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New lease on life for 
Simpson's Nahanni Inn

"Please do not penalize the people that have come home for Christmas. We're all in this together."

– Premier Caroline Cochrane asked the public to not judge senior officials who ignore health recommendations, page 4.

Gameti 
handgames
postponed

MLAs press 
for answers 
on vaccine 
rollout

Throwing stones
in ice houses

photo courtesy of Samantha McKay

Kailene Pettersen works to keep her rock steady as she focuses on sweeping, keeping up with the throw and regulating its speed. Players are getting as much ice time 
as the Inuvik Curling Centre can provide during the One on One Curling Challenge which kicked off Dec. 5 and continues into February. See more photos on page 7.

Darlene Sibbeston says she had to overcome fear of failure to take on business
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The GNWT released on Jan. 5 its Immun-
ity for our Communities Covid-19 vaccination 
strategy, including a general schedule in Janu-
ary for the vaccination of priority populations 
in almost all communities.

The strategy for vaccine delivery, which 
began on Dec. 31 with the vaccination of 
Elders and support staff at long-term care 
facilities in Yellowknife and Behchoko, pri-
oritizes residents who are at highest risk and 
the GNWT expects vaccinations to take place 
between January and February for those 
residents.

Those deemed at highest risk include 
people of advanced age, people with existing 
chronic medical conditions, frontline health-
care workers, resident workers who live in 
NWT but work regularly out of territory or at 
work camps with out-of-territory workers and 
members of remote Indigenous communities 
where health infrastructure is limited.

One-hundred and thirty people, which 
includes Elders and support staff at AVENS 
in Yellowknife and at Jimmy Erasmus Sen-
iors Home in Behchoko have been vaccinated 
already, Health Minister Julie Green said in a 
news conference on Jan. 5.

During the week of Jan. 4 to 11, residents 
and staff at long-term care homes and hospi-
tals in the following communities are sched-
uled to receive vaccinations: Fort Simpson, 
Fort Smith, Hay River, Inuvik, Norman Wells 
and Yellowknife, the NWT Health and Social 
Services Authority said on its website.

In the week of Jan. 11 to 17, all eligible 
residents aged 18 years and older in the 
following communities are expected to be 
vaccinated: Colville Lake, Wrigley, Sambaa 
K'e, Jean Marie River, Nahanni Butte, Tsiiige-
htchic, Sachs Harbour, Ulukhaktok, Paulatuk, 
Lutsel K'e and Wekweeti. Exact vaccination 
dates have yet to be set.

Priority populations in Dettah can be vac-
cinated in the week of Jan. 11 to 17 as well.

During Jan. 18 to 24, priority populations 
can be vaccinated in Fort Liard, Fort McPher-
son, Aklavik, Tuktoyaktuk, Fort Providence, 
Ndilo and at the K'atl'odeeche First Nation.

In the weeks of Jan. 18 to 31, priority 
populations in the following communities will 
be vaccinated, though the list could be further 
defined depending on vaccine availability: 
Behchoko, Norman Wells, Fort Resolution, 
Fort Simpson, Fort Good Hope, Enterprise, 
Kakisa, Whati, Deline, Gamètì, Tulita. Fort 
Smith, Hay River, Yellowknife and Inuvik.

Green said that the initial vaccination 
focus for remote communities will be on 
those that are fly-in, without roads and along 
borders.

Priority populations in communities with 
road access will be next, followed by priority 
populations in regional centres and finally in 
March the general adult population will be 
vaccinated.

People who choose not to be vaccinated 
immediately will get other opportunities later, 
Green said.

The general population can expect to have 
the opportunity to be vaccinated starting in 
March.

A total of 51,600 doses of Moderna are 
expected in five shipments from the federal 
government, said chief public health officer 
Dr. Kami Kandola, who spoke alongside 
Green.

Following the first shipment on Dec. 28, 
a second shipment of 7,200 doses is expected 
next week, with three more anticipated until 
mid-March.

"The overarching goal of the immunity 
for our communities ... is to provide a safe, 
effective vaccine against Covid-19 to 75 per 
cent of the territory's eligible population 18 
years and older," Department of Health and 

Social Services spokesperson Damien Healy 
said in a news release.

The Moderna vaccine, which has been 
selected as the most appropriate for the three 
territories, will be available free of charge to 
eligible residents of 18 years of age and older.

The vaccine isn't recommended for 
some populations, including people who are 
immunosuppressed due to disease or treat-
ment, individuals with an autoimmune condi-
tion, pregnant or breastfeeding women and 
individuals under 18 years of age.

Moderna is a two-dose vaccine that is 
administered at least 28 days (about four 
weeks) apart. Receiving the second dose is 
essential to achieve the vaccine's full efficacy. 
The highest level of immunity is expected 14 
days after the second dose of the vaccine.

"We have begun a vaccination plan that is 
one of the most complex health care efforts 
the GNWT has ever had to complete," said 
Premier Caroline Cochrane. "A collaborative 
and coordinated approach across all levels of 
government plays a vital role in our efforts 
to effectively deliver vaccine doses across 
the NWT. I am confident in our health care 
professionals to deliver the vaccine to 33 com-
munities successfully."

Kandola cautioned that lifting the Emer-
ging Wisely restrictions will take time.

"The vaccine has only been approved as 
a measure to prevent illness. There is not 

yet enough data to know whether it prevents 
transmission. This will become clear with 
continuing research," she said.

The NWT has been in Phase Two of 
the restrictions since June. Emerging Wisely 
states that restrictions can be lifted once a 
vaccine is approved and produced.

"I want to be open about the fact that we 
still have some time to go before we will be 
in the position to lift all public health restric-
tions," Kandola said.

It will take several months for all of the 
eligible population in the NWT and across 
Canada to be vaccinated and transmission 
rates will have to drop significantly before 
isolation and travel restrictions can be elimin-
ated.

"As vaccinations rise across the coun-
try and in our territory and we bend the 
second wave, we can look forward to easing 
restrictions in 2021. The first restrictions 
eased would likely be measures within the 
NWT, like gathering limits, for example. 
More targeted and permissive self-isolation 
protocols, and travel restrictions may also be 
considered."

Kandola explained that because Yukon 
and Nunavut are also aiming to vaccinate 75 
per cent of their eligible populations with the 
initial allotments of Moderna, easing travel 
restrictions into the neighbouring territories 
would be the first consideration.

Did we get it wrong?
News/North is committed to getting facts and 

names right. With that goes a commitment to 
acknowledge mistakes and run corrections. If you 
spot an error in News/North, call (867) 873-4031 
and ask to speak to an editor, or email editorial@
nnsl.com. We'll get a correction or clarification in as 
soon as we can.

Vaccinations begin in Behchoko adn YK at the end of 2020

GNWT marches forward with 
Covid-19 vaccination schedule

GNWT image

A Moderna vaccine nearly ready to be administered. Vaccinations started 
in Yellowknife on Dec. 31.
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Issues with Covid Secretariat 
8-1-1 phone line persist

NWT
If NWT residents are on hold with the 

Covid Secretariat 8-1-1 phone line for longer 
than five minutes, they should hang up 
and call again, Kami Kandola, chief public 
health officer, tweeted on Jan. 7. 

Technical issues with the Covid Secre-
tariat 8-1-1 phone line were first reported 
on Jan. 6.

"The system is putting some callers on 
hold when there isn't a queue," Kandola 
explained in a short statement on twitter. 

The 8-1-1 service is staffed from 8 a.m. to 
8 p.m. to answer questions about Covid-19, 
determine if an individual should arrange 
testing, field complaints of individuals not 
following public health orders and provide 
information for additional resources. 

Callers outside the NWT can reach the 
service at 1-833-378-8297.

– Natalie Pressman

NWT returns to zero active
 cases of Covid-19

NWT
The NWT has zero active cases of Covid-

19 as of Dec. 31, according to the Covid 
Dashboard.

All 24 of the NWT's confirmed cases 
have recovered and 14 days have passed 
since the most recent case was confirmed in 
an individual in Fort Smith on Dec. 17.

A total of 9,693 Covid tests have been 
conducted and 24 tests are pending.

There have been no Covid-19 deaths 
recorded in the NWT.

The return to no active cases comes as 
health authorities prepare to begin vaccina-
tions of Elders and their support staff, who 
are among those at highest risk of Covid 
infection.

– Blair McBride 

Nominations sought for
Wise Women Awards

NWT
Nominations are being requested for the 

2020 Wise Women Awards.
The awards are presented annually by the 

Status of Women Council of the NWT.
The nomination deadline is noon on Jan. 

20.
The awards will be presented on March 

8, which is International Women's Day.
The Status of Women Council of the 

NWT created the Wise Women Awards 
in 1992 to recognize and celebrate strong 
women who are helping their communities. 
Since then, 126 women have been recog-
nized.

