
"Every one of those Amazon boxes hinders the ability of the local retailers to survive."
– Duane Wilson, vice-president of stakeholder relations for Arctic Co-operatives is among  

concerned retailers now that Iqaluit has become a hub for Amazon's shipping operations, page 6.
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ᓴᕕᕋᔭᒃᓴᒧᑦ ᐅᔭᕋᖕᓂᐊᕐᕕᖓᑕ 
ᓯᕗᓂᒃᓴᖓ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᖅᑕᐅᕐᔪᐊᓕᖅᐳᖅ
Iron mine's future under scrutiny

ᓄᓇᓕᐅᔪᑦ, ᒪᐃᔭᐃᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐱᓕᕆᔨᕐᔪᐊᖑᔪᑦ ᐊᖏᖃᑎᒌᙱᓐᓂᖃᖅᐳᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᐊᕙᑎᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖏᑦ 
ᐱᒋᐊᒃᑲᓐᓂᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᑐᓵᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᑐᒃᓯᕋᖅᑕᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᖏᒡᓕᒋᐊᖅᑕᐅᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐹᕙᓐᓛᓐᑯᑦ ᓄᓘᔭᕐᓂ ᐅᔭᕋᖕᓂᐊᕐᕕᖓᓂ

Communities, mayors and industry at 
odds as Nunavut Impact Review Board 

resumes hearings for proposed expansion 
to Baffinland's Mary River Mine

Expedited medical 
traveller causes 
scare at ariport

Iglulik co-op damaged 
in overnight fire

New North Baffin 
community org formed

photo courtesy of the Hamlet of Cambridge Bay

Protecting their 
community
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Nunavut's Department of Health had to 
move quickly Jan. 20 in an effort to manage 
a flight from Ottawa that landed in Iqaluit 
at 12:30 p.m with a passenger onboard who 
tested positive for Covid-19. 

All other passengers on the Canadian 
North plane were asked to remain at a 
designated location at the airport until 
secondary testing was done to determine 
whether or not a false positive resulted from 
the infected individual's first test. This per-
son, who was on expedited medical travel, 
is said to be asymptomatic.

The expedited medical travel isolation 
(EMTI) program allows Nunavummiut 
attending appointments in "low-risk settings 
in Southern Canada to isolate at a designat-
ed GN isolation facility during their entire 
medical travel trip and return to Nunavut 
within seven days of leaving Nunavut," 
according to the Department of Health.

The individual in question was initially 
tested on Jan. 18 but the positive result only 
came back the morning of Jan. 20, after the 
flight was already airborne, according to 
the Department of Health.

The medical traveller was taken to 
Qikiqtani General Hospital, isolated, and 
re-tested. 

By 3 p.m. the test was returned, and 
confirmed to be negative.

All passengers aboard the Canadian 
North flight FAB101 from Ottawa were 
then cleared by Public Health.

Chief public health officer Dr. Michael 
Patterson reiterated the need to stay vigilant 
and to follow current public health meas-
ures in place and to get the vaccine as soon 
as possible.

"Covid-19 is still a very real risk to our 
communities, and we must make certain we 
are prepared," he said.

Did we get it wrong?
Nunavut News is committed to getting facts and 

names right. With that goes a commitment to acknow-
ledge mistakes and run corrections. If you spot an error 
in Nunavut News/North, call (867) 979-5990 and ask to 
speak to an editor, or email editorial@nnsl.com. We'll 
get a correction or clarification in as soon as we can.

Passenger on inbound flight tested positive for Covid;  
Dept. of Health temporarily detained all passengers

Presumptive case on flight  
to Iqaluit confirmed negative

by Derek Neary/Trevor Wright 
Northern News Services

NNSL file photo

Travellers at the Iqaluit airport were temporarily detained while a med-
ical traveller that initially tested positive for Covid-19 was taken to hospi-
tal, isolated and re-tested.

NEws
Briefs

ᐊᐅᓪᓛᖅᑏᑦ ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓂ ᒥᑦᑕᕐᕕᖓᓂ ᓄᖅᑲᖓᑎᑕᐅᓚᐅᑲᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ 
ᐃᓅᓕᓴᖅᑕᐅᔭᖅᑐᖅᓯᒪᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ ᐊᐅᓪᓛᖅᑎᐅᔪᒥ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᕐᒥ ᐱᖃᕐᓂᕋᖅᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ 
ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓇᖅ-19–ᒥ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᕕᓕᐊᕈᔾᔭᐅᓚᐅᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ, ᐅᐸᒃᑕᐅᑦᑕᐃᓕᒪᑎᑕᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᖃᐅᔨᓴᖅᑕᐅᒃᑲᓐᓂᖅᖢᓂ.

feature news ᓄᓄᓄêΩËîΩÇéíÇÀî á·∆¿ÖÀî

Active cases: 1
Confirmed cases: 267
Recovered cases: 265
Total persons followed: 6,190
Current persons followed: 318
Completed tests in Nunavut: 2,655
Total vaccine doses given: 3,822

fact file

NuNavuT coviD-19 SiTuaTioN aS of JaN. 22

Source: Government of Nunavut Department of Health

Confirmed cases by community

Arviat: 223 (221 recovered)

Whale Cove: 23 (all recovered)

Rankin Inlet: 19 (all recovered)

Sanikiluaq: 2 (all recovered)

Total deaths in Nunavut: 1

fact file

expeDiTeD meDical Travel explaiNeD

Source: Government of Nunavut Department of Health

Procedures and treatment types 
not eligible for expedited medical 
travel include:
• all surgeries
• Non-surgical admissions to hos-
pital lasting more than eight hours
• Medevacs and Emergency 
Room visits
• Multiple appointments over more 
than two days
• Births
• Sleep studies
• Other high-risk procedures as 
assessed by a physician

Expedited medical travellers will:
• Stay at a Government of Nunavut Isolation site before 
and after their appointments
• Use Government of Nunavut provided transportation 
for all appointments and for travel to and from the airport
• Not visit locations other than the isolation site, sched-
uled appointments, and the airport
• Wear appropriate ppe during travel and appointment 
visits
• Follow all isolation requirements
• Adhere to all return travel requirements in place at the 
isolation sites
• Once back in territory, patients will be able to resume 
their activities as normal

ᖁᓪᓕᖅ ᐊᕐᓇᐃᑦ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖏᑦ 
ᖁᕕᐊᓱᒍᑎᖃᕐᓂᐊᖅᑐᑦ ᓯᓚᕐᔪᐊᒥ 

ᐊᕐᓇᐃᑦ ᐅᓪᓗᖓᓂ ᐊᔾᔨᓕᐅᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᓵᓚᒃᓴᐅᑎᖃᑦᑕᐅᑎᓂᐊᖅᑐᒥᒃ

ᓄᓇᕗᑦ
ᖁᓪᓕᖅ ᐊᕐᓇᐃᖅ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖏᑦ 

ᑐᓴᖅᑎᑦᑎᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᐊᔾᔨᓕᐅᕆᖃᑦᑕᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᓵᓚᒃᓴᐅᑎᖃᕐᓂᐊᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᓯᓚᕐᔪᐊᒥ ᐊᕐᓇᐃᑦ ᐅᓪᓗᖓᓂ 
2021, 'ᐊᖏᕐᕋᖅ ᐃᓚᒌᖕᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐱᔾᔪᑎᖃᕐᓂᖓᓄᑦ'.

ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᐊᐱᕆᔭᐅᓯᒪᕗᑦ ᐊᔾᔨᓕᐅᕆᖃᑦᑕᖁᔭᐅᓪᓗᑎᒃ 
ᐃᒻᒥᓂᒃ ᑕᑯᒃᓴᐅᑎᑦᑎᓗᑎᒃ ᖁᕕᐊᓱᖃᑎᒌᒃᑐᓂᒃ ᐃᓚᒥᖕᓂᒃ 
ᐋᓐᓂᐊᕐᓇᖏᑦᑐᒃᑯᓪᓗ ᐱᓕᕆᖃᑎᒌᖕᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ, 
ᐊᑐᓂᓗ ᐊᔾᔨᓕᐅᖅᑕᒥᖕᓂᒃ ᓇᒃᓯᐅᔾᔨᔪᑦ ᐱᖓᓱᓂᒃ 
ᓇᒃᓯᐅᔾᔨᔪᓐᓇᖅᑎᑕᐅᓂᐊᖅᖢᑎᒃ.

ᐆᒃᑑᑎᒋᔭᐅᔪᓐᓇᖅᑐᓂᒃ ᐊᔾᔨᓕᐅᖅᑕᐅᔪᑦ 
ᓲᕐᓗ ᐊᐅᓪᓛᖅᓯᒪᓗᑎᒃ ᐃᖃᓪᓕᐊᖅᓯᒪᓗᑎᒃ, 
ᐊᖑᓇᓱᐊᖃᑎᒌᒡᓗᑎᒃ ᓄᓇᒥ, ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᖁᕕᐊᓱᒍᑎᖃᕐᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᓇᓪᓕᐅᕐᓂᖅᓯᐅᖅᑐᖃᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ 
ᐃᓚᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᖃᑕᙳᑎᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᐊᖏᕐᕋᒥᖕᓂ 
ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᐊᔾᔨᓕᐅᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᓂᒃ ᐃᓚᒌᑦ ᐅᓐᓄᒃᑯᑦ 
ᐱᓐᖑᐊᖃᑎᒌᖕᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ.

ᑕᒪᕐᒥᒃ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥᐅᑦ ᑲᔪᖏᖅᓴᖅᑕᐅᕗᑦ 
ᓇᒃᓯᐅᔾᔨᖁᔭᐅᓪᓗᑎᒃ, ᖁᓕᐅᓂᐊᕐᒪᑕ ᓵᓚᒃᓴᐅᑎᒃᓴᐃᑦ 
ᑮᓇᐅᔭᑦ $200 ᓚᐃᑦ.

ᑐᑭᓯᒋᐊᒃᑲᓐᓂᕈᒪᔪᑦ, ᖃᐅᔨᒋᐊᕈᓐᓇᖅᐳᑦ ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓂ 
ᖁᓪᓕᒃᑯᑦ ᑎᑎᕋᕐᕕᖓᓐᓄᑦ ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓂ.

ᑕᑕᑎᒐᒃᓴᐃᑦ ᓇᓂᔭᐅᔪᓐᓇᖅᐳᑦ ᐃᑭᐊᖅᑭᕕᒃᑯᑦ 
ᐅᕙᓂ  www.QNSW.ca, ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᒋᐊᕐᓗᑎᑦ 
ᖃᕆᑕᐅᔭᒃᑯᑦ ᑎᑎᕋᕐᕕᒋᓗᒋᑦ ᐊᓪᓚᕕᖓᓄᓪᓘᓐᓃᑦ 
ᖃᐅᔨᒋᐊᕐᓗᓂ.

ᐊᔾᔨᓕᐅᖅᑕᐅᔪᑦ ᓇᒃᓯᐅᑎᔭᐅᒋᐊᖃᕐᓂᐊᖅᐳᖅ 
ᖃᕆᑕᐅᔭᒃᑯᑦ ᕕᕗᐊᕆ 26-ᖑᓚᐅᖏᓐᓂᐊᓂ.

please see Qulliit, page 12

ᐸᐅᒃᑑᑎᑦ ᐊᕐᓇᐃᑦ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖏᑦ 
ᐊᕐᕌᒍᑕᒫᖅᓯᐅᑎᒥᒃ ᑲᑎᒪᕐᔪᐊᕈᑎᖃᕐᓂᐊᖅᐳᑦ 

ᔭᓐᓄᐊᕆ 26 ᐊᒻᒪ 27-ᒥ
ᓄᓇᕗᑦ

ᐸᐅᒃᑑᑎᑦ ᐊᕐᓇᐃᑦ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖏᑦ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ 
ᑲᑎᒪᕐᔪᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᓂᐊᖅᐳᑦ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᑕᒫᖅᓯᐅᑎᒥᒃ ᔭᓐᓄᐊᕆ 26 
ᐊᒻᒪ 27-ᒥ. ᑕᕐᕆᔭᐅᑎᒃᑯᑦ ᐅᖓᓯᒃᑐᕋᐅᑎᓗᑎᒃ ᑕᓚᕖᓴᒃᑯᑦ 
ᑐᓴᖅᓴᐅᖃᑦᑕᐅᑎᓗᑎᒃ ᑕᐅᑐᖃᑦᑕᐅᑎᓗᑎᒡᓗ ᑲᑎᒪᓂᐊᖅᐳᑦ 
ᐱᔾᔪᑎᒋᓪᓗᒍ ᓄᕙᕐᔪᐊᕐᓇᖅ–19.

ᑐᑭᒧᐊᒃᑎᑎᔨᖏᑦᑕ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖏᑦ ᐅᓂᒃᑳᕈᑎᖃᕐᓂᐊᖅᐳᑦ 
ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᖅᓯᒪᓕᕐᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ 2019-2020–ᒥᓗ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᑦ 
ᓄᙳᐊᓂ. ᑲᑎᒪᔭᖅᑐᖃᑕᐅᓯᒪᓂᐊᖅᑐᑦ ᓄᓇᑦᓯᐊᒥᑦ, 
ᓄᓇᑦᓯᐊᕗᒥᑦ, ᓄᓇᕕᖕᒥᓪᓗ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥᓪᓗ ᐊᐱᕆᔭᐅᓯᒪᕗᑦ 
ᐃᓚᐅᓂᖃᖁᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᑲᑎᒪᕐᔪᐊᕐᓇᐅᓂᐊᖅᑐᒧᑦ, ᐃᓚᐅᑎᑕᐅᓪᓗᑎᒃ 
ᐊᕐᓇᐃᑦ ᖃᐅᓱᐃᑦᑐᒥᑦ, ᑭᒻᒥᕆᒻᒥᑦ ᓇᐅᔮᓂᓪᓗ.

ᓂᕈᐊᒐᒃᓴᙳᖅᑎᑦᑎᓂᐊᖅᐳᑦ ᓯᑕᒪᓂᒃ 
ᐃᓐᓄᒃᑕᐅᒋᐊᖃᖅᑐᓂᒃ ᑐᑭᒧᐊᒃᑎᑎᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖏᓐᓄᑦ, ᒪᕐᕉᒃ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ – ᕿᑭᖅᑕᓂ 
(ᓂᒋᐊᓂ) ᐊᒻᒪ ᕿᑎᕐᒥᐅᓂᑦ. ᓂᕈᐊᒐᒃᓴᙳᖅᑎᑕᐅᔪᑦ 
ᓂᕈᐊᒐᒃᓴᙳᖅᑎᑦᑎᔪᓪᓗ ᐊᕐᓇᐃᑦ ᐃᓅᒋᐊᖃᖅᐳᑦ 
ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂᑦ ᑐᑦᑕᕐᕕᖕᒥᑦ ᑕᒡᕙᖓᑦᓴᐃᓐᓈᕆᐊᖃᖅᐳᑦ. 
ᓄᓇᓕᕐᔪᐊᕐᒥᙶᖅᑐᑦ ᓄᓇᖃᕆᐊᖃᖅᐳᑦ ᑕᒡᕙᓂ 
ᑭᒡᒐᖅᑐᐃᕕᒋᔭᒥᖕᓂᑦ.

please see Pauktuttit, page 12

ᕙᓕᐹᖅᑎᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᕿᓂᖅᐳᑦ ᐃᑲᔪᕈᒪᔪᓂᒃ 
ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ ᐱᓐᖑᐊᕐᔪᐊᕐᓇᐅᓂᐊᖅᑐᒥ

ᓄᓇᕗᑦ
ᓄᕙᕐᔪᐊᕐᓇᖅ –19 ᐱᔾᔪᑎᒋᓪᓗᒍ 

ᐱᓐᖑᐊᖃᑎᒌᒍᓐᓇᖏᓐᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᕙᓕᐹᖅᑎᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ 
ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂᑦ ᕿᓂᖅᐳᑦ ᐱᙳᐊᕐᕕᐅᔪᓐᓇᕋᔭᖅᑐᒥ.

ᕙᓕᐹᖅᑎᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᖃᕆᑕᐅᔭᒃᑯᖏᓐᓂ 
ᑎᑎᕋᖅᓯᒪᔪᖅᑕᖃᕐᒪᑦ  ᐊᑭᓕᐅᑕᐅᔪᒃᓴᓂᒃ $2,000–ᓂᒃ 
ᐱᓐᖑᐊᖃᑕᐅᒍᒪᔪᓂᒃ.

