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Too early to plan for 
summer travel: Kandola

"We have come a long way. Today we teach our young ones that the opportunity to rewrite the 
future is now."

– Dene National Chief Norman Yakeleya reflects on his residential school experience at the start of a new year, page 13.

Back to 
business 
with Snare 
Lake Lodge

Inuvik man 
breaks 
world 
record

Vax arrives 
in Wekweeti

Blair McBride/NNSL photo

"I was praying the vaccine would come to Wekweeti," said Mary-Adele 
Tsatchia, left, after Lianne Mantla, a nurse from Behchoko gave Tsatchia her 
jab in Wekweeti on Jan. 13.

Still too many unknowns around virus transmission even after vaccination
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Using art to 
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to butt-out

Digital NWT 
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to give 
feedback
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When it comes to substance use, many 
of us may have grown up with the mantra of 
"just say no."

One NWT group, however, is taking a 
more interactive approach to help NWT 
youth build skills and confidence to make 
informed decisions. 

"A lot of things that are expressed from 
youth, is that there's just not very much to 
do," Nancy MacNeill said on why some 
young people turn to drug and alcohol use. 

"I find it really useful to offer kids a few 
different options," she said. "It's like, OK, 
here's something that you can do. You can do 
it here and learn about it with us at school, 
and then you can go home, and start mak-
ing your own movies or designing your own 
beats and that kind of thing."

MacNeill is a facilitator with the Dope 

Experience, an arts-based health program 
that delivers workshops educating partici-
pants on smoking, drinking, drug use and 
mental health.  

Launched in November 2019, the pro-
gram received $1.8 million in funding over 
three years.

Over a year later, what began as a way of 
educating youth on cannabis use has grown 
into a more holistic, hands-on discussion on 
substance use and personal wellness.  

Before the pandemic hit, the Dope Experi-
ence was taking its workshops across the ter-
ritory to Inuvik, Aklavik, Fort Simpson, Fort 
Liard, and elsewhere. While travel within 
the territory is not prohibited, the program 
team decided to slow their travel plans to 
curb any fears of spreading Covid between 
communities. 

If NWT communities wanted the Dope 
Experience to pay a visit, however, organ-
izer Alana Kronstal said the team would be 

happy to start that discussion. 
In recent months, the Dope Experience 

has been offering online modules through its 
media channels, working with the Yellow-
knife Women's Society's Spruce Bough shel-
ter at the former Arnica hotel to deliver 
weekly programming for Yellowknifers. The 
group is also in the process of creating a sub-
stance use and wellness focused magazine. 

In targeting youth, Kronstal said among 
the feedback they've heard is that students 
will relay information learned to other 
members of their household and become 
a "powerful influence on the rest of their 
family.

"In a couple of instances there were youth 
who told us that they and their family had 
made plans for reducing their substance 
use based on what the workshop had taught 
them," Kronstal said. 

"When we reach them in creative and 
interesting ways with information, they're 
often really eager to share with everyone else 
in their circle."

MacNeill admits that with programs like 
these, it can be challenging to gage results. 
The Dope Experience, and other wellness 
based workshops, aim for results over the 
long-term. Still, MacNeill said, "good con-
versations and good engagement," are indica-
tors that participants are listening.  

The workshops themselves are directed 
in large part by participants, which MacNeill 
said is an advantage of arts-centred program-
ming. Whether attendees want to make a 
play, a song, a stop-motion video or anything 
else on the subject is up to them – "there's no 
way to be wrong with art," MacNeill said. 

"The main thing that we want people to 
leave with is a sense of feeling good and feel-
ing able to make their own healthy choices," 
she said. "When somebody tells you, 'I 
learned this today,' then you know that that's 
the message that they're taking home."

Did we get it wrong?
News/North is committed to getting facts and 

names right. With that goes a commitment to 
acknowledge mistakes and run corrections. If you 
spot an error in News/North, call (867) 873-4031 
and ask to speak to an editor, or email editorial@
nnsl.com. We'll get a correction or clarification in as 
soon as we can.

Workshops can include songs, plays and  
videos with powerful messages on health

The Dope Experience delivers art-
based workshops on substance use

Students set up their 
'Tiny Town' performance 
for a Dope Experience 
workshop at Jean Wet-
rade School in Gamètì.

photos courtesy of The Dope Experience

The cinematographer, sound recordist, and music department at work in 
the Woodshop Studio at a workshop in Tuktoyaktuk.

NeWs
Briefs

New ITI funding to help NWT 
businesses get financials in order

NWT
NWT entrepreneurs can now apply to the 

Department of Industry, Tourism and Investment 
(ITI) for support on bookkeeping. 

In a press release Wednesday, ITI spokes-
person Drew Williams announced that the Sup-
port of Entrepreneurs and Economic Develop-
ment (SEED) Program, will grant up to $7,500 
for businesses that require assistance with book-
keeping or financial statements to advance eco-
nomic recovery.

A total of $400,000 of funding is available 
for the initiative. The department advised that 
the program will remain in effect until March 31, 
2021 or until all of the allocated funding is spent. 
Businesses who have already received federal 
assistance for professional bookkeeping services 
are not eligible. 

– Natalie Pressman

Whooping cough outbreak  
in Dehcho region

Dehcho
Seven cases of pertussis – or whooping 

cough – have been identified in two communities 
the Dehcho region and an outbreak has been 
declared, a spokesperson for the Office Chief 
Public Health Officer (OCPHO) announced Jan. 
13.

The OCPHO sent a media advisory on Jan. 
13 stating that cases have been found in Fort 
Simpson and Jean Marie River.

On Jan. 4, an advisory was issued by the 
OCPHO stating that there were four cases in 
Fort Simpson.

According to the department, pertussis is 
a vaccine-preventable disease that affects the 
lungs and respiratory tract and is particularly 
dangerous to infants who are less than one year 
of age. The advisory states that vaccination is 
the best way to protect loved ones from pertussis 
spreading.

The advisory recommends that pregnant 
women get a pertussis-containing vaccine 
between  27 and 32 weeks of their pregnancy, 
"regardless of their last dose."

– Simon Whitehouse

RCMP investigate sudden  
death in Fort Smith

Thebecha/Fort Smith
Police are investigating a sudden death in 

Fort Smith.
Officers responded to a call for service 

regarding a sudden death in a residence in the 
South Slave town at approximately 5:45 a.m. Jan. 
10. Upon attending the residence, RCMP found 
a 47 year old female, unresponsive. Fort Smith 
EMS were in attendance.

RCMP are investigating, with the assistance 
of the NWT Coroner Service. There are no 
public safety concerns at this time, according 
to police.

– Craig Gilbert

Wastewater sampling shows  
likely Covid-19 case

Hay River
The Office of the Chief Public Health Offi-

cer (OCPHO) believes it to be likely that an 
undetected case of Covid-19 exists in the Hay 
River area after results from the most recent 
wastewater sampling were completed.

The OCPHO issued a news release on stating 
that between Jan. 1 and 6, there was as signal 
spotted from testing in either the town or in 
K'atlo'deeche First Nation (KFN).

Anyone who was in Hay River or KFN 
between Jan. 1 and 6 at any stage of self-isolation 
is being asked to be tested as soon as possible.

– Simon Whitehouse

by Natalie Pressman 
Northern News Services

NWT

national non-smoking week

Active cases: 0
Confirmed cases: 24
Recovered cases: 24
Completed tests: 10,495
Negative tests: 10,459
Pending tests: 62

Days since first confirmed case: 301
Days since last confirmed case: 29
Common symptoms: Fever, (60 per cent), muscle 
aches or pain (53 per cent), cough (53 per cent), 
sore throat (33 per cent), diharrhea (13 per cent), 
difficulty breathing (seven per cent)

fact fIle
NWT cOVID-19 SITUATION AS Of JAN. 14

Source: Office of the Chief Public Health Officer

Scan for the
latest GNWT

Covid-19 statistics
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Don't book summer trips to other parts 
of Canada just yet, chief public health 
officer Dr. Kami Kandola said on Jan. 13.

Despite the roll out of Covid-19 vac-
cines moving along across Canada, espe-
cially in the NWT, Nunavut and Yukon, 
it's too early to make solid plans for travel 
to and from southern jurisdictions, she 
explained.

