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GN, NTI renew commitment to work together
Iqaluit

The Government of Nunavut (GN) and Nunavut Tunngavik 
Incorporated (NTI) signed the Katujjiqatigiinniq Protocol out-
lining the shared priorities between NTI and the GN on Jan. 21.

In the presence of Government officials and NTI members, 
Nunavut Premier Joe Savikataaq and NTI President Aluki 
Kotierk signed the document at the Frobisher Inn.

The Katujjiqatgiinniq Protocol outlines three shared priorities 
for the organizations. To mobilize Inuit identity and culture; to 
foster the quality of life and well-being for Inuit; to ensure Inuit 
participation in the design and development of policies, pro-
grams, services and legislation.

Mayor honours name change; reviews agenda
Kinngait

Re-elected on Dec. 16, 2019, Mayor Timoon Toonoo said he 
would honour the plebiscite that accompanied the mayoral by-
election to change the name of Cape Dorset to Kinngait. 

Kinngait means hills in Inuktitut, said Toonoo.
Other goals the mayor spoke of were to continue with the 

10-year capital plan to acquire a breakwater, the construction of 
a mechanical sewage plant and to fix local roads. 

Substantial water runoff from nearby hills is damaging local 
roads, which Toonoo attributes to global warming and can no 
longer be contained by existing culverts. Difficulty finding a 
new spot for a sewage lagoon is also propelling the need for a 
mechanical sewage plant. With a new breakwater Toonoo hopes 
to protect local boats and host a Canadian Coast Guard vessel in 
the harbour.

TMAC Resources in need of financial help
Nunavut

The owners of the Doris North gold mine at Hope Bay TMAC 
Resources considered selling the Kitikmeot property while com-
pleting an expansion feasibility study for April 2020.

The miner only recorded its first profit of $7.2 million during 

the first quarter of 2019, after spending close to $500 million 
developing the property.

BHP and Newmont remain shareholders and owned Hope Bay 
prior to TMAC acquiring the site in 2013.

Education Authority can't  
afford to fix school bus

Ikaluktutiak/Cambridge Bay
The Cambridge Bay District Education Authority lacked 

the funds to fix the community's untrustworthy school bus and 
wanted the Government of Nunavut (GN) to take responsibility 
for the service.

While the bus still runs, there are multiple issues with the 
vehicle and the engine could need replacing at any time.

"The repairs would eat up most of the budget given to the 
DEA. The problem there is that we could repair it and we would 
have very little left to pay a driver and supervisors," said Alan 
Sim, chair of the Cambridge Bay District Education Authority.

Kelly Fraser remembered
Sanikiluaq

A memorial service was held for Inuk singer Kelly Fraser in 
Sanikuluaq on Jan 5, Fraser died by suicide on Dec. 24, 2019.

Fraser had many friends in Sanikiluaq as a young child grow-
ing up in the southern Hudson Bay community.

"She helped a lot of people and even me," said Annesie 
Appaqaq, a friend of Fraser.

"Kelly was a strong, resilient and independent Inuit artist. Her 
talent was undeniable and she loved rapping and singing in Inuk-
titut. It is my belief she played a strong role in the current revival 
of Inuit culture," wrote Rise Ashen, producer of Silla and Rise.

For her next album, Decolonize. The musician had plans to 
collaborate with other artists such as Silla and Rise, Mob Bounce 
and Mamarudegyal MTHC.

Craig Frank Edes from Mob Bounce wrote, "she was more 
than a musician, she was an advocate and a voice for her people: 
that's her legacy."

GN still working on  
retail cannabis regulation

Nunavut
Despite the passage of 15 months and a request from the City 

of Iqaluit to permit a retail cannabis outlet in Nunavut's capital, 
the Government of Nunavut (GN) was still sorting out relevant 
regulations.

"We're still finalizing our approach to cannabis retail in the 
territory and do not have firm dates at this moment," reads an 
emailed statement from Jo-Anne Falkiner, the Department of 
Finances director of corporate policy on Jan. 29.

Pat Angnakak, Iqaluit Niaqunnguu MLA, replied that "the 
GN should provide a storefront for cannabis as it will allow a 
safer way to buy cannabis in Nunavut."

Iqaluit-Manirajak MLA Adam Arreak-Lightstone said can-
nabis in Nunavut is, at present almost entirely supplied by the 
black market.

"There is potentially millions of dollars funneled out of Nuna-
vut every year through drug dealers," said Arreak-Lightstone, 
who added that illegal dealers also supply teenagers.

Of the three Northern territories, Nunavut remains the only to 
have not opened storefronts of their own, following the legaliza-
tion of cannabis in Canada Oct. 17, 2019.

Sexual misconduct allegations mount
Ottawa

Allegations against Murdoch Mysteries/The Terror actor 
Johnny Issaluk caused a stir. Inuk filmmaker Alethea Arnaquq-
Baril described an incident of "unwanted touching" by the Inuk 
actor in social media posts Feb. 5. 

On Feb. 7 Arctic adventure company Sedna Epic Expedition – 
which had hired Issaluk as an Inuit cultural advisor – wrote they 
became aware that he had acted inappropriately towards several 
of the women in Tromso, Norway (ages 21 to 78) which made 
them uncomfortable, and had requested and received his resigna-
tion in December.

Arnaquq-Baril also stated for years she had heard "many" 
stories of women who "suffered violent physical and sexual 
assaults from him."

In a media statement dated Feb. 14 Issaluk apolgized for his 
actions, stating "there are no words to express my grief and regret 
for the pain I hve caused. To those I have harmed by my actions: 
I am truly, truly sorry."

New budget will focus on  
people: finance minister

Nunavut
The Government of Nunavut's (GN) proposed 2020-2021 

budget is aiming to foster individual and community wellness, 
particularly through health care support.

Finance Minister George Hickes was asked to approve a total 
of $37.9 million in new funding to help aid the healthcare system.

Hickes had also reported the projected revenues for 2020-21 
are almost $2.35 billion.

With Nunavut's population growth, "our main challenge is 
that the costs of providing services has outpaced our ability to 
provide them, let alone make improvements and enhancements 
to them," said Hickes during his budget address to the legislative 
assembly on Feb. 19.

The projected revenue of $2.35 billion, consists of $1.8 billion 
in federal transfers, $262 million in third party agreements and 
$249 million in own-source revenues. A contingency fund of $50 
million will be set aside for any unforeseen circumstances or 
additional spending needs for the year.

Federal government supports  
ban on heavy fuel oil in Arctic

Nunavut
The federal government expressed support for a ban on heavy 

fuel oil in Arctic waters, but a prohibition will be in place no 
earlier than 2024.

Because such a ban is expected to drive up costs of sealift, 
household goods and electricity, Inuit organizations are urging 
Ottawa to devise ways to offset costs to shippers to switch to a 
more expensive but less environmentally-damaging fuels.

According to the Inuit Circumpolar Council (ICC) and NTI 
(Nunavut Tunngavik Inc.) Arctic shipping costs have increased 
by 63 per cent since 2006.

"These are difficult waters to navigate," stated Lisa Koper-
qualuk, ICC's vice-president international. "On one hand we need 
protection for our Arctic waters and animals and on the other 
hand we are told this protection will result in inflated prices of 
the already expensive goods we depend on."

Federal Government grants funding to 
Kivalliq hydro-fibre link project

Kivalliq
The federal government announced Feb. 5 that it is prepared 

to finance a $1.6-billion hydro transmission line and broadband 
fiber-optic project which would serve five Kivalliq communities 
as well as the mining sector.

The 1,200-kilometre, 150-megawatt line will originate from 
Gillam in Northern Manitoba.

KIA projects a 50 per cent reduction in power supply costs 
to the five communities, which are Baker Lake, Rankin Inlet, 
Arviat, Chesterfield Inlet and Whale Cove.

They also anticipate faster internet speeds in the various 
hamlets.

January ᔮᓐᓄᐊᕆ

February ᕖᕝᕗᐊᕆ

Cambridge Bay's school bus hasn't 
been making the rounds during this 
school year. The community's district 
education authority cannot afford to 
repair it, so they're turning to the GN 
to look after bussing children to and 
from school.
photo courtesy of Alan Sim

ᐃᖃᓗᒃᑑᑦᑎᐊᑉ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖓᓄᑦ ᐸᓯᖓ 
ᐊᐃᒃᓯᖃᑦᑕᖅᓯᒪᙱᓚᖅ ᑕᒪᑐᒪᓂ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐊᕐᕌᒎᔪᒥ. ᓄᓇᓕᐅᑉ 
ᐊᕕᒃᓯᒪᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑐᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ 
ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖏᑦ ᑮᓇᐅᔭᖃᙱᓗᐊᖅᐳᑦ 
ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓱᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ, ᑕᐃᒫᒃ ᓴᖑᕗᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ 
ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᓐᓄᑦ ᑲᒪᒋᔭᖃᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂ 
ᐸᓯᒃᑰᖅᑎᑦᑎᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᓱᕈᓯᕐᓂᑦ ᑕᐃᑯᖓ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐅᑎᒧᑦ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖕᒥ.

Justin Tang/Arctic Inspiration Prize photo

AlwAys inspiring
The $1-million Arctic Inspiration Prize cheque was handed over to the team members with Northern Com-
pass, a program designed to help high school students transition to post-secondary education, on Feb. 5 
in Ottawa. From left, Karen Aglukark, Rebecca Bisson, Nunavut MP Mumilaaq Qaqqaq, Nunavut Tunngavik 
President Aluki Kotierk, Jim Snider, Lois Philipp, NWT Minister of Municipal and Community Affairs Paulie 
Chinna and Nunavut Premier Joe Savikataaq. 

$1-ᒥᓕᐊᓐ-ᖑᔪᖅ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ ᑲᔪᖏᖅᓴᐃᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᓵᓚᖃᐅᓯᐊᒧᑦ ᓯᒃᑭᖓ ᑐᓂᔭᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᑲᑎᙵᓂᐅᔪᓄᑦ ᐃᓚᒋᔭᐅᔪᓄᑦ 
ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ ᐃᑭᐊᖅᑭᑭᕕᒃᑯᑦ ᑐᕌᕈᒻᒥ ᐱᖓᔪᐊᓐᓂ ᐅᓐᓄᖓᓂ ᐋᑐᕚᒥ. ᓴᐅᒥᖕᒥ, ᑭᐊᕆᓐ ᐊᒡᓘᒃᑲᖅ, ᕇᐱᑲ ᐸᐃᓴᓐ, 
ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᐃᓚᒋᔭᐅᔪᖅ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᒪᓕᒐᓕᐅᖅᑎᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᒧᒥᓛᖅ ᖃᖅᑲᖅ, ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᑐᙵᕕᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᖓᔪᖅᑳᖓ ᐊᓗᑭ ᑰᑦᑎᖅ, 
ᔨᒻ ᔅᓇᐃᑐᕐ, ᓘᐃᔅ ᕕᓕᑉ, ᓄᓇᑦᓯᐊᕐᒥ ᒥᓂᔅᑕᖓ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ ᒐᕙᒪᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ ᐱᓕᕆᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐹᓕ ᓴᐃᓐᓇ 
ᐊᒻᒪ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᓯᕗᓕᖅᑎ ᔫ ᓴᕕᑲᑖᖅ.

2020 in review  2020-ᒥ ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ

Please see March/ᒫᑦᓯ, page 4 
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Arviligruaq Ilinniarvik, 
Kugaaruk's new school, has won 
a 2020 Award of Excellence and 
the 2020 Engineering a Better 
Canada Award through the Asso-
ciation of Consulting Engineer-
ing Companies – Canada.

Accutech Engineering Inc., 
the project's design engineering 
firm, worked "quickly and cre-
atively to meet the challenges of 
designing and building a school 
in a remote location under a 
tight deadline," according to a 
Government of Nunavut news 
release. 

"The Department of Edu-
cation appreciates the creativ-
ity and resourcefulness that 
Accutech Engineering Inc. 
showed in designing and engin-
eering Arviligruaq Ilinniarvik."

The design and construction 
of Arviligruaq Ilinniarvik was 
urgent as Kugaardjuk School was 
destroyed by fire in February 
2017, forcing the community to 
create makeshift classrooms in 
other buildings for close to 300 
students.

With a budget of close to $40 
million and measuring 49,470 
square feet, Arviligruaq Ilinniar-
vik was completed in two years, 
whereas schools normally take 
three to four years to complete. 
Kudlik Construction Ltd. erected 
the building.

Part of Kugaardjuk School 
was salvaged and incorporated 
into Arviligruaq Ilinniarvik: 
local stones that formed an arch 
over the previous school's main 
entrance were transformed into 
a frame around Arviligruaq Ilin-
niarvik's glass trophy case.

"The new school is bright and 

colourful, with spacious rooms, 
high ceilings, and modern archi-
tectural designs and technology," 
the Department of Education 
stated. "For instance, an open-
concept lounge area serves as a 
communal space for students. It 
is loft-like on the second floor, 
overlooking the main entrance 
and hall. A row of coloured win-
dows lets in stripes of coloured 
light. The furniture is brightly 
coloured and modern, in both 
shape and style."

Education Minister David 
Joanasie added, "Since opening 
in 2019, Arviligruaq Ilinniar-
vik has provided opportunities 
for the people of Kugaaruk to 
come together and share know-
ledge, culture, and values that 
will enrich the entire commun-
ity. This school has become an 
inspiring place for students, staff, 
and the community."

Kugaaruk's new school completed in only two 
years with budget of nearly $40 million

Arviligruaq Ilinniarvik earns engineering awards

The hall and stairs 
at Arviligruaq Ilin-
niarvik, which has 
earned a 2020 
Award of Excellence 
and the 2020 Engin-
eering a Better Can-
ada Award through 
the Association of 
Consulting Engin-
eering Companies – 
Canada. 

photo courtesy of the Department of Education

ᓱᓪᓗᑯᑖᖓ ᐊᒻᒪ ᒪᔪᕋᐅᑎᑦ ᐊᕐᕕᓕᒡᕈᐊᖅ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖓᓂ, ᐱᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ 2020–ᒥ 
ᓵᓚᖃᐅᓯᐊᒥᒃ ᐱᐅᓂᖅᐹᖑᔪᒥ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 2020–ᒥ ᓴᓇᔭᐅᓯᒪᓂᐊᖅᑐᓂᒃ ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓱᐃᔨᐅᓪᓗᑎᒃ 
ᑎᑎᕋᐅᔭᖅᑎᓄᑦ ᐱᐅᓂᖅᓴᐅᔪᒥ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᓵᓚᖃᐅᓯᐊᖑᔪᒥ ᐅᕘᓇ ᑲᑐᔾᔨᖃᑎᒌᖑᔪᓄᑦ 
ᐅᖃᐅᔾᔨᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᓴᓇᔭᐅᓯᒪᓂᐊᖅᑐᓂᒃ ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓱᐃᔨᐅᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᑎᑎᕋᐅᔭᖅᑎᓄᑦ ᑲᒻᐸᓂᐅᔪᓄᑦ 
– ᑲᓇᑕᒥ. 

feature news ᓄᓄᓄêΩËîΩÇéíÇÀî á·∆¿ÖÀî

by Derek Neary 
Northern News Services

Kugaaruk

ᐊᕐᕕᓕᒡᕈᐊᖅ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᒃ, ᑰᒑᕐᔫᑉ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᑖᓵᖓ, 
ᓵᓚᖃᖅᐳᖅ 2020–ᒥ ᓵᓚᖃᐅᓯᐊᒥᒃ ᐱᐅᓂᖅᐹᖑᔪᒥ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
2020–ᒥ ᓴᓇᔭᐅᓯᒪᓂᐊᖅᑐᓂᒃ ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓱᐃᔨᐅᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᑎᑎᕋᐅᔭᖅᑎᓄᑦ 
ᐱᐅᓂᖅᓴᐅᔪᒥ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᓵᓚᖃᐅᓯᐊᖑᔪᒥ ᐅᕘᓇ ᑲᑐᔾᔨᖃᑎᒌᖑᔪᓄᑦ 
ᐅᖃᐅᔾᔨᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᓴᓇᔭᐅᓯᒪᓂᐊᖅᑐᓂᒃ ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓱᐃᔨᐅᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᑎᑎᕋᐅᔭᖅᑎᓄᑦ 
ᑲᒻᐸᓂᐅᔪᓄᑦ – ᑲᓇᑕᒥ.

