group that has 
helped us keep Covid limited to just 
31 cases in the Nwt over 10 months 
since the virus emerged as a threat in 
Canada. None of the sick individuals 
in our territory has perished to date, 
and we certainly hope it remains that 
way. 

so, on a number of levels, there 
has been good reason to put faith in 
the collective expertise of the terri-
tory's top doctors. maintaining public 
confidence during a pandemic – a 
time when misinformation and para-
noia drive conspiracy theories – is 
imperative. 

that's why it's disheartening when 
something as simple but important as 
a vaccination appointment phone line 
gets botched. how basic is it to clear 

a mailbox and ensure that incoming 
calls are received?

the line was working by monday 
morning but by that time the dam-
age over the previous three days was 
done. expectations were created and 
betrayed. the line of communication 
was broken. Public confidence wanes.    

the GNwt can ill afford to keep 
stepping on its own toes. Communi-
cations is a realm fully within the 
government's control, unlike the 
shipments of more moderna vaccine 
doses, which is decided externally.

so the government must move ever 
so carefully. a great deal of political 
capital was expended when senior 
GNwt officials were discovered to 
have travelled over the Christmas 
holidays, defying Kandola's recom-
mendations. rather than admonish 
those who thumbed their noses at 
the Covid guidelines, Premier Caro-
line Cochrane urged Nwt residents 
not to pass judgment. that approach 
left many people furious and sparked 
numerous reactions to the effect of: 
"fine. I'll just do whatever I please as 
well since senior bureaucrats ignore 
the government's Covid-19 protocol."

eyes are peeled. ears are attuned. 
our territorial leaders are being mon-
itored ever so closely, and that's why 
faulty phone lines and defiant civil 
servants matter.  

A costly  
disconnect

Public Health phone line gaffe  
erodes trust in Covid leadership 

northern news Services

tHe iSSue:
GNWT COviD vACCiNE LiNE

We Say:
MiSCOMMuNiCATiON
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For me, one of the nice things about going 
to the dump, is that you often see some inter-
esting things. It's like exploring and I like it.

One day I sat up on the hill where I could 
get a good view of the entire dump. I just sat 
there and watched for a couple of hours trying 
to get an overview of the dump. I watched as 
city employees valiantly tried to deal with the 
flow of all the garbage. It just keeps coming, 
day after day, 364 days a year. So, it really is 
a never-ending flow of garbage. All sorts of 
garbage. Running a garbage dump is a hercu-
lean task in our current age of garbage.

It is kind of fun to look at our garbage 
dump from a geological perspective. Our 
dump really is a geological feature composed 
of sedimentary layers of garbage and dirt. 
The oldest layers of garbage are on the bot-
tom and the youngest are on the top. That is 
one of the geological rules of sedimentation.

Believe it or not, you can learn a lot of 
geology and geography at the dump.

Eventually the dumps will become large 
dome shaped hills which are middens of gar-
bage. They become part of our topographic 
footprint. In the past, if you were looking for 
lost civilizations, you looked for stone temples 
or pyramids. In today's world, lost civiliza-
tions will have the archeologists looking for 
garbage middens.

In geology or archeology, you often look in 
the sedimentary deposits to find marker beds. 
Ones that you can age date and see where 
they occur in other sedimentary deposits. 
Well, our dump certainly has a few. There is 
one that could be called the typewriter layer. 
There is also the tape cassette layer and the 
VHS tape epoch. A new technology comes in 
and everyone throws out the old.

When personal computers came in, people 
started using them and threw out all of their 
typewriters. Just in Yellowknife alone, it 
meant that over a few years, thousands of 
typewriters went into the dump, along with 
carbon paper, white out and typewriter sup-
plies. This happened all around the world. So 
we are talking millions and maybe billions 

of typewriters. Many dumps all around the 
world will have a typewriter layer.

I am sure some day some bright PhD 
student will write a thesis on the geology of 
the dump. Maybe more than one, because the 
science of garbage dumps might become an 
important subject when we decide to dig them 
up and mine them.

If Yellowknife ever does build a univer-
sity, they could teach a good geology course 
about the dump and all the resources in it. 
They could also use it to teach anthropology, 
archeology, sociology, biology, zoology, bac-
teriology, ecology, psychology, reflexology, 
and toxicology. That's a whole lot of ologies 
and I am sure we could add more to the list 
like dumpology and garbology. So why not 
once our current dump midden is capped, 
haul a bunch of trailers up there and turn it 
into a Northern university with classrooms, 
labs, lecture halls, dorms and fast-food out-
lets. It has a great view of the city and the 
students could visit the rest of the dump and 
really learn things firsthand. They could even 
salvage from the dump to help pay for their 
tuition.

If the politicians were serious about 
recovering economically and socially from 
the pandemic, then all the dumps across the 
land would be open to salvagers. This would 
create a lot of self-employed jobs and all the 
valuables currently being thrown away would 
be salvaged and it would pump millions, 
maybe even billions into our economy. People 
would become self-sufficient and we would 
not be so dependent on imports we just throw 
away in a year or two.  

