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Covid vaccine arrives in Nunavut

Dec. 30 was a banner day in Rankin Inlet 
with the community being declared Covid-
free as the first shipment of the Moderna vac-
cination against Covid-19 arrived.

Nunavut Health Minister Lorne Kusugak 
said he believes the delivery of the vaccine 
marked the day the ball game changed against 
Covid-19.

He said he was also quite happy to 
announcement the lockdown in Rankin Inlet 
was officially over on the same day he was 
able to welcome the vaccine.

"We still can't have any more than 50 
people at public gatherings, and it's still your 
household plus 10 for indoor gatherings, but 
we're starting to get where we want to be.

"You still have to wear your mask and be 
cautious around other people, but we are now 
Covid-free in Rankin Inlet."

Kusugak said shipments of the Moderna 
vaccine landed in Rankin and Iqaluit on Dec. 
30.

He said from here, the Government of 
Nunavut's plan will kick in and the vaccine 
will be rolled out first to those most in need.

"We'll go with the Elder facilities and 
Elders first, and then we'll just keep rolling 
along from that point.

"With shipments of this amount set to 
arrive biweekly, we're hoping everyone who 
wants to be vaccinated will be done some-
where between mid-March to the end of 
March. 

"The 3,000 doses we received today is 
enough to inoculate 1,500 people, with each 
person receiving two doses.

"If everything continues to run this 
smoothly, we should be able to have the entire 
territory done in very short order."

Canada, as a nation, has been struggling 
again with Covid-19 recently, as numbers of 
confirmed cases continue to rise daily across 
the country.

Many experts cite Covid fatigue and the 
announced vaccine delivery as being the rea-
sons behind the spike in the numbers.

As Nunavut fell to just three active cases, 
Kusugak said people care about each other in 
the Kivalliq.

He said having the region's first Covid-
related deaths reported was also a huge eye  
opener for many people.

"People here care and worry about their 
neighbours, so it wasn't a what-about-me syn-
drome here, it was about people's neighbours, 
about our Elders and about the community as 
a whole – and that was the difference.

"You get down south, in many places, and 

you often get away from the community feel-
ing because people think it's not going to affect 
them with 300,000 or more people in their city.

"The party was over here when we 
announced our first Covid-related deaths. 
They struck a really deep chord with me 
personally, especially the person who passed 
away in Rankin because we had a very close 
relationship.

"Those deaths, in many ways, were when 
this all became very real for a good number 
of people. 

"Everyone suddenly realized that it wasn't 
only southern people who were going to die 

from this, but so was their neighbour."
Moving forward, Kusugak said the vac-

cine's arrival was the first step in reigniting 
the true spirit of Nunavut inside everyone.

He said if there's one positive thing that 
comes from the Covid experience, he hopes it 
will be people being able to maintain the true 
sense of community feeling that people had in 
Rankin about 25 years ago.

"We were beginning to lose that and start-
ing to get into that whole big-city-syndrome 
thing. Covid has made us realize that we're 
only as strong as our community, so people 
have begun to give more and reach out more. 

Somehow, because we had to keep at a dis-
tance, it brought us closer together again.

"We've started down that path and I sin-
cerely hope we're able to maintain it and go 
from there as we try to finally end our battle 
with Covid-19."

Shipments received in Rankin Inlet, Iqaluit

ᓇᒃᓯᐅᔾᔭᐅᔪᑦ ᐱᔭᐅᕗᑦ ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒧᑦ, ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓄᑦ
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Northern News Services
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Nunavut Health Minister Lorne Kusugak welcomes the first shipment of the Moderna vaccine against Covid-19 into 
Rankin Inlet on Dec. 30.
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ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓇᖅ-19–ᒧᑦ ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᑎᓯᐱᕆ 30–ᒥ.
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Rankin students on airwaves
As the accolades continued to come in for Darkspark's Four 

Directions Project, Rankin Inlet students were featured on the 
latest song to be released as a single from the Darkspark project.

The song, Taught by the Best, has been featured on the 
Spotify Indigenous Music playlist, which has more than 10,000 
followers, as well as Apple Music.