'ᐱᓐᖑᐊᕐᔪᐊᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐊᖏᖅᑕᐅᔪᑦ' 
ᑐᒃᓯᕋᐅᑎᑦᑎᒎᕐᓂᐊᖅᐳᑦ ᐅᑯᓂᖓᓗ ᒪᓕᒋᐊᖃᖅᖢᑎᒃ:

ᑕᒪᕐᒥᒃ ᐱᓐᖑᐊᕐᓂᖏᑦ: ᑕᒪᕐᒥᒃ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᒥᐅᑦ 
ᐅᑭᐅᖃᖅᑐᑦ 13-ᓂᒃ ᐅᖓᑖᓄᑦ ᐃᓚᐅᒍᒪᔪᑦ 
ᐱᓐᖑᐊᖃᑕᐅᔪᓐᓇᖅᐳᑦ

ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓃᓐᓇᖅ: ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂᑦ ᐃᖏᕐᕋᔭᖃᑕᐅᓗᑎᒃ 
ᐃᓚᐅᓂᐊᕐᓗᑎᒃ ᐱᓐᖑᐊᕐᔪᐊᖃᑕᐅᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᐱᓐᖑᐊᖃᑎᒌᒍᓐᓇᕐᓂᐊᖏᓚᑦ. ᐅᑎᕐᓂᖅ 
ᕙᓕᐹᖃᑕᐅᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᒪᓕᒐᒃᓴᐃᑦ ᒪᓕᒃᑕᐅᑦᓯᐊᕆᐊᖃᖅᐳᑦ, 
ᖃᐅᔨᒋᐊᖅᑕᐅᔪᓐᓇᖅᖢᑎᒃ ᓱᓇᐅᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᕙᓕᐹᖅᑎᑦ 
ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᐃᑭᐊᖅᑭᕕᒃᑯᑦ ᖃᕆᑕᐅᔭᒃᑯᑦ.

ᑐᒃᓯᕋᐅᑎᑦ ᐱᔭᐅᒋᐊᖃᖅᖢᑎᒃ ᑕᑕᑎᒐᒃᓴᐃᑦ 
ᐃᓱᓕᓚᐅᖏᓐᓂᐊᓂ ᕕᕗᐊᕆ 1.

please see Volleyball, page 12
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Starting on Jan. 18, Nunavummiut were able 
to watch Canada's first all-Inuktut television 
channel, Uvagut TV ("Our" TV), launched by 
Nunavut Independent Television (NITV) and 
IsumaTV.

"For me Uvagut TV is a dream come true 
– to see Inuit culture and to hear our language 
full time on TV," said Lucy Tulugarjuk, NITV 
Chair and Executive Director as well as the 
director of the Inuit-language children's film, 
Tia and Piujuq.

"As our Elders pass away, we are fighting 
against time to keep Inuit culture and language 
alive for our children and grandchildren. TV in 
Inuktut all day every day is a powerful way to 
keep a living language for future generations."

Residents in Nunavut, NWT, Newfoundland 
and Labrador and Nunavik who subscribe to 
Shaw Direct Satellite or Artic Co-op will be 
able to view the channel with a basic subscrip-
tion. A live-stream of the channel also became 
available 24/7 at uvagut.tv on Jan. 18. 

Inuit Broadcasting Corporation (IBC) pro-
gramming can be viewed at the following times 
(EST):
•	6:30 a.m. to 8:30 a.m.: Takuginai Children's 

Show
•	1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.: IBC Prime – 

Archives, Takuginai 
•	5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.: Takuginai Children's 

Show
•	8:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.: IBC Prime – Archives 

and other Programs.
Manitok Thompson, CEO of IBC added in a 

press release that IBC Prime will include selec-

tions from IBC's extensive archives that date 
back to the late 1970s and early 1980s.

"I believe that Inuit deserve to see these 
programs," said Thompson. "They have a right 
to hear Inuktitut in their homes and learn 
more about their ancestors. Television is a tool 
parents and caregivers can use to help pass on 
the legacy their relatives left to them. Seeing 
their grandparents and great grandparents on 
television will help our young people connect 
to their culture and language."

There will also be programs and movies 
from various other companies, from Isuma, 
Arnait Video, Artcirq, Taqqut Productions and 
Kinulliit.

It will feature classics such as Atanarjuat 
The Fast Runner and new programs such 
as Silakut Live, From the Floe Edge and 
Tunnganarnil broadcasting live from the com-
munities and on the land.

"This is an exciting time for Nunavummiut, 
especially for those whose first language is 
Inuktut," said Mary Nirlungayuk, corporate 
secretary and vice-president of corporate ser-
vices at Arctic Co-operatives Limited. "A lot of 
work went into making this happen."

Uvagut TV is now available to watch online 
at uvagut.tv or isuma.tv.

Uvagut TV is also set to broadcast the 
Nunavut Impact Review Board hearings start-
ing Jan. 25.

In July 2020, Nunavut News' sister publica-
tion Kivalliq News reported on another Inuit 
language channel still currently in the works, 
Inuit TV which still awaits approval from the 
Canadian Radio-television and Telecommuni-
cations Commission.

– with files from Darrell Greer

'I believe that Inuit deserve to see these programs'

Levi Uttak photo courtesy of Isuma Distribution International 

Dr. Zacharias Kunuk, filmmaker, Nunavut Independent Television co-founder 
and head of IsumaTV, during the filming of One Day in the Life of Noah Piugat-
tuk, 2019.

ᓘᒃᑖᖅ ᓴᖅᑲᓕᐊᓯ ᑯᓄᒃ, ᑕᕐᕆᔭᓕᐅᖅᑎ, ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᐃᒻᒥᒃᑰᖅᑐᒥ ᑕᓚᕖᓴᒃᑯᓐᓄᑦ 
ᓇᓂᓯᔨᐅᖃᑕᐅᔪᖅ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐊᖓᔪᖅᑳᖑᔪᖅ ᐃᓱᒪ ᑕᓚᕖᓴ,ᒃᑯᓐᓄᑦ ᑕᕐᕆᔭᓕᐅᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ 
ᐊᑕᐅᓯᕐᒥ ᐅᓪᓗᕐᒥ ᓄᐊ ᐱᐅᒑᑦᑑᑉ ᐃᓅᓯᖓᓂ 2019.

by Trevor Wright 
 Northern News Services

Nunavut

First all Inuit-language television 
channel Uvagut TV launches

Blue Star Gold released the 
last of its 2020 drilling results 
on Thursday, including 14.95 
grams of gold per tonne over 
13.8 metres from the upper 
portion of the Flood Zone on 
the Ulu Property, approximate-
ly 210 kilometres southeast of 
Kugluktuk.

The lower portion of the 
Flood Zone yielded 9.65 grams 
of gold per tonne over six 
metres at a maximum depth of 
465 metres.

Blue Star Gold's 2020 drill 
program entailed 7,621 metres 
over 38 holes at the Ulu and 
Hood River properties.

The company's most recent 
resource estimate shows 
605,000 ounces of measured 
and indicated gold are believed 
to exist in the Flood Zone.

The company stated that 
a comprehensive geographic 
information system compila-
tion of all technical data is 
ongoing. Upon completion, an 
updated resource estimate is 
expected to be undertaken.

Blue Star Gold is also plan-
ning for a 2021 exploration 

program to expand resources 
at the Flood and Gnu deposits 
and to test high-priority tar-
gets nearby. The Ulu property 
encompasses approximately 
9.5 square km.

"There is excellent resource 
expansion potential at the 
Flood and Gnu Zone deposits, 
and strong potential for new 

discovery proximal to these 
deposits and regionally on the 
extensive landholdings held by 
the company," Blue Star Gold 
stated in a Jan. 14 news release.

The company also intends to 
further explore the 80-square-
km Hood River property, 
"where numerous high-grade 
gold showings exist."

Company intends to further explore  
high-priority targets nearby over 2021

by Derek Neary 
 Northern News Services

Kitikmeot

Blue Star Gold boasts promising 
drill results from Ulu property

photo courtesy of Blue Star Gold 

With its 2020 drill results now in hand, Blue Star 
Gold is planning an updated resource estimate for 
its Kitikmeot properties, where it previously esti-
mated 605,000 ounces of gold exist in the Flood 
Zone at the Ulu property.
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ᓄᓇᕐᔪᐊᒥ ᐊᖏᓛᖑᔪᖅ ᖃᕋᓴᐅᔭᑎᒍᑦ 
ᓂᐅᕕᕐᕕᐅᔪᖅ ᐊᖅᓵᖅᓯᕗᖅ ᓂᐅᕕᐊᒃᓴᖃᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐱᔪᓐᓇᕋᔭᓚᐅᖅᑕᖏᓐᓂ ᓄᓇᕘᑉ 
ᓂᐅᕕᖅᑕᐅᓂᐅᒐᔪᒃᑐᓄᑦ ᓯᕗᓕᐅᖅᑎᓂᑦ, 
ᐅᖃᖅᑐᓂ ᖃᓄᐃᓐᓂᖃᕈᓐᓇᖅᐳᖅ ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᔪᒥ 
ᑕᐃᒪᐃᖏᓐᓇᖅᐸᑦ.  

ᐊᑯᓂᐅᔪᒥ-ᓴᖅᑭᑎᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᒥ ᓂᐅᕕᖅᑎᒃᑯᑦ 
(North West Company) ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ 
ᑯᐊᐸᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᓕᐊᓇᐃᒍᓱᖕᓂᖃᕋᓗᐊᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ 
ᐊᖏᓂᖅᓴᐅᔪᓂ ᐅᑎᕐᕕᐅᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓇᕐᒥ 
ᐊᒥᓱᓄᑦ ᖃᓂᒻᒪᓐᓇᐅᔪᒥ, ᐃᒃᐱᒍᓱᒃᐳᑦ 
ᐳᔾᔪᒃᑕᐅᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᖃᖓᑕᓲᒐᓵᓗᖕᓂ ᑕᑖᖅᑐᓂ 
ᓇᒃᓯᐅᔾᔪᓯᐊᓂ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥᐅᑦ ᑎᑭᓴᖅᑕᖏᓐᓂ ᐅᕘᓇ 
ᐋᒥᓵᓐᑯᑎᒍᑦ (Amazon). 

"ᑕᒪᒃᑭᓕᒫᑦᑎᐊᑦ ᐋᒥᓵᓐᒥ (Amazon) 
ᕿᑐᑦᑐᒐᐅᔭᐃᑦ ᓄᖅᑲᖅᑎᑦᑎᕗᖅ ᐱᔪᓐᓇᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ ᓂᐅᕕᕐᕕᐅᔪᓂ ᐆᒪᔪᓐᓇᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ," 
ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᑐᐊᐃᓐ ᐅᐃᓪᓯᓐ, ᐊᖓᔪᖅᑳᑉ–
ᑐᖓᓕᖓ ᓇᖕᒥᓂᖃᖅᑎᐅᖃᑕᐅᔪᓄᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ ᑯᐊᐸᒃᑯᓐᓄᑦ. 

ᐊᓚᓐ ᑰᑎᔅ, ᐊᐅᓚᑦᑎᔨᐅᔪᖅ ᐃᓗᐊᒍᑦ 
ᐋᔩᖃᑎᒌᖕᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᓂᐅᕕᖅᑎᒃᑯᓐᓄᑦ (North 
West Company), ᓇᓗᓇᐃᖅᓯᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ "ᐋᒥᓵᓐ 
(Amazon) ᐃᓕᓯᓂᖓᓂ ᐊᒃᓱᕈᖅᑎᑦᑎᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐃᖏᕐᕋᐃᓐᓇᖅᑐᒥ ᑮᓇᐅᔭᓕᐅᕋᓱᐊᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ–ᑐᙵᕕᓕᖕᓂ ᓂᐅᕕᕐᕕᐅᔪᓄᑦ ᓲᕐᓗ 
ᐅᕙᑦᑎᓐᓂ."

ᐋᒥᓵᓐ (Amazon), ᒫᓐᓇᐅᔪᒥ, 
ᐱᐅᓯᒋᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᓇᓱᐊᖅᐳᑦ ᐅᓯᑲᑦᑕᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐱᔨᑦᑎᕋᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᓄᓇᕘᑉ ᐊᖓᔪᖅᑳᖃᕐᕕᖓᓄᑦ, 
ᐅᖃᐅᓯᖃᓚᐅᖅᖢᓂ ᐱᓕᕆᖃᑎᖃᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᑲᓇᐃᑎᐊᓐ 
ᓄᐊᑦᒥ ᑎᓯᐱᕆᒥ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᒪᑐᐃᖅᓯᓂᖏᓐᓂ 
ᐊᐃᒃᓯᕐᕕᒃᓴᒥ ᐃᒡᓗᕐᔪᐊᒥ ᓇᒃᓯᐅᔾᔪᓯᐊᓄᑦ ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓂ. 
ᑲᒻᐸᓂ ᑐᕌᖅᑎᑦᑎᓇᓱᐊᖅᐳᖅ ᑲᒪᒋᔭᖃᕐᓂᕐᒥ 
ᑎᑭᓴᖅᑕᐅᔪᓂ ᕿᓚᒻᒥᐅᑎᒋᔪᒥ ᐅᓪᓗᓂᑦ ᐱᖓᓱᓄᑦ.

ᐊᓯᖏᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᓄᓇᓕᐅᔪᑦ ᓂᕆᐅᒍᓐᓇᖅᐸᑦ 
ᑕᐃᒪᐃᑦᑐᒥ ᐱᔨᑦᑎᕋᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᓯᕗᓂᒃᓴᒥ?  

ᐋᒥᓵᓐ (Amazon) ᐅᖃᖅᑎᐅᔪᖅ ᑕᐃᕝ ᐸᐅᕗᕐ 
ᐅᖃᖅᐳᖅ, "ᐊᖏᒡᓕᒋᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐃᓱᒪᒋᓪᓗᒍ, 
ᐱᔨᑦᑎᕋᖅᓯᒪᕗᒍᑦ ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓂ ᐊᒥᓱᓄᑦ 
ᐊᕐᕌᒍᓄᑦ. ᖃᐅᔨᓴᐃᓐᓇᐅᔭᖅᐳᒍᑦ ᐃᓂᐅᔪᓂ 
ᐊᖏᒡᓕᒋᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᑐᓂᓯᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᓂᕈᐊᒐᒃᓴᐅᔪᓂ, 
ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᒫᓐᓇᐅᔪᒥ ᑕᐅᑐᒃᑕᑐᐊᖃᑲᐃᓐᓇᕐᓂᕗᑦ 
ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓃᑐᐃᓐᓇᖅᐳᖅ."

ᐱᖁᑎᑦ ᐱᔭᐅᔪᒪᓂᖅᐹᖑᔪᓂ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ 
ᐸᐅᕗᕐ ᐅᖃᕈᒪᓚᐅᙱᓚᖅ ᑭᓲᓂᖓᓂ. 

ᐊᒃᓱᕈᕈᑕᐅᔪᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐱᕚᓪᓕᕈᑎᑦ
ᐅᐃᓪᓯᓐ ᐊᒻᒪ ᑰᑎᔅ ᐅᖃᖅᐳᑦ ᑲᒻᐸᓂᖏᑦ 

ᓵᙵᕗᑦ ᖁᑦᑎᖕᓂᖅᓴᐅᔪᓂ ᐊᑭᓕᒐᒃᓴᓂ 
ᓂᐅᕕᕐᕕᖃᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᒪᓂᕋᕐᒥ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ. 

ᑯᐊᐸᒃᑯᑦ 32–ᓂ ᐃᓂᖃᖅᐳᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ 
ᐊᒻᒪ ᓄᓇᑦᓯᐊᕐᒥ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑕᐃᒃᑯᐊ ᓄᓇᓕᐅᔪᑦ 

ᑲᑎᙵᓂᖃᖅᑐᒥ ᐃᓄᒋᐊᖕᓂᖃᖅᐳᑦ 
ᐃᑲᔪᖅᓱᐃᓇᔭᙱᑦᑐᒥ ᐊᑕᐅᓯᑐᐊᒥ Canadian Tire 
ᓂᐅᕕᕐᕕᐅᔪᒥ ᖃᓪᓗᓈᑦ ᓄᓇᖓᓐᓂ, ᐅᖃᐅᓯᐅᓪᓗᓂ 
ᐅᐃᓪᓯᓐᒧᑦ.

ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᑐᑭᓯᐅᒪᑦᑎᐊᖅᐳᖅ ᖃᓄᐃᒻᒪᑦ 
ᓂᐅᕕᖅᐸᒃᑐᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᓂᐅᕕᕈᒪᕙᖕᓂᖏᓐᓂ 
ᐊᑭᑭᓐᓂᖅᓴᐅᔪᓂ ᐋᒥᓵᓐᑯᓐᓂ (Ama-
zon) ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᑕᐃᒪᐃᖏᓐᓇᕐᓂᐊᖅᐸᑦ, 
ᓂᐅᕕᕐᕖᑦ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ ᓅᑐᐃᓐᓇᕆᐊᖃᖅᐳᑦ 
ᓂᐅᕕᐊᒃᓴᖃᑐᐃᓐᓇᕐᓂᕐᒥ ᐱᖁᑎᓂᑦ ᐋᒥᓵᓐ (Ama-
zon) ᓂᐅᕕᐊᒃᓴᕆᕙᙱᑕᖏᓐᓂ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐊᑭᐅᔪᑦ 
ᑕᐃᒃᑯᓂᖓ ᐱᖁᑕᐅᔪᓄᑦ, ᓲᕐᓗ ᐱᕈᖅᑐᕕᓂᕐᓂ 
ᓚᑕᔅᒥ, ᖁᕝᕙᕆᐊᕐᓂᐊᖅᐳᑦ, ᐃᓱᒪᒃᓴᖅᓯᐅᕆᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ. 

ᑰᑎᔅ ᐊᒃᓱᕈᕈᑕᐅᔪᒥ ᐅᐸᒃᓯᒪᓗᓂ ᓂᐅᕕᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐊᑐᐃᓐᓇᖃᖅᑎᑦᑎᕗᖅ ᐱᐅᓂᖅᓴᐅᔪᓂ ᐋᒥᓵᓐ (Ama-
zon) ᐱᔪᓐᓇᙱᑕᖓᓂ. 

