
Well-established Kivalliq mining company put in higher offer for  
TMAC Resources after Chinese company Shandong takeover denied by feds

Welcome  
Nunavut's  
New Year's 
baby

ᐊᒡᓂᑯ ᐄᒍᓪ ᑐᒃᓯᕋᕐᓂᓕᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᑲᑉᐱᓕᕼᐃᖅᑑᕐᒧᑦ

Agnico Eagle makes bid for Hope Bay

ᑭᕙᓪᓕᕐᒥ-ᑐᙵᕕᓕᒃ ᐅᔭᕋᖕᓂᐊᕐᕕᒃ ᑲᒻᐸᓂ ᖁᑦᑎᖕᓂᖅᓴᒥ ᑐᒃᓯᕋᕐᓂᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ TMAC  
ᐃᑲᔪᕈᑎᒃᓴᓂ ᓴᐃᓃᓯᒃᑯᓐᓂ ᑲᒻᐸᓂᐅᔪᖅ ᓵᓐᑖᖕ ᐃᓇᖏᖅᓯᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᖏᖅᑕᐅᙱᓐᓇᒥ ᒐᕙᒪᑐᖃᒃᑯᓐᓂ

Thumbs up  
for progress
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"Nunavummiut ... should consider arranging optometry appointments while in the south."
– The Department of Health states non-urgent eye care should resume this month  

after long waits were caused by lockdown restrictions, page 6.
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Mother of  
five dies  
from Covid 
complications

Creating new 
solutions for 
Northern 
internet

First Covid 
vaccines 
given

photo courtesy of the Department of Health

Nunavut Premier Joe Savikataaq, 
left, and chief public health officer 
Dr. Michael Patterson give a thumbs 
up as the Moderna Covid-19 vac-
cine arrives at the Iqaluit Airport 
Dec. 30. 
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Did we get it wrong?
Nunavut News is committed to getting facts 

and names right. With that goes a commitment to 
acknowledge mistakes and run corrections. If you 
spot an error in Nunavut News/North, call (867) 979-
5990 and ask to speak to an editor, or email editor-
ial@nnsl.com. We'll get a correction or clarification 
in as soon as we can.

News
Briefs

feature news ᓄᓄᓄêΩËîΩÇéíÇÀî á·∆¿ÖÀî

Active cases: 0
Confirmed cases: 266
Recovered cases: 265
Total persons followed: 5,738
Current persons followed: 431
Completed tests in Nunavut: 2,574
Negative tests: 2,308

fact file

NuNavuT covid-19 SiTuaTioN aS of JaN. 7

Source: Government of Nunavut Department of Health

Confirmed cases by community

Arviat: 222 (221 recovered)

Whale Cove: 23 (all recovered)

Rankin Inlet: 19 (all recovered)

Sanikiluaq: 2 (all recovered)

Total deaths in Nunavut: 1

ᓯᕿᙳᔭᖅ ᐊᓯᔾᔨᕐᓂᐊᖅᑐᖅ  
ᖃᑦᓯᒧᐊᖅᐸᑦ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᐊᕐᓇᐃᑦ ᒥᖅᓱᖅᑎᑦ 
ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑎᒌᑦ ᑲᑎᓐᓂᕆᖃᑦᑕᕐᓂᐊᓕᖅᑕᖓᑦ

ᐃᖃᓗᐃᑦ
ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᐊᕐᓇᐃᑦ ᒥᖅᓱᖅᑎᖏᑦ ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑎᒌᑦ 

ᑲᑎᖃᑦᑕᕐᓂᐊᓕᖅᐳᑦ ᓄᑖᓂ ᓯᕿᙳᔭᖓᑦ 
ᐊᓯᔾᔨᖅᖢᓂ. ᒫᓐᓇ ᐅᓪᓗᒥ ᐊᐃᑉᐱᕐᒥ ᐅᓐᓄᒃᑯᑦ 
5:30-ᒥᑦ 8ᒧᑦ ᐅᓐᓄᒃᑯᑦ. ᑕᐃᑲᓂ ᖃᔪᖅᑐᕐᕕᖕᒥ 
ᐅᐸᒍᓐᓇᖅᖢᑎᒡᓗ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᐊᕐᓇᐃᑦ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᓕᑦ 
19-ᓂᒃ ᐅᖓᑖᓄᑦ. ᐃᓚᐅᒍᒪᔪᑦ ᐃᑭᐊᖅᑭᕕᒃᑯᑦ 
ᖃᐅᔨᒋᐊᕈᓐᓇᖅᐳᑦ ᐅᕙᓂ Trudy@qajuq-
turvik.ca ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᖃᔪᖅᑐᕐᕕᒃᑯᑦ 
ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᔪᖁᑎᖏᓐᓂ ᖃᐅᔨᒋᐊᕐᓗᓂ 
ᐅᖄᓚᓗᓯᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᐅᕗᖓ 979-4863.

ᖃᓂᒪᓐᓇᖅ ᐱᔾᔪᑎᒋᓪᓗᒍ 
ᐅᖓᓯᒌᖃᑦᑕᐅᑎᒋᐊᖃᖅᐳᑦ ᖃᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᓴᐳᒻᒥᒍᑎᖃᕐᓗᑎᒡᓗ ᒪᑐᐊᖅᓯᒪᓗᑎᒃ 
ᐅᖓᓯᒌᖃᑦᑕᐅᑎᒍᓐᓇᙱᑉᐸᑕ. ᐊᕐᓇᐃᑦ 
ᑲᔪᖏᖅᓴᖅᑕᐅᕗᑦ ᓇᖕᒥᓂᖅ ᒥᖅᓱᒐᒃᓴᒥᖕᓂᒃ 
ᓇᒃᓴᕈᒪᒍᑎᒃ ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᐊᑐᕈᓐᓇᖅᐳᑦ 
ᑕᐃᑲᖔᖅᑐᓂᒃ.

please see New, page 12

ᐱᙳᐊᖅᑎᓄᑦ ᑮᓇᐅᔭᓂ 
ᐱᕈᖅᑎᑦᑎᓇᓱᐊᖅᑐᑦ ᓚᑯᕌᔅ ᐱᙳᐊᕈᑎᓄᑦ

ᓴᓂᑭᓗᐊᖅ
ᓯᑕᒪᑦ ᐱᓐᖑᐊᖃᑎᒌᑦ , ᐋᓕᒃᔅ ᑕᒍ, ᐋᓐᑕᓂ 

ᒍᕇᑦ, ᔪᐊᔾ ᑲᐅᕕ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓵᓕ ᑕᒍ ᑮᓇᐅᔭᓂᒃ 
ᑲᑎᖅᓱᐃᓯᒪᒍᒪᕗᑦ $10,000–ᓂᒃ ᓂᐅᕕᕋᓱᐊᕐᒪᑕ 
ᐱᓐᖑᐊᕈᑎᓂᒃ ᓚᑯᕌᔅᖑᓂᕋᖅᑕᐅᔪᓂᒃ ᑕᐃᑲᓂ 
ᐱᓐᖑᐊᕈᑕᐅᖃᑦᑕᖁᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᐱᙳᐊᕐᕕᖕᒥ ᑮᓇᐅᔭᓂᒃ 
ᑲᑎᖅᓱᐃᒍᑎᖓ ᐊᑎᖃᖅᖢᓂ Sani Lacrosse 
Fund.

ᐊᐅᓪᓚᖅᑎᑦᑎᔪᒪᖕᒪᑕ 100-
ᓂᒃ ᒪᒃᑯᒃᑐᓂᒃ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑯᖅᑐᓂᖅᓴᓂᒡᓗ 
ᐱᓐᖑᐊᕈᑎᖃᕐᓗᑎᒃ ᐊᓯᖏᓪᓗ, ᐊᓯᖑᓪᓗ 
ᒎᓕᖓᑦᑕᓗ ᐱᓐᖑᐊᕈᑎᒃᓴᖏᑦ, ᑮᓇᐅᔭᐃᓪᓗ 
ᐃᖏᕐᕋᒍᑎᒃᓴᕆᒍᒪᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᐱᖁᑎᖏᓐᓄᓪᓗ. 
ᑭᒃᑯᑐᐃᓐᓇᐃᑦ ᑮᓇᐅᔭᓂᒃ ᑐᓂᓯᒍᒪᔪᑦ 
ᖃᐅᔨᒋᐊᕈᓐᓇᖅᐳᑦ ᐃᑭᐊᖅᑭᕕᒃᑯᑦ  GoFundMe 
page ᐅᕗᖓ ᑐᕌᕐᓗᒍ 'Sani Lacrosse Fund'.

please see Team, page 12

ᓄᓇᕗᑦ ᑐᓐᖓᕕᒃᑯᑦ ᑎᒥᖓᑦ 
ᓴᖅᑭᑎᑎᕗᖅ ᐋᖅᑭᒋᐊᖅᓯᒪᔪᓂᒃ 

ᖃᐅᔨᒃᑲᐃᒍᑎᓂᒃ ᓂᕈᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᓂᐊᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ
ᓄᓇᕗᑦ

NTI-ᑯᑦ (ᓄᓇᕗᑦ ᑐᓐᖓᕕᒃᑯᑦ ᑎᒥᖓᑦᑕ) 
ᓂᕈᐊᖅᑐᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐊᖓᔪᖄᖓᑦ, ᑲᑕᓖᓐ 
ᓯᒍᓴᓐ ᔭᓐᓄᐊᕆ 5-ᒥ ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᓄᓇᕗᑦ 
ᑐᓐᖓᕕᒃᑯᑦ ᑎᒥᖓᓐᓄᑦ ᓂᕈᐊᖅᑕᐅᓇᓱᐊᕐᓂᐊᖅᑐᑦ 
ᐊᑎᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᐊᖓᔪᖄᖑᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᕕᕗᐊᕆ 8-ᒥ ᓂᕈᐊᕐᓇᐅᓂᐊᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ. 
ᓱᖕᒪᑦ ᓂᕈᐊᖅᑕᐅᓇᓱᐊᖃᑕᐅᓂᐊᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ  
ᐅᖃᐅᓯᖃᖃᑦᑕᕐᓂᐊᖅᐳᑦ ᑎᑭᓐᓇᓱᐊᕐᓂᖓᓄᑦ 
ᔭᓐᓄᐊᕆ 4–ᖑᓚᐅᖏᓐᓂᐊᓂ. 

ᒫᓐᓇ ᐊᖓᔪᖄᕆᔭᐅᔪᖅ ᐊᓗᑭ ᑰᑦᑎᖅ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐋᓐᑐᕈ ᓇᑲᓱᒃ ᓂᕈᐊᖅᑕᐅᓇᓱᐊᕐᓂᐊᖅᐳᑦ.

ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᓯᕗᓂᐊᓂ ᓂᕈᐊᕐᓇᐅᓚᐅᖏᓐᓂᐊᓂ 
ᓂᕈᐊᕈᓐᓇᕐᓂᐊᖅᐳᑦ ᕕᕗᐊᕆ 1-ᒥ, ᓂᕈᐊᕐᓇᒥ 
ᐅᓪᓗᒥ, ᐊᒻᒪ ᑎᑎᖅᑲᑎᒍᑦ ᓂᕈᐊᕈᓐᓇᕐᓂᐊᕐᓗᑎᒃ, 
ᑎᑭᑎᑕᐅᔪᓐᓇᖅᑐᒃᑯᓪᓗ ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᑎᑎᖅᑲᑎᒍᑦ.

please see NTI, page 12

ᐆᒪᔪᓄᑦ ᓇᔪᖅᑕᐅᕕᖃᖅᑐᑦ ᑮᓇᐅᔭᓂᒃ 
ᓱᓕ ᑲᑎᖅᓱᐃᓂᖏᑦ GoFundMe 

ᐃᖃᓗᐃᑦ
ᑖᒃᑯᐊ ᑮᓇᐅᔭᓂᒃ ᑲᑎᖅᓱᐃᔪᑦ GoFundMe 

ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓂ ᐆᒪᔪᖃᕐᕕᒃᓴᒧᑦ ᐱᒍᒪᔭᐅᖏᑦᑐᓂᒃ ᓱᓕ 
ᑲᑎᖅᓱᐃᕗᑦ ᑮᓇᐅᔭᓂᒃ ᑐᓂᔭᐅᖃᑦᑕᐃᓐᓇᖅᖢᑎᒡᓗ 
ᑮᓇᐅᔭᖅᑖᖅᑎᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᖢᑎᒡᓗ  $250,000–ᓂᒃ 
ᑖᒃᑯᓇᖓᑦ Eric S. Margolis Foundation–
ᑯᓐᓂᑦ ᑎᓴᐱᕆᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ.

ᑎᓴᐱᕆ 19-ᒥ ᐱᑎᑕᐅᒃᑲᓐᓂᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ 
$3,000–ᓂᒃ ᐃᖃᓗᖕᒥᐅᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᒥᑦ, ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐊᓯᖏᓐᓂᑦ ᐱᑎᑕᐅᕙᓪᓕᐊᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᑲᑎᖦᖢᒋᑦ 
ᑮᓇᐅᔭᑦ ᐅᖓᑖᓄᐊᖅᓯᒪᓕᖅᐳᑦ   $510,000–
ᒧᑦ ᔭᓐᓄᐊᕆ 6-ᖑᓕᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ – ᐅᖓᑖᓄᑦ 
ᐱᒍᒪᔭᖏᑦᑕ ᑲᑎᑦᓱᒋᑦ ᒥᓕᔭᓐᑖᓚᕌᕐᓂᐊᖅᖢᓂ 
ᓴᓇᔭᐅᓂᐊᕐᓂᖓᓄᑦ.

please see Go, page 12

The first doses of the Moderna Covid-19 
vaccine were administered in Iqaluit Jan. 6.

Josephee Adams, 70, a resident of the 
Iqaluit Elders' Centre, was the first person in 
Nunavut to receive the shot.

The territory received 6,000 doses of the 
Moderna Covid-19 vaccine Dec. 30 with 
3,000 doses each landing in Iqaluit and Ran-
kin Inlet.

The Moderna vaccine requires two doses 
between 28 and 30 days apart. With these 
requirements, 3,000 Nunavummiut will be 
able to get vaccinated with the territory's cur-
rent supply.

There will also be focused vaccinations in 
long-term care homes in those communities 
during those dates. Facility staff will also get 
vaccinated.

"Focused vaccinations will have nurses go 
into Elders facilities to provide the immuniz-
ations," Nunavut's chief public health officer 
(CPHO) Dr. Michael Patterson said on Jan 5.

Nurses and medical staff who travel to 

Arviat may have to self-isolate for 14 days 
after they leave, said Patterson.

Community members are asked to book 
an appointment with their respective health 
centres to get vaccinated.

"I ask for your patience as we work 
towards vaccinating as many people as pos-
sible," said Premier Joe Savikataaq, citing the 
difficulty of logistics involved in the vaccine 
rollout program.

According to Patterson, future commun-
ity clinics will be based on the number of 
doses left over from previous clinics as well 
as future shipments from the federal govern-
ment. He estimates there will be enough 
people vaccinated during the next few months 
to cover most of the territory's population.

"Nunavut should receive between now 
and the end of March (enough supply) to 
vaccinate 75 percent of the adult population, 
approximately 19,000 people," said Patterson.

The CPHO is optimistic about the arrival 
of the Moderna vaccines and encourages 
everyone who is eligible to get it.

"This is a major milestone along Nuna-

vut's Path and one we are excited about. 
Immunization is voluntary but I do encourage 
as many eligible Nunavummiut as possible to 
take the vaccine," said Patterson. "It is cur-
rently the best protection Nunavummiut can 
have against Covid-19."

Patterson: 'Immunization is voluntary but I do encourage as 
many eligible Nunavummiut as possible to take the vaccine'

Covid vaccinations begin 
this week in communities

by Trevor Wright 
Northern News Services

photo courtesy of the Government of Nunavut

Iqaluit Public Health nurse Susie Pearce, a graduate of the Nunavut Arctic College's Bachelor of Science Nursing 
program, inoculates Josephee Adams with the Moderna Covid-19 vaccine Jan. 6. 

ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓂ ᐃᓄᓕᒫᓄᑦ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᙱᑦᑐᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐃᓗᐊᖅᓴᐃᔨ ᓲᓯ ᐱᐅᔅ, ᐃᓱᓕᑦᑎᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ ᓯᓚᑦᑐᖅᓴᕐᕕᖕᒥ 
ᖁᕝᕙᓯᖕᓂᖅᐹᒥ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑐᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐸᐃᑉᐹᖅᑖᖅᓯᒪᔪᖅ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᕐᓂᕐᒥ ᐃᓗᐊᖅᓴᐃᔨᙳᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᓂᐅᔪᒥ, ᑐᓂᓯᕗᖅ ᔫᓯᐱ ᐋᑕᒻᔅᒥ 
ᒪᑑᕐᓇ ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓇᖅ-19–ᒧᑦ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᓕᕇᒃᑯᑎᒥ ᔭᓄᐊᕆ 6–ᒥ.