Living the dream
Almost a year in and things couldn't be going much better 

for small business owner Chadd Burrill of Rankin Inlet who 
is, in fact, living the dream. Burrill, 33, began living one of his 
dreams the day the hamlet approved his proposal to operate the 
state-of-the-art Slapshot Canteen at the new arena in Rankin 
Inlet in December 2019. He was given a three-year contract with 
the Hamlet of Rankin Inlet to run the canteen, with a possible 
option for a fourth year.

A stitch in time
The new year saw Baker Lake set to receive an industrial-

strength boost to its sewing abilities when two industrial sewing 
machines were donated to the Abluqta Society by Ilda Silvaroli, 
the owner of former Glebe Draperies in Ottawa.

Elder award
Monica Aqittuq Ugjuk of Rankin Inlet was named the 

recipient of the Inuit Heritage Trust's 2018/ l 9 Elders Recogni-
tion Award in recognition of her passion for Inuit culture and 
traditions, and for passing on traditional knowledge to the next 
generations through her work.

Kind gesture to Naujaat
Naujaat received an expensive used skate-sharpening 

machine that was still in great shape courtesy of Sandra and 
Bill Sterling, the owners of Overlander Sports in Yellowknife.

The couple has just purchased a new machine for their shop 
and a surprise visit by old friend Lorne Kusugak of Rankin Inlet 
led to them donating their old machine to Naujaat. 

JLM hockey champs
Eskimo Point Lumber Supply defeated Rankin Inlet 6-4 in 

the championship game to successfully defend their A Division 
title at the Calm Air Cup Jon Lindell Memorial (JLM) senior 
men's hockey tournament in Arviat.

Hydro-fibre MOU
The Kivalliq hydro-fibre link project to Manitoba received 

a positive boost when a memorandum of understanding (MOU) 
on the project was signed by the Canada Infrastructure Bank 

(CIB) on Feb. 5.
The MOU confirmed the CIB would work in an advisory 

role with the Kivalliq Inuit Association, Sakku Investments 
Corp., Anbaric Development Partners and the Ontario Teacher's 
Pension Plan on planning and development of the proposed 
project.

Warehouse fire
A fire that erupted in the KPM warehouse on Feb. 12 dealt a 

serious blow to a company in Rankin Inlet.
Rankin Fire Chief Mark Wyatt said the fire was difficult 

and dangerous to fight due to extreme cold temperatures and 
because the 60-foot by 100-foot structure was full of combust-
ibles and dangerous goods of all types.

Valentine's breakfast
Close to 200 people started their day with a full belly and 

a broad smile thanks to the return of the annual Valentine's 
Pancake Breakfast at Victor Sammurtok School in Chesterfield 
Inlet on Feb. 14. The Valentine's Pancake Breakfast, which 
began in 2002, could not be held at the school in 2019 due to the 
hepatitis outbreak that affected the community.

Program recognized
The Arviat Young Hunters program was recognized publicly 

by federal Northern Affairs Minister Daniel Vandal as being a 
leader in the community and Inuit-led climate change adapta-
tion in February.

The program, overseen by the Aqqiumavvik Society, was 
originally designed to bring youth aged 8 to 18 together with 
Elders to build cultural resilience, community wellness and 
food security through traditional hunting and survival practices.

Booze shop a go
Nunavut Finance Minister George Hickes went on the record 

on Feb. 18 in the legislative assembly to confirm Rankin Inlet 
will finally have its beer and wine store within the next calendar 
year.

Almost 75 per cent of those who cast ballots in a plebiscite 
held in Rankin in May 2017 voted in favour of the retail outlet.

Looking at opportunity
A number of organizations took part in the Kivalliq Inuit 

Association's Kivalliq Community Opportunities Fair held in 
Baker Lake on Feb. 21.

The fair was aimed at those looking for employment, stu-
dents looking for funding and/or support, anyone looking to run 
a cultural program, parents looking to invest in their children's 
future education and those wanting to start or extend their own 
business.

Holding court
Five local teams took to the court to compete in the inaug-

ural Junior NBA basketball tournament at John Arnalukjuak 
High School in Arviat from Feb. 28 to March 1.

The Nanuqs of the North defeated Team Mamba to claim the 
event's first championship banner.

Mayor passes
The entire Kivalliq region joined the community of Arviat  

in mourning the passing of Arviat Mayor Bob Leonard on 
March 4. 

One of the Kivalliq's longest serving mayors, Leonard was 
highly regarded as a municipal leader and an honest, caring 
person across the region.