The dump is a wondrous place. I know I 
wonder when I am there.

Plumbing the 
VHS tape epoch

northern news Services

commentary

"Weedless Wednesday" is on the third 
Wednesday of January each year and lasts 
for a week. It's ideally timed 
for people who finally want to 
quit smoking. Sponsored by the 
Canadian Council for Tobacco 
Control, it aims to prevent 
tobacco use among Canadians, 
raise the awareness of the dan-
gers of second-hand smoke as 
well as educating citizens about 
the marketing strategies and 
tactics of the tobacco industry.  
Now is a great time to stop 
smoking.

Brain fog
The term brain fog has 

emerged over the past year as 
being associated with many 
maladies including the Covid-19. Symp-
toms include difficulty concentrating and 
focusing, feeling confused and forgetful 
and experiencing mental fatigue. Some 
people may be tempted to try  "smart 
drugs" to help these symptoms.  But be 
cautious. Some may contain chemicals not 

listed on the label and may cause prob-
lems. Get professional help first.

A new diet
Looking to change your 

diet?  The Pesco-Mediterranean 
Diet might be a good one.  It 
consists of plants, legumes, 
nuts, whole grains, extra-virgin 
olive oil and moderate amounts 
of dairy products, fish and/or 
seafood. It can be good for your 
heart, too.

Remember to clean 
your toothbrush

Just a reminder:  Have you 
changed your toothbrush lately?  
It can be a breeding ground for 
bacteria, especially during sick-

ness.  You can put the head of your tooth-
brush in boiling water for three minutes 
to remove most of the bacteria. The same 
rules apply to electric toothbrushes as 
well. If it's more than 3 months old, get a 
new.  This applies to electric toothbrushes, 
too.

caPSule 
Comments
Aaron La Borde is  
a pharmacist at  
Sutherland Drugs.

'Weedless' Wednesdays

wikimedia commons photo

the third Wednesday of every month is a sponsored day to promote 
healthy lifestyles and quitting tobacco.

Walt Humphries is a well-known
Yellowknife artist and prospector.

tales from
the dump

nnSl file photo

the yellowknife dump. in our current age of garbage, managing a solid waste 
facility is a herculean task, writes columnist Walt Humphries.

northern news Services
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City council is no longer 
publicly reviewing monthly 
RCMP reports due to a heavy 
workload and a focus on other 
priorities.

The last RCMP report 
came on   July 27, 2020 when 
then Insp. Alex Laporte gave 
his final presentation   for the 
month of June.

Since then, mayor and coun-
cil say they have been getting 
the monthly reports, they just 
haven't been presented to the 
public in a live format by the 
RCMP detachment commander.

This largely is due to com-
mittee meetings over the last six 
months that have stretched into 
three-hour "marathon" sessions 
as well as the lack of authority 
that council has relating to any-
thing the RCMP does.

"Right now the number 
of topics that we have on our 
agenda for council meetings, 
we are just focusing on items 
that require council decisions," 
Mayor Rebecca Alty said this 
week. "So issues involving the 
pool and the zoning bylaw and 
an Avens development coming 
forward soon."

Over the last year and 
since December 2019, council 
has undergone a governance 
review – presented last August 
– where Alberta-based consult-
ant George Cuff recommended 
that council's agenda should 
be more focused on municipal 
issues and council's mandate, 
Alty said.

Because the RCMP is fund-
ed 70 per cent by the federal 
government and 30 per cent 
by the territorial government, 
policing reports should the 
responsibility of those parties 
to present to the public, said the 
mayor.

"So the RCMP or the ter-
ritorial government should 
be posting statistics and not a 
third-party like the city pub-
lishing the reports," Alty said.

The reports typically have 
important information that 
residents may want to know 
about their community such as 
the number of calls the RCMP 
receives for a range of crimes, 
including sexual assaults, thefts, 
impaired driving and mis-
sing persons – and how those 
numbers compare to previous 
months and years.

The RCMP says it con-

tinues to provide statistics to 
the city every month and that 
although the police force cre-
ates the documents, it's up to 
the municipality to decide how 
to share them. The police also 
point out that they haven't been 
invited by the city to present the 
reports "for several months," 
stated Marie York-Condon, 
spokesperson for the Yellow-
knife RCMP.

'third party'
The in-person meetings 

allowed councillors to ask 
questions of detachment com-
manders and provide input on 
how the city's policing object-
ives can align with the Moun-

ties' overall workload.
Former Insp. Alex Laporte 

said in an exit interview that 
being accessible as a detach-
ment commander is an import-
ant part of the job.

