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Chief Public Health Officer Dr. Kami Kandola stands in her office in April with her cape - a gift from an employee. 
She has overseen the GNWT's effort against the spread of the coronavirus in the territory. 

photo courtesy of Brenda Moreau

Fort Simpson resident Brenda Moreau dis-
plays numerous homemade masks that were 
being distributed in her community.

photo courtesy of David McCaughna 

Former Dehcho First Nation Grand Chief Herb Norwe-
gian, participated in the Nahanni River of Forgiveness 
project in 2018, the documentary was released in July. 
Norwegian's storytelling of Dene life in the area was a 
major inspiration for the documentary project. 

NNSL file  photo

Ndlio Chief Ernest Betsina, left, and Dettah Chief Ed Sangris, right, fist bump Michael McLeod, MP for the 
NWT in a Covid-19 safe way of celebrating after the signing by the YKDFN to the Thaidene Nene National Park 
Reserve, Sept. 25. 

photo courtesy of Dorothy Carseen

An excursion organized by the Tlicho government July 28 to 
Aug. 2 brought 29 Gameti community members, including Dil-
lon Mantla, left, and Dolphus Apples, together to restore grave 
markers at an over-200-year-old gravesite.

NNSL file photo

Team NT's Arctic Winter Games figure skating team of 
Brooke Vallis, left, Sarah Campbell, Emily Hazenberg 
and Victoria Hamm model the official walk-out uniform 
that would have been worn had the Games taken 
place March 15.
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Did we get it wrong?
News/North is committed to getting facts and 

names right. With that goes a commitment to 
acknowledge mistakes and run corrections. If you 
spot an error in News/North, call (867) 873-4031 
and ask to speak to an editor, or email editorial@
nnsl.com. We'll get a correction or clarification in as 
soon as we can.

Moderna vax will go to Elders, high priority individuals first

photo courtesy of the Department of Health

Top: Boxes con-
taining 100 doses 
each of the Mod-
erna vaccine are 
now housed in the 
freezer at Stanton 
Territorial Hospi-
tal, Dec. 28. 

News
Briefs

Ice roads open for 
2020/2021 season

NWT
The GNWT Department of Infrastructure 

(INF) announced announced the opening of 
the Sambaa K'e (Trout Lake) winter road, the 
Aklavik ice road, the Mackenzie River ice 
crossing to Wrigley, the Liard River ice cross-
ing to Fort Simpson, the Mackenzie River ice 
crossing to Tulita, and the winter road between 
Tulita and Norman Wells on Dec. 24.

On the same day, INF announced that the 
Dettah ice road is now open for the 2020/2021 
season. 

As of 1 p.m. the 6.5 km road connecting 
Yellowknife and Dettah can support vehicles 
weighing up to 5,000 kg.

The Dettah ice road's Christmas Eve open-
ing is consistent with its 20 year average of 
opening on Dec. 24. The average closing date 
is April 16.

– Natalie Pressman

Over 2,000 pingos mapped in 
Tuktoyaktuk region by scientists

Tuktoyaktuyk
Thousands of pingos previously unknown 

to science have now been mapped by scientists.
As part of the 2020 NWT and Nunavut 

Geoscience Symposium, which was showcased 
online this year due to the Covid-19 pandemic, 
Dr. Stephan Wolfe discussed the results of a 
recent survey using satellite imagery that con-
firmed over 2,350 pingos in a 18,500 square-
kilometre area in the Tuktoyaktuk Peninsula 
Region.

"Pingos are ice-filled permafrost hills," said 
Wolfe in his presentation. "The 48-metre high 
Ibyuk pingo exemplifies the nature of many of 
the conically shaped pingos in the region.

"Many other pingos, however, have much 
lower land-form relief and are not easily iden-
tifiable."

Conducted by Wolfe, Dr. Peter Morse and 
Dr. Pouran Behnia for the Geological Survey 
of Canada, the research was part of efforts to 
update scientific knowledge of pingo geog-
raphy, which was last surveyed by aerial pho-
tography in 1963.

This new study used Arctic Geograph-
ical Information System (ArkGIS) and Google 
Earth, along with Digital Elevation models 
(ArcticDEM) – high resolution elevation maps 
captured by satellites, to develop a more accur-
ate picture.

"In short, we identified more than 900 new 
pingos in the region," said Wolfe.

– Eric Bowling 

Snare Falls hydro 
unit back in service

NWT
The Northwest Territories Power Corpora-

tion (NTPC) announced in a press release Dec. 
24 that the Snare Falls Hydro Unit has returned 
to service. 

The unit was shut down on December 10 
following the discovery of an oil sheen near 
the facility.

The unit has been successfully tested over 
the past several days and is now considered 
back to fully functional, an NTPC spokes-
person stated.

The corporation advised that they have 
replaced oil in the unit with a "high viscosity 
lubricant" to prevent future leaking.  NTPC did 
not indicate the cause of the spill but said they 
would be completing a "detailed inspection" 
during a period of warmer weather and lower 
electricity needs next year. At that point they 
will conduct any necessary repairs, the release 
stated.

– Natalie Pressman

Active cases: 1
Confirmed cases: 24
Recovered cases: 23
Completed tests: 9,470
Negative tests: 9,446
Pending tests: 26

Days since first confirmed case: 283
Days since last confirmed case: 11
Common symptoms: Fever, (60 per cent), muscle 
aches or pain (53 per cent), cough (53 per cent), 
sore throat (33 per cent), diharrhea (13 per cent), 
difficulty breathing (seven per cent)

fact fIle
NwT cOVID-19 SITUATION AS Of Dec. Dec. 28

Source: Office of the Chief Public Health Officer

Scan for the
latest GNWT

Covid-19 statistics

First doses of Covid-19 
vaccine arrives in NWT

The first doses of the Moderna's Covid-
19 vaccine arrived in Yellowknife Dec. 28, 
Health Canada, the Public Health Agency 
of Canada and Health Minister Julie Green 
announced on Twitter.

The doses are intended for distribution to 
remote and Indigenous communities in the 
NWT.

Health Minister Julie Green said that 
7,200 doses are now at Stanton Territorial 
Hospital in Yellowknife.

Immunization of NWT residents will 
begin in 2021, said Department of Health and 
Social Services spokesperson Damien Healy.

"Hiring, communications, and logistics 
are key activities that must be complete 
before immunization can begin to ensure a 
safe, equitable roll-out," he said. "Priority 
residents will start receiving their first dose 
in January 2021."

Enough of the vaccine is expected to 
arrive between January and March to vaccin-
ate 75 per cent of the eligible population aged 
18 years of age and younger.

The Moderna vaccine requires two doses 
given four weeks apart for full immunization 
against coronavirus.

Green said on Dec. 23 that the territory 
anticipated the first shipment of 7,200 doses 
of the vaccine to arrive by the end of Decem-
ber, which would be enough for 3,600 resi-

dents to receive the needed two doses.
She added that the vaccine would initially 

be for people aged 18 and older, though the 
GNWT had stated in a release that Moderna 
was conducting additional studies in children 
12 and older.

Chief Public Health Officer Dr. Kami 
Kandola said on Dec. 22 that the first to 
receive the vaccine would be Elders, people 
with high-risk health conditions, essential 
frontline workers, and Indigenous people in 
remote communities.

Specifics on the GNWT's vaccine dis-
tribution plan would be released in the first 
week of January and would include informa-
tion such as who gets vaccinated, when and in 
which communities, Green said.

by Blair McBride 
Northern News Services

NwT

Left: A worker 
unloads what 
Health Canada 
says is the first 
case of Moderna 
vaccines for Covid-
19.
Health Canada and PHAC/Twitter photo
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January
Child services improving after  

scathing audit: GNWT
NWT

A damning 2018 report from Canada's auditor general found 
problems with child protective services in the NWT had only 
worsened since an audit conducted four years earlier.

Now, the territory's health department says steps have been 
taken to tackle critical issues raised in the review, including serious 
monitoring gaps for children under the territory's care.

According to a quarterly progress report released in December 
2019, of the 70 "action items" identified in the Child and Family 
Services System's Quality Improvement Plan, a three-year strategy 
tabled in August 2019, 23 have been implemented, with 47 object-
ives "on track" to be completed, according to the department.

The plan also addressed recommendations made by Indigenous 
governments, Child and Family Services staff, Foster Family Coali-
tion of the NWT and key stakeholders.

The GNWT invested $3.3 million to add child and family ser-
vices positions to meet the objectives outlined in the improvement 
plan.

New Northern Affairs minister  
Dan Vandal visits NWT

Ottawa/NWT
Federal Northern Affairs Minister Dan Vandal got his first taste 

of the NWT since being named to the cabinet position in November 
2019.

Vandal travelled to Yellowknife in early January as part of a 
Northern tour to meet elected officials in the North, including Pre-
mier Caroline Cochrane, the leadership of the Tlicho government in 
Behchoko, Dene National Chief Norman Yakeleya and representa-
tives of the Northwest Territories Association of Communities.

According to at least one source, Cochrane met with the min-
ister and raised four priorities for the territorial government that 
included climate change, support for early childhood education, 
planning for the polytechnic university and housing – particularly 
in supporting the construction of new units in Northern commun-
ities and promoting the growth of trades.

Vandal admitted there is "a lot of work to" when it comes to 
serving the North and meeting needs, noting infrastructure invest-
ment is hugely needed.

