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ᒫᓐᓇᐅᔪᖅ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᑕᓚᕕᓴᒃᑯᑦ ᓴᖅᑭᔮᑦᑎᐊᕈᓐᓇᖅᓯᔪᑦ

Time is right for Inuit TV

photo courtesy of Steve England

"Everyone who got the vaccination that day woke up the next morning."
– Arviat Mayor Joe Savikataaq Jr. is trying to allay fears related to vaccination in his community, page 3.
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All-Inuktitut Uvagut TV launched Jan. 18
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ᐊᒥᓲᔪᑦ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᕈᑕᐅᕙᒃᑐᑦ ᒪᓕᑦᑎᐊᖅᑐᑦ 
ᖃᑉᓗᓈᑦ ᓄᓇᖓᓂᒃ ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᕈᑕᐅᕙᒃᑐᓄᑦ, ᑭᓯᐊᓂ 
ᐅᕙᒍᓪᓕ ᐊᔾᔨᐅᙱᐊᕐᔪᒃᑐᒃᑯᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᕙᒃᑲᑉᑕ ᓯᓚᕗᑦ ᒪᓕᒃᖢᒍ.  
ᑕᐃᔭᐅᔪᓐᓇᖅᑐᖅ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥᐅᑕᐅᓂᕐᒧᑦ.

ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖕᒥ ᖄᖏᖅᓯᒋᐊᖅᖢᓂ ᖃᑉᓗᓈᑦ ᓄᓇᖓᓂᒃ 
ᑕᑯᑉᓗᓂᓗ ᖃᓄᐃᑦᑐᑐᐃᓐᓇᕐᓂᒃ ᐃᖏᕐᕋᔾᔪᑎᓂᒃ ᑐᑭᓕᕇᓕᖕᓂᒡᓗ 
ᐃᑯᒪᓅᖅᑐᓂᒃ, ᐅᔾᔨᕐᓇᖃᑦᑕᖅᑐᖅ ᓇᓕᐊᒃ ᓱᒃᑲᔪᒃᑯᑦ 
ᐃᖏᕐᕋᔭᒍᒪᖃᑦᑕᕐᒪᖔᑕ.

ᐃᓄᒡᓕ ᖃᓂᒋᔮᒎᖅᐸᑦ ᒫᓂ ᐅᓗᔪᒃ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᒡᔪᐊᑉ ᐅᑭᐅᑉ 
ᐃᓗᐊᓂ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᓇᐅᔪᒥ, ᐃᖏᕐᕋᔾᔪᑎᑦ ᓴᓂᓕᕇᒐᔪᖕᒪᑕ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ, 
ᖃᑉᓗᓈᑦ ᓄᓇᖓᓂᑎᑐᑦ, ᓱᒃᑲᔮᕈᑕᐅᔪᒪᔪᑦ ᓇᓗᓇᙱᑦᑎᐊᓲᑦ.

ᐊᒻᒪᓗ, ᐃᖏᕐᕋᔭᒃᑐᖃᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᖃᑉᓗᓈᑦ ᓄᓇᖓᓂᒃ 
ᐃᒡᓗᖃᕐᕕᐅᔪᒃᑯᑦ, ᑕᑯᓐᓇᖃᑦᑕᖅᑐᖅ ᓄᓇᒃᑰᕈᑎᖃᕐᕕᖃᕋᔪᖕᒪᑕ 
ᐃᓗᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᐊᑕᔪᓂᒃ, ᐊᖏᔪᓂᒃ ᒥᑭᔪᓂᒡᓗ, ᓱᕋᖁᓇᒋᑦ 
ᓯᓚᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐃᓂᖃᖅᑎᑦᑎᔪᒪᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓱᖅᑕᐅᔭᕆᐊᓕᖕᓂᒃ 
ᐋᖅᑭᐅᒪᑎᑕᐅᔭᕆᐊᓕᖕᓂᒡᓗ.

ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥᓕ, ᐃᓄᒃ ᐸᓂᖃᕈᓂ ᓯᑕᒪᓕᖃᖅᑐᒥᒃ 
ᑲᒪᒋᔭᐅᑦᑎᐊᕆᐊᓕᖕᒥᒃ – ᐃᓄᒡᓗ ᖃᐅᔨᒪᒍᓂ ᐃᓕᖅᑯᓯᑐᖃᒥᓂᒃ – 
ᐃᒡᓗᕕᒐᓕᐅᕋᔭᖅᑐᖅ ᓯᑕᒪᓕᖕᒧᑦ ᓈᒻᒪᒋᐊᖅᑐᒥᒃ.

ᑕᐃᒪᐃᓕᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᖅ ᑕᒡᕙ ᐊᓐᑎ ᐊᓕᔭᖅ 65-ᓂᒃ ᐅᑭᐅᓕᒃ, 
ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ ᑕᐃᒪᐃᓕᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ ᐱᓇᓱᐊᕈᓯᐅᓵᖅᑐᒥ.

ᐊᓕᔭᖅ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᓇᑉᐸᖅᑎᕆᑦᐊᖅᑐᓘᓚᐅᖅᑐᕉᖅ ᓯᓚ 
ᐅᖁᖅᓯᒋᐊᖅᑳᕋᓂ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐅᖁᖅᓯᒋᐊᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᐃᒡᓗᕕᒐᓕᐊᖓ 
ᐊᐅᒃᐸᓪᓕᐊᓕᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ.

ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᐅᑕᖅᑭᓕᓚᐅᖅᑐᕉᖅ ᐊᐳᑎᑦᑎᐊᕙᐅᓂᐊᖅᑐᒥᒃ ᓯᓚ 
ᓂᒡᓕᕙᓪᓕᐊᓂᐊᕐᓂᖓᓄᑦ ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓱᓕᖅᖢᓂᐅᒡᓗ.

"ᐃᒡᓗᕕᒐᓕᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᖓ ᐸᓂᖕᒪ ᓯᑕᒪᓕᖓ ᐊᓄᕆᒦᖁᓇᒍ," 
ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᐊᓕᔭᖅ.

"ᓲᕐᓗ ᓄᓇᒃᑰᕈᑕᐅᓯᕝᕕᐊᓛᖅ ᓄᖅᑲᖅᑕᕐᕕᒋᔪᓐᓇᖅᑕᖓ 
ᐅᓐᓄᑕᒫᒃᑯᑦ ᓱᕈᖅᑕᐅᖁᓇᒍ ᓯᓚᒧᑦ.

"ᐅᑉᓘᑉ ᓇᑉᐸᐃᓐᓇᖓᓂᒃ ᑲᒪᒋᓇᔭᓚᐅᕋᓗᐊᖅᑕᕋ, ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᓯᓚ 
ᓈᒻᒪᙲᓐᓇᓚᐅᕐᒪᑦ."