ᐋᑭᐅᑎᐊᒃ ᓴᓇᔭᐅᓯᒪᓂᐊᖅᑐᓂᒃ ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓱᐃᔨᐅᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᑎᑎᕋᐅᔭᖅᑎᓄᑦ 
ᐃᖕᒃ, ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒃᓴᐅᑉ ᑎᑎᕋᐅᔭᖅᑕᐅᓂᖓᓂ ᓴᓇᔭᐅᓯᒪᓂᐊᖅᑐᓂᒃ 
ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓱᐃᔨᐅᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᑎᑎᕋᐅᔭᖅᑎᓄᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᕝᕕᖓ, ᐱᓕᕆᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ 
"ᓱᒃᑲᔪᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᓱᒪᑐᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᑭᐅᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐊᒃᓱᕈᕐᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᑎᑎᕋᐅᔭᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᐊᒻᒪ ᓴᓇᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖕᒥ ᐅᖓᓯᒃᑐᒥ ᐃᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐱᔭᕇᖅᑕᐅᑲᐅᖅᑐᕆᐊᖃᖅᑐᒥ ᐊᑯᓂᐅᓂᖓᓂ," ᐅᖃᐅᓯᐅᓪᓗᓂ 
ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᓐᓂ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᐊᖑᔪᒥ. "ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᓂᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ 
ᖁᔭᓕᕗᑦ ᐃᓱᒪᑐᓂᖓᓂ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐃᑲᔪᕈᑎᒃᓴᖃᑦᑎᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐋᑭᐅᑎᐊᒃ 
ᓴᓇᔭᐅᓯᒪᓂᐊᖅᑐᓂᒃ ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓱᐃᔨᐅᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᑎᑎᕋᐅᔭᖅᑎᓄᑦ ᐃᖕᒃ 
ᑕᑯᒃᓴᐅᑎᑦᑎᓚᐅᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᑎᑎᕋᐅᔭᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓴᓇᔭᐅᓯᒪᓂᐊᖅᑐᓂᒃ 
ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓱᐃᔨᐅᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᑎᑎᕋᐅᔭᖅᑎᓄᑦ ᐊᕐᕕᓕᒡᕈᐊᖅ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖓᓂ."

ᑎᑎᕋᐅᔭᖅᑕᐅᓂᖓ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓇᑉᐸᖅᑎᕆᔭᐅᓂᖓ ᐊᕐᕕᓕᒡᕈᐊᖅ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖓᓄᑦ ᑐᐊᕕᕐᓇᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᑰᒑᕐᔪᒃ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖓ 
ᓄᖑᓚᐅᕐᒪᑦ ᐃᑭᑦᑐᒧᑦ ᕕᕈᐊᕆ 2017–ᒥ, ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ 
ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓱᐃᔭᕆᐊᖃᖅᑎᑦᑎᓪᓗᓂ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᐊᕈᓯᐅᓚᐅᑲᖕᓂᐊᖅᑐᓂ 
ᐊᓯᖏᓐᓂ ᐃᒡᓗᕐᔪᐊᖑᔪᓂ ᖃᓂᒋᔭᖓᓄᑦ 300–ᓄᑦ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑎᐅᔪᓄᑦ.

ᑮᓇᐅᔭᓂ ᖃᓂᒋᔭᖓᓂ $40 ᒥᓕᐊᓐᓂ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐊᖏᓂᖃᖅᖢᓂ 
49,470 ᑭᑉᐹᕆᒃᑐᓂ ᐃᓯᒐᓪᓗᐊᓂ, ᐊᕐᕕᓕᒡᕈᐊᖅ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᒃ 
ᐱᔭᕇᖅᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᓂ ᒪᕐᕉᖕᓂ, ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕖᑦ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᓄᑦ 
ᐱᖓᓱᓄᑦ ᑎᓴᒪᓂᓪᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᐱᔭᕇᖅᑕᐅᓇᓱᐊᖅᐸᒃᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ. ᖁᓪᓕᖅ 
ᓇᑉᐸᖅᑎᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᓕᒥᑎᑦ ᓴᓇᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᕐᔪᐊᒥ.

ᐃᓚᖓ ᑰᒑᕐᔫᑉ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖓ ᓴᐳᔾᔭᐅᔪᓐᓇᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᐃᓚᓕᐅᔾᔭᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᐊᕐᕕᓕᒡᕈᐊᖅ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖓᓄᑦ: ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ 
ᐅᔭᖅᑲᓂ ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓱᐃᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ ᑲᑕᖕᒥ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᕐᒥ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᐅᑉ 
ᐃᓯᕐᕕᖓᓄᑦ  ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓱᖅᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐊᕙᓗᓯᒪᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᕐᕕᓕᒡᕈᐊᖅ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᐅᑉ ᐊᓕᒍᕐᒥ ᓵᓚᖃᐅᓯᐊᓄᑦ ᐴᖓᓐᓂ.

"ᓄᑖᖅ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᒃ ᖃᐅᒪᕗᖅ ᐊᒻᒪ ᑕᖅᓴᖃᐅᖅᐳᖅ, 

ᐃᒡᓗᕈᓯᖅᑯᖅᑐᓪᓗᓂ, ᖁᑦᑎᒃᑐᒥ ᖁᓕᐅᔪᓂ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᒫᓐᓇᓕᓴᐅᔪᓂ ᐃᒡᓗᓂᑦ ᓴᓇᕙᒃᑐᓄᑦ ᑎᑎᕋᐅᔭᒐᖏᓐᓂ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᓄᑖᙳᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᓂᐅᔪᒥ," ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᓂᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ. "ᓲᕐᓗ, 
ᒪᑐᐃᖓᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᕿᑲᕐᕕᐅᔪᒥ ᐃᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐱᔨᑦᑎᕋᖅᐳᖅ ᑲᑎᕝᕕᐅᔪᓐᓇᖅᑐᒥ 
ᐃᓂᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑎᓄᑦ. ᖁᓛᓂ–ᐃᒡᓗᕈᓯᑎᑐᑦ ᒪᕐᕈᖓᓂ ᓇᑎᐅᔪᒥ, 
ᑕᑯᒃᓴᐅᓂᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᐃᓯᕐᕕᐊᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓱᓪᓗᑯᑖᖓᓂ. ᑐᑭᓕᐊᖅᑐᓂ 
ᑲᓚᓕᖕᓂ ᐃᒐᓛᓂᑦ ᐃᓯᖅᑎᑦᑎᓲᖑᕗᖅ ᐊᔾᔨᒌᙱᑦᑐᓂ ᖃᐅᒪᐅᖅᑐᓂ. 
ᐃᒡᓗᒥᐅᑕᑦ ᖃᐅᒪᔪᓂ ᑲᓚᖃᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᒫᓐᓇᓕᓴᐅᓪᓗᑎᒃ, ᑕᒪᒃᑭᓂ 
ᓴᓇᐅᒪᓂᖓᓂ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᖃᓄᐃᓕᖓᓂᐅᔪᒥ."

ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᓂᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᒥᓂᔅᑕᖓ ᑕᐃᕕᑦ ᔪᐊᓇᓯ 
ᐃᓚᒋᐊᖅᓯᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ, "ᑕᐃᒪᙵᓂ ᒪᑐᐃᓚᐅᕐᓂᖓᓂ 2019–ᒥ, 
ᐊᕐᕕᓕᒡᕈᐊᖅ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖓ ᑐᓂᓯᓯᒪᕗᖅ ᐱᕕᒃᓴᖃᕐᓂᐅᔪᓂ 
ᐃᓄᖕᓄᑦ ᑰᒑᕐᔪᖕᒥ ᑲᑎᖃᑎᒌᖕᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᖃᕐᓗᑎᒃ 
ᖃᐅᔨᒪᓂᐅᔪᓂ, ᐃᓕᖅᑯᓯᒥᒃ, ᐊᒻᒪ ᐱᓐᓇᕆᔭᐅᔪᓄᑦ 
ᐱᐅᓯᒋᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᓂᐊᖅᑐᒥ ᓄᓇᓕᓕᒫᒥ. ᐅᓇ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᒃ 
ᑲᔪᖏᖅᓴᐃᓪᓗᓂ ᐃᓂᐅᓕᖅᐳᖅ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑎᓄᑦ, ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑎᓄᑦ, 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓄᑦ."

ᐊᕐᕕᓕᒡᕈᐊᖅ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᒃ ᐱᔭᕇᖅᑕᐅᔪᖅ ᒪᕐᕉᖕᓂ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᑐᐃᓐᓇᕐᓂ ᑮᓇᐅᔭᓂ ᐊᑐᖅᑐᒃᓴᖃᖅᖢᓂ $40 ᒥᓕᐊᓐᓂ

ᓄᑖᖅ ᑰᒑᕐᔪᖕᒥ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᒃ ᐱᕗᖅ ᓴᓇᔭᐅᓯᒪᓂᐊᖅᑐᓂᒃ 
ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓱᐃᔨᐅᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᑎᑎᕋᐅᔭᖅᑎᓄᑦ ᓵᓚᖃᐅᓯᐊᓂᑦ

Iqaluit and Rankin Inlet receive first biweekly shipment of 3,000 doses
Vaccines arrive in time for the new year

On Dec. 30 it was confirmed by gov-
ernment officials that the first 3,000 doses 
of the Moderna Covid-19 vaccine, enough 
to vaccinate 1,500 people, have arrived in 
Nunavut. Shipments of this amount are set to 
arrive biweekly, and Health Minister Lorne 
Kusugak said "we're hoping everyone who 
wants to be vaccinated will be done some-
where between mid-March to the end of 
March."

Nunavut Premier Joe Savikataaq and 
Chief Public Health Officer Dr. Michael 
Patterson were on hand as the plane arrived 
at the Iqaluit Airport, and Minister Kusugak 
met the shipment in Rankin Inlet on the same 
day.

"I'm thrilled to witness the arrival of the 
first #COVID19 vaccines in Nunavut!" wrote 
the Premier, adding that the first doses will 
be targeted to "front-line workers and Elders. 
As our supply increases, we will start rolling 
out to adult Nunavummiut, in all commun-
ities."

Active cases of the coronavirus in Nuna-

vut continue to go down. As of Dec. 30 the 
GN stated there are a total of three active 
cases of Covid-19 in the territory, with no 
new cases being reported today or yesterday.

Arviat, which once had the most active 
cases of Covid-19 in Nunavut, is down to one 
case, from a peak of 222 confirmed cases in 
November. The remaining two cases are in 
Whale Cove which previously flattened the 
curve prior to the virus re-emerging in the 
community on Dec. 23.

As of Dec. 30 the lockdown in Rankin 
Inlet was officially lifted, with two weeks 
passing since the recovery of the last record-
ed case in the community.

Testing across the territory has yielded 
1,991 negative tests as of Dec. 30.

Anyone who has reason to believe they 
have been exposed to Covid-19 is advised 
to call the Covid-hotline at 1-888-975-8601 
between 10 a.m. and 6 p.m. EST, or notify 
their community health centre right away, 
and immediately isolate at home for 14 days. 
Please do not go to the health centre in per-
son.

– Trevor Wright and Darrell Greer

Active cases: 3
Confirmed cases: 266
Recovered cases: 262
Total persons followed: 5,478
Current persons followed: 631
Completed tests in Kivalliq: 2,053
Negative tests: 1,789

fact file

NuNavuT coviD-19 SiTuaTioN aS of Dec. 30

Source: Government of Nunavut Department of Health

Confirmed cases by community

Arviat: 222 (220 recovered)

Whale Cove: 23 (21 recovered)

Rankin Inlet: 19 (all recovered)

Sanikiluaq: 2 (all recovered)

Total deaths: 1

Northern News Services
Nunavut
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Health Minister declares  
public health emergency

Iqaluit
On March 18 Health Minister George Hickes declared a 

public health emergency in Nunavut effective March 20 due 
to Covid-19 concerns. This "unprecedented step" was taken 
based on the advice of Chief Public Health Officer (CPHO) Dr. 
Michael Patterson, said Hickes.

Anyone who has arrived in the territory since March 15 and 
not in an "essential service delivery position," should immedi-
ately start to self-isolate for 14 days stated Patterson in a news 
release.

Between 50 and 60 people  tested thus far and approximately 
half of the test results were received, said Premier Joe Savika-
taaq. The samples are flown south to be tested and then the test 
results are emailed or faxed to Nunavut's Department of Health.

Home swabs have also started in some communities, 
announced Patterson. The public health emergency has been 
renewed 21 times, as of press time extending to Jan. 7.

Man jailed for vicious assault at home
Panniqtuuq/Pangnirtung

Joshua Evic, 44, of Pangnirtung will be behind bars for 
three years, minus time served, for his part in a vicious assault 
on another man who required 16 staples to close the cut on 
his head. Jessica Akpalialuk, the 27-year-old co-offender, was 
sentenced to a year in jail, minus time served, for her part in 
the attack.

The assault took place at a mutual friend's home on Mar. 5, 
2019. The pair arrived and Akpalialuk got into an argument 
with the victim. She began punching the victim on his head and 
arm. Then Evic joined in and they began kicking the man as 
well, even after he fell to the ground. The victim was rendered 
unconscious.

Fight against domestic  
violence scales up

Nunavut
Family Services Minister Elisapee Sheutiapik requested $1 

million from the GN on March 4 to aid existing family vio-
lence shelters and to put toward the planning and opening of 
new shelters in Pangnirtung, Baker Lake, Pond Inlet and Gjoa 
Haven. She's also seeking $645,000 for five new positions to 
move forward with the Community Co-ordination for Women's 
Safety Initiative.

A 112-page report that Pauktuutit released in January con-
tains a multitude of recommendations to counteract the over-
whelming number of violent transgressions – a rate 13 times 
higher for Inuit women than for women in the rest of Canada.