NWT firefighters head to Australia
Hay River

Spencer Porter was waiting in Vancouver to board an 11 p.m. 
red-eye flight bound for Australia to help in the battle against that 
country's largest wildfire on record.

Porter is one of four NWT firefighters who took flights recently 
to battle the blazes that have consumed millions of hectares in Aus-
tralia. On a 30-day deployment, they assisted aviation and planning 
efforts alongside the 24 other Canadians involved in the effort.

Environment and Natural Resources Minister Shane Thompson 
said he was proud that "we're able to send quality staff in time of 
need of other people. I think it's great to hear and great to see."

Coronavirus worries spread  
despite claims of low risk by government

NWT
Many Northerners were concerned about coronavirus spreading 

to the territory even though the territorial government has said the 
risk of spread is low. 

Of particular concern is the capacity of the territory's largest 
hospital, Stanton Territorial Hospital in Yellowknife, to handle a 
large number of patients in case the virus reaches the NWT. 

In January there were no confirmed cases of coronavirus in 
Canada and the risk of an outbreak was low, according to Health 
Canada.

The government has warned Canadians to avoid non-essential 
travel to China's central province of Hubei and its capital Wuhan, 
where it is believed coronavirus originated in a seafood market. 

"Right now we're in the planning stage and raising public aware-
ness. We wouldn't go from no cases on Monday to having 500 cases 
a week later," chief public health officer Kami Kandola said. 

83 per cent of NWT inmates are Indigenous
Despite making up only five per cent of Canada's population, 

Indigenous people serving federal sentences now represent more 
than 30 per cent of the overall prison population – a historic high 
that has renewed calls for fundamental changes to the country's 
correctional system.

The increasing over-representation of Indigenous people in pris-

ons across Canada is outlined in a report released last week by the 
Office of the Correctional Investigator.

While the overall number of federal inmates – those serving 
custodial sentences of two or more years – has dropped in recent 
years, the proportion of Indigenous people behind bars continues 
to climb.

The number of Indigenous federal inmates has soared by 43.4 
per cent since 2010, while the prison population of non-Indigenous 
individuals has declined by almost 14 per cent over the same period.

NNSL file photo

Let the sun shine
Larsen Nasogaluak shouts out and holds a pose 
during a drum dance to cap off the evening festiv-
ities of the Inuvik Sunrise Festival opening cere-
monies Jan. 3.

A decade ends: 2020 in the NWT

Please see February, page 5

2020 Year in Review
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February
Opposition mounts to  

Alberta oil-sands scheme
NWT

The proposed $20.5 billion Teck Resources oil sands pro-
ject in northern Alberta faced opposition from NWT Indigen-
ous groups over concerns of downstream pollution.

The Frontier scheme would, at its peak activity, mine about 
260,000 barrels per day of bitumen from an area south of 
Fort Chipewyan, and west of the Athabasca River. Fourteen 
First Nation and Metis communities in northern Alberta have 
signed benefits agreements with Teck over the project.

"The Peace and the Athabasca flow into the Slave (River) 
and into Great Slave Lake, and flows into the MacKenzie River 
and eventually into the Arctic Ocean. We're the gatekeepers of 
the water," said Gerry Cheezie, chief of Smith's Landing First 
Nation, at a press conference Jan. 14 in Yellowknife.

The NWT Métis Nation and the K'atlodeeche First Nation 
(near Hay River) share Cheezie's frustration that their concerns 
over the oilsands project are going unheard.

Teck spokesperson Chris Stannell told News/North in 
a Jan. 31 email that his employer spent more than 10 years 
conducting consultations, including with all 14 First Nations 
within the project area.

Report finds government misreported 
graduation rates by nearly 30 per cent

NWT
Attempts to address NWT's lagging education system have 

all fallen short, according to a critical new Auditor General's 
report.

"We found shortfalls in the department's actions in every 
area of the education system that we audited," Glen Wheeler, 
audit principal, told reporters in Yellowknife on Feb. 6.

The report found most Indigenous students across the terri-
tory didn't graduate high school over the past decade and that 
the government was misreporting its graduation rates by nearly 
30 per cent. 

Indigenous graduates are below 50 per cent in Yellowknife 
and regional centres and less than 40 per cent in smaller com-
munities. 

Graduation rates among non-indigenous students are nearly 
80 per cent in Yellowknife and above 60 per cent in regional 
centres and smaller communities.

The report further noted a spike in dropout rates and 
repeated years starting in Grade 10. 

According to the Auditor General's office, this is critical 
because the department stated that three-quarters of available 
jobs in NWT over the next 15 years will require post-second-
ary education, extensive work experience, seniority, or some 
combination of the three.

Northwest Territories pays  
most for electricity: report

NWT
Northwest Territories residents are paying the most for elec-

tricity in Canada, according to an Energy Hub report released 
on Feb. 14. According to the report, residents pay about $387 
per month, assuming an average monthly usage of 1,000 kWh. 

That contributes to the high cost of living in the territory, 
say researchers.

"High energy prices, in general, is almost a social issue," 
said Rylan Urban, founder of the sustainable energy group 
Energy Hub. "If electricity prices are cheaper, you have so 
much more access to electricity that you can use for your busi-
ness, or increasing the quality of your life."

Doug Prendergast, spokesperson for the Northwest Ter-
ritories Power Corporation explained most NWT communities 
rely on small-scale and non-integrated power systems, mean-
ing they aren't connected to a central grid.

He pointed to a strategic plan the NTPC is finalizing that 
aims "to reduce the gap between electricity rates in the NWT 

and the Canadian national average." 
Proposed measures include cutting greenhouse gas emis-

sions from power generation in diesel-reliant communities by 
an average of 25 per cent by 2030.

LKDFN puts moratorium on  
harvesting from Bathurst herd

Lutsel K'e
Waning numbers of Bathurst Caribou have prompted Lutsel 

K'e Dene First Nation to take its own action to protect the herd.
The first nation approved a moratorium on harvesting the 

herd Feb 4. Chief Darryl Marlowe hopes the Nation's Caribou 
Stewardship will help sustain the herd, betting that the popula-
tion can rebound and return to a healthy level.

"It's something, we feel as a community, that we can't sit 
back and let this happen," said Marlowe. "As Lutsel K'e Dene, 
we do call ourselves the Caribou People, we lived among the 
caribou for thousands of years. Our way of life is we depend 
on caribou."

The Bathurst herd has declined by 96 per cent since the 
1980s.

NNSL file photo

Reach foR the seaL
Byron Kotokak, originally from Tuktoyaktuk, per-
forms the one-hand reach on day two of Arctic 
Winter Games trials at East Three School Jan. 24.

NNSL file photo  

the unifoRms that aLmost weRe 
Team NT's Arctic Winter Games figure skating team of Brooke Vallis, left, 
Sarah Campbell, Emily Hazenberg and Victoria Hamm model the official 
walk-out uniform that the team would have worn during the opening cere-
mony in Whitehorse on March 15. The uniform was officially unveiled at the 
Sport North office in Yellowknife on Feb. 13.

stanLey,  
meet sahtu 

Donavan Mackeinzo, 
left, Sayoue Bayha, 
Isaac Sewi and Clay 
Highfield met the 
Stanley Cup in Deline.
photo courtesy of Doug Cooper

Please see March, page 6

2020 Year in Review
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March
Sanction premier on  
college firing: MLA

NWT
Simmering tension between Premier Caro-

line Cochrane and Monfwi MLA Jackson Laf-
ferty boiled over Feb. 27 as both political rivals 
argued the other had overstepped their bounds.

Lafferty alleged in the legislative assembly 
that the premier broke the law when she fired 
Tom Weegar as president of Aurora College 
earlier this month – a power he argues rests 
only with Education, Culture and Employment 
Minister RJ Simpson.

Without an apology forthcoming, he urged 
that Cochrane face sanctions. Cabinet minis-
ters, meanwhile, called on Lafferty to with-
draw and apologize for his allegations.

Weegar served in two roles: one as Aurora 
College president, and another as associate 
deputy minister of post-secondary education 
renewal. Lafferty, citing a non-binding legal 
opinion from Yellowknife firm Lawson Lun-
dell, alleged that Cochrane could only fire 
Weegar as an associate deputy minister. That 
opinion also argues that only Simpson could 
fire the college president, meaning Cochrane 
went over his head in dismissing him. 

Cochrane later flat-out refused to apologize 

for the firing, which Lafferty characterized as 
overstepping her authority.

Health officer closes 
NWT border

NWT
Most travel into the Northwest Territories 

will be stopped under a public health order that 
could have come into effect as early as March 
21. A statement from the GNWT indicated the 
chief public health officer, Dr. Kami Kandola, 
has the authority under the Public Health Act 
to compel peace officers to enforce the travel 
order, which prohibits entry by non-residents 
"by air, land and port." 

Individuals found to disobey the order could 
be fined up to $10,000 or face up to six months 
in jail on first offence. The order was issued in 
response to the spread of Covid-19. Residents 
returning to the territory would have to self-
isolate in one of the regional hubs: Yellow-
knife, Hay River, Fort Smith or Inuvik.

Schools shuttered in case of 
Covid-19 outbreak

NWT
The territory's chief public health officer 

can make the call to close schools if a corona-
virus outbreak occurs in the NWT.