ᐊᓕᔭᖅ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᓄᑕᕋᐅᑉᓗᓂ ᓄᓇᒧᙵᐅᖃᑦᑕᓚᐅᕋᒥ 
ᐊᑖᑕᓂᓗ, ᒧᓯᓯ ᐊᓕᔭᖅᓗ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑕᐃᑲᓂ ᐃᓕᑦᑎᓚᐅᕋᒥ ᖃᓄᖅ 
ᑭᑉᓗᐃᓇᔭᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᕕᒐᒃᓴᓂᒃ ᐊᑖᑕᓂ ᑕᐅᑐᖃᑦᑕᖅᖢᒍ.

ᑎᑉᓯᒍᓱᒃᖢᓂ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᐃᖅᑲᐅᒪᔭᒃᑯᑦ 
ᑕᐅᑐᑐᐃᓐᓇᕋᔪᖕᓂᖅᓴᐅᓚᐅᕐᓂᕐᒥᓄᑦ ᐃᑲᔪᕐᓇᓂ.

"ᐅᖃᕈᓐᓇᖅᑐᑎᖃᐃ ᐃᓕᑦᑎᑲᐅᑎᒋᓚᐅᙱᓐᓂᒻᓄᑦ 14-ᓂᒃ 
ᐅᑭᐅᖃᓕᖅᖢᖓ ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᐃᓕᑦᑎᓚᐅᕋᒪ," ᐃᒡᓚᖅᖢᓂ ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ 
ᐅᖃᖅᑐᖅ.

"ᐃᓚᖏᑦ ᐊᖑᑎᖃᑎᒃᑲ ᐅᑭᐅᖃᖅᖢᑎᒃ 12-ᓂᒃ 
ᐃᓕᑦᑎᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᒥᑭᔪᓂᒃ ᐃᒡᓗᕕᒐᓕᐅᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ.  ᑕᐃᒪᐃᓚᐅᕐᒥᔪᖅ 

ᓂᖓᐅᒐ ᑕᐃᕕᑎ ᐅᓗᔪᒃ, 12-ᓂᒃ ᐅᑭᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ 
13-ᓂᒡᓘᕝᕙᑭᐊᖅ ᐱᒋᐅᕋᓱᓕᓵᕋᒥ.

"ᑎᑉᓯᓇᕋᓱᒋᔭᕋ, ᐃᓐᓇᕈᓕᖅᖢᖓ ᐃᓕᑦᑎᑕᐃᓐᓇᓚᐅᕋᒪ 14-ᓂᒃ 
ᐅᑭᐅᖃᖅᖢᖓ."

ᐊᓕᔭᖅ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᐃᓱᒫᓘᑎᖃᖃᑦᑕᕋᒥᒎᖅ ᒪᒃᑯᒃᑐᓂᒃ 
ᖃᕆᑕᐅᔭᒃᑯᑦ ᐱᙳᐊᑐᐃᓐᓇᖅᑐᓂᒃ ᐃᓕᑦᑎᓇᓱᙱᑦᑎᐊᖅᖢᑎᒃ 
ᐃᓕᖅᑯᓯᑐᖃᑎᒍᑦ ᐊᔪᙱᓐᓂᕆᔭᐅᔪᓂᒃ.

ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᐃᓚᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᔪᓐᓇᓚᐅᕋᒥ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖕᒥ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᒍᑎᒃᑯᑦ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓂᖅ–19 
ᓴᖅᑭᑳᓪᓚᒃᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᓄᖅᑲᐅᑕᐅᑳᓪᓚᓚᐅᕐᒪᑦ, ᑕᐃᑉᓱᒪᓂᓵᖅ ᐃᓛᒃ.

"ᓄᑕᕋᕆᔭᖅᐳᑦ ᐅᐃᒻᒪᖅᑰᕐᒪᑕ ᐅᑉᓗᒥ ᓄᑖᑦ ᐅᐃᒪᓵᕈᑏᑦ 
ᓴᖅᑭᑉᐸᓪᓕᐊᓕᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᐊᓚᕈᓐᓇᐃᓪᓕᓯᒪᔭᖏᓐᓂᒃ.

"ᕿᑎᒍᑎᒥᓂᒃ ᓵᙵᙱᒃᑳᖓᒥᒃ ᕿᕕᐊᖓᑐᐃᓐᓇᖃᑦᑕᕐᒪᑕ 
ᐅᖃᓘᑎᒥᓂᒃ ᐊᒥᓱᓂᒃ ᐃᑲᕐᕋᓂᒃ.

"ᐊᒥᓱᑦ, ᐃᕐᓂᕋᑎᑐᑦ, ᐃᓱᒪᖃᑦᑕᕐᒪᑕ ᐃᓕᖅᑯᓯᑐᖃᑎᒍᑦ 
ᐊᔪᙱᓐᓂᕆᔭᐅᔪᑦ ᐃᓐᓇᑐᖃᕐᓄᑦ ᐊᑐᖅᑐᒃᓴᑐᐊᖑᓇᓱᒋᑉᓗᒋᑦ, 
ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᐃᓐᓇᑐᖃᕐᓄᑦ ᑐᕌᖓᑐᐃᓐᓇᙱᑦᑐᑦ.

"ᐅᖃᐅᑏᓐᓇᖃᑦᑕᖅᑕᒃᑲ ᓄᓇᒥ ᓯᓚᑦᑕᐅᙱᑦᑐᒥ 
ᐊᖏᕐᕋᕈᓐᓇᐃᓪᓕᓯᒪᓇᔭᕈᑎᒃ – ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᖃᒧᑕᐅᔭᖏᑦ 
ᓱᖃᒐᔭᖅᐸᑕ – ᐃᒡᓗᕕᒐᓕᐅᕈᓐᓇᕐᓂᖅ ᐃᓅᓕᓴᐅᑎᒋᔪᓐᓇᕋᔭᖅᑕᖓ. 
ᑕᐃᒪᐃᑦᑐᓐᓇᕈᑎᒃ ᐅᕙᑉᑎᑐᑦ ᐃᓐᓇᐅᑎᒋᔪᓐᓇᖅᓯᔪᒫᕐᓂᕋᖅᖢᒋᑦ."

ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ ᐃᓐᓇᑐᖃᕆᔭᐅᔪᖅ ᐸᓂᖓᑕ ᓯᑕᒪᓕᖓᓂᒃ ᐃᓂᖃᕐᕕᓕᐅᖅᑐᖅ

ᓱᖏᐅᑎᓂᖅ ᐃᓕᖅᑯᓯᑐᖃᑎᒍᑦ 
ᐊᔪᙱᓐᓂᕆᔭᐅᔪᓂᒃ ᓯᓚ ᐊᓯᔾᔨᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᑎᓪᓗᒍ

There are many things in the North that 
share a common thread with our southern 
neighbours, we just go about things a little dif-
ferently in our climate. Call it Northern style.

