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ᐳᑭᖅᑕᓕᙳᖅᓴᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕈᑎ ᑭᕙᓪᓕᕐᒥ

RCMP prep course lands in Kivalliq

"I encourage everyone to learn the facts about Moderna instead of opinions and fearmongering."
– Nunavut Premier Joe Savikataaq says it isn't his turn yet, but he will get the Covid vaccine  

and encourages all Nunavummiut to do the same when they are able, page 3.

Second intake of four-month Assisted Application Training  
program aims to increase number of Inuit officers

Coaches 
get creative 
this hockey 
season

Sports
ᐱᙳᐊᖅᑎᓂᒃ ᒥᐊᓂᖅᓯᔩᑦ 
ᖃᓄᖅᑑᑦᑎᐊᖅᑐᑦ ᑕᒡᕙᓂ 
Hᐊᑭᕐᓇᐅᔪᒥ
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Covid

News
ᐊᑭᒋᐊᕐᓂᖅ ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓂᕐᒥᒃ

Northern 
Mini Projects 
sends  
Christmas  
to Elders

Photos
ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ 
ᐃᑲᔪᕆᐊᖅᑏᑦ 
ᓇᒃᓯᐅᔾᔨᓯᒪᔪᑦ 
ᖁᕕᐊᓲᑎᓂᒃ 
ᐃᓐᓇᑐᖃᕐᓄᑦ

photo courtesy of Allysha Sateana Tologanak

Allysha Sateana Tologanak took first place and its $500 prize in the fireworks 
display photo contest for "Baby Girl" having a blast at the show in Rankin Inlet on 
Dec. 31.

What a show!
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ᐊᕐᕕᐊᕐᒥᐅᑕᑦ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᖑᓂᐊᖅᑐᑦ ᑭᕙᓪᓕᕐᒥ 
ᑲᐱᔭᐅᖃᑦᑕᕐᓂᐊᖅᑐᓂᒃ ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓇᖅᑐᒥᒃ 
ᐱᑦᑕᐃᓕᒪᔾᔪᑎᒥᒃ ᑲᐴᕆᕙᓪᓕᐊᓂᐊᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ 
ᓄᓇᖓᓂ ᖃᐅᒃᐸᑦ, ᔭᓄᐊᕆ 14-ᒥ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᔭᓄᐊᕆ 15, 16 ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 18-ᒥ.

ᑲᐴᑎ ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓇᖅᑖᖅᑕᐃᓕᒪᔾᔪᑎ 
ᒪᕐᕈᐃᖅᑕᖅᖢᓂ ᑲᐱᔭᐅᓐᓇᖅᑐᖅ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᒥ 
ᑲᐱᔭᐅᔪᖃᕐᓗᓂ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 28 ᐅᑉᓗᑦ ᓈᑉᐸᑕ 
ᑲᐱᔭᐅᒃᑲᓐᓂᕐᓗᓂ, ᐊᑭᖃᔾᔮᙱᑦᑐᖅ ᑕᒪᐃᓐᓄᑦ 
ᓄᓇᕗᒥᐅᓄᑦ 18-ᓂᒃ ᐅᑭᐅᓕᖕᓄᑦ ᐅᖓᑖᓄᓪᓗ.

ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᖅ ᓴᖅᑭᑎᑕᐅᑎᓪᓗᒍ, 
ᓇᓗᓇᐃᖅᓯᓚᐅᙱᑦᑐᑦ ᖃᖓᓪᓚᑦᑖᖅ 
ᐊᓯᖏᑦ ᐊᕐᕕᓂᓖᑦ ᓄᓇᓖᑦ ᑭᕙᓪᓕᕐᒥ 
ᑲᐳᖅᑕᐅᕙᓪᓕᐊᓂᐊᕐᒪᖔᑕ ᖃᒪᓂ'ᑐᐊᕐᒥᐅᑦ, 
ᐃᒡᓗᓕᒑᕐᔪᖕᒥᐅᑦ, ᓴᓪᓕᕐᒥᐅᑦ, ᓇᐅᔮᕐᒥᐅᑦ, 
ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥᐅᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑎᑭᕋᕐᔪᐊᕐᒥᐅᑦ.

ᑲᐱᔭᐅᔭᕆᐊᖃᓪᓚᑦᑖᖅᑐᑎᑦᓚᔭᐅᔪᖃᔾᔮᙱᑦᑐᖅ 
(ᑲᐱᔭᐅᔪᒪᙱᑦᑐᑦ ᐃᓱᒪᖅᓱᖅᑐᑦ), ᑕᒪᓐᓇ 
ᐆᒃᑐᕋᐅᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ 30,000-ᓄᑦ ᐃᓄᖕᓄᑦ 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐊᑑᑎᖃᑦᑎᐊᕐᓂᕋᖅᑕᐅᔪᖅ 94%-ᖏᓐᓄᑦ 
ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓇᖅᑐᒥ ᐱᔪᓐᓇᐃᓪᓕᑎᑕᐅᔾᔪᑕᐅᔪᖅ 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᓕᕈᑕᐅᓗᐊᕌᓗᖕᓇᓂ.

ᑲᐴᑎ ᒫᓐᓇᐅᔪᖅ ᐊᖏᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᙱᑦᑐᖅ 
ᑲᐴᑕᐅᓇᔭᕐᓂᖓᓄᑦ ᐅᑭᐅᓕᖕᓄᑦ 18 ᑐᖔᓂ.

ᓄᓇᕗᒥ ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᑦ 
ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᙱᑦᑐᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᖏᑦ 
ᐃᖅᑲᐃᑎᑦᑎᓇᓱᒃᑐᑦ ᑕᒪᐃᓐᓂᒃ ᓄᓇᕗᒥᐅᓂᒃ, 
ᑲᐱᔭᐅᖅᑳᕐᓇᑎᒃ, ᐱᒻᒪᕆᐅᔪᖅ ᐅᖃᖃᑎᖃᕆᐊᒃᓴᖅ 
ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᙱᑦᑐᓕᕆᔨᓂᒃ ᓯᖓᐃᒍᕕᑦ, 
ᐊᒫᒪᒃᑎᑦᑎᖃᑦᑕᕈᕕᓪᓗ ᓄᑕᕋᓛᕐᓂᒃ, 
ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕈᕕᓪᓘᓐᓃᑦ, ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᓂᒃᑯᓪᓗ 
ᐋᓐᓂᐊᕐᓂᖃᕈᕕᑦ, ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᑲᐴᑎ 
ᓈᒻᒪᙱᓐᓇᔭᖅᐸᑦ ᐃᓕᖕᓄᑦ.

ᓯᕗᓕᖅᑎ ᔫ ᓴᕕᑲᑖᖅ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᓄᓇᕗᑦ 
ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᖏᑦ ᑲᐱᓯᖃᑦᑕᕆᐊᓚᐅᕐᒪᑕ ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓂ 
ᐃᓐᓇᐃᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᖁᑎᒋᔭᖏᓐᓂᕐᒥᐅᑕᓂᒃ ᔭᓄᐊᕆ 
6-ᒥ.