"I have powers under the Public Health Act 
to direct that. But we're not near that point yet, 

we're just increasing our surveillance," Kami 
Kandola told News/North on March 6.

In case of disease outbreaks, the Public 
Health Act of the NWT empowers the chief 
public health officer to "restrict access to prem-
ises described in the order by a person who is 
not immunized against the disease," which can 
include any public facilities.

As of mid-March there were a total of 47 
confirmed cases of the virus in Canada: 22 
in Ontario, 21 in B.C, three in Quebec and 
one in Alberta, according to the Public Health 
Agency of Canada (PHAC).

On March 16 schools across the territory 
were closed to students and staff, and remote 
learning was initiated until the end of the 
school year.

North will get special attention 
on Covid-19, PM tells premier

NWT
The territorial government ended a trans-

formative week that saw Covid-19 spread 

globally with a press conference involving 
senior government leaders and health profes-
sionals, providing an update at the Great Hall 
of the NWT Legislative Assembly. 

Led by Premier Caroline Cochrane, Fri-
day's conference included Diane Archie, then-
minister of Health and Social Services, Dr. 
Kami Kandola, chief public health officer, Ivan 
Russell, manager of emergency operations with 
the Department of Municipal and Commun-
ity Affairs, and Kim Riles, chief operating 
officer with Stanton Territorial Hospital in 
Yellowknife. Cochrane stated that after a first 
ministers' conference call Friday morning, she 
is calling for a North-specific response from 
the federal government to prepare for whatever 
eventual impact Covid-19 has on Northern 
communities.

A news release stating that there were zero 
cases of Covid-19 while 80 people have been 
tested was also issued March 13. 

photo courtesy of Town of Hay River

cabinet visits the hub 
Premier Caroline Cochrane and her cabinet recently met with representatives 
of the Town of Hay River. Those at the Feb. 18 meeting in Hay River included, 
left to right, Deputy Mayor Robert Bouchard; Municipal and Community Affairs 
Minister Paulie Chinna; Education, Culture and Employment Minister R.J. 
Simpson, who is also the MLA for Hay River North; Justice Minister Caroline 
Wawzonek; Environment and Natural Resources Minister Shane Thompson; 
Mayor Kandis Jameson; Coun. Brian Willows; Premier Cochrane; Coun. Keith 
Dohey; then-Health and Social Services Minister Diane Archie; Coun. Emily 
Chambers; Judy Goucher, the senior administrative officer with the Town of 
Hay River; and Great Slave MLA Katrina Nokleby, who was stripped of her 
portfolios in August.

Please see April, page 7

2020 Year in Review
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April
Fort Res rocked by Covid case 

Deninu Kue/Fort Resolution
Paul Boucher was worried about his two daughters and 

six grandchildren living in Fort Resolution – the South Slave 
community he grew up in. On April 2, Deninu Kue First 
Nation chief Louis Balsillie, frustrated and concerned, took 
to Facebook to reveal a startling claim: Covid-19 had reached 
the hamlet. 

The case was one of two announced by chief public health 
officer Kami Kandola on the evening of April 1, although she 
didn't reveal the case was in Fort Resolution as per GNWT 
policy not to reveal the location of Covid-19 cases when found 
in small communities.

The other Covid-19 case confirmed by NWT health offi-
cials during the same news release was in Yellowknife – the 

city's second. That person recovered in self-isolation at home, 
following a trip to Europe. There were four confirmed cases of 
Covid-19 in the NWT at the time.

In whisper-quiet Whati, Elders  
miss mass, encourage prayer

Whati
The community of Whati, about 165 kilometres northwest 

of Yellowknife, has become a quieter place as most residents 
stay home during the Covid-19 pandemic. 

"I drive around now and I hardly see anyone out walking," 
Chief Alfonz Nitsiza said. 

Offices and public places in the Tlicho community of about 
500 people are closed except for the local store and health cen-
tre, which has reduced its hours. 

"Especially hearing from the Elders when there's no church 
service in the community on Sundays. It's hard for them to take 
that because the Elders pray a lot. On Fridays we used to gath-
er for rosary prayers in the evening. That's not happening. That 
really says a lot about the seriousness of what's happening."

Dominion Diamond granted  
protection from creditors

NWT
Dominion Diamond Mines, operator of the Ekati diamond 

mine and a minority owner of Diavik, has been granted credit-
or protection, leaving many in the NWT worried about jobs in 
an economy already ravaged by Covid-19.

 On April 22, the heavily indebted mining company cited 
the pandemic as being a primary reason for having to fend off 

insolvency. Ekati had been on care and maintenance status 
since March 19. 

Dominion stated that it cannot generate sufficient revenue 
to support ongoing financial obligations because, despite its 
strong diamond inventory, sorting houses and diamond mar-
kets are closed. 

The diamond miner, owned by the U.S.-based Washington 
Companies, indicated that it's considering a financing proposal 
from its parent company that would get it through the creditor 
process. Pending court approval, it would entail a possible sale 
of assets to an affiliate of the Washington Companies and bid-
ding procedures for competing offers to an asset sale.

Liquor restrictions rolled out
NWT

Dene Nation National Chief Norman Yakeleya thanked 
Premier Caroline Cochrane after the GNWT announced liquor 
restrictions.

The territorial government issued a news release stating 
that, effective April 16, individuals will be limited to a daily 
maximum purchase of $200 of alcohol products across the ter-
ritory. Customers are also limited to no more than six 375 ml 
containers of spirits per day. 

Yakeleya stated that the new provisions were an adequate 
reflection of what the Dene Nation has been seeking. On April 
3, and after two days of meetings, the Dene Nation had sent a 
four-point motion – supported by all 27 chiefs – to the GNWT 
seeking help with the influx of alcohol in their communities 
during the Covid-19 crisis.

moving 
house and 

home 
A shot of a house 
moving project in 
Tuktoyaktuk, moving 
homes away from the 
crumbling coastline 
to more solid ground. 
The hamlet released 
a notice April 1 asking 
residents to stay off a 
specially constructed 
ice road during the 
project.
photo courtesy of Hamlet of Tuktoyaktuk

NNSL file photo 

biRthday paRade 
Kairyssa Jacobs, who turned 11 years of age on 
March 30, waves to Hay River's weekly birthday 
parade on April 3.

Please see May, page 10
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CommeNts aNd views from news/noRth aNd letters to the editor

Editorial & opinions

The year that should not have been
Despite hardships from Covid-19, the North was 

spared greater hardship and soldiered on
2020 has come and gone and near-

ly everyone is likely breathing a sigh of 
relief.

the year began as many others, with 
flocks of tourists, businesses in full 
swing, mines up and running, with the 
occasional glimpse of emergency hos-
pitals being built rapidly in China due 
to something few had even heard of at 
that point: a novel coronavirus.

we were initially reassured it was 
not going to be a big deal by the world 
health organization, but as research 
progressed it was revealed to be more 
contagious and serious than first 
imagined.

although it took our federal govern-
ment about three months to finally close 
Canada's borders to travel as infections 
began to rise, our territorial health offi-
cials quickly followed suit and closed the 
Nwt's borders to travellers as well as 
implementing a months-long lockdown 
and public health emergency.

as of dec. 22, that health emer-
gency has been extended 20 times.

the move to lock down the territory 
was criticized by many as being too 
heavy-handed and lauded by others 
as an uncomfortable but necessary 
move. in the end, the prudent and fast 
actions of chief public health officer dr. 
Kami Kandola and her office have kept 
us safe. as other provinces and territor-
ies are dealing with ever-rising rates of 

Covid-19 transmission, the Northwest 
territories has remained one of the the 
safest places in the country with as few 
as 24 total cases, as of press dead-
line. that's due to our strict travel and 
isolation protocols and the willingness 
of residents to comply. almost every 
single case coming past our borders 
has been caught and isolated early, a 
reason for everyone to be proud.

during this time of great uncer-
tainty, Northerners adapted. school 
was closed on march 16 and remained 
shuttered until the end of the school 
year. learn-from-home plans were 
soon put in place.  students from 
Yellowknife to inuvik were equipped 
with laptops and turbo-sticks for online 
learning and they persevered despite 
some expected challenges.

Nwt businesses also deserve a 
large shout-out for their resiliency. for 
a lot of business owners, a mandatory 
shutdown might have meant the end 
of road entirely, but thanks to some 
key federal grants and quick thinking, 
many entrepreneurs will soldier on. 
from tourism outlets pivoting to serv-
ing those staying close-to-home, to 

inns and restaurants providing more 
delivery options and online ordering, 
those who adapted to serve their com-
munities' business needs deserve rec-
ognition.

the GNwt also attempted to adapt 
to the ever-changing pandemic land-
scape with the $83-million Covid-19 
Coordinating secretariat, a division of 
the government entirely dedicated the 
pandemic response. 

monfwi mla Jackson lafferty called 
it a taj mahal of government spend-
ing. Ultimately, even after scrutiny, the 
government expansion went ahead, 
though Premier Caroline Cochrane 
admitted communication around the 
move should have been better.

that level of scrutiny is necessary at 
all times in Canadian government, but 
especially so in emergencies. although 
it should not hinder our response, 
checks and balances should always 
be in place. this is a lesson apparently 
forgotten by our current federal govern-
ment, which prorogued parliamentary 
oversight committees while creating 
more debt than any other government 
in our nation's history.

we all, as informed citizens of Can-
ada, should be holding our government 
accountable and should be encour-
aging others to pose questions to polit-
icians about how things are done and 
how our money is spent.
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If this was to be a normal year-in-review for 
these pages, you would see a smorgasbord of 
events that happened over the 12 months that 
made up The Year of our Lord 2020 A.D. 