"ᐊᒥᓱᑦ ᓂᐅᕕᕆᐊᖅᐸᒃᑐᓂ ᑕᑯᔪᒪᓲᖑᕗᑦ 
ᐱᖁᑎᒥᒃ ᓂᐅᕕᓚᐅᖅᑳᕋᑎᒃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᐱᐅᒃᓴᕐᓂᖅᓴᐅᓲᖑᕗᑦ ᐱᖁᑎᖏᓐᓂ ᐱᑲᐅᑎᒋᓗᑎᒃ 
ᐃᕐᙲᓐᓇᑲᐅᑎᒋ," ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ. "ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑎᓂ 
ᐊᑐᐃᓐᓇᖃᖅᐳᑦ ᑭᐅᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐊᐱᖅᑯᑕᐅᔪᓂ, 
ᐅᑎᖅᑎᕆᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᐱᓕᕆᓗᑎᒃ, ᐊᓯᖏᓐᓂᓪᓗ. 
ᐱᔪᓐᓇᕐᓂᖃᕆᕗᒍᑦ ᓯᕐᓗᐊᕐᒥᐅᑕᖃᕐᓂᕐᒥ ᐱᖁᑎᓂᑦ, 
ᑕᐃᒫᒃ ᐅᓯᑲᑦᑕᕐᓂᖅ ᐊᒃᑐᖅᑕᐅᓂᖃᕈᓂ ᓯᓚᒧᑦ, 
ᓲᕐᓗ, ᐊᑦᑕᓇᔾᔭᐃᖅᓯᒪᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᓯᕐᓗᐊᕐᒥᐅᑕᖃᓲᖑᕗᒍᑦ 
ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑕᒪᓐᓇ ᐱᓪᓚᕆᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 
ᑕᐃᑲᓂᓗᒃᑖᖅ ᐊᒥᓱᓄᑦ ᖃᓂᒻᒪᓐᓇᐅᔪᒥ."

ᓂᐅᕕᖅᑎᒃᑯᑦ (North West Com-
pany) ᐃᑲᔪᖅᓱᐃᕗᖅ 925–ᓂ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔮᓂ 
ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓇᖕᒥᓂᖃᕐᓂᐅᔪᖅ ᐊᑐᖅᓯᒪᕗᖅ 
ᐅᓄᕐᓂᖅᓴᐅᔪᒥ $75 ᒥᓕᐊᓐᓂ ᓴᓇᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓄᑖᙳᕆᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᕐᔪᐊᖏᓐᓂ 
ᖄᖏᖅᓯᒪᓕᖅᑐᓂ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᓄᑦ ᑕᓪᓕᒪᓄᑦ, ᑰᑎᔅ 
ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ.

ᖄᒃᑲᓐᓂᐊᒍᑦ, ᑐᓂᕐᕈᑎᓂᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᑐᓐᓂᖅᑯᑎᒋᔭᐅᔪᓂ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓄᑦ ᐱᔾᔪᑕᐅᔪᓄᑦ. 
ᓂᐅᕕᖅᑎᒃᑯᑦ (North West Company) 
ᐱᓕᕆᔨᐅᖃᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᐆᒧᖓ $3.6-ᒥᓕᐊᓐᓂ 
ᓂᕿᓄᑦ ᓂᐅᕕᕈᓐᓇᐅᑎᓂᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓂᕿᓂᒃ 
ᐴᖅᓯᒪᔪᓂ ᐱᓕᕆᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᒃᑐᖅᑕᐅᓴᕋᐃᑦᑐᓄᑦ 
ᓄᓇᖃᖅᑎᐅᔪᓄᑦ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᓕᒫᒥ ᑕᐃᑲᓂ 
ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓇᖅ ᐊᒥᓱᓄᑦ ᖃᓂᒻᒪᓐᓇᐅᔪᒥ. 
ᐱᙳᐊᖅᑎᐅᔪᓄᑦ ᑲᑎᙵᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐊᓯᖏᓐᓂ 
ᑲᑎᙵᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᐅᐸᒐᔪᒃᐳᑦ ᑲᒻᐸᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᑮᓇᐅᔭᓂᒃ 
ᐱᕈᖅᓴᐃᓇᓱᐊᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ. 

"ᐅᐱᑉᐳᒍᑦ ᐃᑲᔪᖅᓱᐃᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᑐᓂᓯᕙᖕᓂᑦᑎᓐᓂ 
ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓄᑦ ᑲᑐᔾᔨᖃᑎᒌᖑᔪᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ 
ᖃᓄᐃᓐᓂᐅᔪᓄᑦ; ᒪᓐᓇᒧᑦ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᒧᑦ ᑎᑭᑦᑐᒧᑦ, 
ᓂᐅᕕᕐᕕᖕᒥ–ᑭᒡᓕᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᑐᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓄᑦ 
ᑐᓐᓂᖅᑯᑎᒋᔭᖏᖕᓂ ᐊᖏᒡᓕᒋᐊᖅᓯᒪᕗᖅ 
73 ᐳᓴᓐᑎᒥ. ᐊᖏᒍᓂ ᒥᑭᒃᑯᓂᓘᓐᓃᑦ, ᐅᑯᐊ 
ᐃᑲᔪᖅᓱᐃᓂᐅᔪᑦ ᐊᔪᕐᓇᙱᑎᑕᐅᓲᖑᕗᑦ ᓄᓇᓕᐅᑉ–
ᐃᓗᐊᓂ ᐱᓕᕆᖃᑎᖃᕐᓂᑦᑎᓐᓂ ᓂᐅᕕᖅᐸᒃᑐᓄᑦ," 

ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᑰᑎᔅ.
ᐅᐃᓪᒥᓐ ᐃᓱᒪᒃᓴᖅᓯᐅᕆᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᑭᓱᒥᒃ 

ᐋᒥᓵᓐ (Amazon) ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᕈᒪᓇᔭᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂ 
ᐃᑲᔪᖅᓱᐃᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ ᐱᔾᔪᑕᐅᔪᓄᑦ.

'ᐅᖃᐅᓯᐅᓂᖓ ᓱᔪᒃᑎᑦᑎᓴᕋᐃᑉᐳᖅ'
ᑯᕆᔅ ᐅᐃᔅᑦ, ᐃᓱᒻᒥᖅᑐᐃᔨ ᕿᑭᖅᑖᓗᖕᒥ 

ᓇᖕᒥᓂᖅ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᕐᕕᓕᖕᓄᑦ ᑲᑐᔾᔨᖃᑎᒌᖑᔪᓂ, 
ᑕᑯᔪᓐᓇᖅᐳᖅ ᐱᔪᒪᓂᕆᔭᐅᓂᖓᓂ ᐋᒥᓵᓐᑯᓐᓂ 
(Amazon) ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᐱᐅᙱᔾᔪᑎᒋᔭᖏᓐᓂ 
ᓴᖅᑭᔮᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂ. 

"ᓱᔪᒃᑎᑦᑎᓴᕋᐃᑉᐳᖅ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᐅᓂᖓᓂ 
ᐅᖃᐅᓯᖃᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ ᓂᐅᕕᖃᑦᑕᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐊᔭᐅᕇᓐᓇᐅᔭᓪᓗᐊᖅᐳᒍᑦ ᐃᓄᖕᓂ 

ᐃᑲᔪᖅᓱᐃᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᓇᖕᒥᓂᕆᔭᐅᔪᓂ ᐃᑲᔪᖅᓱᐃᕙᒃᑐᓂ 
ᐊᕐᕌᒍᓕᒫᒥ," ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ. "ᐊᒥᓱᑦ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ 
ᓇᖕᒥᓂᕆᔭᕗᑦ ᐅᑎᖅᑎᕆᓲᖑᕗᑦ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓄᑦ 
ᐱᔨᑦᑎᕋᖅᑕᖏᓐᓂ. ᑐᑭᓯᐅᒪᓪᓗᓂ ᐊᑭᖓᓂ 
ᐊᔾᔨᒋᙱᓐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐃᓱᒫᓘᑎᕐᔪᐊᖑᓂᖓᓂ 
ᐅᖃᐅᓯᖃᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᐋᒥᓵᓐᑯᓐᓂ (Ama-
zon) ᑕᒪᒃᑭᒐᓚᖕᓄᑦ ᐱᖁᑕᐅᔪᓄᑦ, 
ᑕᐅᑐᒃᑕᑐᐊᖃᑲᐃᓐᓇᕆᐊᖃᕋᔭᖅᐳᒍᑦ ᐱᖁᑎᓂᑦ 
ᐊᑐᐃᓐᓇᐅᙱᑐᐃᓐᓇᕆᐊᖃᖅᑐᓂ ᐊᒥᓱᓂ 
ᓄᓇᓕᐅᔪᓂ ᐃᓚᒋᔭᖃᖅᑐᓂ."

'ᑕᒪᒃᑭᓕᒫᑦᑎᐊᑦ ᐋᒥᓵᓐᒥ (Amazon) ᕿᑐᑦᑐᒐᐅᔭᐃᑦ ᓄᖅᑲᖅᑎᑦᑎᕗᖅ ᐱᔪᓐᓇᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ  
ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ ᓂᐅᕕᕐᕕᐅᔪᓂ ᐆᒪᔪᓐᓇᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ,' ᐅᖃᖅᐳᖅ ᑯᐊᐸᒃᑯᓐᓂ ᐃᓱᒻᒥᖅᑎᐅᔪᒥ

ᐋᒥᓵᓐ ᑮᓯᓂᖃᖅᐳᖅ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ ᓂᐅᕕᕐᕕᒐᓚᐅᔪᓂ

fact
file

ᓂᐅᕕᖅᑎᒃᑯᑦ (North West Company)  
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ ᑯᐊᐸᒃᑯᑦ ᑮᓇᐅᔭᓕᐊᖏᑦ  
ᐊᒻᒪ ᑐᓐᓂᖅᑯᑎᒋᔭᖏᑦ

ᓇᑭᙶᕐᓂᖓ: ᓂᐅᕕᖅᑎᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ ᑯᐊᐸᒃᑯᑦ

• ᓂᐅᕕᖅᑎᒃᑯᑦ (North West Company) ᐊᐅᓚᑦᑎᔨᐅᕗᑦ 118–ᓂ ᓂᐅᕕᖅᑎᒃᑯᓐᓂ ᓂᕿᑖᕐᕕᓂᑦ 
ᐊᒻᒪ ᑕᒪᐃᑎᒍᑦ ᓂᐅᕕᐊᒃᓴᒃᓴᓂ ᓂᐅᕕᕐᕕᓄᑦ, 7–ᓂ ᐊᖏᓂᖅᓴᓂ NorthMart–ᓂ ᓂᐅᕕᕐᕕᓂᑦ 
ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᒥᓱᓂ ᓂᐅᕕᕐᕕᕋᓛᖑᔪᓂᑦ ᐅᐊᖕᓇᒥ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ. ᑲᒻᐸᓂᐅᔪᖅ ᐊᐅᓚᑦᑎᓲᖑᒋᕗᑦ 
ᐊᔾᔨᒌᙱᕈᓘᔭᖅᑐᓂ ᐊᓯᖏᓐᓂ ᓇᖕᒥᓂᕆᔭᐅᔪᓂ ᓇᒥᑐᐃᓐᓇᖅ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᓛᔅᑲᒥ. 

• ᑕᖅᑭᓂ 9–ᓂ 12-ᓂ 2020–ᒥ ᑲᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᓂᐅᕕᐊᒃᓴᐅᔪᓂ ᑎᑭᐅᑎᔪᓄᑦ $553 ᒥᓕᐊᓐᓂ, 
ᑮᓇᐅᔭᓕᐊᑦ ᓇᖕᒥᓂᖁᑎᒋᔭᒥᑦ ᐲᖅᓯᕕᐅᓚᐅᖅᑎᓐᓇᒋᑦ ᐱᕈᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ 9.3 ᐳᓴᓐᑎᒥ. 

• ᑕᖅᑭᓂ 6–ᓂ, ᑲᒻᐸᓂᐅᔪᖅ ᐅᓂᒃᑳᕆᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᑕᒪᐃᑎᒍᑦ ᓂᐅᕕᖅᑕᐅᓂᐅᔪᓂ $648.5 
ᒥᓕᐊᓐᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐲᔭᐃᕝᕕᐅᓚᐅᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᑮᓇᐅᔭᓕᐊᖏᓐᓂ $62.6 ᒥᓕᐊᓐᓂ. ᓇᖕᒥᓂᓖᑦ 
ᑮᓇᐅᔭᓕᐊᖏᑦ ᐊᑭᓕᖅᑕᐅᔪᓂ ᓇᖕᒥᓂᖃᖅᑎᐅᖃᑕᐅᔪᓄᑦ ᖁᕝᕙᕆᐊᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 3 ᓴᓐᔅᓄᑦ ᐊᑐᓂ 
ᓇᖕᒥᓂᖃᖅᑎᐅᔾᔪᑎᒥᑦ 36 ᓴᓐᔅᓄᑦ.

• ᐃᓄᓕᒫᓄᑦ ᑕᐅᖅᓰᔭᐅᔪᖅ ᐊᒥᐊᒃᑯᖏᑦ ᐃᓚᒋᔭᐅᔾᔪᑎᒃᓴᖏᓐᓄᐊᖅᑕᐅᔪᑦ ᑕᐅᖅᓰᓂᐅᔪᒥ, 
ᓇᖕᒥᓂᖃᖅᑎᐅᔾᔪᑎᑦ ᓂᐅᕕᖅᑎᒃᑯᑦ (North West Company) ᐊᑭᖃᓪᓗᐊᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ $3.17–
ᒥ ᕕᕈᐊᕆ 1, 1995–ᒥ ᐊᑭᖃᓪᓗᐊᓕᖅᐳᑦ $32–ᑲᓴᖕᒥ ᐅᓪᓗᒥᐅᔪᒥ.  

• ᓂᐅᕕᕐᕕᐅᔪᑦ ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᑐᓐᓂᖅᓴᐃᓂᖓᓂ ᑭᒡᓕᐅᔪᖅ ᐊᖏᒡᓕᒋᐊᖅᓯᒪᓂᖏᓐᓂ $2.6 ᒥᓕᐊᓐᓂ 
ᑭᐅᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓇᖅ-19 ᐊᒥᓱᓄᑦ ᖃᓂᒻᒪᓐᓇᐅᔪᒥ ᐃᓱᐊᓂ ᑕᖅᑭᓄᑦ 6–ᓄᑦ.

• ᔫᓂᒥ, ᑲᒻᐸᓂᐅᔪᑦ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ $1 ᒥᓕᐊᓐᓂ ᐃᑲᔪᖅᓱᐃᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᙱᑦᑐᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᐊᒻᒪ ᖃᓄᐃᙱᑦᑎᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒧᑦ ᒪᒃᑯᒃᑐᓄᑦ ᐅᐊᖕᓇᒥ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᐅᕘᓇ ᐃᒡᓘᑉ–ᐃᓗᐊᒍᑦ ᑮᓇᐅᔭᓂᑦ 
ᐱᕈᖅᓴᐃᓂᐅᕙᒃᑐᓄᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᒪᔭᐅᔪᒥ Healthy Horizons Foundation–ᒥ.

• ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ ᑯᐊᐸᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᐅᓚᑦᑎᕗᑦ 32–ᓂ ᑯᐊᐸᒃᑯᓐᓂ ᓂᐅᕕᕐᕕᓂ ᓄᓇᕗᓕᒫᒥ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᓄᓇᑦᓯᐊᕐᒥ. 

• ᑲᒻᐸᓂᐅᑉ ᒫᓐᓇᓕᓴᐅᓛᖑᔪᒥ ᑎᑎᕋᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᒥ ᓂᐅᕕᖅᑕᐅᔪᓂ ᐃᑭᐊᖅᑭᕕᖓᓐᓂ 2018–ᒨᖓᕗᖅ 
ᓈᓴᐅᑎᐅᔪᑦ ᓇᖏᕐᓂᖃᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ $230 ᒥᓕᐊᓐᓂ. 

• ᐃᓚᒋᔭᐅᓂᐅᔪᓄᑦ ᐃᑲᔪᖅᓯᖅᑕᐅᓂᐅᔪᓄᑦ ᐊᑭᓕᖅᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᓄᑦ ᐃᓚᒋᔭᐅᔪᓄᑦ ᑯᐊᐸᒃᑯᓐᓂ 2018–ᒥ 
ᑲᑎᓕᒫᕐᓗᒍ $10.8 ᒥᓕᐊᓐ–ᖑᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ.

photo courtesy of Canadian North

Iqaluit is now a shipping hub for Amazon Prime customers, after the web-giant 
formalized a partnership with Canadian North, but how will this affect business 
on the local scale?

ᐃᖃᓗᐃᑦ ᒫᓐᓇ ᐅᓯᑲᑦᑕᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐃᓂᐅᓕᖅᐳᖅ ᐋᒥᓵᓐ (Amazon) Prime–ᒧᑦ ᓂᐅᕕᖅᐸᒃᑐᓄᑦ, 
ᖃᕋᓴᐅᔭᑎᒍᑦ–ᐃᓄᒃᐸᓱᒡᔪᒃ ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓱᐃᓚᐅᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᖃᑎᖃᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᑲᓇᐃᑎᐊᓐ ᓄᐊᑦᒥ, 
ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᖃᓄᖅ ᐊᕐᑐᐃᓂᖃᕐᓂᐊᖅᐸ ᓇᖕᒥᓂᖃᕐᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ ᐱᓕᕆᓂᐅᔪᒥ?
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The world's largest digital retailer is 
grabbing market share from Nunavut's 
traditional sales leaders, who say there 
could be consequences if the trend con-
tinues.  