You drive past high schools and post-sec-
ondary schools in the south and you see all 
manner of automobiles and motorcycles bask-
ing in the sun, and it isn't hard to tell the ones 
that have a need for speed.

When one walks past Maani Ulujuk Ilin-
niarvik during most of the school year, a 
number of machines are almost always lined 
up side by side and, just like in the south, the 
ones built for heart-pounding speed are never 
hard to pick out.

And, when one takes a little ride around 
suburbia in the south, one sees all their gar-
ages, big and small, protecting their vehicles 
from the weather and providing a little space 
for minor repairs and regular maintenance.

In the North, if one has a daughter who 
needs a little protection for her ATV – and one 
happens to know his traditional skills – one 
simply builds an iglu big enough to house the 
machine.

And that's exactly what Andy Aliyak, 65, 
did in Rankin Inlet this past week.

Aliyak said everything was going smoothly 
until a two-day warm spell hit and the iglu 
started to cave in.

He said he waited for the good snow when 
the weather turned cold again and fixed it up 
properly.

"I built the iglu to keep my daughter's 
Honda away from the blowing snow," said 
Aliyak.

"It's like a little garage where she can park 
it every night so it's not being battered by the 
weather all the time.

"Normally, it would only have taken me 
about half a day, but the weather didn't co-
operate with me."

Aliyak said as a boy he used to go out on the 

land with his dad, Moses Aliyak, and learned 
how to cut blocks and build an iglu by watch-
ing him.

He chuckles as the memories come flooding 
back, lamenting the fact that for a while he did 
a lot more watching than doing.

"I guess you could say I was a late bloomer 
at 14," he laughs.

"Some of my cousins were only about 
12 when they started making small iglus. It 
was the same for my brother-in-law, David 
Oolooyuk, who was only about 12 or 13 when 

he first started.
"I still think it's a little funny though, being 

a late bloomer at the grand old age of 14."
Aliyak said he worries a little about how 

much time young Inuit spend playing video 
games instead of learning traditional skills.

He said he was able to teach some of them 
through their school programs, and then Covid-
19 came along and that was the end of that, at 
least for the time being.

"I think things have gotten out of hand with 
the kids today and all the technology they just 

can't seem to be without.
"If they're not parked in front of PlaySta-

tion they're staring at their phones for hours 
at a time.

"Many of them, just like my son, think 
traditional skills are just for the old guys, but 
they're not just for the old guys.

"I tell them all the time if they're ever 
caught out on the land in bad weather – or their 
machine breaks down – knowing how to build 
an iglu will save their life. Then, maybe, they 
will grow to be old men too."

Rankin Elder builds iglu garage for daughter's ATV

Adapting traditional 
skills to climate change

A sudden warm spell 
has Andy Aliyak deal-
ing with stubborn 
snow as he builds an 
iglu garage for his 
daughter's ATV this 
past week in Rankin 
Inlet.

photo courtesy of Germain aliyak

ᓂᒡᓕᓇᓗᐊᕈᓐᓃᖅᓯᒪᔪᖅ ᐊᓐᑎ ᐊᓕᔭᖅ ᐊᐳᑎᓕᕆᓇᓱᒃᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᐃᒡᓗᕕᒐᓕᐅᕋᓱᒃᖢᓂ ᐸᓂᖓᑕ ᓯᑕᒪᓕᖓᑕ ᐃᓂᒃᓴᖓᓂᒃ ᐱᓇᓱᐊᕈᓯᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ 
ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ.

by Darrell Greer
 northern news Services

Rankin Inlet
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Arviat first for vaccine

photo courtesy of Steve England

A motorcade was formed to transfer the Moderna vaccine from the airport to the local health centre and 
give people a chance to show their happiness over its arrival in Arviat last week. 

Hamlet offers cash incentive for people  
who agree to get the Moderna vaccine

Did we get it wrong?
Kivalliq News is committed to getting facts and names right. 

With that goes a commitment to acknowledge mistakes and run 
corrections. If you spot an error in Kivalliq News, call (867) 645-
3223 and ask to speak to the editor, or email kivalliqnews@nnsl.
com. We'll get a correction or clarification in as soon as we can.
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The community hit hard-
est by Covid in Nunavut 
started inoculations this past 
week but everything is not 
going according to plan in 
Arviat just yet.

At press time, only slightly 
more than 500 people in the 
community of about 3,000 
had agreed to get the vaccine 
and the hamlet has gone to 
the tried-and-true method in 
the Kivalliq – it's offering a 
chance at big bucks in a lot-
tery draw for everyone who 
gets inoculated.

Arviat Mayor Joe Savika-
taaq Jr. said he was filled with 
joy to see the plane arrive 
with the Moderna vaccine 
this past Wednesday, Jan. 13.

He said a motorcade 
brought the vaccine into town 
from the airport so everyone 
could celebrate its arrival.

"Many people have gone 
on local radio to say how 
happy and thankful they are 
for the arrival of the vaccine," 
said Savikataaq.

"When the first deaths 
were announced in Nunavut 
– one right here in our com-
munity – that brought every-
one back to reality as to what 
could possibly happen here in 
the real world.

"The death we had in 
Arviat was so unfortunate 
but people woke up after that 
to what could happen, even 
though everyone here was 

doing their part in follow-
ing the health directives even 
before we had our first case.

"I never once felt like this 
was going to get away on 
us. I had complete faith in 
our community and our cre-
ator, we were just so unlucky 
that (Covid) was here so long 
spreading in the community 
with no one knowing about 
it."

Savikataaq said he truly 
believes things are going 
to get back to normal soon, 
especially once herd immun-
ity is reached with the vac-
cine.

He equates herd immun-
ity to being a step closer to 
freedom, but, as of press 
time, only about 16.6 percent 
of Arviat's population had 
booked an appointment for 
their vaccination.

Herd immunity usually 
hovers around 60 per cent 
of the population, but it is 
believed in some corners that 
it could be as low as 43 per 
cent for the coronavirus.

"Dr. Patterson was asked 
about that during an Arviat-
specific information session 
and his answer was a little 
over 500 had called in to 
make an appointment," said 
Savikataaq.

"We have been campaign-
ing very hard to mitigate fear 
and the misinformation cir-
culating around social media 
isn't making things any easier.

"This past Wednesday, 
the hamlet got nine Elders 

together to be the first in line 
for the vaccination before the 
community gets it to prove 
there's absolutely nothing 
wrong with getting the vac-
cine because it is absolutely 
safe.