"Wait until we get more data (about the 
vaccines). Wait over the next few months. 
Don't book airplane tickets," she advised. 
"Also, unfortunately, we don't know when 
the vaccine will roll out to the general 
population in Ontario (and other prov-
inces). They may not get their doses until 
September. We don't know yet."

Speaking just minutes before she 
received her first dose of Moderna in 
Wekweeti during that community's vac-
cine campaign on Wednesday, Kandola 
said that the main unknown with the 
vaccines is the type of protection it gives 
people.

"We know that getting the vaccine pre-
vents that person from developing severe 
Covid disease. Some information we still 
need to know is can people who are vac-
cinated still transmit Covid? 

"If the science and the studies show 
no, they don't transmit Covid, it does 
change the isolation pattern for people 

who are vaccinated, because then they're 
not at risk of getting the disease them-
selves but they're not at risk of spreading 
it, and they're protected. So it's going to 
be a different scenario for those particular 
people."

People should also consider that they'll 
need at least six weeks until they reach 
peak immunity to Covid-19, Kandola 
noted.

After the first required dose of Mod-
erna, people receive the second dose 28 
days later. Two more weeks need to pass 
until the vaccine becomes fully effective.

Her comments come just a week after 
she told MLAs in a standing committee 
meeting that fully vaccinated travellers 
who are demonstrably not transmitting 
Covid might be able to undergo self-mon-
itoring and confirmatory tests instead of 
self-isolation.

"I'm hoping in six weeks that question 
can be answered through science and 
through the monitoring surveillance," she 
said.

The vaccination campaign in the 
NWT was in its second full week dur-
ing Jan. 10 to 17, with 20 communities 
having been visited by vaccination teams 
since immunizations began for Elders in 
Yellowknife and Behchoko on Dec. 31.

At least 512 Moderna doses have been 
administered to NWT residents since 
Dec. 31, according to the GNWT's Covid-
19 dashboard.

by Blair McBride 
Northern News Services

NWT

More research needed on how/if the vaccine prevents  
spread of Covid-19 before decisions can be made 

Too early to book summer travel outside 
NWT, receive visitors, Kandola says

Blair McBride/NNSL photo

Teresa Patzer, left, gives chief public health officer Dr. Kami Kandola a shot of the 
Moderna vaccine in the Youth Centre in Wekweeti on Jan. 13.

news
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People in Wekweeti are 
beginning to see light at the 
end of the tunnel following 
the arrival of Covid-19 vac-
cine on Jan. 13.

As a remote community 
located 195 kilometres north 
of Yellowknife and access-
ible only by winter road or 
airplane, Wekweeti's 130 resi-
dents must travel for most 
essential services. Vaccina-
tions will give them more 
security on those trips.

"(We) travel so much for 
any of our necessities, like for 
essential services, for dental, 
for medical, for counselling, 
for certain (kinds of) shop-
ping that they need to do. 
They have to go to Yellow-
knife. (With Covid) they're 
at high risk when they go to 
Yellowknife. It would be nice 
to see that the community can 
be safe (with the vaccine)," 
said Melizia "Zia" Costa, 
operations manager with the 
Tlicho Community Services 
Agency (TCSA).

The rhythms of daily life 
have been slowly moving 
closer to normalcy in Wek-
weeti from the low point in 
April, when the flight sched-
ule to the community was 
reduced due to the pandemic 
and the Snare Lake Lodge – 
the only accommodations in 
town – restricted guests to 
essential personnel.

In the summer, flights 
went back to their regular 
frequency of six days a week. 
Business has almost returned 
to normal at the five-room 
lodge, which Costa manages 
along with Wekweeti's only 
store Hozila Naedik'e.

"We no 
longer restrict 
anybody (at 
the lodge). 
We have 
guests every 
week. This 
week, we 
have four or 
five. We have 
two guests 
who are here for two months 
while they do the wilderness 
training program. Next week, 
we have the doctor booked 
in, we have TCSA officials. 
Northland Utilities will be 
coming up for a week to fin-
ish fixing the power plant and 
then a crew will be here for 
six weeks working on the ice 
roads," Costa explained.

Activity at the store has 
been steady. It ticked up 
over the holidays when the 
Tlicho Government ordered 
almost $20,000 worth of 
food hampers for Christmas. 
Every household in Wekweeti 
received a hamper, Costa said.

As a fly-in commun-

ity, Wekweeti can also take 
advantage of a relatively high 
subsidy rate on food through 
Nutrition North.

"We actually have a $4.30 
per kg subsidy. It makes a 
huge difference," she said.

Dollars and cents aside, 
the store became a "pub-

lic bulletin 
board" for the 
c om mu n i t y 
as well, serv-
ing as a hub 
where people 
could hear the 
latest news 
on the Covid 
pandemic.

"A lot of people here still 
don't have internet, so I had 
access to a lot more resources. 
I was able to provide the com-
munity with as much infor-
mation as possible as to what 
was happening," Costa said.

While the vaccinations 
offer hope for a return to nor-
malcy, Costa said the slow-
ing down of life during the 
pandemic has had its benefits. 
There have been more family 
gatherings, and, in the sum-
mer, there were more pic-
nics and swimming outings 
at Third Beach, along Snare 
Lake, just east of the com-
munity.

"I think we started to real-

ly see how lucky we were 
being isolated, that we were 
able to continue to function 
and get together. We had the 
land at our fingertips. I think 
a lot of people got back to 
some of their roots, going out 
to the cabin, doing a lot more 
fishing and, I think, getting to 
know each other a lot better."

But Costa still has her eyes 
firmly on the light at the end 
of the tunnel. She's most eager 
to see a return to more youth 
activities, which have been 
disrupted or scaled back amid 
the pandemic.

Fewer counsellors from 
the TCSA have come to pro-
vide programming for youth 
at Alexis Arrowmaker School 
over the last 10 months and 
young people are waiting 
for visitors from the North-
ern Youth Abroad and Dope 
Experience initiatives to 
come back.

"We're still waiting for that 
full clearance. To me, the kids 
are the future of Wekweeti," 
she said. "There's so little for 
the kids to do here. (But) all 
of the activities coming in 
keeps the kids busy. It really 
gets rid of the depression, it 
breaks the cycle of addictions, 
it breaks the cycle of all the 
problems and it keeps them 
happy."

Northern News Services
Wekweeti

It's 130 residents must travel for most essential services

Vaccinations offer hope  
for normalcy in Wekweeti

Blair McBride/NNSL photo

Business has almost returned to normal at Snare Lake Lodge, where guests 
are no longer restricted to essential personnel, said manager Melizia Costa.

Blair McBride/NNSL photo

Wekweeti's only store Hozila Naedik'e has become 
something akin to a public bulletin board on the 
Covid situation. 

business

with Blair McBride

Back
to business



6  NEWS/NORTH NWT, Monday, January 18, 2021

Some fresh DNA has been concocted in the 
Beaufort Delta.

Specifically, the Delta North Alliance 
(DNA) – a newly formed contacting company 
established by both the Inuvialuit Development 
Corporation and the Gwich'in Development 
Corporation – is hoping to build on and expand 
capacity to keep jobs in the area.

"We put our teams together," said IRC dir-
ector of business development Denny Rodgers. 
"We have a construction company. We have an 
engineering firm.  We have the capacity.

"Not only is this going great for our region, 
it's also going to save the GNWT money. 
There's no reason why we can't do it more 
efficiently than a company coming up from the 
south. We're using locals, so we have employ-
ees that live here. In the bigger projects you'll 
have to fly in some specialty guys, but the guts 
of the work can be done here locally.

"It was surprisingly smooth. Everybody 
wanted this."

Noting the new company has been in the 
works since 2018, Rodgers said the corporation 
was already set to build three duplexes for the 
upcoming RCMP housing unit expansion and 
was involved in the tearing down of the old 
RCMP hangar at Mike Zubko Airport.

Rodgers added DNA is planning to put in a 
bid for construction of the new air terminal too.

Another benefit of having a local contract-
ing authority is the company can outsource 
work to other local businesses and contractors 
and to expand opportunities for apprentice-
ships.

"We have our Inuvialuit business lists and 

the Gwich'in have their business lists," said 
Rodgers. "We'll reach out to those companies 
and then we have our companies that we either 
are partners in or we own 100 per cent. But 
they hire local people as well."