First dose:
Iglulik, Gjoa Haven (at high schools): 
Jan. 11 and 12
Cambridge Bay (TBD), Arviat (community 
hall): Jan. 14 to 16/18
All clinics will open 8:30 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Second dose:
Iglulik, Gjoa Haven: Feb. 8 and 9
Cambridge Bay, Arviat: Feb. 11 to 13/15

fact file
covid-19 vacciNe cliNicS

Source: GN
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CanArctic Inuit Net-
works revealed details in late 
December of its endeavour to 
run a 2,104 km, sub-sea fibre 
optic cable from Clarenville, 
Nfld. to Iqaluit by late 2022.

The capital cost of the 
backbone between Claren-
ville and Iqaluit is pegged at 
$107 million, according to the 
company. There will be no 

requirement for the Govern-
ment of Nunavut to provide 
capital investment in this pro-
ject, a company news release 
stated.

Future phases of the initia-
tive could extend the network 
– to be known as SednaLink – 
to other parts of the Qikiqtani, 
Kivalliq, Hudson Strait and 
Nunavik.

The "theoretical capacity" 
of the CanArctic fibre will be 
48 terabits, whereas a satellite 
spot beam covering Nunavut 
has a capacity of approximate-
ly 10 gigabits, according to 
CanArctic Inuit Networks.

"This challenging and 
highly specialized sub-sea 
fibre deployment is backed by 
a proven team of sub-sea pro-
fessionals with proper design, 
engineering and routing who 
will ensure project completion 
on time and on budget ensur-

ing cheaper and more reliable 
connectivity for Nunavut and 
Nunatsiavut," CanArctic Inuit 
Networks, an Inuit-led entity, 
stated in a news release.

The company pointed to a 
similar private-sector initia-
tive in Alaska that achieved 
a reduction in bandwidth 
charges by more than 60 per 
cent over three years. Can-
Arctic Inuit Networks says it 
is aiming to "save Nunavut 
and Nunatsiavut residents, 
businesses and governments 
millions of dollars in internet 
charges and increase produc-
tivity" that will benefit edu-
cation, health and economic 
development in the North.

However, CanArctic Inuit 
Networks will not set retail 
pricing. It will "provide neu-
tral wholesale bandwidth to 
existing carriers, potentially 
enabling consumer pricing 

parity with fibered commun-
ities in Yukon and Northwest 
Territories."

"CanArctic Inuit Networks 
is ready to build this critic-
al piece of Canadian Arctic 
infrastructure today," stated 
Madeleine Redfern, the com-
pany's chief operating officer.

The goal is to begin bury-
ing the nearshore cable con-
duits by August or September 
2021, provided there's cooper-
ation from all levels of gov-
ernment, added CEO Doug 
Cunningham. The target for 
completing marine installa-
tion is October 2022.

CanArctic Inuit Networks 
also revealed that it has made 
an offer to the City of Iqaluit 
"to purchase the former Irid-
ium satellite station near Apex 
Bay to serve as its cable land-
ing station and as a carrier-
neutral internet exchange."

Capital cost approximately $107 million, no requirement for GN investment

"CanArctic Inuit Net-
works is ready to build 
this critical piece of 
Canadian Arctic infra-
structure today," says 
Madeleine Redfern, 
chief operating officer 
for the company.
photo courtesy of CanArctic Inuit Networks

"CanArctic ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᑲᓱᖃᑎᒌᒃᓯᒪᔪᒥ ᐸᕐᓇᒃᓯᒪᕗᑦ 
ᐱᕈᖅᓴᐃᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᐆᒥᖓ ᐱᓪᓚᕆᐅᔪᒥ ᐃᓚᖓᓐᓂ 
ᑲᓇᑕᐅᑉ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᖓᓂ ᓄᓇᓖᑦ ᐊᑐᖅᐸᒃᑕᖏᓐᓂ 
ᐊᐅᓚᔪᓐᓇᖁᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᐅᓪᓗᒥ," ᐅᖃᖅᐳᖅ ᒫᑕᓕᓐ ᕆᐊᑦᕘᓐ, 
ᐊᐅᓚᑦᑎᔨᒻᒪᕆᒃ ᑲᒻᐸᓂᒃᑯᓐᓄᑦ.

by Derek Neary 
 Northern News Services

Nunavut

CanArctic Inuit Networks unveils plan 
to bring fibre-optic internet to Nunavut

ᐅᓪᓛᕐᔪᐊᒃᑯᑦ ᐃᑲᕐᕋᓂ ᔭᓄᐊᕆ 1–ᒥ ᕿᑭᖅᑕᓂ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᕕᖓᓂ 
(QGH) ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓂ, ᓄᓕᐊᕇᒃ ᐅᐃᖓᓗ ᐃᐊᕆᐊᓪ ᔅᑖᒃᑕᐃᔪᓪ ᐊᒻᒪ ᑎᒻ 
ᐳᕋᐅᓐ ᑐᙵᓱᒃᑎᑦᑎᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᐊᒡᒐᑕ ᔅᑖᒃᑕᐃᔪᓪᒥ ᓄᓇᕐᔪᐊᒧᑦ, ᓄᓇᕘᑉ 
ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᖑᓪᓗᓂ ᓄᑕᕋᓛᖓ 2021–ᒥ.

"ᖁᔭᓕᕐᔪᐊᖅᐳᒍᑦ ᓇᒡᓕᒍᓱᑦᑎᐊᖅᑐᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᑲᒪᑦᑎᐊᖅᑐᓂ 
ᓯᖓᐃᔪᓕᕆᔨᐅᔪᓂ ᑲᑎᙵᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᕿᑭᖅᑕᓂ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᕕᖓᓂ 
ᐅᕙᑦᑎᓐᓂ ᐃᑲᔪᓚᐅᖅᑐᓂ ᓯᖓᐃᓂᓕᒫᓐᓂ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᖁᔭᓕᕐᔪᐊᖅᐳᒍᑦ 
ᑲᒪᓇᖅᑐᓂ ᐃᕐᓂᓱᒃᓰᔨᒋᓚᐅᖅᑕᑦᑎᓐᓂ ᑲᑎᙵᓂᐅᔪᓂ, ᐃᓚᖃᖅᑐᒥ 
RN (ᐃᓗᐊᖅᓴᐃᔨᒻᒪᕆᒃ) ᒪᓕᓐᑕ ᐃᕼᐊᓗᐊᒃ, ᓘᒃᑖᖅ ᕕᐅᓇ ᒪᐃᓐ, 
ᐃᓗᐊᖅᓴᐃᔨᒻᒪᕆᒃ ᑭᐊᓕᓐ ᑯᓕᓄᔅᑭ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐃᕐᓂᓱᒃᓰᔨ ᒪᐃᒐᓐ 
ᓚᕕ ᒪᐃᓴᓐᒥ." ᑎᑎᕋᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᐅᐃᒌᒃ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᒃᓴᓕᐊᖑᔪᒥ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ 
ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᓐᓄᑦ.

ᐊᑎᓗᒃᑖᖓ ᐊᒡᒐᑕ ᒃᓛᑎᐊ ᒍᐃᓂᑦ ᔅᑖᒃᑕᐃᔪᓪ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᓅᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 
3:15 ᐅᓪᓛᒃᑯᑦ ᐅᖁᒪᐃᓐᓂᖃᖅᖢᓂ 4 ᐸᐅᓐᓂ, 6 ᐊᐅᓐᓯᔅᓂ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᑕᑭᓂᖃᖅᖢᓂ 42.5 ᓴᓐᑕᒦᑕᓂ.

"ᖁᒃᓴᓪᓚᓚᐅᖅᐳᒍᑦ ᐊᒡᒐᑕ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᖑᓪᓗᓂ 

ᓄᑕᕋᓛᖑᓂᖓᓂ 2021–ᒥ!" ᐃᓚᒋᐊᖅᓯᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ.
ᐅᐃᒌᒃ ᖁᕕᐊᓱᒃᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᓄᑕᕋᓛᒧᑦ ᐴᖑᔪᒥ ᓴᓇᔭᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ 

ᐋᓂ ᐲᑦᑕᐅᓛᓯᒧᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ ᓯᓚᑦᑐᖅᓴᕐᕕᖓᓂ ᒥᖅᑯᓄᑦ 
ᓴᓇᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᔪᒥ ᐅᐱᒋᔭᐅᓂᖓᓄᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᖑᔪᒥ 
ᓄᑕᕋᓛᖅᑖᕆᔭᐅᓂᖓᓄᑦ 2021–ᒥ.

"ᖁᕕᐊᓱᑦᑎᐊᖅᐳᒍᑦ ᐴᖑᔪᒥ; ᐱᐅᔪᒻᒪᕆᐊᓗᒃ. ᐅᐊᑲᓪᓚᖔ 
ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒃᓴᑦᑎᐊᕙᒻᒪᕆᐊᓗᒃ!"

ᐅᐃᒌᒃ ᑭᒃᑯᓕᒫᓂᒃ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᒥ ᓄᑖᒥᒃ ᖁᕕᐊᓱᖁᔨᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᐱᐅᓂᖅᐹᒥ ᐃᓱᒪᒋᔭᐅᑦᑎᐊᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᒧᑦ ᓵᙵᔭᑦᑎᓐᓄᑦ.

"ᖁᔭᓐᓇᒦᒃᑲᓐᓂᖅ ᑭᒃᑯᓕᒫᓄᑦ ᐃᑲᔪᓚᐅᖅᑐᓄᑦ ᐃᓅᑎᑦᑎᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᒥᑭᑦᑐᑯᓗᖕᒥ ᐊᒡᒐᑕᒥ ᐅᕙᑦᑎᓐᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᖁᕕᐊᓱᒋᑦᑎ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᒥ 
ᓄᑖᖑᔪᒥ, 2021! ᑕᐃᒪᑐᖅ 2021 ᓇᒃᓴᕐᓂᐊᖅᐳᖅ ᖁᕕᐊᓐᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐱᐅᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥᐅᓄᑦ!"

ᐊᒡᒐᑕ ᔅᑖᒃᑕᐃᔪᓪ ᐃᓅᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 3:15 ᐅᓪᓛᒃᑯᑦ ᔭᓄᐊᕆ 1–ᒥ

photo courtesy of Government of Nunavut

Nurse Melynda Ehaloak, left, and Dr. Fiona Main 
support tiny Agatha Stockdale as mom Arielle 
Stockdale, centre, beams at her newborn. Born at 
3:15 a.m., Agatha is Nunavut's first baby of 2021. 

ᐃᓗᐊᖅᓴᐃᔨ ᒪᓕᓐᑕ ᐃᕼᐊᓗᐊᒃ, ᓴᐅᒥᖕᒥ, ᐊᒻᒪ ᓘᒃᑖᖅ 
ᕕᐊᓇ ᒪᐃᓐ ᐃᑲᔪᖅᓱᐃᕗᑦ ᒥᑭᑦᑐᑯᓗᖕᒥ ᐊᒡᒐᑕ ᔅᑖᒃᑕᐃᔪᓪᒥ 
ᐊᓈᓇᖓ ᐃᐊᕆᐊᓪ ᔅᑖᒃᑕᐃᔪᓪ, ᕿᑎᐊᓂ, ᖁᖓᔮᖅᐳᖅ 
ᐃᕐᓂᕋᑖᖅᑕᖓᓂ. ᐃᓅᓪᓗᓂ 3:15 ᐅᓪᓛᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᒡᒐᑕ ᓄᓇᕘᑉ 
ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᖑᓪᓗᓂ ᓄᑕᕋᓛᖅᑖᖑᕗᖅ 2021–ᒥ. 

ᓄᓇᕗᑦ ᑐᙵᓱᒃᑎᑦᑎᕗᖅ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᒥ ᓄᑕᕋᓛᖅᑖᖓᓂ 2021–ᒥ
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A mother from Sanikiluaq 
who recently gave birth to a 
daughter died on Jan. 2 from 
health complications related 
to Covid-19, according to 
family members.

While pregnant, 35-year-
old Silatik Qavvik flew to 
a Winnipeg hospital for a 
scheduled appointment in 
November.

Iqaluit is the only com-
munity in Nunavut that can 
medically support childbirth, 
with residents of Sanikiluaq 
having to travel to Winnipeg 
to deliver babies.

Not too long after deliv-
ering a healthy baby girl, 
Qavvik was diagnosed with 
Covid-19.

"After surgery – they had 
removed the baby through 
surgery – she was tested for 
Covid," said Johnnie Cookie, 
Qavvik's father and mayor of 
Sanikiluaq on Jan. 3. "Her 
results were positive."

The subsequent corona-
virus symptoms and hospital-
ization lasted over a month.

While Qavvik, a mother 
to five children, persevered 
through Covid-19, parts of her 
body suffered serious damage, 
leading to complications and 
her recent passing.

"We were told by the 
doctor that she was Covid-
free because Covid had dis-
appeared from her," said 
Cookie. "But because the 
Covid was a very serious ill-
ness, she had to be on a venti-
lator all this time and she 
passed away.

"We were told her liver and 
kidneys were (damaged)," he 
added. "It's hard to describe."

Qavvik's relatives were 

hopeful she would recover 
after the news she was Covid-
free.

"We as a family were so 
hurt about it, for a while we 
heard she was going to get 
better."

Her newborn is now in 
Sanikiluaq and she "is fine," 
according to Cookie.

As an Elder who's suscept-
ible to Covid's effects and 
being needed in his leadership 
role in Sanikiluaq in Novem-
ber as cases of the virus arose 
in the community, Cookie 
could not be with his daughter 
in Winnipeg.

"Every day as mayor, I had 
to concentrate on what to do, 
towards her and also towards 
the hamlet operations," Cook-
ie said. "I would just like to 
thank everybody who has 
been there and supporting us, 
through messages."

On Nov. 26, while in the 
hospital, Qavvik posted on 
Facebook:

"People are not taking this 
seriously. They think Covid 
is funny. Look where I am at 
now. I am at NICU (neonatal 
intensive care unit). This isn't 
funny at all. I'm so scared, I 
am here to get better. I left my 
baby because she couldn't be 
here with me."

Cookie urged everybody 
to listen to authorities when 
it comes to Covid-19, for the 
safety of Nunavummiut.

"I want everyone to be 
very careful and try to listen 
to health representatives, the 
rules that they make for the 
safety of everyone in Nuna-
vut."

On Jan. 5 Nunavut News 
reported that two GoFundMe 
pages have been set up to help 
bring financial aid to Qavvik's 
five children.

Silatik Qavvik flew to a Winnipeg hospital in November,  
delivered her baby and was diagnosed with the disease

photo courtesy of Johnnie Cookie

Sanikiluaq resident Silatik Qavvik died Jan. 2 from health complications in relation to Covid-19, not long 
after giving birth to a new daughter.

ᓴᓂᑭᓗᐊᕐᒥᐅᑕᖅ ᓯᓚᑎᒃ ᖃᕝᕕᒃ ᐃᓅ)ᓐᓃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᔭᓄᐊᕆ 2–ᒥ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᙱᑦᑐᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐊᑲᐅᙱᓕᐅᕈᑕᐅᔪᓄᑦ 
ᐱᑎᑕᐅᔪᒥ ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓇᖅ-19–ᒥ, ᕿᓚᒻᒥᐅᔪᒥ ᐃᒃᓂᓚᐅᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᐸᓂᒃᑖᓵᖓᓂ.

by Trevor Wright 
 Northern News Services

Sanikiluaq

Sanikiluaq mother dies  
of Covid complications

RCMP seek feedback  
for body camera survey

Nunavut
Nunavut's RCMP are inviting Nunavummiut to respond to a 

survey on body cameras, which police officers in Iqaluit started 
wearing on Nov. 30.

The Mounties have made a questionnaire available in Inuk-
titut, English and French at: https://www.rcmp-grc.gc.ca/en/nu/
body-worn-cameras-iqaluit

Those living in Iqaluit without access to the internet can pick 
up a copy of the survey at the city's detachment building.

Some of the topics include: body-worn cameras help the 
police to be more transparent and body-worn cameras are an 
invasion of my privacy. Respondents are asked whether they 
strongly agree, agree, are neutral, disagree or strongly disagree 
with those statements.

Another question posed is: do you have any cultural, reli-
gious, or spiritual concerns with the use of body-worn cameras 
in your community?

– Derek Neary

NeWS in brief
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ᐱᙳᐊᕐᕕᑦ ᐃᓗᓕᖃᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᑲᒫᓗᓂᑦ, ᐊᓕᖅᓯᓂᑦ, ᐳᐊᓗᓂᑦ, 
ᖁᖓᓯᕈᕐᓂ, ᓇᓴᕐᓂᑦ

ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᐊᕈᓰᑦ ᑕᑖᖅᐳᑦ ᐴᖅᑲᖅᓯᒪᔪᓂ ᖁᕕᐊᓲᓯᐊᒃᓴᓂ.
ᖁᖓᔮᖅᑐᓂ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑎᓂᑦ ᑎᒍᒥᐊᖅᑐᑦ ᑎᑎᖅᑲᐅᓯᐊᕕᖕᓂ 

ᑕᑖᖅᑐᓂ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖕᒧᑦ ᓱᓇᒃᑯᑖᒃᓴᓂ. 
ᐅᑯᐊ ᐃᓚᖏᑦ ᒫᓐᓇᓕᓴᐅᔪᒥ ᑕᑯᒃᓴᐅᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᐊᔾᔨᒌᙱᑦᑐᓂ 

ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᓄᓇᓕᐅᔪᓂ ᖁᔭᓐᓇᒦᒃ ᐊᒥᓱᒻᒪᕆᐊᓗᖕᓂ 
ᑐᓐᓂᖅᑯᓯᐊᖑᔪᓂ ᖃᓪᓗᓈᑦ ᓄᓇᖏᓐᓂ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᓇᒃᓯᐅᔾᔨᕗᑦ 
ᐃᑲᔪᕈᑎᒃᓴᓂ ᐅᕘᓇ ᑲᑎᙵᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᖃᐃᔨᒪᔭᐅᔪᓂ ᐅᐊᖕᓇᒥ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ 
ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒃᓴᕋᓛᓂᑦ. 

"ᑕᐅᑐᒃᑕᑐᐊᖃᑲᐃᓐᓇᓲᖑᕗᒍᑦ ᐊᒃᓱᕈᕐᓂᑦᑎᓐᓂ ᐃᑲᔪᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᓄᑦ, ᐊᔪᖅᓴᖅᑐᓄᑦ ᓂᕿᑖᕐᕕᖕᓄᑦ, 
ᖃᔪᖅᑐᕐᕕᖕᓂ, ᐃᓄᑐᖃᕐᓄᑦ ᑲᑎᙵᓂᐅᔪᓂ, ᐃᓱᒪᒧᑦ 
ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᙱᑦᑐᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐱᒋᐊᕈᑕᐅᔪᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᓯᖏᓐᓄᑦ 
ᐳᐃᒍᖅᑕᐅᔮᖅᑐᓄᑦ, ᑮᓇᐅᔭᖃᖅᑎᑕᐅᙱᑦᑐᓄᑦ ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ 
ᑮᓇᐅᔭᖃᖅᑎᑕᐅᙱᓗᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᓄᑦ," ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᓯᓐᑎ 
ᑎᓕᓐ, ᐃᓱᒪᑐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᑲᑐᔾᔨᖃᑎᒌᖑᔪᓄᑦ, ᐋᖅᑭᒃᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ 
ᖄᖏᖅᓯᒪᓕᖅᑐᓂ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᓄᑦ ᑎᓴᒪᓄᑦ.

ᑕᐃᒪᙵᓂ, ᐅᐊᖕᓇᒥ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒃᓴᕋᓛᑦ ᓇᒃᓯᐅᔾᔨᓯᒪᕗᑦ 
ᖁᕕᐊᓲᓯᐊᒃᓴᓂ ᐊᑐᓂ ᓄᓇᓕᐅᔪᓄᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ, ᐃᓚᖏᑦ 
ᖃᔅᓰᖅᓱᖅᑕᐅᒐᓚᒃᖢᑎᒃ. ᑕᐃᒪᙵᓂ ᑲᑐᔾᔨᖃᑎᒌᖑᔪᑦ ᐱᒋᐊᕐᓂᖓᓂ, 
17,542–ᖑᔪᓂ ᖁᕕᐊᓱᒡᕕᖕᒥ ᖁᕕᐊᓲᓯᐊᒃᓴᓂ ᐊᐅᓪᓚᖅᑎᑕᐅᓯᒪᕗᑦ 
ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑎᓄᑦ, 1,352–ᓂ ᓂᕿᓂᑦ ᐴᖅᑲᖅᓯᒪᔪᓂ 
ᐊᐅᓪᓚᖅᑎᑕᐅᓯᒪᕗᑦ ᐃᓄᑐᖃᕐᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑮᓇᐅᔭᓂ ᐱᕈᖅᓴᐃᓯᒪᓪᓗᑎᒃ 
ᑎᑭᐅᑎᓯᒪᔪᒧᑦ ᐅᓄᕐᓂᖅᓴᐅᔪᒥ $68,000–ᓂ, ᐅᖃᐅᓯᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᑎᓕᓐᒧᑦ, 
ᓄᓇᖃᖅᑐᒥ ᑳᒻᓘᑉᔅ, ᐳᕆᑎᔅ ᑲᓚᒻᐱᐊᒥ. 

ᑕᒪᓐᓇ ᑕᒪᒃᑭᐅᒪᔪᒥ ᑎᑎᕋᖅᓯᒪᓂᐅᙱᓚᖅ ᑲᑐᔾᔨᖃᑎᒌᖑᔪᑦ 
ᐱᓕᕆᓯᒪᔭᖏᓐᓂ, ᐆᒃᑑᑎᑐᐃᓐᓇᖅ. 

ᐅᐊᖕᓇᒥ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒃᓴᕋᓛᑦ ᐱᒋᐊᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᓇᒃᓯᐅᔾᔨᓪᓗᑎᒃ 
ᐃᑲᔪᖅᓱᐃᓂᕐᒥ ᐅᕘᓇ 'ᐃᔨᕋᖅᑐᖅᑕᐅᔪᒥ ᓵᓐᑕᒥ' ᐱᓕᕆᐊᕆᔭᐅᓂᐅᔪᒥ.

"ᑐᕌᖓᓇᓱᐊᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐃᑲᑦᑐᕆᒃᑐᒥ ᐃᓅᔪᓂ ᓂᕈᒥᐊᒐᖓᓂ 
ᑲᓇᑕᒧᑐᐃᓐᓇᖅ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ ᓱᕈᓯᕐᓄᑦ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓇᓗᓇᐃᕋᒃᑯ 
ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒃᓴᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐅᓂᒃᑳᕆᓪᓗᒍ ᖃᓄᖅ ᐱᐅᔪᒻᒪᕆᐊᓗᖕᓂ 
ᑭᓱᑐᐃᓐᓇᓂ ᑎᑭᑉᐸᖕᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᒥᑭᑦᑐᓂ ᐴᖅᑲᖅᓯᒪᓂᐅᔪᒥ, 
ᐊᒥᓱᒃᑲᓐᓂᕐᓂ ᐃᓄᖕᓂ ᐃᓚᐅᖃᑕᐅᔪᒪᓕᖅᑎᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᖁᖓᑎᑦᑎᓗᑎᒃ ᓱᕈᓯᕐᒥ ᐃᓄᑐᖃᕐᒥᓪᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᑮᓇᖓᓄᑦ," ᑎᓕᓐ 
ᐃᖅᑲᐃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ. "ᐅᔾᔨᕈᓱᒃᐳᒍᑦ ᐃᓚᖏᓐᓂ ᐊᒃᖢᓛᖑᔪᓂ ᓱᕈᓯᕐᓂ 
ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᓄᓇᖃᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐃᓱᒪᕗᒍᑦ 

ᖃᐅᔨᒪᓪᓗᐊᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᓵᓐᑕ ᓱᓕ ᐃᓱᒪᒋᕙᒃᐸᖏᑦ ᐃᓱᒪᒋᓇᒍ ᓇᒥ 
ᓄᓇᖃᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐃᓅᓰᑦ ᒪᑭᒪᐅᑏᓪᓗ ᐅᓂᒃᑳᕆᓯᒪᓂᐅᔪᓂ 
ᐊᖏᕐᕋᕆᔭᐅᔪᓄᑦ."

ᐱᒋᐊᕈᑕᐅᔪᖅ ᐱᕈᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᖏᓐᓇᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ. ᖄᖏᖅᓯᒪᓕᖅᑐᓂ 
ᖃᔅᓯᒐᓚᖕᓄᑦ ᑕᖅᑭᓄᑐᐃᓐᓇᖅ, ᐊᒥᓱᓂ ᐴᖅᑲᖅᓯᒪᔪᓂ ᓇᒃᓯᐅᔾᔭᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ 
ᐃᖃᓗᒃᑑᑦᑎᐊᕐᒧᑦ, ᖁᕐᓗᖅᑐᖅ, ᐃᒡᓗᓕᒑᕐᔪᒃ, ᐃᒃᐱᐊᕐᔪᒃ, ᑕᓗᕐᔪᐊᖅ, 
ᕿᑭᖅᑕᕐᔪᐊᖅ, ᒥᑦᑎᒪᑕᓕᒃ, ᐊᕐᕕᐊᒃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓴᓂᑭᓗᐊᕐᒧᑦ. 

ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑕᐅᒃᑲᓐᓂᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᐅᓪᓚᖅᑎᑕᐅᓵᓕᓂᐊᓕᖅᐳᖅ 
ᓴᓂᑭᓗᐊᕐᒧᑦ. ᑎᓕᓐ ᖃᐅᔨᒐᒥ ᒫᓐᓇᓕᓴᐅᔪᒥ ᐃᓅᔪᓐᓃᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᓯᓚᑎᒃ ᖃᕝᕕᖕᒥ, ᓴᖅᑭᑎᑦᑎᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒃᓴᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᑦᑎᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᒥ 
"ᓕᓯ ᓇᒡᓕᖕᓂᕐᒥ." ᐃᓗᓕᖃᕐᓂᐊᖅᐳᖅ ᕿᐱᓕᐊᒥ ᒥᖅᓱᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᒥ 
ᖃᓪᓗᓈᖅᑕᓂ ᑐᓂᔭᐅᔪᓂ ᖃᔅᓯᒐᓚᖕᓂ ᐃᓚᒋᔭᐅᔪᓂ ᐅᐊᖕᓇᒥ 
ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒃᓴᕋᓛᓄᑦ. ᓕᓯ ᐊᑎᕆᔭᐅᕗᖅ ᖃᕝᕕᐅᑉ 
ᐃᓅᕋᑖᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ ᐸᓂᖓᓂ, ᐃᕐᓂᓚᐅᖅᑕᖓᓂ ᑕᖅᑭᐸᓗᖕᒥ ᓯᕗᓂᐊᓂ 
ᐃᓅᔪᓐᓃᓚᐅᕐᓂᖓᓂ. 

ᑎᑎᖅᑲᓂ ᒪᒥᐊᓐᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᓇᒡᓕᒍᓱᖕᓂᕐᒥ ᓇᒃᓯᐅᔾᔭᐅᓂᐊᕆᕗᑦ 
ᖃᕝᕕᐅᑉ ᐃᓚᖏᓐᓄᑦ. 

ᒥᑦᑎᒪᑕᓕᖕᒥ, ᓂᓴ ᓱᒥᐅᕐ ᐃᑲᔪᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᑐᓐᓂᖅᓴᐃᓂᕐᒥ 
ᖁᕕᐊᓲᓯᐊᓂ 300–ᐸᓗᖕᓄᑦ ᐃᓄᖕᓄᑦ ᑎᓯᐱᕆᒥ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐅᔾᔨᕈᓱᒃᐳᖅ 
ᖁᕕᐊᓐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᑐᓐᓂᕆᔭᐅᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᓇᒃᓴᖅᑕᖓᓂ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓄᑦ 
ᐱᒋᐊᓕᓵᖅᑐᓄᑦ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᓄᑦ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑎᓄᑦ.

"ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᐅᕙᓂ ᒥᑦᑎᒪᑕᓕᖕᒥ ᖁᔭᓕᕐᔪᐊᖅᐳᑦ ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᕐᓂᑦᑎᓐᓂ 
ᐃᓄᖕᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓱᕈᓯᖏᓐᓄᑦ," ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᓱᒥᐅᕐ, 
ᐱᓕᕆᖃᑕᐅᓲᒥᒃ ᐊᖏᔪᒥ ᐱᓕᕆᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᓄᓇᓕᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᔪᖅᓴᖅᑐᓄᑦ 
ᓂᕿᑖᕐᕕᖓᓂ, ᐃᓚᖃᖅᑐᒥ ᐅᐃᖓᓂ. ᑎᓕᓐ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ 
ᑲᓇᑕᒥᐅᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᙱᓚᖅ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗᑦᑕᐅᖅ ᑐᓂᓯᖃᑎᒋᕙᒃᑕᖏᓐᓂ. 
ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᖃᓲᖑᕗᑦ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᕐᒥᐅᓂ ᐃᑲᔪᖅᐸᒃᑕᖏᓐᓂ 
"ᐃᓚᒋᓂᖏᓐᓂ."

"ᖃᐅᔨᒑᖓᑦᑕ ᑭᓱᑐᐃᓐᓇᓂ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᕐᒥᐅᑦ 
ᐊᒃᓱᕈᕈᑎᒋᕙᒃᑕᖏᓐᓂ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᖃᓄᖅ ᐃᑲᔪᕈᓐᓇᕐᓂᑦᑎᓐᓂ, 
ᐊᔪᕐᓇᑦᑎᐊᖅᐳᖅ ᑕᑯᙱᑦᑕᕆᐊᒃᓴᖅ," ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᑎᓕᓐ. "ᓄᓇᒥ 
ᓇᒦᓐᓂᖓᓂ, ᓇᒦᕈᓘᔭᖅᐳᒍᑦ, ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᐆᒻᒪᑎᕗᑦ ᐅᑯᓇᓃᑉᐳᑦ 
ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᕐᒥᐅᑕᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᖁᕕᐊᓱᒃᐳᒍᑦ ᐃᑲᔪᕈᓐᓇᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᒥᑭᑦᑑᑕᐅᒐᓗᐊᖅᐸᑦ ᐱᔪᓐᓇᖅᑕᑦᑎᓐᓂ."

photo courtesy of Northern Canada Mini Projects

Gavin Mickiyuk was among the Sanikiluaq resi-
dents who came out to the community hall for a 
look at all the clothing that Northern Canada Mini 
Projects donors sent in December.

ᒑᕕᓐ ᒥᑭᔪᒃ ᐃᓚᒋᔭᐅᖃᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᓴᓂᑭᓗᐊᕐᒥᐅᑕᓂ 
ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ ᐱᙳᐊᕐᕕᖕᒧᐊᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ ᕿᓂᕆᐊᖅᑐᖅᖢᓂ 
ᐊᓐᓄᕌᓕᒫᓂ ᐅᐊᖕᓇᒥ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒃᓴᕋᓛᑦ 
ᑐᓂᐅᖅᑲᖅᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᓂ ᓇᒃᓯᐅᔾᔭᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᓂ ᑎᓯᐱᕆᒥ. 
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ᖃᓪᓗᓈᑦ ᓄᓇᖓᓐᓂ ᓇᒃᓯᐅᔾᔨᕗᑦ ᐊᒥᓱᐊᓗᖕᓂ ᐊᓐᓄᕌᓂᑦ, ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖕᒧᑦ ᓱᓇᒃᑯᑖᒃᓴᓂ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐱᙳᐊᓂ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒧᑦ ᓄᓇᓕᐅᔪᓄᑦ 

ᐅᐊᖕᓇᒥ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒃᓴᕋᓛᑦ ᑐᓂᓰᓐᓇᖅᐳᑦ

All non-urgent eye care 
was put on pause when there 
was an outbreak of Covid-19 
in Nunavut, but it is expected 
those who are seeking non-
urgent eye care should be 

able to see eye teams in the 
territory soon.

Eye teams in Nunavut are 
funded by Indigenous Servi-
ces Canada (ISC) Non Insured 
Health Benefits (NIHB) for eli-
gible Inuit and First Nations 
recipients living in the territory. 

The impacts of Covid-19 

in 2020 with the first lock-
down and the outbreak late 
in the year has affected eye 
teams being able travel to 
the territory's various com-
munities.

Danarae Sommerville, 
Communications Special-
ist with the Department of 

Health stated that "this has 
put a strain on the eye teams 
being able to meet the travel 
demands in each community" 
which has resulted in more 
people being put on waitlists.

Teams typically travel to 
Iqaluit between six to eight 
times a year, where they stay 

around for three to four days, 
on average according to the 
Department of Health they 
are able to see approximately 
24 patients in a day, and visit 
various Qikiqtani commun-
ities two to three times per 
year depending on the length 
of the waitlist.

The department of health 
stated a hope to enhance ser-
vices in the near future.

The Government of Nuna-
vut still offers urgent oph-
thalmological care for Nuna-
vummiut who have a valid 
Nunavut healthcare card. If 
coming from a health centre 
the local community health 
nurse would consult an on-
call physician and would sub-
sequently refer the patient to 
an ophthalmologist.

Optometrists, which differ 
from ophthalmologists, pri-
marily perform eye exams 
and vision tests while the 

latter can treat a wider range 
of eye-related medical con-
cerns.

The current waitlist with 
optometry services in Nuna-
vut being funded by the ISC 
NIHB is prioritized for eli-
gible residents first. Those 
who are not covered by NIHB 
are seen only if the eye team 
has available time and space 
to see non-indigenous clients.

There are no licensed 
optometrists providing a pri-
vate service in Nunavut. With 
the wait times in the territory 
being what they are Sommer-
ville said people should con-
sider arranging appointments 
if traveling.

"If they travel outside of 
Nunavut for personal travel, 
medical travel or duty travel, 
(Nunavummiut) should con-
sider arranging optometry 
appointments while in the 
south."

Lockdowns and outbreak affected care team's ability to travel, extended waitlists

Trevor Wright/NNSL photo

The GN recommends to make optometry appoint-
ments while traveling down south if possible. 

ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᑦ ᐃᔨᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᐃᓂᒃᓴᓕᐅᖅᑕᐅᕝᕕᓕᐅᖁᔨᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᐊᐅᓪᓛᖅᓯᒪᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ 
ᖃᓪᓗᓈᑦ ᓄᓇᖓᓐᓂ ᐊᔪᕐᓇᙱᑐᐊᕌᖓᑦ.

by Trevor Wright 
 Northern News Services
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Non-urgent eye care to resume this month
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Nunavut's largest gold 
producer has agreed to pur-
chase the territory's only 
other active gold mine at a 
higher price than a previ-
ous deal that was quashed 
by the federal government in 
December.

Agnico Eagle Mines has 
agreed to pay $2.20 per share 
to acquire TMAC Resour-
ces and operational control 
of its Hope Bay project in the 
Kitikmeot region, for a total 
of $286.6 million, the offer 
was announced on Jan. 4.

TMAC had previously 
accepted Shandong Gold 
Mining's bid of $1.75 per 
share – representing $230 
million – but that arrange-
ment fell apart on Dec. 21 
when the Government of 
Canada, upon concluding 
a national security review, 
prevented the Chinese state-
owned company from tak-
ing ownership of Canadian 
resources.

Agnico Eagle has also 
agreed to take care of 
TMAC's outstanding debt 
and deferred interest and fees.

Kitikmeot Inuit Asso-
ciation President Stanley 
Anablak says his organiza-
tion is "optimistic and sup-
portive" upon learning of 
Agnico Eagle's plans to pur-
chase TMAC Resources and 
take control of the Hope Bay 
property, 125 km southwest 
of Cambridge Bay.

"KIA is happy that a 
mature mining company with 
significant Canadian and 
Arctic experience has pro-
posed to acquire the Hope 
Bay Project," Anablak stated 
in a Jan. 5 news release. 

"Agnico Eagle has a track 
record of success in Nunavut. 
KIA realizes that while the 
Hope Bay project has sig-
nificant potential for Nuna-
vut and Canada, this poten-
tial will require effort from 
AEM, Inuit and Canada to 
succeed. Our organization 
looks forward to future dis-
cussions with Agnico Eagle 
to learn about their plans and 
how we can work together to 
help the Hope Bay Project 
fulfill its promise to Inuit and 
Canada."

The KIA, a royalty-col-
lecting minority shareholder 
in TMAC Resources, never 
approved of the Shandong 
attempted takeover.

Agnico Eagle CEO Sean 
Boyd said on Tuesday that it's 
too soon to say whether the 
KIA's existing Inuit Impact 
and Benefit Agreement may 
be renegotiated as part of the 

new ownership regime.
The rate of Inuit employ-

ment at Hope Bay has ranged 
between 11 and 15 per cent. 
Boyd said Toronto-head-
quartered Agnico Eagle will 
require more workers as it 
expands production at the 
site and he wants the Inuit 
workforce to "increase sig-
nificantly." 

The return date for Nuna-
vummiut miners, who were 
sent home with pay in March 
due to Covid, is still undeter-
mined, and Agnico Eagle 
is awaiting signals from the 
chief public health officer.  

"Our objective is to get 
everybody back as quickly 
as possible," Boyd said, add-
ing that sorting out employ-
ee compensation long-term 
at Hope Bay remains to be 
negotiated.

CeO explains sudden 
interest in Hope Bay
Agnico Eagle's appetite to 

acquire the oft-troubled Hope 
Bay project at a premium are 
multifold, according to Boyd. 

TMAC made a number 
of operational improvements 
at the Doris gold mine over 
the past year, boosting effi-
ciencies and generating cash, 
Boyd noted. That drove up 
the value of the property and, 
consequently, Agnico Eagle's 
bid, he explained. 

Another factor was that, 
when TMAC went up for sale 
a year ago, Agnico Eagle was 
focused on resolving start-up 
challenges on the ground at 
its Meliadine gold mine and 
Amaruq gold deposit in the 
Kivalliq. 

"It wasn't the right time 
for us to take on something 
else in Nunavut," said Boyd, 
adding that Covid emerged a 
short while later.

Something else that 
changed was the federal gov-
ernment's mindset regarding 
mining in Canada's North, 
according to Boyd. Follow-
ing the offer from Shandong 
and the subsequent nation-
al security review, Ottawa 
"realize(d) there's signifi-
cant opportunity in Canada's 
North," he said.

Some initial ideas have 
been exchanged on the need 
for federal investment in 
infrastructure in the North, 
he said, citing renewable 
energy such as wind farms, 
high-speed internet and train-
ing programs for employees 
as examples. 

"One of the things Agnico 
has learned is that we like 
to do a lot but we can't do 
everything. We need partners 
to work with us to improve 
the investment climate and 

improve the conditions there," 
said Boyd. 

"I can tell you that it's 
totally different (with the fed-
eral government) than it was 

a few years ago where it was 
a struggle to get them to pay 
attention to what we were 
doing up in Nunavut. 

"They are actively 

engaged and have been over 
the last year or so." 

Boyd acknowledged that 
Hope Bay comes with some 
obstacles, namely escalated 

expenditures. 
The break-even point for 

selling gold from the Doris 

Kitikmeot Inuit Association 'optimistic and supportive' of $286.6-million offer for TMAC Resources

image courtesy of Agnico Eagle

Agnico Eagle yields gold from the Meliadine mine, 25 kilometers north of Rankin Inlet and the Amaruq 
deposit, 50 km northwest of Baker Lake. The company operated the Meadowbank Mine, 110 km north of 
Baker Lake, from 2010 to 2019, producing more than three million ounces of gold. The Doris gold mine on 
the Hope Bay property will mark Agnico Eagle's first foray into the Kitikmeot region.

ᐊᒡᓂᑯ ᐄᒍᓪ ᒎᓗᓂ ᐱᕗᑦ ᐃᖃᓗᒑᕐᔪᒃ ᐅᔭᕋᖕᓂᐊᕐᕕᖓᓂ, 25 ᑭᓛᒥᑐᓂ ᐅᐊᖕᓇᒥ ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐊᒪᕈᖅ ᐅᔭᕋᖕᓂᐊᕐᕕᖓᓂ, 
50 ᑭᓛᒥᑐᒥ ᐅᐊᖕᓇᒥ ᐱᓇᖕᓇᒥ ᖃᒪᓂᑦᑐᐊᕐᒥ. ᑲᒻᐸᓂᐅᔪᖅ ᐊᐅᓚᑦᑎᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᒥᐊᑐᐹᖕᒃ ᐅᔭᕋᖕᓂᐊᕐᕕᖓᓂ, 110 ᑭᓛᒥᑐᒥ 
ᐅᐊᖕᓇᒥ ᖃᒪᓂᑦᑐᐊᕐᒥ 2010–ᒥ 2019–ᒧᑦ, ᓴᖅᑭᑎᑦᑎᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᐅᓄᕐᓂᖅᓴᐅᔪᒥ 3 ᒥᓕᐊᓐᓂ ᐊᐅᓐᓯᔅᓂ ᒎᓗᓂᑦ. ᑐᐊᕆᔅ ᒎᓗᒥ 
ᐅᔭᕋᖕᓂᐊᕐᕕᖓ ᑲᑉᐱᓕᕼᐃᖅᑑᖅ ᓄᓇᖁᑎᖓᓐᓂ ᓇᓗᓇᐃᖅᓯᓂᐊᖅᐳᖅ ᐊᒡᓂᑯ ᐄᒍᓪᑯᑦ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᖑᔪᒥ ᐱᓕᕆᓇᓱᐊᕐᓂᖓᓐᓂ 
ᕿᑎᕐᒥᐅᓂ ᐊᕕᒃᑐᖅᓯᒪᓂᐅᔪᒥ.

by Derek Neary 
 Northern News Services

Kitikmeot

Agnico Eagle makes bid  
for Hope Bay gold mine
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ᐋᓐᓂᐊᓕᕇᒃᑯᑎᖅᑕᐅᓂᖅ ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓇᖅ-19–
ᒧᑦ ᐱᒋᐊᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᔭᓄᐊᕆ 6–ᒥ, 
70-ᓂ-ᐅᑭᐅᓕᖕᒥ ᔫᓯᐱ ᐋᑕᒻᔅᒧᑦ, ᐃᒡᓗᖃᖃᑕᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓂ ᐃᓄᑐᖃᒃᑯᕕᖕᒥ, ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐸᐅᔪᒪᓪᓗᓂ 
ᐃᓅᓪᓗᓂ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᐱᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᒪᑑᕐᓇ 
ᐋᓐᓂᐊᓕᕇᒃᑯᑎᒥᒃ.

ᐊᒥᓱᐃᑦ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᓕᒫᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ 
ᐱᔪᒪᓗᐊᙱᓐᓂᖃᖅᐳᑦ ᓈᒻᒪᒃᓴᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐋᓐᓂᐊᓕᕇᒃᑯᑎᓂᑦ ᐊᑦᑕᓇᙱᓐᓂᖓᓂ, 
ᐅᖃᐅᓯᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᐃᓱᒫᓘᑕᐅᔪᓂ ᖃᓄᖅ ᓱᒃᑲᓂᖓᓂ 
ᐃᓅᓕᓴᖅᑕᐅᓂᖅ ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᑎᑕᐅᓚᐅᕐᓂᖓᓂ 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓴᖅᑭᑎᑕᐅᓂᖓᓄᑦ, ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ 
ᖃᐅᔨᒪᓂᖃᙱᓗᐊᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᐊᑯᓂᐅᔪᒃᑯᑦ 
ᐊᒃᑐᐃᓂᐅᔪᓐᓇᖅᑐᓄᑦ. 

ᐅᑯᐊ ᓈᒻᒪᒃᑐᒥ ᐃᓱᒫᓘᑕᐅᕗᑦ, ᑭᓯᐊᓂ 
ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᕆᔨᐅᔪᓄᑦ RNA (mRNA) 
ᐋᓐᓂᐊᓕᕇᒃᑯᑎᓄᑦ ᓲᕐᓗ ᒪᑑᕐᓇ ᐊᒻᒪ ᕙᐃᓱᕐ 
ᐋᓐᓂᐊᓕᕇᒃᑯᑏᑦ ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᑎᑕᐅᓯᒪᕗᑦ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᑦ 20 
ᐅᖓᑖᓄᑦ. ᐊᑐᙱᖔᕐᓗᑎᒃ ᓴᙲᒃᑎᒋᐊᖅᓯᒪᔪᓂ 
ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᐱᒋᐊᖅᑎᑕᐅᓯᒪᙱᑦᑐᓂ ᖁᐱᕐᕈᐃᑦ 
ᐊᐃᑦᑐᐃᓐᓇᖅᑐᒥ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᓲᖑᕗᖅ 
ᐃᔭᕈᕙᐅᔭᑦᑎᓐᓂ ᓄᑭᓕᐅᕈᑕᐅᔪᓂᒃ – ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ 
ᐃᓚᐃᓐᓇᖏᓂᓪᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᓄᑭᓕᐅᖅᑐᒥ – ᐱᒋᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᔪᒥ 
ᓴᐳᒻᒥᔾᔪᑎᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᑭᐅᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᑎᒥᑦᑕ ᐃᓗᐊᓂ. 

ᑕᐃᓐᓇ ᓴᐳᒻᒥᔾᔪᑎᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᑭᐅᓂᖓ 
ᐅᕙᑦᑎᓐᓂ ᓴᐳᔾᔨᓯᓯᒪᓲᖑᕗᖅ ᑖᔅᓱᒥᖓ ᖁᐱᕐᕈᐃᑦ 
ᐊᐃᑦᑐᐃᓐᓇᖅᑐᒥ.

ᓱᒃᑲᔪᒥ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᖅᑕᐅᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᑎᑕᐅᓂᖓᓂ 
ᐱᔪᓐᓇᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐱᔾᔪᑎᖃᖅᑐᒥ ᓄᓇᕐᔪᐊᓕᒫᒥ 
ᐱᓕᕆᖃᑎᖃᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓄᓇᕐᔪᐊᒥ ᐱᔪᒪᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐃᓄᖕᓄᑦ ᓴᐳᔾᔭᐅᓯᒪᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᐆᒪᙵᑦ 
ᐋᓐᓂᐊᕐᓇᐅᔪᒥ.

ᑭᓱᓕᒫᑦ ᐱᔭᕇᖅᑕᐅᔪᓂ ᐱᔭᕇᖅᑕᐅᓴᕋᐃᑦᑑᔪᒥ 
ᐅᓗᕆᐊᓇᙱᓚᖅ ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ 
ᐱᔭᕇᖅᓯᒪᓂᐅᙱᓚᖅ. ᓲᕐᓗ ᐊᕐᕕᓕᖅᕈᐊᖅ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᒃ. ᑰᒑᕐᔫᑉ ᓄᑖᖑᔪᒥ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖓ, 
ᓵᓚᖃᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ ᓴᓇᔭᐅᓯᒪᓂᐊᖅᑐᓂᒃ ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓯᒪᓂᐅᔪᒥ 

ᑎᑎᕋᐅᔭᖅᑕᐅᓂᖓᓄᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᔨᐅᔪᓂ ᓴᓇᔭᐅᓂᖓᓄᑦ 
ᒪᕐᕉᖕᓂ ᓵᓚᖃᐅᓯᐊᓂᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ "ᓱᒃᑲᔪᒥ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᐃᓱᒪᑐᓂᕐᒥ ᑭᐅᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐊᒃᓱᕈᕈᑕᐅᔪᓂ ᓴᓇᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓇᑉᐸᖅᑎᕆᓂᕐᒥ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖕᒥ ᐅᖓᓯᒃᑐᒥ 
ᐃᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐅᕘᓇ ᐱᔭᕇᖅᑕᐅᓴᕋᐃᒋᐊᖃᖅᑐᒥ," 
ᐅᖃᐅᓯᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᓐᓂ 
ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᐊᖑᔪᒥ. ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᒃ ᐱᔭᕇᖅᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 
ᐊᕐᕌᒍᓂ ᒪᕐᕉᖕᓂ, ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᒐᔪᒃᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᐊᒃᕌᒍᓄᑦ 
ᐱᖓᓱᓄᑦ ᑎᓴᒪᓂᓪᓘᓐᓃᑦ.

ᐃᒃᐱᒍᓱᖕᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᑐᐊᕕᕐᓇᕐᓂᖓᓂ 
ᑲᔪᖏᖅᓴᐃᓂᐅᔪᓐᓇᖅᐳᖅ ᖃᓄᐃᓐᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᑭᐅᔭᐅᔭᕆᐊᖃᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ. ᑕᐅᑐᙳᐊᕐᓗᒍ 
ᐃᖏᕐᕋᑎᑦᑎᔪᓐᓇᕈᑦᑕ ᐃᑲᔪᕈᑎᒃᓴᓂ 
ᑮᓇᐅᔭᖃᖅᑎᑕᐅᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓄᓇᓖᑦ ᐊᑐᖅᐸᒃᑕᖏᑦ 
ᐊᐅᓚᔪᓐᓇᖁᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᐃᓚᑰᓂᐅᔪᑦ ᐊᔾᔨᐸᓗᐊᓂ 
ᐊᖏᒡᓕᒋᐊᖅᑐᒥ ᐊᑯᓂᐅᓂᐅᔪᒥ, ᐱᓗᐊᖅᑐᒥ 
ᐃᒡᓗᒃᓴᖃᖅᑎᑦᑎᒃᑲᓐᓂᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ.

ᐅᒃᑐᐱᕆᒥ, ᓘᒃᑖᖅ ᑐᕇᓴ ᑖᒻ, ᑲᓇᑕᐅᑉ 
ᐃᓄᓕᒫᓄᑦ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᙱᑦᑐᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᐊᖓᔪᖅᑳᖓ (CPHO), ᑎᑎᕋᐃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 
ᐅᓗᕆᐊᓇᕐᓂᕐᒥ ᓴᙱᓂᐅᔪᒧᑦ: ᑕᐃᒪᐃᓪᓗᐊᖅᑎᑕᐅᓂᕐᒥ 
ᑐᕌᒐᕆᔭᐅᔪᖅ ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓇᖅ-19–ᒧᑦ, ᑎᑎᕋᕐᕕᐅᑉ 
ᐅᓂᒃᑳᓕᐊᖓ ᖃᓄᐃᓐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐃᓄᓕᒫᓄᑦ 
ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᙱᑦᑐᓕᕆᓂᕐᒥ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ 2020–ᒥ.

ᐃᓗᐊᓂ, ᓘᒃᑖᖅ ᑖᒻ ᐅᖃᖅᐳᖅ: "ᐅᓇ ᐊᒥᓱᓄᑦ 
ᖃᓂᒻᒪᓐᓇᐅᔪᒥ ᑕᑯᒃᓴᐅᑎᑦᑎᓯᒪᕗᖅ ᓈᒻᒪᙱᓐᓂᐅᔪᓂ 
ᐃᓅᖃᑎᒌᖑᔪᓂ ᐃᓕᓯᓯᒪᕗᖅ ᐃᓚᖏᓐᓂ 
ᐃᓄᒋᐊᖕᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ, ᐃᓱᐊᓂ, ᑕᒪᒃᑭᓂ ᑲᓇᑕᒥᐅᑕᓂ 
ᐅᓗᕆᐊᓇᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ. ᑭᓇᑐᐃᓐᓇᖅ ᓴᐳᔾᔭᐅᓯᒪᓂᖃᙱᓚᑦ 
ᐅᓗᕆᐊᓇᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓇᖅ-19–ᒥ ᑭᓯᐊᓂ 
ᑭᒃᑯᓕᒫᑦ ᓴᐳᔾᔭᐅᓯᒪᓕᖅᐸᑕ." 