The report also a contained a recommendation for RCMP to 

get a better historical understanding of the plight of the Inuit and 
to become more familiar with their culture.

Secrecy shrouds police homicide
Kinngait

A  Kinngait resident is dead following an encounter with 
RCMP and an Ottawa police homicide unit is investigating the 
RCMP's role in that death.

Neither police department is revealing any details relating to 
the late February tragedy.

"We haven't heard nothing, I haven't heard nothing," said 
Cape Dorset mayor Timoon Toonoo on March 6.

Asked if he has confidence in once police force investigating 
another, Toonoo replied, "I don't really have a say on that."

The ordeal left some Cape Dorset residents feeling "stressed 
out," Toonoo said, adding that the court circuit that was sched-
uled to take place in March was delayed until May in light of 
the tragic circumstances.

Coronavirus stings Nunavut's economy
Nunavut

Nunavut's economy took an estimated $750,000 hit from the 
cancellation of the annual Nunavut Mining Symposium, organ-
izers calculated.

Hotels and airlines were among the businesses that felt a 
pinch from the loss of business associated with the mining 
symposium. 

Businesses impacted by the decision to cancel the sympo-
sium were notified and the Nunavut Mining Symposium (NMS) 
issued full refunds to all delegates and sponsors who had made 
payments, according to a news release.

"If we see many more events cancelled like NMS and the 
AWG (Arctic Winter Games), it will be difficult for businesses 
associated with these industries," said Victor Tootoo, president 
of the Baffin Regional Chamber of Commerce.

March ᒫᑦᓯ

NNSL file photo

"We all have a responsibility. Our time is right now to limit the impact of Covid-19 in Nunavut. Everyone 
needs to participate. Everyone needs to buy into these plans. Otherwise, all these things that we're doing, 
all these drastic measures we're taking are to no avail, to no effect," said then-Health Minister George 
Hickes on March 18 in Iqaluit. From the left is Hickes, Chief Public Health Officer Dr. Michael Patterson, 
Premier Joe Savikataaq and Minister of Education David Joanasie.

"ᑲᒪᒋᔭᒃᓴᖃᖅᑐᐃᓐᓇᐅᕗᒍᑦ. ᐱᓕᕆᓂᖅᐳᑦ ᒫᓐᓇᐅᕗᖅ ᑭᒡᓕᖃᖅᑎᑦᑎᓂᕐᒥ ᐊᒃᑐᐃᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓇᖅ-19–ᒥ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ. 
ᑭᒃᑯᓕᒫᑦ ᐃᓚᐅᖃᑕᐅᔭᕆᐊᖃᖅᐳᑦ. ᑭᒃᑯᓕᒫᑦ ᓂᐅᕕᖃᑕᐅᔭᕆᐊᖃᖅᐳᑦ ᐅᑯᓄᖓ ᐸᕐᓇᐅᑕᐅᔪᓄᑦ. ᑕᐃᒪᐃᙱᒃᑯᑎᒃ, ᑕᒪᒃᑭᑦ 
ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᕈᑎᒋᔭᕗᑦ, ᑕᒪᒃᑭᑦ ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᕐᓂᕐᔪᐊᖑᔪᑦ, ᐱᓕᕆᔭᕗᑦ ᓱᕙᓕᑭᐊᖑᓂᐊᖅᐳᑦ, ᐊᑑᑎᖃᔾᔮᙱᓚᑦ," ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 
ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᙱᑦᑐᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᓐᓂ ᒥᓂᔅᑕᖓ ᔪᐊᔾ ᕼᐃᒃᔅ ᒫᔾᔨ 18–ᒥ ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓂ. ᓴᐃᒥᖕᒥ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᙱᑦᑐᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ 
ᒥᓂᔅᑕᖓ ᔪᐊᔾ ᕼᐃᒃᔅ, ᐃᓄᓕᒫᓄᑦ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᖅᑕᐃᓕᑎᑦᑎᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᖓᔪᖅᑳᖓ ᓘᒃᑖᖅ ᒪᐃᑯᓪ ᐹᑐᓴᓐ, ᓯᕗᓕᖅᑎ ᔫ ᓴᕕᑲᑖᖅ 
ᐊᒻᒪ ᒥᓂᔅᑕ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᓂᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᓐᓂ ᑕᐃᕕᑦ ᔪᐊᓇᓯ.

2020 in review  2020-ᒥ ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ

Please see April/ᐄᐳᕆ, next page  
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New order for public  
gatherings outlined 

Nunavut
A new order addressing social distancing and gatherings was 

outlined by Nunavut's Chief Public Health Officer (CPHO) Dr. 
Michael Patterson at an April 27 press conference. 

The order was back-dated to go into effect April 24 under the 
public health emergencey. Social gatherings were limited to five 
people or fewer. 

All organized public gatherings that involved more than five 
people were not permitted.

Concerts, marriages, funerals, memorial services, as well as 
community and sporting events fell under this category.

Restaurants, all businesses related to personal services, ser-
vices from dentists, veterinarians and psychologists all were 
ordered to remain closed.

Government keeps a lid on  
Covid-positive medical traveller

Nunavut
Nunavut's Chief Public Health Officer (CPHO) Dr. Michael 

Patterson, did not discuss any details to the Nunavummiuq who 
had tested positive for Covid-19 in southern Canada, during a 
May 19 press conference.

Neither the patient's community or location in the south was 
revealed. The GN on May 18 stated the individual was a medical 
traveller, who has been down south for six weeks and did not raise 
a risk for Nunavummiut. As the infection originated outside the 
territory it did not count toward Nunavut's total cases.

Nearly $4 million spent on isolation hubs
Nunavut

As of May 6, about $4 million had been spent by the Govern-
ment of Nunavut (GN) to self-isolate 1,022 Nunavummiut in the 
south.

On May 1, Premier Joe Savikataaq said beginning May 7, any 
Nunavummiut who voluntarily leave the territory and want to 
return must pay for their 14-day self-isolation period down south. 

This order was reversed May 6, with the GN continuing to 
cover these costs as long as the quarantine requirements are in 
place, he said.

Health Minister George Hickes said the decision to reverse the 
order was based on a number of different factors.

"Administratively it would have been a lot more burden on the 
public servants," Hickes said. 

"We had made some rough estimates and this has fallen in 
line with what I had anticipated anyway," he said during the GN's 
press conference on May 8.

The minister emphasized that the $3,982,673 has been a "well-
placed investment." The money spent has allowed the territory to 
remain Covid-19 free, according to Hickes. 

The amount of money the GN is willing to put towards self-
isolation in the future is unknown, he added.

Chinese ownership of Nunavut's  
resources stokes unease

Nunavut
China's government controls many Chinese mining compan-

ies, including Shandong Gold Mining, which was in line to buy 
Toronto-based TMAC Resources for $149 million (U.S.).

"There's a long-running sort of latent fear of selling strategic 
resources to an entity which is controlled entirely, or in part, by 
the Government of a competitor," said Adam Lajeunesse, co-
author of the 2017 book China's Arctic Ambitions and What They 
Mean for Canada.

Nunavut Senator Dennis Patterson said TMAC's struggles 
to operate profitably were well-known and it seems Canadian 
investors didn't emerge. Shandong Gold has made several key 
commitments, including honouring the 20-year Inuit Impact and 
Benefits Agreement, which TMAC had signed with the Kitik-
meot Inuit Association (KIA), Patterson noted.

The federal government's security review of the bid was con-
cluded in December with Ottawa refusing to allow the sale to 
Shandong to go through.

news  ÄªØflî

Please see June/ᔫᓂ, next page  

GN needs more money  
to combat Covid-19

Nunavut
Amid the Covid-19 crisis, the territorial and 

federal governments remained locked in a dis-
pute over health funding. The GN's "longstand-
ing" agreement with Ottawa for Non-Insured 
Health Benefits (NIHB) expired on March 31.

NIHB is a federal program that provides 
Nunavut Inuit with access to health services. 
The GN "bore most of the costs in deliv-
ering this federal program," said Health Min-
ister George Hickes. The GN has been paying 
upwards of $77 million annually for medical 
travel.

Hickes is adding this is now affecting the 
GN's response capabilities for Covid-19.

"We have arguably the highest health care 
costs in the country, yet we're one of the least 
funded because it's on a per-capita basis, Hickes 
said. "With respect to Covid-19, we have made 
our needs abundantly clear. We need financial 
support to continue to stem the virus from 
entering our territory."

Nunavut municipalities receive  
$2 million in funds from GN

Nunavut
In order to cover expenses incurred by 

responding to Covid-19, $2 million in funding 
will be allocated to municipalities, announced 
Premier Joe Savikataaq during a press confer-
ence on April 20. The money will help cover 
costs for Covid-19 related signage, information 

and translations. Expenses incurred due to addi-
tional janitorial and custodial staff, increased 
bylaw and enforcement patrols, lost revenues 
from facility closures, municipal water delivery 
and garbage pickup are among other services 
that will also be covered by this funding.

The Premier also encouraged daycares to 
apply for federal programs such as the Canada 
Emergency Wage Subsidy and Canada Emer-
gency Response Benefit (CERB).

Community travel discouraged
Nunavut

Snowmobiles buzzing back and forth across 
the 76 kilometres between Igulik and Sanirajak 
is common for much of the year.

Covid-19 has thrown a wrench in that, how-
ever. Some continue to make the trip, but others 
remain unsure about how safe it is in the midst 
of a global pandemic, even though no cases had 
yet been diagnosed in Nunavut.

The territory's Chief Public Health Officer 
Dr. Michael Patterson advises against all non-
essential travel between communities.

"All Nunavummiut are encouraged to stay 
home," reads a statement on behalf of Patterson.

In Sanirajak, Mayor Jaypeetee Audlakiak 
said he's aware of residents continuing to travel 
but he said traffic is lower than normal.

Twenty-three Nunavut  
inmates released due  
to pandemic concerns

Nunavut
Nunavut's justice system has set free 23 

inmates over the past few weeks due to the 
potential effects Covid-19 could have on crowd-

ed facilities.
Twelve inmates received their early release 

on April 11. Five of them were serving time 
at Baffin Correctional Centre in Iqaluit; four 
were at the Rankin Inlet Healing Facility; while 
the Nunavut Women's Correctional Centre in 
Iqaluit, the Uttaqivik Community Residential 
Centre – a  halfway house in Iqaluit – and the 

Kugluktuk Ilavut Centre each housed one of the 
released inmates. 

The Baffin Correctional Centre still housed 
43 inmates at the time of the early release.

Visiting and non-essential traffic at penal 
facilities was suspended, new inmates are being 
isolated for 14 days and hand-sanitizing stations 
were installed at high-traffic areas.

April ᐄᐳᕆ

May ᒪᐃ
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MAsks in 
the MAking

Savannah Ang-
naluak, left, and 
her mother Loretta 
were busy sewing 
non-medial grade 
masks for resi-
dents of Kugluktuk 
in April, creating 
over 140 masks in 
the course of one 
weekend. Their 
goal was to make 
masks for all the 
adults in the com-
munity.
photo courtesy of Loretta Angnaluak

ᓴᕚᓇ ᐊᖕᓇᓗᐊᒃ, ᓴᐅᒥᖕᒥ, ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᓈᓇᖓ ᓗᐊᕆᑕ ᐱᔭᒃᓴᖃᕐᔪᐊᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᒥᖅᓱᖅᖢᑎᒃ 
ᐋᓐᓂᐊᕕᖕᓅᖓᙱᑦᑐᓂ ᒪᑐᐊᕐᓂᑦ ᖁᕐᓗᖅᑐᕐᒥᐅᑕᓄᑦ ᐊᐃᑉᕆᓕᒥ, ᓴᓇᓪᓗᑎᒃ 140 
ᐅᖓᑖᓂ ᒪᑐᐊᕐᓂᑦ ᐊᑕᐅᓯᕐᒥ ᐱᓇᓱᐊᕈᓯᐅᑉ ᓄᙳᐊᓂ. ᑐᕌᒐᕆᓇᓱᐊᖅᑕᖓ ᓴᓇᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᒪᑐᐊᕐᓂᑦ ᑕᒪᒃᑭᓄᑦ ᐃᓐᓇᕐᓄᑦ ᓄᓇᓕᐅᔪᒥ.

BreAkfAst in A BAg
Tarrah Kelly and Jason Rochon serve breakfast in bags 
to students outside D.J. Specialities in Iqaluit. When 
schools closed on March 17 due to the Covid-19 pan-
demic, the breakfast program at schools also came to a 
halt. Not wanting hungry children to go without, Rochon 
and a team of volunteers stepped up to keep the break-
fast program going. As of May 20, about $76,000 had 
been spent on Iqaluit's Breakfast in a Bag program.

NNSL file photo

ᑎᐊᕋ ᑲᓕ ᐊᒻᒪ ᔭᐃᓴᓐ ᕉᓴᓐ ᐅᓪᓛᕈᒻᒥᑕᕐᒧᑦ ᐴᖅᓯᒪᔪᓂ ᑐᓐᓂᖅᓴᐃᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑎᓄᑦ D.J. Specialities 
ᓯᓚᑖᓂ ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓂ. ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕖᑦ ᒪᑐᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᒫᔾᔨ 17–ᒥ ᐱᔾᔪᑎᖃᖅᑐᒧᑦ ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓇᖅ-19 ᐊᒥᓱᓄᑦ ᖃᓂᒻᒪᓐᓇᐅᔪᒥ, 
ᐅᓪᓛᕈᒻᒥᑕᕐᒧᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᔪᖅ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖕᓂ ᓄᖅᑲᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ. ᓱᕈᓯᕐᓂ ᑳᖁᔨᙱᖦᖢᑎᒃ, ᕉᓴᓐ ᐊᒻᒪ ᑲᑎᙵᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐊᑭᓕᖅᓱᖅᑕᐅᓇᑎᒃ ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑎᓂᑦ ᐱᒋᐊᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᐅᓪᓛᕈᒻᒥᑕᕐᒥ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᔪᒥ ᐃᖏᕐᕋᑎᑦᑏᓐᓇᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ. $76,000–ᐸᓗᖕᓂ 
ᐊᑐᖅᓯᒪᕗᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᔪᒧᑦ ᐃᓱᖓᓐᓂ ᒪᐃ 20–ᒧᑦ.
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Nunavut restrictions eased starting June 1
Nunavut

The Government of Nunavut (GN) announced May 25 the 
easing of some public health measures within the territory, 
which began June 1. Daycares, territorial parks and municipal 
playgrounds reopened, along with outdoor gathering limits 
increasing to 25 people, with strong recommendations remaining 
for social distancing.

Also on May 25, the GN introduced a document called Nuna-
vut's Path, the government's plan for easing earlier restrictions 
put in place to prevent potential spread of Covid-19.

"It is time for us to move forward. This does not mean that 
this pandemic is over. This does not mean the threat has passed," 
said Patterson, adding Nunavummiut need to maintain protect-
ive measures like hand washing and staying home if ill.