"There's great interest from 
the public and the media on the 
work that the RCMP is doing 
in Yellowknife and for good 
reason," he said. "I know for 
me, I wanted to be accessible as 
a detachment commander and 
available in both good times 
and bad times."

unclear how public will be able to access crime statistics

RCMP monthly reports scaled back 
as council focuses on loaded agenda

by Simon Whitehouse 
northern news Services

nnSl file photo

Former yellowknife rCmP detachment commander insp. Alex Laporte 
addresses council in 2019.

news
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The Great Slave Snow-
mobile Association (GSSA), 
a Yellowknife non-profit dedi-
cated to promoting respon-
sible snowmobiling, is a group 
that wears many hats. 

The organization grooms 
trails, updates signage, meas-
ures ice thickness, plans 
events and works to broadcast 
snowmobile related informa-
tion to the community. 

GSSA president Shaun 
Morris said he often receives 
messages with issues on trails, 
spots around town where there 
are overflows or other hazards 
the public should be aware of. 

"They'll let us know and 
then we'll post it on our web-
site and Facebook and try to 
keep everybody informed," he 
said. 

Since snowmobile sales 
have boomed this winter, 
Morris said GSSA member-
ship has risen to a near 90 
members, up from 80 or so in 
previous years. 

For their $40 annual fee, 
GSSA members benefit from 
discounted entrance to GSSA 
charity events, GSSA group 
rides, as well as access to a 
network of experienced snow-
mobilers. 

"It's a great place to get 
tips and tricks on how to ride 
properly, how to balance, how 
to do lots of different things," 
Morris said.

He said the association's 
group rides are a place to field 
that information since "some 
people have been riding snow-
mobiles their entire lives."

Though the association has 
yet to organize a group ride 
so far this season, Morris said 
they're coming soon and "are 
a lot of fun" for all levels of 

snowmobiler. 
"We only go as fast as the 

slowest rider," he said. 
At the halfway point, Mor-

ris explained, the group will 
stop to make a fire and, in a 
typical year, cook hot dogs. 

"Of course, this year, we 
have to do things a little dif-
ferently," he said, but the asso-
ciation is committed to find-
ing a socially distant solution 
to ensure the event is still a go. 

Morris said the GSSA 
aims to run at least a couple of 
group rides a month, though 
they're mindful to not burn 
out the volunteers that lead 
them. 

In addition to the group 
rides, the GSSA has in the 
past organized maintenance 

days to instruct on basic 
repairs like changing snow-
mobile bells and plugs, for 
example.  

While snowmobiling can 
be a fun, family friendly win-
ter activity, Morris notes, rid-
ers should take precautions 
as well. 

Among them, Morris said 
the GSSA "preaches" not 
drinking if you're planning 
to be out on a snowmobile, 
leaving notice of where you 
plan to ride so that some-
one knows where you are in 
case your vehicle does break 
down. He also suggests stay-
ing equipped with a first aid 
kit, a fire starter kit, proper 
communications devices and 
other survival gear.

Association typically plans yearly group rides

The Great Slave Snowmobile Association 
'a great place for all levels' to learn

by natalie Pressman  
northern news Services

facebook photo 

the GSSA plans a number of group rides for members each season. At the halfway point, the group takes a break, builds a fire and 
cooks hotdogs. 

natalie Pressman/nnSl photo

the GSSA goes out every Sunday in the early winter months to measure ice 
until the lakes consistently measure six inches of ice all the way across. They 
do the same at the end of the season to indicate when it is no longer safe to 
ride on the lakes. 

SPecial featuRe
SnoWMoBile Safety Week
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Uncle Joe might have taught you 
how to ride a snowmobile, but plenty 
of people in Yellowknife can benefit by 
learning in a formal setting.

"There's likely more demand for 
it than we're currently meeting," said 
Adam Woogh, manager with outdoor 
survival company Arctic Response, 
which offers two snowmobile safety 
training programs. 

One is a safety certificate course 
for recreational riders in Yellowknife, 
required for riding anywhere in city 
limits. 

It covers the basics of riding, trip 
planning, ice safety and troubleshoot-
ing. 

The day-long course targets 12 to 15 
year olds but adults can join as well. It 
costs $15 for participants 12 to 15 and 
$100 for participants 16 and older. 

"(The training) can be done in an 
informal setting but you have to know 
the person showing you is competent," 
Woogh said. 

The other course is snowmobile 
safety and operations, designed for 
field workers such as researchers with 
Environment Canada or engineers who 
might be going at slower speeds while 
out on their snow machines. That course 
takes one and a half days costing $450 
per participant. 

Woogh estimates that in a given year 
50 to 60 people take the courses and 
enrolment has been slowly growing over 

the years. Both run from December to 
April. 

The main safety concern snow-
mobilers should focus on is contingency 
planning, Woogh explained.

"Understand that things aren't neces-
sarily going to go as planned. You could 
have a breakdown, you could get in 
trouble by hitting open water if you're 
not aware of open water, you could get 
stuck in overflow on a frozen lake. A 
two-hour ride could turn into an over-
night ride."

Specifically, riders should have a 
communications plan in place, notify 
people where they're going, be prepared 
to address mechanical issues and ensure 
they have enough gas, Woogh added. 