"Everyone who got the 
vaccination that day woke up 
the next morning."

Savikataaq said one 
method the hamlet is using 
to try and beef up the 
number of people getting 
inoculated has been getting 
national attention. He said 
some people see the step 
being taken as a controver-
sial incentive.

"Once everything has 
been completed, we're going 
to draw the names of five 
lucky people who received 

the shot and they're going to 
receive $2,000 each.

"You know, during those 
61 days of Covid here there 
were babies being born and 
there were many grandpar-
ents who couldn't see their 
grandchild due to the restric-
tions.

"Imagine how they felt on 
Jan. 12 when they finally got 
to see them, so I'd like to say 
thank you to the people of 
Arviat for all their sacrifices, 
and I'd like to thank each 
and every one right across 
the country who prayed for 
Arviat during that time."

by Darrell Greer
 northern news Services

Arviat

ᓄᓇᒃᑰᕈᑏᑦ ᒪᓕᒍᑎᔪᑦ ᐊᔾᔭᖅᑐᐃᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᑲᐴᑎᓂᒃ ᒥᑦᑕᕐᕕᖕᒥ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖕᒧᑦ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᐱᕕᒃᓴᖃᕈᓐᓇᖁᑉᓗᒋᑦ ᑕᑯᑎᑦᑎᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᖁᕕᐊᓲᑎᒥᓂᒃ ᑎᑭᓐᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᐊᕐᕕᐊᓄᑦ ᐱᓇᓱᐊᕈᓯᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ.
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active cases: 0
Confirmed cases: 266
Recovered cases: 265
Total persons followed: 5,999
Current persons followed: 328
Completed tests in nunavut: 2,549
Total vaccine doses given: 2,141

Confirmed cases by community

arviat: 222 (221 recovered)

whale Cove: 23 (all recovered)

Rankin inlet: 19 (all recovered)

Sanikiluaq: 2 (all recovered)

Total deaths in nunavut: 1

fact fIle

NuNAvut covID-19  
sItuAtIoN As of JAN. 18

Source: Government of Nunavut Department of Health

The Government of Nuna-
vut (GN) has committed to 
including the deaths of Nuna-
vummiut caused by Covid-19 
from outside of the territory in 
its statistics.

Previously the GN's stance 
on counting the deaths of Nuna-
vummiut in southern Canada, 
was that "it's likely deaths will 
be reported in those jurisdic-
tions" according to Premier 
Joe Savikataaq in past GN 
Covid updates. However the 
province of Manitoba's current 
stance is that deaths "would 
be reported by the jurisdiction  
of residence," according 
to Kailey McCaffrey, pub-
lic affairs specialist at the  
Government of Manitoba in an 
email to Nunavut News.

That tune has changed as 
of Jan. 12 according to the 
chief public health officer 
(CPHO) Dr. Michael Patterson 
as the total number of Nuna-
vummiut will be noted on the 
GN website.

"We need to be very clear 
though, that will include 
people where the death is 
linked to an outbreak in the 
territory and people who 
caught it in the south and 
passed in the south," said Pat-
terson. "Some of those may or 
may not be formally reported 
in the national data set as ori-
ginating in Nunavut or origin-
ating in the south, it will be 
everybody who's identified as 
a Nunavummiut regardless of 
how it was officially reported 
in the statistics."

Five Nunavummiut have 
passed away from Covid-19, 
however only one of those 
deaths took place within 
Nunavut itself, in Arviat. 

"We want to make sure the 
deaths are counted properly so 
that we don't omit any and so 
that they're not counted twice. 
All deaths are regrettable and 
they will be counted," Savika-
taaq said.

– Trevor Wright

Nunavummiut deaths to be  
counted in territorial totals

News in brief
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The Hamlet of Arviat 
arranged to have nine Elders 
be the first in line to receive 
the Moderna vaccine on Jan. 
13 to show everyone in Arviat 
it is safe.

Mayor Joe Savikataaq Jr. 
said every Elder who received 

the vaccination on the first 
day woke up the next mor-
ning.

Savikataaq said he truly 
believes things are going 
to get back to normal soon, 
especially once herd immun-
ity is reached with the vac-
cine.

Elders leading the way

Arviat Mayor Joe Savikataaq Jr., right, was among the first to get his Moderna 
vaccine shot on Jan. 13 to help convince everyone in Arviat that the vaccine 
is safe.

photos courtesy of Steve England

Winnie Malla was one of the nine Elders to be the first to receive the Moderna 
vaccine.

Elder Paul Kablutsiak waits patiently to receive his Moderna vaccine shot in Arviat on Jan. 13.

Former Arviat mayor David Alagalak was among 
the nine Elders volunteering to be the first to 
receive the Moderna vaccine shot in an effort to 
help convince everyone that the vaccine is safe in 
Arviat.

Pelagie Owlijoot was 
one of nine Elders who 
agreed to receive the 
Moderna vaccine first 
this past week in Arviat 
to show everyone else 
in the community the 
vaccine is safe. 

northern news Services

 photo story ᓄphoto stories 

vAccINe
Feature

by Steve England

Arviat
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ᓄᓇᓕᒃ ᐊᒃᑐᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᓂᖅᐹᖑᔪᖅ ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓂᒃᑯᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᒥ 
ᑲᐳᖅᑲᐃᕝᕕᐅᓕᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ ᐱᓇᓱᐊᕈᓯᐅᓵᖅᑐᒥ ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᐸᕐᓇᐅᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᑦ 
ᒪᓕᒍᑎᑦᑎᐊᖅᓯᒪᙱᑦᑐᑦ ᓱᓕ ᐊᕐᕕᐊᓂ.

ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᖅ ᓴᖅᑭᑎᑕᐅᑎᓪᓗᒍ, 500 ᐅᖓᑖᓃᑦᑐᑦ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᒥ ᐃᓄᒋᐊᖕᓂᖃᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ 
ᐊᕐᕕᐊᑦ 3,000 ᖃᓂᒋᔭᖓᓂᒃ ᐊᖏᖅᓯᒪᓕᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ ᑲᐱᔭᐅᓇᔭᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
Hᐊᒻᓚᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᒐᔪᒃᑐᒥᒃ ᑭᕙᓪᓕᕐᒥ ᐊᑐᓕᖅᖢᑎᒃ - ᓴᖅᑭᑎᑦᑎᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᑮᓇᐅᔭᓂᒃ 
ᓵᓚᒃᓴᖅᑕᐅᔪᓐᓇᖅᑐᓂᒃ ᐊᒧᔭᐅᔪᖃᕐᓗᓂ ᐊᑎᕐᓂᒃ ᑲᐱᔭᐅᓯᒪᔪᓂᒃ.