– Paul Bickford

New languages commissioner 
moves office to Fort Smith

Thebacha/Fort Smith
Brenda Gauthier of Fort Smith has been 

named the new official languages commis-
sioner of the NWT.

The appointment was announced on Dec. 
11 by the Speaker of the legislative assem-
bly, on the recommendation of the GNWT's 
Board of Management.

Gauthier's appointment becomes effect-
ive Jan. 11. She will be relocating the Office 
of the Official Languages Commissioner 
from Yellowknife to Fort Smith.

The official languages commissioner is 
legislated by the Official Languages Act.

– Paul Bickford

by Blair McBride  
Northern News Services

NWT

news

High priority residents are:
Those with chronic medical conditions, frontline health-care workers, resident work-
ers who live in NWT but work regularly out of territory or at work camps with out-of-
territory workers and members of remote Indigenous communities where health infra-
structure is limited.

Jan. 11 to 17: Colville Lake, Wrigley, Sambaa K'e, Jean Marie River, Nahanni Butte, 
Tsiiigehtchic, Sachs Harbour, Ulukhaktok, Paulatuk, Lutsel K'e and Wekweeti. 

Jan. 18 to 24: Behchoko, Norman Wells, Fort Resolution, Fort Simpson, Fort Good 
Hope, Enterprise, Kakisa, Whati, Deline, Gamètì, Tulita, Fort Smith, Hay River, Yellow-
knife and Inuvik.

fact fIle

VAccINATION ScHeDUle

Source: GNWT
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Premier Caroline Cochrane is urging 
members of the public not to judge three 
senior officials with the GNWT who trav-
elled outside the territory during the holiday 
season.

"All three officials are following public 
health orders and are self-isolating at home 
in the NWT," she told reporters during a 
virtual news conference on Tuesday about the 
GNWT's Covid-19 vaccination strategy.

Cochrane declined to name the officials 
or state whether or not their travel plans were 
approved ahead of time.

The premier's comments followed news 

reports that several political leaders across 
Canada took international trips over the holi-
days, leading to the resignation of cabinet 
members in Ontario and Alberta amid frus-
tration from members of the public.

In the NWT,  CBC reported that dep-
uty health minister Bruce Cooper went to 
Newfoundland to spend time with relatives 
and Russell Neudorf, head of the Covid-19 
Coordinating Secretariat, travelled to Kelow-
na, B.C.

In an email to News/North, GNWT spokes-
person Trista Haugland said no member of the 
cabinet travelled outside of the NWT since the 
start of the GNWT Mandatory Leave Days, or 
"Donny Days," which began on Dec. 23.

Cochrane told reporters that while resi-

dents are discouraged from taking unneces-
sary travel, such trips aren't restricted and 
extenuating personal situations could spur 
public servants to travel outside the territory.

"I will be having 
conversations with all 
deputy ministers to 
ensure that when they're 
making decisions about 
travel, that they've 
taken into consideration 
that we all must lead 
by example. I think it's 
important to remem-
ber that nobody took 
a holiday in another 
country. And everyone 
followed the rules for 
self-isolation when they 
returned.

"We're all in this 
together and I, as the 
premier and the rest of cabinet will continue 
to show leadership on this issue by avoiding 
all non-essential travel moving forward," she 
said.

The premier stressed that the Covid-19 
health orders were followed by all officials 
who travelled outside the territory and urged 
the public not to judge them.

"The lesson to be learned is that every 
person is a person, and every person might 
have a situation that they have to go out of the 
territory for. Please don't judge your neigh-

bour, please do not penalize the people that 
have come home for Christmas. We're all in 
this together. And it's about being kind to our 
neighbours."

In an email to 
New/North, Coch-
rane acknowledged 
that frustration of 
residents over the 
officials' travels "as 
we have all been 
making sacrifices to 
protect each other.

"A number of 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n s 
would have been 
taken into account in 
arriving at a decision 
regarding southern 
travel, including 
operational require-
ments, public health 

restrictions and the personal situations and 
unusual circumstances involved in any indi-
vidual's case," she added. "No senior official 
travelling over this period required isolation 
centre public expenses to be incurred, and 
none of our important work related to the 
pandemic response and GNWT business has 
been delayed."

Health Minister Julie Green and Finance 
Minister Caroline Wawzonek posted separ-
ately on Facebook Tuesday that they had not 
travelled outside the NWT over the holidays.

by Blair McBride 
Northern News Services

NWT

Three senior bureaucrats, including Covid-19 Secretariat 
leader, left the territory for holidays

Don't judge officials who travelled 
outside NWT over holidays: Cochrane

Premier Caroline Cochrane 

news
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The NWT's Covid-19 vaccination 
program is moving ahead, with the 
162 initial doses given to members 
of high-priority groups since vac-
cinations began on Dec. 31, Health 
Minister Julie Green said Jan. 6.

The number of doses marks an 
increase over the 130 that Green said 
on Jan. 5 had been administered to 
Elders and support staff at AVENS in 
Yellowknife and at the Jimmy Eras-
mus Seniors Home in Behchoko.

The vaccinations of those individ-
uals at long-term care facilities form 
one of the priority groups who will be 
the first to receive Moderna vaccines 
in January and February, part of the 
GNWT's goal of vaccinating 75 per 
cent of the eligible population over 
the age of 18.

Priority groups in almost all com-
munities of the NWT are expected to 
be vaccinated by the end of January, 
according to a schedule posted online 
by the NWT Health and Social Servi-
ces Authority.

Chief public health officer Dr. 
Kami Kandola, who also spoke 
during the Standing Committee on 
Accountability and Oversight meet-
ing on Wednesday, said that vaccina-
tion information has been translated 
into 10 of the NWT's 11 official lan-
guages.

"A terminology workshop has 
been booked for next week to deter-
mine scientific and technological 
words that are new for Covid-19 and 
how to describe the words in Indigen-
ous languages so that the translation 
can be standardized," Kandola said.

A video explainer on the vac-
cinations is expected to be complete 
by the end of the week, with an 
additional video addressing vaccine 
Kandola, Green and territorial med-
ical director Dr. AnneMarie Pegg also 
fielded questions on the details of the 
vaccination program.

Monfwi MLA Jackson Lafferty 

asked what the plan is for the remain-
ing 25 per cent of residents not cov-
ered in the main vaccination goal, and 
for those under age 18.

Kandola responded that between 
April and June she expects the fed-
eral government will begin providing 
more vaccines made by AstraZeneca 
and Johnson and Johnson that will be 
available for remaining residents who 
wish to receive vaccines.

For youth aged 12 to 18, Kandola 
explained that Moderna is currently 
conducting a clinical trial and if that 
vaccine is just as effective then that 
age range could be included in future 
target groups.

She added that other manufactur-
ers are aiming to conduct trials for 
children younger than 12.

Lafferty then asked if individuals 
who end up not getting vaccinated or 
refuse to be vaccinated will be barred 
from public places like theatres.

Green said being vaccinated isn't 
mandatory, but some services might 
require vaccination before they can be 
accessed. While she didn't elaborate 
on that point, she later stated that no 
one will lose their jobs if they choose 
not to be vaccinated.

Yellowknife North MLA Rylund 
Johnson asked about a timeline for 
relaxing restrictions.

"I have lots of constituents who 
have tourism businesses and they 
want to know if they should have a 
summer season or not," Johnson said. 
"It affects our entire infrastructure. Is 
it safe to say that after this summer, 
after we get to 75 per cent vaccina-
tion, we can expect those restrictions 
to be lifted?"

As vaccination levels increase in 
the NWT, Kandola said, some restric-
tions can be relaxed, with more gath-
erings being possible and the territory 
"moving into a form of phase three."

The third phase of the Emerging 
Wisely plan calls for removing limits 
on outdoor gatherings, tourism activ-
ities and some adult education classes, 
though physical distancing and sani-

tization would continue.
Higher levels of vaccination 

might permit more freedom to travel 
between Yukon and Nunavut because 
that territory shares the NWT's goal 
of reaching 75 per cent immun-
ization of eligible populations. But 
travel restrictions with other prov-
inces would still be in place due if 
those jurisdictions' vaccination levels 
remain low.

"For the rest of Canada, they're not 
going to achieve herd immunity or 
significant immunization, until prob-
ably the end of 2021," Kandola said.

A key piece of science that would 
make a big difference in the ability 
to move freely is if it's found that 
the vaccines prevent transmission in 
addition to preventing illness, Kan-
dola said.

Inuvik Twin Lakes MLA Lesa 
Semmler asked why mobile vaccina-
tion teams need to be sent to the com-
munities if competent nursing teams 
already on site could just as well 
administer the vaccines.