Inuvialuit Development Corporation chair 
Patrick Gruben said the DNA's ambitions 
weren't being limited just to skilled trades, 
however, noting much of the goal was to create 
jobs for management and technical positions 
that could be filled by Inuvialuit and Gwich'in 

who get the needed training. Having the cap-
acity in place could help spark more varied 
career ambitions in the imagination of youth 
as well.

Gruben noted it took a little bit of convin-
cing to get the process started, but once the 
GTC and IRC put their ideas on the table, the 
GNWT was all ears.

"I think we caught the government by sur-
prise," he said. "When we said we were going 
to finally work together, they were really quite 

surprised."
He added many of the leadership at both 

the IRC and GTC had a long working history 
together, so they are already on the same page 
when it came to keeping work in the area.

"We all saw the same thing," he said. "Com-
panies were coming in that were not from the 
region or community, doing a project, taking 
all the benefits and the profit out.

"That's why we said we should form this 
company."

Gwich'in and Inuvialuit partnership has been in the
works since 2018, will build new RCMP duplexes

New contracting company stays local

photo courtesy Inuvialuit Regional Corporation

Inuvialuit Development Corporation Chair Patrick Gruben and Gwich'in Tribal Council Grand Chief Ken Smith were all 
smiles after bringing the Delta North Alliance – or DNA for short – into being. The new contracting company has already 
secured the tender for three duplexes for an RCMP housing project in Inuvik and is looking for more.

by eric Bowling 
Northern News Services

Inuvik

news
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CRTC accepting submissions until Jan. 20

Group encourages feedback 
on internet service in NWT

photo courtesy of Lorraine Whiteman

These snowshoes are made for walkin'
The NWT Recreation and Parks Association's annual Walk to Tuk competition is underway and Joyce McLeod, Sabrina McLeod and Pearl Leishman are getting their 
steps in team Dehcho Cuzzins. The walking contest runs until the end of February encouraging NWT residents to get out and get active during the winter months.

Jacey Firth-Hagen has seen the digital div-
ide firsthand. 

Having grown up in Inuvik, lived in Yellow-
knife and gone to school in Alberta, she attests 
to the fact that internet speed and reliability 
varies widely, depending on geography. 

"It can be pretty alarming," she said.
As the creator of the Gwich'in language 

revival campaign, #SpeakGwichintome, Firth-
Hagen works to connect with Elders, youth and 
community members across the North and the 
country. She relies heavily on digital communi-
cation to do so. 

Firth-Hagen's experience has transformed 
her into an advocate and a contractor to the 
digital literacy focused organization Digital 
NWT.

Digital NWT, which facilitates media work-
shops – events with a goal of educating par-
ticipants on digital literacy topics like social 
media, intellectual property and others – is 
also working to increase the NWTs engage-
ment in the Canadian Radio-television and 
Telecommunications Commission (CRTC)'s 
call for feedback on Northern services – an 
initiative that Firth-Hagen calls "really great."

The call out launched on Nov. 2 and closes 
Jan. 20. It invites residents of Canada's North to 
share their experiences with internet and tele-
phone services "to ensure that all Canadians 
have access to high-quality telecommunication 
services." 

"The information collected will help the 
commission better understand the current 
issues and challenges related to telecommuni-
cations services in Canada's North," the Crown 
corporation wrote on its website. 

The last time the CRTC called for feedback 
was five years ago. That's why Firth-Hagen and 
Digital NWT are working to ensure Northern 

residents have their voices heard. 
On Jan. 12, Digital NWT hosted a virtual 

workshop to facilitate delivering feedback to 
the commission.  

"It really is an opportunity to put for-
ward what their situation is like," said Rob 
McMahon, project co-director and a professor 
of media and technology at the University of 
Alberta, referring to Northern residents look-
ing to engage with the CRTC. 

McMahon said the issue of equitable inter-
net services has become even more glaring 
amid the pandemic. 

McMahon points to remote health care, 
online education, digital work from home 
and connecting with friends and family as 
examples of increased internet reliance in 
recent months. 

However, "there are many parts of the 
country where people are unable to access 
those opportunities due to either slow speeds, 
limited access, unreliable access or high costs," 
he explained.

McMahon said the irony is not lost on 
him that the Digital NWT workshop was vir-
tual, though he added that organizers sought 
to make accommodations with a call-in line in 
addition to the Zoom presentation. 

While McMahon recognizes engaging with 
the commission can be intimidating, he heard 
participants say they better understood the pro-
cess after the workshop. 

He said providing the CRTC with feedback 
is in itself a digital literacy activity.

"Having people understand the quality of 
internet services, the speed, understanding how 
things like data caps work and the associated 
costs, are all tied into digital literacy," he said.

To submit feedback to the CRTC, residents 
can visit the CRTC website to fill out a sur-
vey online, by mail to the Secretary General, 
CRTC, Ottawa, Ontario, K1N 0N2  by fax at 
819-994-0218 by 6 p.m. MT on Jan. 20.

photo courtesy of Vincent Ret

Having lived in Inuvik, Yellowknife and Alberta, Jacey Firth-Hagen has seen 
the digital divide firsthand. That's why she has joined the Digital NWT team 
educating residents on digital literacy and advocating for equitable internet 
services.

by Natalie Pressman 
Northern News Services

NWT
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CommeNTs aNd vieWs from news/norTh aNd leTTers To The ediTor

Editorial & opinions

The Northwest Ter-
ritories is only second 
to Nunavut in tobacco 
use and still at double 
the national average of 
smokers. If there's ever 
been a time to quit it's 
now.
Wikimedia Commons image

Time to curb tobacco 
use in the North

The territories currently lead Canada in tobacco consumption while 
we should focus on becoming leaders in ending tobacco use

Tobacco use in the Northern ter-
ritories far outweighs the rest of the 
country by a large margin.

in the NWT 34 per cent of the 
population are casual or daily smok-
ers. This is second only to Nunavut, 
where 74 per cent of people over 16 
years and 51 per cent of children 
aged 12 to 19 have tried or habitually 
use tobacco products. 

These numbers are double the 
national averages of 15.8 per cent 
of casual or daily users and a 2012 
federal study show that more youth 
smoke in the Northern territories 
than in any province.

The World health organization 
(Who) calls “the tobacco epidemic 
... one of the biggest public health 
threats the world has ever faced.”

most of us have heard the warn-
ings concerning increased risk of 
cancers and heart and lung dis-
eases that come from tobacco use, 
after all, they’re plastered all over 
the packages in which we get those 
coffin nails. approximately 90 per 
cent of lung cancers are caused by 
tobacco use.

smoking worsens asthma, 
increases the risk of pneumonia 
and makes regular activities harder 
due to decreased lung capacity. it’s 
hard on your teeth, too.

although the research is not 
complete on how smoking exactly 
interacts with Covid-19, smokers 
are more likely to contract it sim-
ply through the act of smoking by 
repeatedly putting fingers near the 
mouth and nose. Who says Covid-
19 is a disease that directly affects 

the lungs and smoking impairs lung 
functioning “making it harder for 
the body to fight off coronaviruses 
and other respiratory diseases.”

research done by the GNWT 
shows that while the rest of Can-
ada is working to stop people from 
smoking and numbers of users are 
going down, since 2003 the number 
of tobacco users in the territory has 
increased. 

it’s not just limited to cigarettes 
either. Chewing tobacco or snuff is 
just as addictive and just as detri-
mental to your health. vaping offers 
the same nicotine hit in attractive 
flavours that make it more enticing 
to youth, and research has found 
that the highest number of e-ciga-
rette users in the NWT are between 
the ages of 15 and 24 at 33 per 
cent.

Cannabis, too, is part of the equa-
tion, even more so now that a great 
deal of the lingering stigma is lifting 
on its use and it's more easily avail-
able through legal means.

recently the GNWT has made 
positive steps towards curbing 
tobacco usage. 

in 2019, the 18th legisla-
tive assembly passed a bill that 
increased the legal age to purchase 
tobacco to 19 years of age. This is 
years behind many other provinces 

in Canada, but any progress is wel-
comed considering the current 
smoking rates.