ᒪᐃᔭ ᐊᕐᕕᐊᓂ ᔫ ᓴᕕᑲᑖᖅ ᓄᑲᖅᖠᖅ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᖁᕕᐊᓱᑦᑎᐊᓚᐅᕋᒥᒎᖅ 
ᑎᖕᒥᓲᖅ ᒥᒻᒪᑦ ᑲᐴᓯᔭᖅᖢᓂ ᕿᑎᐊᓂᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ ᔭᓄᐊᕆ 13-ᒥ.

ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᓄᓇᒃᑰᕈᑎᒃᑯᑦ ᑲᐴᑏᑦ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᒧᙵᐅᔾᔭᐅᓚᐅᕐᒪᑕ ᒥᑦᑕᕐᕕᖕᒥ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ 
ᖁᕕᐊᓱᖁᑉᓗᒋᑦ ᑎᑭᓐᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ.

"ᐊᒥᓱᑦ ᓈᓚᐅᑎᒃᑰᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᑎᒃ ᖁᕕᐊᓱᖕᓂᕐᒥᓂᒃ ᖁᔭᓕᓂᕐᒥᓂᒡᓗ 
ᑎᑭᑎᑕᐅᓯᒪᓕᕐᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᑲᐴᑏᑦ," ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᓴᕕᑲᑖᖅ.

"ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᒥ ᑕᐃᔭᐅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᐃᓅᔪᓐᓃᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᒥ – ᐊᑕᐅᓯᖅ ᐊᕐᕕᐊᓂ 
ᓄᓇᖃᖅᑐᖅ - ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᐅᔾᔨᕈᓱᖕᓂᖅᓴᐅᓕᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ ᖃᓄᐃᑦᑐᖃᕈᓐᓇᕐᓂᖓᓄᑦ 
ᓄᓇᒥ.

"ᐃᓅᔪᓐᓃᓚᐅᖅᑐᑯᓗᒃ ᐊᐃᑦᑖᖑᒐᓗᐊᖅ ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᑐᐸᒃᐹᓪᓕᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ 
ᐅᔾᔨᕈᓱᓕᖅᖢᑎᒃ ᖃᓄᐃᑦᑐᖃᕈᓐᓇᕐᓂᖓᓄᑦ, ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᑕᒪᕐᒥᒃ 
ᒪᓕᑦᑎᐊᕋᓱᓚᐅᕋᓗᐊᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᒪᓕᒃᑕᐅᔭᕆᐊᓕᖕᓂᒃ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᙱᑦᑐᓕᕆᓂᒃᑯᑦ 
ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᖅ ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓂᖅᑖᖅᑳᖅᑎᓐᓇᒍᓘᓐᓃᑦ.

"ᐊᑕᐅᓰᕐᓗᖓᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᐃᒃᐱᒍᓱᓚᐅᙱᑦᑐᖓ ᑕᒪᓐᓇ ᐋᖅᑭᖕᓂᐊᕐᓂᖓᓄᑦ 
ᐊᔪᕐᓇᓕᕐᓂᐊᕐᒪᖔᑦ.  ᐅᒃᐱᕈᓱᑦᑎᐊᓚᐅᖅᑐᖓ ᓄᓇᑉᑎᓐᓂᒃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᒎᑎᒥᒃ, 
ᐊᐃᑦᑖᖑᒐᓗᐊᖅ ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓂᖅ ᐊᑯᓂ ᑕᒫᓃᓚᐅᕐᒪᑦ ᓄᓇᑉᑎᓐᓂᒃ ᑕᒫᓃᑦᑐᖅ 
ᖃᐅᔨᒪᔭᐅᓇᓂ."

ᓴᕕᑲᑖᖅ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᐅᒃᐱᕈᓱᑦᑎᐊᖅᑐᕉᖅ ᐃᓅᓯᕆᓚᐅᖅᑕᖏᓐᓄᑦ 
ᐅᑎᕈᓐᓇᕐᓂᐊᕐᒪᑕ ᕿᓚᒻᒥᐅᔪᒃᑯᑦ, ᑲᐴᑎᒃᑯᑦ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖅᑕᐃᓕᒪᔾᔪᑎ ᑎᑭᐅᑎᓯᒪᑦᑎᐊᓕᖅᐸᑦ 
ᐱᓗᐊᖅᑐᒥ.

ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᖅᑖᖅᑕᐃᓕᒪᔾᔪᑎ ᐃᓱᒪᖅᓱᕈᓐᓇᖅᓯᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᖃᓂᓪᓕᕚᓪᓕᕈᑕᐅᓂᐊᕐᒪᑦ, 
ᑭᓯᐊᓂ, ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᖅ ᓴᖅᑭᑎᑕᐅᓂᐊᓕᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ, 16.6%–ᑐᐃᓐᓇᑦ ᐊᕐᕕᐊᕐᒥᐅᑦ 
ᐊᑎᓕᐅᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᓕᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ ᑲᐱᔭᐅᔪᓐᓇᕈᒫᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ.

ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᖅᑖᖅᑕᐃᓕᒪᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᑲᐱᔭᐅᔪᒪᔪᑦ 60%-ᒦᒐᔪᒃᑐᑦ ᐃᓄᖁᑎᒋᔭᐅᔪᑦ 
ᐊᒥᓲᓂᖏᑦ ᒪᓕᒃᖢᒋᑦ, ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᐅᒃᐱᕆᔭᐅᔪᖅ ᐃᓚᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂᒃ 
ᐊᑦᑎᒃᑑᔪᓐᓇᕐᒪᑦ ᐃᒻᒪᖄ 43%-ᒥ ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓂᒃᑯᑦ ᑐᕌᖓᔪᒃᑯᑦ.

"ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᙱᑦᑐᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᖓᔪᖅᑳᕐᔪᐊᖓ ᐃᖢᐊᖅᓴᐃᔨ ᐸᑐᓴᓐ 
ᐊᐱᕆᔭᐅᓚᐅᕐᒪᑦ ᒫᓐᓇᓵᖑᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ ᐊᕐᕕᐊᕐᒥᐅᓂᒃ ᑐᑭᓯᒋᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᓯᒪᑎᓪᓗᒍ 
ᑭᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ 500 ᐅᖓᑖᓂᐊᕐᔪᒃ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᑲᐱᔭᐅᔪᒪᑉᓗᑎᒃ ᐅᖃᓗᒃᓯᒪᓕᕐᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ," 
ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᓴᕕᑲᑖᖅ.

"ᐊᔭᐅᖅᑐᐃᖏᓐᓇᕋᑉᑕ ᑲᑉᐱᐊᓱᖁᔨᓇᑕ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑐᑭᓯᓂᕐᓗᖁᔨᓇᑕ ᑭᓯᐊᓂ 
ᖃᕆᑕᐅᔭᒃᑯᑦ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᐅᖃᑦᑕᖅᑐᑦ ᐅᐃᒪᔮᖅᑎᑦᑎᓯᒪᖕᒪᑕ.

"ᕿᑎᐊᖑᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ ᖄᖏᓵᖅᑐᒥ, Hᐊᒻᓚᒃᑯᑦ ᖁᓕᖏᓗᐊᖅᑐᓂᒃ ᐃᓐᓇᑐᖃᕐᓂᒃ 
ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐸᐅᑎᑦᑎᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ ᑲᐱᔭᐅᔪᓐᓇᖁᑉᓗᒋᑦ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᑕᑯᔪᓐᓇᖁᑉᓗᒋᑦ 
ᖃᓄᐃᙱᒻᒪᑦ ᑲᐱᔭᐅᓗᓂ ᐊᑦᑕᓇᙱᑦᑎᐊᕐᒪᓪᓗ.

"ᑕᒪᕐᒥᒃ ᑲᐱᔭᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ ᑕᐃᑲᓂ ᐅᑉᓗᕐᒥ ᖃᐅᒃᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᑐᐸᑦᑎᐊᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ."
ᓴᕕᑲᑖᖅ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᐊᑕᐅᓯᕐᒥᒎᖅ ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᕈᑎᒥᒃ ᐊᑐᖅᑐᑦ Hᐊᒻᓚᒃᑯᑦ 

ᐊᒥᓱᙳᖅᐹᓪᓕᕈᓐᓇᖁᑉᓗᒋᑦ ᑲᐱᔭᐅᓂᐊᖅᑐᑦ ᑲᓇᑕᒥᐅᓄᑦ ᑐᓴᐅᒪᔭᐅᓕᖅᖢᓂ.
ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᐃᓚᖏᑦ ᑕᒪᑐᒥᙵ ᑕᐅᑐᖕᒪᑕ ᐊᐃᕙᐅᑕᐅᔪᓐᓇᕐᓂᖓᓄᑦ.
"ᑲᐱᔭᐅᔭᕆᐊᓖᑦ ᑲᐱᔭᐅᓯᒪᓕᖅᐸᑕ ᐊᑎᕐᓂᒃ ᐊᒧᓯᓂᐊᕋᑉᑕ ᑕᓪᓕᒪᓂᒃ ᐊᒧᔭᐅᔪᓪᓗ 

$2,000.00-ᑖᕐᓂᐊᖅᖢᑎᒃ ᐊᑐᓂ.
"ᐃᓛᒃ, 61 ᐅᑉᓗᑦ ᐃᓗᐊᓂ ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓂᖅᑕᖃᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᐊᕐᕕᐊᓂ 

ᓄᑕᕋᓛᖅᑖᖅᑐᖃᖃᑦᑕᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ ᐊᓈᓇᑦᑎᐊᒃᑯᖏᑦᑕ ᐊᑖᑕᑦᑎᐊᒃᑯᖏᑦᑕ 
ᑕᑯᔪᓐᓇᙱᖦᖢᓂᒋᑦ ᒪᓕᒃᑕᐅᔭᕆᐊᓖᑦ ᐱᔾᔪᑎᒋᑉᓗᒋᑦ.

"ᖃᓄᑭᐊᖅ ᐃᒃᐱᒍᓱᓚᐅᖅᐸᑦ ᔭᓄᐊᕆ 12-ᒥ ᑕᑯᔪᓐᓇᖅᓯᑕᐃᓐᓇᕐᒪᒋᑦ, ᑕᐃᒪᐃᒻᒪᑦ 
ᖁᔭᓐᓇᒦᕈᒪᔭᒃᑲ ᐊᕐᕕᐊᕐᒥᐅᑕᑦ ᓱᓇᓂᒃ ᐱᑦᑕᐃᓕᓚᐅᕐᒪᑕ ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᖅᑕᐃᓕᓚᐅᕐᒪᑕ, 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᖁᔭᓐᓇᒦᕈᒪᔭᒃᑲ ᑕᒪᕐᒥᒃ ᑲᓇᑕᒥᐅᑕᑦ ᑐᒃᓯᐅᔾᔨᖃᑦᑕᓚᐅᕐᒪᑕ ᐊᕐᕕᐊᕐᒥᐅᓂᒃ."

Hᐊᒻᓚᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᒧᓯᓂᐊᖅᑐᑦ ᑮᓇᐅᔭᓂᒃ ᑲᐱᔭᐅᔪᑦ ᐊᑎᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᐊᒧᓯᓗᑎᒃ

ᐊᕐᕕᐊᕐᒥᐅᑦ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐸᐅᑎᔪᑦ ᑲᐱᔭᐅᔪᓂᒃ

Arviat Mayor Joe Savikataaq Jr. is all 
smiles under his mask as he meets 
the plane carrying the Moderna vac-
cine into Arviat this past Wednesday, 
Jan. 13.

photo courtesy of Steve England

ᐊᕐᕕᐊᓂ ᒪᐃᔭ ᔫ ᓴᕕᑲᑖᖅ 
ᓄᑲᖅᖠᖅ ᖁᖓᔮᖅᑐᖅ ᒪᑐᐊᖓᑕ 
ᐊᑖᓂ ᑎᖕᒥᓲᖃᕐᕕᓕᐊᖅᓯᒪᑉᓗᓂ 
ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᖅᑕᐃᓕᒪᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᑲᐴᑎᑦ ᐊᕐᕕᐊᓄᑦ 
ᑎᑭᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᕿᑎᐊᓂ, ᔭᓄᐊᕆ 13-ᒥ.
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A monumental moment 
in Inuit content took place 
this past Monday, Jan. 18, 
when the Inuit Broadcast-
ing Corp. (IBC) – TV by 
Inuit, for Inuit – launched 
Uvagut TV, a six-hour-daily 
broadcast through Shaw 
Direct Satellite TV and 
Arctic Co-op.

Uvagut TV joins IBC's 
continued presence on 
APTN and the internet.

IBC has been producing 
unique, award-winning 
Inuktitut language tele-
vision since 1981.

In launching Uvagut, 
IBC CEO Manitok Thomp-
son said IBC's audience 
will finally be able to enjoy 
IBC's wealth of content 
daily, helping to revitalize 
and strengthen Inuit lan-
guage and culture immedi-
ately.

She said she believes 
that Inuit deserve to see 

these programs and that 
time has finally arrived.

"They have a right 
to hear Inuktitut in their 
homes and learn more 
about their ancestors," said 
Thompson.