ᐅᖃᐅᓯᖃᙱᓚᖅ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᓕᕇᒃᑯᑎᖅᑕᐅᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᒪᓕᒋᐊᖃᕐᓂᐅᔪᓂ, ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᐱᑎᑦᑎᑦᑕᐃᓕᒪᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐃᓅᓕᓴᐃᓂᖅ ᐱᐅᓂᖅᐹᖑᒐᔪᒃᐳᖅ, ᐅᖃᖔᖅᐳᖅ 
ᐊᒥᓱᓂ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥᐅᑦ ᓱᖏᐅᑎᓯᒪᓂᖏᓐᓂ, 
ᐃᓅᖃᑎᒌᖑᔪᓄᑦ ᓇᓕᒧᑎᑕᐅᙱᓐᓂᖏᓐᓂ. 
ᐃᓄᓕᒫᓄᑦ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᙱᑦᑐᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ 

ᑐᐊᕕᕐᓇᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᐅᖓᕙᕆᐊᖅᑎᑕᐅᓯᒪᕗᖅ 
21–ᖏᖅᓱᖅᖢᓂ ᑕᐃᒪᙵᓂ ᐱᒋᐊᕐᓂᖓᓂ 
ᐊᒥᓱᓄᑦ ᖃᓂᒻᒪᓐᓇᐅᔪᒥ ᒫᔾᔨᒥ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᐃᓱᓕᕝᕕᖃᓪᓚᕆᙱᓚᖅ ᑕᑯᒃᓴᐅᓂᐅᔪᒥ. 
ᖁᐱᕐᕈᐃᑦ ᐊᐃᑦᑐᐃᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᖃᓪᓗᓈᓂ ᓄᓇᖓᓐᓂ 
ᐊᕕᒃᑐᖅᓯᒪᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᐊᐅᓚᑕᐅᑦᑎᐊᓕᑕᐃᓐᓇᕋᓗᐊᕈᓂ 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐅᓗᕆᐊᓇᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᐊᐃᑦᑐᐃᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᕐᓇᒥ 
ᐊᑦᑎᒃᓯᒋᐊᕈᓂ, ᐊᒥᓱᓗᐊᓂ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥᐅᑦ ᓱᓕ 
ᐃᓅᓯᖃᖅᐳᑦ ᐱᐅᙱᕐᔪᐊᖅᑐᓂ ᖃᓄᐃᓐᓂᐅᔪᓂ 
ᓱᒃᑲᒋᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᕙᒃᑐᒥ ᐊᐃᑦᑐᐃᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐆᒪᙵᑦ 
ᖁᐱᕐᕈᐃᑦ ᐊᐃᑦᑐᐃᓐᓇᖅᑐᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᓯᖏᓐᓂ.

ᐃᒡᓗᒃᓴᖃᖅᑎᑕᐅᓂᕐᒥ ᑐᐊᕕᕐᓇᕐᓂᖓ ᐃᓄᓕᒫᓄᑦ 
ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᙱᑦᑐᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᑐᐊᕕᕐᓇᕐᓂᐅᕗᖅ.

ᓂᕿᒃᓴᖃᑦᑎᐊᙱᓐᓂᕐᒥ ᐃᓄᓕᒫᓄᑦ 
ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᙱᑦᑐᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᑐᐊᕕᕐᓇᕐᓂᐅᕗᖅ.

ᐱᑕᖃᙱᓗᐊᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᐃᑲᔪᕈᑎᒃᓴᓂ 
ᐃᓱᒪᒧᑦ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᙱᑦᑐᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᐅᐃᕆᓯᒪᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᒪᒥᓴᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐃᓄᓕᒫᓄᑦ 
ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᙱᑦᑐᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᑐᐊᕕᕐᓇᕐᓂᐅᕗᖅ.

ᐊᓯᖏᓐᓂ ᐊᖏᕐᔪᐊᖅᑐᓂ ᐅᓗᕆᐊᓇᕈᑕᐅᔪᓂ 
ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᐃᓄᓕᒫᓄᖅ ᐊᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᙱᑦᑐᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᑭᐅᔭᐅᒐᒥ ᐃᒃᐱᒍᓱᓗᐊᕌᓗᙱᑦᑐᒥ 
ᐃᓕᖅᑯᓯᖃᕐᕕᐅᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᒐᕙᒪᑐᖃᒃᑯᓐᓂ, 
ᑐᑭᓯᓇᖅᐳᖅ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᐱᔪᒪᙱᑐᐃᓐᓇᕆᐊᖃᖅᐳᑦ 
ᐃᑲᔪᖅᓯᖅᑕᐅᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᕿᓚᒻᒥᓗᐊᕐᒥ 
ᓈᒻᒪᒋᔭᐅᓕᕐᓂᐊᕐᓂᖓᓂ.

ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᓄᓇᕘᑉ ᓇᖕᒥᓂᖓᓂ ᐃᓄᓕᒫᓄᑦ 
ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᙱᑦᑐᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐊᖓᔪᖅᑳᖓ 
ᐅᖃᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ, "ᐅᓇ ᐊᖏᔪᒻᒪᕆᐅᓪᓗᓂ 
ᑎᑭᐅᑎᔭᐅᔪᓐᓇᖅᓯᒪᕗᖅ ᓄᓇᕘᑉ ᐊᖅᑯᑎᖓᓂ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᖁᕕᐊᕐᔪᐊᕈᑎᒋᕙᕗᑦ. ᓴᐳᒻᒥᔾᔪᑎᓕᐅᖅᑕᐅᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐃᓱᒪᖅᓱᕈᑕᐅᕗᖅ ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᑲᔪᖏᖅᓴᐃᕗᖓ ᐊᒥᓱᓄᑦ 
ᐱᔪᓐᓇᖅᑐᓂ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥᐅᓂ ᐱᔪᓐᓇᕐᓂᓕᒫᖏᓐᓂ 
ᐱᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᓕᕇᒃᑯᑎᒥᒃ. ᒫᓐᓇᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐱᐅᓂᖅᐹᖑᓪᓗᓂ ᓴᐳᔾᔨᔾᔪᑕᐅᕗᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥᐅᑦ 
ᐱᔪᓐᓇᖅᑕᖏᓐᓂ ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓇᖅ-19–ᒧᑦ."

ᐊᑏ ᑲᐱᔭᐅᔭᖅᑐᕐᓂᐊᖅᐳᓯ.

ᓄᓇᕗᑦ ᐱᕕᒃᓴᖃᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ

Give Nunavut a shot
vaccination against Covid-19 start-

ed in Nunavut on Jan. 6, with 70-year-
old Josephee adams, a resident at 
the iqaluit elders' Centre, stepping up 
to be the first person in the territory 
to receive the moderna vaccine.

many people across the territory 
and country are feeling hesitant when 
it comes to accepting the vaccines as 
safe, citing concerns with how quickly 
the therapy was developed and is being 
released, or due to a lack of knowledge 
surrounding long-term effects. 

these are reasonable concerns, but 
messenger rNa (mrNa) vaccines like 
the moderna and Pfizer vaccines have 
been in development for more than 
20 years. rather than using weak-
ened or inactivated virus it teaches 
our cells how to make a protein – or 
even just a piece of a protein – that 
triggers an immune response inside 
our bodies. 

that immune response is what pro-
tects us from the actual virus.

rapid research development was 
possible because of global cooper-
ation and a universal desire for people 
to be protected from this disease.

Not everything completed on a 
tight schedule is dangerous or incom-
plete. take for instance arviligruaq 
ilinniarvik, Kugaaruk's new school, 
which won the engineering firm 
behind its design two awards for 

working "quickly and creatively to 
meet the challenges of designing and 
building a school in a remote location 
under a tight deadline," according 
to a Government of Nunavut news 
release. the school was completed 
in two years, when it would normally 
take three to four years.

a sense of urgency can be inspiring 
when a situation needs addressing. 
imagine if we could mobilize resour-
ces for funding and infrastructure 
gaps in a similar enhanced time-
frame, particularly more housing.

in october, dr. theresa tam, 
Canada's chief public health officer 
(CPho), published from risk to resili-
ence: an equity approach to Covid-19, 
the office's report on the state of pub-
lic health in Canada in 2020.

in it, dr. tam states: "this pandem-
ic has demonstrated that inequities 
in our society place some populations 
and, ultimately, all Canadians at risk. 
No one is protected from the risk of 
Covid-19 until everyone is protected." 

she isn't talking about vaccina-
tion protocol, though preventative 
medicine is often the best sort, she's 
talking about something many Nuna-

vummiut are intimately familiar with, 
social inequality. 
the public health emergency in 
Nunavut has been extended 22 times 
since the beginning of the pandemic 
in march, and there's no real end in 
sight. even when viral spread in the 
southern provinces is finally under 
control and our risk of importing 
the disease is lowered, far too many 
Nunavummiut are still living in despic-
able conditions that hasten the 
spread of this virus and others.

the housing crisis is a public health 
emergency.

food insecurity is a public health 
emergency.

the lack of resources for mental 
health and addictions treatment is a 
public health emergency.

when every other massive threat 
to Nunavut's public health is met 
with a cavalier attitude by the federal 
government, it's understandable that 
people might be reluctant to take aid 
so quickly proffered.

But as Nunavut's own CPho says, 
"this is a major milestone along 
Nunavut's Path and one we are excit-
ed about. immunization is voluntary 
but i do encourage as many eligible 
Nunavummiut as possible to take the 
vaccine. it is currently the best protec-
tion Nunavummiut can have against 
Covid-19."

Be sure to get your shot.
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editorial – opinions whmK5

UKIUQ NUTAAQ TIKINMIJUQ. NAKUUJUMIK 
INUUTTIARNAQTUMIK PILUHI. QUANA NUTAQ-
QANNUIT UUTIKMIJUT ILIHAKVINGMUN. TAMNA 
QALAQJUARNIQ HULI AANIAQRUT PIJUQ HULI. 
INUINRUUQ NUNAVUNMI INIRNIRIIT HIVUL-
IUNAHUAT KAPUQHIRNIRNAHUAN TAPKUATLU 
HAVAKTUT MUNAQHIITLU TAAKTIITLU. NALAK-
LUHI QANUQ PINAHUAT KAPUQHIRNAHUAN. INUIN 
IQALUKTUUTIAMI ULAPQIJUT QUVIAHUVINGMI. 
AANURATUTLU, KAMMANGNIKLU TAKUPKAIJUT, 
QULLIITLU KITU PINIRIVAKTAIT. KATIHIMAHIMAIT-
TUMIK ULAPQIJUT. TAMNA AANIARUT PINGMAN. 
TAPKUAT ALIAGIJAUHJUT PIKSAKKUT QARITAUJAK-
KUTLU AKIMAJUN. NUTAQQATLU ILAUJUT QUANA. 
NAAMMAINNAQTUT INUIN. NUNAVUT TUNNGA-
VIKKUT NIRUAQTITINAHUAT ANGAJUAKHAMIK 
FEBRURARIMI. QINIQLUGU NAUNAIPKUTA NALAU-
TIKKUTLUUNNIIT TITIQANNIKLUUNNIIT.

Welcome 2021 and Happy New Year everyone. 
Christmas this year was different due to the pandemic and 

the need to be safe and keep social distancing, but residents of 
Cambridge Bay, Nunavut still held games and contests while 
following the Public Health rules and restrictions. 

The recreation department held competitions by keeping 
safe and by Facebook computer and participating by submit-
ting photographs and videos such as the best traditional dress 
contest, kamik contest, dance competition, Christmas lighting 
contest, cooking/baking contest, and much more. They even 
gave out 200 food hampers to residents in Cambridge Bay, 
Nunavut. 

Competition was based on the most likes and comments on 
the photographs and videos submitted to the facebook page of 
the hamlet of Cambridge Bay. Was so nice to see little ones 
and our youth participating. Congratulations to everyone who 
participated. Big Quana to all those who donated for their 
community. And to Zach and the wellness center staff, and so 
many more to thank for taking care and making sure our com-

munity will still celebrate the holidays.
Students returned back to school on Wednesday, January 

6, 2021. Schedules and notices have been made available to 
parents and students, and also is posted on the Cambridge Bay 
News Facebook page. 

We hope all our wonderful school students enjoyed their 
extra long break, and that they are just as excited and proud to 
do their homework packages being provided. 

At this time during the pandemic, the classes are taking 
turns going to school, to keep practicing safety and social 
distancing, rules made by the Chief Public Health Officer Dr. 
Michael Patterson and the staff at the Department of Health, 
Government of Nunavut. We are thankful for students being 
able to still receive lunches being given out from the high 
school.

Vaccines for Covid-19 pandemic have arrived into Nunavut, 
those who are Elder and those working in the health field such 
as nurses and doctors will receive the vaccination first. Please 
check with your local health centres to see when you can 
receive yours. 

Take good care everyone. Keep washing your hands and 
keep doing social distancing and listen to the rules. Stay 
healthy.

God Be With You Son.

Wishes for a bright new year 
after a very different Christmas

Will you get the Covid vaccine?

ᐸᕐᓇᖕᓂᐊᖅᐱᑦ ᐱᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓇᖅ-19 ᐋᓐᓂᐊᓕᕇᒃᑯᑎᒥ?

ᐃᖃᓗᐃᑦ/iqaLuiT
STreeT talk
with Trevor Wright

Babah Kalluk
"No, I don't plan to take the vac-
cine because it's dangerous, 
there's no safety checks for long-
term and that would actually 
make us the experiment and I 
find it completely irresponsible for 
our government to be doing this."

ᐸᐸ ᑲᓪᓗᒃ
"ᐋᒃᑲ, ᐸᕐᓇᙱᓚᖓ ᐱᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᓕᕇᒃᑯᑎᒥ ᐅᓗᕆᐊᓇᕐᒪᑦ, 
ᐊᑦᑕᓇᔾᔭᐃᖅᓯᒪᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᕈᑎᖃᙱᒻᒪᑦ ᐊᑯᓂᐅᔪᒧᑦ 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑕᒪᓐᓇ ᐆᒃᑐᕋᕈᑎᙳᖅᑎᑦᑎᓇᔭᕐᒪᑦ ᐅᕙᑦᑎᓐᓂ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᑲᒪᒋᔭᖃᑦᑎᐊᙱᑦᑐᒻᒪᕆᐅᒋᒐᒃᑭᑦ ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᑦ ᑕᐃᒪᐃᓕᐅᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂ."

Joe Savikataaq
"When it's my turn in line I will 
take the vaccine. I recommend 
everyone take this vaccine 
that's an adult, it's been thor-
oughly tested, we know that 
Covid absolutely does kill and 
this vaccine will help people 
fight the virus."

ᔫ ᓴᕕᑲᑖᖅ
"ᐅᕙᓐᓄᑦ ᑎᑭᐅᑎᒃᐸᑦ ᐱᓂᐊᖅᐳᖓ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᓕᕇᒃᑯᑎᒥᒃ. ᑭᒃᑯᓕᒫᓂᒃ 
ᐱᖁᔨᓇᔭᖅᐳᖓ ᐆᒥᖓ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᓕᕇᒃᑯᑎᒥᒃ ᐃᓐᓇᐅᔪᓂ, 
ᖃᐅᔨᓴᖅᑕᐅᑦᑎᐊᖅᓯᒪᖕᒪᑦ, ᖃᐅᔨᒪᕗᒍᑦ ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓇᖅ 
ᐃᓅᔪᓐᓃᖅᑎᑦᑎᓲᖑᖕᒪᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐅᓇ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᓕᕇᒃᑯᑎ 
ᐃᑲᔪᕐᓂᐊᖅᐳᖅ ᐃᓄᖕᓂ ᐅᓇᑕᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᖁᐱᕐᕈᐃᑦ ᐊᐃᑦᑐᐃᓐᓇᖅᑐᒥ."

John Glenn
"Yes I will, I'm confident about 
the vaccine and I'll be taking the 
vaccine. Countries have done 
studies for these vaccines the 
last 10 months and ... there's no 
other solution right now so you 
might as well try it."

ᔮᓐ ᒐᓚᓐ
"ᐄ, ᐱᓂᐊᖅᐳᖓ. ᐅᒃᐱᕈᓱᑦᑎᐊᖅᐳᖓ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᓕᕇᒃᑯᑎᒥ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᐱᓂᐊᖅᐳᖓ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᓕᕇᒃᑯᑎᒥᒃ. ᓄᓇᐅᔪᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᕐᓂᖃᖅᓯᒪᕗᑦ 
ᐅᑯᓄᖓ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᓕᕇᒃᑯᑎᓂᑦ ᖄᖏᖅᓯᒪᓕᖅᑐᓂ ᑕᖅᑭᓂᑦ 10–ᓂ 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐃᓱᒪᒍᕕᑦ ᐊᓯᐊᓂ ᐋᖅᑭᒍᑎᒃᓴᖃᙱᓐᓂᖓᓂ ᒫᓐᓇᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐆᒃᑐᑐᐃᓐᓇᓪᓗᐊᖅᑕᐃᑦ."