You and I and everyone else 
who were forced to navigate the 
absolute clusterfunk that was The 
Year Covid-19 Swallowed Us 
Whole knows that there was no 
smorgasbord of events over the 
past 12 months. We were lucky to 
see anything resembling a sport-
ing event considering we had been 
told that we were all going to die ... or at least 
come close to death. If not from Covid-19, I was 
quietly pulling for the Sweet Meteor Of Death.

Since neither happened to me, won't you join 
me for a shorter-than-normal voyage through the 
sports landscape of 2020:

In January, we had Annie King, formerly of 
Yellowknife, don the maple leaf for the Women's 
World U18 Hockey Championship in Slovakia, 
where she and Team Canada ended up with a sil-
ver medal following a 2-1 sudden-death overtime 
loss to the Americans. The NWT's best junior 
curlers hit the road to play in the New Holland 
Canadian Juniors in Langley, B.C., in what would 
be their last bit of national curling for quite some 
time.

The Arctic Winter Games teams were final-
ized in January and we waited until that moment 
when we would fly over to Whitehorse to begin 
the biennial show. We all know how that turned 
out but more on that later.

February saw Team Galusha head back to the 
Scotties Tournament of Hearts and Jamie Koe 

head to the Tim Hortons Brier. February also saw 
the Arctic Winter Games uniforms handed out.

Then came March 7, one week before we were 
all set to leave for Whitehorse.

Yukon's chief medical health officer made 
the announcement that the 2020 
Arctic Winter Games were being 
cancelled because of this corona-
virus thing that was taking over 
the world. Depending on who you 
spoke to, it was either the right 
decision or an absolute rush to 
judgment. 

Either way, no one was going 
to Whitehorse this year.

That got my gears rolling – what else is going 
to be cancelled? Little did I know.

Pretty much every other sporting event sched-
uled for 2020 had either been postponed or can-
celled. North American Indigenous Games post-
poned, Arctic Winter Games would now continue 
as planned in 2022 (or so we think), no NWT 
Track and Field Championships, no Super Soccer, 
no National Aboriginal Hockey Championships. 
Zilch.

And so we waited. And waited. And won-
dered. And hoped. And waited. And lost our 
minds. And still waited.

Some good news appeared on the horizon 
when outdoor sports began getting the go-ahead 
to reopen under strict guidelines. The Yellow-
knife Golf Club opened its doors in mid-May and 
it slowly became the most popular thing to do at 
the time. 

I recall a conversation I had with Cole Mar-
shall, the club's general manager and head pro, 
one afternoon and I asked him how business was. 

He looked up at me and said the following: 
"You wanna book a tee time? We're taking 

bookings for Thursday."
That conversation happened on a Saturday 

afternoon.
The same could be said for the Hay River 

Golf Club, Roads End Golf Club in Inuvik, Seven 
Spruce Golf Club in Fort Simpson and Pelican 
Ridge Golf and Country Club in Fort Smith. 
Yes, it was as popular at all of those clubs as you 
thought it would be.

The Yellowknife Tennis Club opened up 
shortly after that, followed by the Yellowknife 
Fastball League, the first softball league any-
where in Canada to get going in 2020. Fastball 
also made an appearance in Hay River and Fort 
Simpson as both of those communities would get 
some action this year in July thanks to the Hay 
River Invitational Fastpitch Tournament, which 
was held in lieu of the NWT Men's Fastpitch 
Championship. 

Hockey waited with bated breath to hear 
what it would be allowed to do and was given 
the go-ahead to begin running under a gradu-
ated approach. No travel and no tournaments, but 
something is better than nothing ... so I've been 
told.

So if you were to write the script for 2020, it 
would go something like this: it sucked. We're 
four days into 2021 and already, there's a feel-
ing that this will be better. The bar has been set 
really, really, really, really low and now that we 
have an approved vaccine, things can get back to 
normal eventually. That's what we were promised.

So let's all rejoice at the fact that it's no longer 
2020. And let's all rejoice that the Sweet Meteor 
Of Death can hold off for another year.

It's 2021 now and it's already looking better than 2020
Northern News Services

SPORTS 
Talk

with James McCarthy
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May
Final report on Whati crash released

Whati
Flying with inadequate instruments led to the fatal Air Tindi 

crash near Whati in January 2019, the Transportation and Safety 
Board (TSB) of Canada said in a news release. The release is a 
summary of the TSB's investigation into the crash of Jan. 30, 2019 
that killed two flight crew members and destroyed the Beechcraft 
King Air 200 plane. 

The aircraft departed Yellowknife Airport just before 9 a.m. 
and was heading for the Whati Airport, TSB said.

Before departure, the flight crew noticed that the right-side 
attitude indicator wasn't working. That device helps pilots assess 
the aircraft's orientation with the horizon when the ground isn't 
visible. But because they expected it to eventually become opera-
tive during the flight, the crew decided to depart using only the 
left-side attitude indicator. Air Tindi lost contact with the aircraft 
between 9 a.m. and 9:30 a.m. between 24 and 32 kilometres out-
side of Whati, the TSB said after the initial investigation in 2019.

Legislative assembly clerk denies  
quarrel with minister got physical

Somba K'e/Yellowknife
Longtime legislative assembly clerk Tim Mercer is con-

firming he did indeed get into a heated exchange with Lands 
Minister Shane Thompson in the legislative assembly back in 
March but says it did not get physical. 

Two anonymous witnesses told News/North that an irate 
Mercer angrily approached Thompson just before MLAs were to 
gather for a caucus meeting, March 13. 

"I stuck my head out of my office and looked down the hall-
way. And I saw Tim getting into Shane's face, getting closer and 
closer and Shane said 'stop that, don't ever talk to me like that!' 
and stuck his finger out and Tim slapped down his hand," said 
one source. 

"And then Tim gave him a little shove. At that point (Nuna-
kput MLA) Jackie Jacobson ran out of his office and said, 'Let's 

take this inside' and dragged them both into his office and closed 
the door and blinds. Mercer said May 15 that he has not seen an 
allegedly submitted written complaint but insists the argument 
did not turn violent. 

"We had a heated discussion about a matter at the end of a long 
day," Mercer stated in an email. "It ended as quickly as it began 
with mutual apologies." 

Covid-19 checkpoint moved
Enterprise/NWT

The Covid-19 checkpoint on Highway 1 was relocated from 
Enterprise to the NWT/Alberta border May 14. The checkpoint 
had been set up since late March at Enterprise, about 82 km north 
of the border. 

Enterprise is the first NWT community that highway travel-
lers enter when driving from Alberta. 

Speaking on May 13, Ivan Russell, director of public safety 
with the Department of Municipal and Community Affairs 
(MACA), said the move had been under consideration for some 
time. "This is primarily to address concerns that people had in 
wanting to access the area," he said of the region south of Enter-
prise. The checkpoint, which will operate 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week, has been set up in front of the 60th Parallel Visitor 
Information Centre.

Sachs residents struggle with internet
Ikaahuk/Sachs Harbour

Bandwidth limitations have been lifted across the Northwest 
Territories, but in remote communities like Sachs Harbour, many 
residents are saying they don't have the internet hook-up to take 
advantage. 

Instead, many residents told News/North they use their mobile 
phones and the data plans for their internet.

Former Northwestel technician Manny Kudlak said there hasn't 
been a technician in Sachs Harbour for four years and most resi-
dents have given up reporting slow connections and dropped calls. 

He added there was a sense of frustration in the community 
with the southern part of the territory getting a huge boost in 
speed while more remote communities in the North get left in 
the dust.

photo courtesy of Lawrence Norbert

goose is back on the menu
Seven-year-old Payton Inglangasuk of Tsiige-
htchic, already a veteran according to contribu-
tor Lawrence Norbert, brings home her trad-
itionally plucked and singed goose.

Please see June, page 11
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June
Rapid testing arrives in NWT

NWT
Two GeneXpert rapid Covid-19 testing kits are now in use 

at Stanton Territorial Hospital in Yellowknife. Then-Health 
Minister Diane Archie told the Legislative Assembly May 
26 that the hospital now has 40 test cartridges on hand. "The 
GeneXpert test, which is the point of care, this is rapid testing, 
so the turnaround time for those tests is about an hour," Thom 
said. "Right now, we have supplies in for 40 (cartridges) a week 
with that, and we continue to receive weekly supplies."

"The hope is to eventually have enough (cartridges) to run 
all tests rapidly but the majority will still be going to Alberta 
until we have a better supply of those cartridges," Dr. Sarah 
Cook, territorial medical director at the Northwest Territories 
Health and Social Services Authority (NTHSSA) explained.

The priority is on patients and staff in long-term care and 
corrections facilities, homeless shelters, those who are mar-

ginally housed and individuals in group homes and mining 
camps, said Lisa Giovanetto, NTHSSA spokesperson.