Although the long-established North 
West Company and Arctic Co-operatives 
Ltd. are enjoying greater returns during 
the Covid pandemic, they are feeling 
the pinch from the planeloads of parcels 
that  Nunavummiut are ordering through 
Amazon. 

"Every one of those Amazon boxes 
hinders the ability of the local retailers to 
survive," said Duane Wilson, vice-presi-
dent of stakeholder relations for Arctic 
Co-operatives. 

Ellen Curtis, manager of internal com-
munication with the North West Com-
pany, acknowledged that "Amazon places 
stress on the ongoing investments by com-
munity-based retailers like ourselves."

Amazon, meanwhile, is striving to 
improve its shipping service to Nunavut's 
capital, having announced a partnership 
with Canadian North in December and 
opening a pick-up hub for parcels in 
Iqaluit. The company is aiming to fulfill 
orders in as few as three days.

Could other Nunavut communities 
expect such service in the future?  

Amazon spokesperson Dave Bauer 
says, "As far as expansion is concerned, 
we've been servicing Iqaluit for many 
years. We're always evaluating areas to 
expand delivery options, but currently our 
focus remains on Iqaluit."

Mayor Kenny Bell said 200,000 Ama-
zon parcels arrived in Iqaluit in 2019. 
Bauer said that figure is incorrect, but he 
declined to provide an alternative number. 

Whether Amazon enjoys a discounted 
rate or fixed price through Canada Post 
also remains a mystery.

"We do not disclose details of con-
tractual agreements with our customers," 
stated Canada Post spokesperson Nicole 
Lecompte.

Christina Tricomi, media relations 
with Crown-Indigenous Relations and 
Northern Affairs Canada, confirmed that 
Amazon is not registered with Nutri-
tion North Canada, a federal government 
program that lowers shipping rates on 
grocery orders and other essential house-
hold items. 

"We understand that for the most part, 
Amazon's northern sales currently focus 
on non-perishable food and non-food 
items," said Tricomi.

The products that are in greatest 
demand in the North is something else 
Bauer declined to disclose. 

Wilson and Curtis say their companies 
face higher costs by having stores on the 
ground in the North. 

The Co-op has 32 locations in Nunavut 
and the NWT and those communities 
have a combined population that wouldn't 
support a single Canadian Tire store in the 
south, according to Wilson.

He said he completely understands 
why consumers in Nunavut are enticed to 
buy items at lower prices from Amazon 
but as that continues to happen, stores in 
the North may move towards only selling 
items that Amazon doesn't, and the cost 
of those items, such as lettuce, will rise, 
he reasoned. 

In-person advantage
Curtis contended that in-person shop-

ping offers advantages that Amazon can-
not. 

"Many customers prefer to see a prod-
uct before they buy it and most prefer 
to have their item(s) immediately," she 
stated. "There are staff on hand to answer 
questions, process returns, etc. We also 
have the ability to warehouse product, so 
if transportation is impacted by weather, 
for example, we have safety stock for 
the community and this was extremely 
critical throughout the pandemic."

In regards to employment, the North 
West Company supports 925 jobs in 
Nunavut and the business has spent more 
than $75 million in building and renovat-
ing its facilities in the territory over the 
past five years, she said.

In addition, there are grants and dona-
tions toward local causes. The North 
West Company was one of the partners 
behind a $3.6-million grocery voucher 
and hamper campaign for vulnerable resi-
dents across the North during the Covid 
pandemic, Curtis noted. Sports teams and 
other groups often approach the company 
in advance of fundraisers. 

"We are proud of the support we 
provide to community organizations and 
for community events; year-to-date, store-
level spending toward community dona-
tions has increased by 73 per cent. Big or 
small, these contributions are made pos-

sible because of our in-community rela-
tionships with our customers," said Curtis.

Wilson pondered what Amazon would 
be willing to do to assist local causes.

"What would the donation scene look 
like in Iqaluit if every business decided to 
say, 'We'll happily donate X up to a max-
imum of this, matching what Amazon 
gives you?'" he asked. 

The North's retailers have seen sales 
climb during the pandemic, largely due 
to far fewer shopping trips in the south 
for Northerners and federal aid programs 
putting more money in some consumers' 
pockets. 

Curtis said the North West Company 
earns about four cents of profit from 
every dollar of sales. The remainder, she 
added, goes towards transportation, rent, 
utilities, maintenance, services and wages 
– which were increased for staff during 
the pandemic. 

She also pointed out that the 2018 
Government of Nunavut Price Survey 
showed that the average food basket in 
the 21 communities served by her com-
pany was $170.25 compared to $189.52 
in communities without a Northern or 
NorthMart.

Wilson asserted that there's "no motiv-
ation for a community Co-op to take 
advantage of a situation as it pertains to 
pricing because its owners are the same 
people using the services. It's not an 
anonymous shareholder somewhere – it's 
their neighbours, it's their family, it's their 
friends."  

Arctic Co-operatives Limited has 
diversified its businesses in the North – 
branching out into hotels, cable television 
services and fuel distribution – to offset 
down years in the retail business, Wilson 
added.

Chris West, executive director of the 
Baffin Regional Chamber of Commerce, 
can see the appeal of Amazon but also the 
drawbacks it poses. 

"It is a sensitive subject as far as shop-
ping local is concerned as we should 
always encourage people to support the 
businesses that support them throughout 
the year," he said. "Many of our local 
businesses give back to the commun-
ities they serve. While understanding that 
price difference is a major concern when 
you talk about Amazon on most items, we 
would have to focus on items that may not 
be available in many communities where 
we have members."

'Every one of those Amazon boxes hinders the ability  
of the local retailers to survive,' says Co-op executive

The towering stacks 
of Amazon parcels 
that used to occupy 
more and more floor 
space at the post 
office in Iqaluit are 
now sent to Amazon's 
pick-up hub, which 
opened in December, 
in the capital city. The 
global retail giant has 
been making inroads 
in Iqaluit for years. 

Trevor Wright/NNSL photo

ᖁᓕᕇᕌᓗᐃᑦ ᐋᒥᓵᓐ (Amazon) ᓇᒃᓯᐅᔾᔪᓯᐊᓂ ᐃᓂᖃᓚᐅᖅᑐᓂ ᓇᑎᖓᓐᓂ ᐃᓂᒋᔭᐅᔪᒥ ᑎᑎᖅᑲᑯᕕᖕᒥ ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓂ 
ᓇᒃᓯᐅᔾᔭᐅᕙᓕᖅᐳᑦ ᐋᒥᓵᓐᑯᑦ (Amazon) ᐊᐃᒃᓯᕐᕕᖓᓄᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᕐᔪᐊᒧᑦ ᐊᖓᔪᖅᑳᖃᕐᕕᖕᒥ ᓄᓇᓕᐸᐅᔭᒥ, ᒪᑐᐃᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ 
ᑎᓯᐱᕆᒥ. ᓄᓇᕐᔪᐊᒥ ᓂᐅᕕᕐᕕᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᖓᔪᒻᒪᕆᐊᓗᒃ ᐃᖏᕐᕋᕙᓪᓕᐊᓂᖃᖅᓯᒪᕗᖅ ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓂ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᒐᓴᓄᑦ.

by Derek Neary 
 Northern News Services

iqaluit

Amazon takes a bite out of Northern sales
news  ÄªØflî

fact
file

NorTh WeST compaNy 
aND arcTic co-operaTiveS 
earNiNGS aND DoNaTioNS

Source: North West Company and Arctic Co-operatives

• The North West Company is the operator of 118 North-
ern food and general merchandise stores, seven larger 
NorthMart stores and numerous Quickstop convenience 
stores in Northern Canada. The company also runs a var-
iety of other businesses elsewhere in Canada and Alaska.   
• Third quarter 2020 combined sales amounted to $553 
million, while gross profit rose by 9.3 per cent.   
• In the second quarter, the company reported overall 
sales of $648.5 million and net earnings of $62.6 million. 
The dividend paid to shareholders was raised by three 
cents per share to 36 cents.  
• Publicly traded on the Toronto Stock Exchange, shares in 
the North West Company that were valued at $3.17 on Feb. 
1, 1995 are worth nearly $32 today.  
• The retailer stated that its donation levels had increased 
by $2.6 million in response to the Covid-19 pandemic as 
of the end of the second quarter.  
• In June, the company announced $1 million in support 
of the health and well-being of youth in Northern Canada 
through an in-house charity known as the healthy hor-
izons Foundation.  
• Arctic Co-operatives Ltd. controls 32 co-op stores 
across Nunavut and the NWT. 
• The company's most recently published sales on its 
website dates back to 2018 when the figure stood at $230 
million.  
• Patronage paid back to member Co-ops in 2018 totalled 
$10.8 million.  
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The Hamlet of Pond Inlet 
has communicated how Baffin-
land Iron Mines can secure the 
municipality's support for the 
expansion of the Mary River 
iron mine, which lies 160 kilo-
metres south of the community. 

The mining company 
would have to incrementally 
raise its production of iron ore 
by 1.5 million tonnes per year 
to reach its near-term goal of 
12 million tonnes annually, 
from the current six million 
tonnes, states a Dec. 29 letter 
signed by Pond Inlet Mayor 
Joshua Arreak. The limited 
pace would help limit damage 
to the environment and wild-
life, according to the letter.

"A sudden increase in 
production from six to 10 or 
12 million tonnes per year is 
incompatible with a commit-
ment to adaptive management," 
the letter states. "Making a 
large change that may affect an 
ecosystem, and then studying 
the results and attempting to 
make these changes 'after the 
fact' amounts to conventional, 
reactionary and often 'crisis' 
management."

The hamlet also demands 
a firm commitment from 
Baffinland to increase its Inuit 
workforce by 2.6 per cent per 
year in each of those four years 
of incremental production 
increases. The letter indicates 
that Inuit employment fell to 
12.8 per cent in 2019 from 15.4 
per cent in 2016 and has never 
reached the 25 per cent target.

The letter also calls for ice-
breaking to only to begin in 
Milne Inlet and Eclipse Sound 
two weeks after the ice is no 
longer landfast – intact in shal-
lower areas along the coast. 
The Mittimatalik Hunters and 
Trappers Organization would 
be given the discretion to 
decide exactly when ice-break-
ing can proceed so that marine 
mammals, which are hunted 
for sustenance, are not harmed 
or driven away by ships.     

Finally, the letter also 
expresses support "in prin-
ciple" for the concept of the 
Inuit Stewardship Plan con-
tained within the Inuit Cer-
tainty Agreement, which was 
reached between the Qikiqtani 
Inuit Association (QIA) and 
Baffinland last year. 

"The hamlet recognizes 
the importance of a greatly 
enhanced role for Inuit in 
decision-making related to the 
environmental, socio-econom-
ic and cultural impacts of the 
current project, and any fur-
ther project development," the 
letter reads.

Nunavut News reached 
Arreak four times by phone 
between Jan. 8 to 11. Each 
time he said he was in a meet-

ing or about to enter a meeting. 
He did not return a message 
left on the morning on Jan. 12. 

Megan Lord-Hoyle, Baffin-
land's vice-president of sus-
tainable development, sent the 
following statement: "Baffin-
land is taking the necessary 
time to review the proposals 
put forward by the Hamlet 
of Pond Inlet and will ensure 
each item is reviewed in the 
context of the overall viability 
of the phase two proposal. We 
look forward to providing a 
written response to the mayor 
prior to the recommencement 
of the phase two public hearing 
scheduled for Jan. 25, 2021."

Merlyn Recinos, mayor of 
Iglulik, was one of the sig-
natories to a Aug. 25 com-
munique from North Baffin 
communities that expressed 
opposition to the Inuit Certain-
ty Agreement. That deal pro-
vides a broad range of benefits 
in return for the QIA's endorse-
ment of expansion at the Mary 
River iron mine. 

Recinos said he had 
advanced knowledge that the 
Hamlet of Pond Inlet was 
going to release its terms and 
conditions to support Mary 
River phase two, but he said 
the Hamlet of Iglulik is call-
ing for  representatives from 
all five affected North Baffin 
communities – Sanirajak, Arc-
tic Bay and Clyde River being 
the others – to meet in Iqaluit 
in advance of the resumption 
of the Nunavut Impact Review 
Board hearings for phase two 
later this month. 

"We have been united 
with the five communities 
for the (Mary River) project 
as we understood that that's 
the only way for us to move 
forward was to find unity," 
said Recinos. "So we're really 
looking forward to that meet-
ing (in late January) for us to 
be able to have more clarity 
in regards to where they (the 
Hamlet of Pond Inlet) stand 
and their rationale behind their 
decision."   

Recinos also said there's 
been an attempt to develop 
"the skeleton" of the Inuit Cer-
tainty Agreement, in partner-
ship with the QIA, in regards 
to how that deal would benefit 
the affected North Baffin com-
munities.  

Qia to hosting  
further discussions

QIA announced on the 
afternoon of Jan. 18 that it 
will seek additional feedback 
from the affected communities 
before reaching a final conclu-
sion pertaining to Baffinland 
Iron Mines' proposed phase 
two expansion at the Mary 
River mine. 

"Our board wants to ensure 
that we have all the informa-
tion before making our final 

decision regarding the expan-
sion of the Mary River mine," 
QIA President P.J. Akeeagok 
said following three days of 
"full and productive" discus-
sions with community stake-
holders last week. "Ultimately, 
we want to ensure that the 
decision we make results in the 

best outcomes for Qikiqtani 
Inuit, specifically those com-
munities impacted by this pro-
posal."

The affected communities 
are Pond Inlet, Sanirajak, Iglu-
lik, Clyde River and Arctic Bay.

The QIA board received 
formal written or oral feed-

back from the mayors and the 
chairs of hunters and trappers 
organizations in each impacted 
community, the QIA stated in 
a news release.

QIA staff will reach out 
to Pond Inlet early this week 
to further discuss that com-
munity's position on the Mary 

River phase two proposal, 
according to the news release.

The association's board of 
directors expects to reach a 
decision before the commence-
ment of the Nunavut Impact 
Review Board's final public 
hearing, which is scheduled 
for Jan. 25.

Letter signed by mayor lays out terms and conditions for approval

photo courtesy of Baffinland Iron Mines

If production of iron ore at the Mary River mine is going to rise from the exiting six million tonnes per 
year to 12 million tonnes per year, it must be done in annual increments of an additional 1.5 million tonnes 
over four years, the Hamlet of Pond Inlet is insisting. 

ᓴᖅᑭᑎᕆᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᓴᕕᕋᔭᒃᓴᒥ ᓄᓘᔭᕐᓂ ᐅᔭᕋᖕᓂᐊᕐᕕᖓᓂ ᖁᕝᕙᕆᐊᕐᓂᐊᕈᓂ ᐱᑕᖃᖅᐸᒌᖅᑐᒥ 6 ᒥᓕᐊᓐ ᑕᓐᓂ 12 ᒥᓕᐊᓐ 
ᑕᓐᓄᑦ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᑕᒫᒥ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᑕᒫᒧᑦ, ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᔭᕆᐊᖃᖅᐳᖅ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᑕᒫᒥ ᐊᖏᒡᓕᕙᓪᓕᐊᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᖄᒃᑲᓐᓂᐊᒍᑦ 1.5 ᒥᓕᐊᓐ ᑕᓐᓄᑦ 
ᐊᕐᕌᒍᓄᑦ ᑎᓴᒪᓄᑦ, ᕼᐋᒻᓚᒃᑯᑦ ᒥᑦᑎᒪᑕᓕᖕᒥ ᐱᓕᕆᖁᔨᕗᖅ.

by Derek Neary 
 Northern News Services

North Baffin

Hamlet of Pond Inlet opens 
door to Mary River expansion

news  ÄªØflî
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Editorial & opinions
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ᑭᖑᓪᓕᖅᐹᖑᔪᒧᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᐊᕙᑎᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ 
ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖏᑦ (NIRB) ᑐᓵᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐹᕙᓐᓛᓐᑯᑦ 
ᑐᒃᓯᕋᖅᑕᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᖏᒡᓕᒋᐊᖅᑎᑕᐅᓇᓱᐊᕐᓂᖓᓂ 
ᓴᖅᑭᑎᑦᑎᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᓄᓘᔭᕐᓂ ᐅᔭᕋᖕᓂᐊᕐᕕᖓᓂ 
ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᓂᐊᕐᓗᓂ ᑕᒪᑐᒪᓂ ᓇᒡᒐᔾᔭᐅᒥ, ᔭᓄᐊᕆ 
25–ᒥ, ᑎᑭᐅᑎᕗᖅ ᑐᓴᐅᒪᖃᑎᒌᑦᑎᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐊᒃᑐᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᓄᑦ ᓄᓇᓕᐅᔪᓄᑦ ᐱᔭᕆᐊᖃᖅᑕᖏᓐᓂ 
ᐅᔭᕋᖕᓂᐊᕐᕕᖕᒥ ᐱᓕᕆᔨᕐᔪᐊᖑᔪᓂ.