"Television is a tool par-
ents and caregivers can use 
to help pass on the legacy 
their relatives left to them. 

"Seeing their grandpar-
ents and great-grandparents 
on television will help our 
young people connect to 
their culture and language.

"It's a gift our Elders 
have given us that must be 
passed on to the younger 
generation." 

IBC is providing pro-
gramming to Uvagut TV 
without charge, while 
absorbing the costs inter-
nally at this time. 

Residents in Nunavut, 
NWT, Newfoundland and 
Labrador and Nunavik who 
subscribe to Shaw Direct 
Satellite or Arctic Co-op 
will be able to view the 

channel with a basic sub-
scription. A live-stream of 
the channel also became 
available 24/7 at uvagut.tv 
on Jan. 18. 

IBC programming can 
be viewed at the following 
times (EST):
•	6:30 a.m. to 8:30 a.m.: 

Takuginai Children's 
Show

•	1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.: 
IBC Prime – Archives, 
Takuginai 

•	5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.: 
Takuginai Children's 
Show

•	8:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.: 
IBC Prime – Archives 
and other Programs.
Thompson added in 

a press release that IBC 
Prime will include selec-
tions from IBC's extensive 
archives that date back to 
the late 1970s and early 
1980s.

She said the archives 
chronicle the division of 
the territories, the creation 
of key national Inuit organ-

izations, Inuit traditional 
knowledge before and after 
first contact, and the cre-
ation of Nunavut. 

"Children in Nuna-
vut will be able to watch 
award-winning Takuginai 

daily, just like their parents 
did, along with other pro-
grams including Inuit lan-
guage musicians, hunting, 
community concerts, stor-
ies and legends, youth and 
cooking shows," she added.

All-Inuktitut channel launched Jan. 18 by Inuit Broadcasting Corp.

Uvagut TV on the air at last
by Darrell Greer

 northern news Services
Nunavut

nnSl file photo

Inuit Broadcasting corp. cEO Manitok 
thompson said television is a tool parents and 
caregivers can use to help pass on the legacy 
their relatives left to them in connection to the 
launch of Uvagut TV this past Monday, Jan. 18.
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The significance of the Inuit 
Broadcasting Corp. (IBC) launch-
ing  Uvagut TV, a six-hour daily 
broadcast through Shaw Direct Sat-
ellite TV and Arctic Co-op this 
past Monday, Jan. 16, was not lost 

on long-time Arviat Film Society 
instructor Gord Billard.

When asked if he ever truly 
believed he would see this day, 
Billard said with all the activity 
that's been going on, especially with 
Izuma being at the forefront of help-
ing to get this initiative up and run-
ning, he honestly wasn't surprised 

when he heard the news about the 
launch of Uvagut TV.

He said he was glad to see that 
it was finally happening and Nuna-
vut's Film Development Corp., 
and all of those other filmmaking 
groups in the North, have been 
pretty active in getting this on the go 
during the past few years.

"So it doesn't come as a big 
surprise, but it's good to see that it's 
finally happening," said Billard. "I 
came to Arviat in 2001, so I guess 
this would be my 20th year.

"I would say the first time I 
started to see the eventuality of the 
existence of a national Inuit TV 
channel would be within the first 
few years of the Arviat Film Society 
(AFS) getting started in 2010.

"When I saw the outreach that 
we were capable of accomplishing 
with the group – in terms of people 
coming in from the outside and 
the networking that took place – it 
seemed like it was an eventuality 
early in the  AFS days when we 
were training kids to interview, do 
camera work, editing and all that 
sort of thing.

"It seemed to be a natural pro-
gression with the activity we were 
involved with at the time – that it 
would eventually lead to something 
like this – and, with the big players 
like Izuma, Inuit TV and the film 
board being so heavily involved, it 
was just a matter of time before all 
the pieces fell into place and this 
became a reality."

Billard said Izuma has been 
doing this for quite awhile and, 
during that time, they did a mas-
sive bank of videos that they 
streamed and offered on their 
online website.

He said a good number of those 
videos were actually produced in 

Arviat and belonged to the Arviat 
Film Society.

"Basically they're just moving 
from an online platform to a broad-
er-reach platform I think probably 
now with TV being involved."

Billard said he sees Uvagut TV 
as having a lot of potential based 
on the reaction the Arviat Film 
Society received in their commun-
ity when they were broadcasting on 
their local channel

He said they eventually lost that 
station when the cable format got 
changed.

"When we did have the station 
and were broadcasting AFS and 
Izuma videos to the community, the 
great feedback we were receiving 
was evidence that a lot of people 
were enjoying the Inuktitut pro-
gramming and seeing the faces of 
their families, friends and people 
they knew from around the territory.

"It was a great hit. We were 
getting calls and messages on Face-
book regularly. If the station broke 
down, froze or something, people 
asked if we'd fix it because they 
were watching something when it 
went down.

"So, we'd have to go to the station 
inside the school, fix it up and get it 
running again.

"There was certainly evidence 
that people were enjoying it at the 
time, and the feedback indicated 
that it was continuing to grow in 
popularity."

Success at local level predicts good results as Inuit cast a wider  
net over the airwaves with their stories, language and traditions

Advancing Inuit filmmaking

photo courtesy of Gord Billard

4elements Productions camera assistant Marie-Floriane Dekkers gives Arviat's Jamie Okatsiak 
and Samuel Pauppa, from left,  a tutorial on the teleprompter before a shooting session begins 
in Quebec City in February of 2016.

by Darrell Greer
 northern news Services

Arviat

The prevalence of tobacco use 
remains high in the territory, at 
a rate four times higher than the 
national average. 

As of October 2018, 74 per cent 
of those 16 years of age and older 
reported using tobacco products, 
according to a consultation report 
of the Tobacco Control and Smoke-
free Places Act (TCSFPA). The 
national average is roughly 16 per 
cent for the same age group. 

The number of youth aged 12 
to 19 who use tobacco products 
remains the highest in the nation as 
well, at 51 per cent, more than six 
times the average Canadian rate of 
7.7 percent.

From February to May 2020 
the Government of Nunavut's (GN) 
Department of Health held a num-
ber of public consultations in vari-
ous communities all over Nuna-
vut, asking people for feedback 
on changes to the TCSFPA – their 
findings were published later that 
year in October. 

In-person town hall and stake-
holder meetings were held with 
Elders, students, youth, tobacco 
retailers, hamlet office staff and 
healthcare workers. Remote con-

sultations were necessary later via 
phone, email, call-in radio shows 
and other means due to the Covid-
19 restrictions that began in March. 
All of the information gathered will 
help inform the development of the 
new legislation as well as be used to 
improve existing efforts in educa-
tion and programming.