Two extricated after motor vehicle accident
Hay River

First responders had to use the jaws of life to get a pair of 
young adults out of a crashed vehicle on June 1. According to 
police, at approximately 4:54 a.m. Hay River RCMP received 
a call about a single motor vehicle collision in the Old Town 
area. The vehicle left the road and hit a power pole and sus-
tained extensive damage. Both occupants of the vehicle were 
unconscious upon arrival of the RCMP. 

"It is very difficult to know that two young adults are fight-
ing for their life right now. It's a difficult time for the commun-
ity and our thoughts are with their families and friends," Sgt. 
Brandon Humbke, Hay River RCMP detachment commander, 
said in a news release. 

The Hay River Fire and Emergency Services attended the 
scene and used jaws-of-life to extract the occupants. Both 
were transported to Hay River Medical Centre and then were 
transferred to Edmonton for further treatment of serious, life-

threatening conditions.

Thaidene Nene recognized  
in global award

Lutsel K'e
Residents of Lutsel K'e will be recognized by the United 

Nations' Equator Prize for creating the protected area of 
Thaidene Nene, an accomplishment that Chief Darryl Marlowe 
says is a benefit to his people and a symbol to the rest of Canada.

"All of this work is from past Elders, past leaders and our 
community and everybody that contributed, leading up to 
this award," Marlowe said. "Finally getting global recognition 
means a lot for people here in Lutsel K'e. It is showing what 
reconciliation can look like with the Crown governments and 
we are showing that it is possible that the government is will-
ing to work with First Nations."

The prize came with $10,000 and the community had not 
yet decided what to do with the money, Marlowe said. He said 
the biggest perk of the award was getting recognized for carry-
ing out the mandate of the community's Elders.

Steven Nitah, chief negotiator in creating the 14,305-square-
km national park reserve in the East Arm of Great Slave Lake, 
said that he's quite proud of the accomplishment.

NNSL file photo

kindness RewaRded
Iziah and Nevaeh Lindsay-Manuel show off their 
new bikes. Nevaeh won a bike after winning the 
draw for the Inuvik RCMP's colouring contest but 
gave it to her brother.

NNSL file photoo

pop the hood
On May 28, Hay River held its first Cruise Night of vintage and unique vehicles, including this 1969 Thunder-
bird owned by Robert Bouchard, one of the organizers of the event.

Please see July, page 12
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July
Bumpy road for NWT truckers

NWT
Since late March when Covid-19 arrived in the NWT, 

Pat Rowe had been required to self isolate three times after 
returning from delivering loads of vehicles into Alberta.

Until the end of June, when the GNWT clarified rules for 
essential service providers, Rowe and his drivers had to undergo 
two weeks of self-isolation each time they returned to the NWT 
from a trip to Alberta, causing the small Fort Simpson company 
to lose four loads.

The GNWT acknowledged that the inconsistent application 
of the rules for supply chain workers across the NWT were the 
result of unclear orders.

"It was never our intent to have resident truckers require self-
isolation when they went for a run. We take responsibility for 
these challenges – and we apologize to those who have not had 
good experiences," said Mike Westwick, spokesperson for the 
Department of Health and Social Services.

Covid changes wildfire response
NWT

Covid-19 is changing the way the GNWT is dealing with the 
wildfire season. 

With additional funding to support operations across the 
NWT, the Department of Environment and Natural Resources 
(ENR) implemented new measures to mitigate Covid-19 risks, 
Richard Olsen, manager of fire operations, said in a June 30 
teleconference.

In the event of an emergency that warranted additional 
resources from outside the territory, the plan was to fly crew 
members into the NWT via chartered flights before staying in 
an isolated camp, away from communities and NWT fire crews, 
said Olsen.

Fewer people flying commercially due to Covid-19 means 
fewer eyes in the sky, so the department brought in a long-term 
detection aircraft.

Olsen said the department usually sees about 17 human-
caused fires in the month of June annually. As of June 30, nine 
had been recorded. A total of 22 fires were recorded as of July 6.

Doctor calls for end to 'harmful' distancing
NWT

Dr. Andrew Kotaska, the NWT Medical Association's 
president, sent a communique to the Department of Health and 
Social Services and Dr. Kami Kandola, the territory's chief 

public health officer, stating that while public health measures 
were "prudent insurance against community spread that might 
have resulted from an imported case," doctors and the public are 
beginning to worry about the harm they are causing.

The letter cited negative effects including: decreased physic-
al and mental health; decreased access to social, emotional 
and mental supports; increased levels of domestic violence and 
substance abuse.

The association's letter followed a joint letter signed by 
several business and tourism organizations last month calling 
the GNWT's response to phase two of Emerging Wisely – the 

document outlining the territorial government's reopening of 
operations – "woefully out of step with the private sector."

"It's important for everyone to understand that across Can-
ada, hundreds of new cases are being reported each day – and 
we are very much connected to these jurisdictions," said Mike 
Westwick, manager of Covid-19 communication response for 
the Department of Health. "That means there is always risk for 
our territory."

photos courtesy of Dennis Nelner

RemembeRing ama
Dennis Nelner is honouring his the memory of his mother Madeline Nelner (inset photo) by converting her 
family home into a long-term care (LTC) facility for Fort Simpson. The project is called Ama's House: Made-
line Nelner LTC Facility, and Nelner hoped to fulfill his mother's wish of offering her home for community 
service. Following a presentation to the region's wellness council and an online survey made available to the 
community, Nelner said "it's been overwhelming support." While he does not yet have a concrete timeline, 
Nelner hopes to honour his mother in opening the LTC facility some time next year.

Please see August, page 13
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August
Minister Katrina Nokleby  

stripped of cabinet portfolios
NWT

In a rarely seen move, Premier Caroline Cochrane has 
relieved the first term MLA of executive duties. According to 
a press release issued Aug. 19, Nokleby will remain a member 
of the executive council, but her appointments as minister of 
Infrastructure and minister of Industry, Tourism and Investment 
(ITI) have been revoked.

On Aug. 26 MLAs voted and removed Nokleby from the 
executive council. The tally came out 16 in favour of removal, 
one abstention, Nunakput MLA Jackie Jacobson, with Nokleby 
the lone opposition.

Citing rude and disrespectful behaviour, the premier added, 
"the minister also openly expressed negative, degrading and 
potentially harmful personal opinions about various public ser-
vants both to the individuals and to others. This put the govern-
ment at legal risk and is also unfair to the staff who are unable 
to defend themselves with an equal amount of power and also 
undermines the morale among the public service."

The premier added that another concern was Nokleby's "fail-
ure to manage her office."

"I'm disappointed that I have been unfairly admonished 
without any due process and based on nothing more than gos-
sip, hearsay, rumours and bruised feelings," Nokleby said in 
her defense. "If this truly had to do with my performance as a 
minister, there are measures that could have been taken well 
before now."

NWT dentists worry about  
oral health in communities

NWT
Dr. Pirjo Friedman, a dentist at Adam's Dental Clinic in 

Yellowknife, has been visiting patients in remote communities 
for many years in her practice, including patients in Lutsel K'e 
for 10 years. Visits happened several times a year for five to 10 
days at a time, depending on the community. Her last trip was 
March 20, in Lutsel K'e when she was recalled to Yellowknife.

"I had two patients I was supposed to see and the nurse in 
charge got the call and told me I had to stop working on them. 
Then I flew back here. I haven't been to any communities since," 
she said.

Patients now have to come to Yellowknife if they want dental 
services. Friedman said most of them come here for emergen-
cies like broken fillings, pain or denture issues. Few come for 
checkups.

"I hope we're able to go back again," she said.
Dental visits to some communities were restored by the 

office of the chief public health officer Dec. 2.

Mystery motorist has NWT drivers spooked
NWT

At least two NWT drivers said they encountered an erratic 
motorist late at night on Highway 3. One woman, who asked to 
not be named, said that she was driving from Yellowknife to 
Fort Simpson with her partner when they passed a truck sitting 
on the side of the road with its headlights on. 

She said as they passed she saw a man with long black hair 
standing on the passenger side of the vehicle on the other side 
of the road. As they drove past, they saw the truck turn around 
to follow them. She said even as they drove fast down the high-
way "he was flying after us." He followed them for about 20 to 
30 minutes, she said, until they eventually lost him around the 
intersection of highways 1 and 3.

"I felt sick to my stomach," she said. "We're not going to be 
driving at night anymore."

When she saw another Facebook post about a similar situa-

tion between Behchoko and Yellowknife, she decided another 
call would add weight to the severity of the situation and put 
pressure on the authorities to look into it. 

RCMP spokesperson Marie York-Condon confirmed the 
police did receive a call on Aug. 10 about "erratic driving" on 
the evening of Aug. 4. She said there's no indication of a pattern 
and that "as there was no description of the vehicle, RCMP were 
unable to follow up." 

CRTC says unlimited internet packages  
are coming to small NWT communities

NWT
Ian Scott, chairperson and CEO of the Canadian Radio-

television and Telecommunications Commission (CRTC) stated 
in an Aug. 12 press release that $72.1 million is to be directed 
at five projects across the North to improve access to high qual-
ity broadband internet service. The projects are expected to 
impact more than 10,000 households in 51 communities around 
the North, and will require infrastructure construction that's 
expected to start in 2021. 

That 51 includes 26 of the NWT's 33 communities. The rest 
are in Northern Manitoba and the Yukon; none are in Nunavut.