Iqaluit holds a protest against 
police brutality and racism

Iqaluit
Hundreds of protesters in Iqaluit gathered to express their 

frustration with police brutality and racism on June 5. 
The peaceful protest began with Iqalummuit holding signs 

and chanting in a circle at the Four Corners intersection down-
town around 11:45 a.m. A mosaic of voices from children to 
adults chanted in unison, "No justice, no peace, Black Lives 
Matter."

Members of the public kneeled for eight minutes and 46 
seconds in silence.

One of the protest organizers, Murielle Jassinthe, explained 
the silence was to remember George Floyd and "how it feels to 
fight for your life for eight minutes and 46 seconds."

Floyd, a 46-year-old black American, was killed in Minneap-
olis, MN by police. Officer Derek Chauvin knelt on his neck for 
almost nine minutes.

Nine-year-old Lesedi Mokoena tearfully spoke about her 
experiences with racism. "I've been pushed because I am black," 
said Mokoena.

An Inuk protester, Jukipa Kuutiq, who spoke up against the 
police brutality among Inuit communities, was very touched by 
Mokoena's speech.

Travel between Nunavut and NWT allowed
Nunavut

A 'travel bubble' between the Northwest Territories (NWT) 
and Nunavut was established in a June 15 press conference.

Individuals from the Northwest Territories (NWT) were per-
mitted to enter Nunavut without self-isolating and vice-versa as 
long as they adhered to three conditions:

Travel must originate from Nunavut or NWT
Travellers must not have been outside of their respective ter-

ritory for two weeks prior to their travel to Nunavut or NWT.
Travellers must remain in either Nunavut or NWT for the 

duration of their stay.
Patterson said although there is "a little bit of concern" every 

time measures are eased, "it's a reasonable time" to be creating 
the travel bubble.

"It's safe to travel back and forth between Northwest Territor-
ies and Nuanvut, as long as people don't go outside of that area. 
So there's no medical reason to restrict travel between the two 
territories at this point," he said.

Baker Lake man owes his life to  
search and rescue team

Qamanittuaq/Baker Lake
Jason Subgut has made the trip between Baker Lake and 

Chesterfield Inlet many times but, until the June 6 to 7 weekend, 
never had he spent it wondering if his life was over.

Subgut, 31 loaded up his Ace 900 Ski-Doo around 7 a.m. on 
Friday, June 5 and headed for Chesterfield Inlet to see his infant 
daughter. He was carrying extra gas, his cellphone and a GPS.

A few hours into his trip, he encountered a mix of rain, snow 
and fog that limited his visibility and disoriented him, his cell 
died and his GPS began malfunctioning, but responded again.

After a while he realized his GPS was still faulty and he was 
going in circles.

His mother notified Baker Lake Search and Rescue when 
Subgut didn't reach his destination. The searchers found Subgut 
on Sunday around 5 a.m. He was roused by his slumber in a 

modest shelter he made by a snowmobile.
"It was a real relief," Subgut said. "They gave me food. They 

gave me tea, coffee. I was able to warm up with a Coleman stove 
under a tarp."

Nunavut's construction season proceeds
Nunavut

The Government of Nunavut (GN) kept moving forward with 
summer and fall construction projects regardless of the Covid-19 
pandemic.

Construction workers were permitted to self-isolate in the 
same isolation hubs as medical travellers and residents from 
Nunavut, as well as two self-isolation locations identified specif-
ically for construction workers.

Isolation hubs are set up in Yellowknife, Winnipeg, Ottawa 
and Edmonton.

Each municipality was given the opportunity to decide, 
without any pressure, whether to proceed with their construc-
tion projects, said Lorne Kusugak, Minister of Community and 
Government Services.

In total, the GN expected between 400 to 500 construction 
workers to enter Nunavut during the construction season.

June ᔫᓂ
ᓈᒻᒪᒃᓴᙱᓐᓂᕐᒥᓂᒃ ᑕᑯᒃᓴᐅᑎᑦᑎᔪᑦ ᑲᑎᖃᑎᒌᒃᐳᑦ ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓂ ᓵᓚᖃᕋᓱᐊᕐᓂᕐᒥ ᐃᓅᖃᑎᒥᒃ ᐊᑭᕋᖅᑐᕐᓂᕐᒥ ᐊᔾᔨᒋᙱᓐᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᐊᒻᒪ ᐸᓖᓯᒃᑯᓐᓂ ᐋᓐᓂᖅᓯᕆᓂᐅᕙᒃᑐᓄᑦ ᔫᓂ 5–ᒥ.

NNSL file photo

Protesters gathered against racism and police violence in Iqaluit June 5, following the death of George 
Floyd in May, This coincided with various other similar protests all over North America. 
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Please see July/ᔪᓚᐃ, next page  
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QIA reaches milestone  
deal with Baffinland

Qikiqtani
The Qikiqtani Inuit Association extracted 

huge commitments and what could amount to 
more than $100 million in additional payments 
from Baffinland Iron Mines through a newly-
signed agreement, provided Mary River mine 
phase two expansion proceeds.

The deal, known as the Inuit Certainty 
Agreement, will give Inuit greater authority in 
monitoring developments at the mine and asso-
ciated impacts on the environment and the Inuit 
way of life.

The QIA's royalty would rise incrementally 
to three per cent once Baffinland's phase two 
mine expansion is underway for 72 months. 
That royalty starts at 1.19 per cent.

Baffinland will also make one-time "mile-
stone payments" of $5 million – if and when 
phase two becomes effective – and $1.25 mil-
lion every three months for the following eight 
quarters. Then comes a $15 million lump sum 
after 54 months and another $15 million after 
72 months.

Baffinland has also agreed to help build 
child-care centres in Pond Inlet, Arctic Bay, 
Clyde River, Iglulik and Sanirajak.

GN creates new program  
to help artists

Nunavut
The Government of Nunavut offered $5,000 

to $50,000 to artists to cover costs for creation 
and installation of artwork through its new 
Nunavut Public Art Initiative.

The GN will pay selected artists for their 
time, materials and equipment and will offer 
mentorship fees to those who train younger or 
less experienced artists on their project.

Artists will retain intellectual property rights 
to their work.

"This exciting initiative will provide much 
needed support to our local artists whose oppor-
tunities have been affected by Covid-19," said 
Minister of Economic Development and Trans-
portation David Akeeagok. "It is also an oppor-
tunity to showcase the creativity, resiliency and 
great talents of our artisans, with innovative 
spaces in our communities."

Tuberculosis exposure at daycare
Arviat

There was risk that children attending the 
daycare in Arviat could have been exposed to 
active tuberculosis (TB), the chief public health 

officer advised.
Staff and children who have spent time at the 

daycare should be screened for TB, Dr. Michael 
Patterson urged. A positive TB test is usually 
an indication that a person shared airspace with 
someone who has active TB, Patterson stated.

TB bacteria is inhaled but can remain dor-
mant. If left untreated, it could become active 
TB and become contagious.

Cabin building halted
Iqaluit

The City of Iqaluit announced plans to 
develop regulations for the construction of cab-
ins and recreational structures on unleased 
municipal land.

Until that process is completed, city coun-
cil froze construction of cabins on unleased 
city property. This decision was made unani-
mously at the council meeting on July 28, based 
on a recommendation from the Planning and 
Development Committee.

"Applicants must confirm jurisdiction and 
approval from respective landowners before any 
cabin construction can begin," the city stated.

Agnico Eagle pays millions  
for Nunavummiut workers  

to stay home
Kivalliq

Sending Nunavummiut employees home as 
a Covid-19 safety precaution is costing gold 
miner Agnico Eagle $1.4 million per month, the 
company revealed in its second quarter report.

As of the writing of that report, there was 
still no timeline set for the 400-500 Nunavum-
miut employees to return to their jobs after 
being sent home on March 19.

"The company is in regular discussions with 
community leaders, the Nunavut chief medical 
officer and government officials to establish 
when and how a return to work for these 
employees could be achieved," the quarterly 
report states.

Agnico Eagle has been paying 75 per cent of 
base salaries to those workers.

Rep for Children and  
Youth slams GN

Nunavut
The Government of Nunavut's proposed 

improvements to mental health services for 
children and youth are "entirely unacceptable," 
in addition to being late, said Jane Bates, the ter-
ritory's Representative for Children and Youth.

"I have given the (GN) departments' responses 
consideration and find that the proposed actions 
lack substance, commitment, collaboration, and 
a sense of urgency that the mental health of 

young Nunavummiut deserve," Bates stated in 
a news release.

The territorial government responded that 
parents, schools, communities and all levels of 
government have a role to play in responding to 
mental health needs. 

"The GN also stated that it will use the 
recommendations from Representative for Chil-
dren and Youth (RCY) report to inform and 
revise government practices moving forward, 

to close gaps and guide future actions to benefit 
children and youth's mental health," reads a 
statement from the GN. 

"Since the report came out, GN departments 
have been in regular contact with the RCY 
and have provided detailed information on the 
ongoing work to address the report's recom-
mendations."

July ᔪᓚᐃ

photo courtesy of Philip Putumiraqtuq 

freezing pAin
This was the unfortunate scene in Baker Lake in mid-July when the community 
freezer malfunctioned and an estimated 5,000 pounds of meat was spoiled. 
Two of the freezer's chillers were repaired in late August and the other two were 
expected to be fixed soon after.

ᐅᓇ ᑕᑯᔪᒥᓇᓚᐅᙱᑦᑐᖅ ᖃᒪᓂ'ᑐᐊᕐᒥ ᔪᓚᐃ ᕿᑎᐊᓂ ᓄᓇᓕᐅᑉ ᖁᐊᖅᓰᕕᐊᓗᖓ 
ᓯᖁᒥᓚᐅᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐃᒻᒪᖄ 5,000 ᐸᐅᓐᓂᒃ ᐅᖁᒪᐃᓐᓂᓖᑦ ᓂᖀᑦ ᓱᕈᓚᐅᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ.  
ᒪᕐᕈᒃ ᖁᐊᖅᓰᕕᐊᓘᑉ ᐃᑯᒪᖏᑦ ᐋᖅᑭᒃᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᑑᒃ ᐊᒐᓯᐅᑉ ᓄᙳᐊᓂ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐱᖃᑎᖏᑦ 
ᒪᕐᕈᒃ ᐋᖅᑭᒋᐊᒃᖠᔫᒃ.
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NNSL file photo

MArching for MentAl heAlth
Mary-Lee Aliyak is joined by her grand-daughter Tuuta Aliyak during the mental 
health protest in Iqaluit on June 26.

ᒥᐊᕆ–ᓖ ᐊᓕᔭᖅ ᐃᓚᐅᖃᐅᑎᖃᖅᐳᖅ ᐃᕐᙳᑕᒥᓂ ᑑᑕ ᐊᓕᔭᕐᒥ ᑕᐃᑲᓂ ᐃᓱᒪᒧᑦ 
ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᙱᑦᑐᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᓈᒻᒪᒃᓴᙱᓐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓂ ᔫᓂ 26–ᒥ.

Please see August/ᐋᒡᒌᓯ, page  10
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Comments and views from nUnAVUt news/north and letters to the editor

Editorial & opinions
wh mK5

ᑕᒪᓐᓇ ᐊᕐᕌᒎᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐊᔾᔨᖃᙱᑦᑐᒥ. 
ᑕᒪᑦᑕᒐᓚᒃ ᖃᓱᕚᓪᓕᖅᐳᒍᑦ, ᐸᕐᓇᒃᓯᒪᓪᓗᑕ 

ᐱᒋᐊᕐᓂᐊᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᒪᓕᒃᑐᒥ ᐊᑐᕐᓂᐊᖅᑕᑦᑎᓐᓂ 
ᐃᓅᓯᑦᑎᓐᓂ 2021–ᒥ ᖄᖏᖅᓯᒪᓕᖅᑐᒥ 
ᐊᕐᕌᒎᔪᒥ ᑎᑭᐅᑎᓚᐅᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᐊᒥᓱᒻᒪᕆᐊᓗᖕᓂ 
ᓄᑖᓂ ᐊᒃᓱᕈᕈᑕᐅᔪᓂ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐱᖁᔭᓂᑦ ᓴᖅᑭᑦᑐᒥ 
ᓄᓇᕐᔪᐊᓕᒫᒥ ᐊᒥᓱᓄᑦ ᖃᓂᒻᒪᓐᓇᐅᔪᒥ.

ᓇᖕᒥᓂᕆᔭᐅᔪᑦ, ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕖᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐱᙳᐊᕐᕕᒐᓚᑦ ᒪᑐᔭᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ, ᐅᔭᕋᖕᓂᐊᕐᕖᑦ 
ᒪᑐᔭᐅᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓄᑦ ᓴᓇᔨᐅᔪᓄᑦ, 
ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔮᖑᔪᓄᑦ ᑕᑯᒃᓴᐅᑎᑕᐅᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᑲᑎᒪᓂᐅᔪᑦ ᓄᖅᑲᖅᑎᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓲᕐᓗ 
ᓄᓇᕗᓕᒫᖅ ᓄᖅᑲᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐅᓐᓄᐊᖏᓐᓇᕐᒥ.

ᐊᕐᕌᒍᓕᒫᑲᓴᖕᒥ ᑎᑭᐅᑎᓇᓱᐊᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᓄᓇᕘᑉ 
ᐊᑦᑕᓇᙱᑦᑐᒥ ᑭᓴᕐᕕᖓᓄᑦ ᐋᖅᑭᐅᒪᑎᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ 
ᐊᑐᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐅᐸᒃᑕᐅᑦᑕᐃᓕᒪᓂᐅᔪᒧᑦ ᑐᔪᕐᒥᕕᖕᓄᑦ, 
ᐃᓅᖃᑎᒌᖑᔪᓄᑦ ᐅᖓᓯᒌᒋᐊᖃᕐᓂᐅᔪᓄᑦ 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐊᖏᒡᓕᒋᐊᖅᑐᒥ ᐃᓄᓕᒫᓄᑦ 
ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᙱᑦᑐᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᓂᐅᔪᓂ, 
ᐃᓚᖃᖅᑐᒥ ᒪᑐᐊᕐᓂ–ᐊᑐᕆᐊᖃᕐᓂᐅᔪᓄᑦ 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐊᒡᒐᓂ ᐅᐊᓴᐃᓐᓇᕆᐊᖃᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ, ᑭᓯᐊᓂ 
ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓇᖅ-19 ᐃᓯᕋᒥ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒧᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥᐅᑦ 
ᐸᕐᓇᒃᓯᒪᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ.

ᓱᒃᑲᔪᒥ ᑭᐅᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᑲᑎᙵᓂᐅᔪᑦ 
ᐊᐅᓪᓚᖅᑎᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᑕᒪᒃᑭᓄᑦ ᐊᒃᑐᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᓄᑦ 
ᓄᓇᓕᐅᔪᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᒐᕙᒪᑐᖃᒃᑯᑦ 
ᐃᓚᒋᐊᖅᓯᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᖄᒃᑲᓐᓂᐊᒍᑦ $19.4 ᒥᓕᐊᓐᓂ 
ᑮᓇᐅᔭᖃᖅᑎᑕᐅᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᐃᑲᔪᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐃᕐᙲᓐᓇᑲᐅᑎᒋ 
ᐱᔭᕆᐊᖃᕐᓂᐅᔪᓄᑦ. 