ᓯᕗᓕᖅᑎ ᐃᓕᑕᖅᓯᓯᒪᔪᖅ ᐱᓕᕆᕐᔪᐊᖅᓯᒪᔪᓂᒃ 

ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐱᓕᕆᑦᑎᐊᖅᓯᒪᔪᓂᒃ ᑲᒪᒋᐊᖅᑳᕐᓇᓂ 
ᐃᓱᒫᓘᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᓂᒃ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᐅᖃᑦᑕᖅᑐᓂᒃ 
ᖃᕆᑕᐅᔭᒃᑯᑦ ᐅᖃᖃᑎᒌᒡᕕᒃᑯᑦ.

"ᐊᒥᓲᖕᒪᑕ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᐅᖃᑦᑕᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ 
ᐃᓱᒫᓘᑕᐅᖃᑦᑕᖅᓯᒪᔪᓪᓗ (ᓴᖅᑭᑎᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᑦ) 
ᖃᕆᑕᐅᔭᒃᑯᑦ ᒫᓐᓇᓵᖑᓯᒪᔪᖅ 
ᑲᐱᔭᐅᖃᑦᑕᕐᓂᐅᑉ ᒥᒃᓵᓄᑦ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓱᖕᒪᑦ 
ᑲᐱᔭᐅᖃᑕᐅᓯᒪᙱᒻᒪᖔᕐᒪ ᒫᓐᓇᐅᔪᖅ." ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ 
ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᓴᕕᑲᑖᖅ.

"ᑭᐅᔾᔪᑎᒃᓴᕋ ᓇᓗᓇᙱᑦᑎᐊᖅᑐᖅ.  ᐅᕙᖓ 
ᓱᓕ ᐱᔭᕆᐊᖃᖅᓯᒪᙱᓐᓇᒪ.

"ᐋᓐᓂᐊᓕᖅᓴᕋᐃᑦᑐᑦ – ᐃᓐᓇᑐᖃᖁᑎᑯᓗᒃᐳᓪᓗ 
– ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐸᐅᑎᓐᓇᓱᒃᑕᖅᐳᑦ 
ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᖅᑖᖅᑕᐃᓕᒪᔾᔪᑎᒃᑯᑦ ᑲᐱᔭᐅᔪᓐᓇᖁᑉᓗᒋᑦ.

"ᐅᓗᕆᐊᓇᖅᑐᒦᖏᓐᓇᒪ.  ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᖓᓗ.  
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ, ᖀᖃᕋᓗᐊᖅᖢᖓ, ᐃᓐᓇᑐᖃᐅᙱᓐᓇᒪ."

ᓴᕕᑲᑖᖅ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᑲᐴᑎᒎᖅ 
ᖃᐅᔨᓴᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᓪᓚᕆᒃᓯᒪᔪᖅ ᓄᓇᕐᔪᐊᕐᒥ 
ᐅᓗᕆᐊᓇᖅᑑᖁᓇᒍ ᐊᑑᑎᖃᑦᑎᐊᖁᑉᓗᒍᓗ.

"ᑕᒪᕐᒥᒃ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᑐᑭᓯᓇᓱᖁᔭᒃᑲ ᑲᐴᑎᐅᑉ 
ᒥᒃᓵᓄᑦ ᑐᕌᖓᔪᓂᒃ ᑕᖅᑳᓂ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᐅᔪᓂᒃ 
ᒪᓕᑐᐃᓐᓇᙱᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᐅᓗᕆᐊᖅᓵᕆᔪᓂᒡᓗ.

"ᐊᒻᒪᓗ, ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ ᓱᓕ, ᐳᐃᒍᖅᑕᐃᓕᒋᑦᑎ 
ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᙱᑦᑐᓕᕆᓂᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᔭᕆᐊᓖᑦ 
ᐃᓱᓕᔾᔮᙱᒻᒪᑕ ᕿᓚᒥᐅᔪᒃᑯᑦ.

"ᐊᒡᒐᑉᑎᓐᓂᒃ ᐃᕐᒦᓐᓇᕆᐊᖃᖅᑐᒍᑦ, 
ᐅᖓᓯᒌᒡᔫᒥᖃᑦᑕᕐᓗᑕᓗ, ᒪᑐᐊᕐᓂᒡᓗ 
ᐊᑐᖃᑦᑕᐃᓐᓇᕐᓗᑕ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐅᔾᔨᖅᑐᐃᓐᓇᕐᓗᑕ.

"ᑲᐴᑎ ᐃᓱᓕᑦᑎᔾᔮᙱᒻᒪᑦ 
ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓂᖅ–19-ᒥᒃ.  ᑕᒪᓐᓇ 
ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᔾᔪᑕᐅᖕᒪᑦ ᓵᓚᖃᕈᓐᓇᖁᑉᓗᑕ 
ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓂᕐᒥᒃ.  ᖃᓄᐃᙱᑦᑎᐊᕋᓱᒋᑦᑎ, 
ᐋᓐᓂᐊᓕᖅᑕᐃᓕᓇᓱᖃᑦᑕᕐᓗᓯ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᐅᔾᔨᖅᑐᑦᑎᐊᕐᓗᓯ ᓄᓇᖅᑲᑎᕗᑦ ᐱᔾᔪᑎᒋᓗᒋᑦ."

ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᖅᑖᖅᑕᐃᓕᒪᔾᔪᑎ ᑲᐴᑎ ᓴᖅᑭᑎᑕᐅᔪᖅ ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓂ, 
ᐊᕐᕕᐊᓂ ᑲᐱᓯᖃᑦᑕᕆᐊᕐᓂᐊᖅᑐᑦ ᔭᓄᐊᕆ 14-ᒥ

ᓵᓚᖃᕋᓱᒋᐊᖃᓕᖅᑐᒍᑦ

Darrell Greer/nnSl photo

Nunavut Health Minister Lorne Kusugak begins to make his way out onto the 
tarmac to meet the FedEx flight, in background, carrying the first shipment of 
the Moderna vaccine against Covid-19 into Rankin Inlet on Dec. 30.

ᓄᓇᕗᒥ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᙱᑦᑐᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᒥᓂᔅᑕ ᖁᐊᓴ ᑯᓱᒐᖅ ᑎᖕᒥᓲᑦ ᓄᖅᑲᖅᑕᕐᕕᖓᓄᑦ 
ᑐᕌᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᔪᖅ  FedEx-ᑯᑦ ᑎᖕᒥᓲᖓᓄᑦ, ᐊᔾᔨᒥ ᓴᖅᑭᔮᖅᑐᖅ, ᐅᓯᔪᖅ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᓂᒃ 
ᑲᐴᑎᓂᒃ ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᖅᑖᕈᓐᓇᐃᓪᓕᔾᔪᑎᓂᒃ ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᑎᑭᓚᐅᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᑎᓯᐱᕆ 30-ᒥ.
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Folks in Rankin Inlet turned out 
in droves to watch one of the most 
impressive firework displays ever 
to ring in the new year in the com-
munity on Dec. 31.