Green responded that the deploy-
ment of vaccination teams is part of a 

"combined approach … not a drop-in, 
drop-out approach.

"While vaccination is rolling out, 
other health issues are going to con-
tinue in a lot of these communities. 
People also need to be available to 
respond to those," said Green, who 
added that the vaccination teams 
will supplement and not replace local 
nursing teams.

Great Slave MLA Katrina Nokle-
by asked if individuals with com-
promised immune systems can be 
vaccinated, considering that the 
immunity for our communities strat-
egy recommends against vaccination 
for those people.

Kandola said the National Advis-
ory Committee on Immunization 
made that recommendation only 
because not enough data is available 
yet for populations who are immuno-
compromised.

She advised that those individuals 
should discuss the vaccine with their 
doctors to learn about risks and bene-
fits before proceeding.

"If you want the vaccine and your 
physician supports it, you will get the 

vaccine," Kandola said.
Kevin O'Reilly, MLA for Frame 

Lake, asked the officials for specif-
ics on how residents can sign up for 
vaccinations and how information on 
priority groups will be identified.

Pegg responded that vaccine regis-
tration will differ among smaller and 
larger communities.

A city like Yellowknife will likely 
use an online registration system such 
as was deployed in fall 2020 for flu 
clinics, she said. Smaller commun-
ities will receive more direct com-
munication and, if necessary, vaccin-
ation teams will visit individuals in 
their homes to administer the vaccine.

The identification of priority 
groups will be publicly communi-
cated, with diabetics or people with 
renal or liver disease being included 
in those communications.

"We're relying on people to self-
identify for these, there's not going 
to be a need for validation from 
your physician. We don't want to 
overwhelm the clinics with people 
requesting letters of authorization," 
Pegg said.

MLA Rylund Johnson speaks up for tourism operators

MLAs press health officials for 
answers to vaccination questions

GNWT image

Susan Laramie, left, special adviser to Minister of Health and Social Services Julie Green 
appear before the Standing Committee on Accountability and Oversight on Jan. 7 to speak 
about the Covid-19 vaccine rollout.

Many places in this country, such as 
Ontario and Alberta, are in the middle of 
serious Covid-19 outbreaks. Health-care work-
ers and facilities are stressed to the limit and 
people are dying every day. In an effort to limit 
further virus transmission, governments in 
these places instituted severe lockdowns over 
the holidays. Most businesses are closed, visits 
between households are banned, and vacation 
travel is strongly discouraged.

At a time when families are used to coming 
together, most did not have this opportunity. 
Many I am sure made the most of a bad situa-
tion, grinning and bearing it while waiting for 
better times in a post-vaccination future.

Currently, people are rightly outraged as 
they learn that some of their senior govern-
ment officials ignored their own advice and 
proceeded to vacation in tropical destinations 
or visit family across Canada over the holidays. 
It takes a particular tone-deaf sense of entitle-
ment to do this, particularly in areas where 
there are severe Covid-19 outbreaks and associ-
ated restrictions on individual freedoms.

While it may have been bad form for a 

handful of senior GNWT officials to leave the 
territory over the holidays, it is probably not 
much to fuss about. There is no outbreak in 
this territory, and as we all know 
anyone coming back to the territory 
is faced with the daunting prospect 
of 14-day quarantine, whether they 
are some high-ranking official or 
not. Any of us can make the choice 
to leave, as long as we adhere to the 
quarantine upon our return.

Our premier issued only a very 
soft pre-holiday message recom-
mending against holiday travel, 
probably understanding that the real 
deterrent to travel is not anything 
she might say, but rather the pros-
pect of quarantine itself.

Nonetheless, one can't help be 
disappointed that some of our sen-
ior officials did not choose to lead 
by example. If this pandemic has 
demonstrated anything, it's that Covid-19 can 
be contained when everyone plays by the same 
rules and pulls in the same direction, with 

trusted and consistent leadership from elected 
and senior officials.

Look no further than our neighbours to the 
east where the community of Arviat 
has just pulled through the worst of 
an outbreak, by far the most serious 
in any of the Canadian territories. 
222 residents contracted Covid-19 
there, the last of which recovered 
last week. The community has been 
under a severe lockdown, with no 
travel in or out, no visiting between 
households, and all but the most 
essential programs and services 
shut down.

Despite these conditions, people 
came together. The community 
radio station became a lifeline of 
social contact, with residents host-
ing radio games and contests to 
keep people occupied and connect-
ed. Donations of food and supplies 

came from neighbouring communities, includ-
ing country food harvested during community 
hunts. The premier of Nunavut, himself from 

Arviat, demonstrated calm leadership while 
mobilizing government support and issuing 
regular statements outlining containment and 
recovery plans.

Arviat has nearly pulled through an out-
break that had the chance to devastate the 
community. Like most of our Northern com-
munities, Arviat has limited health infrastruc-
ture, severe overcrowding in homes, and many 
residents with elevated susceptibility to disease 
and illness. The cards were stacked against 
Arviat. But with remarkable solidarity, they 
seem to have pulled through.

I had a chat with Nunavut's minister of 
health while sitting in the Iqaluit airport some 
months ago, when there was still a NWT/
Nunavut travel bubble. He said that one posi-
tive thing that the pandemic has done is that 
it has brought us Northerners a little closer 
together again, and that in this time of need we 
need to rely on each other a little more and pull 
together in the same direction more consist-
ently. 

Let's try in 2021 to all exemplify this a little 
better.

Folks right to be outraged at GNWT travel

PANDeMIc  
Ponderer

Steve ellis is a 
longtime Northerner 

who enjoys setting nets 
and being on the land.

by Blair McBride  
Northern News Services

NWT
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The Gameti Hand Game Com-
mittee announced this week that the 
community's 2021 hand game tour-
nament is cancelled.

The event, which was set to take 
place in March, would have been 
the fourth edition of games, which 
are held every second year. Gameti 
Chief David Wedawin said since 
their launch in 2015, they have been 
steadily gaining popularity.

The decision to cancel the games 
is a result of continued Covid-19 
protection measures. In a 300-person 
community "if one citizen gets sick, 
we'll all be sick," Wedawin said.

Boris Eyakfwo has been a mem-
ber of the Gameti Hand Game Com-
mittee since their inception in 2015. 
Cancelling the tournament "was a 
difficult decision," he said, "but we 
didn't want to put the Elders at risk."

In the past, Gameti has hosted up 
to 32 teams and up to 700 people for 
the tournament. Teams from around 
the NWT as well as from Yukon and 
Alberta have travelled to Gameti to 
compete.

Wedawin describes the com-
munity "filling up" for the games. 
Maintaining proper social distan-
cing measures would not be possible 

while hosting the tournament, he 
said.

While the cancellation is a dis-
appointment, Eyakfwo said the com-
munity "has been very understand-
ing."

He said the date that the games 
will be rescheduled to is still up for 
discussion. He acknowledged that 
many are eager to see the tournament 
set for as soon as possible, but he 
noted "it would take some time" until 
Covid-19 restrictions ease.

Eyakfwo himself is as keen to set 
a date as anyone and said the trad-
itional games "are important for the 
community."

"I love the experience," he said. 
"It brings so much energy to me and 
makes me proud to be Indigenous. 
It's a very amazing feeling."

by Natalie Pressman 
Northern News Services

Gameti

Covid-19 makes it impossible to follow public health directives

Gameti Hand Game Committee 
postpones 2021 tournament

At the 2019 Gameti hand 
games, standing, from left, 
Pamela Quitte, Alan Wet-
rade, Susan Etsemba, Sar-
cee Mantla, Boris Eyakfwo, 
Travis Quitte and Janelle Nit-
siza. Jasper Eyakfwo kneels 
in front.

photo courtesy of Boris Eyakfwo
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PHOTO 
Feature

by Samantha McKay/Inuvik

Mason MacNeil holds steady as he prepares to 
throw a rock. With only one sweeper allowed on 
the ice at a time, skips have to adjust their strat-
egies to play the game.

Kailene Pettersen works to keep her rock steady 
as she focuses on sweeping, keeping up with the 
throw and regulating its speed. Players are getting 
as much ice time as the club can provide.

Tyra Bain has a poker face as she throws a rock. 
Each weekend is a playoff between teams based 
on ranking from the week before.

Alex Testart-Campbell looks down the barrel of the curling ring as she launches a rock. Every weekend, both U12 and U15 curlers come out to show off their 
skills.

Sweeping 2020 away

Youth at the Inuvik Curl-
ing Centre are rocking into 
the New Year, with the cen-
tre's One on One Curling 
Challenge kicking off Dec. 5 
and potentially continuing all 
the way into February. Played 

every Saturday, the weekend 
games are divided into two 
events, one for U15 curlers 
and the other for U12 curl-
ers. The challenge is part of 
ongoing efforts by the centre 
to draw more interest in the 
sport among Inuvik's youth.