While the first aid training courses 
from St. John Ambulance don't touch on 
snowmobiling, their other wilderness 
first aid programs cover relevant safety 
topics while out on the land. 

Brenda Preston, manager of learning 
with the organization, said riders should 
bring appropriate clothing, dress in lay-
ers and bring a safety kit in case they're 
out overnight. 

"Bring some food, something to 
make a fire and a shelter with, extra 
clothes in case they get wet, and a flare 
or something colourful so that people 
can see you if they fly over," Preston 
said. 

Those precautions will be useful 
for riders when encountering the most 
common safety hazard of getting stuck 
in bad weather, she said. 

Trend follows quickly growing increase in snowmobile sales

Demand for formal snowmobile 
safety training growing in YK

by Blair McBride  
northern news Services

photo courtesy of Bruce Hewlko 

"there's likely more demand for snowmobile safety training than we're currently meet-
ing," said Adam Woogh, manager with outdoor survival company Arctic Response, which 
offers two snowmobile safety training programs.

SPecial featuRe
SnoWMoBile Safety Week

• Always check the weather forecast and plan for additional 
days on the land.

• Know the area where you are travelling. If you are not famil-
iar with the area, speak with someone more experienced.

• Make sure you wear brightly coloured clothing and warm 
gear.  learn the symptoms of hypothermia.

• Always wear a helmet when you are within Yellowknife city's 
limits, and wear it even though it's not mandatory outside 
the city.

• Carry an emergency medical kit, emergency tool kit (with 
spark plugs, belts, etc.) and extra food.

• Always carry a means of communication. If you travel 
outside cellular phone coverage, carry an emergency com-
munication device like a Satellite phone, a SPoT or 2-way 
satellite communication device.

• Tell people where you are going. let them know of your 
destination and the route you are going to take. If you are 
changing your plans at the last minute, tell a few people 
prior leaving.

• operate your snowmobile within your capacities and always 
operate sober! A snowmobile driver impaired by alcohol 
and/or drugs will face the same criminal code charges as 
when driving a vehicle impaired.

fact file

SnoWMoBile Safety tiPS fRoM tHe RcMP

Source: Yellowknife RCMP
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How quickly things can go downhill. 
That's my theme every time I head out the 
door to ride my Ski-Doo. 

I've just about seen it all. 
I've just about done it all 
myself. It really is unbelievable 
to me how unprepared people 
are when they go out. 

My friends have started to 
call me Mr. Prepared after all 
the times I've had to bail them 
out, whether it be with an extra 
layer of clothes, some food, a 
GPS, or a tow rope. I have no 
problem with the extra weight 
that I carry around for a daily 
ride. 

It's like the fire extinguish-
er in your house. You hope and 
pray you'll never need one but 
you'll be over the moon with 
relief if a fire ever does occur 
one day and your extinguisher 
is there to put it out. 

And just when you think you have 
enough, pack more. That's my advice to 
you.  

I have caused quite a few unnecessary 
situations myself during my 20 years in 
Yellowknife and tens of thousands of 
kilometres spent on my Ski-Doo – enough 
to know better these days. An old friend 
didn't check his fuel before we went out 
one day. When he ran out of gas, we had 
to turn my Ski-Doo upside down to get the 
fuel out to get him home. TWICE!

You may ask why I just didn't tow him 
home. Well, we would have but the two 
tow ropes I brought were both too short, 
and I embarrassingly can't tie a knot to 

save my life. There's more to 
being prepared than bringing 
stuff.

Just last year I hooked a 
thick willow on the trail and 
came to a dead stop. Well, the 
Ski-Doo did anyway. I flew 10 
feet and then came to an abrupt 
stop. I was so disoriented I had 
to be driven back to town in a 
truck! Everything was great. 
And in an instant it wasn't. 

I've been so cold and hungry 
on the trail at times I swore I'd 
never go out again, no matter 
how well-prepared I was. Now 
that's a new level of cold and 
hunger, when you're willing to 
give up an absolute passion so 
you never have to experience 

that feeling again. 
It takes me a long time to get ready the 

night before. I pack extra layers for myself 
and there's always someone in the group 
that doesn't bring enough clothes so I pack 
for them too. I always bring enough food 
for a whole extra day, knowing I'll eat the 
leftovers tomorrow. 

Funny thing, I never come home with 
any food with the group I go out with. 
Makes me shake my head sometimes why 
I still go with these guys. There's just no 
substitute for preparation.

My friends call me Mr. Prepared

nnSl file photo

Polar tech owner Joey Sutton sits on one of many snowmachines sold at his business. 
After many bail-outs over the years while out sledding, he has become known as Mr. 
Prepared.

northern news Services

photos courtesy of Prince of wales northern Heritage Centre 

oLd faithfuL
A 1961 Bombardier snowmobile owned and used in fort franklin by father 
Rene fumoleau, an oblate priest who came to the northwest Territories in 
1953. This was the first snowmobile in fort franklin, now Deline, and the 
Great Bear lake area. Below: A 1950's Bosak snow machine, 'Super M' model 
used by employees at Con Mine's Bluefish lake Hydro for transporting supplies 
around camp during the 1950s and 1960s.