AWG cancelled
Hundreds of young athletes, their coaches and families were 

deeply disappointed with the news that the 2020 Arctic Winter 
Games, scheduled to run March 15 to 21 in Whitehorse, Yukon, 
had been cancelled due to public health concerns over the 
coronavirus disease Covid-19.

School violence
The Kivalliq was rocked as news of two alleged separate 

attacks on staff members at Tuugaalik High School on Feb. 26 
and Feb. 28 spread across the region.

The first incident had a student attacking the acting princi-
pal before a group of fellow students pulled him away, while 
the Feb. 28 incident was reported to have been sparked by a 
classroom discussion on religion that got out of control when the 
teacher told the class he did not believe in God.

TTM rescheduled
The biggest hockey event of the year had to be rescheduled 

(later cancelled) this past March in Rankin Inlet due to concern 
over the rapid spread of Covid-19.

Excitement had been at a fever pitch for the first Terence 
Tootoo Memorial senior men's tournament to be played in 
Rankin's brand-new arena amid rumours of at least four former 
NHLers on their way to compete at the 2020 event.

Road blockade
A small group of concerned citizens blocked the road to 

the Meliadine gold mine on March 19 to protest Agnico Eagle 
Mines continuing to operate the mine, which many in the com-
munity felt posed the all-too-real threat of possibly contributing 
to the spread of Covid-19 to nearby Rankin Inlet.

Preparing for the worst
The hamlet of Rankin Inlet began calmly solidifying its 

defences in preparation for the arrival of the often-deadly 
invader no one in the community wanted to see – Covid-19.

A mammoth conference call to discuss the health threat was 
held between many community, regional, territorial, health, 
industry and law-enforcement officials.
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CheCking out the new digs
Young Carly Nukapiak shared a tender moment 
with mom, Pataa Nukapiak, while checking out the 
new arena in Rankin inlet on Feb. 7.

ᒪᒃᑯᒃᑐᖅ ᑳᓕ ᓄᑲᑉᐱᐊᖅ ᓇᒡᓕᒍᓱᖕᓂᖃᖅᐳᖅ 
ᐊᓈᓇᖓᓂ, ᐸᑖ ᓄᑲᑉᐱᐊᕐᒥ, ᖃᐅᔨᒋᐊᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᓄᑖᒥ 
ᐊᓐᓂᑭᑕᕐᕕᖕᒥ ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ ᕕᕈᐊᕆ 7–ᒥ.
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slapshot a 
sliCe above

Chadd Burrill pops a fresh-
ly-made pizza into the oven 
at his Slapshot Canteen 
in Rankin inlet on Jan. 17. 
The canteen was involved 
in a number of community-
driven initiatives including 
a movement of generosity 
that saw organizations and 
individuals order pizzas 
from the Slapshot Canteen 
and donate them to those 
in the community who 
might appreciate a helping 
hand in april.
NNSL file photo

ᓵᑦ ᐳᕆᐅᓪ ᐃᓕᓯᕗᖅ ᓴᓇᔭᐅᓵᖅᑐᒥ ᐲᑦᓴᒥ ᐃᒐᒧᑦ Slapshot ᓂᐅᕕᕐᕕᕋᓛᖓᓂ ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ ᔭᓄᐊᕆ 17–ᒥ.

Kivalliq News: 2020 Year in Review
Looking back on the top stories from a year like no other
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ᑎᓯᐱᕆ 30 ᐊᐅᓚᖁᑎᒥᒃ ᐅᓪᓘᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 
ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ ᓄᓇᓕᒃ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᐅᓪᓗᓂ 
ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓇᖃᕈᓐᓃᕐᓂᐊᓂ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᖑᔪᒥ 
ᓇᒃᓯᐅᔾᔪᓯᐊᖅ ᒪᑑᕐᓇ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᓕᕇᒃᑯᑎᒥ 
ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓇᖅ-19–ᒧᑦ ᑎᑭᓐᓇᒥ.

ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᙱᑦᑐᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ 
ᒥᓂᔅᑕᖓ ᓗᐊᓐ ᑯᓱᒐᖅ ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 
ᐅᒃᐱᕈᓱᖕᓂᖓᓂ ᐊᒡᔭᖅᑕᐅᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᓕᕇᒃᑯᑎᒥ 
ᓇᓗᓇᐃᖅᓯᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐅᓪᓗᖓᓂ ᐊᖅᓴᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᐱᙳᐊᕐᓂᖅ ᐊᓯᔾᔨᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓇᖅ-19–ᒧᑦ.

ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᖁᕕᐊᓱᕐᔪᐊᓚᐅᕐᓂᖓᓂ 
ᐅᖃᐅᓯᖃᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐊᓂᑦᑕᐃᓕᒪᔭᕆᐊᖃᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ ᐃᓱᓕᓪᓚᕆᖕᓂᖓᓂ 
ᑕᐃᑲᓂᑦᑕᐃᓐᓇᖅ ᐅᓪᓘᔪᒥ 
ᑐᙵᓱᒃᑎᑦᑎᔪᓐᓇᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᓕᕇᒃᑯᑎᒥᑦ.

"ᓱᓕ 50 ᐅᖓᑖᓂ ᐃᓄᓕᒫᓄᑦ 
ᑲᑎᙵᓂᖃᕆᐊᖃᙱᓚᑦ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓱᓕ 
ᐊᖏᕐᕋᒥᐅᑕᕐᓂᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 10–ᑲᓐᓂᕐᓂ 
ᐃᒡᓘᑉ ᐃᓗᐊᓂ ᑲᑎᓐᓂᐅᔪᓄᑦ, ᑭᓯᐊᓂ 
ᐅᐸᒍᒪᔭᑦᑎᓐᓄᐊᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᕗᒍᑦ.

"ᓱᓕ ᒪᑐᐊᖅᓯᒪᔭᕆᐊᖃᖅᐳᓯ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᐅᔾᔨᖅᓱᑦᑎᐊᕐᓗᓯ ᐊᓯᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᐃᓄᖕᓃᑎᓪᓗᑎᑦ, 
ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓇᖃᕈᓐᓃᖅᐳᒍᑦ ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ."

ᑯᓱᒐᖅ ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᓇᒃᓯᐅᔾᔭᐅᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᒪᑑᕐᓇ 
ᐋᓐᓂᐊᓕᕇᒃᑯᑎᓂ ᑎᑭᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓄᑦ ᑎᓯᐱᕆ 30–ᒥ.

ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐅᕙᙵᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᑦ 
ᐸᕐᓇᐅᑎᖓ ᐱᒋᐊᕐᓂᐊᖅᐳᖅ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᓕᕇᒃᑯᑎ 
ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᕙᓪᓕᐊᓂᐊᖅᐳᖅ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᒥ 
ᑕᐃᒃᑯᓄᖓ ᐱᔭᕆᐊᖃᓛᖑᔪᓄᑦ.

"ᐃᓄᑐᖃᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᕐᔪᐊᖓᓄᐊᕐᓂᐊᖅᐳᒍᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐃᓄᑐᖃᕐᓂ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᐅᓗᑎᒃ, ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᓱᐊᓛᒃ 
ᐃᖏᕐᕋᐃᓐᓇᕐᓂᐊᖅᐳᒍᑦ ᑕᐃᑲᙵᑦ.

"ᓇᒃᓯᐅᔾᔭᐅᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ ᐅᓄᕐᓂᐅᔪᓂ 
ᑎᑭᖃᑦᑕᕐᓂᐊᖅᐳᑦ ᐱᓇᓱᐊᕈᓰᑦ ᒪᕐᕉᒃ ᐊᓂᒍᕌᖓᑦ, 
ᓂᕆᐅᒃᐳᒍᑦ ᑭᒃᑯᓕᒫᑦ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᓕᕇᒃᑯᑎᖅᑕᐅᔪᒪᔪᓂ 
ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᓂᐊᖅᐳᑦ ᑕᐃᑲᓂ ᒫᔾᔨᐅᑉ–ᕿᑎᖅᐸᓯᐊᓂ 
ᑕᐃᑯᖓ ᒫᔾᔨᐅᑉ ᓄᙳᐊᓄᑦ. 3,000–ᖑᔪᑦ 
ᐃᓅᓕᓴᐅᑎᑦ ᐱᔭᕗᑦ ᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᓈᒻᒪᒃᐳᖅ 
ᐃᓅᓕᓴᐃᓂᕐᒧᑦ 1,500–ᓂ ᐃᓄᖕᓂ, ᐊᑐᓂ ᐃᓄᒃ 
ᑲᐱᔭᐅᓂᐊᕐᓗᓂ ᒪᕐᕈᐃᖅᓱᖅᑕᐅᓗᑎᒃ.