Northern News Services

Kolsen Church has the stance down as he slides down the ice. Both U15 and U12 players complete a set 
of games each weekend.
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CommeNts aNd vieWs from News/North aNd letters to the editor

Editorial & opinions

Premier Caroline Coch-
rane at a previous press 
conference declaring 
Covid-19 cases. If she 
wishes to keep the trust 
of the people while she 
heads the Covid-19 
Coordinating Secretariat, 
her and her top advis-
ors will have to lead by 
example.
NNSL file photo

Rules for thee, 
but not for me

Top health bureaucrats taking out-of-territory vacations 
during the pandemic is a vulgar display of privilege

the Covid-19 pandemic may be 
roaring in the south, but it's hold on 
the North is waning. 

Just this past week, the Govern-
ment of the Northwest territories 
unveiled their plan to vaccinate high 
priority individuals in every com-
munity. 

over the past few weeks, health 
officials have been travelling to just 
about every community to deliver 
the first of two required doses for 
the moderna vaccine. after high-
priority individuals have received 
the spike and supplies increase, it 
will become available to the general 
public in spring, including a second 
dose for the public by late april.

Now we are sitting on the preci-
pice of the possibility of getting life 
back to normal, it's important to 
remember we are not out of the 
woods yet. the next three months 
will likely feel like a very long time. 
it is for this reason we must remain 
on guard, be cautious and diligent, 
and follow the recommendations of 
our public health officials.

it's just too bad government 
bureaucrats think they don't have 
to. 

for the past several months chief 
public health officer Kami Kandola, 
Premier Caroline Cochrane and 
health minister Julie Green have 

been telling residents to heed their 
warnings: to stay home, to avoid 
large family gatherings, to change 
how we interact, to not have family 
come visit or go elsewhere to visit 
them, to make sacrifices. they have 
extended the territorial health emer-
gency for the 21st time, citing risks 
and dangers. they even went as far 
as to discontinue the funding for 
self-isolation in hub communities 
for non-essential travel.

then on Jan. 5, Cochrane told 
the press that the public should 
not judge three senior government 
officials who left the territory for the 
holidays.

she did not name the officials or 
describe their travels but insisted 
that they did not leave the country, 
only the territory. they also appar-
ently followed health orders and 
completed isolation plans.

despite the tight-lipped approach 
by the premier, CBC has reported 
that two of the three senior officials 
who travelled were the most sen-
ior of departmental bureaucrats of 
the department of health and the 

Covid-19 Coordinating secretariat.
it isn't exactly like they left the 

country for a tropical destination 
and probably were not the only 
NWt residents who left the territory, 
but the hubris displayed by these 
bureaucrats is astounding and the 
optics couldn't be worse. of all the 
people to not follow the recommen-
dations, Bruce Cooper and russell 
Neudorf, high-level decision makers 
in all things Covid-19, should have 
known better.

Unlike most of the population of 
the North who they serve, they of all 
people would be able to afford and 
have the job security to travel and 
isolate for two weeks without con-
cern while most do not. it's a display 
of privilege that could not be more 
tone deaf.

People are dying and their fam-
ilies are unable to visit them, liveli-
hoods are being destroyed and real, 
tangible social harm is being done 
during this pandemic and yet our 
unelected GNWt officials think they 
don't need to lead by example. 

in ontario and alberta, this same 
behaviour lead to the resignation of 
multiple cabinet ministers and gar-
nered harsh words from the prime 
minister.

it is unclear how the premier will 
handle this latest gaffe, but the pub-
lic is watching.
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This year, Jean and I had to self-isolate for 
Christmas and New Year's. It wasn't bad. In 
fact, it was pretty good. Eschia (take it easy, 
eh)!

We caught up on a lot of things we had 
been putting off, we didn't have to get dressed 
to go places to celebrate, we often stayed up 
late and slept late, and we got our food deliv-
ered. Jean cooked a great Christmas meal and 
we had lots of leftovers the next few days.

We also ate a lot of trad-
itional food: fish, caribou, rabbit, 
and moose that we were lucky 
enough to accumulate. We have 
committed to keep eating this 
way instead of going to restau-
rants so much.

It wasn't without trials and 
temptations of course. We 
bought some sugar cookies, then 
somebody gave us a bunch more 
cookies, someone else gave us a 
pie, and someone gave me sev-
eral types of chocolate goodies 
including four chocolate bars. 
Jean was able to say no though.

Whoa, I had to loosen my 
belt just writing this.

Jean can't eat much sugar due 
to allergic reactions, so I started 
out feeling it was up to me to eat 
all of this stuff. Not a good idea. 
I ended up freezing half of the 
pie for later and putting most of 
the chocolates in a drawer, so I have to con-
sciously make an effort to eat it.

We also did some binge TV watching but 
we've actually kept fairly active by keeping 
our balconies clean of snow and going for a 
long walk just about every day. With the mild 
temperatures we noticed a lot of people out 
walking, snowshoeing and skiing. 

We've been redecorating, reading and lis-
tening to music, singing and dancing. We also 
have a brand-new Total Gym FIT that we will 
be putting to good use…once we get started 
hehehe.

It would have been my dad's birthday on 
Christmas Eve, and he would have been 101 
this year. Walking on the Frame Lake trail on 
his birthday reminded me of a story he told 
us.

He rode a caribou
One time, when my dad was a young man 

he was hunting with some Elders. The hunt-
ers shot a few caribou, so my dad was going 
around slitting their throats. He grabbed a 
caribou's antler and suddenly it jumped up. 

Without thinking, my dad threw 
himself on the caribou's back, "Just 
like Roy Rogers," he said. 

He said at first, he was just hang-
ing on to the antlers and trying not 
to lose his knife and to not fall off. 
But he soon realized he could steer 
the caribou by turning the antlers 
and head in the direction he wanted 
to go.

My dad rode the caribou on the 
lake, steering him left and right, 
and going in circles until finally he 
could tell the caribou was starting to 
get tired. 

So, my dad steered the caribou 
to their camp and when he got there, 
he quickly slit the caribou's throat 
and jumped off. He said the Elders 
had never seen anything like that 
and the ride was all they talked 
about that night.

Now, I don't know if this story 
was true or not – wink, wink – but this time 
in isolation has given me time to reflect on 
the past and how we are an oral people who 
tell stories as part of our culture. 

I intend to include more stories into my 
articles to make my writing more interesting. 
I realize that many of my articles may have 
been too dry since Covid-19 started because 
I was trying to pass on information to my 
readers. But it doesn't have to be dry, if I'm 
creative.

Have a great 2021. Now that we're out of 
isolation, I know we will.

editorial – opinions

WHeN 
THe 
HeART
says No
Roy erasmus Sr. is 
a certified wellness 
counsellor and coach 
who survived heart 
disease.

He jumped on the 
caribou's back

Do you make New Year's resolutions?

Susan Morash
"No. Just because it's a certain day 
you make a promise to yourself that 
usually you can't keep. So now I just 
go with the flow, and what I need to 
do I need to do."

kevin Douglas
"No, I do not. I don't really have any-
thing to make. Maybe lose a little bit 
of weight, but that's about it."

Peter Redvers
"Yes, I generally set New Year's reso-
lutions. I'm fairly goal-oriented and 
so I like to have something to kind of 
inspire and motivate me."

We asked you!
with Paul Bickford

nwtnewsnorth@nnsl.com

corin Thompson
"Yes, I do. I do that because I like to 
set goals for the year and try to stick 
to them. It helps."

Northern News Services

NNSL file photo

A Porcupine herd caribou. Columnist Roy Erasmus' father claims to have 
taken a caribou for a short ride while out hunting with his Elders.
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Friends, 'No painter I,' cried Ital-
ian artist, Michelangelo, when Pope 
Julius II first approached him about 
decorating the Vatican's Sistine 
Chapel.

When you do a full-on PhD pro-
gram of studies you also 
need some downtime. I 
started with the Indigen-
ous Phd Studies a num-
ber of years ago and just 
now, finally, am begin-
ning to work towards 
the final, dissertation, 
self-written part of it.

When not at the 
actual research work I 
have time to paint. It 
helps that my school, 
Trent University, agreed 
to accept my Arts as 
academic research. But 
being around books 
so much anyway, I am 
always reminded of 
what my cousin, George 
Barnaby would say;

"Read something 
light, when your regular work is so 
much to begin with."

Right now, besides at least a 
dozen others, I've been enjoying 
Michelangelo and the Pope's Ceil-
ing by Ross King.

The one best thing about any 

history is that it brings the human 
side of these events to life for you.