Service in the communities of Paulatuk, Ulukhaktok, Sachs 
Harbour, Lutsel K'e, Sambaa K'e, Colville Lake, Gameti and 
Wekweeti will improve to a maximum download speed of 50 
Mbps (megabits per second) and a maximum upload speed of 
10 Mbps with an unlimited data package offered. This project 
will impact 692 households.

The second project will bring the same speeds to 3,643 
households in Aklavik, Behchoko, Deline, Dettah, Enterprise, 
Fort Good Hope, Fort Liard, Fort McPherson, Fort Providence, 
Fort Resolution, Fort Simpson, Jean Marie River, Kakisa, 
Nahanni Butte, Tsiigehtchic, Tuktoyaktuk, Tulita and Wrigley.

According to the Telecom Regulatory Policy, project con-
struction must be completed within three years of the funding 
decision.

Prolonged spills from BC Hydro dams flow 
into Peace River, upstream of NWT border

NWT
BC Hydro has confirmed prolonged water spills from the 

W.A.C Bennett and Peace Canyon dams that are flowing into 
the Peace River. The release, which began July 17 and continued 
until Aug. 18, was a result of higher-than-normal snowmelt and 
rainfall.

As the Slave River and Great Slave Lake in the NWT are 
upstream from B.C. waterways, the two jurisdictions have been 
connected through a trans-boundary water agreement since 
2015. This prolonged spill is in addition to a release at W.A.C 
Bennett dam overnight July 12 to 13. While water releases are 
a normal part of hydro activities, a prolonged spill like this one 
has only happened twice before in the last 20 years at the Peace 
region facilities.

GNWT rolling out new driver's  
licence, facial recognition software

NWT
The GNWT announced Aug. 26 that new driver licenses and 

temporary identification cards designs would be implemented 
Sept. 1. Also announced at the technical briefing was the intro-
duction of facial recognition programming software in all DMV 
offices Secure Image Management System (SIMS).

"The new system will implement facial recognition to 
images taken at Driver and Motor Vehicle Offices across the 
Northwest Territories," Sonia Idir, media spokesperson with the 
department, stated in an email. "SIMS captures and collects the 
images required for a driver's licence and a general identifica-
tion card. Facial recognition technology is applied to the col-
lected images to ensure every driver has just one driver's licence 
and one driving record in Canada."

At least five other jurisdictions in Canada provide this ser-

vice, Idir noted.
The GNWT budgeted $4.030 million for the SIMS and facial 

recognition portions of the project. The contract was given to 
the Canadian Bank Note Company.

"The technology will file all the photographs taken after the 
launch in mid-November and existing photographs in the sys-
tem right now will be available through facial recognition – so 
people don't have to go in to get photos retaken to benefit from 
the great security update."

photo courtesy of Daniel Odgers Stedman/Facebook

Roadside RazzLe dazzLe
A video of Daniel Odgers Stedman twirling his stop 
sign while busting dance moves on a stretch of 
Highway 1 near Kakisa went viral on Facebook 
over the long weekend. On the CBC North and Hell 
Yeah Yellowknife Facebook pages combined, the 
video drew more than 695,000 views and hun-
dreds of comments by Aug. 3.
"It just kind of came into my mind. Like, 'how can 
I make people laugh? How can I make the day a 
little bit better?'" Stedman said. "And I was dancing 
out there and I just had hundreds of people record 
me and just told me that it made their day better. 
It just made me not want to stop. So I just kept on 
dancing and trying to make people's day."

Please see September, page 14
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September
GNWT plans Covid-19 Secretariat

NWT
The GNWT on Sept. 3 created the Covid-19 Coordinating 

Secretariat, a centralized body to manage the government's 
response to the pandemic and a possible second wave. The 
secretariat is expected to be in place for up to two years and its 
estimated cost over that time will be at least $50 million, accord-
ing to Sandy Kalgutkar, deputy minister of finance.

The objectives of the secretariat were stated to be to establish 
a clear accountability and responsibility framework; provide 
resources to managing the GNWT's pandemic response while 
retaining resources for managing the government's ongoing 
operations; ensure consideration of health, economic and legal 
impacts in future actions, while maintaining the independence 
of the chief public health officer; and support clear and co-
ordinated communications as they relate to the pandemic.

The secretariat was located within the Department of Health 
and Social Services and led by associate deputy minister Russell 
Neudorf, reporting directly to Cochrane. 

"This is a necessary move and one that I am confident will 
benefit Northwest Territories residents as we continue to adjust 
to the impacts of Covid-19," stated Cochrane.

By Sept. 21 the estimated budget for the secretariat came 
to $86 million, the lion's share going to staff pay and isolation 
centre costs.

Alecus Quitte sentenced to  
78 months for fatal stabbing

Behchoko/Yellowknife
Alecus Quitte was sentenced Sept. 8 to six-and-a-half years 

in prison after a stabbing in Behchoko that left Archie Wedzin 
dead. Wedzin, 59 when he died, was a father and a grandfather. 

On April 7 2019, Quitte and his spouse were at Wedzin's resi-
dence in Behchoko drinking vodka and smoking crack cocaine, 
according to an agreed statement of facts. After a disagreement 
broke out between Quitte and Wedzin, Quitte was asked to leave 
and did. He came back a short while later and was allowed back 
in. When another argument arose, Quitte pulled out a knife and 
stabbed Wedzin twice, once around his collar bone and another 
time beneath his jaw.

With the credit Quitte earned from his time already in cus-
tody, he has just over four-and-a-half years remaining in his 
sentence. 

Man shot by ENR officer calling  
for change to officer training

Liidlii Kue/Fort Simpson
Fort Simpson resident Dennis Nelner heard four gunshots go 

off one evening in September 2019. The last one he felt.
A GNWT Environment and Natural Resources (ENR) offi-

cer was called to respond to a nuisance bear in downtown Fort 
Simpson. One of the bullets he fired at the animal went through 
Nelner's fence, through the wall of his home, ricocheted through 
his kitchen and eventually hit his thigh. Investigations by ENR 
and the RCMP found the officer "took reasonable actions to stop 
an immediate threat," and cleared the officer and the department 
of any wrongdoing.

But Nelner told News/North he believes officers should be 
better trained. He said he knows the officer wasn't there to try to 
hurt anyone, but he worries a similar incident is only a matter of 
time. Nelner grew up hunting. He said he can't make sense of an 
ENR officer firing four shots in an inhabited area where children 
and Elders could be. 

"If you're going to dispatch an animal you go right up and do 
it, don't pump him full of holes," he said.

New school year going 'extremely well' so far
NWT

John MacDonald, assistant deputy minister of the Depart-
ment of Education, Culture and Employment (ECE), said Sept. 
2 that while there is a lot of anxiety around the reopening of 
schools, the government is working to ensure education bod-
ies learn about the Covid safety routines and understand why 
they're important, and that overall their efforts had been going 
"extremely well."

For the most part, students of all ages have been adapting 
well to the new health guidelines and processes, MacDonald 
said, adding many parents have taken time over the summer to 
educate their children about the importance of wearing masks 
and following Covid protocols. 

Chief public health officer Dr. Kami Kandola, who spoke 
alongside MacDonald, said that it was good to see so many back-
to-school posts on social media. "I thank all of you for adapting 
to keep each other safe," she said. "Education authorities have 
worked very hard to take plans and tailor them to schools across 
the territory. Everyone should be proud of this milestone. It's to 
preserve learning and to reduce the risk and anxiety for parents 
going to work."

Plans underway for residential  
school monument in Yellowknife

Somba K'e/Yellowknife
In 2015 the Truth and Reconciliation Commission made 94 

calls to action to redress the legacy of residential schools. Num-
ber 82 on the list deals with publicly accessible and highly visible 
residential school monuments in each provincial and territorial 
capital. The city of Yellowknife and the Yellowknife Dene First 
Nation (YKDFN) have set the wheels in motion to respond to 
that call. As the monument remains in its preliminary stages, 
details of what, where and when remain unknown.

Ernest Betsina, chief of Ndilo, says the monument would 
honour "friends and family that have passed on, as well as those 
that survived and are still dealing with the impacts of residential 
schools.

"It's important that this legacy get recognized and for us to 

have a monument where people can gather and remember," he 
said.

While it can't yet be confirmed, Betsina said they are consid-
ering the old site of Akaitcho Hall as the monument's location.

photo courtesy of Tim Morton

spoRting equipment  
sent to tuLita

After receiving a donation of hockey equipment in 
August, Tim Morton, a Yellowknife Minor Hockey 
Association director of league programs, was con-
tacted by Tulita recreation co-ordinator Matt Cybul-
ski who said he would take extra gear off Morton's 
hands. Morton then reached out to his associa-
tion's Facebook group to ask for any sport gear not 
being used – things like old skates or shoulder 
pads or soccer pads or broomball equipment. The 
response was "fantastic" and "in about two weeks 
(my garage) was full and I got to my limit." said 
Morton. Morton spent a lot of time sorting items 
and organizing it with his son Austin (pictured) 
before sending two pallets worth of gear on to the 
community via Summit Air.
"It is invaluable ... what this means to us," Cybul-
ski  said.  "We are on the forefront of getting our 
recreation programming going. There is not much 
infrastructure so to have this come our way is a 
game changer ... this gives us a leg up."