The bill claimed that increasing 
the age for accessing these prod-
ucts to 21 would have a significant 
impact on reducing adverse health 
effects, but there first needed to be 
a willingness for public debate on 
the matter.

in the same bill they moved to 
ban smoking in a number of pub-
lic spaces including parks, sports 
fields and in vehicles when minors 
are present. They also moved the 
needle on increasing penalties to 
businesses who sell to minors and 
requiring clear signage in all places 
where nicotine products are sold.

each year, millions of cigarettes 
are sold in the NWT. That’s millions 
of cigarette butts in our landfills, lit-
tering our streets and being pulled 
out of waterways or picked off of 
beaches. 

at close to $1 per cigarette, that’s 
millions in income that is literally 
being burned every year. and, from 
2018 to 2019 the territorial govern-
ment made more than $15 million 
in tax revenues from tobacco sales. 

education and signage are both 
important pieces of the puzzle, and 
it’s good the GNWT is working to 
update policies and legislation. mak-
ing sure kids never start smoking 
is the surest way to reduce tobacco 
use in the territory. 

The biggest changes will need to 
be made at the community level, 
and in the home, though. surely, it’s 
time to commit to quitting.
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To save democracy

Friends, one of the main advantages to 
having a good education is more 
choices, especially in times of 
trouble and grief.

When our top worry in the 
North has to do with govern-
ment staff taking vacations when 
they are not supposed to do so, it 
doesn't much turn my head.

It points, though, to a different 
way of dealing with people. We 
Dene are, of course, involved, but 
still have our treaties, agreements 
straight across federal lines.

Beyond mere government 
transparency, though, there are 
things we should really be con-
cerned about today.

A good source for answers for 
whatever is happening is history.

Part of my Indigenous PhD 
studies involves our southern Nav-
ajo relatives. I have been going to 
the American Southwest now for over a quar-
ter of a century, with good results.

Right after the Japanese surprise attack 
on Pearl Harbor, December, 1941, a WWI 
veteran, Philip Johnson had a thought to help 
democracy survive.

Being raised amongst the Dineh on the 
Navajo Reservation in Arizona, his father, a 
minister, Johnson learned the language.

He brought up his idea to the military, 
to develop a military code from a totally 
unknown language.

It proved to be the only military code the 
enemy could not break. They reduced the 
vital timing for these messages, from the 
usual half-hour, to less than half a minute! In 
a strategic two days, 800 messages with not a 
single error.

The volunteers had to at least speak Eng-
lish, and a group of high schoolers joined the 
Marines. One was only 17.

They were bussed to boot camp in Cali-
fornia, virtually locked into barracks until 
they could create the Top-Secret Code.

The new Navajo Code Talkers were 
assigned the Pacific Theatre, where Amer-
ican Forces had unsuccessfully tried to gain 

even a toehold.
Their service was best noticed in the 

bloodiest of US battles, Iwo Jima, 
where the US lost the most sol-
diers, near to 70,000.

After the smoke had cleared 
their commander, Major Howard 
Connor said that "were it not for 
the Navajo the Marines would not 
have taken Iwo Jima." When you 
really think of it, a Native Amer-
ican language, and Dineh at that, 
saved democracy!

My hosts for much of my stay 
in Arizona, the Sandovals, are a 
military family, as are many. It 
must have been very hard for the 
relatives of these Navajo Code 
Talkers, too, because the code 
itself was not declassified for 
another quarter of a century.

Our Dene language is prob-
ably one of the most complicated 
to learn and speak. I can think 

of only a handful of so-called "Northerners" 
who have bothered to even try. The alphabet 
is twice that of English, plus all the intricate 
sounds. When used it becomes like Shake-
spearean English, so pliable you can say 
whatever it is you want and with style!

But what does this bit of history have to 
do with what is going on now?

Again, easy to answer. To the south of us 
democracy is hanging on by a thread, with 
a lot of people who've been misinformed. 
Some have died.

What it all comes down to is that our 
freedoms, as solid as they can be written 
into law, are as fragile as we allow them to 
become.

I most worry about the Youth, having to 
deal with these impossible situations, isola-
tion and fear being just two, when they have 
their whole lives ahead of them.

Of course we don't have much of a say, 
given events related to Covid-19, but we 
still need to take a step back and at least be 
thankful that nature has had a brief time to 
heal, from us, mostly.

We need this healing, too. Mahsi, thank 
you.

What's the skiing been like this winter?

Diana Smith
"I'm really enjoying having a way to 
get exercise and enjoy the beauty of 
Hay River."

fraser Neave
"Great. It's a good workout and a 
boatload of fun."

Julia Gyapay
"It's been fantastic. This has been an 
amazing ski season. Especially with 
Covid, skiing is such a fun and safe 
way to stay active throughout the 
winter."

We asked you!
with Paul Bickford in Hay River

nwtnewsnorth@nnsl.com

Nancy Neave
"It's been absolutely fantastic. The 
trails have been groomed really 
nicely for all the different snow each 
time it's snowed. They've been great 
trails."

Northern News Services

MOUNTAIN 
View
Antoine Mountain is a 
Dene artist and writer 
originally from Radilih 
Koe'/Fort Good Hope. 
He can be reached  
at: amountainarts.com.

Wikimedia Commons photo

Tear gas is deployed outside the united States Capitol building complex Jan. 
6, 2021. President Donald Trump was impeached for a historic second time by 
Congressional lawmakers who believe he stoked the mob and incited insurrec-
tion against the government. Indigenous people are no strangers to the edges 
of democracy, columnist Antoine Mountain writes.
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Of all the Christmas sur-
prises possible for Chris 
Bruckner, earning a Guinness 
World Record for the fastest 
bike ride across Canada was 
easily among the greatest.

Having beaten the previous 
record by only two hours and 
24 minutes, numb from head 
to toe, Bruckner said it took 
every ounce of determination 
to make it across the finish 
line.

"I started off in great 
shape. The first five days were 
relatively easy," he said. "But 
the event is more or less like 
dying a slow death. I remem-

ber getting pretty tired by the 
time I got to Winnipeg. 

"Then Thunder Bay is 
pretty much the halfway point 
and was pretty demoralizing. I 
was pretty much done, know-
ing that I had another 3,000 
kilometres to go and another 
week or so. I had a nice healthy 
lead around Thunder Bay and 
then started slowly-but-surely 
giving it back. It wasn't until I 
started to get into Halifax that 
I thought it was actually going 
to happen."

To beat the record, Bruck-
ner had to bike from Vancou-
ver City Hall to Halifax City 
Hall – a 5,747 kilometre trip. 
He did it in 13 days, 3 hours 
and 49 minutes, pushing into 

Halifax on July 13, 2019.
"I rode all night on the 13th 

day to finish just in the nick of 
time. It was close, a lot closer 
than I would have liked. But I 
persevered.

"I give a lot of the credit 
to my supports, who kept me 
awake, especially the last day, 
and helped me get the job 
done."

Accomplishing such a feat 
took guile, great fitness and a 
whole lot of logistics. Bruck-
ner had two aides following 
him along his journey in a 
rented recreational vehicle, 
allowing him to avoid the 
hassle of booking hotel rooms 
or finding places to eat during 
long stints of cycling along the 

highway.
"It's really about manag-

ing time," said Bruckner. "Our 
game plan was to ride for four-
hour blocks, five times over 
the course of a 24-hour per-
iod with 15-minute breaks in-
between. Obviously, I wasn't 
able to stick with that, espe-
cially the second week where 
I had to take longer rests.

"If you can keep on and 
maximize your time over a 
24-hour span, your power 
really shouldn't matter. If you 
put in the time, the miles will 
come. And that's easier said 
than done, because your whole 
body hurts.

"I started suffering from 
nerve damage that started 
from day one. I couldn't feel 
anything. At one point I was 
basically riding around on flat 
tires and one of my supports 
checked it and could squeeze 
it right to the rim. 

"I got so tired I would just 
coast down a hill and slow 
down – I'd forget that I have 
to pedal the bike to move 
forward. Towards the end, I 
had to get the guys to dress 
me because I couldn't work 
my hands properly to do up 
zippers and such."

Having a massage ther-
apist on hand was a potential 
game-saver, noted Bruckner, 
who added his phone was 
destroyed during a rain storm, 
leaving him with no back-up 
GPS and forcing the team to 
rely on checkpoints to stay 
in sync.