SPecial featuRe
SnoWMoBile Safety Week

GueSt  
Comment

Joey Sutton is the 
owner/operator of 

Polar Tech Recreation.
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The Northwest Territories busi-
ness community said Thursday it is 
disappointed that a plan to restart 
the economy is apparently not on the 
radar of the premier or her cabinet.

In a press release, Jenni Bruce, 
NWT Chamber of Commerce presi-
dent and co-chair of the 17-member 
Business Advisory Council (BAC) 
formed by the GNWT earlier this 
year to advise it on economic mat-
ters in the wake of the Covid-19 
pandemic and associated lockdowns, 
said Premier Caroline Cochrane is 
not focused on the economy.

As a result, the BAC won't be 
meeting regularly anymore.

"The members of the BAC are 
very dedicated to advising the min-
ister of Industry, Tourism and Invest-
ment on economic recovery and the 
Emerging Strongly plan," Bruce said 
in the release. "We believe that ITI 
is a good partner in this endeavour."

Bruce added that the council 
is open to meeting again with the 
department if there are matters which 
the GNWT seeks specific guidance. 

"In the meantime, the BAC mem-
bers will continue to advocate on 

behalf of their respective member-
ships together and through their own 
memberships."

BAC's news release also included 
their top priorities for the GNWT 
and the federal government to focus 
on to help business recovery based 
on a face-to-face strategic planning 
meeting on Nov. 17. 

Bruce told Yellowknifer ear-
lier this week that despite frequent 
meetings, there has been frustration 
among business owners who want to 
see the government address some of 
their priorities, which include open-
ing up the NWT border in time for 
the summer.

"Disgruntled might be an extreme 
way of putting it, but there's defin-
itely frustration because these are 
frustrating times," Bruce said of 
prevailing feeling among business 
representatives. "Anytime private 
industry goes up against government, 
private industry tends to move at a 
much faster pace."

Drew Williams, spokesperson for 
ITI, said in a Jan. 21 email that 
the department has been facilitating 
meetings between the BAC and sen-
ior officials within the government 
and has ensured that concerns during 

the pandemic from the business com-
munity have reached senior leader-
ship with the GNWT.

"Members of BAC have made 
their positions well known to the 
Department of ITI and the govern-
ment overall," Williams stated in a 
Jan. 21 email. "ITI has facilitated 
meetings specifically between BAC 
and the CPHO, cabinet members, 
Covid Secretariat and the premier."

Earlier this week, Bruce said 
there had been changes among the 
BAC membership after its last  meet-
ing on Jan. 14 when chair Paul Grun-
er stepped down due to commitments 
in his role as president and CEO of 
Det'on Cho Corporation.

Donna Lee Demarcke, who was 
a representative of the Hay River 
Chamber of Commerce, has departed 
because she's now CEO of NWT 
Tourism. 

She was replaced by Terry Rowe, 
the new president of the Hay River 
chamber.

Trevor Kasteel is now on the 
board as a member of the NWT Con-
struction Association. He replaces 
Duc Trinh.

Yellowknifer was unable to reach  
the premier before press deadline.

in letter, co-chair of NWT Chamber says working with iTi is great 
but the premier doesn't have a plan to restart the territory's economy

GNWT business advisory council 
has lost faith in Cochrane, cabinet

by Simon Whitehouse 
northern news Services

nnSl file photo

"We do not feel that a plan for economic recovery is a focus 
of the current Executive Council," NWT Chamber of Commerce 
president Jenni Bruce said in essentially disbanding the busi-
ness advisory council the GNWT set up in the wake of the Covid-
19 pandemic's associated shutdowns.

One lesson outside observ-
ers can learn from how Juniper 
Clinic handled the Covid-19 
pandemic is that crises can 
become opportunities for 
those who are prepared.

Like all businesses, the 
chiropractic and naturopathic 
medicine clinic was hit hard 
after the pandemic lockdown 
began last March.

"We were 100-per-cent 
shut down 
for most of 
our practices 
that couldn't 
be done by 
telehea lth, 
like massage 
therapy and 
chiropractor. 
Half of our 
providers were off work for 
six or eight weeks," said clinic 
owner and chiropractor Dr. 
Michael Bokor.

Juniper was among sever-
al health care providers who 
experienced an increase in 
telemedicine appointments in 
the spring after non-urgent and 
in-person appointments were 
discouraged in the lockdown.

But the halt in business 
activity at the clinic didn't 
compare to the anxiety of 
being unable to help patients 
who were in pain, Bokor 
explained.

"We were getting emails 
every day from people ... and 
we had to say no or send them 
to the hospital. Sometimes 
with musculoskeletal prob-

lems, medicine doesn't work. 
Sometimes you need someone 
to massage your back. And we 
couldn't do that. People were 
trying really hard to convince 
us to come back to work and 
we just couldn't."