ᑕᐃᒪᙵᓂ ᐱᒋᐊᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᐊᒥᓱᓄᑦ 
ᖃᓂᒻᒪᓐᓇᐅᔪᒥ, ᒐᕙᒪᑐᖃᒃᑯᑦ ᑐᓂᓯᓯᒪᕗᑦ 
ᑲᑎᓪᓗᒍ $105 ᒥᓕᐊᓐᓂ ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓇᖅ-19–ᒧᑦ 
ᐃᑲᔪᖅᓱᐃᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᓄᓇᓕᐅᔪᓄᑦ.

ᓄᓇᖃᖅᑎᐅᔪᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᑦᑎᐊᕐᓂᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᐃᒻᒥᖕᓄᑦ, 
ᒪᓕᑦᑎᐊᕋᓱᐊᖅᖢᑎᒃ ᒪᓕᒋᐊᓕᖕᓂ ᐋᖅᑭᒃᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᓄᑦ 
ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᓐᓂ (GN) ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐃᓄᓕᒫᓄᑦ 
ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᙱᑦᑐᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐊᖓᔪᖅᑳᖓᓄᑦ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 

ᓄᓇᕗᑦ ᑐᑭᓕᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᒃᑲᓐᓂᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᓴᖑᖓᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐊᐃᑦᑐᐃᓂᐅᔪᒥ, ᐱᖓᓱᑐᐃᓐᓇᓂ ᖃᓄᐃᓐᓂᐅᔪᓂ 
ᐊᒥᐊᒃᑯᔪᓂ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᑕᒪᑐᒪᓂ ᐆᒪᙵᑦ 
ᑎᑎᕋᖅᑕᐅᓂᖓᓂ.

ᐅᖃᕋᓱᐊᙱᑦᑐᒍᑦ ᐊᒃᑐᖅᑕᐅᓚᐅᙱᓐᓂᑦᑎᓐᓂ, 
266–ᓂ ᓇᓗᓇᐃᖅᑕᐅᔪᓂ ᖃᓄᐃᓐᓂᐅᔪᓄᑦ 
ᐅᓂᒃᑳᕆᔭᐅᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᒪᕐᕉᖕᓂ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥᐅᓂ 
– ᐊᑕᐅᓯᖅ ᐊᕐᕕᐊᕐᒥᐅᑕᖅ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᑕᐅᓯᖅ 
ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥᐅᑕᑦ – ᐃᓅᔪᓐᓃᓚᐅᖅᑐᓂ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᕐᓇᒧᑦ.

ᖃᐅᒪᑎᑕᐅᓂᐅᔪᖅ ᐆᓇᕐᓂᖅᓴᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 
ᐊᒻᒪ ᖃᐅᒻᒪᒋᐊᓪᓚᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐃᒡᓗᒃᓴᖃᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᑐᐊᕕᕐᓇᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᓵᙵᔪᒥ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ – 
ᑐᐊᕕᕐᓇᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᑲᐅᙱᓕᐅᕈᑕᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐱᐅᔪᓐᓃᒃᑲᓐᓂᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᐃᑦᑐᐃᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᖁᐱᕐᕈᐃᑦ 
ᐊᐃᑦᑐᐃᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᑎᑭᐅᑎᒐᒥ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒧᑦ. ᐊᑲᐅᙱᓕᐅᕈᑎ 
ᓇᓗᓇᐃᖅᑕᐅᒃᑲᓐᓂᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᑕᒪᒃᑭᑦ ᐃᓚᒋᔭᐅᔪᒥ 
ᑲᓇᑕᐅᑉ ᒪᓕᒐᓕᐅᖅᑎᖏᓐᓂ ᒧᒥᓛᖅ ᖃᖅᑲᕐᒧᑦ, 
ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓱᐃᔪᒥ ᐅᓂᒃᑳᓕᐊᖑᔪᒥ ᐊᑐᕐᓂᑯᖏᓐᓂ 
ᐃᒡᓗᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐳᓚᕋᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᑭᕙᓪᓕᕐᒥ 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᕿᑎᕐᒥᐅᓂ ᐊᕕᒃᑐᖅᓯᒪᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᑕᒪᑐᒪᓂ 
ᐊᐅᔭᐅᔪᒥ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐅᕘᓇ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᑐᙵᕕᒃᑯᓐᓂ 
ᓄᓇᓖᑦ ᐊᑐᖅᐸᒃᑕᖏᑦ ᐊᐅᓚᔪᓐᓇᖁᓪᓗᒋᑦ 
ᐃᓚᑰᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᐅᓂᒃᑳᓕᐊᖑᔪᒥ, ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓱᐃᔪᒥ 
ᐊᖏᕐᔪᐊᖅᑐᒥ ᑕᒪᒃᑭᓂ ᐃᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᐱᔭᕆᐊᖃᖅᑐᓂ 
ᐊᖏᐸᓗᒃᑐᓂ ᑲᑎᖅᓱᖅᑕᐅᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᓂ ᑮᓇᐅᔭᓂ 
ᑐᖅᑯᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᐱᕈᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᑎᑕᐅᔪᓂᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᑦ 
ᐱᕈᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᑦᑎᐊᕈᓐᓇᕐᓂᖓᓂ.

"ᐃᓅᓪᓗᑕ, ᐋᖅᑭᒋᐊᖅᓯᔪᓐᓇᖅᑰᕋᔭᙱᑉᐳᒍᑦ 
ᑭᓱᑐᐃᓐᓇᓂ ᓲᕐᓗ ᐋᓐᓂᖅᓯᕆᓂᐅᔪᒥ, 
ᐱᑦᑎᐊᙱᓐᓂᐅᔪᒥ, ᑐᖂᑦᑎᓂᕐᒥ, ᐃᒻᒥᓃᕐᓂᕐᒥ ᑭᓯᐊᓂ 
ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓯᒋᐊᕈᑦᑕ ᐃᒡᓗᒃᓴᖃᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᑐᐊᕕᕐᓇᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ," 
ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᖃᖅᑲᖅ.

ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᐸᓖᓯᒃᑯᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᖅᑕᐅᕐᔪᐊᓕᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ 
ᒪᓕᒃᑐᒥ ᒪᕐᕉᖕᓂ ᐃᓅᔪᓐᓃᕐᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᐹᖅᓯᓂᐅᔪᓂ 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐊᓯᐊᓂ ᐊᖑᒻᒥ ᐊᐳᖅᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ 
ᓄᖅᑲᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᔪᒥ ᓄᓇᓯᐅᑎᐅᑉ ᐹᖓᓂ. ᐃᒻᒥᒃᑰᖅᑐᓂ 
ᖃᐅᔨᓴᖅᑎᐅᔪᓂ ᒪᓕᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐸᓖᓯᐅᔪᑦ 

ᐸᓯᔭᒃᓴᐅᓚᐅᙱᓐᓂᕋᖅᑕᐅᓚᐅᕋᓗᐊᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ 
ᒪᕐᕉᔪᓂ ᑕᐃᒃᑯᓄᖓ ᑐᑭᓯᓇᑦᑎᐊᖅᑐᒥ ᖁᑦᑎᒃᑐᒥ–
ᐊᒃᓱᕈᕐᓇᖅᑐᒥ ᖃᓄᐃᓐᓂᐅᔪᓄᑦ, ᐃᓄᓕᒫᑦ 
ᐱᔪᒪᓂᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᑕᑯᒃᓴᐅᓂᖃᕐᓂᖅᓴᐅᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓵᑕᐅᔪᒃᓴᐅᑕᐅᔪᓐᓇᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᐸᓖᓯᓂ 
ᐱᔨᑦᑎᕋᖅᑎᐅᔪᓂᑦ. ᑎᒥᒧᑦ ᐊᑕᔪᓂ ᐊᔾᔨᓕᐅᕈᑎᓂ 
ᐊᑐᖁᔭᐅᓂᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᐊᒥᓱᓂ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ 
ᑲᑎᒪᔨᕐᔪᐊᖑᔪᓂ ᐃᓚᖃᖅᑐᒥ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ 
ᒪᓕᒐᓕᐊᕆᔭᐅᔪᓂᒃ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᖅᑎᒧᑦ ᑕᓂᔅ ᐹᑐᓴᓐᒧᑦ, 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᒥ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᕆᔭᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐱᒋᐊᖅᑕᐅᔪᖃᓚᐅᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᓄᕕᐱᕆ 30–ᒥ ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓂ. 
ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᐸᓖᓯᒃᑯᑦ ᕿᓂᖅᐳᑦ ᑭᐅᔾᔪᑎᒃᓴᓂ ᐅᕘᓇ 
ᖃᐅᔨᓴᖅᑕᐅᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᖃᕋᓴᐅᔭᑎᒍᑦ ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ 
ᐊᑐᐃᓐᓇᐅᔪᒥ ᐸᓖᓯᒃᑯᓐᓂ ᐃᒡᓗᕐᔪᐊᖓᓂ ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓂ.

ᐊᒃᓱᕈᕐᓂᐅᔪᑦ ᑎᑭᕐᔪᐊᕐᓂᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ, ᑭᓯᐊᓂᑦᑕᐅᖅ 
ᑭᐅᓂᐅᔪᓂ, ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓯᒪᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓱᖅᑕᐅᑲᐅᖅᑐᖅᑐᒥ 
ᐅᓪᓛᕈᒻᒥᑕᒧᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓱᖅᑕᐅᔪᒥ 
ᓇᒡᓕᒍᓱᒃᑐᓄᑦ ᐊᑭᓕᖅᓱᖅᑕᐅᓇᑎᒃ ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑎᐅᔪᓂ 
ᐱᒋᐊᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᐊᓂᑦᑕᐃᓕᒪᔭᕆᐊᖃᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᐊᔪᖅᓴᖅᑐᓄᑦ ᓂᑭᑖᕐᕕᓂᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᖃᔪᖅᑐᕐᕕᖕᓂ 
ᐱᓕᕆᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᑕᖃᔪᐃᑦᑑᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᐊᖑᒻᒪᑎᓇᓱᐊᖅᖢᑎᒃ 
ᐊᖏᒡᓕᒋᐊᖅᑐᒥ ᐱᔪᒪᓂᐅᔪᒥ.

ᐱᓪᓚᕆᐅᔪᓄᑦ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑎᐅᔪᓂ, 
ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᙱᑦᑐᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᓐᓂ ᐸᖅᑭᔨᐅᔪᓂ 
ᑲᑎᙵᓂᐅᔪᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ ᐊᑭᓕᖅᓱᖅᑕᐅᓇᑎᒃ 
ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑎᐅᔪᑦ ᓴᐳᔾᔨᔨᕐᔪᐊᖑᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ 2020–ᒥ.

ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᖑᔪᒥ ᑲᐴᑎᐅᔪᑦ ᒪᑑᓇ 
ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓇᖅ-19 ᐋᓐᓂᐊᓕᕇᒃᑯᑎ ᑎᑭᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 
ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓄᑦ ᑎᓯᐱᕆ 30–ᒥ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐃᓅᓯᖅ ᑕᒪᐃᑎᒍᑦ 
– ᐊᑦᑕᓇᙱᓐᓂᖅᓴᐅᔪᓐᓇᖅᓯᓂᐊᓕᕆᕗᖅ.

ᖃᓄᑐᐃᓐᓇᖅ 2021 ᓇᒃᓴᕐᓂᐊᕐᓂᖓᓂ 
ᐅᕙᑦᑎᓐᓄᑦ, ᖃᐅᔨᒪᕗᒍᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥᐅᑦ ᓵᙵᓂᐊᖅᐸᖓ 
ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇᑎᒋ ᓇᒡᓕᒍᓱᖕᓂᖃᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ, ᑐᙵᓇᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ, 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓱᖁᓯᔪᐃᓐᓂᕐᒥ ᑕᑯᒃᓴᐅᑎᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ 
ᖄᖏᖅᓯᒪᓕᖅᑐᓄᑦ ᑕᖅᑭᓄᑦ 12–ᓄᑦ. 

ᑕᐃᒪᑐᖅ ᓄᑖᖑᔪᒥ ᑎᑭᑉᐸᓪᓕᐊᔪᒥ 
ᐊᕐᕌᒍᖃᑦᑎᐊᕐᓂᐊᖅᐳᓯ.

ᓱᖁᓯᔪᐃᓐᓂᖅ ᐅᕙᑦᑎᓐᓂ ᑕᑯᓂᐊᖅᐳᖅ ᓯᕗᒻᒧᐊᕐᓂᑦᑎᓐᓂ
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To a year of overcoming obstacles
this was a year like no other. 
most of us are breathing a sigh of 

relief, ready to start the next chapter 
of our lives in 2021 after the past 
year brought an onslaught of new 
challenges and regulations in the 
wake of a global pandemic.

Businesses, schools and recrea-
tion facilities were shuttered, mines 
closed to resident workers, trade 
shows and symposiums were can-
celled and it felt as though the entire 
territory had ground to a halt nearly 
overnight.

it took most of the year to reach 
nunavut's safe harbour that had 
been maintained through the use of 
isolation hubs, social distancing, and 
increased public health measures, 
including mask-wearing and hand 
sanitation, but when Covid-19 did 
enter the territory nunavummiut were 
ready for it.

rapid response teams were 
deployed to all affected communities 
and the federal government added an 
injection of $19.4 million in funding 
to help with immediate needs. 

since the onset of the pandemic, 
the federal government has provided 
a total of $105 million in Covid-19 
support to nunavut's communities.

residents did right by each other, 
taking care to follow the guidelines 
set out by the Government of nunavut 
(Gn) and the chief public health offi-

cer, and nunavut once again planked 
the curve of infection, with only three 
active cases remaining in the territory 
at the time of this writing.

that isn't to say that we were 
untouched, with 266 confirmed cases 
reported and two nunavummiut – 
one from arviat and one from rankin 
inlet – succumbing to the disease.

the spotlight shone hotter and 
brighter than ever on the housing 
crisis facing the territory – a crisis 
that exacerbated the spread of the 
virus once it reached the territory. 
the issue was highlighted both by mP 
mumilaaq Qaqqaq, who is compiling 
a report on her experiences during 
a housing tour of the Kivalliq and 
Kitikmeot regions this summer, and 
through nunavut tunngavik incorpor-
ated's infrastructure gap report, which 
laid out extensively all the areas 
requiring significant investment for 
nunavut to thrive.

"i don't think as inuit, we can start 
to adjust things like violence, abuse, 
death, suicide until we start adjusting 
the housing crisis," said Qaqqaq.

rCmP came under heavy scrutiny 
following two fatal encounters and 

another where a man was struck by 
a stopping vehicle's door. independ-
ent investigations followed and while 
officers were cleared of wrongdoing 
in two of those clearly high-stress 
situations, the public wanted more 
transparency and accountability from 
their police services. Body cameras 
were called for by many nunavut 
politicians including senator dennis 
Patterson, and a national pilot project 
was launched nov. 30 in iqaluit. the 
rCmP is seeking feedback through 
a survey online or available at the 
detachment in iqaluit.