"ᑭᓱᓕᒫᑦ ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ ᐊᐅᓚᑦᑎᐊᖏᓐᓇᖅᐸᑕ, 
ᓄᓇᕗᓕᒫᒥ ᐱᔭᕇᕈᓐᓇᕐᓂᐊᖅᐸᕗᑦ ᕿᓚᒥᑯᓗᒃ."

ᑲᓇᑕ, ᑕᒪᒃᑭᐅᒪᓪᓗᓂ, ᐊᒃᓱᕈᖅᓯᒪᒃᑲᓐᓂᖅᓯᒪᕗᑦ 

ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓇᖅ-19–ᒥ ᒫᓐᓇᓕᓴᐅᔪᒥ, ᐅᓄᕐᓂᐅᔪᑦ 
ᓇᓗᓇᐃᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᓂ ᐱᖃᕐᓂᕋᖅᑕᐅᔪᓂ 
ᖁᑦᑎᒃᓯᕙᓪᓕᐊᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᖃᐅᑕᒫᒥ ᑲᓇᑕᓕᒫᒥ.

ᐊᒥᓱᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᒪᔨᕐᔪᐊᖑᔪᑦ ᐅᖃᖅᐳᑦ 
ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓇᕐᒧᑦ ᑕᖃᕐᔪᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ; 
ᐅᖃᐅᓯᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᓕᕇᒃᑯᑎᒧᑦ ᑐᓂᓯᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐱᔾᔪᑕᐅᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᖁᕝᕙᕆᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐅᓄᕐᓂᐅᔪᓄᑦ.

ᓄᓇᕗᑦ ᑲᑕᒃᖢᓂ ᐱᖓᓱᑐᐃᓐᓇᕐᓄᑦ ᐱᖃᖅᑐᓂ, 
ᑯᓱᒐᖅ ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᓇᒡᓕᒌᖃᑦᑕᐅᑎᕗᑦ 
ᑭᕙᓪᓕᕐᒥ.

ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐊᕕᒃᑐᖅᓯᒪᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᖑᔪᒥ ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓇᕐᒧᑦ-ᐱᔾᔪᑎᓕᖕᒥ 
ᑐᖁᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᐊᖏᔪᒥ ᐃᔨᓂᑦ ᒪᑐᐃᖅᓯᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐊᒥᓱᓄᑦ ᐃᓄᖕᓄᑦ.

"ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᐅᕙᓂ ᓇᒡᓕᒍᓱᒃᐳᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᕿᒃᓵᓲᖑᕗᑦ ᓴᓂᓕᖏᓐᓂ, ᑕᐃᒫᒃ 
ᐃᒪᓐᓇᐅᓚᐅᙱᓚᖅ ᐅᕙᖓᓕ ᓇᓗᓇᐃᖅᓯᔾᔪᑎᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐅᕙᓂ, ᐱᔾᔪᑎᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᓴᓂᓕᖏᓐᓂ, 
ᐃᓄᑐᖃᑦᑎᓐᓂ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ ᐃᓗᐃᑦᑑᓪᓗᓂ – 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑕᒪᓐᓇ ᐃᑲᔪᕐᓂᖃᕐᔪᐊᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ.