Things slowly began mov-
ing back towards normalcy in 
the first week of May.

"We went back for urgent 
care I believe on May 7, which 
I think was about two weeks 

prior to 
being able 
to return to 
a reduced 
capacity in 
phase one 
(of Emer-
ging Wise-
ly). We did 
have a lot of 

patients who contacted their 
MLAs asking if we could get 
the urgent care clinic back. 
I think that allowed us to do 
urgent care again," Bokor said.

Juniper was prepared and 
patients started coming back 
right away, though under modi-
fied conditions and at volumes 
lower than before Covid.

"(The GNWT) told us not 
to have a waiting room, which 
meant it was hard to cycle 
patients in and out," said Bokor. 
"We had to put more time 
between patients. We reduced 
capacity by 40 to 50 per cent. 
We continued offering Tele-
health and that's ongoing. We 
have a sign outside with a QR 
code that people can scan so 
that we can manage them so 

they don't have to wait inside."
For 2020 overall, Bokor 

estimates the clinic lost about 
25 per cent of its business. 
Some of his staff were affect-
ed more than others, such as 
the chiropractors and mas-
sage therapists whose regu-
lar patient load took longer to 
return to normal.

All of Juniper's 14 prac-
titioners are back seeing 
patients. One counsellor sees 
patients exclusively by Tele-
health.

The clinic applied for an 
exemption to the waiting room 
prohibition, which it received 
after some back and forth with 
the GNWT. It spread out the 
seating area of the waiting 
room and added another one.

Wearing of PPE and fre-
quent sanitizing have become 
part of the daily routine at 
Juniper.

"The cleaning has been a 
big part of our job. I clean 
whenever someone is in my 
office. I can spend an hour 
per day wiping things down. 
Anything people touch is con-
stantly being cleaned. We don't 
allow people to hang jackets 
in the lobby. We don't want 
anyone using the same coat 
hook after them. They have to 
take them with them into the 
offices," Bokor said.

Clearing the backlog of 
delayed appointments took 
some time and with some 
complications for patients.

"Our wait lists have never 
been so big as they were last 

year. So many people couldn't 
see practitioners. When people 
are in pain like that it switches 
from acute to chronic. Chronic 
is harder to treat than acute. 
You have more people need-
ing more care. That increases 
backlogs and makes it harder 
for people to get in. But we 
eventually caught up."

The difficult times brought 
their own benefits to the clinic.

"The word 'pivot' comes 
to mind," Bokor said. "I had 
downtime to focus on the 
next logical step of our busi-
ness. We have a physiother-
apist in now. We have more 

products. We've been work-
ing on updating offices. Over 
time things have been getting 
cleaner and fresher. Our proto-
cols are more solidified now 
because we had to be on the 
same page with rules that we 
developed for Covid."

It had been slowly devel-
oping its online store Juniper 
Supply Co of Canadian-made 
vitamins, beverages and gifts 
since late 2019 and once Covid 
hit the NWT sales ramped up.

"We brought in 40 more 
brands. I was shipping across 
Canada and the United States. 
Our online clinic has more 

than our clinic boutique. I was 
delivering to people in Yellow-
knife, too. It took off quite a 
bit. We're still selling across 
Canada but not as much as 
during the lockdown phase."

With the NWT's vaccina-
tion campaign about to enter 
its fourth week, Bokor is feel-
ing optimistic about being able 
to move forward.

"Our practice has a high 
level of stress because we 
make close contact with 
people. The risk of exposure 
to Covid is high. But if we all 
get vaccinated it will reduce 
that stress."

'Anything people touch is constantly being cleaned'
Juniper Clinic turned Covid crisis into opportunity

Blair McBride/nnSl photo

Being unable to help patients with musculoskeletal problems who were in 
pain was difficult when the clinic couldn't accept in-person appointments in 
the spring, said Dr. Michael Bokor.

business

with Blair McBride

Back
to business

northern news Services
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The Housemen are among 
the Yellowknife musical acts 
unable to perform live due to 
the Covid-19 pandemic, but 

the three stay-at-home-dads 
are prepping audiences for the 
day they can make them jump 
and dance again.

The band, composed of 
lead singer and guitarist Jeff 

Sleno, bassist Allan Yeoman 
and drummer Trevor Sinclair, 
released its newest single 
called Fake and Coloured 
Lines on Jan. 15.

Although an acoustic rock 

band, The Housemen's latest 
single has "a rural country 
vibe," which features Wes-
ley Hardisty on fiddle and 
which is recorded and mixed 
by Diga Wolf's Naka Produc-

tions.
Over the last two years, 

and since the band's inception 
on Jan. 1 2019, they have per-
formed at nearly every major 
festival in the NWT. 

Among them have includ-
ed the Long John Jamboree, 
the Snow King's Winter Festi-
val, Festival on Franklin, Hay 
Days, YK Rocks Jam Night 
and Hockey Day in Canada.