The first legislation related to 
tobacco control in Nunavut was 
introduced in 2003 with the Tobac-
co Control Act (later renamed to the 
TCSFPA), that remained in place 
until Nov. 2018 when the TCSFPA 
was replaced with the Tobacco and 
Smoking Act (TSA). 

The report states it has become 
clear that Nunavummiut "want 
Nunavut's tobacco-use rates 
reduced."

The degree to which tobacco 
usage has been normalized among 
Nunavummiut is also a problem, 
people say.

"Even parents are buying their 
underage kids snuff (chew tobacco). 
It's us parents who provide to our 
kids," an anonymous Elder was 
quoted as saying in the report. 

One individual, providing 
remote feedback, said the smell of 
tobacco smoke "is bad" inside GN 
(subsidized housing) units, with the 
smell often seeping through to other 

units via vents and washroom fans.
Suggested amendments made 

during the consultations include 
more community-based education 
specific to adults providing tobac-
co to youth, more enforcement of 
people smoking in non-smoking 
areas with an initial tiered emphasis 
on education for those offending 
followed by fines for repeat offend-
ers.

More education among youth 
and children was also widely sup-
ported, particularly highlighting the 
addictive and harmful nature of 
smoking.

Another commonly supported 
amendment was to reduce the visi-
bility of tobacco, something the 
report says "received nearly unani-
mous support" with a proposed ban 
on tobacco price advertising signs 
with people supporting an out-of-
sight, out-of-mind approach to it.

One store manager said he could 
"understand how they could trigger 
cravings," while an Elder said that 
"if they didn't see the signs, they 
wouldn't remember to buy ciga-
rettes."

Regulating emerging products 
from flavoured herbal shisha and 
vaping products also received sup-
port from those who were con-
sulted.

More education, enforcement of non-smoking areas among amendments supported

Trevor Wright/NNSL photo

tobacco butts litter various public places around Iqaluit and 
other parts of Nunavut. More enforcement is just one of the 
proposed amendments to the Tobacco and Smoking Act. 

ᑕᕝᕚᑭᓂ ᓄᙳᕐᓗᑯᑦ ᓴᓂᐅᑎᑦᑎᕗᑦ ᐊᔾᔨᒌᙱᑦᑐᓂ ᐃᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓂ 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐊᓯᖏᓐᓂ ᐃᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ, ᐊᐅᓚᑦᑎᓂᖃᒃᑲᓐᓂᕐᓂᕐᒥ 
ᐊᑕᐅᓯᑐᐊᖑᕗᖅ ᐃᓚᒋᐊᕈᑕᐅᔪᓄᑦ ᑕᕝᕚᑭᒧᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓱᐴᖅᑐᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᒪᓕᒐᕐᒧᑦ.

by Trevor Wright 
 northern news Services

Nunavut

Updating smoking legislation to  
combat highest rates in the country
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A Covid-19 vaccine shipment of 
6,000 doses is expected to arrive 
the week of Feb. 1, Nunavut's chief 
public health officer Dr. Michael Pat-
terson announced Tuesday.

"That means by early February, 
Nunavut will have received 18,000 
of the 37,500 doses of the vaccine 
allocated to Nunavut," said Patterson.

Now that it's known when the next 
vaccine shipment will be en route, 
the Government of Nunavut (GN) 
will proceed with vaccination of pri-
ority groups in Iqaluit.

"Starting with Elders 65 and over 
as well as anyone living in a shelter. 
We will be doing this by appointment," 
said Patterson.

People who fall within the  
priority groups can call Iqaluit  
Public Health at 867-975-4810 to 

book an appointment. 
The clinics will take place at 

Iqaluit Public Health, building 
1091 from Jan. 18 to 22 between 1 
p.m. and 7 p.m. There will also be 
appointments made at the Qikiqtani 
General Hospital clinic on Jan. 23 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

The following communities will 
be hosting community clinics next:
•	Rankin Inlet at the community 

hall, Jan. 18 to 21
•	Whale Cove at Inuglak School, 

Jan. 19 to 20
•	Chesterfield Inlet at Victor Sam-

murtok School, Jan. 22 to 23
There will be a priority population 

clinic as well in Baker Lake, with a 
focus on Elders 65 and over as well 
as healthcare staff from Jan. 25 to 27. 
Depending on the quantity of avail-
able vaccine, eligible populations for 
Baker Lake will be expanded.

"As we continue to announce new 

community-wide clinics, I encourage 
everyone to plan ahead for their vac-
cines, book an appointment or make 
a plan to walk in," said Nunavut Pre-
mier Joe Savikataaq.

The premier offered praise for Cam-
bridge Bay, where "about 60 per cent of 
all adults there have made appointments 
already."

Health Minister Lorne Kusugak 
added that this is the territory's chance 
to bring things back to the way they 
were before the Covid-19 pandemic.

"We can bring the world back to 
what it was, not that long ago we 
had square dance competitions, com-
munity feasts, community events, 
where everybody old and young got 
together and enjoyed each other's 
company. 

"Life was good – that was just a 
year ago," said Kusugak.

"If we don't take the vaccine 
and follow the recommendations of 

health professionals 2021 won't be 
much different than 2020 was," the 
health minister warned.

Last week the Moderna vaccine 
began rolling out in Nunavut start-
ing with the Iqaluit Elders home. 
This week, community clinics and 
more focused vaccinations are being 
administered for elders in Cambridge 
Bay, Gjoa Haven, Arviat and Iglulik.

Patterson echoed the health min-
ister's recommendation for all eligible 
adults to take the vaccine. 

"The vaccine is safe and has been 
extensively tested. I can tell you 
between the vaccinations in those 
communities and at the long-term 
care centre in Iqaluit, we have not 
seen any serious adverse reactions."

Public health  
measures ease

On Jan. 11, public health meas-
ures in Arviat and Whale Cove were 

eased. Travel was able to resume 
after more than two weeks of no new 
cases in each community.

"We are not yet at a point where we 
can declare these outbreaks over, but 
we do believe it is safe to resume some 
activities," said Dr. Patterson.

Masks are still mandatory in 
Arviat and Whale Cove. Outdoor 
gathering limits will increase to up to 
50 people, indoor gatherings will rise 
to 10 people in addition to household 
members.

"Some family visiting can restart, 
restaurants and licensed establish-
ments are still take out only, and 
arenas and other recreational activ-
ities can restart, but at smaller sizes," 
Patterson said.

Savikataaq added, "We all need 
to do our part because our actions 
impact everyone's health right now. 
Stay well, get vaccinated and stay 
vigilant for our communities."

Clinics to be held this week across the Kivalliq
by Trevor Wright 

 northern news Services
Nunavut

Another 6,000 doses of Covid 
vaccine to arrive by February
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