At the time of the Italian Ren-
aissance, a more humanist quality 
came into society as such. The 
birth of universities also made it 
possible for ordinary people to 

actually read.
The two main 

characters involved, 
Michelangelo and Julius 
II were both headstrong 
men, used to having 
their way.

A few years before, 
the enterprising artist 
convinced the pontiff 
that he could produce 
a total of more than 40 
life-sized statues for his 
papal tomb. The artist 
went through a total of 
almost 10 popes in his 
lifetime, and only com-
pleted a total of four of 
these in all, long after 
the latter died.

But it is in the details 
of history where all 

bears fruit!
At the time an artist was more 

considered a craftsperson who had 
to stick to a highly detailed contract 
drawn up by the patron, usually 
those with money, the church, a 
banker or wealthy family.

To begin with Julius II only 
wanted the 12 apostles on the 
basketball court-size Sistine's ceil-
ing with some popular geometric 
designs to fill in.

When the subject of Old Testa-
ment stories became the theme, 
a large group of theologists were 
assigned to the task.

Not liking what these religious 
experts had in mind, Michelangelo 
fired all of them, and even his own 
team of worksmiths brought all the 
way to Rome from his northern 
home of Firenze, Florence.

There, the artist had heard 
many lectures at the home of the 
Medici's, where important topics 
of the day made their rounds. 
Being a devout Christian he simply 
had heard all of the biblical tales 
involved.

The Creation of Adam, limitless 
possibilities, on the one hand and 
man's downfall, with the Drunken-
ness of Noah, ended up holding the 
entirety of the hundreds of gigan-
tic figures in the Sistine Chapel 
together.

For the four years the artist 
lived on bread and wine, 1508 to 
1512, not even allowing anyone 
in, to see its progress. All of this 
whilst teaching himself the art of 
painting!

All of his other work involved 

sculpting in stone.
What resulted, though, was the 

most stunning of visual displays, 
a small part to soothe my curious 

artistic soul. My sketch from one 
of the sibyl's, female prophets, is 
included here.

Mahsi, thank you.

The Divine Michelangelo!
Northern News Services

image courtesy of Antoine Mountain

The most stunning of visual displays soothed columnist 
Antoine Mountain's curious artistic soul. This is the sketch 
from one of the sibyls, female prophets, depicted in the Sis-
tine Chapel.

MOUNTAIN 
View
Antoine Mountain is a 
Dene artist and writer 
originally from Radilih 
Koe'/Fort Good hope. 
he can be reached  
at: amountainarts.com.

commentary
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Darlene Sibbeston says she had to overcome fear of failure to take the plunge

Fort Simpson's former mayor fulfills 
lifelong dream to buy local hotels

readers Write

Dear editor,
Accountability of the premier and leaders 

is the issue, not "judging" our fellow citizens 
or the level of risk created by their travel. 
The story headlined Don't judge officials 
who travelled outside NWT over holidays: 
Cochrane, I believe comes straight from 
the cynical "comms" tactic the premier has 
employed. That's not the story.

The story is an important one. The pre-
mier is evading accountability for her deci-
sion and is not being transparent. Her evasion 
is sabotage to her own recommendations and 

those of the CPHO. And that creates a public 
health risk.

If we don't demand full accounting and 
transparency now for decisions and actions, 
when will we? During and after an outbreak? 
Trust and confidence is damaged by the 
approach taken so far.

The premier, at least twice, used a con-
trived "we're all in this together" messaging 
line from her communications people. That's 
insulting, since the incident demonstrates 
the exact opposite. She is showing a lack of 
judgement on this matter, and she is manag-

ing life and death issues. My confidence in 
this leadership and their ongoing management 
of the pandemic response is shaken. How will 
the premier handle herself in a full-out crisis 
when she's fumbling this ball?

The premier must come clean, admit the 
mistake, and meaningfully reprimand her 
officials if the situations were not extenuat-
ing. 

A lot (a lot) of money, time, and effort 
went into restoring trust and confidence by 
firing a cabinet minister. A minister wasn't 
going to kill me as quickly as the virus might.

We should expect a little more time and 
effort spent in this instance assuring us that 
leadership is accountable, that we can trust 
their commitment and judgement and that 
they will take real action to a better way of 
operating.

And this sure doesn't help when it comes 
to the major issue of trust we have in our ter-
ritorial society, where Yellowknife is seen as 
a place where privilege is flaunted and power 
abused.

– James Lawrance
Somba K'e/Yellowknife

Dear editor,
Julie Green lets her deputy minister of 

health go on vacation as the Covid vaccine is 
being shipped to the NWT.

Caroline Cochrane lets the head of the 
Covid secretariat, the costly government group 
of some 150 public servants hastily hired to 
fight Covid, go on vacation as Covid rates are 
increasing across Canada.

Green now clams up when asked about 

this. Cochrane gives answers to questions from 
the media that even her children can't believe. 
Remember, we are all her children now (based 
on September 2020 remarks in the Legislature).

Both these ministers ran on a platform of 
transparency and openness in government. Can 
it be only be 13 months since we elected them? 
Do they think we have forgotten or that we are 
just plain stupid? 

As a final bit of irony and hypocrisy, Julie 

Green renewed the state of public health emer-
gency on Jan. 5. According to the release, this 
was necessary to "decisively respond to shifts" 
in the territory's health situation and "maintain 
preventative measures" as the Covid-19 pan-
demic accelerates across Canada. One might 
think we would be more responsive if our team 
"leaders" were in Yellowknife rather than in 
Kelowna or St John's.

Thank goodness we have a real leader in the 

NWT. Her name is Dr. Kami Kandola. She has 
steadfastly guided us through the pandemic. 
Has it all been popular and perfect? No. 

But she has immediately corrected any 
(minor) missteps along the way and gotten us 
firmly back on track. Those of us who have 
followed her advice have remained safe so far. 
That's leadership.

– Mike Vaydik
Somba K'e/Yellowknife

Leadership in a time of Covid-19

Premier ducking accountability on bureaucrat travel

The time was right for 
Darlene Sibbeston to pursue 
a lifelong business aspiration, 
and the Covid-19 pandemic 
was no barrier.

The Fort Simpson resident 
and village's former mayor 
started the new year with big 
plans for her new businesses, 
the Nahanni Inn and Maroda 
Motel, which 
she bought on 
Dec. 18. The 
Maroda has 
16 rooms and 
the Nahanni 
has 32, along 
with a restau-
rant, dine-in 
lounge and 
bar.

Owning the motel and inn 
was something she had want-
ed to do since she was 13, said 
Sibbeston, who has worked 
casually for the GNWT and 
also owns other properties in 
the Dehcho town.

"When I was a young girl 
in the early 1980s I walked 
by the Maroda two or three 
times a day. I was thinking 
'I would love to own that one 
day,'" she said.

"I guess I was always busi-
ness-minded. Later on when I 
started working, I didn't like 
people telling me what to do. 
I always had that vision of 
owning my own business and 
being my own boss."

About three years ago, Sib-
beston decided to pursue her 
dream and called the former 
owner of the two establish-
ments, asking to buy them.

The response she received 
after multiple calls was "no."

Things changed by sum-
mer 2020, when the pandemic 
was in full swing and the 
owner was nearing retire-

ment.
"The business wasn't doing 

as well but it was still run-
ning. I think he was probably 
here for over 20 years. He was 
ready to sell everything. We 
agreed on a price in June and 
(started) all the paperwork."

The formal handover to 
Sibbeston was initially sched-
uled for September but was 

e v e n t u a l l y 
pushed ahead 
to December. 
She declined 
to identify the 
former owner 
or how much.

Now that 
she owns the 
a c c o m m o -
dations, she 

plans to renovate many of the 
rooms, do a thorough clean-
ing and reorganize the menu 
at the Nahanni restaurant.

"We'll lower the prices for 
the restaurant," she said. "The 
biggest complaint I've heard 
was that the prices are too 
high. We've got some new 
kitchen staff and they're work-
ing to switch up the menu, 
focusing more on hearty spe-
cials, like waffles for break-
fast or big sandwiches. We 
want to be consistent. If you're 
consistent with your meals 
then people will come back."

Just weeks after taking 
over the businesses, she's still 
surprised that she took such a 
big leap during the pandemic.

"It's not an easy time. It's 
kind of scary. Sometimes I 
think, 'Wow, I just did this.' 
I've had some doubts, but I 
have to keep a positive atti-
tude. I'm looking past Covid 
at what the business can offer 
the community."

Even though Covid vac-
cinations have begun in the 

NWT, it's uncertain when 
economic normalcy might 
return, and Sibbeston has her 
eyes wide open to the chal-
lenges ahead.

She's not expecting full 
capacity at either business 
this summer, even if there is 
a significant number of NWT 
residents doing staycation 
trips.