Rankin Fire Chief Mark Wyatt 
said the fireworks display went as 
planned and everyone seemed to 
really enjoy the show.

He said David Clark and Cody 
Tulugak of the hamlet's recreation 
department lent a helping hand to 
make the fire department's initiative 
another rousing success.

"The crowd seemed to really 
love the fireworks show, and the 
parade we held to help ring in the 
new year seemed to be a bit longer 
than normal," said Wyatt.

"It's something our department 
looks forward to putting together 
each year and it just seems to keep 
getting a little bit better.

"This year we also decided to 
initiate a photo contest to go along 
with the fireworks display for a 
number of different reasons, pri-
marily because we like to see lots 
of great pictures of the fireworks 
because when we're sitting there 
actually doing it, we don't have the 
opportunity to take photos of it.

"We had more than 400 people 
post photos on Facebook and the 
three winners were picked based on 

the number of likes they received."
The three winners in the contest 

were Allysha Sateana Tologanak in 
first ($500), Sara Taparti in second 
($300) and Amanda Eecherk in 
third ($200).

Wyatt said it was nice to see so 
many people take part in both the 
parade and fireworks display to ring 
in the new year.

He said there's little doubt all the 
lockdowns and restrictions the ham-
let has dealt with during the past 10 
months had a lot to do with the large 
turnouts for the two events.

"I think people just needed to get 
out and it was nice to be able to do 
the fireworks for them this year.

"We were one of the only com-
panies to actually purchase fire-
works from our supplier down south 
this year, so they were quite happy 
to get an order or two.

"Normally there are hundreds of 
shows happening across the country 
on New Year's Eve, but there weren't 
too many communities that put on a 
fireworks show this year."

Wyatt said $5,000 is spent on 
the Rankin fireworks show for Dec. 
31 every year, which, he added, 
is a pretty good deal for what the 
department receives for its money.

He said about 75 three-inch 
shells were used in the show, as 
well as 43 two-inch shells and 28 
four-inch shells.

"They're all pretty dazzling 

because we combine them for the 
show.

"Each cake you have might have 
anywhere between 30 to 100 shots 
in it and that's all lit at once.

"So, often we'll do those and fire 
three-inch shots over top so that it 
creates more of a dazzling spectacle 
for the community.

"The higher up the shell the 
more powerful the yield, so the 
four-inch shells are the largest we 
use."

Wyatt said there were seven 
members of the fire department on 
the ground for the show.

He said the biggest safety pre-
cautions taken to ensure a safe show 
are to ensure all the fireworks are 
tied properly so that they fire, and 
that the mortars, especially the lar-
ger mortars, are all anchored to the 
ground so that they don't topple 
over.

"We put a lot of plywood down 
and secure all of the cakes in place. 
The mortars are all secured onto 
three-quarter-inch plywood so that 
they're not going to slip.

"Down south you can bury the 
cakes in sand and stuff like that 
but, up here, we're on a frozen lake, 
so the setup is fairly intricate in 
terms of all the plywood that has to 
go into setting it up and prepping 
all of the cakes in advance so that 
they're not going to shift on top of 
the plywood."

Fireworks display ends sour year on high note in Rankin Inlet 

Dazzling end to 2020

photo courtesy of Sara Taparti

Sara Taparti took second place and its $300 prize for this 
dazzling shot of the fireworks show in Rankin Inlet on Dec. 31.   

by Darrell Greer
 northern news Services

Rankin Inlet

community ¥∂¿ú
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Time to fight back

Nunavut Premier Joe 
Savikataaq says the 
Moderna vaccine is 
safe and he encour-
ages everyone to learn 
the facts about Mod-
erna instead of paying 
heed to opinions and 
fearmongering.

nnSl file photo

Moderna Covid-19 vaccinations begin Jan. 14 in Arviat

Did we get it wrong?
Kivalliq News is committed to getting facts and names right. 

With that goes a commitment to acknowledge mistakes and run 
corrections. If you spot an error in Kivalliq News, call (867) 645-
3223 and ask to speak to the editor, or email kivalliqnews@nnsl.
com. We'll get a correction or clarification in as soon as we can.

í±ØÍ≤ÒáíÔÄ?
ï·∆¿Í´ ≤áflúòî ÖÚÊéÔÒπØflî Ç≤úõ¿Ö≤ú Ö±Ø ÖéÍ≤ú 

áîéÖ≤Í´ú. íØêØ Äƒù‚ ÖÚÊéÔÒπØ≤Ò Ä¿íÒπÕ‰ÖÔÍ≤Í´ú 
í±ØÒíÇÀ≤ú Ö±Ø ÜÒïùÖÒπ¿Í≤Ò. íò∏≤Ê›î í±ØÒπØÀ´ú 
ï·∆¿Ò ≤áfl≤, ÇÔ¬∆¬éî Çflˆ (867) 645-3223 Ö±Ø 
ÇÔÍ›ùÀØ¬ü ÜÒïúªÄ«, Ç„·√∏≥î Ô‰íÇÕúòî ééËÍ¬éî 
Çflˆ kivalliqnews@nnsl.com. ÜÒïùÖËª∏≤ÖÒíflî Ç„·√∏≥î 
∂¬∂Ä‰ÖÍ¬ü áÀ∏∂ÒπêÖÊçí.

Arviat residents will 
become the first in the Kival-
liq region to start receiving 
the Moderna vaccine in the 
fight against Covid-19 when 
inoculations begin in that 
community tomorrow, Jan. 
14, and continue on Jan. 15, 
16 and 18.

The Moderna vaccine is 
administered in two doses that 
are given 28 days apart, and it 
will be offered free of charge 
to all eligible Nunavummiut 
18 years of age and older.

As of press time, vac-
cination dates had not been 
announced for any of the other 
six Kivalliq communities 
of Baker Lake, Chesterfield 
Inlet, Coral Harbour, Naujaat, 
Rankin Inlet and Whale Cove.

No one will be forced to 
take the Moderna vaccine (it 
is not mandatory), which was 
tested on 30,000 people and 
shown to be 94 per cent effect-
ive at preventing or reducing 
the severity of infection.

The vaccine is currently 
not approved for people under 
the age of 18.

Nunavut's Department of 
Health is reminding all Nuna-
vummiut that, prior to receiv-
ing the vaccine, it is important 
to inquire with local health 
professionals if you are preg-
nant, breast feeding, are 
immunocompromised, suffer 

from an autoimmune disease, 
or have allergies to one or 
more ingredients in the vac-
cine.

Injection-site reactions to 
the Moderna vaccine may 
include pain, tiredness, head-
ache, muscle ache and stiff-
ness, chills, fever, swelling or 
redness, nausea and/or vomit-
ing and enlarged lymph nodes.

The Department of Health 
also reminds Nunavummiut 
to seek medical attention 
immediately if you develop 
serious symptoms, or symp-
toms that could be an allergic 
reaction, such as hives (bumps 
on the skin that are often very 
itchy), swelling of the face, 
tongue or throat and/or dif-
ficulty breathing.

Premier Joe Savikataaq 
said the Government of Nuna-
vut (GN) began its vaccina-
tion program at the Iqaluit 
Elders' facility on Jan. 6.