"ᖃᓪᓗᓈᑦ ᓄᓇᖓᓐᓄᐊᖅᖢᓂ, ᐊᒥᓱᓂ 
ᐃᓂᐅᔪᓂ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᕿᒪᐃᒐᔪᖕᓇᖅᐳᖅ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ 
ᐃᒃᐱᒋᔭᐅᓂᐅᕙᒃᑐᓂ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᐃᓱᒪᖕᒪᑕ 
ᐊᒃᑐᖅᑕᐅᔾᔮᙱᓐᓂᖏᓐᓂ 300,000 
ᐅᖓᑖᓄᓪᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᐃᓄᖃᖅᑐᓂ ᓄᓇᓕᐸᐅᔭᖓᓐᓂ. 
ᐹᑎᕐᓂᐅᔪᖅ ᐊᓂᒍᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᑕᒫᓂ 
ᐅᖃᐅᓯᕆᒐᑦᑎᒍᑦ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᒥ ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓇᕐᒧᑦ-
ᐱᔾᔪᑎᓕᖕᓂ ᐃᓅᔪᓐᓃᕐᓂᐅᔪᓂ. ᐃᓗᑐᔪᒥ 
ᐊᒃᑐᖅᓯᓂᖃᕐᔪᐊᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐅᕙᓐᓂᑦ ᓇᖕᒥᓂᖅ, 
ᐱᓗᐊᖅᑐᒥ ᐃᓄᒃ ᐃᓅᔪᓐᓃᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ 
ᐱᖃᓐᓇᕆᕕᒡᔪᐊᓚᐅᕋᒃᑯ.

"ᑕᐃᒃᑯᐊ ᐃᓅᔪᓐᓃᕐᓂᐅᔪᑦ ᐊᒥᓱᓂ 
ᖃᓄᐃᓐᓂᐅᔪᓄᑦ, ᑕᒪᓐᓇ ᐱᓪᓚᕆᙳᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 
ᐊᒥᓱᓄᑦ ᐃᓄᖕᓄᑦ. ᑭᒃᑯᓕᒫᑦ ᐅᔾᔨᕆᓕᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ 
ᖃᓪᓗᓈᓂ ᓄᓇᖓᓐᓂᑐᐃᓐᓇᐅᙱᓐᓂᖓᓂ 
ᐃᓅᔪᓐᓃᕐᓂᐊᖅᑐᓄᑦ ᑖᔅᓱᒪᙵᑦ, ᑭᓯᐊᓂᑦᑕᐅᖅ 
ᓴᓂᓕᖏᑦ."

ᓯᕗᒻᒧᑦ ᐃᖏᕐᕋᓂᕐᒧᑦ, ᑯᓱᒐᖅ ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 
ᐋᓐᓂᐊᓕᕇᒃᑯᑎᐅᑉ ᑎᑭᓐᓂᖓᓂ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐸᐅᓪᓗᓂ 
ᐱᓕᕆᓂᐅᕗᖅ ᐃᑭᑎᑦᑎᒃᑲᓐᓂᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ 

ᑕᕐᓂᓪᓚᕆᐅᔪᒥ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᐃᓗᐊᓃᑦᑐᒥ 
ᑭᒃᑯᓕᒫᓂᑦ.

ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐊᑕᐅᓯᕐᒥ ᐱᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐊᓂᔪᖃᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓇᕐᒧᑦ ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᓂᑯᓂ, 
ᑕᕝᕙᑐᖅ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᐋᖅᑭᐅᒪᑎᑦᑎᔪᓐᓇᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂ 
ᓱᓕᓪᓚᕆᒃᑐᒥ ᐃᒃᐱᒍᓱᓪᓚᕆᖕᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ 
ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᐱᖃᓚᐅᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ 
ᖄᖏᖅᓯᒪᐸᓗᓕᖅᑐᓂ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᓂ 25–ᓂ.

"ᐊᓯᐅᔨᕙᓪᓕᐊᓕᓚᐅᖅᐸᕗᑦ ᑕᒪᓐᓇ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᐱᒋᐊᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᓕᖅᖢᑕ ᑕᐃᔅᓱᒥᖓ ᓄᓇᓕᐸᐅᔭᒥ–
ᓇᓗᓇᐃᖅᓯᔾᔪᑎᐅᔪᒥ ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇᒐᓚᒃ.

"ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓇᖅ ᐅᕙᑦᑎᓐᓂ ᐅᔾᔨᕈᓱᒃᑎᑦᑎᓯᒪᕗᖅ 
ᓴᙱᑐᐃᓐᓇᖅᐳᒍᑦ ᓄᓇᓕᖃᕐᓗᑕ, ᑕᐃᒫᒃ 
ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᑐᓂᓯᒃᑲᓐᓂᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᓯᒪᕗᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᐃᓴᒃᑲᓐᓂᖅᓯᒪᓕᕆᕗᑦ.