ᕼᐋᒻᓚᒃᑯᑦ ᒥᑦᑎᒪᑕᓕᖕᒥ ᓴᖅᑭᑎᑦᑎᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ 
ᖃᓄᐃᓕᖓᖁᔭᐅᓂᐅᔪᓂᑦ ᑎᓯᐱᕆ 29–ᒥ 
ᑎᑎᖅᑲᒥ ᐊᑎᓕᐅᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᒥ ᒪᐃᔭᒧᑦ ᔮᓱᐊ 
ᐋᕆᐊᕐᒧᑦ. ᐃᓚᖃᖅᑐᒥ ᐱᔭᕆᐊᖃᕐᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᓲᕐᓗ 
ᐊᖏᒡᓕᒋᐊᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᖏᓐᓇᖅᑐᒥ ᓴᖅᑭᑎᑦᑎᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
6-ᒥ 12 ᒥᓕᐊᓐ ᑕᓐᓂᒧᑦ ᓴᕕᕋᔭᒃᓴᒥ 
ᐊᕐᕌᒍᑕᒫᒥ ᑭᒡᓕᖃᖅᑎᑦᑎᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᓱᔪᐃᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐊᕙᑎᒧᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐆᒪᔪᓄᑦ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗᑦᑕᐅᖅ 
ᐊᖏᖅᓯᒪᑦᑎᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐅᓄᖅᓯᒋᐊᖅᓯᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐃᓄᖕᓂ 
ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔮᖃᖅᑎᑦᑎᓂᐅᔪᒥ, ᑎᑭᐅᑎᔭᐅᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᙱᑦᑐᒥ 
25 ᐳᓴᓐᑎᒧᑦ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔮᖃᖅᑎᑦᑎᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᑐᕌᒐᒃᓴᖓᓂ 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑲᑕᒃᐹᓪᓕᖅᓯᒪᕗᖅ ᒫᓐᓇᓕᓴᐅᔪᓂ 
ᐊᕐᕌᒎᔪᓂᑦ.

ᕿᑭᖅᑕᓂ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᑲᑐᔾᔨᖃᑎᒌᖑᔪᑦ 
ᐅᖃᐅᓯᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᔭᓄᐊᕆ 18–ᒥ 
ᕿᓂᕐᓂᐊᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂ 

ᖃᒃᑲᓐᓂᐊᒍᑦ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᒃᓴᓂ ᐊᒃᑐᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᓂ 
ᓄᓇᓕᐅᔪᓂ ᑎᑭᐅᑎᓚᐅᙱᓐᓂᖏᓐᓂ 
ᑭᖑᓪᓕᖅᐹᖑᔪᒥ ᐃᓱᒪᓕᐅᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐱᔾᔪᑎᖃᖅᑐᒧᑦ 
ᐹᕙᓐᓛᓐ ᓴᕕᕋᔭᒃᓴᒧᑦ ᐅᔭᕋᖕᓂᐊᕐᕕᖓᓂ 
ᑐᒃᓯᕋᖅᑕᐅᔪᒧᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᓂᖓ ᒪᕐᕈᖓᓂ 
ᐊᖏᒡᓕᒋᐊᖅᑕᐅᓂᖓᓂ.

ᐅᓇ ᐱᐅᕗᖅ, ᑎᒃᑯᐊᖅᓯᒪᓂᖃᕐᒪᑦ ᐊᒥᓱᓄᑦ 
ᑐᕌᖓᓂᐅᔪᓄᑦ, ᐊᒥᓱᓂ ᓂᐱᓂ ᓄᓇᓕᐅᔪᓂ 
ᑲᑐᔾᔨᖃᑎᒌᖑᔪᓂᑦ, ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ ᒐᕙᒪᐅᔪᓂ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 

ᓄᓇᖃᖅᑎᐅᔪᓂ ᑐᓴᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᙱᓐᓂᕋᐃᓪᓗᑎᒃ, 
ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᐸᓯᓂᐅᔪᑦ ᐋᔩᖃᑎᒌᖕᓂᐅᔪᑦ 
ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᖃᑦᑕᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᑐᓴᖅᑎᑦᑎᓚᐅᕐᓇᑎᒃ. 

ᔫᓂ 2020–ᒥ, ᕿᑭᖅᑕᓂ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ 
ᑲᑐᔾᔨᖃᑎᒌᖑᔪᑦ (QIA) ᐊᑎᓕᐅᕆᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ 
ᐅᒃᐱᕆᔭᐅᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᐊᖏᕈᒻᒥ, ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓯᓲᒥᒃ 
ᐊᖏᔪᐊᓗᖕᓂ ᑐᕌᒐᒃᓴᐅᔪᓂ ᐊᖏᒡᓕᒋᐊᖅᑐᓄᑦ 
ᓂᖏᖅᑕᕐᓂᓂ, ᐊᑭᓖᓂᐅᔪᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ 
ᐃᑲᔪᖅᓱᐃᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᐅᓄᕐᓂᖅᓴᐅᔪᓄᑦ $100 ᒥᓕᐊᓐᓂ 
ᖄᒃᑲᓐᓂᐊᒍᑦ ᐊᑭᓖᓂᐅᔪᓂᑦ – ᑕᒪᕐᒥᒃ ᐃᓱᒪᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᓄᓘᔭᕐᓂ ᐅᔭᕋᖕᓂᐊᕐᕕᖓᑕ ᐱᓕᕆᓂᖓᓂ 
ᒪᕐᕈᖓᓂ ᐊᖏᒡᓕᒋᐊᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᐃᖏᕐᕋᓂᐊᕈᓂ.

ᐊᓯᖏᓐᓂ ᓲᕐᓗ ᓴᓇᓂᕐᒥ ᓱᕈᓯᕐᓄᑦ–
ᐸᐃᕆᕝᕕᖕᓂ ᒥᑦᑎᒪᑕᓕᖕᒥ, ᐃᒃᐱᐊᕐᔪᒃ, 
ᑲᖏᖅᖢᒑᐱᒃ, ᐃᓘᓕᒃ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓴᓂᕋᔭᖕᒥ – 
ᐊᑭᖃᕈᓐᓇᖅᑐᒥ ᑎᑭᐅᑎᔪᒧᑦ $15 ᒥᓕᐊᓐᓂ 
ᓴᓇᓂᕐᒧᑦ – ᐃᑲᔫᓯᖅᑕᐅᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᐊᑭᖓᓂ 
ᐸᐃᕆᔭᐅᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ $19–ᒥ ᐊᑐᓂ ᐅᓪᓗᕐᒥ 
ᑮᓇᐅᔭᓕᐅᕋᓱᐊᑦᑎᐊᕐᓂᐅᓇᔭᖅᐳᖅ ᑕᐃᑲᓂ 
ᓄᓇᓕᐅᔪᓂ. 

ᐊᖏᕈᑎ ᑎᑎᕋᖅᓯᒪᒋᕗᖅ ᐊᑕᐅᓯᐊᖅᑐᒥ 
$1.3-ᒥᓕᐊᓐᓂ ᐊᑭᓕᐅᑕᐅᔪᒥ ᒥᑦᑎᒪᑕᓕᒃ 
ᐊᖑᓇᓱᒃᑐᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᓐᓄᑦ ᒥᑭᒋᐊᕐᓂᐊᖅᑎᒃᑯᓐᓄᓪᓗ 
ᑲᑐᔾᔨᖃᑎᒌᖑᔪᓄᑦ ᒥᑦᑎᒪᑕᓕᖕᒥ "ᐊᓯᔾᔨᕐᓂᐅᔪᓄᑦ 
ᐊᖑᓇᓱᖕᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᕙᖕᓂᐅᔪᒥ" ᑕᐃᒪᙵᓂ 
ᓄᓘᔭᕐᓂ ᐅᔭᕋᖕᓂᐊᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᕐᓂᐅᔪᑦ 
ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᓕᓚᐅᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ $400,000–ᒥ 
ᐊᑭᓕᐅᑎᐅᔪᒥ ᑭᐅᑦᑎᐊᙱᓐᓂᐅᔪᒧᑦ "ᐃᓄᖕᓂ 
ᐃᓚᖃᖅᑐᓂ" ᑐᕌᒐᒃᓴᐅᔪᓂ ᒫᓐᓇᒧᑦ ᑎᑭᖦᖢᒍ, 
ᓲᕐᓗ ᓂᐅᕕᖃᑦᑕᕐᓂᕐᒥ ᓄᓇᓕᐅᔪᓂ, 
ᑳᓐᑐᕌᒃᑕᐅᒃᑲᓐᓂᕐᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᐱᓕᒻᒪᒃᓴᕐᓂᕐᒥᓪᓘᓐᓃᑦ.

ᑮᓇᐅᔭᕐᔪᐊᕌᓘᕗᑦ, ᐊᒻᒪ ᐱᐅᔫᔮᖅᐳᖅ ᐸᐃᑉᐹᑎᒍᑦ, 
ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᐅᖃᓕᒫᕐᓂᖃᕆᕗᖅ ᐃᓇᖏᖅᓯᓇᓱᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ 

ᓱᓕᓂᕋᐃᔪᓄᑦ, ᓱᕋᖅᑕᐅᓯᒫᓂᒃᑐᓂ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᒥ 
ᐱᓕᕆᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐅᔭᕋᖕᓂᐊᕐᕕᐅᑉ ᐃᓅᓯᕆᔭᖓᓂ.

ᕿᑭᖅᑕᓂ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᑲᑐᔾᔨᖃᑎᒌᖑᔪᑦ ᐊᖓᔪᖅᑳᖓ 
P.J. ᐊᕿᐊᕈᖅ ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᑲᑐᔾᔨᖃᑎᒌᖓ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐹᕙᓐᓛᓐ ᐊᑐᖅᓯᒪᕗᑦ "ᐱᑕᖃᙱᓗᐊᕐᓂᖓᓂ 
ᑕᐃᒪᐃᑉᐸᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ ᐅᒃᐱᕈᓱᖕᓂᐅᔪᒥ," ᑭᓯᐊᓂ 
ᐅᖃᐅᓯᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᓂᕆᐅᖕᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐱᓕᕆᖃᑎᒌᒃᑐᑦ 
ᑎᑭᐅᑎᓂᐊᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᓄᑖᒥᒃ ᑐᑭᓯᐅᒪᓂᐅᔪᒥ.

ᐅᐱᓐᓇᕋᓗᐊᖅᐳᖅ ᕿᑭᖅᑕᓂ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ 
ᑲᑐᔾᔨᖃᑎᒌᖑᔪᑦ ᐅᖃᖃᑎᖃᒃᑲᓐᓂᕐᓂᐊᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂ 
ᓄᓇᓕᐅᔪᓂ, ᐅᑯᐊ ᐅᖃᖃᑎᖃᕐᓂᐅᔪᑦ 
ᐃᓕᔭᐅᖃᓯᐅᑎᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᑭᖑᓪᓕᖅᐹᖑᔪᓂ 
ᖃᔅᓯᐊᕐᔪᖕᓂ ᐱᓇᓱᐊᕈᓯᐅᔪᓂ ᓯᕗᓂᐊᓂ 
ᐊᐅᓚᑕᐅᓂᐅᔪᓄᑦ ᑲᑎᒪᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᐱᒋᐊᒃᑲᓐᓂᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂ, 
ᑕᖅᑭᒐᓵᓗᖕᓂ ᐅᑎᖅᑲᓂᖃᓚᐅᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ. 
ᕿᒪᐃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐊᒥᓱᒻᒪᕆᐊᓗᖕᓂ 
ᐊᑲᐅᙱᓕᐅᕈᑕᐅᔪᓂ ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓱᖅᑕᐅᔭᕆᐊᓕᖕᓂ 
ᑎᑭᐅᑎᒻᒪᕆᓕᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ. 

ᐃᓚᓕᐅᑎᓗᒍ ᐆᒧᖓ ᓄᑖᖑᔪᒥ 
ᑲᑐᔾᔨᖃᑎᒌᖑᔪᓄᑦ – ᕿᑭᖅᑖᓗᒃ ᐅᐊᖕᓇᖓᓂ 
ᑲᑐᔾᔨᖃᑎᒌᑦ – ᑮᓇᐅᔾᔭᒃᓴᓇᓱᐊᙱᖦᖢᑎᒃ 
ᑲᑎᙵᓂᐅᔪᑦ ᑭᒡᒐᖅᑐᐃᓂᖃᓪᓗᐊᖅᑐᓂ 
ᐅᐊᖕᓇᒥ ᕿᑭᖅᑖᓗᖕᒥ ᐱᔪᒪᔭᖏᓐᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐸᕐᓇᐃᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᓴᖅᑭᑎᑦᑎᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐊᕕᒃᑐᖅᓯᒪᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᑮᓇᐅᔾᔭᒃᓴᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᑎᒥᖁᑕᐅᔪᒥ. ᐋᔩᖃᑎᒌᖕᓂᐅᔪᑦ 
ᐱᐅᔪᓐᓃᒃᑲᓐᓂᕐᔪᐊᖅᐳᖅ.

ᐃᒡᓗᓕᖕᒥ ᒪᐃᔭ ᒨᕐᓕᓐ ᕆᓯᓅᔅ ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ, 
"ᑲᑎᖃᑎᒌᒃᓯᒪᕗᒍᑦ ᑕᓪᓕᒪᓂ ᓄᓇᓕᐅᔪᓂ 
(ᓄᓘᔭᕐᓂ) ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᔪᒧᑦ ᑐᑭᓯᐅᒪᓚᐅᕋᑦᑕ ᑕᒪᓐᓇ 
... ᐱᓕᕆᓂᑐᐊᖑᓂᐅᕗᖅ ᓯᕗᒻᒧᑦ ᐃᖏᕐᕋᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᓇᓂᓯᓂᕐᒥ ᑲᑎᖃᑎᒌᖕᓂᐅᔪᒥ."

ᑲᑎᖃᑎᒌᖕᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᒫᓐᓇ ᐱᒻᒪᕆᐅᓂᖅᓴᐅᓛᖑᕗᖅ 
ᒫᓐᓇᐅᔪᒥ.

ᑐᓴᐅᒪᖃᑎᒌᑦᑎᐊᕆᐊᖃᓕᖅᐳᑦ

Time to get on  
the same page

with the final Nunavut impact 
review Board (NirB) hearing on 
Baffinland's proposed increase in 
production at the mary river mine 
being held this monday, Jan. 25, the 
time has come to get on the same 
page with what impacted commun-
ities need from the mining industry.

the hamlet of Pond inlet released 
its conditions in a dec. 29 letter 
signed by mayor Joshua Arreak. 
included are stipulations such as 
incrementally increasing production 
from six to 12 million tonnes of ore 
per year to limit damage to environ-
ment and wildlife, as well as a firm 
commitment to increase inuit hiring, 
which has never reached the 25 per 
cent employment target and has 
actually fallen over recent years.

the Qikiqtani inuit Association 
(QiA) announced Jan. 18 that it 
would be seeking additional feed-
back from the affected commun-
ities before reaching a final conclu-
sion pertaining to Baffinland iron 
mines' proposed phase two expan-
sion.

this is good, since fingers have 
been pointed in many directions, 
with numerous voices from com-
munity organizations, local govern-
ment and residents claiming to 
have gone unheard, or alleging that 
negotiations have been carried on 

behind their backs. 
in June 2020, the QiA signed the 

inuit Certainty Agreement, which 
sets lofty goals of increased royal-
ties, payouts and community sup-
ports to the tune of more than $100 
million in additional payments – all 
assuming the mary river mine 
phase two expansion proceeds.

things like building child-care 
centres in Pond inlet, Arctic Bay, 
Clyde river, iglulik and sanirajak – 
which could cost up to $15 million 
to build – and subsidizing the cost 
of care at $19 per day per child 
would be a sound investment in 
those communities. 

the agreement also lists a one-
time $1.3-million payment to the 
mittimatalik hunters and trap-
pers organization in Pond inlet for 
"changes in the hunting experience" 
since mary river mining activity got 
underway and a $400,000 payment 
for failing to meet "inuit content" 
goals to date, such as purchasing 
from communities, subcontracting 
or training.

it's a lot of money, and sounds 

good on paper, but also reads like 
trying to make up for promises 
already broken during the first 
phase of the mine's life.

QiA President P.J. Akeeagok 
admitted that his organization and 
Baffinland have weathered "a lack 
of historical trust," but he expressed 
hope that the parties are reaching 
to a new understanding.

while it's commendable that the 
QiA was doing further consulta-
tions with the communities, those 
consultations were squeezed into 
the last couple of weeks before the 
regulatory meetings resumed, even 
though there were months of wait-
ing. it left a wealth of issues to be 
ironed out at the 11th hour. 

Add to this a new association – 
the Qikiqtaaluk Uangnangani Katuj-
jiqatigiit – a not-for-profit group 
meant to represent North Baffin 
interests and planning to establish 
a regional economic development 
corporation. the lines of communi-
cation have become even further 
blurred.

iglulik mayor merlyn recinos said, 
"we have been united with the five 
communities for the (mary river) 
project as we understood that ... the 
only way for us to move forward was 
to find unity."

Unity may never have been more 
important than at this moment. 
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What job do you want when school is over?

ᕿᓱᒥᒃ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔮᖃᕈᒪᕕᑦ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᓂᖅ ᐱᔭᕇᖅᐸᑦ?