Samantha Barnes 
"I haven't really thought about 
taking the vaccine. I haven't trav-
eled for a while now and I don't 
see myself traveling for a long 
time. If I go to travel, yes."

ᓴᒫᓐᑕ ᐹᓐᔅ
"ᐃᓱᒪᓗᐊᕌᓗᒃᓯᒪᙱᓚᖓ ᐱᓂᕐᒥ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᓕᕇᒃᑯᑎᒥᒃ. ᐊᑯᓂᐸᓗᒃ 
ᐊᐅᓪᓛᖅᓯᒪᙱᓚᖓ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐊᐅᓪᓛᙱᔅᓲᔭᔾᔮᙱᑦᑐᒃᓴᐅᕗᖓ. 
ᐊᐅᓪᓛᕆᐊᖃᕈᒪᖓ ᐄ."

Barry Bercier
"I don't want to get the virus, I 
have had a good response to 
other vaccines I have received 
so it just seems like the reason-
able thing to do."

ᐱᐊᕆ ᐴᕐᓯᐅᕐ
"ᖁᐱᕐᕈᐃᑦ ᐊᐃᑦᑐᐃᓐᓇᖅᑐᒥ ᐱᔪᒪᙱᓚᖓ, ᐊᓯᖏᓐᓄᑦ 
ᐋᓐᓂᐊᓕᕇᒃᑯᑎᓄᑦ ᑭᐅᓂᖃᑦᑎᐊᓲᖑᒐᒪ ᐱᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔭᓐᓂ ᑕᐃᒫᒃ 
ᐃᓱᒪᓂᑦᑎᐊᕙᐅᔮᖅᐳᖅ ᐱᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ."

Julie Vaddapalli
"Yes I do, I think it's proven to 
be safe and if we want to make 
sure in the future months we 
are Covid-free, we all have to do 
our part."

ᔫᓕ ᕙᑕᐸᓕ
"ᐄ ᐱᓂᐊᖅᐳᖓ, ᑕᑯᒃᓴᐅᑎᑕᐅᓂᖃᖅᑰᕐᒪᑦ ᐊᑦᑕᓇᙱᓐᓂᖓᓂ 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓇᓗᓇᐃᖅᓯᔪᒪᕗᒍᑦ ᓯᕗᓂᒃᓴᒥ ᑕᖅᑭᐅᔪᓂ 
ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓇᖃᕈᓐᓃᕐᓂᑦᑎᓐᓂ, ᑕᒪᑦᑕ ᐱᓕᕆᖃᑕᐅᔭᕆᐊᖃᖅᐳᒍᑦ."

CaMBRiDGe Bay 
Tea Talk

with Navalik Tologanak

email: helent@qiniq.com

In The Hoody amaut com-
petition winner was Jan-
ielle Elivioyak vandenbrink 
of Cambridge Bay,  dur-
ing the virtual Christmas 
Activities games and com-
petitions during the Covid-
19 pandemic. Here she is 
wearing her amaut packing 
parka, made in the western 
Arctic style while she was 
expecting her baby girl. Her 
daughter's name is Summer 
Aumaujaq Fletcher, now 18 
months old. Janielle wished 
to acknowledge and thank 
Elder Annie Panak Atighioyak 
for assisting her by cutting 
out the pattern and teaching 
her. Keep up the beautiful 
sewing skills Elivioyak.

Navalik Tologanak/NNSL photos

ᓇᓴᖓᓂ ᐊᒪᐅᒻᒥ ᓵᓚᖃᕋᓱᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᓵᓚᒃᓴᖅᑎᐅᔪᖅ ᔭᓂᐅᓪ ᐃᓕᕕᐅᔭᖅ ᕚᓐᑎᓐᐳᕆᒃ–ᖑᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐃᖃᓗᒃᑑᑦᑎᐊᕐᒥᐅᑕᖅ, 
ᑕᐃᑲᓂ ᖃᕋᓴᐅᔭᒃᑯᑦ ᖁᕕᐊᓱᒡᕕᖕᒥ ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᕐᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᐱᙳᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓵᓚᖃᕋᓱᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᑕᐃᑲᓂ ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓇᖅ-19 
ᐊᒥᓱᓄᒃ ᖃᓂᒻᒪᓐᓇᐅᔪᒥ. ᐅᕝᕙᐅᕗᖅ ᐊᑐᖅᖢᓂ ᐊᒪᐅᒻᒥ ᐊᑐᖅᖢᓂ, ᓴᓇᔭᐅᔪᒥ ᐱᓇᖕᓇᒥ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ ᓴᓇᐅᒐᓕᐊᕆᕙᒃᑕᖏᓐᓂ 
ᓂᕆᐅᒃᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᐸᓂᖓᓂ. ᐸᓂᖓᑕ ᐊᑎᖓ ᓴᒧᕐ ᐊᒪᐅᔭᖅ ᕙᓚᑦᓱᕐ, ᒫᓐᓇ ᑕᖅᑭᓕᒃ 18–ᓂ. ᔭᓂᐅᓪ ᓇᓗᓇᐃᖅᓯᔪᒪᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᖁᔭᓕᓪᓗᓂ ᐃᓄᑐᖃᕐᒥ ᐋᓂ ᐸᓇᒃ ᐊᑎᒡᕼᐃᐅᔭᕐᒥ ᐃᑲᔪᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᑭᔾᔭᖅᑐᐃᓪᓗᓂ ᐆᒃᑑᑎᒥ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᓪᓗᓂ. 
ᐱᐅᔪᒻᒪᕆᐊᓗᖕᒥ ᒥᖅᓱᕐᓂᕐᒥ ᐊᔪᙱᓐᓂᕐᓂ ᐱᓯᒪᐃᓐᓇᕆᑦ ᐃᓕᕕᐅᔭᖅ.

Santa Claus Sinclair Lyall was dressed warm to 
give some cheer to Cambridge Bay residents at the 
2020 Christmas parade. The temperature was -49 
C with the wind chill.

ᐃᖃᓗᒃᑑᑦᑎᐊᑉ ᐊᐳᒻᒥ ᐃᓄᙳᐊᖓ ᑯᕆᔅ ᑯᕈᒃᔅ ᑕᒪᑐᒪᓂ 
ᐊᕐᕌᒍᒥ ᖁᕕᐊᓱᒡᕕᖕᒥ ᓄᓇᓯᐅᑎᓂᒃ ᐃᖏᕐᕋᔭᒃᑐᓄᑦ 
ᖁᙱᐊᖅᑕᐅᔪᓂ ᓯᑭᑑᖓᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᓪᓕᐊᖓᓂ.
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Community halls lined with 
boots, socks, mitts, scarves, toques. 
Classrooms with stacks of wrapped 
gifts. Smiling students holding 
manila envelopes full of school 
supplies. 

These are some of the recent 
scenes in various Nunavut com-
munities thanks to an army of 
donors in southern Canada who 
send aid through a group known 
as Northern Canada Mini Projects. 

"We concentrate our efforts on 
helping Northern schools, food 
banks, soup kitchens, Elder groups, 
mental health initiatives and others 
that seem to be forgotten, unfund-
ed or underfunded," said Cindy 
Dhillon, the mastermind behind the 
organization, which was formed 
four years ago.

During that time, Northern Can-
ada Mini Projects has shipped gifts 
to every community in the territory, 
some of them multiple times.  

Since the group's inception, 
17,542 Christmas presents have 
been sent to Northern students, 
1,352 food boxes have been dis-
patched to Elders and fundrais-
ing has amounted to more than 
$68,000, according to Dhillon, who 
resides in Kamloops, B.C. 

That's not an exhaustive list of 
all that the organization has done, 
just a sample. 

"Our (donors) are just average 
southern Canadians with big hearts 

... our team of average Canadians 
have done spectacular life-changing 
things to support and spread love 
to many Northern communities in 
many different ways," she stated. 
"When I get information about a 
community from a teacher, social 
worker, mental heath worker, etc., 
I outline the needs of a community 
and individuals in the south access 
what they can offer from their own 
budgets and mobilize to help. We 
get members to join our Facebook 
group usually by someone already 
on the group who believes in what 
we do and shares with their own 
friends and family."

Northern Canada Mini Projects 
started out by sending assistance to 
one school through a secret Santa 
campaign.

"It was meant to be like a Sam-
aritan's Purse only for Canada's 
Arctic kids, and when I framed the 
project and described how wonder-
ful things came in small packages, 
more people were convinced they 
could participate and put a smile 
on a child's or Elder's face," Dhillon 
recalled. "We are aware some of 
the poorest kids in Canada live 
in Northern Canada and we think 
they deserve to know Santa is still 
thinking of them regardless of their 
geography and the socio-economic 
details of their household."

The initiatives continued to 
grow. Over the past couple of 
months alone, many packages were 
sent to Cambridge Bay, Kugluk-
tuk, Chesterfield Inlet, Arctic Bay, 

Taloyoak, Qikiqtarjuaq, Pond Inlet, 
Arviat and Sanikiluaq. 

More help will soon be on the 
way to Sanikiluaq. When Dhillon 
learned of the recent death of Silatik 
Qavvik, she created a project that's 
been named "Lisi Love." It will 
consist of a quilt sewn together with 
fabric squares contributed by num-
erous members of Canada Northern 
Mini Projects. Lisi is the name of 
Qavvik's newborn daughter, whom 
she delivered about a month before 
her death. 

Cards of condolences are also 
being mailed to Qavvik's family. 

In Pond Inlet, Nezha Soumir 
helped distribute gifts to approxi-
mately 300 people in December 
and she's aware of the joy that the 
contributions brought to local ele-
mentary school students.

"The people here in Pond Inlet 
are appreciating what we are doing 
for them and for their children," 
said Soumir, who plays an integral 
role in the community's food bank, 
along with her husband.  

Dhillon has never lived in North-
ern Canada, nor have many of her 
fellow donors. Yet they refer to the 
Northerners they help as "family."

"Once we found out the things 
that Northerners struggled with and 
how we could help, it was impos-
sible to look away," said Dhillon. 

"Geographically, we are spread 
out, but our hearts are with the resi-
dents of Canada's North and we are 
so happy to help in the small ways 
we can."

Southern donors send waves of clothes, school supplies and toys to Nunavut communities 
by Derek Neary 

 Northern News Services
Nunavut

Northern Canada Mini Projects keeps on giving

photo courtesy of Northern Canada Mini Projects

robin Emikotaluk happily grasps some donated winter cloth-
ing and some pencils. Northern Canada Mini Projects mailed 
a variety of items to community members in Sanikiluaq before 
Christmas and the organization is gearing up for another round 
of thoughtful gifts for the family of Silatik Qavvik, a mother who 
died shortly after contracting Covid-19. 

ᕌᐱᓐ ᐃᒥᖅᑯᑕᐃᓚᖅ ᖁᕕᐊᖦᖢᓂ ᑎᒍᒥᐊᖅᐳᖅ ᐃᓚᖏᓐᓂ ᑐᓐᓂᖅᑯᑕᐅᔪᓂ 
ᐅᑭᐅᖅᓯᐅᑎᓂᒃ ᐊᓐᓄᕌᓂᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑎᑎᕋᐅᑎᓂᑦ. ᐅᐊᖕᓇᒥ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ 
ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒃᓴᕋᓛᑦ ᑎᑎᖅᑲᒃᑯᕕᒃᑎᒍᑦ ᓇᒃᓯᐅᔾᔨᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᐊᔾᔨᒌᙱᕈᓘᔭᖅᑐᓂ 
ᑭᓱᑐᐃᓐᓇᓂ ᓴᓂᑭᓗᐊᕐᒥᐅᑕᓄᑦ ᖁᕕᐊᓱᒡᕕᐅᓚᐅᖅᑳᖅᑎᓐᓇᒍ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᑲᑐᔾᔨᖃᑎᒌᖑᔪᑦ ᐸᕐᓇᒃᐸᓪᓕᐊᕗᑦ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᒃᑲᓐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐃᓱᒪᑦᑎᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᖁᕕᐊᓲᓯᐊᒃᓴᓂ ᐃᓚᒌᖑᔪᓄᑦ ᐃᓚᒋᔭᐅᔪᓂ ᓯᓚᑎᒃ ᖃᕝᕕᖕᒧᑦ, ᐊᓈᓇᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐃᓅᔪᓐᓃᕋᑖᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓇᖅ-19–ᑖᓚᐅᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ. 
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The Kitikmeot Inuit 
Association (KIA) is spon-
soring an application-based 
meat pack voucher program 
in partnership with Arctic 
Cooperatives Ltd. 

The program will run for 
four months and households 
are eligible to apply monthly. 

The first delivery of the 
meat packs – containing beef, 
pork and chicken – took place 
in December. 

ᕿᑎᕐᒥᐅᑦ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᑲᑐᔾᔨᖃᑎᒌᖑᔪᑦ ᑐᓂᓯᕗᑦ 
ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐸᐅᔪᒥ ᓂᕿᓂᑦ ᐴᖅᑲᖅᓯᒪᓂᐅᔪᓂ

KIA delivers first 
round of meat packs

PHOTO Feature
with Navalik Tologanak

ikaluktutiak/Cambridge Bay
email: helent@qiniq.com

Larry Panaktak, left, picks up his meat pack from Co-op employee Corbyn 
Klengenberg in Cambridge Bay on Dec. 18.

Navalik Tologanak/NNSL photos

Special delivery! Merry Christmas to Cambridge 
Bay beneficiaries from the Kitikmeot Inuit Asso-
ciation and Arctic Co-operatives Limited. Here is 
Co-op employee James Gray, foreground, Can-
adian North cargo employees Corbyn Anablak and 
Shane okina, in the orange worksuits, and at right 
is Nanogak Goose, a Co-op employee. They were 
hard at work on Dec. 18.

ᖁᕕᐊᖦᖢᑎᒃ ᐱᔪᓂ ᓂᕿᓂ ᐴᖅᑲᖅᓯᒪᔪᓂ ᕿᑎᕐᒥᐅᑦ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᑲᑐᔾᔨᖃᑎᒌᖑᔪᓂ/ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ 
ᑯᐊᐸᒃᑯᓐᓂ, ᓕᐊᕆ ᐸᓇᒃᑕᒃ, ᓴᐅᒥᖕᒥ, ᐊᐃᒃᓯᖅᑐᖅ ᓂᕿᓂ ᐴᖅᑲᖅᓯᒪᔪᓂ ᑯᐊᐸᒃᑯᓐᓂ 
ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑎᐅᔪᒥ ᑯᐊᐱᓐ ᑭᓕᖏᖕᐴᒡ ᐃᖃᓗᒃᑑᑦᑎᐊᕐᒥ ᑎᓯᐱᕆ 18–ᒥ. 

ᕿᑎᕐᒥᐅᑦ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ 
ᑲᑐᔾᔨᖃᑎᒌᖑᔪᑦ (KIA) 
ᑲᒪᒋᔭᖃᖅᐳᑦ ᑐᒃᓯᕋᕐᓂᕐᒥ–
ᑐᙵᕕᓕᖕᒥ ᓂᕿᓂᑦ 
ᐴᖅᑲᖅᓯᓯᒪᔪᓂ ᓂᕿᑖᕈᑎᒃᓴᓂ 
ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᔪᒥ ᐱᓕᕆᖃᑎᖃᖅᖢᑎᒃ 
ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ ᑯᐊᐸᒃᑯᓐᓂ. 

ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᔪᖅ ᐊᐅᓚᓂᐊᖅᐳᖅ 
ᑕᖅᑭᓄᑦ ᑎᓴᒪᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᐊᖏᕐᕋᖃᖅᑎᐅᔪᑦ ᐱᔪᓐᓇᖅᐳᑦ 
ᑐᒃᓯᕋᕐᓗᑎᒃ ᑕᖅᑭᑕᒫᒥ. 

ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᖅ ᑐᓂᔭᐅᓂᐅᔪᖅ 
ᓂᕿᓂ ᐴᖅᑲᖅᓯᒪᔪᓂ – 
ᐃᓗᓕᖃᖅᑐᓂ ᐲᕝ, ᐳᐊᒃ 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐊᕿᒡᒋᖅᔪᐊᒥ – 
ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᑎᓯᐱᕆᒥ. 

ᐊᓯᐊᒎᖅᑐᒥ ᓇᒃᓯᐅᔾᔭᐅᔪᑦ! ᖁᕕᐊᓱᒋᑦᑎ ᖁᕕᐊᓱᒡᕕᖕᒥ 
ᐃᖃᓗᒃᑑᑦᑎᐊᕐᒥᐅᓄᑦ ᐱᔪᓐᓇᕐᓂᖅᑖᖅᑎᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᓄᑦ ᕿᑎᕐᒥᐅᓂ 
ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᑲᑐᔾᔨᖃᑎᒌᖑᔪᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ ᑯᐊᐸᒃᑯᓐᓂ. 
ᐅᓇ ᑯᐊᐸᒃᑯᓐᓂ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑎ ᔭᐃᒥᓯ ᒍᕋᐃ, ᓯᕗᓂᐊᓂ, 
ᑲᓇᐃᑎᐊᓐ ᓄᐊᑦ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑏᑦ ᑯᐊᐱᓐ ᐊᓇᑉᓚᒃ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓴᐃᓐ 
ᐅᑮᓇ, ᐊᐅᐸᔮᖓᔪᒥ ᓴᓇᔾᔪᑎᖓᓂ ᐊᓐᓄᕌᖅᓯᒪᔪᖅ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᑕᓕᖅᐱᖓᓂ ᓇᓄᒐᖅ ᒎᔅ, ᑯᐊᐸᒃᑯᓐᓂ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑎᐅᔪᖅ. 
ᐱᓕᕆᕐᔪᐊᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᑎᓯᐱᕆ 18–ᒥ.

Northern News Services

around Nunavut  kᓄNKusi
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New times for Inuit Women's  
Craft and Support group

Iqaluit
The Inuit Women's Craft and Support group will now be 

meeting at a new time.
They have changed their current date and time to Tuesday 

evenings from 5:30 to 8 p.m.
It takes place at the Qajuqturvik Community Food Centre 

and is open to any Inuit women 19 and over. To register con-
tact Trudy@qajuqturvik.ca or contact the Qajuqturvik social 
media pages or call 979-4863.

Social distancing will be practiced and masks will be used 
when that's not possible.

Women are encouraged to bring your own crafts or to use 
something existing on-site.

– Trevor Wright

Team fundraising to purchase  
lacrosse equipment for community

Sanikiluaq
Four people, Alex Dougall, Anthony Green, George 

Cowie and Charlie Dougall are hoping to fundraise $10,000 
to go towards purchasing lacrosse equipment and providing it 
at the community centre under the Sani Lacrosse Fund.

They are hoping to send 100 junior and senior lacrosse 
sticks as well as balls, nets and goalie equipment, with funds 
also going toward air transport for the equipment.

Anyone wanting to donate can visit the team's GoFundMe 
page set up at Sani Lacrosse Fund.

– Trevor Wright

NTI issues revised notice of election
Nunavut

NTI's (Nunavut Tunngavik Inc.) Chief Returning Officer, 
Kathleen Sigurdson on Jan. 5 confirmed NTI's official can-
didates for the election of its president on Feb. 8. The cam-
paigning period started the day before on Jan 4. 

The current presidential candidates are incumbent Aluki 
Kotierk and Andrew Nakashuk.

People will be able to vote in advance polls on Feb. 1, on 
election day itself, as well as by proxy vote, mobile poll or 
mail-in ballots.

– Trevor Wright

GoFundMe for Humane Society continues
Iqaluit

The GoFundMe page for the Iqaluit Humane Society 
continues to receive a steady stream of donations since last 
receiving a major $250,000 boost from the Eric S. Margolis 
Foundation in early December. 

On Dec. 19 they received $3,000 from a former resident 
according to an update on the fundraising page, with addi-
tional smaller donations bringing their total to more than 
$510,000 as of Jan. 6 – over the halfway mark toward the 
humane society's Million Dollar Mission.

– Trevor Wright

Community tournament to take place 
Kimmirut

There will be a community volleyball tournament hap-
pening at the end of the month on Jan. 30. Participants must 

be recreational members of Volleyball Nunavut. Cost to join 
the tournament is $5 per member, food and snacks will be 
on sale.  

People can either contact Sean McConnell to register or 
go fill out the online form at the Kimmirut Public Service 
Announcements Facebook page.

Funds raised from this tournament will go towards the 
Qaqqalik School's volleyball program.

The winners of the tournament will each get a Volleyball 
Nunavut T-shirt.

– Trevor Wright

Around Nunavut
∂´êÄ∏∂Ò ¥∂fl±´

Phone: (867) 979-5990 email: editor@nunavutnews.com fax: (867) 979-6010

FirST bAby oF 2021
During the very early hours of Jan. 1 at the Qikiqtani General Hospital (QGH) in Iqaluit, wife and husband 
Arielle Stockdale and Tim Brown welcomed Agatha Stockdale into the world, the territory's first baby of 2021.
"We are so incredibly grateful to our caring and attentive obstetrics team at QGH who helped us throughout 
the pregnancy, and a super special thank you to our amazing birth team, including RN (registered nurse) 
Melynda Ehaloak, Dr. Fiona Main, RN Kellyn Kolenosky and doula Megan Levy Mason," the couple wrote in a 
message to Nunavut News.
Her full name is Agatha Claudia Gwynneth Stockdale and she was born at 3:15 a.m. with a weight of four 
pounds, six ounces and measuring 42.5 cm long.
The couple also were gifted a bunting bag which was designed by Annie Petalaussie at the Nunavut Arctic 
College Fur Design program for the honour of having Nunavut's first baby of 2021.
The couple wished everyone a happy new year and best wishes for the year ahead.
"Thank you again to everyone who helped bring small but resilient Agatha to us and Happy New Year, 2021! 
Here's hoping 2021 will bring joy and positivity to Nunavummiut!"

– Trevor Wright

ᐊᒡᒐᑕ ᔅᑖᒃᑕᐃᔪᓪ ᓯᓂᒃᑐᖅ ᕿᑭᖅᑕᓂ 
ᐋᓐᓂᐊᕕᖓᓂ. ᐃᓅᓪᓗᓂ 3:15 ᐅᓪᓛᒃᑯᑦ 
ᐊᒡᒐᑕ ᓄᓇᕘᑉ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᖑᓪᓗᓂ 
ᓄᑕᕋᓛᖅᑖᖑᕗᖅ 2021–ᒥ. 

photo courtesy of Tim Brown
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SaNTa Feature
by Navalik Tologanak 
and Trevor Wright
Cambridge Bay/
iqaluit

ᑕᑯᔭᒃᓴᐃᑦ

ᓵᓐᑕ ᑲᓛᔅ ᑕᑯᒥᓇᓛᖑᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᓄᓇᓯᐅᑎᓂᒃ ᐃᖏᕐᕋᔭᒃᑐᓄᑦ 
ᖁᙱᐊᖅᑕᐅᔪᓂ ᐃᖃᓗᒃᑑᑦᑎᐊᒥ ᑎᓯᐱᕆ 18–ᒥ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓂ 
ᑎᓯᐱᕆ 20–ᒥ, ᖁᕕᐊᑎᑦᑎᓪᓗᓂ ᐃᓐᓇᕐᓂ ᓱᕈᓯᓂᒡᓗ ᑕᒪᒃᑭᓂ, 
ᑐᕌᖅᑎᑦᑎᔪᒥ ᑕᐃᑯᖓ ᐱᔭᒃᓴᖃᕐᕕᒋᓛᕆᔭᖓᓄᑦ ᐅᓪᓗᖓᓂ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᒥ.

Santa Claus makes stops in  
Cambridge Bay, Iqaluit for parades

ᓵᓐᑕ ᑲᓛᔅ ᓄᖅᑲᕐᓂᖃᖅᐳᖅ ᐃᖃᓗᒃᑑᑦᑎᐊᕐᒥ,  
ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓄᑦ ᓄᓇᓯᐅᑎᓂᒃ ᐃᖏᕐᕋᔭᒃᑐᓄᑦ ᖁᙱᐊᖅᑕᐅᔪᓂ

Trevor Wright/NSSL photo

Santa Claus waves to admirers from atop a City of Iqaluit float during the Dec. 20 parade.

Trevor Wright/NNSL photo

Iqaluit's emergency service vehicles and staff 
attend the parade with the Iqaluit Fire Department 
leading the way.

Trevor Wright/NNSL photo

Arctic outpost makes an appearance in the Iqal-
uit parade with an inflatable AT-AT from Star Wars.

Santa Claus was the star 
attraction at parades in Cam-
bridge Bay on Dec. 18 and in 

Iqaluit on Dec. 20, thrilling 
adults and youngsters alike, 
leading up to his busiest day 
of the year.

ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓂ ᑐᐊᕕᕐᓇᖅᑐᒥ ᐱᔨᑦᑎᕋᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᓄᓇᓯᐅᑎᖏᓐᓂ 
ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑎᖏ ᐃᓚᐅᖃᑕᐅᕗᑦ ᓄᓇᓯᐅᑎᓂᒃ 
ᐃᖏᕐᕋᔭᒃᑐᓄᑦ ᖁᙱᐊᖅᑕᐅᔪᓂ ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓂ ᖃᑦᑎᕆᔨᒃᑯᓐᓂ 
ᑐᕌᖅᑎᑦᑎᔪᓂ ᐃᖏᕐᕋᓂᐅᔪᒥ.

Arctic Outpost ᓴᖅᑭᔮᖅᑎᑦᑎᕗᖅ ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓂ ᓄᓇᓯᐅᑎᓂᒃ 
ᐃᖏᕐᕋᔭᒃᑐᓄᑦ ᖁᙱᐊᖅᑕᐅᔪᓂ ᐳᓪᓚᒃᑕᐅᓲᒥᒃ AT-AT–ᒥ 
Star Wars–ᒥ.

ᓵᓐᑕ ᑲᓛᔅ ᐊᕙᓗᓯᕗᖅ ᐱᐅᒃᓴᖅᑐᓂ ᖄᖓᓂ ᓄᓇᓕᐸᐅᔭᒥ ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓂ ᑕᑯᒃᓴᐅᑎᑕᐅᔪᒥ ᑎᓯᐱᕆ 20–ᒥ ᓄᓇᓯᐅᑎᓂᒃ 
ᐃᖏᕐᕋᔭᒃᑐᓄᑦ ᖁᙱᐊᖅᑕᐅᔪᓂ.

Navalik Tologanak/NNSL photo

Polar Knowledge Canada's float at the 2020 
Christmas parade held in Cambridge Bay on Dec. 
18. Here throwing chips and goodies are, from 
left, Martin Leger, Gavin Greenley and Amanda 
Kupeuna. 

ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ ᖃᐅᔨᒪᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᑕᑯᒃᓴᐅᑎᑕᐅᓂᖓ 
2020–ᒥ ᖁᕕᐊᓱᒡᕕᖕᒥ ᓄᓇᓯᐅᑎᓂᒃ ᐃᖏᕐᕋᔭᒃᑐᓄᑦ 
ᖁᙱᐊᖅᑕᐅᔪᓂ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᔪᒥ ᐃᖃᓗᒃᑑᑦᑎᐊᕐᒥ ᑎᓯᐱᕆ 
18–ᒥ. ᐅᑯᐊ ᐸᕐᓚᑎᑦᑎᔪᑦ ᐸᑏᑎᓂ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᒪᒪᖅᑐᓂ, ᓴᐅᒥᖕᒥ, 
ᒫᑎᓐ ᓖᒍᕐ, ᒑᕕᓐ ᒍᕇᓐᓕ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᒫᓐᑕ ᑯᐱᐅᓇ. 

Northern News Services Navalik Tologanak/NNSL photo

Cambridge Bay's snowman Chris Crooks in this 
year's Christmas parade with his snowmobile and 
alliaq. 

ᐃᖃᓗᒃᑑᑦᑎᐊᑉ ᐊᐳᒻᒥ ᐃᓄᙳᐊᖓ ᑯᕆᔅ ᑯᕈᒃᔅ ᑕᒪᑐᒪᓂ 
ᐊᕐᕌᒍᒥ ᖁᕕᐊᓱᒡᕕᖕᒥ ᓄᓇᓯᐅᑎᓂᒃ ᐃᖏᕐᕋᔭᒃᑐᓄᑦ 
ᖁᙱᐊᖅᑕᐅᔪᓂ ᓯᑭᑑᖓᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᓪᓕᐊᖓᓂ. 
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Higher costs a concern for incoming team
mine is higher than US$1,000 
per ounce whereas it's only about 
US$700 per ounce at Meliadine, 
an "order of magnitude difference," 
Boyd said.  

Gold was trading at more than 
US$1,900 per ounce on Wednesday. 

"In the event the gold price goes 
down – we don't think it will but it 
can, it's a commodity – this mine 
would struggle, so we've got to 
really look at the cost structure," 
he said. 

Part of Agnico Eagle's objectives 
on that front will be to identify syn-
ergies with its two Kivalliq mines, 
tying in transportation, logistics 
and planning as it integrates Hope 
Bay. 

Tom Hoefer, executive director 
of the NWT and Nunavut Chamber 
of Mines, also pointed to those 
"economies of scale," and said 
Agnico Eagle can leverage the same 
environmental, social and govern-
ance programs they have already 
established in the Kivalliq region.

"It is good news!" Hoefer said of 
the pending transaction between the 
mining companies. "Agnico Eagle 
has both the mining and specific 
Nunavut technical expertise and 
the financial resources necessary 
to continue the development of the 

Hope Bay project ... with their prov-
en Arctic experience and gold min-
ing expertise, we believe they will 
maximize the opportunities and 
benefits from Hope Bay for Nuna-
vummiut, the Kitikmeot region, 
Nunavut and for Canada."

TMAC's transaction with 
Agnico Eagle is still subject to 
approval under the Competition Act 
and to an Ontario Superior Court 
amendment of the previous pur-
chase agreement. The two compan-
ies are aiming to complete the deal 
as of Feb. 8.

TMAC Resources first began 
producing gold in early 2017 from 
the Doris mine. The company has 
also obtained permits to produce 
from its nearby Madrid and Boston 
gold deposits.

In a Dec. 21 news release fol-
lowing the federal government 
announcement that that Shandong 
purchase was denied, TMAC 
Resources CEO Jason Neal 
acknowledged that the debt-ridden 
company was positioned to fund 
sealift in 2021 but didn't have the 
ability to repay money that is due 
on June 30, putting TMAC's future 
in question.

With all of the exploration 
potential at Hope Bay, there's a pos-
sibility that mining could continue 
for 50 years, said Neal. 

"Agnico Eagle has both the min-
ing and specific Nunavut tech-
nical expertise and the financial 
resources necessary to continue 
the development of the Hope 
Bay project," says Tom Hoefer, 
executive director of the NWT 
and Nunavut Chamber of Mines, 
in reference to Agnico Eagle's 
pending acquisition of TMAC 
Resources.
NNSL file photo

"ᐊᒡᓂᑯ ᐄᒍᓪ ᑕᒪᒃᑭᓂ ᐅᔭᕋᖕᓂᐊᕐᓂᕐᒥ 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓇᓗᓇᐃᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᒥ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ 
ᐱᔭᕆᑐᔪᓄᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᒪᓂᕐᔪᐊᖃᖅᐳᑦ 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑮᓇᐅᔭᓄᑦ ᐃᑲᔪᕈᑎᒃᓴᓂ 
ᐱᔭᕆᐊᓕᖕᓂ ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᑎᑦᑏᓐᓇᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᑲᑉᐱᓕᕼᐃᖅᑑᖅ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒃᓴᖓᓂ," 
ᐅᖃᖅᐳᖅ ᑖᒻ ᕼᐅᕗᕐ, ᐃᓱᒻᒥᖅᑐᐃᔨ 
ᓄᓇᑦᓯᐊᕐᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᓇᖕᒥᓂᖅ 
ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᕐᕕᓖᑦ ᑲᑐᔾᔨᖃᑎᒌᖏᓐᓂ, 
ᐱᔾᔪᑎᖃᖅᑐᒥ ᐊᒡᓂᑯ ᐄᒍᓪᑯᓐᓂ 
ᐅᑕᖅᑭᔪᓂ ᐱᓇᓱᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ TMAC 
ᐃᑲᔪᕈᑎᒃᓴᓂ.

Agnico, from page 7
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Editor's note: The offender is not named in 
this story to prevent his girlfriend, the victim, 
from being identified by association. 

A man from Qikiqtarjuaq has been sen-
tenced to five years in prison after he fired a 
semi-automatic rifle five times into the resi-
dence where his girlfriend was visiting.

The offender, who was intoxicated, used a 
Simonov 56 SKS rifle as he penetrated the bath-
room door handle with a bullet that carried on 
through the door frame and into the bathroom, 
through the sink. Another shot shattered a radio 
in the living room. Yet another shot entered the 
exterior wall of the living room. Two shots went 
into the ceiling.

His girlfriend had answered the door on that 
day, Feb. 24, 2019. 

She "swung her body back" and the gunman 

pulled the trigger shortly thereafter.
The man who occupied the residence escaped 

through a bedroom window, fearing that the 
offender would shoot him.

The RCMP arrested the gunman soon after 
the incident, although he was no longer carrying 
the weapon. He told the police that he was going 
to kill the man in the residence where his girl-
friend was visiting. He had also opened fire on 
the snowmobile belonging to that man's friend.

The Mounties recovered the semi-automatic 
rifle, an empty ammunition box and a trigger 
lock from the offender's home.

His girlfriend, who has a child with the 
offender, provided a victim impact statement to 
the court. Since the shooting, she suffers from 
depression, post-traumatic stress, anxiety and 
panic attacks.

"She feels anger and sadness. She struggles 
to cope with daily activities and has difficulties 
interacting with others. Her relationships with 

family and close friends have become distant," 
the court decision states. "(She) continues to 
be fearful of (the lawbreaker) and is concerned 
about what will happen when he is released 
from jail and returns to the community."