"All except Folk on the 
Rocks," they said almost in 
unison during a recent inter-
view.

The band admitted that it 
has been a challenging past 
year since they have not been 
able to play live. 

However, they have tried 
to look on the bright side, 
including with the knowledge 
that many artists across the 
country are in the same situa-
tion.

"On the upside though, it 

does get us in a position where 
we can get the album out there 
and if the GNWT and vaccine 
keeps rolling out we will be 
in a better position to perform 
this summer," Sinclair said.

Their plan is that after the 
release of the single, they will 
be able to release a six-track 
EP in February called Tin 
Boat.

A month after that, another 
six-track EP – titled Family 
Man – is expected to be ready 
in the spring.

The idea is to keep the 
band's work in the minds of 
audiences by giving a little bit 
of material at a time.

"Since we don't have (the 
ability to tour and promote 
the album) we have broken 
up (our recordings) to market 
our music and draw attention 
and then market again and get 
more opportunity while not 
being able to tour," Sleno said.

Stay-at-home-dad rockers get innovative as touring is on hold

The Housemen rolling out new tunes
by Simon Whitehouse  
northern news Services

photo courtesy of The Housemen

the Housemen are getting ready to release recorded acoustic rock tunes leading up to a day when they 
can perform them live. The band dropped its first single of the year on Jan. 15. From left, Jeff Sleno, lead 
singer and guitarist; Trevor Sinclair, drummer; and bassist Allan Yeoman.

arts and entertainment
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Sports & recreation

It's the event that several 
curlers in the city thought 
would never happen but there 
will be playdowns to see who 
goes to the Tim Hortons Brier 
and Scotties Tournament of 
Hearts.

The Office of the Chief 
Public Health Officer gave 
its blessing to NWT Curl-
ing to host the NWT Men's 
and Women's Curling Cham-
pionships at the Yellowknife 
Curling Centre at the end 
of the month. In addition to 
those events, there will be the 
NWT Masters Champion-
ships, NWT Senior Women's 
Curling Championship and 
NWT Women's Curling Club 
Championship on the same 
weekend of Jan. 28 to 31.

It was a decision which 
was met with some relief for 
Kerry Galusha as it means 
she will get the chance to 
play for the right to represent 
the NWT at the Scotties in 
Calgary next month in the 
bubble created by Curling 
Canada.

"We're excited to curl," she 
said on Wednesday. "Jo-Ann 
(Rizzo, out-of-territory play-
er) in here and she finished 
her isolation (Tuesday). We 
played in league on Tuesday 
night and we're all excited to 
get going now that the uncer-
tainty is over."

That uncertainty is what 

caused Jamie Koe, Galusha's 
brother, to pull his rink out of 
the men's championship.

In an interview with 
Yellowknifer last week, Koe 
said that, along with a pos-
sible suspension for any team 
that pulled out after the NWT 
Curling-imposed deadline of 
Jan. 12 for teams to withdraw 
from their respective event, 
was enough for him to pull 
the plug.

"Our guys like playing 
mixed doubles territorials, 
mixed territorials," he said. 
"The information we got was 
that if the situation around 
Covid-19 improved, any sus-
pension would be upheld so 
we didn't want to take any 
chances with that."

When it came to her rink, 
Galusha said not everyone 
was on board at first.

"Everyone knows it can 
change really quickly but 
we've been lucky here in 
Yellowknife," she said. "We 
all decided at the end to go in 
and play."

Nick Saturnino, NWT 
Curling's president, explained 
in an interview last week that 
teams were being asked to 
register up to eight weeks in 
advance and the expectation 
is that any team which regis-
ters will move onto a national 
championship should they 
be successful at a territorial 
playdown.

"Our board made the deci-

sion to move ahead with ter-
ritorial playdowns this season 
and it would be held inside 
bubbles," he said. "Everyone 
was informed of that ahead of 
territorials."

When it came to the dead-
line, Saturnino said it was 
ensuring the integrity of the 
event as things got closer.

"As of Jan. 12, every-
one (knew) the situation in 
Yellowknife and Calgary," he 
said. "If a team wanted to 
continue on, then carry on. 
If not, then drop out by Jan. 
12. We do have the ability 

to sanction teams but with 
Covid-19, we are planning 
on being lenient if the situa-
tion drastically changes." 
For example, Saturnino said 
if an outbreak were to happen 
in either Yellowknife or Cal-
gary, that would have been 
taken into consideration with 
any appeal of a sanction or 
suspension.

"Teams know what's going 
on," he said. "It could change 
but if it doesn't, then teams 
would be leaving it up to the 
board if they decided to with-
draw after Jan. 12. That's the 

issue. If things become ram-
pant in Calgary, we would 
take that into consideration if 
a team appealed but the situa-
tion is still the same right 
now."

Galusha said if her rink 
wins the women's title, there's 
no way they would pull out.