ᐃᖃᓗᐃᑦ/
STreeT talk
with Catherine Mourot 
Jonah Amitnaaq Secondary School   
Qamanittuaq/Baker Lake

hattie  
aningaat, 
Grade 11
"I want to work 
with families as 
a social worker."

ᕼᐋᑎ ᐊᓂᖔᑦ, ᖁᑦᑎᖕᓂᓕᒃ 11–ᒥ
"ᐃᓚᒌᓄᑦ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᕈᒪᕗᖓ 
ᐃᓄᓕᕆᔨᐅᓗᖓ."

James Atutuvaa, 
Grade 6
"I want to be a 
fire fighter."

ᔭᐃᒥᓯ ᐊᑐᑐᕚ, ᖁᑦᑎᖕᓂᓕᒃ 6–ᒥ
"ᖃᑦᑎᕆᔨᐅᔪᒪᕗᖓ."

Andre  
Quinangnaaq, 
Grade 8
"I want to stack 
products at the 
store."

ᐋᓐᑐᕋᐃ ᖁᐃᓇᖕᓇᖅ, ᖁᑦᑎᖕᓂᓕᒃ 8–ᒥ
"ᐱᖁᑎᓂᑦ ᖁᓕᕇᓕᖅᑎᑦᑎᔪᒪᕗᖓ 
ᓂᐅᕕᕐᕕᖕᒥ."

Grace 
Tookoome, 
Grade 10
"I would like to 
work with my 
culture."

ᒍᕋᐃᔅ ᑐᑭᒥ, ᖁᑦᑎᖕᓂᓕᒃ 10–ᒥ
"ᐃᓕᖅᑯᓯᓐᓂ  ᒥᒃᓵᓄᑦ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᕈᒪᕗᖓ."

Jeannie Kalluk, 
Grade 12
"I want to be a 
teacher."

ᔩᓂ ᑲᓪᓗᒃ, ᖁᑦᑎᖕᓂᓕᒃ 12–ᒥ
"ᐃᓕᓴᐃᔨᐅᔪᒪᕗᖓ."

millie-anna 
Aaruaq, Grade 9
"I would like to 
be a nurse, but 
also volunteer 
with hockey."

ᒥᓕ-ᐋᓇ ᐋᕈᐊᖅ, ᖁᑦᑎᖕᓂᓕᒃ 9–ᒥ
"ᐃᓗᐊᖅᓴᐃᔨᐅᔪᒪᕗᖓ, ᑭᓯᐊᓂᑦᑕᐅᖅ 
ᐊᑭᓕᖅᓱᖅᑕᐅᖏᓪᓗᖓ ᐃᑲᔪᕐᓗᖓ ᕼᐋᑭᒥ."

UPLUKKUT. INUIN IQALUKTUU-
TIAMI NAAMMAINNAQTUT. IPAKHANI 
KAPPUTIIT AGJAKTAUJUT IQALUKTU-
UTIAMUT. MUNAQHIITLU HAVAKTIIT 
AANIAKVINGMIT KAMIUNITIHAMI 
AANIAKTAILILIKMUN KAPUKHIKTUN 
INUIN. PIQAGNITTUQ ANNIAKTUNIK 
HULI. TUHAQPAKLURIT MUNAQHI-
ITLU DAKTIITLU UUNIUTIJAIT INUNG-
NUT AANIAQTAILIRMUN. IVJAGUTIT 
ATUQATTAQLURIT ILLA. UAQAT-
TAQLURIT ALGATIT. NUTAQQAT 
NAAMMAINNAQTUTLU. ILIHARIA-
LIRAMIK QUVIAHUGTUT. QUANALU 
ILIHAIYIITLU NIRIVAKTUT NIQIHA-
NIK TUNIKHAIVAKTUT. INUHAATLU 
KATIMAVIA HAVAKTIIT NIQIHANIK 
IIGAVAKTUT NIRIJAMI NIRINNAQI-
GAGNAT. QUANA GAAKNAITTU-
MIK. IPAKHANI ANGUNAHUAKTIIT 
NIQUAKTAUJUT INUIN KATIMAJIHA-
NIK. ILLA INUIN NAAMMAINNAQTUT. 
NAAMMAGPAKLUHI. IHUMALUKHI-
MAITTUMIKLU. IVJAGUTIT ATUKPAK-
LUGIT ANILIGUVIT.

Welcome to our beautiful home of Cam-
bridge Bay, Nunavut, a busy little fishing vil-
lage on the southeast tip of Victoria Island. 

Good news to see the sun back after few 
weeks of darkness. It is always a nice way to 
start the new year. You can view the amazing 
sun on the horizon towards Mount Pelly and it 
usually sets overlooking the image of Kudlak's 
little cabin. Yes Kudlak's cabin sits on a hill 
watching over everyone in Cambridge Bay. It 
is a nice reminder that we are looked after by 
our Elders and ancestors.

Students continue to attend school both at 
the Kullik and Kiilinik. High school students 
have a schedule to follow for classes and 
courses, taking turns using social distancing 
and taking precautions to avoid the Covid-
19 virus from spreading. Looking after our 
children is most important and making sure 
they are having something to eat, so the youth 
centre offers a breakfast program Monday to 
Friday. Lunch programs are also offered, both 
at the youth centre and high school for pick-
up lunches. The community food bank also 
operates Monday, Wednesday and Fridays, 
please check their schedule. A big thank you 
to all those who work hard daily to keep our 
children fed and well taken care of. Due to 
Covid-19, Elders programs and gatherings are 
not happening but the wellness centre staff 
cooks and bring cooked meals twice a month 

to our Elders.
The Kitikmeot Inuit Association and Arc-

tic Co-operatives Limited continue to provide 
meat packs for beneficiaries in response to 
pandemic concerns. Meat packs are provided 
once a month till March 2021.

Remember to continue washing your 
hands, wear your masks and continue social 
distancing to avoid the spread of the Covid-19 
virus. Stay well, everyone.

God Be With You Son.

Thanks to all of those who keep us fed
camBriDGe Bay 

Tea Talk
with Navalik Tologanak

email: helent@qiniq.com

photos courtesy of Alex and Michelle Buchan

Learning to trap at a young age like 
their ancestors. Here is 13-year-old 
Felix Tologanak-Labrie and 14-year-
old Iola Buchan working on their foxes 
that they trapped near Cambridge 
Bay. Iola's father Alex takes time to 
teach these boys how to hunt and 
trap throughout the year. A good way 
of life for our youth, teaching skills of 
the traditional ways of life in Nunavut. 
Keep up the good way of learning, 
boys.

ᐃᓕᑦᑎᓂᖅ ᑏᔭᖃᑦᑕᕐᓂᕐᒥ ᒪᒃᑯᒃᑎᓪᓗᒍ 
ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇᑎᑐᑦ ᑭᖑᕚᑦᑎᑐᑦ. ᐅᓇ 
13-ᓂ-ᐅᑭᐅᓕᒃ ᕖᓕᒃᔅ ᑐᓗᒐᓐᓇᖅ–ᓚᐳᕇ 
ᐊᒻᒪ 14-ᓂ-ᐅᑭᐅᓕᒃ ᐊᐃᐅᓛ ᐱᐅᑲᓐᐱᓕᕆᔪᑦ 
ᑎᕆᒐᓂᐊᖅᑕᒥᓂᑦ ᐃᖃᓗᒃᑑᑦᑎᐊᑉ 
ᖃᓂᒋᔭᖓᓂ. ᐊᐃᐅᓛᑉ ᐊᑖᑕᖓ ᐋᓕᒃᔅ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᓲᖑᕗᖅ ᐅᑯᓂᖓ ᓄᑲᑉᐱᐊᓂ 
ᐊᖑᓇᓱᖕᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑮᔭᖃᑦᑕᕐᓂᕐᒥ 
ᐊᕐᕌᒍᓕᒫᒥ. ᐃᓅᓯᖃᑦᑎᐊᕐᓂᐅᕗᖅ 
ᒪᒃᑯᒃᑐᑦᑎᓐᓄᑦ, ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᓂᖅ 
ᐊᔪᙱᓐᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᐱᖅᑯᓯᑐᖃᕐᒥ ᐱᓕᕆᓂᐅᔪᓂ 
ᐃᓅᓯᕐᒥ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ. ᐱᓕᕆᑦᑎᐊᕆᑦᑎ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᓂᕐᒥ, ᓄᑲᑉᐱᐊᑦ.
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ᐱᒋᐊᖅᖢᓂ ᔭᓄᐊᕆ 18,–ᒥ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥᐅᑦ 
ᖁᙱᐊᕈᓐᓇᕐᓂᐊᖅᐳᑦ ᑲᓇᑕᐅᑉ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᖓᓂ ᑕᒪᒃᑭᐅᒪᔪᒥ 
ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᖓᓐᓂ ᑕᓚᕖᓴᒃᑯᑦ ᑕᑯᓐᓇᒐᒃᓴᖓᓂ, ᐅᕙᒍᑦ 
ᑕᓚᕖᓴ ("Our" TV), ᓴᖅᑭᑎᑕᐅᔪᒥ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᐃᒻᒥᒃᑰᖅᑐᒥ 
ᑕᓚᕖᓴᒃᑯᓐᓄᑦ (NITV) ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐃᓱᒪ ᑕᓚᕖᓴᒃᑯᓐᓄᑦ.

"ᐅᕙᓐᓄᑦ ᐅᕙᒍᑦ ᑕᓚᕖᓴ ᐱᔪᒪᓂᕆᓯᒪᔭᓐᓂ 
ᐱᓪᓚᕆᙳᖅᑎᑦᑎᕗᖅ – ᑕᑯᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᐃᓕᖅᑯᓯᖓᓐᓂ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᑐᓵᓗᓂ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᑦᑎᓐᓂ ᐅᓪᓗᓕᒫᒥ ᑕᓚᕖᓴᒃᑯᑦ," ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᓘᓯ 
ᑐᓗᒑᕐᔪᒃ, ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᐃᒻᒥᒃᑰᖅᑐᒥ ᑕᓚᕖᓴ ᐃᒃᓯᕙᐅᑕᕆᔭᐅᔪᖅ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐃᓱᒻᒥᖅᑐᐃᔨ ᐊᒻᒪᓗᑦᑕᐅᖅ ᑐᑭᒧᐊᒃᑎᑦᑎᔨ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ–ᐅᖃᐅᓯᖓᓐᓂ 
ᓱᕈᓯᕐᓄᑦ ᑕᕐᕆᔭᓕᐊᖓᓄᑦ, ᑏᐊ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐱᐅᔪᖅ.

"ᐃᓄᑐᖃᖅᐳᑦ ᐃᓅᔪᓐᓃᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ, ᐅᓇᑕᖅᐳᒍᑦ 
ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᐃᓕᖅᑯᓯᖓᓐᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᖓᓐᓂ ᐆᒪᑎᓐᓇᓱᐊᖅᖢᒍ 
ᕿᑐᕐᙵᑦᑎᓐᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᕐᙳᑕᑦᑎᓐᓄᑦ. ᑕᓚᕖᓴ ᐃᓄᒃᑐᑦ 
ᐅᓪᓗᓕᒫᖅ ᖃᐅᑕᒫᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᓂᑦᑎᐊᕙᐅᕕᒡᔪᐊᖑᕗᖅ ᐆᒪᔪᒥ 
ᐅᖃᐅᓯᕐᒥ ᓯᕗᓂᒃᓴᒧᑦ ᐱᐅᓯᖃᑎᒌᖑᔪᓄᑦ."

ᓄᓇᖃᖅᑎᐅᔪᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ, ᓄᓇᑦᓯᐊᖅ, ᓅᕙᓐᓛᓐ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓛᐸᑐᐊᒥ 
ᐊᑭᓕᖅᓱᐃᕙᒃᑐᓂ Shaw Direct ᓇᑉᐸᖅᑎᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᒧᑦ ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ 
ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ ᑯᐊᐸᒃᑯᓐᓄᑦ ᑕᐅᑐᒍᓐᓇᕐᓂᐊᖅᐳᑦ ᑕᑯᓐᓇᒐᒃᓴᐅᔪᒥ 
ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐸᐅᔪᒥ ᑕᑯᓐᓇᒐᒃᓴᖃᖅᑎᑕᐅᓂᐅᔪᒥ. ᒫᓐᓇᐅᔪᒥ–
ᑕᑯᒃᓴᐅᑎᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᒥ ᑕᑯᓐᓇᒐᖃᕐᕕᖓᓂ ᐊᑐᐃᓐᓇᐅᓂᐊᕆᕗᖅ 24/7 
uvagut.tv–ᒥ ᔭᓄᐊᕆ 18–ᒥ. 

ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᑕᑯᓐᓇᕋᑦᓴᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᑕᑯᒃᓴᐅᔪᓐᓇᖅᐳᖅ ᐅᑯᓇᓂ 
ᖃᔅᓯᒧᐊᕐᓂᖓᓂ (EST):
• 6:30 ᐅᓪᓛᒃᑯᑦ ᑎᑭᓪᓗᒍ 8:30 ᐅᓪᓛᒃᑯᑦ.: ᑕᑯᒋᓇᐃ ᓱᕈᓯᕐᓄᑦ 
ᑕᑯᓐᓇᒐᒃᓴᑦ

• 1:30 ᐅᓐᓄᓴᒃᑯᑦ ᑎᑭᓪᓗᒍ 3:30 ᐅᓐᓄᓴᒃᑯᑦ: ᐃᓄᐃᑦ 
ᑕᑯᓐᓇᕋᑦᓴᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ Prime – ᐃᑦᑕᕐᓂᓴᐃᑦ ᐸᐸᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᑦ, 
ᑕᑯᒋᓇᐃ 

• 5:00 ᐅᓐᓄᓴᒃᑯᑦ ᑎᑭᓪᓗᒍ 6:00 ᐅᓐᓄᓴᒃᑯᑦ: ᑕᑯᒋᓇᐃ 
ᓱᕈᓯᕐᓄᑦ ᑕᑯᓐᓇᒐᒃᓴᑦ

• 8:00 ᐅᓐᓄᓴᒃᑯᑦ ᑎᑭᓪᓗᒍ 9:00 ᐅᓐᓄᓴᒃᑯᑦ: ᐃᓄᐃᑦ 
ᑕᑯᓐᓇᕋᑦᓴᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ Prime – ᐃᑦᑕᕐᓂᓴᐃᑦ ᐸᐸᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐊᓯᖏᓐᓂ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᔪᓂ.
ᑖᒻᑉᓴᓐ ᐃᓚᒋᐊᖅᓯᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᐊᖑᔪᒥ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ 

ᑕᑯᓐᓇᕋᑦᓴᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ Prime ᐃᓚᖃᕐᓂᐊᖅᐳᖅ ᓂᕈᐊᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᓂ 
ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᑕᑯᓐᓇᕋᑦᓴᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᐅᓄᖅᑐᒻᒪᕆᐊᓗᖕᓂ ᐃᑦᑕᕐᓂᓴᐃᑦ 
ᐸᐸᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᓂᑦ ᐅᓪᓗᖃᖅᑐᓂ 1970–ᖏᓐᓂ ᓄᙳᐊᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐱᒋᐊᓕᓵᖅᑐᓄᑦ 1980–ᖏᓐᓂ.

"ᐅᒃᐱᕈᓱᒃᐳᖓ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᑕᑯᔪᓐᓇᓪᓗᐊᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᐅᑯᓂᖓ 
ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᓂᐅᔪᓂ," ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᒪᓃᑦᑐᖅ ᑖᒻᑉᓴᓐ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ 
ᑕᑯᓐᓇᕋᑦᓴᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᓐᓂ. "ᐱᔪᓐᓇᕐᓂᖃᖅᐳᑦ ᑐᓵᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐃᓄᒃᑎᑐᒻᒥ 
ᐊᖏᕐᕋᖏᓐᓂ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐃᓕᑦᑎᒃᑲᓐᓂᕐᓗᑎᒃ ᑭᖑᕚᖏᓐᓂ. ᑕᓚᕖᓴ 
ᐱᓕᕆᔾᔪᑕᐅᕗᖅ ᐊᖓᔪᖅᑳᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐸᖅᑭᔨᐅᔪᑦ ᐊᑐᕈᓐᓇᖅᑕᖏᓐᓂ 
ᐃᑲᔪᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᑐᓂᓯᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᓂᑯᓂ ᐃᓚᒋᔭᑦᑎᓐᓂ 

ᕿᒪᐃᓚᐅᖅᑕᖏᓐᓂ. ᑕᑯᓂᕐᒥ ᐊᓈᓇᑦᑎᐊᖏᑦ ᐊᑖᑕᑦᑎᐊᖏᓐᓂ 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐊᒪᐅᖏᓐᓂ ᑕᓚᕖᓴᒃᑯᑦ ᐃᑲᔪᕐᓂᐊᖅᐳᖅ ᒪᒃᑯᒃᑐᖁᑎᑦᑎᓐᓂ 
ᑲᑎᖃᑎᖃᕐᓂᕐᒥ ᐃᓕᖅᑯᓯᖓᓐᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᖓᓐᓂ."

ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᓂᖃᕐᓂᐊᕆᕗᖅ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑕᕐᕆᔭᓕᐊᓂ ᐊᔾᔨᒌᙱᑦᑐᓂ 
ᐊᓯᖏᓐᓂ ᑲᒻᐸᓂᐅᔪᓂ, ᐃᓱᒪᒃᑯᓐᓂ, ᐊᕐᓇᐃᑦ ᑕᕐᕆᔭᓕᐊᖏᓐᓂ, 
ᐊᖅᓯᖅ, ᑕᖅᑯᑦ ᓴᖅᑭᑎᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑭᓄᓪᓖᑦ.

ᑕᑯᒃᓴᐅᑎᑦᑎᓂᐊᕆᕗᑦ ᑕᕐᕆᔭᓕᐊᖑᔪᕕᓂᕐᓂ ᓲᕐᓗ 
ᐊᑕᓈᕐᔪᐊᑦ ᐅᕿᓚᔪᖅ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓄᑖᖑᔪᓂ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᔪᓂ ᓲᕐᓗ 
ᓯᓚᒃᑯᑦ ᒫᓐᓇᒥ ᑕᑯᒃᓴᐅᔪᒥ, ᓯᓈᓂ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑐᙵᓇᕐᓂᖅ 
ᑕᑯᓐᓇᒐᒃᓴᓕᐊᖑᔪᒥ ᒫᓐᓇᐅᔪᒥ ᑕᑯᒃᓴᐅᔪᒥ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᓄᓇᒥᑦ.

"ᐅᓇ ᖁᕕᐊᓇᖅᐳᖅ ᐱᓕᕆᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥᐅᓄᑦ, ᐱᓗᐊᖅᑐᒥ 

ᑕᐃᒃᑯᓄᖓ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᒥ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᖓ ᐅᓄᒃᑎᑑᖅᑐᒥ," ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 
ᒥᐊᕆ ᓂᕐᓗᖓᔪᖅ, ᑎᒥᐅᔪᓄᑦ ᑎᑎᕋᖅᑎ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᖓᔪᖅᑳᑉ 
ᑐᖓᓕᖓ ᑎᒥᐅᔪᓄᑦ ᐱᔨᑦᑎᕋᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ ᑯᐊᐸᒃᑯᓐᓂ. 
"ᐱᓕᕆᕐᔪᐊᖅᓯᒪᕗᑦ ᑕᒪᓐᓇ ᐱᔪᓐᓇᖅᑎᑕᐅᓂᖓᓄᑦ."

ᐅᕙᒍᑦ ᑕᓚᕖᓴ ᐊᑐᐃᓐᓇᐅᓕᖅᐳᖅ ᖁᙱᐊᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᖃᕋᓴᐅᔭᑎᒍᑦ ᐅᕙᓂ uvagut.tv ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ isuma.tv.

ᔪᓚᐃ 2020–ᒥ, ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ 
ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᐅᖅᑎᐅᖃᑎᒋᔭᖓ ᑭᕙᓪᓕᖅ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ 
ᐅᓂᒃᑳᕆᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᐊᓯᖓᓐᓂ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᕐᒥ ᑕᑯᓐᓇᒐᒃᓴᐅᔪᒥ 
ᓱᓕ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᕙᓪᓕᐊᓇᓱᐊᖅᑐᒥ, ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᑕᓚᕖᓴ ᓱᓕ ᐅᑕᖅᑭᔪᒥ 
ᐊᖏᖅᑕᐅᓂᖓᓄᑦ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᓈᓚᐅᑎᒃᑯᑦ–ᑕᓚᕖᓴᒧᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᑐᓴᐅᒪᑎᑦᑎᔾᔪᑎᓂᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖃᖅᑎᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᓂ.

'ᐅᒃᐱᕈᓱᒃᐳᖓ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᑕᑯᔪᓐᓇᓪᓗᐊᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᐅᑯᓂᖓ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᓂᐅᔪᓂ'

ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᖅ ᑕᒪᒃᑭᑦᑎᐊᖅ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ-ᐅᖃᐅᓯᖓᓐᓂ 
ᑕᓚᕖᓴ ᑕᑯᓐᓇᒐᒃᓴᖅ ᐅᕙᒍᑦ ᑕᓚᕖᓴ ᐱᒋᐊᖅᐳᖅ

news  ÄªØflî

Inuit Broadcasting corp. ceo 
Manitok Thompson said television 
is a tool parents and caregivers can 
use to help pass on the legacy their 
relatives left to them in connection 
to the launch of Uvagut TV this past 
monday, Jan. 18.

NNSL file photo

ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᑕᑯᓐᓇᕋᑦᓴᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᓐᓂ 
ᐊᐅᓚᑦᑎᔨᒻᒪᕆᖓ ᒪᓃᑦᑐᖅ ᑖᒻᑉᓴᓐ 
ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᑕᓚᕖᓴ ᐱᓕᕆᔾᔪᑕᐅᕗᖅ 
ᐊᖓᔪᖅᑳᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐸᖅᑭᔨᐅᔪᑦ ᐊᑐᕈᓐᓇᖅᑕᖏᓐᓂ 
ᐃᑲᔪᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᑐᓂᓯᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᓂᑯᓂ 
ᐃᓚᒋᔭᑦᑎᓐᓂ ᕿᒪᐃᓚᐅᖅᑕᖏᓐᓂ 
ᐱᔾᔪᑎᖃᖅᑐᒥ ᐱᒋᐊᖅᑎᑕᐅᓂᖓᓂ ᐅᕙᒍᑦ 
ᑕᓚᕖᓴᒥ ᖃᖏᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ ᓇᒡᒐᔾᔭᐅ, ᔭᓄᐊᕆ 
18–ᒥ.
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Nanook School wins  
National Award for Excellence

Apex
Nanook School was recently the recipient of the Canadian 

Network for Environmental Education and Communications' 
(EECOM) Award for Environmental Education and Communica-
tion for Outstanding K-12 School for its Nuna School land-based 
learning program.

The Nuna School program is the first land and place-based 
Kindergarten to Grade 12 school program in Canada, where 
students are outside learning on the land every day in all types of 
weather, according to a release by the Department of Education.

The release states that it 'creates a unique educative experience 
that also meets Nunavut's curricular objectives' and that it would 
not be possible without the support of Niaqunnguu District Edu-
cation Authority, parents and educators.

The Department of Education also thanked a number of edu-
cators who cultivated this program, Maggie Kuniliusie (grade 
1 and 2), Breanne Card (Kindergarten), Kootoo Alainga (Ilin-
niarvimmi Inuusilirijiit) as well as Jeannie Peter and Qalapik 
Pishuktie (Language Specialists).

– Trevor Wright

Pinnguaq hosting Nunavut Game Jam 
Nunavut

The Pinnguaq Association will be hosting an online Game 
Jam between the dates of Jan. 29 and 31.

A game jam according to Pinnguaq is an event where people 
work together to create a video game in a limited period of time.

Contributions in art, storytelling, design, testing and program-
ming are welcome. People are encouraged to come register as a 
team or individually.

To register visit the Nunavut Global Game Jam 2021 Face-
book page as well as for more information about the online event.

– Trevor Wright

Grants of up to $200,000 available  
to address gender-based violence

Nunavut/Canada
The Canadian Women's Foundation has $19.6 million in fed-

eral funding to disburse to the provinces and territories to take 
action against gender-based violence.

Grants of up to $200,000 are being made available to suc-
cessful applicants. Among those eligible to apply are service 
providers that offer abuse intervention and prevention services 

such as shelters and counselling and sexual assault support 
programs, particularly those that serve Indigenous, Black and 
disabled populations.

"The (Safer + Stronger Grants) program addresses the ris-
ing risks of gender-based violence in the pandemic and ensures 
critical services continue to reach survivors and their depend-
ents," the Canadian Women's Foundation stated in a news release.

Women's Shelters Canada revealed that 52 per cent of 266 
surveyed shelters reported seeing clients who were experiencing 
more severe forms of violence during the pandemic.

"This support from the Government of Canada comes at a 
crucial time when home is a dangerous place for those at a high 
risk of abuse," said Paulette Senior, president and CEO of the 
Canadian Women's Foundation.

For more information on Safer + Stronger Grants, visit: http://
canadianwomen.org/safer-stronger-grants.

– Derek Neary 

Pauktuutit annual general  
meeting set for Jan. 26 and 27

Nunavut
The Pauktuutit Inuit Women of Canada will host its Annual 

General Meeting (AGM) on Jan. 26 and 27. It will be held by 
video and audio conference this year due to the Covid-19 pan-
demic. 

The board of directors will be reporting on activities con-
ducted during the 2019-20 fiscal year. Delegates from the NWT, 
Labrador (Nunatsiavut), Nunavik and Nunavut have been asked 
to participate in the Pauktuutit AGM, including women from 
Resolute Bay, Kimmirut and Naujaat.

Nominations are being accepted for four vacant positions on 
the board of directors, two of which are in Nunavut – Qikiqtani 
(South) and Kitikmeot. Nominees and those submitting nom-
inations must be Inuit women and be from the same region. The 
candidate and all directors must reside within the region they 
represent.

– Trevor Wright

Qulliit hosts International Women's  
Day Photo Competition

Nunavut
The Qulliit Nunavut Status of Women Council announced it's 

photo competition for International Women's Day 2021, 'Home 
is Family.'

People are asked to submit their own images showcasing 

happy family moments and the healthy activities each partakes 
in, each applicant may submit up to three photos.

Examples include camping, fishing, hunting and being out on 
the land, as well as celebrating birthdays at home or showcasing 
images of family game nights.

All Nunavummiut are encouraged to enter, there will be 10 
cash prizes of $200 awarded.

For more information, people are asked to contact the Qulliit 
office in Iqaluit.

Applications can be found on the Qulliit website at www.
QNSW.ca, or via emailing or calling the office.

Photos must be received by email by Feb. 26.
– Trevor Wright

Volleyball Nunavut looking to help  
with community tournaments and series

Nunavut
Due to Covid-19 and the inability to host regional or terri-

torials Volleyball Nunavut is looking to help communities host 
volleyball events.

Volleyball Nunavut according to their website will be provid-
ing multiple $2,000 grants for community leagues or tourna-
ments.

The event grant will be by applications only and must meet the 
following requirements:
•	Play for all: everyone in the community over 13 and is inter-

ested must be allowed to play
•	Community play only: inter-community travel to take part in 

tournaments and play is not allowed at this time
Return to Volleyball guidelines must be followed, these can be 

found on the Volleyball Nunavut website.
The deadline to apply for a grant is Feb.1.

– Trevor Wright

Dept. of Finance issues  
reminder of annual payroll tax

Nunavut
The Department of Finance on Jan. 19 sent out a public 

service announcement reminding employers that the Nunavut 
annual payroll tax returns will be due by Feb. 28 of this year.

The payroll tax annual return form is no longer mailed out, it 
is however available online at the Department of Finance's web-
page at the Government of Nunavut website. They then can be 
submitted to payrolltax@gov.nu.ca. One can also email them at 
this address for more information or call 1-800-316-3324.

– Trevor Wright

Around Nunavut
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MADElEINE  
QUMUATUQ 

Pangnirtung
This is Siggu. He followed me on our 
hike up to Mount Duval.

ᒫᑕᓖ ᖁᒻᒧᐊᖅᑐᖅ
ᐸᖕᓂᖅᑑᖅ

ᐅᓇ ᓯᒡᒍ. ᐅᕙᓐᓂ ᒪᓕᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ 
ᒪᔪᕋᖅᑎᓪᓗᑕ ᐊᓚᓂᕐᒧᑦ.

amazing on-the-land stories ᑲᔾᔮᕐᓇᖅᑐᓂᒃ ᓄᓇᒥ ᐅᓂᒃᑳᑦ

Do you have an amazing story from your 
adventures on the land? Tell us your story 
and show us your photos for a chance to win 
$100. Submit your story and photo to our 
Nunavut News Facebook page, editor@nuna-
vutnews.com, or by mail to Nunavut News, 
PO Box 28, Iqaluit, NU, X0A 0H0. 

Entries will be placed on our Facebook 
page. They may also appear in this news-
paper and other Northern News Services 
publications. The story and photo with the 
most combined likes and shares at the end of 
the week wins. 

This week's winner is Jonathan  
Kiguktak (page 15). Congratulations!
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iNoculaTioN Feature
by Hamlet of  
Cambridge Bay
ikaluktutiak/ 
Cambridge Bay

ᑕᑯᔭᒃᓴᐃᑦ
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Rolling up sleeves to fend off Covid

ᑕᓕᖏᓐᓂ ᓴᖅᑭᑎᑦᑎᔪᑦ 
ᓵᓚᖃᕋᓱᐊᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓇᕐᒥ

Among those on hand at the cambridge Bay community hall for the mass vaccination clinic on Thursday 
were, from left, Tara mcIntosh, Eva Ayalik, Helen Blewett, Bessie Omilgoetok, mary Kaotalok, mayor Pam-
ela Gross, Robyn Clarke and Shelly O'Gorman. 

ᐃᓚᐅᖃᑕᐅᔪᓂ ᐃᖃᓗᒃᑑᑦᑎᐊᕐᒥ ᐱᙳᐊᕐᕕᖕᒥ ᐊᒥᓱᓄᑦ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᓕᕇᒃᑯᓯᖅᑕᐅᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐃᓅᓕᓴᐃᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᕿᑎᖅᑰᒥ ᐅᑯᐊᖑᕗᑦ, 
ᓴᐅᒥᖕᒥ, ᑎᐊᕋ ᒫᑭᓐᑖᔅ, ᐄᕙ ᐊᔭᓕᒃ, ᕼᐊᓚᓐ ᐳᓘᐃᑦ, ᐱᐊᓯ ᐅᒥᐅᓪᒍᐃᑦᑐᖅ, ᒥᐊᕆ ᑲᐅᑕᓗᒃ, ᒪᐃᔭ ᐹᒥᓚ ᒍᕉᔅ, ᕌᐱᓐ ᑲᓛᒃ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᓴᓕ ᐅ'ᒍᐊᒪᓐ.

Mary Kaotalok remains stoic as she takes a jab 
in the arm. The needle delivered the moderna vac-
cine that will protect her from the Covid-19 virus. 

Bessie omilgoetok takes her shot in her left arm 
on Thursday. The Covid-19 vaccine was adminis-
tered in Cambridge Bay on Jan. 16 and 17 as well, 
by appointment. 

cambridge Bay Mayor Pamela Gross showed up 
for her inoculation on Jan. 14. 

RcMP officer Patrick Vandevalk, a first responder 
in the community, enjoys some juice after receiv-
ing his Covid-19 vaccination. 

ᐃᖃᓗᒃᑑᑦᑎᐊᕐᒥ ᒪᐃᔭ ᐹᒥᓚ ᒍᕉᔅ ᓴᖅᑭᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᑲᐱᔭᐅᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᕿᑎᖅᑰᒥ.

ᐱᐊᓯ ᐅᒥᐅᓪᒍᐃᑦᑐᖅ ᑲᐱᔭᐅᕗᖅ ᓴᐅᒥᖕᒥ ᑕᓕᖓᓂ ᕿᑎᖅᑰᒥ. 
ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓇᖅ-19–ᒧᑦ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᕇᒃᑯᑎ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᓂᐊᖅᐳᖅ 
ᐃᖃᓗᒃᑑᑦᑎᐊᕐᒥ ᐅᓪᓗᑐᐃᓐᓇᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓯᕙᑖᕐᕕᖕᒥ, 
ᐃᓂᒃᓴᓕᐅᕐᓂᒃᑯᑦ.

ᒥᐊᕆ ᖃᐅᑕᓗᒃ ᕿᑲᑦᑎᐊᖅᐳᖅ ᑕᓕᖓᒍᑦ ᑲᐱᔭᐅᑎᓪᓗᒍ. ᑲᐴᑎ 
ᑐᓂᓯᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᒪᑑᓇ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᕇᒃᑯᑎᒥ ᓴᐳᔾᔨᓯᒪᓂᐊᖅᑐᒥ 
ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓇᖅ-19 ᖁᐱᕐᕈᐃᑦ ᐊᐃᑦᑐᐃᓐᓇᖅᑐᒥᑦ.

ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᐸᓖᓯᒃᑯᓐᓂ ᐸᓖᓯ ᐹᑐᕆᒃ ᕚᓐᑎᕚᓪᒃ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᖑᓪᓗᓂ 
ᑭᐅᔨᐅᔪᖅ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ, ᒪᒪᑕᒃᐳᖅ ᐃᒥᒐᒃᓴᒥ ᐱᓚᐅᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ 
ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓇᖅ-19–ᒧᑦ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᓕᕇᒃᑯᓯᖅᑕᐅᓂᕐᒧᑦ.

The community hall in 
Cambridge Bay was a busy 
spot on Jan. 14 as the first 
of three days of vaccinations 
against Covid-19 got under-
way.

Residents of Cambridge 
Bay have been relatively 
receptive to getting their shots 
as close to 600 appointments 
were made in advance of the 
vaccination team beginning to 

administer the doses.
The vaccine is "our best 

protection against Covid-19," 
says Nunavut chief public 
health officer Dr. Michael Pat-
terson.

Because two doses of the 
vaccine, manufactured by 
Moderna, are required to be 
fully effective, the nurses will 
return Feb. 11 to 13 to com-
plete the process.

– text by Derek Neary

Northern News Services
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A fire badly damaged the Iglulik Co-op retail 
store overnight between Jan. 19 and 20 but there 
have been no reports of injuries or fatalties, 
according to Arctic Co-operatives. 

The fire was still burning on Wednesday mor-
ning when Arctic Co-operatives issued a news 
release to detail the incident, which resulted in 
calls to the RCMP and fire department at approxi-
mately 3:45 a.m.