After making the trip, the 
long wait to verify whether the 
achievement satisfied Guin-
ness' stringent regulations 
began.

It only wrapped up on Dec. 
29 when he was informed that 
he was the new world record 
holder.

"To be fair, it took me 10 
months to submit it," he said. 
"My biggest fear was going 
through the data and missing 
evidence. Having put together 
a pretty good performance to 
be denied the world record 
would have been pretty crush-
ing.

"So it took me awhile to 
submit it, and once I did Guin-
ness wasn't aware of it for 
whatever reason until I got in 
contact with them and I finally 
got hold of a real person this 
past November."

Using his journey as a 
fundraiser, Bruckner also 
was able to raise $5,000 for 
the Canadian Mental Health 
Association, a cause dear to 
his heart.

Bruckner said it was 
important to support mental 
health organizations because 
it is an issue that can affect 
anyone.

"As a first responder, a 
lot of our members see a lot 
of horrific things," he said. 
"It's by no means an easy job. 
Post-Traumatic Stress Disor-
der wasn't always at the fore-
front in our profession. Mental 
Health is an illness like any 
other and it's important to nip 

it in the bud early.
"If you are suffering, for 

whatever reason, come out 
and talk about it. Talk to your 
friends, talk to your family. It's 
important to be open because 
for the longest time mental 
health has been stigmatized. 
It's more important now than 
ever because of Covid-19 
times. We're social beings and 
it's tough to be isolated and 
away from friends and family, 
especially over the holidays."

Now fully recovered, 
Bruckner said he had his eyes 
set on other major cycling 
adventures, though he wasn't 
sure how soon he would be 
able to get to them with the 
ongoing Covid-19 pandemic 
limiting the opportunities to 
travel.

One item still on his buck-
et list is a trans-African trip, 
from the Mediterranean to the 
South African coast.

In the interim, has started 
a cycling group in Inuvik to 
attract like-minded athletes. 
Already six-bikers strong, the 
gang is hoping to make biking 
a more common activity in 
Inuvik all year round.

"I just started it before 
Christmas," he said. "I know 
it's not the best time of year to 
start a cycling club, but hope-
fully we'll grow in numbers."

He said the best way to 
get involved in with the club 
would be to locate him or 
the Inuvik Cycling Club on 
Facebook, or alternatively the 
phone app Strava.

Chris bruckner has officially earned a Guinness World  
Record for the fastest bike ride across Canada

Inuvik man sets cycling record

photos courtesy of Chris Bruckner

Chris Bruckner hoists his bike in triumph in Halifax after completing his 
record-setting bike ride across Canada.

by eric Bowling 
Northern News Services

Inuvik
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"I want more!" said a 
laughing Wekweekti Chief 
Charlie Football, just after he 
received his Moderna shot on 
Wednesday, making him the 
first member of the commun-
ity to be vaccinated.

Football's comment elicit-
ed applause from the medical 
staff and other people in the 
Tlicho community's Youth 
Centre, where dozens of Wek-
weeti residents filed in for 
their Covid-19 vaccinations.

"I'm excited. I just want to 
show my people that I could 
do it," Football said.

Chief public health officer 
Dr. Kami Kandola was the 
second person in the Youth 
Centre to get the Covid shot.

"I didn't really feel it," 
Kandola said, smiling, just 
seconds after Teresa Patzer, 
a nurse from Behchoko, gave 
her the jab.

Almost two weeks after the 
NWT's vaccination campaign 
began on Dec. 31, Kandola 
said 18 communities have 
received their first doses of 
Moderna by the end of the 
week of Jan. 10 to 17, part of 
the January schedule to tar-
get priority populations and 
remote Indigenous commun-
ities.

Of the 110 doses the vac-
cination team brought to Wek-
weeti in a freezer box, 40 
were used on Wednesday, said 
Department of Health and 
Social Services spokesperson 
Damien Healy.

Kandola echoed Football's 
sentiment of "excitement" over 
the vaccine reaching Wek-
weeti.

"These remote Indigenous 
communities are quite vulner-
able to the spread to Covid. 
It's wonderful that we can roll 
out a vaccine that prevents the 

severity of disease," she said.
Kandola highlighted the 

campaign's successes thus far. 
All residents and support staff 
in the seven long-term care 
facilities of the NWT have 
been vaccinated. That com-
prises Yellowknife, Behchoko, 
Norman Wells, Hay River, 
Fort Smith, Fort Simpson and 
Inuvik.

High-risk health care work-
ers were also vaccinated at 
hospitals in Yellowknife, Inu-
vik, Hay River and Fort Smith.

Vaccine hesitancy
Kandola acknowledged that 

one challenge the campaign 
has faced is vaccine hesitancy 
in small communities.

"(There was) the desire to 
see myself get vaccinated, so I 
can lead by example and show 
that vaccines are safe," she 
said. "In those communities, 
more people are asking ques-
tions, they don't want to be the 
first (to be vaccinated). They 
want to see more people get 
vaccinated, and it'll be a mat-
ter of time before they decide 
to come forward. 

"The risk will always be 
here of Covid transmission 
(but) the vaccine decreases 
the risk of acquiring severe 
Covid by 94.1 per cent. The 
whole purpose of this is not 
end up like B.C. or  Ontario or 
Alberta, where hospital beds 
are maxed, ICUs are beyond 
capacity or at near full cap-
acity. 

By vaccinating as many 
people at-risk as possible, we 
are decreasing that strain on 
our health-care system."

One woman in Wekweeti 
who admitted to feeling some 
uncertainty over the vaccine 
was Danielle Judas.

"I feel good but it's nerve-
wracking at the same time," 
she said, just after getting her 
vaccination.

"With the whole pandemic, 
you just never know what can 
happen. Or if (the vaccine) will 
actually work. (But) I actually 
think it's a really good idea. 
We have to take the same pre-
cautions as everyone else, even 
though we're a small commun-
ity. I'm the recreation coordin-
ator and I deal with kids every 
day. It's very important for me 
to get this."

Mary-Adele Tsatchia felt 
no hesitancy at all and said she 
has been praying daily for the 
vaccine to reach Wekweeti.

"I feel happy and I feel 
great that I got the vaccine," 
she said. "It can save lives. 
I've heard a lot of stories on 
TV and on the radio of people 
dying from Covid."

The work of Rose Mantla 
is a key part of the vaccina-
tion effort in a community 
like Wekweeti, where many 
people are more comfortable 
communicating in the Tlicho 
language, and where some are 
unsure of the vaccine.

She translated details of the 
vaccination process for Elders 
who came in for their shots 
and translated for Kandola as 
she explained the importance 
of vaccinations for people who 
were skeptical.

But even as a bilingual 
English-Tlicho speaker, she 
had to do some homework 
before the translation work 
began on Wednesday.

"There are medical terms 
I really need to understand 
closely to be able to trans-
late," said Mantla, who works 
as a Tlicho language culture 
coordinator with the Tlicho 
Community Services Agency.

Some English terms, like 
"vaccine" don't have a direct 
equivalent in Tlicho. In her 
research, she found "medi-
cine that you get a needle 
with" was the closest transla-
tion. She said the Tlicho term 

she uses for Covid-19 vaccine 
is "Tadade'ga naidee wet'a 
gooi'goo."

Similarly, the concept of a 
vaccine "fighting off" a dis-
ease doesn't directly translate 
to Tlicho.

"We have to say (in Tli-
cho) the body protects itself 
by being stronger to beat the 
disease," she said.

Alex Canuel-Kirkwood 
and Stephanie Cochrane sup-
port the vaccinations as logis-
ticians, working with plans, 
temperature readings on the 
Moderna freezer box and 
hardware. They don't adminis-
ter shots, but they still deeply 
appreciate the significance of 
the vaccinations.

"I'm elated," Canuel-Kirk-

wood said, as he crunched 
data on his laptop. "This is a 
once-in-a-lifetime opportun-
ity. And I'll be looking back 
on this for decades."

And the efforts wouldn't 
succeed without the logisti-
cians, who hauled the freezer 
box containing Moderna doses 
onto the plane in Yellowknife, 
into a van in Wekweekti and 
then into the Youth Centre. 