Challenges came in spades, but so 
did answers, in the form of impromp-
tu breakfast programs put together 
by caring volunteers at the start of 
lockdown, and food banks and soup 
kitchens working tirelessly to keep up 
with increased demand. 

essential workers, our health care 
teams and community volunteers 
were the true heroes of 2020.

the first doses of the moderna 
Covid-19 vaccine arrived in iqaluit 
dec. 30, and with them some hope 
that travel – and life in general – may 
soon become safer again.

no matter what 2021 has in store 
for us, we know nunavummiut will 
face it with as much compassion, 
kindness, and resilience as was 
shown over the past 12 months. 

Best wishes for the new year 
ahead.

Northern News Services
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On the land
Do you have an amazing story from your adventures on the 

land? Tell us your story and show us your photos for a chance 
to win $100. Submit your story and photo to our Nunavut News 
Facebook page, editor@nunavutnews.com, or by mail to Nuna-
vut News, PO Box 28, Iqaluit, NU, X0A 0H0. 

Entries will be placed on our Facebook page. They may also 
appear in this newspaper and other Northern News Services 
publications. The story and photo with the most combined likes 
and shares at the end of the week wins. 

Here are a few of our favourite winning photos from the 
contest this past year. Voting starts up again Jan 8!

winner - oct. 26:  
seAn noBle-nowdlUk  

Iqaluit
Hunting seals near Iqaluit back in 2018 – we caught 
14 that day.

ᐊᑭᓯᔪᖅ: ᓵᓐ ᓅᐳᓪ-ᓇᐅᓪᓚᖅ 
ᐃᖃᓗᐃᑦ

ᓇᑦᑎᕋᓱᒃᑐᑦ ᐃᖃᓗᐃᑦ ᖃᓂᒋᔭᖓᓂ 2018–ᒥ – ᐱᓚᐅᖅᐳᒍᑦ 
14–ᓂ ᑕᐃᑲᓂ ᐅᓪᓘᔪᒥ.

winner sept. 14:  
BrendA ApsAktAUn

Kugaaruk
My 10-year-old son Willy Makabe Angutingunirk's 6th 
whale since he was 8 years old in Kugaaruk, Nunavut. 
Long tusk, just under 8 foot – 7 feet 9 and 3/4 inches.

ᐊᑭᓯᔪᖅ: ᐳᕋᓐᑕ ᐊᑉᓴᒃᑕᐅᓐ
ᑰᒑᕐᔪᒃ

10-ᓂ-ᐅᑭᐅᓕᒃ ᐃᕐᓂᕋ ᐅᐃᓕ ᒫᑲᐱ ᐊᖑᑎᙳᕐᓂᐅᑉ 6–ᒋᔭᖓᓂ 
ᕿᓚᓗᒐᖅᑕᖓᓂ ᑕᐃᒪᙵᓂ 8–ᓂ ᐅᑭᐅᖃᓕᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ 
ᑰᒑᕐᔪᒃ, ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ. ᑑᒑᑯᑖᓕᒃ 8 ᐃᓯᒐᓪᓗᐊᑲᓴᖕᒥ – 7 
ᐃᓯᒐᓪᓗᐊᑦ 9 ᐊᒻᒪ 3/4 ᐃᓐᓯᔅ.

winner - feB.3:  
kArlA eVAloAkjUk 

Pond Inlet
My Daughter Reyah, in Mittimatalik, April 2019, with 
her puppy Amaruq.

ᐊᑭᓯᔪᖅ: ᑳᓚ ᐃᕙᓗᐊᕐᔪᒃ
ᒥᑦᑎᒪᑕᓕᒃ

ᐸᓂᒐ ᕋᐃᔭ, ᒥᑦᑎᒪᑕᓕᖕᒥ, ᐊᐃᑉᕆᓕ 2019, ᕿᒻᒥᐊᕐᔪᖓᓗ 
ᐊᒪᕈᖅ.

winner MArch 2: ApiA nAkoolAk 
Coral Harbour

Davidee and Thor, age 1, excited for some hockey!

ᐊᑭᓯᔪᖅ: ᐊᐱᐊ ᓇᑯᓛᒃ
ᓴᓪᓖᑦ

ᑕᐃᕕᑎ ᐊᒻᒪ ᑐᐊᕐ, ᐅᑭᐅᓕᑦ ᐊᑕᐅᓯᕐᒥ, ᖁᕕᐊᑦᑐᖅ ᕼᐋᑭᕐᓂᐊᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ!

amazing on-the-land stories ᑲᔾᔮᕐᓇᖅᑐᓂᒃ ᓄᓇᒥ ᐅᓂᒃᑳᑦ

winner MArch 30: 
AngelA tUgAk 

Arviat
John Tugak, August 2019 at Kuutau-
niraujaq near his cabin.

ᐊᑭᓯᔪᖅ: ᐋᓐᔨᓚ ᑑᒑᖅ
ᐊᕐᕕᐊᑦ

ᔮᓐ ᑑᒑᖅ, ᐋᒍᔅᑎ 2019–ᒥ ᑰᑕᐅᓂᕋᐅᔭᕐᒥ 
ᐃᒡᓗᕋᓛᖓᑕ ᖃᓂᒋᔭᖓᓂ.

winner MAy 25: hellin AlAriAq 
Pond Inlet

Kirt Pitseolak, 7, helping clear the ice to set nets at 
Iqaluit Lake, outside of Pond Inlet. Photo credit: Aaron 
Pitseolak.

ᐊᑭᓯᔪᖅ: ᕼᐊᓚᓐ ᐊᓚᕆᐊᖅ
ᓂᑦᑎᒪᑕᓕᒃ

ᑰᑦ ᐱᑦᓯᐅᓛᖅ, 7, ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑐᖅ ᓯᑯᐃᔭᐃᓂᕐᒥ ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓯᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᒪᑦᑎᑦᑕᐅᑎᓂᑦ ᐃᖃᓗᐃᑦ ᑕᓯᖓᓂ, ᒥᑦᑎᒪᑕᓕᐅᑉ ᓯᓚᑖᓂ.
ᐊᔾᔨᓕᐅᖅᑕᐅᔪᖅ: ᐃᐊᕋᓐ ᐱᑦᓯᐅᓛᖅ.
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Community leaders oppose  
QIA/Baffinland agreement

Qikiqtani
Mayors of two Qikiqtaaluk communities 

representing the North Baffin Community 
Group warned that "trouble is brewing" as 
the proposed expansion of the Mary River 
iron mine is pitting five affected communities 
against their regional Inuit association.

The communique critiques the Qikiqtani 
Inuit Association (QIA) and its president, P.J. 
Akeeagok, for signing an Inuit Certainty Agree-
ment with Baffinland Iron Mines in June.

"The agreement commits the (QIA) to sup-
porting the phase two expansion of the Mary 
River mine, provided certain conditions are 
met," the news release reads. "The agreement, 
signed without consent of the affected commun-
ities, appears headed for a rough ride."

The memorandum, which indicates Pond 
Inlet Mayor Joshua Arreak and Iglulik Mayor 
Merlyn Recinos can be contacted for further 
information, states that a teleconference among 
the affected communities "revealed consider-
able discomfort" with the Inuit Certainty Agree-
ment. The other communities in question are 
Arctic Bay, Sanirajak and Clyde River.

RCMP give details  
on fatal shooting

Kinngait
Nunavut RCMP released some details 

pertaining to the shooting death of Attachie 
Ashoona, who was involved in a confrontation 
with a police officer in Kinngait on Feb. 26.

An officer fired a pistol twice, striking 
Ashoona, as Ashoona cornered him in a resi-
dence threatening to kill the officer with a 
raised knife in hand, according to the police.

Ottawa Police Service conducted an 
independent investigation into the actions of the 
officer and found no reason to lay charges.

"This was a difficult situation for the 
Ashoona family, the police officers involved and 
Mr. Ashoona, who lost his life. Our thoughts are 
with the community of Kinngait and all affected 
by this event," said Supt. Amanda Jones, com-
manding officer of Nunavut's RCMP.

Researchers warn of dire  
fate for polar bears

Nunavut
Many polar bear populations could be 

extinct or on the verge of extinction in 80 years 
if greenhouse gases rise at a high rate, a new 
scientific study by six researchers predicted.

Under that scenario, global warming and 
disappearing sea ice would increasingly deprive 
polar bears of food sources, particularly seals, 
and the predators' periods of fasting would 
consequently grow longer and longer until 
unsustainable, the report's authors state.

Some sub-populations could die off sooner 
than others, with bears in the southern Hud-
son Bay and Davis Strait possibly facing their 
demise within two decades if greenhouse gas 
emissions rise rapidly, forecasts the study.

Yet some Inuit hunters were skeptical. Philip 
Putumiraqtuq, chair of Baker Lake Hunters and 
Trappers Organization, said he places greater 
value in Inuit observations and teachings.

"The way they discuss the scientists, what 
they say, I never really go for that. I only follow 
my cultural ways," he said. "My dad, what he 
said before is ‘they'll still stick around.'"

Hunting party quickly  
gets its bowhead

Sanirajak
It only took a Sanirajak hunting party sev-

eral hours to harvest a bowhead as one passed 
nearby the community.

There were four hunting vessels and a couple 
of scouting boats in the small fleet. Close to 25 
people participated in the quest.

A loader helped haul the huge mammal onto 
the beach, where many jubilant residents were 
watching and eager to begin stripping away the 
skin and maktaaq.

"It looked like the whole town (was on shore) 
when we were arriving, a huge crowd," said Abe 
Qammaniq, a member of Sanirajak's bowhead 

committee. "(They were) cheering, screaming ... 
clapping, whistles. It was great!"

Orcas serve as attraction
Panniqtuuq/Pangnirtung

Orcas were spotted at Pangnirtung Fiord in 
early August, said Pangnirtung resident Melinda 
Akulukjuk. 

"They were following a bowhead when we 
first went to see them," said Akulukjuk.

Normally, orcas can be found around Cum-
berland Sound but not inside the Pangnirtung 
Fiord, she said.

She guesses there were about 20 of the 
whales in the fiord.

"I have seen some before while boating but 
not that close," she said, adding,"It was a bit 
scary to get too close."

Governments invest $27 million 
in South Baffin energy project

Qikiqtani
The South Baffin Energy Management 

Project will be receiving about $18.3 million 
through the Low Carbon Economy Leadership 
Fund.

The initiative will help to improve energy 
efficiency and introduce renewable energy in 
45 buildings owned by the GN, he said. These 
buildings are located in the communities of 
Iglulik, Kimmirut, Kinngait, Pangnirtung, 
Sanirajak and Sanikiluaq.

"It is going to cut greenhouse gases. It is 
going to create jobs, and it's a step in the right 
direction in terms of environmental sustainabil-
ity," Northern Affairs Minister Dan Vandal said 
of the project.

The GN's Department of Community and 
Government Services is contributing $8.6 mil-
lion toward the project. 

The department is providing support with 
retrofits such as implementation of solar pan-
els, applying mechanical and control system 
upgrades, upgrading lighting to LEDs, and 
helping with the installation of water-saving 
fixtures.

Smaller communities lament missing  
out on long-term care centres

Nunavut
The Government of Nunavut revealed that it plans to build 

a 24-bed continuing care centre in Cambridge Bay to serve the 
Kitikmeot region despite Kugluktuk's years of planning for such 
a facility.

"We are tremendously disappointed about going through the 
lengthy processes without getting a favourable decision," said 
Kugluktuk Mayor David Nivingalok.

"It was just unfortunate with the risks that were associated 
with having a facility away from a regional hub for the level of 
care that we're trying to provide to help accelerate Nunavummiut 
repatriation back to the territory for care," said Hickes, explaining 
they were following "experts' guidelines."

Other requests for Elders facilities subsequently came in from 
Kinngait, Baker Lake and Pond Inlet, but none gained any traction.

Push for residential school monument
Igluligaarjuk/Chesterfield Inlet

Residential school survivors Piita Irniq and Jack Anawak hope 
Chesterfield Inlet will serve as the national historic site for Inuit 
survivors of residential school.

According to Irniq, Sir Joseph Bernier Federal Day School in 
Chesterfield Inlet was the first residential school established in 
Nunavut/Northwest Territories; beginning in 1950.

Irniq, who was born in an iglu in Naujaarjuat, attended the 
residential school from 1958 to 1963.

"As much as I always said that we were kidnapped, we were 
abducted by the Roman Catholic Church and the Government of 
Canada to go to the residential school... it also produced a lot of 
Inuit leadership of all the people that went to residential school," 
said Irniq.

Community's first ambulance arrives
Mittimatalik/Pond Inlet

A sealift shipment delivered over $2-million worth of goods and 
materials to Pond Inlet, including the community's first ambulance.

David Stockley, Pond Inlet's chief administrative officer 
(CAO), managed to get the emergency vehicle through a donation. 
If purchased, it would have cost $160,000, explained Stockley.

"All we had to pay for was the shipping. We were extremely lucky," 
Stockley said, noting the ambulance is in "beautiful condition."

August ᐋᒡᒌᓯ

September ᓯᑎᐱᕆ

around Nunavut  ᓄkᓄNKusi2020 in review  2020-ᒥ ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ

photo courtesy of Richard Amarualik

Triumphant hunters in Sanirajak stand atop the 41.5-foot bowhead whale 
that they harvested on Aug. 1.  

ᖁᕕᐊᑦᑐᑦ ᐊᖑᓇᓱᒃᑎᑦ ᓴᓂᕋᔭᖕᒥ 41.5-ᐃᓯᒐᓪᓗᐊᓂ ᑕᑭᓂᓕᖕᒥ ᐊᕐᕕᐅᑉ ᖄᖓᓂ ᓇᖏᖅᑐᑦ 
ᑐᖁᓚᐅᖅᑕᖓᓐᓂ ᐋᒍᔅᑎ 1–ᒥ.

ᖃᑦᑎᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᖓᔪᖅᑳᖓ ᔮᓕ ᐃᓄᒍ ᒪᑐᐃᖅᓯᕗᖅ 
ᒥᑦᑎᒪᑕᓕᐅᑉ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᖓᓂ ᐋᓐᓂᖅᑐᖃᖅᐸᑦ ᐊᐃᒃᓯᕈᑎᒥᒃ 
ᓄᓇᓯᐅᒻᒥ, ᑎᑭᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ ᐅᒥᐊᕐᔪᐊᒃᑯᑦ ᐋᒍᔅᑎ 28–ᒥ.

Fire Chief Jollie 
enoogoo opens 
Pond Inlet's first 
ambulance, which 
arrived by sealift 
on Aug. 28. 
Norman Koonoo photo courtesy of Hamlet of Pond Inlet 

Please see Qaqqaq, page  11
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Progress made on port and road project
Kitikmeot

A trade and transportation corridor stretching from the Arc-
tic coast to Yellowknife is closer to reality, according to Stanley 
Anablak, president of the Kitikmeot Inuit Association (KitIA).

Recent federal funding announcements – $21.6 million to get 
the Kitikmeot Grays Bay road and port project shovel-ready and 
$30 million for the Government of the Northwest Territories' 
proposed connecting Slave Geological Province Access Road 
project – have given new pertinence to the projects, Anablak 
wrote in a report tabled during Nunavut Tunngavik Incorpor-
ated's annual general meeting in October.