The hamlet consequently declared a state of 
emergency.

"Please don't panic, we are not going to be run-
ning out of food," Mayor Merlyn Recinos stated 
on social media, noting that the Northern store is 
arranging to bring in extra groceries and the com-
munity's convenience store may be modified to 
supply additional needs.

Equipment is coming to ensure that fuel disrup-
tions would be minimal as well, Recinos noted.

Other assistance en route included an Iqaluit 
fire crew to aid in the battle against the Co-op 
blaze; a charter flight for Qulliq Energy Cor-
poration personnel to restore power to affected 
households and a crew from the Department of 

Community and Government Services.
Soup and sandwiches were served at the com-

munity hall, which was also acting as an emer-
gency shelter, Recinos stated. There will be a 
station for residents to get checked for smoke 
inhalation as well.

He added that funding for people who need 
help obtaining food is also under consideration.

Arctic Co-operatives has assembled a small 
emergency response team of its own to support the 
urgent needs of the local Co-op.

"Our primary focus is ensuring the continuity 
of essential services such as fuel delivery and the 
ability to resume a degree of retail and financial 
services for the community," wrote Duane Wilson, 
vice-president of stakeholder relations for Arctic 
Co-operatives. "If you have any urgent needs with 
regards to Iglulik Co-op, you can reach out to me 
personally for any questions via email or phone at 
204-470-9357. Thanks to all for your understand-
ing as we demonstrate that we are all stronger 
together."

The cause of the fire was undetermined as of 
Jan. 20.

"The investigation is still in its early stages 
and has not been deemed suspicious at this time," 
Nunavut RCMP stated.

Investigation underway; police say early indicators not suspicious

photo courtesy of Arctic Co-operatives 

A fire caused major damage to the Iglulik Co-op overnight between Jan. 
19 and 20.

ᐃᑭᑦᑐᐊᓗᖕᒥ ᓱᔪᐃᕐᔪᐊᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐃᒡᓗᓕᒃ ᑯᐊᐸᒃᑯᖓᓐᓂ ᐅᓐᓄᐊᖑᔪᒥ ᕿᑎᐊᓂ ᔭᓄᐊᕆ 
19 ᐊᒻᒪ 20–ᒥ.

by Derek Neary 
 Northern News Services

iglulik

Iglulik Co-op suffers extensive 
damage in overnight fire
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A new Inuit organization 
has ostensibly been formed 
by North Baffin communities 
but many details have yet to 
be worked out, including how 
the group will co-exist with 
the Qikiqtani Inuit Associa-
tion. 

Qikiqtaaluk Uangnangani 
Katujjiqatigiit (QUK) was 
formalized as a not-for-profit 
organization in late Decem-
ber, according to executive 
director Neeko Inuarak, who 
hails from Pond Inlet. 

Charlie Inuarak is rec-
ognized as president of the 
organization. Neeko declined 
to reveal the identities of the 
vice-president, secretary/
treasurer and board of direc-
tors. 

The organization – repre-
senting 7,500 Inuit residents 
in Clyde River, Arctic Bay, 
Sanirajak, Iglulik, Resolute 
Bay and Grise Fiord – has 
plans to form a separate eco-
nomic development arm in 
the future. This will "help 
to ensure that economic 
opportunities arising from 
the Baffinland iron mine, 
and other regional resource 
development such as min-
ing, fisheries and aviation are 
benefitting the seven com-
munities and their benefici-
aries," a QUK news release 
states.

Neeko added, "We are 
currently working on devel-
oping several exciting oppor-
tunities, which will roll into 
the business arm. We have 
received board approval to 
proceed, and are currently 
starting the process of form-
ing the group.

"Our expectation is that as 
a majority owned Inuit organ-
ization as defined under the 
NLCA (Nunavut Land Claim 
Agreement), we will be given 
an opportunity to bid on con-
tracts with Baffinland, the 
GN and others," Neeko stat-

ed. "We bring the voice of 
seven communities and so 
we believe that all those that 
operate in the region will be 
interested in providing us 
with a fair opportunity to 
participate in projects."

He said Baffinland Iron 
Mines is already aware of 
QUK's existence, but the min-
ing company did not respond 
to Nunavut News' request for 
comment.

Asked how QUK is cover-
ing expenses in the mean-
time, Neeko replied that vari-
ous funding sources are being 
sought. To date, costs and 
time incurred have been cov-
ered by "the team," he stated 
without further explanation.

In terms of how QUK and 
the Qikiqtani Inuit Associa-
tion will interact, Neeko said 
the organizations do not have 
a relationship.

"Qikiqtaaluk Uangnan-
gani Katujjiqatigiit is a stand-
alone federally incorporated 
not-for-profit organization," 
he said. 

The QIA issued its own 
statement indicating that 
Neeko had made contact.  

"At this time, our organ-
ization has little information 
about this group and their 
membership," the QIA's state-
ment reads. 

"While any group can 
form a society or advocacy 
group, only organizations 
created under the Nunavut 
Agreement have the designa-
tion to protect the constitu-
tional rights of Inuit. QIA is 
the designated Inuit organ-
ization with the mandate to 
represent Qikiqtani Inuit in 
all matters related to develop-
ment and protection of Inuit-
owned lands in the Qikiqtani 
region." 

Merlyn Recinos, mayor of 
Iglulik, said he's an advo-
cate of "Inuit regaining their 
future and regaining their 
rights." He welcomes the 
idea of augmenting econom-
ic development within the 

region and even within com-
munities, as Iglulik is aiming 
to do itself.

"Our economy in Nunavut 
bleeds a lot of cash to the 
south, so I'm all in favour 
for communities to create 
their economic development 
corporations," said Recinos. 
"They don't have to compete 
with local businesses, they 
can co-exist." 

He cited the port at Pond 
Inlet, the Government of 
Canada looking at Arctic Bay 
for fuel reserves and other 
potential major infrastructure 
projects and said it's para-
mount that Inuit entities are 
prepared to seize upon the 
associated opportunities. 

"If our communities and 
community members want to 
ensure that we don't miss the 
boat on all that development 
and all of that money, we 
need to create organizations 
like this to ensure that they're 
there and ready to capture, to 
capitalize on those projects," 
he said.  

The QIA can still be 

relevant in the North Baf-
fin, even though a new Inuit 
organization has emerged, 
Recinos added.

"I think there needs to 
be open communication from 

both sides," he said. "They 
(the QIA) have a role to play 
... as long as they under-
stand each other and what 
the main goals are: the lan-
guage, culture and the well-

being of Inuit people in those 
communities, that should 
be the main goal of every-
body. As long as they define 
that, everything else can be 
worked around it."

Economic development one of the key aims; QIA reasserts  
its powers under the Nunavut Land Claim Agreement

by Derek Neary 
 Northern News Services

Qikiqtani

North Baffin communities 
form new Inuit organization

image courtesy of Qikiqtaaluk Uangnangani Katujjiqatigiit 

Qikiqtaaluk uangnangani Katujjiqatigiit is a recently-formed not-for-profit 
North Baffin Inuit organization that will create a business arm to deal with 
Baffinland Iron mines and other opportunities, according to executive director 
Neeko Inuarak. 

ᕿᑭᖅᑖᓗᒃ ᐅᐊᖕᓇᖓᓂ ᑲᑐᔾᔨᖃᑎᒌᑦ ᒫᓐᓇᓕᓴᐅᔪᒥ–ᐋᖅᑭᒃᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᒥ ᑮᓇᐅᔭᓕᐅᕋᓱᐊᙱᑦᑐᒥ 
ᐅᐊᖕᓇᒥ ᕿᑭᖅᑖᓗᖕᒧᑦ ᐃᓄᖕᓄᑦ ᑲᑐᔾᔨᖃᑎᒌᖑᔪᒥ ᓴᖅᑭᑎᑦᑎᓂᐊᖅᑐᒥ ᓇᖕᒥᓂᖃᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐱᓕᕆᖃᑕᐅᓂᖓᓂ ᐱᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐹᕙᓐᓛᓐ ᓴᕕᕋᔭᒃᓴᒧᑦ ᐅᔭᕋᖕᓂᐊᕐᕕᖓᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᓯᖏᓐᓂ 
ᐱᕕᒃᓴᖃᕐᓂᐅᔪᓄᑦ, ᐅᖃᐅᓯᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᐃᓱᒻᒥᖅᑐᐃᔨᐅᔪᒥ ᓃᑯ ᐃᓄᐊᕋᖅ.

WINNEr:  
JoNAThAN KIgUKTAK 

Grise Fiord
Oct. 6, 2018, at 6:14 p.m. I went on a stroll 
that day and it was a beautiful sight.

ᐊᑭᓯᔪᖅ:  
ᔫᓇᑕᓂ ᑭᒍᑦᑕᖅ 

ᐊᐅᓱᐃᑦᑐᖅ
ᐅᒃᑐᐱᕆ 6, 2018, 6:14 ᐅᓐᓄᒃᑯᑦ. ᐱᓱᔪᓚᐅᖅᐳᖓ 
ᑕᐃᑲᓂ ᐅᓪᓘᔪᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᑲᔾᔮᕐᓇᕐᔪᐊᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ.

amazing on-the-land stories ᑲᔾᔮᕐᓇᖅᑐᓂᒃ ᓄᓇᒥ ᐅᓂᒃᑳᑦ

news  ÄªØflî
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Last week, I had some fun talking about the hard times 
Evander Kane is going through when it comes to his 
finances. You know, guy who's made $53 million in his 
National Hockey League lifetime files for bankruptcy with 
close to $27 million in debt? Yeah, that tool.

This week, it's time to look at another 
aspect of why professional athletes and their 
hangers-on tick us off to no end and we go 
to Australia for this. It's the Australian Open 
tennis tournament and it's all set to kick off 
Feb. 10 in Melbourne. All of the biggest stars 
in tennis are ready to serve it up for more than 
$70 million in prize money and with it comes 
all the snottiness, self-servitude and woe-is-
me attitude you can handle.

For starters, Tennis Australia has been flying players 
and their entourages into the country on charter flights with 
everyone expected to quarantine for 14 days before heading 
out. I've never been to Australia but I do know it has one of 
the strictest border controls anywhere on the planet and you 
can bet they made sure those players who needed to quaran-
tine did so.

But some players didn't like being stuffed up inside hotel 
rooms and that included Novak Djokovic, the reigning and 
defending men's singles champon. Djokovic sent a letter to Ten-
nis Australia earlier this month with a list of demands – and 
yes, that's what they were – including the following: 
Private housing with tennis courts for players, a shorter time 
in isolation than the common schmucks who have to spend 14 

days inside four walls, in-person access to coaches and better 
food.

The beauty of a list of demands is that they can be sub-
mitted and they can be turned down. That's what the premier 
of the state of Victoria, Dan Andrews, did when he was told 
of what Djokovic and his fellow travellers wanted. He said 

thanks but no thanks. No special treatment at 
all and rightly so. These players knew what 
they were getting into and if they want to 
play, they follow the rules like everyone else. 
Sounds simple enough, right? 

Not to be outdone in this entire mess is 
Vanessa Sierra. Who is that, you may be 
asking? That's OK – I had no idea who she 
was, either. Apparently, she's the girlfriend of 

Australian player Bernard Tomic, who's qualified to play in 
this year's tournament. They're having to suffer the indignity 
of spending a few days in a hotel room in Melbourne while 
the quarantine period comes to an end and it's an absolute 
nightmare for her.

Don't believe me? Just listen to this list of gripes:
While other players in quarantine have been busy doing 

their best to prepare and practice for the big show and sim-
ply trying to bide their time as best as they can, Sierra took 
to social media to talk about first-world problems such as no 
fresh sheets on a daily basis, no housekeeping and having to 
wash their plates in the sink.

Oh, but it gets more tragic.
Tomic has been forced to play World of Warcraft for up 

to 11 hours per day, according to the put-off Sierra, and she's 

been playing Pokemon. Again, other players have been able 
to make the best of a tough situation. Sierra is worried about 
sheets and Pokemon.

The food in the hotel isn't up to their liking – Tomic is 
a vegetarian, apparently – so they've had to order in food. 
That isn't the greatest, either, said Sierra, and it's such an 
expensive venture. I can give her that one. Vegetarians need 
different food and if Tomic has a specific diet, he needs the 
right food.

But here's the biggest and most troubling situation of all. 
Are you ready? Sit down if you need to and grab a hold of 
something firm. Colouring books and Play-Doh at the ready, 
kids. Take a deep breath. Kiss your loved ones one last time. 
The worst thing of all is ...

Vanessa Sierra has to wash her own hair. In quarantine. 
By herself. Prayers up for Vanessa Sierra and her hair, y'all. 
She doesn't wash her own hair, you see – she has hairdress-
ers do it twice a week for her.

So you people who have been in lockdown or been 
placed on furlough because you can't go to work or who 
are trapped because you can't go outside, or who are unem-
ployed because you've lost your job because of Covid-19, or 
who may be on the verge of losing your living arrangements 
because you can't afford to pay rent or mortgage – quit your 
bellyaching. Vanessa Sierra has to figure out how to wash 
her hair without someone doing it for her.

So remember this, gang: just when you think you have it 
tough, remember that there are those who have it tougher. 

Remember those millionaires stuck in quarantine, won't 
you?

You think you have it tough? Vanessa 
Sierra is going through a hair crisis!
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With the start of a new year comes new 
programming and the Recreation and Parks 
Association of Nunavut (RPAN) was busy 
getting people geared up to deliver that pro-
gramming earlier this month.

Two training sessions were held virtu-
ally and simultaneously: the TEEN Intra-
mural program, which is geared toward youth 
between the ages of 13 through 19 and an 
after-school program for those between the 
ages of six through 12.

A total of 11 communities around the terri-
tory will be taking part in both.

Dawn Currie MacKinnon, RPAN's execu-
tive director, was looking after the facilita-
tion of both modules and said it was another 
chance to make a difference in the territory 
for young people.

"RPAN is excited to be working with 
youth leaders to support leadership and skill 
development so that they are able to success-
fully implement programs in their commun-
ities," she said.

The TEEN Intramural program is a pilot 
and those who have gone through the train-
ing will be setting up intramural leagues and 
sports for teens in their community.

Currie MacKinnon said it's a way to help 
fill the gap between those who get the chance 
to travel and play sports and those who may 
not get the chance.

"Take soccer, for example: only nine kids 
can travel to play on a team and it's only those 
nine who will be practicing for the most part," 
she said. "This gives those kids who don't get 

the chance to be a part of that team the oppor-
tunity to play in a league and feel like they are 
part of a team."

She pointed out that anyone who signs up 
to play will be put on a team to avoid what's 
known as "stacking," where one team loads up 
with the best players, thereby leaving the rest 
of the teams with weaker rosters.

"They'll be on a team for two months and 
the plan is to have them play at least two times 
per week," she added. "We'll hand out points 
for participation, fair play and for wins." 
Once is all comes to an end, each community 
will host an awards celebration with an overall 
champion declared. Fair play awards will also 
be handed out.

Currie MacKinnon said the sports being 
played will include dodgeball and floor hock-
ey, among others.

"I'm hoping we'll be able to get funding 
and make this an opportunity to help out com-
munity athletic organizations," she said. 

"They'll get the chance to develop a logo 
of some kind and even hang banners in the 
community gym."

The after-school program will be running 
for the third year and Currie MacKinnon said 
it's an extension of sorts of the popular Get 
Happy Summer Day Camp program, which is 
also operated by RPAN.

"Some of the people who we've trained 
have been through the Get Happy training so 
there's that continuity," she said. "We gear the 
after-school program toward the younger kids 
because what do you do for the six-year-olds? 

"Sports are usually played by the older 
kids and the younger ones need something to 
do as well."

Some of the activities will be similar to 
what goes on during the summer camp but 
one thing the after-school program will have 
to be wary of is Covid-19, specifically the 
regulations surrounding capacity within gym-
nasiums and community halls.

Currie MacKinnon said as it stands, there 
is a cap of 25 people allowed indoors at one 
time, including staff, so there will have to be 
some creativity.

"Most communities have two-hour time 
slots for groups and so we have to come up 
with a way to make the schedules work," 
she said. "If you have 45 kids register, we 
may have to look at dividing up into two 
groups twice a week, 45 minutes at a time." 
That gap in between time would be for staff to 
clean and wipe everything down, she added.

Both programs are scheduled to start on 
Feb. 1 and will run until the end of March.

Recreation and Parks Association of Nunavut holds training sessions for youth programming

New year, new training
by James McCarthy

 Northern News Services
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ᑖᓐ ᑰᕆ ᒪᑭᓂᓐ, ᖁᓛᓂ, ᒪᕐᕉᔪᖅ ᓴᐅᒥᖕᒥ, ᑐᕌᖅᑎᑦᑎᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᖃᕋᓴᐅᔭᑎᒍᑦ ᐱᓕᒻᒪᒃᓴᐃᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
TEEN Intramural ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᔪᒧᑦ ᔭᓄᐊᕆ 15–ᒥ ᐃᓚᐅᖃᑕᐅᓂᖃᖅᑐᓂ 11–ᓂ 
ᓄᓇᓕᐅᔪᓂ.

photo courtesy of Recreation and Parks Association of Nunavut

Dawn currie MacKinnon, top row, second from left, led the vitual training 
session for TEEN Intramural program on Jan. 15 with participation from 11 
communities.
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