The premier recognized 
the dedicated and exemplary 
efforts of those who, to date, 
have been shouldering the 
lion's share of the critical work 
in the first round before turn-
ing his attention to concerns 
being raised on social media.

"There have been a lot 
of comments and questions 
(raised) on my social media 
during the past few days about 
this vaccine, and why I'm 
not taking it just now," said 
Savikataaq. 

"The answer is simple. It 

just isn't my turn yet.
"We are making sure our 

most vulnerable – and our 
beloved Elders – are receiving 
these first doses. 

"I'm not at high-risk. I'm 
not immunocompromised. 
And, despite these white 
hairs, I'm not an Elder."

Moving forward, the 
GN assures everyone that it 
will keep all Nunavummiut 
informed regarding the prog-
ress of its vaccine delivery, 
schedules for each clinic and 
the number of vaccines that 
have been administered. 

Savikataaq said rigorous 
testing around the world has 
proven the Moderna vaccine 
to be safe and effective.

He said he will share the 
experience with everyone as 
soon as he and his colleagues 
have been inoculated.

"I encourage everyone to 
learn the facts about Moderna 
instead of opinions and fear-
mongering.

"And, as always, please 
remember that our public 
health measures are not going 
to stop anytime soon. 

"We need to keep washing 
hands, keep physical distance, 
keep wearing masks and keep 
taking precautions. 

"The vaccine is not the end 
of Covid-19. It is the next step 
in our fight. Stay well, stay 
healthy and stay vigilant for 
our communities."

by Darrell Greer
 northern news Services
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Covid at Meliadine
Kivalliq

Agnico Eagle Mines (AEM) said an employee working 
at its Meliadine mine near Rankin Inlet on Dec. 26 tested 
positive for Covid-19. 

A press release from AEM's Melissa Bradley said the 
result was confirmed by an accredited laboratory on Jan. 
4. Bradley wrote the individual was tested prior to arriv-
ing to site on Dec.  23 and the result was negative. 

She stated as part of AEM's enhanced Covid-19 proto-
col during the holiday period, all employees are retested 
after three days on site. The individual tested positive on 
Dec. 26 and was considered presumptive. 

"In accordance with the company's isolation protocols, 
the individual was isolated on site until being extracted on a 
special charter flight on Dec. 30. The extraction was delayed 
due to weather conditions (blizzard)." stated Bradley. 

"A contact-tracing exercise was conducted and identi-
fied 13 employees who may have been in contact with the 
individual. The 13 people identified as potential contacts 
remained in isolation at the mine site until being extracted 
from site on Dec. 30 on a special charter flight. They have 
been instructed to follow the recommendations of their 
provincial health authorities and will be retested prior to 
returning to site."

Covid death toll
Nunavut

Premier Joe Savikataaq announced on Jan. 5 that five 
Nunavummiut had passed away due to Covid-19. 

He stated in a Government of Nunavut (GN) press 
release that four of the individuals contracted the virus 
in southern Canada, and it's likely their deaths will be 
reported in those jurisdictions.

"On behalf of the GN, I send our deepest sympathies 
and strength to their families, friends and communities," 
stated Savikataaq. "This virus is heartbreaking and deter-
mined – it doesn't care who you are or what you do. 

"This is why we ask everyone to follow the public 
health measures all the time. Wash your hands. Wear a 
mask. Keep physical distance. Stay home if you feel at all 
unwell. Keep yourselves and everyone around you safe. I 
ask for your patience as we work toward vaccinating as 
many people as possible. 

"There are a lot of logistics involved, and we need to 
wait on enough of the vaccine to get to all our adult com-
munity members." 

Adoption commissioner on duty
Kivalliq

Cecelia MacCallum has been reminding Kivalliq resi-
dents on social media that she is still an adoption commis-
sioner for Rankin Inlet and the Kivalliq region, as well as 
other regions when she is asked to do so. 

MacCallum told Kivalliq residents that she has sent 
requests for live birth registrations for those who have 
asked her to do their custom adoptions from vital statistics.

As soon as she receives either the live birth registra-
tions or birth certificates, she will notify those who have 
asked her to do their adoptions. Anyone who started the 
adoption process with MacCallum can email her at any-
time to find out the status of their application.

ᓄᓇᕗᒥ ᓯᕗᓕᖅᑎ ᔫ ᓴᕕᑲᑖᖅ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᖅᑖᖅᑕᐃᓕᔾᔪᑎ ᑲᐴᑎ ᐅᓗᕆᐊᓇᙱᑦᑐᕉᖅ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑕᒪᕐᒥᒃ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ 
ᑐᑭᓯᓇᓱᖁᔭᖏᑦ ᑲᐴᑎᐅᑉ ᒥᒃᓵᓄᑦ ᑐᕌᖓᔪᓂᒃ ᑕᖅᑳᓂ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᐅᔪᓂᒃ ᒪᓕᑐᐃᓐᓇᙱᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᐅᓗᕆᐊᖅᓵᕆᔪᓂᒡᓗ.
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Elders in Chesterfield Inlet 
received their fair share of 
the love during the Christmas 
holiday season this past month 
when they were showered 
with an assortment of gifts, 
stockings and cookie mixes 
from Cindy Dhillon and her 

Internet-based Northern Can-
ada Mini Projects.

The Chester side of the 
annual Elder gift-giving from 
the south was handled by 
Vicki Tanuyak in 2020, who 
used the gifted cookie mixes 
to whip up a batch of cookies 
for all the Elders in town.

Spreading holiday cheer

The holidays get a little brighter for Elder Leonie Putulik as she receives her Northern Canada Mini Pro-
jects gift from a special Christmas helper and the jolly old elf himself in Chesterfield Inlet this past month.

Elf Camille Simik and Santa pay a visit to Elder 
Eva Tanuyak and present her with a gift from 
Northern Canada Mini Projects in Chesterfield 
Inlet this past month.

Elder Tony Amuayak cheerfully accepts his gift 
from Santa and his helper.

The next Elder on elf Camille Simik and Santa's 
list is Mark Amarok.

photos courtesy of northern Canada Mini Projects 

Special holiday elf Camille Simik, back, helps 
Santa Claus put a smile on the faces of Elders 
Elizabeth and Andre Tautu with holiday gifts from 
Northern Canada Mini Projects in Chesterfield 
Inlet this past month.

Elf Camille Simik and Santa Claus deliver Elder 
Casmir Kriterdluk's gift.

A Christmas gift is delivered to Elder Leonie Mim-
ialik.

northern news Services
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ElDERs Feature
by northern Canada 
Mini Projects
Chesterfield Inlet

ᑕᑯᔭᒃᓴᐃᑦ
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It was a case of good news and 
bad news as the calendar finally 
flipped to January and the year 2021 
began.

On the good news front, the tre-
mendous spirit of folks across the 
Kivalliq region was front and centre 
as people put their best foot forward 
and made the best of the holiday 
season despite everything Covid-19 
had thrown at them during the past 
10 months.