"These two funding announcements significantly advance 
the long-term vision that (KitIA) shares with the (GNWT)," 
Anablak stated. "Given that over two days in August, the federal 
government made a combined investment of over $50 million in 
this corridor, I believe that they are taking this vision seriously."

Tributes pour in for the  
late David Aglukark Sr.

Arviat
Arviat's David Aglukark Sr., a 2012 recipient of the Queen 

Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee Medal and an assistant chief 
negotiator of the Nunavut Agreement, was mourned.

Land claims organization Nunavut Tunngavik Incorporated 
said Aglukark Sr. "championed Inuit rights since the 1970s." 
He's credited with being particularly instrumental in drafting 
the wildlife section of the Nunavut Agreement – Article 5.

Actor and Canada Goose aid Arctic Bay
Ikpiarjuk/Arctic Bay

Students at Inuujaq School in Arctic Bay will be bundled up 
and warm this winter thanks to a donation of winter gear from 
Canada Goose and actor Ryan Reynolds.

The company teamed up with the Vancouver-born star to 
send more than 300 jackets and other clothing items to all the 
students at the community's school after he reached out to them.

"It came to my attention students at Inuujaq School in Arctic 
Bay were going without adequate winter clothing," Reynolds 
stated in an Oct. 6 Canada Goose press release. "Of course, it 
highlights a larger issue of basic needs going unmet in Canada's 
Northern communities. 

"I reached out to Canada Goose to match me in providing 
these students with essential winter gear. They not only said yes 
in under 30 seconds but went so far above and beyond matching 
me. I'm deeply inspired and grateful."

Transitional housing program launches
Iqaluit

The Uquutaq Transitional Housing project, the first non-
profit affordable housing project and transitional housing pro-
gram in Nunavut, officially opened its doors in Iqaluit on Oct. 
22.

"Every Canadian deserves a safe and affordable place to call 
home. It is with great pleasure that our government, through 
the National Housing Strategy, is supporting initiatives like 
Uquutaq Transitional Housing, so that collectively, we are bet-
ter able to assist vulnerable populations of all races, age, gender 
and community, in finding the support they need," said federal 
minister Ahmed Hussen.

The transitional housing programming will be operated by 
the Uquutaq Society, a non-profit organization with a mandate 
to help shelter men who are experiencing homelessness.

Netser removed from cabinet
Nunavut

A controversial social media post cost Aivilik MLA Patterk 
Netser his cabinet portfolios.

A majority of MLAs voted to oust Netser from cabinet after 
he wrote on his Facebook page – and later apologized for – his 
thoughts on the high rate of abortions within the Black com-
munity.  

Pangnirtung MLA Margaret Nakashuk was later chosen to 
replace Netser in cabinet. 

NTI documents 'deplorable'  
infrastructure gap

Nunavut
The "deplorable" state of Nunavut's infrastructure was docu-

mented in a new 205-page report by Nunavut Tunngavik Incor-
porated (NTI), and that research will be used to make advances 
in negotiations with the federal and territorial governments, says 
NTI's president.

"Significant and quantifiable" disparities exist between 
Nunavut and the rest of Canada in all 18 of the priority areas 

measured, according to the report's findings.
The document states that "attention, investment and action" 

are needed to close the gap in areas such as housing, broadband 
internet, health care, power, drinking water, roads, and ports 
and harbours. The purpose of NTI's analysis is to measure the 
size of the infrastructure gaps to help define the level of invest-
ment required.

Mayor makes plea  
for more housing

Taloyoak
Taloyoak has high demand for housing and can see no way 

to meet demand through either the private or public sectors, 
Mayor Chuck Pizzo-Lyall stated in a letter that was tabled in the 
legislative assembly on Oct. 22.

There were 107 people on a waiting list for housing out of a 
total population of 1,100 in Taloyoak, according to the mayor.

"The chronic unemployment, depressed wages and meagre 
social assistance that our people cope with on a daily basis guar-
antee that there is not enough rental revenue available to interest 
the private sector in building housing units locally," Pizzo-Lyall 
wrote. "And it is apparent that (Nunavut Housing Corporation) 
is incapable of meeting our needs through public housing. 

October ᐅᑐᐱᕆ

NNSL file photo

kUglUktUk seArch And rescUe gets An UpgrAde
Kugluktuk Search and Rescue launched their newest addition "The Coppermine" on Sept. 14 at 6 p.m. in 
rough waters while winds gusted to 40 km per hour. The vessel and a new building to house it were purchased 
with Canadian Coast Guard Auxiliary funds. All Nunavut communities are expected to purchase boats and 
buildings for storage through Canadian Coast Guard funding in the coming years.

ᖁᕐᓗᖅᑑᒥ ᐸᖅᓴᐃᔩᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓴᐳᔾᔨᔩᑦ ᓴᖅᑭᑎᑦᑎᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᓄᑖᖑᓛᖑᔪᒥ ᐱᖁᑎᑖᖓᓐᓂ "The Coppermine" ᓯᑎᐱᕆ 
14–ᒥ 6 ᐅᓐᓄᒃᑯᑦ ᒪᓪᓕᖅᑐᒥ ᐊᓄᕆᓪᓗᓂ 40 ᑭᓛᒥᑐᒥ ᐃᑲᕐᕋᒥ. ᐅᒥᐊᖅ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓄᑖᖅ ᐃᒡᓗᕐᔪᐊᖅ ᐃᓂᒋᓂᐊᖅᑕᖓᓂ 
ᓂᐅᕕᖅᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᑲᓇᑕᐅᑉ ᐃᒪᖓᓐᓂᒃ ᒥᐊᓂᖅᓯᔨᓂ ᖄᒃᑲᓐᓂᐊᒍᑦ ᐃᑲᔪᕈᑎᒃᓴᓂ ᑮᓇᐅᔭᖃᖅᑎᑕᐅᓂᖏᓐᓂ. ᑕᒪᒃᑭᑦ 
ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᓄᓇᓕᐅᔪᑦ ᓂᕆᐅᒋᔭᐅᕗᑦ ᓂᐅᕕᕐᓂᐊᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᐅᒥᐊᓂᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᒡᓗᕐᔪᐊᓂ ᐃᓂᒋᓂᐊᖅᑕᖓᓂ ᐅᕘᓇ ᑲᓇᑕᐅᑉ 
ᐃᒪᖓᓐᓂᒃ ᒥᐊᓂᖅᓯᔨᓂ ᑮᓇᐅᔭᖃᖅᑎᑕᐅᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᑎᑭᑉᐸᓪᓕᐊᔪᓂ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᓂᑦ.

Qaqqaq disheartened after  
tour of 'mould boxes'

Kitikmeot/Kivalliq
Upon concluding a housing tour in the Kitikmeot and Kivalliq 

regions, Nunavut MP Mumilaaq Qaqqaq said she hadn't decided 
whether she'd run in the next election. She said she was working 
on a report on Nunavut's "housing crisis" to submit to the Liberal 
government.

"There are a lot of reports. There's a lot of statistics and a 
lot of numbers, but that's exactly what it is. It doesn't put the 
human aspect and real experiences on paper," Qaqqaq said. "It's 
not all sunshine and rainbows. This is not a fun job. It's not fun 
to continuously be trying to justify why our lives as Inuit matter 
just as much as anyone else's ... The entirety of the Canadian 
federal system was built to work against Indigenous peoples and 
continues to do so ... I don't think as Inuit, we can start to adjust 
things like violence, abuse, death, suicide until we start adjusting 
the housing crisis."

In late October, word came that Qaqqaq would take at least 
two months off work to deal with unspecified health issues. 

Peter Tapatai named to Order of Nunavut
Qamanittuaq/Baker Lake

Veteran Baker Lake businessman and Super Shamou creator 
Peter Tapatai was selected as the 2020 recipient of the Order of 
Nunavut. Tapatai started Peter's Expediting, which has been serv-
ing the Kivalliq region since 1998. He's also well known for his 
contributions to the Inuit Broadcasting Corporation, including the 
iconic fictional character Super Shamou.

"I was very, very honoured to be offered this and I said OK as 
calmly as I could," Tapatai said.

Please see November/ᓄᕕᐱᕆ, page  12
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Ottawa provides  
more Covid funding

Nunavut
The first cases of Covid-19 in the territory 

were confirmed in Sanikiluaq Nov. 6 and 9. By 
Nov. 13 cases were confimed in Rankin Inlet 
and Arviat, putting the Kivalliq under lockdown 
as a precaution. As cases of Covid-19 continued 
to rise in the region the Government of Canada 
announced $19.4 million in immediate funding 
to assist Nunavut.

Since the onset of the pandemic, the federal 
government stated that it has provided a total of 
$105 million in Covid-19 support to Nunavut 
communities. The latest funding was to be used 
for food and social supports, municipal services 
such as water truck delivery, security and non-
medical personal protective equipment to keep 
people safe. The Government of Nunavut, Inuit 
communities and Inuit organizations were to 
distribute the aid.

Body cameras rolled out
Iqaluit

RCMP officers in Iqaluit began wearing 
body cameras as part of a pilot project.

"It is critically important for Nunavummiut 
to feel protected and respected by the police in 
order to enhance trust between the RCMP and 
the communities in Nunavut," stated a news 
release from the police force.

Officers may turn the camera on during calls 
for service, including mental health calls, inter-
actions with people in crisis, crimes in progress, 
for investigations, public disorder, they may also 
turn the camera on when they interact with the 

public, but not in every situation, the Mounties 
stated. 
Judge wants stronger sentences 

for gendered violence
Nunavut

Judges need more leeway to impose harsher 
sentences in cases of gender-based violence and 
Parliament should re-examine the issue, says 
a seasoned Nunavut judge and former Crown 
prosecutor.

Justice Paul Bychok expressed his frustra-
tion in a decision released in November after he 
was forced to impose a "lenient" sentence on a 
Kugluktuk man convicted of twice assaulting 
his girlfriend. 

"Inuit women, and all Nunavummiut, deserve 
a justice system that meaningfully addresses 
gendered violence. It is troubling that our courts 
have not been given the tools, including fuller 
judicial sentencing discretion, to do so," Bychok 
wrote. "There is a need and a role for Parliament 
to reopen debate on this vitally important aspect 
of our criminal justice system."

New face of the $5 bill?
Kinngait/Canada

The late Pitseolak Ashoona, a renowned Nuna-
vut artist and mother to 17 children, is among 
eight finalists to appear on a redesign of the 
Canadian $5 bill, and her descendants are thrilled.

"It would mean the world to me," Pitseolak's 
great-granddaughter Mary Ashoona wrote of the 
potential honour. "She had told my grandfather 
Kiugak, who raised me, that her artwork will live 
on even when she is long gone. I remember her 

2020 in review  2020-ᒥ ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ
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photos courtesy Pirurvik Preschool

leArning throUgh plAy
Leah Kippomee teaches two preschool students Inuktitut syllabics at the Pirur-
vik Preschool in Pond Inlet. She was honoured with a Prime Minister's Award for 
Early Childhood Education in November.

ᓕᐊ ᑭᐳᒥ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᕗᖅ ᒪᕐᕉᖕᓂ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕆᐊᓚᐅᙱᓐᓂᖓᓐᓂ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑎᓂᑦ 
ᐃᓄᒃᑎᑐᑦ ᑎᑎᕋᐅᓯᖏᓐᓂ ᐱᕈᕐᕕᒃ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕆᐊᓚᐅᙱᓐᓂᖓᓐᓂ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖓᓂ 
ᒥᑦᑎᒪᑕᓕᖕᒥ. ᐅᐱᒋᔭᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᐊᖓᔪᖅᑳᕐᔪᐊᑉ ᓵᓚᖃᐅᓯᐊᖓᓐᓂ ᐱᒋᐊᓕᓵᖅᑐᓄᑦ 
ᓱᕈᓯᕐᓄᑦ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᓄᕕᐱᕆᒥ.

Please see Accolades, page 13
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Ten years of sobriety for Tootoo
Kangiqliniq/Rankin Inlet

Former NHL player Jordin Tootoo celebrated 10 years of 
sobriety in December.

"Living up North is hard with the substance abuse, domes-
tic violence, dysfunction in the households and all that," said 
Tootoo. "I don't go around preaching to people because, to me, 
it's each to their own. "I try to lead by example for our people 
and our Indigenous communities ... The first two years of sobri-
ety was probably the toughest experience of my life ... Ultim-
ately it was the land that kept me grounded. When you go out 
on the land nothing else matters. You're living in that moment."

Fibre-optic internet proposal
Nunavut

CanArctic Inuit Networks revealed details of its endeavour 
to run a 2,104 km, sub-sea fibre optic cable from Clarenville, 
Nfld. to Iqaluit by late 2022.

The capital cost of the backbone between Clarenville and 
Iqaluit is pegged at $107 million, according to the company. 
There will be no requirement for the Government of Nunavut 
to provide capital investment in this project, a company news 
release stated.

Future phases of the initiative could extend the network – to 
be known as SednaLink – to other parts of the Qikiqtani, Kival-
liq, Hudson Strait and Nunavik.

Home of RCMP member fired upon
Kangiqtugaapik/Clyde River

A Clyde River man is facing numerous charges following an 
incident where an RCMP residence, occupied at the time, was 
fired upon with a rifle.

The episode began around 8:30 a.m. when Clyde River 
RCMP responded to a call that an intoxicated man had allegedly 
physically assaulted an individual. The suspect is accused of 
proceeding to the nearby RCMP commander's home and shoot-
ing two rounds through the front window.

The police officer's wife and several children were inside the 
residence. No injuries were sustained.

Canada says no to Hope Bay sale
Kitikmeot

The Canadian government refused to approve the sale of 
TMAC Resources and its Hope Bay gold mine to Shandong 

Gold Mining, a Chinese state-owned company, after conducting 
a national security review. 

Shandong had offered $230 million to purchase TMAC in 
May, which was later accepted by TMAC shareholders, but the 
Kitikmeot Inuit Association never endorsed the deal.

Jason Neal, president and CEO of TMAC, stated, "While 
we are disappointed with the outcome, we are very pleased that 
TMAC achieved significant operation improvements at Hope 
Bay. We will continue to build on these improvements while 
considering options to manage our balance sheet."

Baffin political division debate reopens
Qikiqtani

The Qikiqtani Inuit Association's Dec. 14 election for vice-
president raised a thorny issue that has been simmering for 
years: the prospect of North Baffin communities forming their 
own regional Inuit association. Jerry Natanine, Clyde River 
mayor and close runner-up for the office of QIA vice-president, 
once again made it publicly known that he's in favour of a split.

"Thirteen communities under one organization is too many. 
A lot of the communities feel left out and not represented," 
Natanine wrote on Facebook on Dec. 2, reiterating comments 
he made in 2016. "With fewer communities, it would be easier 
to do good works for our communities. To be at QIA board is 
kind of overwhelming in that the land is so vast and so many 
communities to serve."