"Maybe 50 to 60 per cent 
capacity, but that's very hope-
ful," she said. "Once I reno-
vate a majority of my rooms 
and I get a full-on advertis-
ing campaign going I think 
I can reach that. There's still 
travel in the community and 
to Fort Simpson. I'm still 
going to trust in that travel. 
I'm probably going to work 
with setting goals one year in 
advance."

She hopes that in the 

months ahead she can access 
assistance from the Depart-
ment of Industry, Tourism 
and Investment for help with 
renovations to make her new 
direction for the Nahanni and 
Maroda proceed smoothly.

When she looks back at 
the last half year of success-
ful efforts to purchase the 
businesses, Sibbeston said the 
hardest thing wasn't so much 
the workload or finances but 
it was overcoming a struggle 
in her mind.

"I really think it's just 
me. Getting over my fear of 
failure," she admitted. "I've 
got some really good staff 
who've been here for quite a 
while. They're willing to take 
the business in a great direc-
tion. With them on staff it's 
making it much easier than I 
would've thought."

with Blair McBride

Back
to business

photo courtesy of Darlene Sibbeston

Darlene Sibbeston, the new owner of the Maroda 
Motel and Nahanni Inn in Fort Simpson, plans to 
reorganize the restaurant menu in the Nahanni 
towards more consistent, hearty meals.

commentary

Northern News Services
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Around the North
if you have an item of interest from your community, call (867) 873-4031, or email: editorial@nnsl.com

Arena opens for business
Lli Goline/Norman Wells

Folks in Norman Wells now have another option open to 
them when it comes to recreation.

The Ray Persson Memorial Arena is open for the season 
with the first day of business being a public skate on Jan. 7.

The arena is open under guidelines approved by the Chief 
Public Health Officer with a maximum of 25 people allowed 
in the building at any one time, which includes no more than 
four people in a dressing room at a time. Washroom use is also 
restricted to a maximum of two people at once time.

Only skates can be rented and everyone must bring their own 
approved helmet to wear on the ice. The concession will also 
remain closed under the rules.

– James McCarthy

Jack Works takes the next step
Denver, Colorado

The junior hockey career of Yellowknife's Jack Works is 
officially over but he's moving on up into the world of collegi-
ate hockey.

Works is now a member of the University of Denver's men's 
hockey squad after joining the squad on Dec. 23; he commit-
ted to joining the team in December 2019. To do that, he was 
released by the Okotoks Oilers of the Alberta Junior Hockey 
League, the team he played with for parts of three seasons. 
Works made the decision based on the uncertainty surround-
ing the return of the AJHL's current season, which has been on 
hold since November after the second wave of Covid-19 hit the 
province.

Works leaves the Oilers with two franchise records: most 
goals in a regular season (43) and most points in a regular sea-
son (92), both set last season.

 – James McCarthy

After-school program set to roll out
Hay River 

The upcoming Friday afternoons in Hay River could be a bit 
more busier for youth in the town.

The town's recreation department is rolling out the After 
School Club and it all kicks off on Jan. 15 with a start time of 1 
p.m. It all happens in the Multi-Purpose Room with games and 
activities scheduled for the entire day. An hour of swimming in 

the Aquatic Centre is also included in each session.
Stephane Millette, the town's recreation director, said regis-

trations are open to the first 10 who sign up due to there being 
only one staff member at the present time to look after things.

The program will run through to Feb. 5.
– James McCarthy

The deadline looms
NWT

There will be territorial curling championships this year and 
the deadline for a couple of those events are a day away.

The NWT U18 Boys and Girls Championships and NWT 
Mixed Championships are both happening in Inuvik this com-
ing March but the deadline to get in on the action is tomorrow, 
Jan. 12. 

The winners from each of those events will advance to their 
respective national championships next season with the Can-
adian Mixed Curling Championship set for November of this 
year while the U18 nationals will happen in February 2022.

Both locations have yet to be finalized by Curling Canada.
– James McCarthy

New 211 charity helpline goes live
NWT

A new national, toll-free and confidential telephone service 
has been made available by United Way Canada since October, 
and organizers hope it will help residents better access non-
profit organizations.

Judy Shum, national director of 211 and community partner-
ships for United Way Canada, said this week that the number 
211 can be used by NWT residents to learn more about licensed 
non-profit charities and organizations. 

"How it works is you don't need to know about a particular 
organization or service or name or service," said Shum. "You 
may call and say, 'I'm in a situation where I'm getting evicted, 
or I need to look for child care,' but it all depends on the callers' 
needs."

The phone line has been available since October 2020 and 
is funded by the federal department of Employment and Social 
Development Canada as a tool for residents to mitigate the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

Although there is a NWT Help Line – a crisis line to help 
residents deal with emergencies – 211 is for non-emergency 
purposes.

However, 211 can help connect with the crisis line if neces-
sary, Shum said.

– Simon Whitehouse

Whooping cough in Deh Cho
Liidlii Kue/Fort Simpson

Four people in Fort Simpson were diagnosed with pertussis 
(whooping cough) in recent days.

A laboratory test confirmed pertussis in at least one individ-
ual in the cluster of four.

Pertussis is a vaccine-preventable, contagious disease of the 
lungs and airways caused by bacteria.

It can infect anyone at any age but is most dangerous for 
infants and children under 1 year of age

– Blair McBride

Health warning issued over rabid foxes
Tuktoyaktuk

Public Health officials issued a warning Dec. 31 that two 
foxes near Tuktoyaktuk have tested positive for rabies and that 
people should be mindful of their pets in the region, which 
could be potential targets for the infected animals.

"If you have been bitten scratched or in contact with a fox, 
or your dog after it was attacked you should contact the Rosie 
Ovayuak Health Centre and report the incident immediately," 
said the press statement. "Rabies in humans can be fatal. If 
your dog was attacked, please contact the ENR wildlife officer 
to report the contact.

"Getting your dogs vaccinated for rabies is an important way 
to reduce the risk for you and your community from rabies."

The press release notes the GNWT was working to get a 
qualified person to issue vaccinations in the community in 
January.

It notes anyone who uses a dog sled or otherwise is heavily 
reliant on their animals should ensure their pet's vaccinations 
are up to date, noting there have been incidents of dogs being 
attacked by foxes in the area.

Rabies is an almost-always fatal disease that is spread 
through saliva of sick animals. Affecting the brain, the disease 
kills an average of 50,000 people a year. To date, there have 
been no recorded cases of rabies in the NWT.

For more information, the GNWT has a factsheet posted on 
its website.

– Eric Bowling

Paul Bickford/NNSL photo

HaPPy New year, Hay river
he New Year's Eve fireworks display by the Town of Hay River took place directly over downtown. Because of Covid-19 and unusual ice conditions on the Hay River, 
the fireworks were moved to near the fire hall from their usual location at the ice crossing to the Hay River Reserve. As on the previous Dec. 31, only one show was 
presented at 8 p.m. by members of the Hay River Fire Department.
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Much has been written about the precarious state of perma-
frost in the Arctic, but a new interactive scientific paper maps out 
the extent of permafrost – both on the land and under the water.

Evolving out of the expertise at the Aurora Research Institute 
and Inuvialuit Innovation, Science and Climate Change, and 
funded by the United Nations Environmental Programme, the 
Coastal and Offshore Permafrost Rapid Response Study maps out 
differences between parts of the Arctic, identifies knowledge gaps 
of permafrost systems and makes numerous recommendations to 
help fill them.

"It's a community of people who have come together to do 
this assessment," Scott Dallimore of the Geological Survey of 
Canada said. "It was meant to be a circumarctic-type assessment. 
We considered the entire Beaufort coast, Alaska, Yukon, NWT 
and all aspects of Siberia. A lot of the lead researchers that were 
involved were Canadian and had worked in Inuvik, and all of us 
were basically out of the Aurora Research Institute.

"You'll find a lot of the videos on the website are also Inuvialuit 
videos. We're using material that already existed and putting it 
front and centre on the website."

Dallimore explained that the western Arctic that includes the 
Beaufort Delta is unique in the fact there was little to no glaciation 
in the area during the last Ice Age, allowing average temperatures 
of -30 C or lower to freeze the ground into permafrost. As the gla-
ciers receded back into the mountains, ocean levels rose, covering 
much of the permafrost underwater where it remains today.

However, much like the permafrost on the land the submerged 
permafrost is being thawed out by warmer temperatures. Scien-
tists are still working out the extent and rate of deterioration.

"Most people who live in the communities in the North don't 
realize the thickest permafrost accumulations in Canada are 
actually in the offshore," said Dallimore, who noted permafrost 
can be found as deep as 750 metres underground. "You see all 
these stories about coastal erosion – but really it's the study and 
examination of how the coast and the offshore are responding 
together.