Yes, Christmas celebrations were 
different than in years past, and 
there were more than a few empty 
chairs where family and friends 
usually sat during the holidays. But, 
overall, people did whatever they 
had to in order to enjoy the holiday 
season and make it as special as 
they could for the young ones to 
enjoy.

And, after all, isn't celebrating the 
birth of the saviour and making it an 
oh-so-special time for the kids what 
Christmas is really all about?

Although the spectre of Covid-19 
continues to hover above our every-
day lives, there was much to cele-
brate and be grateful for this Christ-
mas season with Arviat, Rankin Inlet 
and Whale Cove having pushed back 
the invader and the Kivalliq joined 
the rest of Nunavut in being Covid-
free, at least for the time being.

There was also much to be grate-
ful for with the arrival of the Mod-
erna vaccine against Covid, which 
will begin to be administered in 
Arviat tomorrow, Jan. 14.

Hopefully, the vaccine's arrival 
does in fact make it a whole new 
ball game as Nunavut Health Minis-
ter Lorne Kusugak proclaimed upon 
its arrival into the territory.

Ah, but there's the rub when it 

comes to the bad news.
Too many people continue to 

express fear over being inoculated 
against Covid-19, and impromptu 
surveys across our region are show-
ing almost as many people are 
against receiving the vaccine as are 
eagerly awaiting its arrival 
in their community.

And there is certainly no 
lack of posts by individuals 
across social media that 
they will not be extending 
an arm, or any other 
appendage, when the vac-
cine is being administered 
in each of the Kivalliq's 
seven communities.

Make no mistake about 
it, it is not mandatory for 
anyone to receive this vaccine, but, 
given Covid's ability to spread at an 
alarming rate – and the fact they're 
still finding new strains of the virus 
– is it time those leading the way in 
our territory should consider it?

Or, if our leaders at the territorial, 
provincial or national levels don't 
have the stomach for such a move, 
is it time we start hearing what the 
penalties are going to be for those 
who refuse to be inoculated against 
Covid-19?

Let's be honest here, the most 
insidious thing about this darn virus 
is that people strong enough to ward 
it off with little to no symptoms 
often pass it off to those who end-
up having serious long-term health 
problems often referred to as post-
Covid-19 syndrome or long Covid-19. 
And, ever so sadly, they also pass it 
to those who succumb to the virus 
and die from its effects.

For too long the virus spread 
across this great nation of ours and 
the vast, vast majority of those fla-

grantly thumbing their noses at all 
who followed government directives 
went without penalty.

And no one will ever know how 
many of these people spread the 
virus to those who succumbed.

It's time we get back to a normal 
way of life in this country 
and the odds are incred-
ibly high that we're not 
going to be able to do that 
without the time-proven 
tag team of herd immunity 
and vaccine.

Herd immunity makes 
it possible to protect the 
population from a disease, 
including those who can't 
be vaccinated, such as 
newborns or those who 

have compromised immune sys-
tems. 

Vaccines and the concept of herd 
immunity are what successfully con-
trolled deadly contagious diseases 
such as smallpox, polio, diphtheria 
and rubella.

It's not perfect. It isn't yet clear 
if infection with the Covid-19 virus 
makes a person immune to future 
infection, and further research is 
needed to determine the protective 
effect of antibodies to the virus in 
those who have been infected.

However, it's crucial to slow the 
spread of the Covid-19 virus, if noth-
ing else, before even more elderly 
folks and people with underlying 
health conditions of any age pass 
away, or are left to suffer long-term 
health effects as a result of their 
exposure.

If too many among us refuse the 
vaccine to make it effective, and 
more people die as a result, it just 
may be time to look at whose rights 
are paramount to be upheld.

northern news Services
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Vaccine could inch us closer 
to a call on citizen's rights
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Amanda eecherk took third 
place and its $200 prize 
for this caught-at-the-right-
moment shot of an alien 
ship beginning to land dur-
ing the fireworks display in 
Rankin Inlet Dec. 31, 2020.
photo courtesy of Amanda eecherk

nunavut's award-winning voice of Kivalliq – 
Published Wednesdays

  Nunavut's Award-Winning Voice of Kivalliq

SENd uS your CoMMENTS
You can email us at kivalliqnews@nnsl.com; mail to 
Box 2820, Yellowknife X1A 2R1; or drop your letter 
off at our office at 5108-50th Street. 
All letters submitted must be signed with a return 
address and daytime telephone number so that we 
can confirm it came from you.
not all letters will necessarily be published. Prefer-
ence is given to short letters of broad interest or con-
cern. we particularly encourage new contributors as  
we attempt to publish a cross-section of public 
opinion.
letters of more than 200 words, open letters and 
those published elsewhere are seldom used. we 
reserve the right to edit for length or taste and to 
eliminate inaccurate or libelous statements. 
we may also choose to use a letter as the basis 
for a story. 

noRTHERn nEWs  sERVICEs lIMITED 
100% northern owned and operated
Publishers of:  
• Nunavut News/North • Inuvik Drum 
• Kivalliq News • Yellowknifer 
• NWT News/North • Hay River Hub

Member of:
•  Manitoba Community  

newspapers Association
•  Canadian Community  

newspapers Association

¥∂‡ç Ä¿Ω‰ÕÇœÀé´ú æƒúΩÇπÖÊíÇπØÀÒ ≤áˆ 

ï·∆¿Í´ – ÇÔ¿∞°úΩÖ¿ÖÙ·çâÒ áˆîπÍ´

Contents copyright. Printed in the north by Canarctic 
Graphics limited. no photos, stories, advertisements 
or graphics may be reproduced in any form, in whole 
or in part, without the written approval of the publisher.

subscriptions 
One year mail $70 
Online (entire content) $50/year

We acknowledge the 
financial support of 
the Government of 
Canada.

Nous reconnaissons 
l'appui financier du 
gouvernement du 
Canada.

Editor: Darrell Greer   
Associate Editor: Jean kusugak 

Box 657, Rankin Inlet, nU  X0C 0G0   
Phone: (867) 645-3223

Fax: (867) 645-3225   
Toll free: (855) 447-2584 

Email: kivalliqnews@nnsl.com   
Website: www.nnsl.com/kivalliqnews 

Founder (1934-2018): J.w. (Sig) Sigvaldason 
Publisher, CEo: Bruce valpy  

valpy@nnsl.com
Chief Financial officer: Judy Triffo
Coordinating Editor: Craig Gilbert  

craig@nnsl.com
Kivalliq Advertising Representative:  

advertising@nunavutnews.com 
Call collect: (867) 873-4031  

 Fax: (867) 873-8507
 
Publishing office:  
Box 2820, Yellowknife, nT  X1A 2R1 
Phone: (867) 873-4031  Fax: (867) 873-8507 
Email: nnsl@nnsl.com  
Website: www.nunavutnews.com

ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᓕᕆᔨ: ᑎᐊᕈ ᒍᕆᐅ  
ᐃᓄᒃᑎᑑᓕᕆᔨ: ᒪᐃᑯ ᓛᐃᓐᕼᐊᓐ 
Box 657, ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᖅ, ᓄᓇᕗᑦ X0C 0G0  
ᐅᖃᓘᑎᖓ: (867) 645-3223
ᓱᑲᔪᒃᑯᑦ: (867) 645-3225 
ᐊᑭᖃᖏᑦᑐᖅ: (855) 447-2584 
ᖃᕆᑕᐅᔭᒃᑯᑦ: kivalliqnews@nnsl.com  
ᖃᕆᑕᐅᔭᒃᑯᑦ: www.nunavutnews.com 
ᓇᓂᓯᔨᐅᔪᖅ (1934-2018): 
J.W. (Sig) Sigvaldason 
ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓂᒃ ᓴᖅᑭᑎᑎᔨ 
ᑐᑭᒧᐊᒃᑎᑎᔨᓪᓚᕆᐅᑉᓗᓂᓗ: 
Bruce Valpy – valpy@nnsl.com
ᑮᓇᐅᔭᓕᔭᓕᕆᔨᒻᒪᕆᒃ: Judy Triffo
ᑲᒪᔨ ᑎᑎᕋᖅᑎ: ᑯᕆᒃ ᒋᐅᐳᑦ
Craig Gilbert – craig@nnsl.com
ᑭᕙᓪᓕᕐᒥ ᐅᐃᕆᓴᐅᑎᓂᒃ ᓂᐅᕕᐊᒃᓴᓂᒃ 
ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᕆᔨ: ᑎᐅᕆ ᑖᐱᓐ – 
advertising@nunavutnews.com 
ᑲᓕᒃᑳᕈᓐᓇᖅᐳᓯ ᐅᕗᖓ 
ᐊᑭᖃᖏᑦᑐᖅ: (867) 873-4031  
ᓱᑲᔪᒃᑯᑦ: (867) 873-8507 
ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓂᒃ ᑎᑎᕋᕐᕕᒃ: Box 2820, 
ᔭᓗᓇᐃᕝ, ᓄᓇᑦᓯᐊᖅ  X1A 2R1 
ᐅᖃᓘᑎᖓᑦ: (867) 873-4031 
ᓱᑲᔪᒃᑯᑦ: (867) 873-8507 
ᖃᕆᑕᐅᔭᒃᑯᑦ: nnsl@nnsl.com
ᖃᕆᑕᐅᔭᒃᑯᑦ: www.nnsl.com

Ulukhaktok

Gameti

Behchoko

Sambaa K’e

Kugaaruk

Naujaat

Sanikiluaq



6  kIvAllIq newS, wednesday, January 13, 2021 r?9o3u iWK5, WzJx8i, /8kxE 13, 2021

ᖃᓱᒋᐊᖅᑕᐅᓯᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓂᖅ-19–ᑯᑦ ᒪᓕᒃᑕᐅᔭᕆᐊᓖᑦ ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ ᐃᓐᓇᐃᑦ ᐊᖑᑎᑦ 
Hᐊᑭᖃᑦᑕᕐᓂᖏᑦ ᐅᑎᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ ᑎᓯᐱᕆ 14-ᒥ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ Hᐊᑭᖃᑦᑕᕐᓂᐅᔪᑦ Rankin Rock-ᑯᓐᓄᑦ ᓄᑕᖅᑲᓄᑦ.

ᐱᙳᐊᖅᑏᑦ ᒥᐊᓂᖅᓯᔨᖏᑦ, Hᐊᑭᖅᑐᓕᕆᓂᒃᑯᓪᓗ ᐊᖓᔪᒃᖠᕐᓄᑦ ᐊᖓᔪᖅᑳᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ Hᐊᑭᖅᑐᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ 
ᓄᑲᖅᖠᕐᓄᑦ ᐊᐅᓚᑦᑎᔨᖓ ᑕᐃᕕᑎ ᑲᓛᒃ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ Hᐊᑭᕐᓂᒃᑯᑦ ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᕈᑏᑦ ᑲᔪᓯᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᔭᓄᐊᕆ 
1-ᒥ, ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᕈᑕᐅᖃᑦᑕᕐᓂᐊᖅᑐᑦ ᕿᒥᕐᕈᔭᐅᒃᑲᓐᓂᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ.  ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ ᐅᖃᖅᑳᖅᖢᓂ, ᐅᖃᒃᑲᓐᓂᖅᖢᓂ 
ᓇᓗᓇᖅᑐᕉᖅ ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ Hᐊᑭᕐᓂᒃᑯᑦ ᐱᒡᒍᓴᐅᔾᔪᐊᖅᑐᖃᕋᔭᕐᒪᖔᑦ.

"ᓄᓇᓕᖕᒥ ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᖅᑎᑦᑎᒃᑲᓐᓂᕆᐊᖃᕐᓂᐊᖅᑐᒃᓴᐅᔪᒍᑦ ᖃᓄᖅᑑᒃᑲᓐᓂᕋᓱᒡᓗᑕᓗ ᑕᒡᕘᓇ," ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ 
ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᑲᓛᒃ.

"ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᖅ ᐱᔾᔪᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᖅ ᓄᑲᖅᖠᕐᓄᑦ Hᐊᑭᖅᑎᓄᑦ ᑮᓇᐅᔭᖅᑖᖅᓯᒪᑎᒻᒪᑕ ᓱᓕ 
ᐱᒡᒍᓴᐅᔾᔪᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᓇᔭᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᒫᓐᓇᐅᔪᖅ, ᑕᒪᓐᓇ ᐊᓯᔾᔨᙱᑉᐸᑦ, ᓇᓗᓇᕈᓐᓃᑲᐅᑎᒋᕗᖅ.

"ᐅᑕᖅᑭᔪᖓ ᓱᓕ ᑐᓴᕈᒫᕐᓂᑉᑎᓐᓄᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᑦ Hᐊᑭᒃᑯᑦ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖏᓐᓂᒃ Hᐊᑭᕐᓂᒃᑯᑦ 
ᐱᒡᒍᓴᐅᔾᔪᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᓇᔭᕐᒪᖔᑉᑕ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ, ᐱᑎᑦᑎᓂᐊᕈᑉᑕ, ᑮᓇᐅᔭᖅᑖᖅᑎᑕᐅᓂᐊᖅᐱᑖ?

ᑕᒡᕙ ᐊᑑᑎᖃᕈᑎᒋᓕᖃᑦᑕᕐᒪᒍ ᑕᒪᐃᓐᓄᑦ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓄᑦ ᑲᑎᑦᑐᓐᓇᖁᑉᓗᒋᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑭᕙᓪᓕᕐᒥᐅᑦ 
ᐱᒡᒍᓴᐅᔾᔪᐊᕈᓐᓇᖁᑉᓗᒋᑦ."

ᑲᓛᒃ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ Hᐊᑭᖅᑎᐊᓛᒃ ᒥᒃᓵᓄᑦ, ᐃᓚᖏᑦ ᐅᑭᐅᖃᑎᒌᒃᑐᑦ ᐊᕕᒃᑐᕆᐊᖃᓚᐅᕐᒪᑕ ᒪᓕᒍᓐᓇᖁᑉᓗᒋᑦ 
ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓂᒃᑯᑦ ᒪᓕᒃᑕᐅᔭᕆᐊᓕᖕᓂᒃ ᕿᓚᒥᐅᔪᒃᑯᑦ.