They monitored the tem-
perature constantly to make 
sure the inside of the box stays 
between -15 C and -25 C.

In cases of community 
members who are over 18 
years not showing up for the 
vaccination, the doses stay in 
the box and are taken back to 
Yellowknife for other prior-

ity groups, Canuel-Kirkwood 
said.

While Kandola recogniz-
es that many NWT residents 
are feeling fatigue with the 
some of the ongoing public 
health restrictions, she noted 
that the three territories have 
an opportunity to "dodge a 
bullet" by receiving vaccines 
ahead of the rest of Canada, 
with vaccinations scheduled 
for the general population of 
the NWT in March.

"The impact that Covid has 
had on provinces across Can-
ada is not the story that we 
will be telling – that we would 
actually have significantly less 
risk and be able to be more 
open and have less restric-
tions," she said.

18 communities will have received their first doses of Moderna by the end Jan. 17

Covid-19 vaccine campaign 
rolls out in Wekweeti

Blair McBride/NNSL photos

Wekweeti Chief Charlie Football receives his Covid-19 vaccination from 
nurse Lianne Mantla, in the Youth Centre on Jan. 13.

news

by Blair McBride 
Northern News Services

Wekweeti

Laura Bain, left, speaks with a relieved Danielle 
Judas just after she received her shot of the Mod-
erna vaccine against Covid-19.
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The crossroads of an old life and a new year
Welcoming in the new year reminds us 

that there is a time for giving something up 
and a time to start something new. A reso-
lution is the setting of a goal that you can 
strive for in the year ahead. The start of the 
new year gives us time to look back at all 
that we have accomplished and see if we can 
raise the bar a little higher, aiming to be bet-
ter versions of ourselves. Looking back helps 
us to see just how far we've come and where 
we want to go in the future.

The big thing that really stood out for me 
personally in 2020 was that I was still able 
to publish Land-Water-Sky despite Covid-19 
cancelling most of my plans. I also managed 
to finish a year of law school, experienced 
heartbreak, loss, fell in love and welcomed a 

new baby to the family, a kitten named Leo.
This year the one thing I'm trying to let 

go of is eating too many sweets and I am 
working on a new novel while waiting for 
"This House is Not a Home" to be published. 
I will also be finishing my second year of 
law school.

Resolutions are hard to keep and deter-
mining their outcome sometimes might be 
out of our hands because life certainly has 
a way of making other plans as we have all 
experienced throughout this drawn-out pan-
demic, but still it doesn't hurt to try to see 
things through despite challenges and bar-
riers, big or small.

We have all seen that a lot can happen in 
365 days. The world can change drastically 
in less than a year. This tells us that everyday 

provides opportunities for change. I find it so 
interesting how one small decision can have 
a domino effect on the rest of our lives. If 
you think about it, everyday of our lives we 
stand at a crossroads in one way or another 

and we have to make decisions nearly every 
second of our day on which direction the 
trajectory of our lives will steer towards. 
New Years is a time to reflect on those little 
everyday decisions.

We have all been through a lot this 
year. Some more than others. Some have 
actually enjoyed the changes the pandemic 
has brought; others have suffered through it. 
Nevertheless, during this time, one thing is 
for sure, each of us has been forced to have 
to have to face our biggest fear, ourselves, 
and only we know what we need to let go 
of and what we need more of. Only we have 
the power to make our resolutions break our 
resolutions. 

I wish you all a very best new year in 
2021.

Northern News Services

Reflections of a residential school 
survivor during the holidays

I boarded the plane in Fort Norman, 
now known as Tulita, at the young age 
of six years old with my brothers and 
sisters. Little did I know my world as 
I had known it, and my way of being, 
would be changed forever.

From September to December of 
that year, I and many others in Grollier 
Hall and Stringer Hall, came face to 
face with the realization of the power 
and the influence of "education." In 
this instance, a conformation to new 
way of life other than what we had 
known in our homes and communities. 

After being inside a residential 
school for many months, I had to 
adapt, adjust and assimilate into to a 
new way. I slowly forgot about many 
things back home ... until the day we 
were told that we were going to Fort 

Norman for Christmas. My mor-
ning and evening prayers had been 
answered! We were going home. I kept 
asking my older brother when.

Just as I am asking Canada now, 
when will the remaining Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission recom-
mendations and Calls to Action be 
fully implemented? As we move to the 
fifth year of the Truth and Reconcilia-
tion Commission, we owe our gratitude 
to Commissioner Chief Wilton Little-
child, Senator Murray Sinclair and 
Marie Wilson Kakfwi, as well as other 
key contributors, for their tenacity and 
commitment to listening to all residen-
tial school survivors across Canada.

We commend their pledge to hon-
our the truths told by the families and 
survivors in recognition of the impact 

that their experiences had on their lives 
and relationships. We call forth Can-
ada and others, including survivors, to 
walk the path of reconciliation towards 
finally getting things right. The Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission Report 
is a living document transformed by 
our communities.

The holiday season is a special 
time. It provides us with an opportun-
ity for personal reflection and to listen 
to the stories of our Dene people. For 
myself, as a residential school survivor, 
it meant that at the age of six years 
old, having been away from my mom 
and stepfather and younger brother and 
sister and my grandparents for many 
months, and later many years, I finally 
got to go home.

We have come a long way. Today 

we teach our young ones that the 
opportunity to rewrite the future is 
now. We must all learn about the 
impacts and the legacy of residential 
schools and recognize that we have a 
collective responsibility to implement 
the Truth and Reconciliation Commis-
sions Calls to Action and walk together 
in the spirit of reconciliation.

May these holidays and the new 
year be a time to rejoice and reflect. 
Stay safe and continue to pray for the 
ones who didn't come home from resi-
dential schools.

As Chief Sitting Bull once said, 
"Let us put our minds together and see 
what life we can make for our chil-
dren."

Wishing you all a happy and safe 
new year.

GUeST 
Comment
Norman Yakeleya 
is national chief of 
the Dene Nation and 
regional chief the 
Assembly of First 
Nations.

NORTheRN
Wildflower 
catherine lafferty is a published 
author and an Indigenous Law Stu-
dent who grew up in Yellowknife.

commentary
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Local governments are 
speaking out against a poten-
tial service rollback at Mike 
Zubko Airport as NavCan con-
ducts a service review for Inu-
vik and Norman Wells.

Part of the non-profits' 
annual bookkeeping efforts, 
the organization responsible 
for all of Canada's Civil Air 
Navigation system is debat-
ing whether it needs to pay 
employees to be on staff from 
12 a.m. to 8 a.m. as Covid-
19 forces organizations to cut 
back on expenditures. The 
review began Nov. 17 and a 
decision is expected by the end 
of January.

However, citing a number 
of issues that could arise from 
not having a person physically 
at the control deck, the Town 
of Inuvik sent a letter Nov. 
27 to NavCan asking that the 
status quo remain. 

It also noted the corporation 
failed to extend invitations to 
both the Gwich'in Tribal Coun-
cil and the Inuvialuit Regional 
Corporation when it announced 
the review of air traffic service 
requirements.

"They also left (out) some 
of the stakeholders at the 
airport," said Inuvik Mayor 
Natasha Kulikowski. "We did 
have a response, which was 
positive, with a very quick 
turn-around time. So I think 
we stirred the right pot."

Kulikowski added she 
has reached out to NWT MP 
Michael McLeod, who has 
voiced his support for keep-
ing the full service, as well 
as getting the ear of Premier 

Caroline Cochrane and both 
Inuvik-based MLAs.

Since then, Kulikowski said 
the town received a response 
and a follow-up consultation 
call, in which Gwich'in Tribal 
Council Grand Chief Ken 
Smith was available to par-
ticipate.

Noting Inuvik was effect-
ively the hub for the entire 

Beaufort Delta, Smith told 
News/North having staff on-
hand was essential for emer-
gencies that involve a medical 
evacuation, since anyone in the 
region is first taken to Inuvik 
for assessment before deter-
mining if they need to be put 
on a flight to a more equipped 
hospital further south.

He added that while there 

may not be a high volume of 
medical evacuation calls in the 
middle of the night, when they 
do happen, they're critical calls 
with very little time to made 
decisions and even smaller 
room for error. 