"It's not just the erosion of Tuktoyaktuk, it's the landscape 
behind Tuk, and the Inuvik-Tuktoyaktuk-Highway and the vegeta-
tion response and the lakes and what they're doing, and also the 
near-shore environment where you had sea level rising and the 
coast has migrated 120 kilometres inland from where it used to be. 
There's this fascinating environment which is really understudied 
and that's what we're trying to draw attention to."

Part of the interactive paper is a crowd source map where read-
ers can add their own observations of climate change and how it 
is affecting the landscape. Dallimore said having the map would 
help people direct the researchers where to look.

Most of the recommendations revolve around where to take 
research next, but also to expand the regional capacity for science 

and engineering by establishing more coastal science projects 
and increasing investment for education of youth in the Delta to 
help Gwich'in and Inuvialuit become more involved in scientific 
research.

Links to both the report and the crowd source map can be 
found on NNSL.com.

Coastal and Offshore Permafrost Rapid Response Study  
seeks to outline gaps in knowledge and spur new research

New interactive website maps 
permafrost relationships

A new study pub-
lished in October 
shows how the 
permafrost inter-
acts with other 
aspects of geol-
ogy both above 
and below water.
photos courtesy of GRID-Arendal, 2020

news

by eric Bowling
 Northern News Services

Inuvik
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In recent months, the Danish 
government has been considering 
establishing a Canadian Ranger-style 
volunteer militia among its Inuit.

As prudent as this is, there will 
inevitably be those on this side of 
the Hans Island dispute who will 
interpret a Greenlandic version of 
the Canadian Rangers 
as proof that Canada is 
a leader and inspiration 
when it comes to Arctic 
sovereignty.

So let's take some 
time and review the Dan-
ish military presence 
in Greenland where the 
Canadian Ranger-style 
force has been proposed 
as only the latest comple-
mentary tool in an exten-
sive professional military 
toolbox employing tech-
nology and capability 
far exceeding Canada's 
efforts on land, sea and 
air.

Whereas Denmark 
views its proposed 
Ranger-style militia as 
a latent attempt to "help 
close its Arctic capability gap" 
Canada consistently views its non-
combat ballcap and hooded Rangers 
as the bulwark of Arctic sovereignty 
defensive posture. Secure in our 
naïve belief that the American 
administration and Congress will 
now and forever expend all resour-
ces needed to defend Canada, at no 
apparent cost to Canadians, there 
seems little beyond our auxiliary, 
non-combat capable Rangers to keep 
Canada secure in the Arctic.

An administrative headquarters, 
a non-combat squadron of Otter 

aircraft, a small communication sta-
tion on Ellesmere Island (CFS Alert) 
and an army reserve detachment 
in Yellowknife make up Canada's 
actual military presence in the Arc-
tic.

While also closely allied to the 
U.S and its military, the Danes 

have assumed a far more 
mature and self-respect-
ing stance on the defence 
of their Arctic territory. 
In Greenland, the Danish 
Forces maintain regular 
consistent sovereignty 
patrol presence mainly 
through an elite profes-
sional military unit called 
Siriuspatruljen (Sirius).

This unit consists of 
members of the Danish 
professional military who 
undergo a rigorous seven-
month training program 
aimed at teaching them 
how to operate in small 
teams usually by dog 
sled. Training for Sirius 
typically lasts seven 
months and includes 
a range of specialties 

from shooting, to reconnaissance, 
to advanced first aid, to sewing, all 
skills needed to patrol and survive, 
for extensive periods, in extreme 
Arctic conditions. Those who make 
it through the rigorous selection 
process can expect to be deployed in 
Greenland on sovereignty patrols for 
two years.

Nothing remotely equivalent 
to Sirius exists in Canada. Our 
Rangers have an optional training 
course lasting 10 days.

But land operations serve as only 
part of the total defence, as then-

head of the Royal Canadian Navy 
Admiral Mark Norman stated to 
Parliament in 2014 the Arctic is a 
"fundamentally maritime operating 
environment." Yet whenever Canada 
manages to complete its peren-
nially delayed Arctic Patrol vessel 
programme our ships will never be 
a match weapon-wise to Denmark's 
recently completed Arctic Patrol 
ships.

That is because Canada's Arc-
tic ships will only carry a single 
machine gun and their role will be 
"constabulary" as opposed to combat 
military.

Compare this to Denmark's Knud 
Rasmussen class of patrol ships, 
which went into operation between 

2008 and 2017. These ships carry 
an OTO Melara 76 mm main gun 
as well as two smaller 12.7 mm 
machine guns. The Danish Arctic 
ships also carry MU90 ASW tor-
pedoes and can be fitted, if neces-
sary, to carry RIM-162 Sea Sparrow 
surface to air missiles. And Den-
mark's three Arctic Patrol ships are 
only part of a modern naval building 
program that also included three Air 
Defence Frigates, two Combat Sup-
port Ships, and six smaller coastal 
patrol vessels all launched over the 
last 15 years.

Canada, meanwhile, plans to 
replace our sole fleet 25 to 30 year 
old Halifax frigates hopefully by – 
are you ready – 2040!

And what can I say about the 
Royal Canadian Air Force other 
than the fact that, while Canada pur-
chases old, used F-18 fighter aircraft 
from Australia, Denmark is in the 
process of acquiring 27 new F-35 
fighter jets, the same jet Canada still 
can't decide if and when it will ever 
purchase.

And with all the above capabil-
ities in place, the Danes are also 
thinking of adding a Canadian-style 
Ranger force to complement its 
modern, professional military.

So, when it comes to total 
defence of it's Arctic territory, 
should tiny, social-democratic Den-
mark look up or down on on Can-
ada? You decide.

Denmark ahead of Canada in both Arctic 
defence capability and military technology

Photo courtesy of LS Peter Frew, Formation Imaging Services Halifax HS2015-0838-L034-001

Danish HDMS PETER WILLEMOES, left, and her Majesty's Canadian Ship WINNIPEG, right, sail 
during Exercise JOINTEX 15 as part of Trident Juncture 15 on October 24, 2015.

commentary

GUeST  
Comment

Robert Smol holds a 
Master of Arts in War 

Studies from the Royal 
Military College of 

Canada and served in 
the Canadian Armed 
Forces for 20 years, 
retiring as a Captain 

in the Intelligence 
Branch.  
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Paul Delorey, a former MLA, avid competitive curler and 
dedicated community volunteer, died on Jan. 1 at the age of 71.

A wave of tributes from residents of Hay River and beyond 
washed in.

Delorey was first elected MLA for Hay River North in 1999, 
and was re-elected twice. In 2004, he was chosen by other MLAs 
to become the Speaker of the legislative assembly.

His time as MLA ended in 2011 when he did not seek re-
election.

Delorey was born in Nova Scotia in 1949, and first came to 
Hay River in 1968. Three years later, he permanently moved to 
the community, where he worked as a train conductor before 
entering territorial politics.

Among those offering praise for his numerous contributions 
to the community was Keith Dohey, president of the Hay River 
Curling Club.

"Paul was a cornerstone of our club," Dohey stated in a Face-
book tribute on Jan. 2. "His contributions and dedication to our 
organization are legendary. He served on our executive in vary-
ing capacities for over 40 years, helping to ensure the success of 
the club and growing the sport of curling in our community and 
the North."

As a competitor, Delorey played in numerous territorial, 
national and even international curling events over the years, 
including mixed, masters, club and 55+ championships. In 2016, 
his mixed team won gold at the Canada 55+ Games.

As a coach, he helped guide other curlers at many events, 
including the Arctic Winter Games, the Canada Winter Games, 
Junior Nationals, Under-18 championships and even the Scotties 

Tournament of Hearts in 2002.
In recognition of his contributions to curling, Delorey was 

selected to be a member of the Governor General's Curling Club, 
a prestigious group with just 100 honorary members.

"He leaves behind a legacy that will last forever and shoes 
that can never be filled," said Dohey." "Our club and our sport 
are where they are today in large part because of Paul's tireless 
efforts, we owe him a debt of gratitude for his contributions and 
will do our best to continue down the path he paved for us."

In comments to News/North, Dohey noted Delorey was also 
involved in many other areas of the community, whether it be his 
time in politics or working for the railway or his contributions to 
the Knights of Columbus, during which he helped found a major 
fundraiser called Lobsterfest.

Dohey said Delorey was "dedicated" to Hay River.
Delorey was named Hay River's Citizen of the Year in 2019, 

particularly for his contributions as MLA and as a curler and 
coach.

"I couldn't be happier to be a member of this community," 
Delorey said as he accepted the honour from the Town of Hay 
River.

And he expressed that the future of Hay River was important 
to him, particularly that the community's children grow up in a 
good environment.