25-ᖏᓐᓇᐅᔪᑦ ᓯᑯᒦᑦᑕᕆᐊᖃᖃᑦᑕᓚᐅᕐᒪᑕ ᐊᑕᐅᑦᑎᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 25-ᑲᓐᓃᑦ ᑕᐅᑐᒡᓗᑎᒃ ᑕᖅᑭᒥ 
ᒪᕐᕉᖕᓂᒡᓘᓐᓃᑦ.

ᑲᓛᒃ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᐊᒥᓲᓂᖅᐹᒃᑯᑦ 25-ᖑᔭᕆᐊᓖᑦ ᐊᑯᓂᐅᓗᐊᙱᑦᑐᖅ ᑕᐃᒪᐃᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓄᑖᒥ 
ᐅᑭᐅᒥ 50-ᐅᔪᓐᓇᖅᓯᒋᑉᓗᑎᒃ.

Hᐊᑭᕕᒡᔪᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᓂᖅ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂᒃ ᐊᕕᒃᑐᖅᓯᒪᔪᓂᒃ ᐅᐃᒪᓇᖅᑐᖅ.
"ᕿᓄᐃᓵᕆᐊᖃᖅᓯᒪᔪᒍᑦ ᐃᓛᒃ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᐅᔾᔨᕈᓱᖃᑦᑕᙱᒻᒪᑕ, ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ Hᐊᑭᕕᒡᔪᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᔭᕌᖓᑉᑕ, 

ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᑎᑭᑦᑐᑦ ᑐᔪᕐᒥᕕᒃᑖᕆᐊᖃᖃᑦᑕᕐᒪᑕ.
"ᑕᒪᓐᓇ ᐊᒃᓱᕈᕐᓇᖅᑐᒃᑰᕈᑕᐅᓲᖅ ᐊᖏᕐᕋᕆᔭᐅᔪᓄᑦ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂᒃ ᓯᓂᒃᑕᕐᕕᒃᑎᑐᑦ 

ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᑐᐃᓐᓇᓕᖃᑦᑕᕐᒪᑕ.
ᑲᓛᒃ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᐅᖃᖃᑎᒌᒋᐊᖃᓕᖅᐸᑕ ᑭᕙᓪᓕᕐᒥ Hᐊᑭᕕᒡᔪᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᓂᐊᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ, ᑕᒪᕐᒥᒃ 

ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᑦ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᙱᑦᑐᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᙱᑦᑐᓕᕆᔨᕐᔪᐊᑉᓗ ᐊᖓᔪᖅᑳᖓᓄᑦ 
ᐊᖏᖅᑕᐅᔭᕆᐊᖃᕋᔭᕐᒪᑕ.

"ᕿᓄᐃᓵᑦᑎᐊᕆᐊᖃᖅᑐᒍᑦ ᓱᓇᓗᒃᑖᑦ ᑲᔪᓯᑦᑎᐊᕈᓐᓇᖁᑉᓗᒋᑦ ᓄᓇᑉᑎᓐᓂᒃ, ᐊᓯᐊᒍᒃᑲᓐᓂᖅ 
ᐱᓕᕆᔭᕆᐊᖃᕈᑉᑕᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᐅᑭᐅᖅ."

ᑲᓛᒃ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ Hᐊᑭᖅᑎᖏᒡᒎᖅ ᖃᑉᓗᓈᑦ ᓄᓇᖓᓄᑦ ᐊᐅᓪᓚᖅᑎᓐᓇᓱᖃᑦᑕᕐᒪᒋᑦ ᐅᑭᐅᑕᒫᒃᑯᑦ, ᑭᓯᐊᓂ 
ᑕᐃᒪᐃᔾᔮᙱᑦᑐᑦ ᐅᑭᐅᖅ.

ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᐱᒻᒪᕆᐊᓗᒎᖅ Hᐊᑭᖅᑎᓂᒃ ᒥᐊᓂᖅᓯᔩᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᑦᑎᐊᕋᓱᒋᐊᖃᕐᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᖁᕕᐊᓱᒃᑎᑦᑎᓗᑎᒡᓗ 
ᓄᑕᖅᑲᓂᒃ.

"ᐊᓯᐊᒍᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᔭᕆᐊᖃᕈᑉᑕ, ᑕᐃᒪᐃᓕᐅᕐᓂᐊᖅᐳᒍᑦ.
"ᖁᕕᐊᓱᒃᑎᑦᑎᔪᒪᓂᖅ ᓄᑕᖅᑲᓂᒃ ᑕᐃᒪᐅᖕᒪᑦ, Hᐃᓖ?"

Hᐊᑭᖅᑎᓂᒃ ᒥᐊᓂᖅᓯᔩᑦ ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᕈᑎᒃᓴᓂᒃ ᐃᓱᒪᒃᓴᖅᓯᐅᕈᑎᓖᑦ ᐃᑲᔫᑎᒃᓴᓂᒃ ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓂᖅ ᑕᐃᒪᐅᑎᓪᓗᒍ

Hᐊᑭᕐᓂᒃᑯᑦ ᐱᒡᒍᓴᐅᔾᔪᐊᕈᒫᖅᑐᑦ 
ᖃᑯᒎᔪᒫᕐᓂᖏᑦ ᓇᓗᓇᖅᑐᑦ

sports & recreation Îé¯≤ú & ÄÎÖ∏ÙÄÕÍ≤Ò

The relaxing of some of the 
Covid-19 restrictions saw both the 
return of games in the Rankin Inlet 
Senior Men's Hockey League on 
Dec. 14 and action in all divisions 
of the Rankin Rock minor hockey 
program.

Team coach, senior hockey exec-
utive and minor hockey executive 
member David Clark said with the 
hockey programs still going on Jan. 
1, the situation is in the process of 
being re-evaluated.

That being said, he quickly added 
that he finds it hard to believe there 
will be a tournament season in Ran-
kin this time around.

"We might have to do more local 
events and get a little bit more cre-
ative that way," said Clark.

"The No. 1 thing for minor hock-
ey events is that we haven't received 
any funding yet to host tourna-
ments at this point, so if that doesn't 
change, that pretty much sums it up 
right there.

"I'm still waiting to hear back 
from the Hockey Nunavut board to 
see if we're even going to be allowed 
to host tournaments and, if we are, 
are we going to get funding to host 
them? That's what makes it feas-
ible for all the communities to get 
together and have a little regional 
tournament."

Clark said on the minor hockey 
front, some age groups had to split 
up in order to meet the Covid guide-
lines for a period of time.

He said he had to split up his 
U9 group because they were only 
allowed to have 25 people on the 
playing surface at any one time and 

another 25 up in the stands for a 
month or two.

"Some of our groups were over 
25 and that's why they had to be 
split up.

"It was a bit of hit and miss in 
our attempts to do that fairly and 
successfully.