Cutting an eight-hour time 
period in Inuvik would also 
cut out that period in the other 
seven Beaufort Delta com-

munities – none of which have 
their own health centre to deal 
with emergencies.

Kulikowski pointed out 
Inuvik is a vital strategic loca-
tion for a number of organiza-
tions in the North, noting it is 
the most active NORAD base 
in Canada.

She also pointed out the 
Canadian Forces were expand-
ing a runway by 3,000 feet to 
allow for larger aircraft, along-
side other improvements being 
covered by territorial and fed-
eral governments.

"(This decision) was con-
cerning right away because 
when you look at the amount 
of dollars being put into our 
airport, the idea of reducing 
any service seems a little bit 
absurd.

"I can understand the Nav-
Can side of it – they're looking 
for ways to save money right 
now and they're just assess-
ing, but we thought it was 
really important to get the 
point home that while they're 
assessing us, they can take us 
off the list."

Cochrane told News/North 
she was concerned about the 
change and had written to 
NavCan with her thoughts on 
the matter.

"It's hard for people in 
Ottawa to understand the real-
ities of the North, the isolation 
and the reliance we have on 
our airports," she said. 

"Fire seasons, medevacs, 
everything is really reliant. 
My understanding is that it is 
a regular review that's happen-
ing, so we voiced our concerns 
and look forward to a positive 
result.

NavCan media relations 
manager Brian Boudreau told 

Inuvik Drum any changes 
would have to be cleared by 
Canada's aviation regulator.

"At Inuvik and Norman 
Wells, consideration is being 
given to air traffic services and 
aviation weather requirements 
on site during the overnight 
hours when traffic volumes are 
low," he wrote in a statement. 

"In doing so, Nav Canada 
is assessing what Nav Canada 
services are required to main-
tain safety and accessibility, 
so that all operators can con-
tinue to land and depart safely 
from the airport overnight.

"The aeronautical study 
process, one that we have 
applied safely and success-
fully for the past 25 years, 
provides a systematic method-
ology for analyzing complex 
issues using a risk manage-
ment approach. 

This will include assess-
ment of the local operating 
environment, including but not 
limited to commercial, general 
aviation, military and medevac 
operations."

A terms of reference for 
Inuvik provided by NavCan 
states the organization cur-
rently operates a flight service 
station which provides 24-hour 
Aerodrome Advisory Services 
(AAS), vehicle control ser-
vices and a surface weather 
observation program. 

These are handled by 
human observers on the 
ground and enable a 24-hour 
weather forecast service.

According to the terms, 
air traffic at the airport has 
dropped 13 per cent from 2016 
to 2019, or roughly 11,300 less 
flights per year, which puts the 
airport below the guidelines 
for a 24-hour AAS.

Several airports are undergoing a service review including Inuvik and Norman Wells

A plea for a graveyard shift

NNSL file photo

A C-130 Hercules refuels at Mike Zubko Airport June 22 as part of mission patrols held over the Arctic Ocean. While the Canadian 
Forces are planning to extend their runway by 3,000 feet to accommodate larger aircraft for its mandate, NavCan is debating cutting 
staff at the airport to save money during the Covid-19 pandemic.

by eric Bowling 
Northern News Services

Inuvik

news
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Around the North
if you have an item of interest from your community, call (867) 873-4031, or email: editorial@nnsl.com
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sew inTo iT in hay river
Allyn Rohatyn, an upholsterer in Hay River, still works on an old sewing machine from the business where he first learned the trade as a teenager in Saskatchewan.

Committee to review honourarium bylaw
Thebacha/Fort Smith

The Town of Fort Smith is seeking community members to sit 
on a review committee for the council honourarium bylaw.

The committee will review and recommend updates for the 
bylaw, which includes the salaries for the mayor and councillors.

Community residents wishing to make a submission can 
obtain an expression of interest form from the Town of Fort 
Smith.

– Paul Bickford

Swimming pool re-opens 
Thebacha/Fort Smith 

The swimming pool at the Fort Smith Community and 
Recreation Centre is open for business once again but, as with 
everything else right now, there are some restrictions in place.

There's no public swim at the present time but lane swims are 
open to the public with up to three people at one time allowed to 
hit the water. Senior swim times are also limited to three people 
at one time. In both cases, you must call the recreation centre 
to book a time.

Groups are able to rent the pool with a maximum of 15 
people allowed in the water at any time. As with the lane swims, 
groups must book ahead of schedule to get in.

– James McCarthy

More than 5,000 pounds of goods  
shipped to Fort McPherson by RCMP

Tetlit' Zheh/Fort McPherson
Christmas may have past, but that hasn't stopped the RCMP 

from giving.
Fort McPherson RCMP report they have teamed up with 

RCMP national headquarters to collect much-needed supplies 
for the hamlet, and to date they have collected over 5,000 
pounds of goods, shipped in over 120 boxes.

"The generosity of RCMP employees who don't even live 
in or near the Northwest Territories is touching," said Fort 
McPherson RCMP Const. Thomas Lemay. "We were so very 
happy to receive the goods and spread some cheer to members 
of our community."

Officers unpacked the goods and will be delivering them to 
elders throughout the community.

The donations were collected by the RCMP's "Adopt a Vil-
lage" program.

– Eric Bowling

Education council publishes new
children's book in three languages 

Thebacha/Fort Smith
The South Slave Divisional Education Council (SSDEC) 

announced on Jan. 6 the release of the book Our Northern Riv-
ers by Denise Broomfield. 

The latest children's book from the SSDEC follows the 
author on a canoe trip as she ponders the values instilled by the 
traditions and knowledge of the North. The morals of the Dene 
laws are presented through interactions between the main char-
acter and several Northern animals as she paddles the NWT's 
rivers.  The story, which won the SSDEC's third annual Chil-
dren's Storybook Contest, features colourful imagery of many of 
the animals native to the NWT. 

The story is available as dual-language books with text in 
English alongside Chipewyan, South Slavey and Cree.

The print book will also be reformatted as an e-book and 
made available on the SSDEC's First Nations Storybook app. 

– Paul Bickford

New mayor and council sworn in
Ulukhaktok

Ulukhaktok's new mayor and council took their oaths of 
office on Jan. 4.

Newly elected Mayor Joshua Oliktoak and couns. Delma 
Klengenberg, Janine Olifie, Helena Ekootak and Gilbert Olifie 
began their two-year term with the hamlet and will serve until 
Dec. 31, 2022.

After being sworn in, the new officials were given the 2021 
meeting schedule, with the first meeting on Jan. 12 and every 
second Tuesday of the month afterwards.

– Eric Bowling

Arena schedule expands
Lli Goline/Norman Wells 

Things are getting a bit busier at the Ray Persson Arena in 
Norman Wells with the addition of hockey to the weekly schedule.

The minor hockey program got underway on Jan. 12 with the 
initiation, novice and atom groups hitting the ice from 5:30 to 
8:15 p.m. Those groups are on the ice Tuesdays and Thursdays 
beginning at 5:30 p.m. with the initiation group with the Satur-
day morning programming starting at 9:30 a.m.

Senior men's hockey is also off and running with the opening 
night on Jan. 13. They will be scrimmaging every Wednesday 
and Friday between 7 and 9 p.m.

– James McCarthy

Dates for territorials changed
NWT

NWT Curling is pressing ahead with its 2021 territorial 
championships but there are a couple of date changes.

The NWT Senior Men's Curling Championship, which was 
slated to be held in Yellowknife this month, will now happen 
in March in Yellowknife while the NWT Men's Curling Club 
Championship, which is set to happen in Inuvik, has also been 
switched to March and is still happening in Inuvik.

Nick Saturnino, NWT Curling's president, said the reason for 
the date change was to allay concerns on the part of the Office 
of the Chief Public Health Officer about the spread of Covid-19 
from players travelling into a community.

– James McCarthy

Image courtesy of South Slave Divisional Education Council

Our Northern Rivers, a new children's book by 
Denise broomfield, has been released by the 
South Slave Divisional Education Council.
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Sports & recreation

Athletes and money are a terrible combination. Just ask them.
How many times have we heard about athletes who end up 

broke and penniless after making millions and millions of dol-
lars playing a game? The list is endless. There's even a 30 For 30 
documentary about it called Broke, which outlines the number of 
ways an athlete goes broke during or after their playing days are 
done.