Please see October, page 15
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October
Northern federal workers  
receive 6.35 per cent raise

NWT
The Public Service Alliance of Canada (PSAC) announced 

this week that it has reached a new three-year collective agree-
ment with the federal government after months of negotiating. 
Retroactive to 2018, employees received an average 2.11 per 
cent raise per year, with a 6.35 raise over the life of the agree-
ment.

The agreement also included compensation for setbacks 
related to the Phoenix pay system. All Treasury Board mem-
bers were set to receive a $2,500 lump-sum payment to com-
pensate for more than four years of hardship from Phoenix.

Bourassa represents 500 Treasury Board employees in the 
North, and nearly 250 federal members in the NWT. Nation-
ally, workers are among 150,000 federal employees across the 
country and 60 per cent of the entire federal public service 
represented by PSAC.

Chamber of Commerce calls Covid  
secretariat 'diversion of resources'

NWT
In an open letter, NWT Chamber of Commerce president 

Jenni Bruce and the Chamber's executive director Renee 
Comeau cited some government initiatives, such as the Covid-
19 Coordinating Secretariat, as a diversion of resources from 
a business community that is suffering from pandemic disrup-
tions.

Bruce understands that the pandemic has affected the 
assembly's momentum, but she feels the government hasn't 
stuck to its pledges to the extent the business community had 
hoped for.

"On behalf of the chamber, we don't feel like there's been a 
lot of attention paid to the business community and its challen-
ges," she said. "We haven't seen any real movement on any of 
the infrastructure projects like the Slave Geological Province 
or the Taltson Hydroelectric Project. We haven't seen anything 
or heard anything on them moving forward, whereas (there 
was) so much conversation on them during the election," said 
Bruce.

In the letter, Bruce said the secretariat "will further 
increase their expenses" and lead to rises in costs of living and 
in the small business tax rate.

The biggest challenge the Business Advisory Council has 
faced in its work is communicating with the government. It 
reports to the GNWT through ITI, so if it wants to speak with 
someone from the Health department, the ITI minister has to 

co-ordinate that and then go back to the council. 
"It is improving every week, but it has definitely been a bit 

of a roadblock for us," Bruce said.

Tlicho project envisions culturally  
appropriate health care in the North

NWT
Hotıì ts'eeda, which translates into Working Together for 

Good Health in the Tłıicho dialect, is helping bring a Northern 
perspective to a national research program.

The idea is to directly involve patients in the development 
of a community-based approach to health policy, to make 
positive changes, to bridge gaps in health policy and to make a 
culturally safe health-care system.

The Canadian Institutes of Health Research Strategy for 
Patient Oriented Research (SPOR) and its Support for People 
and Patient-Oriented Research and Trials (SUPPORT) posted 
their first publication they worked on together in a special 
issue of Northern Public Affairs in partnership with Hotıì 
ts'eeda.

"This special issue is a direct reflection of Hotıìt s'eeda 
mission and approach," said John B. Zoe, the chairperson for 
Hotıì ts'eeda. 

"It not only highlights important health research taking 
place in the NWT, it also shows what respectful research 
partnerships that create spaces for Indigenous control and 
decision-making can look like."

This distinct structure for the SPOR SUPPORT Units with-
in the NWT serves as a culturally safe way to engage patients 
with the input of Indigenous knowledge.

Covid test times continue to drop  
with new rapid testing devices

NWT
As of Sept. 8, turnaround time for Covid-19 testing was 

now at less than 36 hours, said chief public health officer Kami 
Kandola, an advance enabled by the use of the GeneXpert 
and BioFire rapid testing devices, which allowed NWT health 
authorities to process results in-house. Two Diasora Simplexa 
devices, which can provide results in less than 24 hours, were 
installed at Stanton Territorial Hospital.

"What happens next hinges on our collective choices and 
behaviour. We have succeeded before. We came together as a 
territory to push back Covid-19. We demonstrated our collect-
ive will and resilience while others struggled," Kandola said.

The prospect of reducing the self-isolation time to a period 
of less than two weeks would depend on the progress of the 
pandemic, Kandola explained. The situation with Covid could 
change quickly and if the risk profile is significantly reduced, 
the two-week period would be reconsidered.

"We'll see how the second wave levels off," she said.

NTPC reports more than  
$2 million in overdue accounts

NWT
The Northwest Territories Power Cor-poration (NTPC) 

announced Oct. 21 it would resume collecting bill payments 
from NWT residents following months of suspended activities 
due to the Covid-19 pandemic.

NTPC explained that those activities, which include dis-
connections and use of load-limiting devices on overdue 
accounts, will proceed as of Nov. 9.

On March 16, the NTPC suspended collection activities 
across the territory. "As part of NTPC's regular review of ser-
vice offerings, an assessment has been done on the measures 
that were brought in to provide immediate relief in the early 
days of the Covid-19 pandemic," stated Doug Prendergast, 
manager of communications. 

The NTPC reported having more than $2 million in over-
due accounts in the release and therefore "must take into 
account both the needs of customers as well as the financial 
situation of NTPC."

Appalled at the reversal of policy, Nunakput MLA Jackie 
Jacobson said in the legislature Oct. 29 "the GNWT has to step 
up and end this inhumane practice of using power limiters."

NNSL file photo

honouRing  
the chiLdRen

Joe Tambour, an elder with K'atlodeeche First 
Nation, performs a drum song on Sept. 30 — 
Orange Shirt Day — at a gathering to remember 
the children of St. Peter's Mission School, which 
operated on what is now the Hay River Reserve 
until 1937.

NNSL file photo

impRoving education
From left, Aurora College president Andy Bevan, Collége Nordique executive director Josée Clermont and 
Dechinta executive director Kelsey Wrightson signed a memorandum of understanding to collaborate 
on improving Northern education for post-secondary students in the North. The three-way partnership 
aims to combine each institution's specialty, in order to improve educational opportunities available to 
students without having to move south. The collaboration allows the facilities to continue offering that 
which makes them distinct, while leveraging the scale of the schools together.

Please see November, page 16
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November
MLA calls for raise  
to minimum wage

NWT
Yellowknife North MLA Rylund Johnson 

wants the GNWT to raise the minimum wage. 
He said a good starting point is $18 an hour, 
since that's the wage the government has already 
been subsidizing for the past six months.

The current minimum wage of $13.46 per 
hour was raised to its present level on April 1, 
2018, up from $12.50 per hour, which was set 
in 2015.

In May, then-Finance Minister Caroline 
Wawzonek announced that the government 
would allocate up to $6.2 million to temporarily 
top up wages for workers earning less than $18 
per hour. The federal government contributed 
$4.7 million.That program was extended in July 
for eight weeks. It was extended again in Octo-
ber, until Feb. 28, 2021.

Alternatives North mem-ber Suzette Mon-
treuil said raising the wage to $18 per hour 
would be good but the organization would still 
say it's not high enough. 

"(The GNWT) has to look at how employ-
ment is a two-way street. They need to look at 
the full picture. The ability to make a wage that 
allows you to offer your family a decent quality 
of life is really important."

NWT and Nunavut Geoscience 
Forum goes virtual (optional)

NWT
The NWT and Nunavut Geoscience Sym-

posium went live Nov. 23, replacing the long-
standing Yellowknife Geoscience Forum, 
which was cancelled in July due to Covid-19.

Hosted by the NWT Geological Survey and 
the NWT and Nunavut Chamber of Mines, 
the symposium featured 42 pre-recorded oral 
presentations and 18 PDF posters that were  
available on the symposium's website at www.
geosympos.ca when it went live on Nov. 23.

Fort Good Hope killer  
sees seven years prison time

Radilih Koe/Fort Good Hope
Colten McNeely was sentenced Nov. 4 to 

seven years in prison after stabbing his friend 
Lloyd Edgi to death in Fort Good Hope three 
years ago. McNeely was originally charged 
with second-degree murder, however, Justice 
Andrew Mahar found him guilty of the lesser 
crime of manslaughter as McNeely's judgement 

was "severely" impaired from alcohol and he 
appeared to be acting in self-defence. 

Mahar told the court that manslaughter is a 
particularly difficult crime to sentence because 
of its broad spectrum of culpability ranging 
from near accident to near murder. This offence 
is at the upper end of that scale, he said.

Mahar told the court he would also rec-
ommend McNeely serve his sentence in the 
Northwest Territories "if at all possible," as he 
considers McNeely to be "a vulnerable inmate."

All NWT communities' water 
plants meeting national standards

NWT
All NWT communities now have water treat-

ment plants with filtration and no more truck-
fill stations are used for drinking water, the 
federal and territorial governments announced 
in a joint news release on Nov. 2.

The milestone was reached on Oct. 5, 2020 
when a new water plant in Wekweeti was 
approved for use.

All of the NWT's 30 water plants are now 
also operated by local residents employed by 
the respective community governments, with 
23 of the plants having certified local operators.

In the past, many NWT communities used 
truck-fill stations with chlorine disinfection 
to provide drinking water, but that process 
couldn't filter water and remove dirt, metals and 
other health-impacting substances.

$6.4 million earmarked for 
oceans protections upgrades

NWT
The federal government revealed Nov. 10 

that it will provide $64 million to 15 projects 
in the Northwest Territories, Nunavut, Nuna-
vik and Nunatsiavut. Funding comes from the 
federal Department of Transportation's Oceans 
Protection Plan.