The offender, who pleaded guilty and was 
23 years old at the time of the criminal activity, 
was raised primarily by his mother. He dropped 
out of school in Grade 7 and is essentially illiter-
ate, according to the court. Nevertheless, he has 
worked fairly steadily and hunts to provide for 
his family.

"It was uncontrollable rage and jealously that 
contributed to the offending behaviour. Little 
seems to have occurred since the offence to tem-
per those tendencies," the court decision reads.

He was convicted of assault causing bodily 
harm in 2017.

The Crown prosecutor called for a five-year 
prison sentence for the latest crimes.

The defence attorney suggested that four to 

four-and-a-half years would be more fitting.
Justice Susan Cooper, who presided over 

sentencing on Dec. 14, noted that "the circum-
stances of the entire event were characterized by 
acts of intimidation and control. His girlfriend, 
the mother of his child, was the target of his 
bullying and violence. The domestic context of 
the offences is an aggravating factor, as is the 
fact that as an Inuk woman, his girlfriend is part 
of a vulnerable group.

"He pointed a loaded firearm at close range 
at his girlfriend. It was her quick thinking and 
not good planning on (the offender's) part that 
put her out of the line of fire when the fire-
arm was discharged just a moment after being 
pointed at her."

The guilty party has approximately two-and-
a-quarter years remaining behind bars due to 
credit for time served while his legal proceed-
ings transpired. He will be banned from pos-
sessing firearms for 10 years.

Qikiqtarjuaq man used semi-automatic rifle in attack on girlfriend
by Derek Neary 

 Northern News Services
qikiqtarjuaq

Five bullets fired, five years in jail

A young man from Kinngait who 
fired a rifle into the municipality's 
recreation office while seeking ven-
geance has been given a four-year 
term in prison.

Harry Josephee was 18 when 
he committed the offences in July 
2018.

He and another person broke 
into the recreation office on July 18, 
2018 and took a number of items, 
including a .223 rifle. However, a 
security camera recorded the crime 
and a hamlet employee went to 
Josephee's house the next day and 
asked for the rifle back.

Josephee handed it over.
Later in the day, the recreation 

director confronted Josephee in 
the street after noticing the young 
man wearing sneakers stolen from 

the recreation office. The angered 
recreation director grabbed Joseph-
ee by the throat and demanded 
the sneakers back, according to the 
court. Josephee almost lost con-
sciousness. The sneakers were 
returned and Josephee was left in 
the street with just stockings on his 
feet.

Less than an hour later, the 
recreation director was back in his 
office when he heard loud bangs. He 
realized it was gun shots and "bul-
lets were entering the office from 
various locations," the court record 
states. The recreation director took 
cover, laying down on the floor.

All of the RCMP in Kinngait 
responded. They saw Josephee 
with a rifle nearby the recreation 
office. They ordered him to drop the 
weapon and he complied. Then he 
put his hands over his head and was 
arrested. Other items on the ground 

around him included a machete, 
rifle cartridges and casings and two 
boxes of ammunition.

The police determined that 
Josephee took the rifle from his 
uncle's residence.

The offender was released on 
conditions three times. All three 
times he violated the terms of 
his release and was consequent-
ly arrested again and again. As a 
result, he had been kept in custody 
since Oct. 3, 2019.

The Crown prosecutor sought a 
sentence of five years for Josephee.

The defence argued that the jail 
time should not exceed two years.

Josephee's background reflects 
some hardships. He was raised pri-
marily by his grandparents and the 
family suffered from homelessness 
and food insecurity. He lost two 
uncles and two friends to suicide.

"In the time leading up to the 

(firearms) incident Harry was strug-
gling. He was homeless. He was 
often hungry," the court decision 
states. "He was still very young but 
was trying to deal with the respon-
sibilities of adulthood. He was not 
able to cope; he simply did not have 
the resources, maturity, or skills to 
address the multitude of issues he 
was faced with."

The break and enter into the 
recreation office was the first time 
he was known to have committed 
a crime.

"The confrontation with the 
recreation director seemed to have 
triggered something in Harry. The 
humiliation of being manhandled 
and left in the street in his stocking 
feet provoked an extreme response," 
the court decision reads.

Serving his remand time at 
the Rankin Inlet healing facility, 
Josephee's case worker described 

him as a "good inmate" who has de-
escalated conflicts and he worked 
on the grounds crew. The money 
he earned there was used for his 
own basic needs and to support his 
grandmother. He aspires to become 
a carpenter and work for the hamlet.

Based on credit for the time he 
served in jail while awaiting the 
outcome of his court proceedings, 
Josephee will have a little less than 
two years left to serve. He will be 
prohibited from possessing firearms 
for 10 years.

"There is good reason to be hope-
ful for Harry's future. His history of 
being able to succeed despite diffi-
cult circumstances coupled with his 
apparent progress while in custody 
bode well for his future," stated Jus-
tice Susan Cooper, who sentenced 
Josephee for deliberately dischar-
ging a firearm, break and enter and 
breaches of court conditions.

Court decision states 'the humiliation of being manhandled and  
left in the street in his stocking feet provoked an extreme response'

by Derek Neary 
 Northern News Services

Kinngait

Man receives four years in prison 
for shooting into recreation office
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SportS hotline • JameS mccarthy
phone: (867) 873-4031 • email: sports@nnsl.com • Fax: (867) 873-8507

Sports & recreation

Jordin Tootoo was a happy 
and contented man as he cele-
brated being 10 years sober 
last month.

It's been a long hard road 
for the former NHLer from 
Rankin Inlet, and one he feels 
he'd no longer be on if he 
had continued with his former 
lifestyle.

Tootoo said his life has 
been quite the journey.

He said he's looking for-
ward to everything the future 
has in store for himself and 
his family.

"Living up North is hard 
with the substance abuse, 
domestic violence, dysfunc-
tion in the households and all 
that," said Tootoo.

"I tell people – and I said 
it in my book – I don't resent 
anyone. I don't resent my 
parents for the experiences 
I had. I'm actually grateful 
because it's opened up my 
eyes in sobriety to understand 
the cycle.

"I don't go around preach-
ing to people because, to me, 
it's each to their own. I try 
to lead by example for our 
people and our Indigenous 
communities.

"I chose this life and a lot 
of my buddies who I grew up 
with in Rankin now see. We 
learn by watching, especially 
in the Northern communities. 
What you see is what you do."

Tootoo said he's honoured 
to be an example of someone 

who chose a better way of life.
He said it was something 

that he chose – to stop one 
cycle and start a new cycle for 
he and his family.

"For me, the first two years 
of sobriety was probably the 
toughest experience of my 
life.

"I had to find different 
avenues, different ways to 
keep myself busy.

"Ultimately it was the land 
that kept me grounded. When 
you go out on the land nothing 
else matters. You're living in 
that moment.

"It's out on the land where 
we heal as Inuit, as Indigen-
ous people. It's where we 
come together and help each 
other out and, that's what real-
ly kept me going on a day-to-
day basis during my first two 
years of sobriety."

Tootoo said when he first 
went sober, being in the south 
during the NHL season, he 
really didn't have those kinds 
of opportunities.

He said having the sup-
port of the Nashville Preda-
tors organization meant a lot 
to him, and he surrounded 
himself with positive people 
who wanted him to succeed.

"You find out pretty darn 
quick who your real friends 
are when you change your life.

"You start to eliminate 
people who want to take you 
down. And I've seen that first 
hand in our communities.

"When someone starts to 
become successful or is doing 
good, jealousy sets in and 

some community members 
want to bring them down to 
their level.

"I choose this path and 
when someone says, 'Oh Jor-
din look, you've got every-
thing thanks to your God-
given talent,' I say, 'No! I've 
worked hard for this. I earned 

every darn bit of what I have. 
It wasn't just given to me.'

"I started learning dur-
ing sobriety that when you 
become comfortable and con-
tent in your own skin, you 
start to become successful 
within yourself."

Tootoo said he didn't want 

to get sober to impress others. 
He wanted to do it to stop one 
cycle and start another.

He said he wouldn't have 
what he has today if not for his 
wife, Jennifer, and their two 
daughters Sienna Rose, 4, and 
Avery Grace, 2.

"This is what sobriety has 
given to me. I know for a fact 
that I didn't fix myself. There's 
no possible way I would have 
the life today that I have with-
out support and it takes time 
for individuals to heal.

"During the first three 
years of my sobriety, I felt like 
every day was a damn test, 
but that's how many people I 
affected throughout my life by 
using and I just said, 'Wow!'

"I had three years of every 
other day when there were 
people coming up to me and 
asking if I remembered this 
happening or that happening, 
and for me to be able to say, 
'I'm sorry' took all that weight 
right off of my back.

"But I knew, deep down 
inside, that if I didn't stop 
what I was doing I would be 
the next victim. I would be 
the next person six feet under. 
I knew my late brother, Ter-
ence, didn't want that, and I 
chose to believe him that, at 

the end of the day, everything 
will be OK if you have clar-
ity and the right mindset. My 
mind had been foggy for the 
past 15 years – from the age 
of 12 until 26, when I entered 
rehab."

Tootoo said it's a battle 
in the mind but as the days, 
months and years go past you 
start to become comfortable 
in your own skin and choos-
ing a different way of life has 
become OK.

He said he couldn't imagine 
being in an isolated commun-
ity up North and trying to 
change your perspective on 
life, because everyone around 
you is stuck in a stagnant life 
of living paycheque to pay-
cheque and looking for some-
one else to make them happy.

"Ultimately, you create 
your own happiness and, for 
me, the future is about being 
a present father for my kids, 
being there to watch them 
grow and learn.

"And now, with sobriety, 
I'm able to do that. I'm able to 
get up at 6 a.m. to feed them 
and be a part of their every 
day life.

"It's something that, oh 
man, it's something I am so 
grateful to have."

Jordin Tootoo celebrates  
10 years of sobriety

Hitting a milestone

photo courtesy of Black Hawk Up

Jordin Tootoo of rankin Inlet reacts after scoring a goal for the Chicago Black Hawks. These days he is 
celebrating a different sort of win: 10 years of sobriety.

by Darrell Greer
 Northern News Services

Kangiqliniq/Rankin inlet

ᔪᐊᑕᓐ ᑑᑑ ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥᐅᑕᖅ ᖁᕕᐊᑉᐳᖅ ᐃᓯᖅᑎᑦᑎᓚᐅᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᓯᑳᒍ ᐸᓛᒃ ᕼᐋᒃᔅᑯᓐᓄᑦ. ᒫᓐᓇᐅᓕᖅᑐᖅ ᖁᕕᐊᓱᒍᑎᖃᖅᐳᖅ 
ᐊᔾᔨᒋᙱᑕᖓᓂ ᓵᓚᖃᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ: ᐊᕐᕌᒍᓄᑦ 10–ᓂ ᐃᒥᐊᓗᖃᑦᑕᕈᓐᓃᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ.
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One of my joys during this pandemic crap has been seeing 
all of these Lockdowns-For-Thee-But-Not-For-Me politicians 
and bureaucrats get caught with their pants down. 

You know, the same people who preach to us about staying 
at home to stop the spread, to make those sacrifices during 
these difficult/unprecedented/strange/weird times, to avoid 
travelling because it will save lives, to wear a mask because it 
shows you care. Shut up, the lot of you. Every 
single one of these walking contradictions 
needs to be named and shamed whenever they 
get busted and when they do, I get a right good 
laugh. I have no sympathy for them whatsoever. 
They can stuff their excuses. Small business 
owners and the working class are losing their 
livelihoods but I can guarantee you not one of 
these hypocrites has lost a paycheque while all 
this stuff has been going on. 

A pox on every single one of you.

What an impressive (and phony) streak 
There have been some great winning streaks in the history 

of sport. UCLA's men's basketball team won 88 straight under 
the tutelage of the great John Wooden, the University of Con-
necticut's women's hoops squad won 111 consecutive contests 
and the University of North Carolina's women's soccer team 
were victorious in 103 straight, which included nine straight 
national championships along the way.

Those are legitimate streaks which ended with success in 
championship games. The key word there is "championship" 
because there was one streak which everyone lauded before it 
came to an end at the World Junior Hockey Championship in 
Edmonton on Dec. 30.

And it was as phony as it was impressive.
Sweden's 54-game winning streak in the round-robin por-

tion of the annual U20 hockey tournament or as we call it in 
Canada, the only hockey tournament that matters, came to an 
end courtesy of a 3-2 overtime loss to Russia on New Year's 
Eve eve. This amazing run of success in non-medal competi-
tion started in 2006 and continued for 15 years.

How impressive it was ... winning all those games before 
the playoffs and coming up short every single time when the 
rent was due save for 2012. That's right – Sweden has only 
been to the top of the mountain in this tournament once since 
their phony winning streak began.

TSN doing a segment on how great it was only added to the 
joke that the streak was. All it proved was how great Sweden 
is before elimination time. It's a seemingly annual exercise 
watching this outfit choke every single time they hit the playoff 
round and I get a kick out of it. Sure, they're favourites every 
year but would I ever pick them to win gold? Exactly.

They didn't win gold this year, either ... hell, they didn't 

even win a medal. What a great streak it was, right? Thank-
fully, Russia did us all a favour by beating them in the round-
robin so we can go back to talking about Sweden will choke 
again in 2022.

Speaking of gold medals:

yes, the americans were better
Canada had to swallow that bitter pill on Jan. 5 when they 

lost the gold medal contest to the U.S. by a 
score of 2-0. Yeah, it sucked but it's not like the 
Americans got lucky. They were the better team 
that night, even if you don't want to admit it.

Canada gave up the first goal of the game 
and it was the first time they had trailed at 
any point during the entire tournament. They 
showed flashes of intensity but the Americans 
shut them down as well as any team could have. 

In short, we got beat by a team that came prepared.
Travis Zegras of the U.S. said it best when he commented 

after the game about how Canada hadn't faced a real test from 
a real team. He's wasn't wrong, you know. You can call it brag-
ging, cockiness ... whatever you like. But the Americans went 
out and did the business.

It looked an awful lot like the opening game of the 1972 
Summit Series when Canada (Team NHL, for full context) 
took on the Soviet Union. Game one in Montreal saw the Can-
adians absolutely run the Soviets out of the Montreal Forum in 
the first seven or so minutes but once the Soviets settled down, 
they were the ones doing the running.

That's how the gold medal game began: Canada was all 
over the Americans in the first half of the first period but the 
Americans weathered the onslaught and when they pocketed 
the opening goal, you could sense the tide beginning to turn. 
My wife did and, for reasons still unknown to humanity, she 
correctly predicted that Canada would fall short. 

It stings, like every other time we haven't won gold, but 
there's always next year. And make sure there's a barrel with 
the American team logo on it. Go look up that reference.

and finally ...
Good Idea: Giving Covid-19 vaccinations to those who need 

it the most.
Bad Idea: Giving Covid-19 vaccinations to Olympic athletes 

so they can jump the line.
Leave it to the International Olympic Committee to do/say 

something stupid at exactly the wrong time.
Dick Pound, who's been with the IOC for about 20 years 

too many, actually suggested on Jan. 6 that Olympians should 
be able to get vaccinated in order to protect the integrity of the 
Summer Olympics in Tokyo.

I could go on about how stupid a suggestion this really is 
but let's just say it's plain stupid. I'm certain millions of other 

people such as the elderly, those with respiratory issues, those 
with immunodeficiencies (just spitballing on those) would take 
priority but no, let's give it to athletes so they can run around 
in a billionaires' playground. Prolonging someone's life? That's 
crazy talk.

I wonder, though: do you think this could be a ploy to allow 
athletes to get some designer steroids? Don't discount that con-
spiracy theory and don't think the Russians wouldn't latch onto 
this suggestion by Pound. Isn't Covid-19 fun?

Until next time, folks ...

One of the phoniest winning streaks 
in sports is gone ... thanks, Russia

SPORTS 
Talk

with James McCarthy

Wikimedia Commons photo 

dick Pound of the International olympic Commit-
tee thinks olympic athletes should get priority for 
any Covid-19 vaccine over those who need it for 
such silly things as prolonging life. 

ᑎᒃ ᐸᐅᓐᑦ ᓄᓇᕐᔪᐊᒥ ᐱᙳᐊᕐᓂᕐᔪᐊᖑᔪᓂ 
ᑲᑎᒪᔨᕋᓛᖑᔪᑦ ᐃᓱᒪᕗᑦ ᐱᙳᐊᕐᓂᕐᔪᐊᖑᔪᓂ ᐱᙳᐊᖅᑏᑦ 
ᓯᕗᓪᓕᐅᔾᔭᐅᑎᑕᐅᓪᓗᐊᖅᐳᑦ ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓇᖅ-19–
ᒧᑦ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᓕᕇᒃᑯᑎᒧᑦ ᑕᐃᒃᑯᓄᖓ ᐱᔭᕆᐊᖃᖅᑐᓄᑦ 
ᑐᑭᖃᓗᐊᙱᑦᑐᓂ ᑭᓱᑐᐃᓐᓇᓄᑦ ᓲᕐᓗ ᐊᖁᓂᐅᓂᖅᓴᒥ 
ᐃᓅᓯᖃᖅᑎᑦᑎᓂᐅᔪᒥ.
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