You will have heard of the most recent case of an athlete who 
apparently spent more than he made (amazingly) 
and the numbers are mind-boggling. I speak, of 
course, about the story of Evander Kane of the 
San Jose Sharks.

On Jan. 9, Sheng Peng, who writes for San Jose 
Hockey Now, first told of Kane and the Sharks 
being sued by Centennial Bank, based in the state 
of Arkansas, over unpaid interest and principal of 
$8.3 million based on a $3.9 million loan Kane 
received for "business and investment opportunities" in Septem-
ber 2018. 

His seven-year, $49 million contract that he signed with the 
Sharks in May 2018 was used as the original collateral to secure 
the loan but Peng reported that more loans were taken out against 
the contract. Centennial Bank wants a court to ensure the Sharks 
deposit any payment directly into Kane's account with the bank 
with the proviso that Kane not be allowed to touch any of it.

That was just the tip of the iceberg, it would appear. Two days 
after Peng's report, Daniel Kaplan of The Athletic reported that 
Kane had filed for Chapter 7 bankruptcy in California with $26.8 

million of liabilities and $10.2 million in assets. Here's a sample 
of just what Kane allegedly owes to people:

•	 $256,320 in unpaid taxes
•	 $79,393 to American Express
•	 $528,730 to Newport Sport Management in agent's fees
•	 $1.5 million to Cosmopolitan Casino in gambling debts 

(markers).
In total, 47 creditors will looking for a piece of Kane's pie in 

addition to more than $9,000 in monthly car payments and seven 
dependents (mom, dad, grandmother, two uncles, 
sister and a new baby girl).

It's an amazing filing considering how much 
he's made in his National Hockey League career.

That is, if he plays at all this season. It's going 
around that Kane may not play because of the 
threat of Covid-19 and his newborn daughter. 
That's a valid concern and if that's the case, I 
won't begrudge him one bit. I'm a father and my 

kids are priority No. 1. But the bankruptcy filing outlines how if 
Kane doesn't play, he won't get paid. Awfully hard to repay debt 
with no income.

According to CapFriendly, Kane has made close to $53 mil-
lion during his 11 years in the NHL. You know what that means? 
It means Evander Kane has been a fool that's parted with more 
money than he's ever made in his life. He obviously thought he'd 
be able to finance his way through life and roll through it like 
Jay-Z. Problem is you can't make $7 million per season and live 
like Jay-Z.

And before you get on my case and tell me that this is a sad 

case of an athlete who made some mistakes, spare me. Kane 
knew exactly what he was doing. Take a look at some of the 
photos he's posted over the years: feet up in what appears to be a 
private jet, posing with Ferraris and let's not forget that infamous 
"money phone" during the 2012 lockout. Some found it funny, 
many others found it in rather bad taste that he decided to "call" 
Floyd Mayweather while other players, who didn't have money 
phones, were trying to figure out how to pay the bills after being 
told by their owners that they could sit until they got what they 
wanted.

I've read a lot of people trying to equate this with the Jack 
Johnson situation, another NHL player who filed for bankruptcy 
because he owed a lot of money. Not even close. False equiva-
lency. Fake news. Johnson's plight came courtesy of his mother, 
who took advantage of her son giving her power of attorney. She 
and her husband then decided to take out huge high-interest loans 
against Johnson's then-$30.5 million contract with the Los Angel-
es Kings and blow it all on homes, cars and travelling the world.

When the bills came due, Johnson had no idea his parents had 
screwed him over the way they did and had to file for Chapter 
11 in 2014. He's essentially been playing to pay the creditors ever 
since.

I don't feel the least bit sorry for Kane because he put himself 
in this situation. He tried to have the lavish lifestyle and in the 
end, he's taking the low way out. He was a complete dingus with 
his money and blew a lifestyle almost all of us wish we could 
have had. 

Don't be shocked to see him line up a fight with one of the 
Paul brothers in the near future to help pay the bills.

Another young athlete goes bankrupt

SPORTS 
Talk

with James McCarthy

Northern News Services
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For the Hay River Ski Club, its brand-new 
maintenance garage is much more than just a 
maintenance garage.

It is also a place where biathletes can go for 
indoor shooting practice when it gets too cold 
outside and also is an integral part of improving 
the sports experience for biathlon, skiing and 
snowshoeing.

The garage was built over the summer and 
finished at about the end of September.

Chuck Lirette, the club's biathlon coach and 
trails and facilities supervisor, said the main-
tenance garage was built with indoor biathlon 
practice using air rifles in mind.

"When we designed it, it's kind of an unusual 
length. It's 42 feet," he said, adding the build-
ing contractor also thought that was a strange 
measurement.

"And the reason is the regulation distance 
for shooting the air rifles is 10 metres, and 10 
metres is about 36 feet," Lirette said, noting 
that leaves six feet to place the mats at one end 
of the building where biathletes can shoot from 
the prone position.

"So now they're shooting at regulation dis-
tance indoors," he added.

An outdoor biathlon range measures 50 
metres in length, and everything is five times 
smaller for indoor practice, resulting in the 
10-metre range in the new maintenance garage.

"The shooting indoors or outdoors is identi-
cal for the kids," said Lirette. "Everything is 
scaled down. So it's the same sight picture. It's 
the same sized targets."

Another major adjustment is the biathletes 
don't use .22-calibre rifles inside, but high-

quality pellet guns.
Lirette said that the temperature cut-off is 

-20 C for when biathletes can no longer com-
pete or practise outside, or -23 C with a wind 
chill.

That meant the new maintenance garage 
was used during a cold spell before Christmas.

 "We were in here for a couple of weeks for 
the first time," said Lirette.

Nine-year-old Adele Russell, a first-year 
biathlete at the Hay River Ski Club, welcomed 
being able to practice in the new garage when 
the weather turned cold.

"It's a nice place to be in when it's really cold 
because it's nice and heated," she said.

Russell said indoor shooting with an air gun 
is different than on the outdoor range with a 
rifle.

"It's still good practice," she said.
Prior to construction of the maintenance 

garage, biathletes would occasionally shoot 
indoors at the clubhouse, although Lirette noted 
that would only be at a distance of about five or 
six metres and not really a challenge.

In addition to biathlon, Lirette said the new 
maintenance garage helps with other sports.

"It benefits our entire ski club in terms of 
having all of our equipment stored," he said. 
"We've been updating inventory and all of our 
equipment, sorting, cleaning, and able to do the 
same thing in the clubhouse. No longer do you 
find tools and equipment and everything in the 
clubhouse. The clubhouse is much more for the 
snowshoes and the skis and the waxing equip-
ment for the ski club members to use."

In fact, Lirette describes the maintenance 
garage as a "game-changer" for the ski club in 
terms of maintaining trails, and controlling and 
sorting out equipment.

Prior to the maintenance garage being con-
structed, equipment like snowmobiles remained 
outside.

"And it would be very difficult to try to 
work on stuff when it's outdoors in the middle 
of winter," said Lirette. "So now we can bring 
stuff in."

The new maintenance garage is solely a ski 
club asset and is not used by the golf course.

Lirette said the Hay River Ski Club had a 
building reserve fund for the new garage.

In addition, it received a donation from 
the now-defunct Hay River Kiwanis Club and 
various kinds of support, such as donations 
and reduced prices, from a number of compan-
ies, including Northern Comfort Construction, 
Mackenzie Electric, Stittco Utilities, MSS and 
Maskwa Engineering.

Lirette said without those donations and 
in-kind support, the ski club wouldn't have 
been in a financial position to proceed with 
construction.

building at ski club also space for indoor biathlon practice

New garage is also a sports venue

photo courtesy of Chuck Lirette

Nine-year-old Adele Russell, a first-year biathlete, takes aim on Dec. 13 during shooting practice with pellet guns in the new maintenance garage of the Hay River Ski 
Club.

by Paul Bickford 
Northern News Services

hay River

SportS Card
SKating

lex morey

AGe: 4 cOMMUNITY: Inuvik

Our Youth of the Week is Lex Morey seen 
here taking a lap around the Roy Sugloo 
arena. Lex is new to the sport of skating 
but is taking the sport on quickly. Every day 
the arena was open over the holiday break, 
he was on the ice skating with his dad.

sports & recreation
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