Part of the money allotted to the NWT 
will go toward replacing a 150-metre pipeline 
that transfers petroleum from barges on the 
Mackenzie River to Tulita as well as upgrading 
equipment for petroleum use.

Norman Wells is also seeing upgrades to 
their dock, built in the 1960s, by replacing 
components, repairing bollards and removing 
excess gravel on the dock's surface.

Paulatuk, Sachs Harbour and Ulukhaktok 
will see repaired moorings to secure barges for 
sealift operations.

MP Michael McLeod said he expects work 
on these projects to begin during next year's 
construction season and that the $6.4 million 
announced this week represents an ongoing 
effort by the federal government to address ser-
ious environment and ocean protection infra-

structure deficits in the North.

Colville Lake in limbo on caribou
Kabami Tue/Colville Lake

David Codzi, president of the Ayoni Keh 
Land Corporation, is one of several Colville 
Lake leaders advocating for community-
governed hunting laws. The Sahtu Renew-
able Resources Board (SRRB) and a desig-
nated panel from Colville Lake are waiting to 
hear back from the GNWT's Department of 
Environment and Natural Resources (ENR) 
about whether the community will manage its 
own caribou harvesting regulations. 

If the SRRB decisions are implemented, 
Codzi said the plan would be "the first of its 
kind." 

A four per cent total allowable harvest was 
established in 2006 when a population sur-
vey showed a decline to an estimated 28,000 
animals in 2006, down from approximately 
110,000 adult caribou in 1992. 

As an integral part of Colville Lake's 
way of life, Codzi said harvesting practices 
have always been based on respect for the 
animals. 

Codzi said hunting regulations would 
likely be "pretty much the same" as under the 
GNWT's management but that the commun-
ity would be asserting its rights and owner-
ship of the land.

"Anyone who comes here to go hunting will 
have to ask us for permission," he said. "They 
have to tell us where they're going so we can see 
that everything is done respectfully."

December
GNWT ILR scholarships hope 

to create more speakers
NWT

The Department of Education, Culture 
and Employment (ECE) has, over the last few 
months, opened applications for the Indigen-
ous Languages Revitalization (ILR) Scholarship 

program and the Mentor-Apprentice Program 
(MAP). ILR offers $5,000 scholarships for up to 
10 students pursuing a post-secondary program 
focused on Indigenous language revitalization.

Monfwi MLA Jackson Lafferty, who regu-
larly speaks in Tłıcho in the legislative assem-
bly, sees the ILR program as a good step 
forward and hopes that it can help foster a new 
generation of speakers who can take over when 
the current cohort of 33 interpreters/translators 
retire, which many will be ready to do in a few 
years.

"It is very important that we have the con-
tinuation of interpretation services, the resource 
pool that we've had over the years since the 
1990s until today, and we don't seem to be pro-
ducing enough language interpreters across the 
NWT," said Lafferty.

Melanie Jewell's art appears on 
millions of Purolator packages

Thebacha/Fort Smith
The art of Fort Smith's Melanie Jewell was 

displayed on Purolator's Holiday Box Collec-
tion, which features the artwork of 13 emerging 
Canadian artists on the 46 million packages the 
company plans to send out this season.

"I was inspired by my home community 
of Fort Smith," said Jewell, whose work has 
included a mural in a waiting area at Stanton 
Territorial Hospital. 

"I wanted the box to tell a love story. The 
background of the box shows the Slave River 
and a landslide. It has three characters in the 
foreground. There is a young Dene couple who 
had a baby and a young man has a gift for the 
new mom.

"On the other side (of the box) there is 
an alternate universe with a whooping crane 
holding its baby and a bison giving a gift. The 
animals are from Wood Buffalo National Park. 

"It's an anthropomorphic universe of animals 
wearing clothes. I was going for something 
whimsical and not overly Christmasy. A winter 
scene that has a wholesome feel to it."

photo courtesy of Julian MacPherson

'next up in the Rap game'
Julian McPherson is a 14-year-old Tulita musician. Following the recent launch 
of his first album, titled Legacy, he wants people to know that he is "next up in 
the rap game." McPherson, who goes by the stage name Lil Macc, said most of 
the youth in Tulita are already streaming his songs. "I like that I can make music 
for people who are going through phases like depression or anxiety," he said.

Please see Internet, page 19

NNSL file photo

deck the gReat haLL
Frederick Blake Jr, Speaker of the legislative assembly, stands beside the  
Christmas tree full of hand-made ornaments in the lobby of the legislature on 
Dec. 9.  Hundreds of those items were made by kindergarten students from 
23 schools across the territory hung from the six-metre tall tree.
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Internet executives urge GNWT 
to allow more competition

NWT
The Standing Committee on Economic 

Development and Environment heard from 
three presidents of NWT internet service 
companies who described a tight business 
environment that favours Northwestel over 
smaller companies.

Lyle Fabian, president of KatloTech Com-
munications, said "we need the CRTC to under-
stand that Indigenous-led projects are the key 
to solving the last-mile digital divide," referring 
to the installation of wiring and infrastructure 
that connects end users with internet networks. 
"(Communities) need to gain better access to 
their own broadband networks. Community 
governments ... would benefit by gaining access 
to a First Nations-owned networks. (Govern-
ment) committees need to look at healthy com-
petition in the North."

Jeff Philipp, president and co-founder of 
SSi Canada, pulled no punches in his presen-
tation to the committee, accusing Northwestel 
of "nakedly crushing" competition in the tele-
communications field of the North.

Philip said he would "love to see requests 
for proposals for the government's internet 
connectivity requirements in communities. If 
you broke it out then people in each commun-
ity could improve their business by having 
that contract."

The third presenter, Tom Zubko, presi-
dent of New North Networks in Inuvik, said 
a major issue with competition in the North 
is that the GNWT hasn't properly supported 
locally-owned businesses to shepherd com-
petition.

Sandy Kalgutkar, deputy minister of 
finance, said affordability of internet servi-
ces will be a priority area when the GNWT 
prepares its comments for a regulatory frame-
work on telecommunications in January.

GNWT announces end to  
some self-isolation coverage

NWT
Beginning Jan. 5, the GNWT will no 

longer be footing the bill for those returning 
from non-essential travel. 

At a press conference Dec. 1 Premier 
Caroline Cochrane clarified the government 
will continue to pay isolation costs for med-
ical travel, medically-advised self-isolation, 
compassionate travel – which includes the 
funeral or serious illness of an immediate 
family member – as well as travel for unfore-
seen or exceptional circumstances that would 
require a resident of the NWT to leave the 
territory.

Travellers returning on or before Jan. 4 
will continue to be covered for their 14 day 
isolation. Those returning on or after Jan. 5 

will be required to make their own accom-
modations. 

"We're not promoting for people to leave 
unless it's essential," Cochrane said. She said 
"we don't have the money" to continue to pay 
all NWT isolation costs and questions "is it 
fair that people are allowed to travel, to go on 
a holiday, and then they come back and they 
get paid from the GNWT."

NWT has weakest outlook 
going into 2021: Conference 

Board of Canada
NWT

The economic outlook for the NWT econ-
omy is forecast to be the weakest among the 
three territories into 2021, according to a 
December report from the Conference Board 
of Canada. The Impact of Covid-19 on Can-
ada's Territorial Economies analyzes mining, 
tourism and construction in the NWT, Nuna-
vut and Yukon and offers a range of scenario-
based forecasts into 2022.

The pandemic has negatively affected 
tourism in all three territories, although the 
large contribution of the public sector to 
gross domestic product (GDP) in the territor-
ies has partly shielded the economies from  
the down-turn in the private sector, the latest 
report states.

Tom Hoefer, executive director of the 
NWT and Nunavut Chamber of Mines, 
acknowledges the report's "bleak" assess-
ment, yet he's optimistic the Covid recovery 
will bring an opportunity to rejuvenate the 
mining sector.

$64.7 million earmarked for 
Northern pandemic response

NWT
A Nov. 30 federal fiscal update revealed 

$64.7 million in direct support for the Covid-
19 response of the Northern territorial gov-
ernments. It's uncertain how much will be 
allocated specifically to the NWT. 

Michael McLeod, Member of Parliament 
for the Northwest Territories pointed to the 
topping up of the Indigenous Community 
Support Fund, which will see $380 million 
of new money assist First Nations, Metis and 
Inuit people. 

There will be a focus on Elders and 
vulnerable community members as well as 
efforts to improve food security and public 
health measures that could help prevent the 
spread of Covid-19. 

It's also uncertain how much of that money 
will go to Northern communities, McLeod 
acknowledged, but he said it amounts to more 
than $1 billion invested in total this year. 

The federal government hasn't provided a 
budget since 2019 as the Covid-19 pandemic 
led to the cancellation of the budget in 2020. 
McLeod said a budget is expected in 2021 
and consultations are taking place now. 

photo courtesy of Tony Bellefontaine

a heLping paw
The village of Fort Simpson donated more than $26,000 to the NWT SPCA 
and has challenged other NWT communities to join them in contributing to 
the non-profit. Coun. Troy Bellefontaine spearheaded the campaign to help the 
animal welfare organization during a tough year. For communities that are able 
to join Fort Simpson, Bellefontaine pointed to community bingos and lemonade 
stands as some of the ways the village has been able to raise money. 

December, from page 16
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