"That's what it's all been about for me," he said.
Delorey was introduced as Citizen of the Year by Glenn 

Smith, a long-time friend and a teammate at several national 
curling tournaments.

"What he has contributed to the community and the North-
west Territories and to curling, it just speaks volumes to the type 
of person that he was," said Smith of Delorey's passing, adding 
the Delorey name is symbolic of curling in the NWT and beyond.

Smith, who is a director with the curling club and also the 
senior administrative officer with the Town of Hay River, noted 
Delorey continued curling at a competitive level into his latter 
years.

Smith described Delorey as a community builder and a friend 
to all, and someone who was involved in many aspects of Hay 
River, from serving as MLA to working for his church to even 
having the idea of a Chase the Ace fundraiser to help the curling 
club.

"He should be a role model for all community citizens to see 
what he's given to all these things," Smith said.

Delorey, who also previously served as head icemaker for the 
curling rink, was once first runner-up as volunteer of the year for 
the whole country with the Canadian Curling Association.

The NWT Curling Association said Delorey will be sorely 
missed.

"Paul was a fierce competitor at many territorial and national 
championships, and he coached many young athletes, including 
his children," the association noted in a Facebook post, which 
also recognized Delorey for his "passion" for the sport.

Jane Groenewegen, the former MLA for Hay River South, 
served in the legislative assembly with Delorey for 12 years.

"He was certainly a very hard worker on behalf of his con-
stituents," she said, noting he was also very well-liked and well-
respected by other MLAs. 

She added that, as Speaker of the legislative assembly, 
Delorey also represented the NWT on the national stage many 
times.

Delorey was Speaker from 2004 to 2011.
"I believe that as a representative of his constituents in the 

legislative assembly, he made Hay River very, very proud," said 
Groenewegen.

In the capital or at the curling rink, former MLA and
tireless volunteer Paul Delorey was a star in the house

Coming home with the hammer

NNSL file photos

Paul Delorey was known for his love of curling. he set up an outdoor curling sheet on the hay River in February 2017 for Winter Celebration. That was during a 
time when there was no indoor curling rink in hay River as the community centre was being rebuilt. he died New Years Day at age 71.

by Paul Bickford
 Northern News Services

Hay River

SportS hotline • JameS mccarthy
phone: (867) 873-4031 • email: sports@nnsl.com • Fax: (867) 873-8507

Sports & recreation
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One of my joys dur-
ing this pandemic crap has 
been seeing all of these 
Lockdowns-For-Thee-But-
Not-For-Me politicians and 
bureaucrats get caught with 
their pants down. 

You know, the same 
people who preach to us 
about staying at home to 
stop the spread, to make 
those sacrifices during these 
difficult/unprecedented/
strange/weird times, to avoid 
travelling 
because it will 
save lives, to 
wear a mask 
because it 
shows you 
care. Shut up, 
the lot of you. 
Every single 
one of these walking contra-
dictions needs to be named 
and shamed whenever they 
get busted and when they 
do, I get a right good laugh. 
I have no sympathy for them 
whatsoever. They can stuff 
their excuses. Small business 
owners and the working class 
are losing their livelihoods 
but I can guarantee you not 
one of these hypocrites has 
lost a paycheque while all 
this stuff has been going on. 
A pox on every single one 
of you.

Anyway:

What an impressive 
(and phony) streak 

There have been some 
great winning streaks in the 
history of sport. UCLA's 
men's basketball team won 
88 straight under the tutelage 
of the great John Wooden, 
the University of Connecti-
cut's women's hoops squad 
won 111 consecutive contests 
and the University of North 

Carolina's women's soccer 
team were victorious in 103 
straight, which included nine 
straight national champion-
ships along the way.

Those are legitimate 
streaks which ended with 
success in championship 
games. The key word there 
is "championship" because 
there was one streak which 
everyone lauded before it 
came to an end at the World 
Junior Hockey Championship 
in Edmonton on Dec. 30.

And it was 
as phony as it 
was impres-
sive.

Sweden's 
54-game win-
ning streak 
in the round-
robin portion 

of the annual U20 hockey 
tournament or as we call it 
in Canada, the only hockey 
tournament that matters, 
came to an end courtesy of 
a 3-2 overtime loss to Russia 
on New Year's Eve Eve. This 
amazing run of success in 
non-medal competition start-
ed in 2006 and continued for 
15 years.

How impressive it was 
… winning all those games 
before the playoffs and com-
ing up short every single 
time when the rent was due 
save for 2012. That's right – 
Sweden has only been to the 
top of the mountain in this 
tournament once since their 
phony winning streak began.

TSN doing a segment on 
how great it was only added 
to the joke that the streak 
was. All it proved was how 
great Sweden is before elim-
ination time. It's a seemingly 
annual exercise watching 
this outfit choke every single 
time they hit the playoff 

round and I get a kick out 
of it. Sure, they're favour-
ites every year but would I 
ever pick them to win gold? 
Exactly.

They didn't win gold this 
year, either … hell, they 
didn't even win a medal. 
What a great streak it was, 
right? Thankfully, Russia 
did us all a favour by beat-
ing them in the round-robin 
so we can go back to talking 
about Sweden will choke 
again in 2022.

Speaking of gold medals:

Yes, the Americans  
were better

Canada had to swallow 
that bitter pill on Jan. 5 when 
they lost the gold medal con-
test to the U.S. by a score of 
2-0. Yeah, it sucked but it's 
not like the Americans got 
lucky. They were the better 
team that night, even if you 
don't want to admit it.

Canada gave up the first 
goal of the game and it was 
the first time they had trailed 
at any point during the entire 
tournament. They showed 
flashes of intensity but the 
Americans shut them down 
as well as any team could 
have. In short, we got beat by 
a team which came prepared.

Travis Zegras of the U.S. 
said it best when he com-
mented after the game about 
how Canada hadn't faced a 
real test from a real team. 
He's wasn't wrong, you know. 
You can call it bragging, 
cockiness … whatever you 
like. But the Americans went 
out and did the business.

It looked an awful lot 
like the opening game of 
the 1972 Summit Series 
when Canada (Team NHL, 
for full context) took on the 
Soviet Union. Game one in 

Montreal saw the Canadians 
absolutely run the Soviets 
out of the Montreal Forum in 
the first seven or so minutes 
but once the Soviets settled 
down, they were the ones 
doing the running.

That's how the gold medal 
game began: Canada was all 
over the Americans in the 
first half of the first period 
but the Americans weath-
ered the onslaught and when 
they pocketed the opening 
goal, you could sense the 
tide beginning to turn. My 
wife did and, for reasons still 
unknown to humanity, she 
correctly predicted that Can-
ada would fall short. 

It stings, like every other 
time we haven't won gold, 
but there's always next year. 
And make sure there's a bar-

rel with the American team 
logo on it. Go look up that 
reference.

And finally …
Good Idea: Giving Covid-

19 vaccinations to those who 
need it the most.

Bad Idea: Giving Covid-
19 vaccinations to Olympic 
athletes so they can jump the 
line.

Leave it to the Inter-
national Olympic Committee 
to do/say something stupid at 
exactly the wrong time.

Dick Pound, who's been 
with the IOC for about 20 
years too many, actually sug-
gested on Jan. 6 that Olym-
pians should be able to get 
vaccinated in order to protect 
the integrity of the Summer 
Olympics in Tokyo.

I could go on about how 
stupid a suggestion this 
really is but let's just say it's 
plain stupid. I'm certain mil-
lions of other people such 
as the elderly, those with 
respiratory issues, those with 
immunodeficiencies (just 
spitballing on those) would 
take priority but no, let's give 
it to athletes so they can run 
around in a billionaires' play-
ground. Prolonging some-
one's life? That's crazy talk.

I wonder, though: do you 
think this could be a ploy to 
allow athletes to get some 
designer steroids? Don't dis-
count that conspiracy theory 
and don't think the Russians 
wouldn't latch onto this 
suggestion by Pound. Isn't 
Covid-19 fun?

Until next time, folks …

One of the phoniest winning streaks 
in sports is gone … thanks, Russia

Basile Morin photo/Wikimedia Commons

The Summer Olympics are supposed to take place in Tokyo, Japan this year in 
after being postponed in 2020, but that looks highly doubtful considering the 
global pandemic.

SportS Card
Curling

John Voudrach

John Voudrach prepares to let his rock 
fly at the One on One Curling Challenge. 
It kicked off Dec. 5 and continues into 
February.

Northern News Services

SPORTS 
Talk

with James McCarthy

photo courtesy of Wikimedia Commons

Dick Pound of the International Olympic Committee thinks Olympic athletes 
should get priority for any Covid-19 vaccine over those who need it for such silly 
things as prolonging life.
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