"Some of the coaches did it by 
birth year, but I did it based on 
skill level with my group. I told the 
parents at the beginning of the year 
we'd be doing a lot of that because 
the kids benefit from it when they're 
playing against kids at their own 
level and that's what I believe in.

"Most of the parents seemed to 
be OK with it."

Clark said the maximum 25 situ-
ation didn't last all that long and the 
new year has seen the groups return 
back to 50.

Even so, he added, hockey is still 

not where it needs to be when it 
comes to regional tournaments.

"We need to stay a little bit patient 
because the thing many people don't 
realize is, when Rankin Inlet is 
hosting all these tournaments, a lot 
of times the people coming to town 
need a place to stay.

"That puts a lot of pressure on 
homes in our community and we 
almost become a hotel service in 
that sense.

"I don't know if a lot of people 
are ready for that right now, so our 
tournament season is totally up in 
the air. I'm not sure what's going to 
happen. We'll have a better sense of 
things come a little later this month. 

"It's one of those things that 
changes from day to day. So, just 
taking it one day at a time has, kind 
of, been my motto lately. I'll try to 
do my best with whatever we can do 

for the kids."
Clark said if it were to reach the 

point where a regional event was 
discussed, everything would have 
to go through the Department of 
Health and the chief medical officer 
for approval.

"It's important for us to stay 
patient so we can make things work 
in our own community, even if we 
have to do things a little differently 
this year."

Clark said he usually tries to get 
his groups out to a tournament in 
the south every season, but that's not 
going to happen this year.

He said that makes it even more 
important for the coaches to do their 
best and make it fun for the kids.

"If that means doing different 
things, then that's what we'll do.

"Making it fun for the kids is 
what it's all about, right?"

Coaches look at different approaches to make the best of the current Covid-influenced season

Hockey tournaments up in the air 

Program instructor david 
Clark explains the next on-
ice drill to a group of U11 
players at the Northwestel 
Rankin Rock season-opening 
hockey camp in Rankin Inlet 
on Oct. 22. Covid-19 restric-
tions have forced hockey 
coaches to be creative and 
do things a little differently 
this hockey season. 

nnSl file photo

ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕈᑎᒥᒃ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᔨ ᑕᐃᕕᑎ ᑲᓛᒃ ᑐᑭᓯᑎᑦᑎᒋᐊᖅᑐᖅ ᓯᑯᒥ ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᕈᑕᐅᓂᐊᖅᑐᒥᒃ 11 ᑐᖔᓂ ᐅᑭᐅᓕᖕᓄᑦ Hᐊᑭᖅᑎᓄᑦ ᐅᖃᓘᑎᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ  Rankin Rock-ᑯᓐᓂᒃ Hᐊᑭᕐᓂᒃᑯᑦ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ ᐅᑐᐱᕆ 22-ᒥ.  ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓂᖅ -19 ᐱᔾᔪᑎᒋᑉᓗᒍ Hᐊᑭᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᒥᐊᓂᖅᓯᔨᐅᔪᑦ ᐃᓱᒪᒃᓴᖅᓯᐅᕆᐊᖃᓕᓚᐅᕐᒪᑕ ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᖅᑎᑦᑎᔭᕆᐊᒃᓴᖅ ᐊᓯᐊᒍᑦ 
Hᐊᑭᕐᓇᐅᔪᒃᑯᑦ.

by Darrell Greer
 northern news Services

Rankin Inlet
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The second intake of a recruit-
ment program aimed at increasing 
the number of Inuit officers within 
the ranks of the Nunavut RCMP 
is set to begin in Rankin Inlet this 
month.

The four-month Assisted Appli-
cation Training program is tenta-
tively set to begin on Jan. 25.

There hasn't been an Inuk RCMP 
officer go through the force's Depot 
training program in Regina, Sask., 
since 2003, and there are only three 
Inuit officers currently on the Nuna-
vut force.

Const. David Aglukark said the 
Nunavut Tunngavik Inc. initiative 
with the Makigiaqta Inuit Training 
Corp. is to enhance the preparedness 
of Inuit for employment. 

He said the RCMP is again 
pleased to be partnering with Maki-
giaqta Inuit Training Corp. and the 
Department of Family Services to 
better serve Nunavut.

"We only rolled the program out 
on Monday, Jan. 4, and we've already 
begun to see interest in it," said 
Aglukark.

"There's nothing set in stone yet – 
we still have a bit of work to do – but  
we should have a better idea of what 
we're looking at by the end of this 
week or so."

The RCMP have had many Inuit 
apply from Nunavut over the years, 
but the entrance exam has proven 
itself quite difficult for them to pass 

due to its English and math com-
ponents.

Aglukark said the new program 
will see the applicants receive lit-
eracy and numeracy training, expos-
ure to various police skills, and 
workshops on mental wellness and 
coping skills. 

He said the RCMP will undertake 
all the steps of the regular recruiting 
process during these four months to 
minimize barriers to success. 

"The goal of the program – which 
is in line with the restrictions current-
ly implemented and mandated by the 
health minister and the Government 
of Nunavut – is to have the appli-
cants ready to attend the RCMP's 
Training Academy in Regina, Sask., 
for six months of basic training.

"We ran this program here in 
Iqaluit this past year and we had 
seven applicants attend the program.

"Six of the seven applicants were 
able to pass the exam after the first 
two months of the course, which was 
a huge success and our main goal for 
the program.

"Shortly after that we assisted 
them in completing the rest of the 
application process. They were well 
on their way to doing that when we 
got hit by the pandemic this past 
March and had to send everybody 
home."

Aglugark said the running of the 
Rankin program also depends on the 
Covid situation in Nunavut.

He said, hopefully, all will go 
well with the situation and the 
RCMP will be able to run the pro-

gram as planned.
"We had four males and three 

females participate in the first 
course.

"Out of the six we had pass the 
exam, we still have one in the appli-
cation process.

"The others, for different reasons, 
aren't in the application process right 
now, but that doesn't mean they can't 
come back and continue on.

"Having passed the exam, they 
can come back at any time during 

the next five years, rejoin the process 
and go through with their applica-
tion."

Aglukark said another thing the 
program does is prepare the partici-
pants for live interviews.

He said the applicants are young 
and, as such, are not experienced 
with formal interviews or being in 
front of a panel.

"That can be very intimidating, 
so it's also the kind of stuff we're 
instructing them on.

"We let them sit in front of their 
peers and help them work through 
it so they gain some experience, 
because it's also part of the applica-
tion process.

"A lot of these kids out in the 
communities may not have gone to 
college or university where they're 
constantly writing papers, doing 
interviews and things of that nature.

"So that's also part of the instruc-
tion we want to provide in this pro-
gram."

RCMP assisted training program set to begin in Rankin Inlet this month 

Efforts to home-grow the police force

photo courtesy of RCMP

Nunavut Commissioner Nellie Kusugak, second from right, wishes good luck to RCMP Assisted 
Application Training program participants, from left, Phoebe Niviatsiak, Elisapee Maniapik, Rox-
anne Misheralak and John Voisey in Iqaluit last February.

by Darrell Greer
 northern news Services
Rankin Inlet/nunavut
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