Vaccine obtained for most Nunavummiut
Nunavut

Nunavut Premier Joe Savikataaq announced that the ter-
ritory would receive enough doses of the Moderna vaccine to 
vaccinate 75 percent of Nunavummiut over the age of 18.

He hopes this happens within the first quarter of 2021. While 
a vaccine by Pfizer was approved sooner, it's impractical for 
Nunavut, according to the territory's chief public health officer, 
Dr. Michael Patterson.

"The Pfizer vaccines storage and transport requirements 
such as a cold-chain storage requirement of -80 C and it's 
sensitivity to transport do not make it an appropriate choice for 
Nunavut," he explained.

With a storage temperature of -20 C, the Moderna vaccine 
fits much better for the territory's needs as a whole, Patterson 
added.

RCMP officer avoids charges
Kinngait

A Kinngait RCMP officer did not break the law even though 

he struck an intoxicated resident with the door of a pickup 
truck while the vehicle was in motion and knocked the man to 
the ground, according to an investigation by the Ottawa Police 
Service.

The Ottawa Police investigators determined that "the vehicle 
did not intentionally strike the community member with the 
vehicle door – whereas the vehicle came to a sliding stop on a 
snow and ice-covered track, the driver's front tire went off the 
track, the vehicle dipped forward and the opened driver's door 
swung forward and struck the community member.

2020 in review  2020-ᒥ ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ
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photo courtesy of Thomas Levi

SPeCIAl delIvery
Marcus Kigutaq, left, takes a picture with the old-
est person in Arctic Bay, Qappik Attagutsiak, soon 
after delivering a fruit basket to her donated by 
Arctic Fresh. 

ᒫᑭᔅ ᑭᒍᑦᑕᖅ, ᓴᐅᒥᖕᒥ, ᐊᔾᔨᓕᐅᖅᓯᕗᖅ 
ᐃᓐᓇᐅᓛᖑᔪᒥ ᐃᓄᖕᒥ ᐃᒃᐱᐊᕐᔪᖕᒥ, ᖄᐱᒃ ᐊᑕᒍᑦᓯᐊᖅ, 
ᐊᒡᔭᖅᓯᕝᕕᐅᓚᐅᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᓰᕐᓇᖅᑐᓂ ᐱᕈᖅᑐᕕᓂᕐᓂ 
ᑐᓂᔭᐅᔪᓂ Arctic Fresh–ᑯᓐᓂ. 

very well because she gave me so much love."
Pitseolak was born on Nottingham Island, southwest of 

Kinngait, in 1904. She took up residence in the community in the 
1960s. She became a member of the Royal Canadian Academy in 
1974 and she was awarded the Order of Canada in 1977. Before 
her death in 1983, the self-taught artist produced close to 9,000 
drawings, according to Dorset Fine Arts.

Accolades for musician Joey Nowyuk
Panniqtuuq/Pangnirtung

Pangnirtung's Joey Nowyuk took the first place spot for Best 
Music Video for Novice Artists at the Indigenous Music Awards 
(IMA), putting the small hamlet on the map all across the country.

The award was for the song Nalligigakku (Because I Love 
Her), and it was shot on location in Pangnirtung. Featuring both 
Inuktitut and English lyrics, the song is the first release off of 
Nowyuk's debut album, Tumitit (Your Footsteps).

"People come up to me and say they really enjoy the song and 
the video and that they're proud it was recorded in Pang," said 
Nowyuk.

Senator aims to help Nunavut businesses
Nunavut

Many Nunavut businesses are "on life support" because of the 
Covid-19 pandemic, according to Senator Dennis Patterson, who 
was armed with feedback from a survey he conducted. He planned 
to use the data to make recommendations to the federal govern-
ment on how to provide further aid to the territorial economy.

"There is a high degree of concern on the part of businesses 
about their futures," said Patterson. "It reinforces a perception 
I've had now since the start of the pandemic that many Nunavut 
businesses are really struggling. There are still significant gaps in 
federal support to Northern businesses."

Covid cases spike in Arviat
Arviat

The number of Arviat residents infected with active Covid-19 
jumped to 115. Another 19 people had contracted the virus in 
Whale Cove and 19 had also tested positive in Rankin Inlet. 

Chief public health officer Dr. Michael Patterson acknow-
ledged that overcrowded housing was a major factor in the 
contagion. A two-week lockdown was imposed across Nunavut, 
limiting social interaction, prior to the worst of the spike in cases. 

A steady reduction in infections later ensued, and the final 
days of 2020 saw less than 10 active cases remaining in Arviat. 

While more than 250 Nunavummiut have recovered from the 
coronavirus, two perished as a result of its effects: one resident of 
Arviat and one from Rankin Inlet.

NNSL file photo

FAShIonABle FAmIly
Some of the Kitikmeot's most skilled seamstresses is this family from Kugluktuk and Uluhaktok. Here is, 
from left, Kate Kanayok Inuktalik, her daughter Susie Evyagotailak, grand-daughter Doreen Evyagotailak, 
and son-in-law Joe Allen Evyagotailak at a fashion show in Inuvik. The style of parkas are also Alaskan Inupiat 
style of coats and footwear.

ᐊᑕᐅᓯᐅᔪᖅ ᕿᑎᕐᒥᐅᓂ ᐊᔪᙱᓛᖑᔪᓂ ᒥᖅᓱᖅᑎᐅᔪᓂ ᐅᕙᓂ ᐃᓚᒌᖑᔪᓂ ᖁᕐᓗᖅᑑᒥ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐅᓗᕼᐊᒃᑐᕐᒥ. ᐅᓇ 
ᐅᖓᓯᒃᑐᒥ ᑕᓕᖅᐱᐅᔪᒥ: ᑲᐃᑦ ᑲᓇᔪᖅ ᐃᓄᒃᑕᓕᒃ, ᐸᓂᖓ ᓲᓯ ᐃᕝᔭᒍᑕᐃᓚᒃ, ᐃᕐᙵᑕᖓ ᑐᐊᕇᓐ ᐃᕝᔭᒍᑕᐃᓚᒃ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᓂᖓᐅᖓ ᔫ ᐋᓕᓐ ᐃᕝᔭᒍᑕᐃᓚᒃ ᐊᓐᓄᕌᓄᑦ ᑕᑯᒃᓴᐅᑎᑦᑎᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐃᓅᕕᖕᒥ. ᐅᓇ ᓴᓇᓯᒪᓂᐅᔪᖅ ᖁᓕᑦᑕᐅᔭᓂᑦ ᐊᓛᔅᑲᒥ 
ᐃᓄᐱᐊᑦ ᖃᓄᐃᑦᑑᓂᐅᕗᖅ ᔭᐸᓂᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᑲᒥᖕᓂᑦ.
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Softball was one of the few outdoor group activities that was allowed 
by public health guidelines this summer. The 2020 Calm Air Cup mixed-
softball champion Rankin Freaks are, back row from left, Lee Kreelak, 
Donovan Ayaruak, Chad Taipana, Chad Graham, James Merritt, Airo 
King, Seamas Ayaruak and Norman Okalik, and, front row from left, 
Shirley Nakoolak, Tracey Roach, Catherine Ayaruak, Kandace Graham 
and Olivia Tagalik in Rankin Inlet on Aug. 30. 
photo courtesy Kandace Graham 

If this was to be a normal year-in-review for these pages, 
you would see a smorgasbord of events that happened over 
the 12 months that made up The Year of our Lord 2020 A.D. 

You and I and everyone else who were forced to navigate 
the absolute clusterfunk that was The Year Covid-19 Swal-
lowed Us Whole knows that there was no smorgasbord of 
events over the past 12 months. We were lucky to see any-
thing resembling a sporting event considering we had been 
told that we were all going to die ... or at least come close 
to death. If not from Covid-19, I was quietly pulling for the 

Sweet Meteor Of Death.
Since neither happened to 

me, won't you join me for a 
shorter-than-normal voyage 
through the sports landscape 
of 2020:

In January, the Jon Lindell 
Memorial Calm Air Cup took 
place in Arviat with Eskimo 

Point Lumber Supply of the host community coming out on 
top over Rankin Inlet to claim the crown. Preparations con-
tinued for the Arctic Winter Games as teams were finalized 
and rosters submitted.

We all know how that turned out but more on that later.
February saw the speedskaters from Iqaluit head out 

east for the Atlantic Cup in Dieppe, N.B., with four of the 
gang of 13 coming home with medals: Aura Kwon, Miles 
Brewster, William Pothier and Akutaq Williamson Bathory. 
February was also a big month for the territory at the Scot-
ties Tournament of Hearts as they knocked off both North-
ern Ontario and Quebec, marking the first time a team from 
Nunavut had won multiple games at the event and almost 
certainly giving sportswriter Terry Jones a severe case of 
heartburn.

Then came March 7, one week before we were all set to 
leave for Whitehorse.

Yukon's chief medical health officer made the announce-
ment that the 2020 Arctic Winter Games were being can-
celled because of this coronavirus thing that was taking over 
the world. Depending on who you spoke to, it was either the 
right decision or an absolute rush to judgment. Either way, 
no one was going to Whitehorse this year.

That got my gears rolling – what else is going to be can-
celled? Little did I know.

Pretty much every other sporting event scheduled for 
2020 had either been postponed or cancelled. North Amer-
ican Indigenous Games postponed, Arctic Winter Games 
would now continue as planned in 2022 (or so we think), no 
Super Soccer, no National Aboriginal Hockey Champion-
ships. Zilch.

And so we waited. And waited. And wondered. And 
hoped. And waited. And lost our minds. And still waited.

There was some good that came from it, though. The Ter-
ence Tootoo Memorial Hockey Tournament was supposed 
to be held in Rankin Inlet but it, too, fell victim to Covid-19. 
The organizing committee, though, turned it into a positive 
when it decided to donate 22 pizzas, made by Chadd Burrill 
at the Slapshot Canteen, to families in the community who 
needed a bit of extra food.

Fishing derbies happened, though distanced, of course. 

But it was better than nothing because up to that point, there 
was nothing. 

So if you were to write the script for 2020, it would go 
something like this: it sucked. We're four days into 2021 
and already, there's a feeling that this will be better. The bar 
has been set really, really, really, really low and now that 
we have an approved vaccine, things can get back to normal 
eventually. That's what we were promised.

It means that athletes may get to travel again ... at least to 
Yellowknife for school sports events. It means we'll be able 
to get back into gyms and arenas as we used to and not have 
to worry about counting heads. It means communities can 
once again enjoy being active as opposed to spending time 
reading pages like this talk about how Covid-19 has turned 
the world upside down.

So let's all rejoice at the fact that it's no longer 2020. And 
let's all rejoice that the Sweet Meteor Of Death can hold off 
for another year.

It's 2021 now and it's already 
looking better than 2020

Four members of the 
speedskating squad 
that made the trip 
to the Atlantic Cup in 
Dieppe, N.B., in Febru-
ary came home with 
medals. They are, from 
left, Aura Kwon, Miles 
Brewster, Akutaq Wil-
liamson-Bathory and 
William Pothier.

photo courtesy of Nunavut Speed Skating 
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Sports & recreation

ᑎᓴᒪᐅᔪᓂ ᐃᓚᒋᔭᐅᔪᓂ ᓱᒃᑲᔪᒥ ᓯᐊᕐᕆᔮᖅᑎᐅᔪᓂ ᐱᙳᐊᖅᑎᓂᑦ ᐊᐅᓪᓛᓚᐅᖅᑐᓄᑦ ᐊᑦᓛᓐᑎᒃ ᐃᕐᙳᓯᖓᓄᑦ ᑏᑉ, ᓅ 
ᐳᕋᓐᔅᐅᐃᒃᒧᑦ, ᑕᖅᑭᐅᑉ ᐱᒋᐊᕐᓂᐸᓗᐊᓂ ᐊᖏᕐᕋᐅᔾᔨᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᐅᔭᒥᖕᓂᑦ. ᐅᑯᐊᖑᕗᑦ, ᓴᐅᒥᖕᒥ, ᐅᐊᕋ ᑯᐊᓐ, ᒪᐃᔪᓪᔅ ᐳᕉᔅᑐᕐ, ᐊᑯᑕᖅ 
ᐅᐃᓕᐊᒻᓴᓐ–ᐹᑐᕆ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐅᐃᓕᐊᒻ ᐴᑦᑎᐊᐃ.

2020 ᑳᒻ ᐃᐊᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᓇᐅᓕᒑᒡᒎᑎᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᓵᓚᒃᓴᖅᑐᑦ ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ Freaks-ᑯᑦ 
ᐅᑯᐊᖑᔪᑦ, ᑐᓄᐊᓂ ᓴᐅᒥᖅᖠᕐᒥ, ᓖ ᕿᓚᒃ, ᑕᓂᕙᓐ ᐊᔭᕈᐊᖅ, ᓵᑦ ᑕᐃᐸᓈᖅ, ᓵᑦ 
ᒍᕆᐊᒻ, ᔭᐃᒪᓯ ᒥᐅᕆᑦ, ᐊᐃᕈ ᑭᖕ, ᓯᒪᔅ ᐊᔭᕈᐊᖅ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓄᐊᒪᓐ ᐅᑲᓕᖅ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᓯᕗᓂᐊᓂ ᓴᐅᒥᖅᖠᕐᒥ, ᓱᕐᓕ ᓇᑯᓛᖅ, ᑐᕆᓯ ᕈᑦᔅ, ᑲᑦᑐᓕᒃ ᐊᔭᕈᐊᖅ, ᑳᓐᑎᔅ ᒍᕆᐊᒻ 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐅᓕᕕᐊ ᑕᕐᕋᓕᒃ ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ ᐊᒐᓯ 30-ᒥ.

froM the front:
Top, from left: Elder Elijah Panipakoocho shared his knowledge during the annual Simirlik Bird Festival hosted at Simirlik National Park via radio in Pond Inlet, July 3 
to 10; photo courtesy of Nunavut Parks Canada. The family of Eena Qillaq, clockwise from left, Simionie Akavak, Joshua Akavak and Sandy Akavak created their own 
face masks within one day; photo courtesy of Sheila Enook. As part of an initiative to thank essential workers across the territory, Naya Elverum stands in front of her 
home during a community parade in Pond Inlet; photo courtesy of Shelly Elverum. Middle row, from left: Triumphant hunters in Sanirajak stand atop the 41.5-foot 
bowhead whale that they harvested on Aug. 1; photo courtesy of Richard Amarualik. From the left is then-Health Minister George Hickes, Chief Public Health Officer 
Dr. Michael Patterson, and Premier Joe Savikataaq at the first Covid-19 press conference held in March; NNSL file photo. Bottom row, from left: Inuit Community 
Support Worker graduating class, from left, Jonathan Gear, Ulaaju Peter, Ulayuk Komangapik, Carmen Barrieau, Rosie Simonee, Ricki-Jo Cabot, Darlene Gear-White, 
Alethea Noah, Olooci Taukie and Melinda Shambare celebrate in cap, mask and gown; photo courtesy of Tungasuvvingat Inuit. Kalluk Sanguya, a volunteer packer 
for food distribution in Clyde River, puts together food baskets sponsored by Baffinland. This was one among many donations made to five north Baffin communities 
over the course of the pandemic; photo courtesy of Baffinland Iron Mines.
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