"The only way we don't 
go (to Calgary) is if it gets 
cancelled," she said. "We're 
taking it one step at a time 
because you have to win 
here before you can go there 
and honestly, any one of the 
teams can win it. Everyone 

expects us to win but the cir-
cumstances are so different 
this year."

In addition to Galusha's 
rink, Sarah Stroeder's rink 
and the junior girls rink 
skipped by Cassie Rogers 
will be in action. 

They will play a single 
round-robin with no tiebreak; 
the top two rinks will advance 
to a one-game showdown to 
determine the winners.

The men's championship 
will be a best-of-three ser-
ies between Greg Skauge and 
Glen Hudy.

Office of Chief Public Health Officer gives green light for  
NWT Men's and Women's Curling Championships to proceed

Curling territorials get go-ahead 

Kerry Galusha, seen 
in action during the 
2020 Scotties tourna-
ment of Hearts, will 
be skipping her rink in 
the NWT Women's Curl-
ing Championship at 
the Yellowknife Curling 
Centre at the end of the 
month. That event, along 
with four others on the 
same weekend, have 
been given the green 
light to be held from the 
Office of the Chief Public 
Health Officer.
Andrew Klaver/Curling Canada photo 

by James Mccarthy  
northern news Services
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Yes, I know we all can't be together right now playing the 
sports we love (unless you're one of those sports which has the 
luxury of league play … looking at you, Yk Rec Hockey League, 
Yk Oldtimers, Yk Adult Soccer League) but it doesn't hurt to have 
a wish list.

We all want life back to nor-
mal and with the vaccine now 
in play, it should happen sooner 
rather than later … or at least 
that's what we've been promised 
(see Emerging Wisely).

So with that in mind, I have a 
few things which I would like to 
see happen in 2021 and if you dis-
agree with these, that's OK. It's my list, not yours. It goes like this:

Rec Hockey/Balsillie cup tournaments
The YK Rec Hockey League and YK Oldtimers Hockey 

League didn't get to have these last April thanks to Covid-19 but 
they should be able to have them this year.

The rec league has a playoff to determine the divisional cham-
pions but you know they use the Easter-time tradition of the (insert 
sponsor here) Rec Hockey Tournament to see who the best in the 
league really is. The best part is that they'll still get to celebrate 
the 40th anniversary of it because the 40th edition hasn't happened 
yet. 

As for the oldtimers, the Balsillie Cup is the playoff round for 
them. The regular season is a way for the players (no, not just the 
guys because women play as well) to play games but they're not in 
the habit of keeping stats or wins/losses. And that's fine because 
it's the way it's been for a while. Just not when the Balsillie Cup 
rolls around.

I think there will be more than one person who will make a 
push for both of these to happen this year.

Wade Hamer challenge cup
Now, you could be forgiven if you thought there was no Chal-

lenge Cup last year and if you're talking about the new school 
year, you would be right because it hasn't happened yet.

The normal date for the Challenge Cup is the third Wednesday 
in November but recall that Hockey Day in Canada saw the nor-
mal date for the 2019 version moved to February 2020. It was in 
the works for quite some time so no one was shocked. What was 
shocking was no game yet this season and you know both schools 
want this to go on.

Publicly, the students will tell you they want to play but pri-
vately, I know for a fact the coaches and organizers want this 
game to happen. It is the single-biggest sporting event on the 
sporting calendar each year in Yellowknife and it's a pretty big 
deal. If it has to happen behind closed doors, then it happens 
behind closed doors. Just let me in.

School sport in general
You know students are itching to get this school sports season 

going. I don't care what people will tell you in public – these kids 
want to play and they're dying to play.

I've already outlined how this could happen in a bubble scenar-
io and it's literally the same plan that's being used by other leagues 
and tournaments around the world: you have your 15-minute 
warm-up time, you play the game (behind closed doors), you leave 
and you stay in your room when you aren't playing save for hav-
ing a shower because hygiene is important. Food will be delivered 
to each room and schools should be good enough to open up the 
wi-fi so students don't completely lose whatever is left of their 
minds while living in a classroom.

arctic Winter Games territorial trials
The cancellation of the 2020 Arctic Winter Games was the 

first sign that things were going to come crashing down in terms 
of sport in the North. 

But the planning has begun for the 2022 edition in Fort 
McMurray, Alta., and I know this because I've seen videos of the 
mascot dancing around. And you know what else would be a sure 
sign of the 2022 edition happening? 
Territorial trials.

That's as far as the athletes got last year before having the rug 
pulled out from under their feet one week before making the trip 
to Whitehorse so you know they want to go one better. In fact, 
everyone wants to go one better, even me. My eldest daughter 
keeps telling me she's going to go with me this time around but 
she and I and anyone else listening in on this conversation knows 
that the final say does not belong to me.

Of course, all of this is contingent on people doing as they're 
told and keeping their noses clean. So do that and let us really get 
back to normal.

A grown-ups 
sports wish 
list for 2021

northern news Services
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email: sports@nnsl.com

sports and recreation
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