"ᑕᐃᑯᖓ ᐊᖅᑯᑕᐅᔪᒥ ᐱᒋᐊᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᓕᖅᐳᒍᑦ 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑕᐃᒪᑐᖅ ᐋᖅᑭᐅᒪᑏᓐᓇᕈᓐᓇᕐᓂᐊᖅᐸᕗᑦ 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐃᖏᕐᕋᐃᓐᓇᕐᓗᑕ ᐊᓱᐃᓛᒃ 
ᐃᓱᓕᑦᑎᓇᓱᐊᕐᓂᑦᑎᓐᓂ ᐅᓇᑕᕐᓂᑦᑎᓐᓂ 
ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓇᖅ-19–ᒧᑦ."

ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓇᕐᒧᑦ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᓕᕇᒃᑯᑎᑦ ᑎᑭᑉᐳᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒧᑦ
ᓇᒃᓯᐅᔾᔭᐅᔪᑦ ᐱᔭᐅᕗᑦ ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒧᑦ, ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓄᑦ

Nunavut Premier Joe Savika-
taaq (Left) and Chief Public 
Health Officer Dr. Michael Pat-
terson give a thumbs up as 
the Moderna Covid-19 vaccine 
arrives off the plane at the Iqal-
uit Airport. 

Joe Savikataaq/Facebook photo 
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Mini projeCts  
Making MerriMent

elders Harry and Phillipa aggark are all smiles after 
receiving an easter gift package sent to every elder 
in the community courtesy of the Northern Canada 
Mini Projects Facebook group in Chesterfield inlet 
on april 3. 

ᐃᓄᑐᖃᑦ ᕼᐃᐊᕆ ᐊᒻᒪ ᕕᓕᐸ ᐊᒡᒐᖅ ᖁᖓᔮᕐᔪᐊᖅᐳᑦ 
ᐱᓚᐅᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᒪᑭᕝᕕᐊᓂ ᖁᕕᐊᓲᓯᐊᒥᓂᑦ 
ᓇᒃᓯᐅᔾᔭᐅᔪᓄᑦ ᐃᓄᑐᖃᓕᒫᓄᑦ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ ᖁᔭᓐᓇᒦᒃ 
ᐅᐊᖕᓇᒥ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒃᓴᕋᓛᓂᑦ ᕙᐃᔅᐳᒃᑯᑦ 
ᑲᑎᙵᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐃᒡᓗᓕᒑᕐᔪᖕᒥ ᐊᐃᑉᕆᓕ 3–ᒥ.

Mine goes into lockdown
April 1 was the third day of a complete 28-day lockdown at 

the Meliadine gold mine that Agnico Eagle Mines made effect-
ive on March 30. The company also announced all personnel 
required for the operation of the site would remain at Meliadine 
and, except for emergency situations, no crew change would be 
performed during the lockdown.

Virus testing pilot project
Due to the remote nature of its Nunavut operations – requir-

ing frequent travelling and the accommodation of employees in 
camp facilities – Agnico Eagle Mines announced on April 5 that 
it was moving forward with a pilot project to implement Covid-
19 laboratory testing at the sites to provide a rapid and accurate 
test to its employees working at its Nunavut mines and to help 
protect surrounding communities.

Jigging goes viral
A most welcome and fun break from the self-isolation dol-

drums of battling Covid-19 came about and went viral when 
Robert Kabvitok put the call out for jigging videos to be posted 
online to help his dad, Jack, celebrate his 81st birthday in Ran-
kin Inlet on April 18.

Schools close 
Citing the well-being and success of Nunavut's children and 

youth as the top priority, Education Minister David Joanasie 

announced on April 17 the territory schools will stay closed to 
students for the rest of the 2019-20 school year.

Skills Challenge
Skills Canada Nunavut launched the At Home Skills Chal-

lenge each Monday as a way to continue in its efforts to help 
students learn skills in the trades, services and technology sec-
tors in wake of the closure of all Nunavut schools for the rest of 
the 2019-2020 school year due to Covid-19.

apRIl    ᐃᐳᓗ

Please see MAY, page 4
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Birthday drive-bys
Members of the Rankin Inlet Fire Department began spread-

ing a little joy among kids forced to skip their birthday party due 
to the Covid-19 pandemic  – and some Elders too.

Rankin Fire Chief Mark Wyatt got the idea for the drive-by 
birthday visits from departments in the south he saw that had 
launched the initiative.

Ready to go
The construction of the fire-training building that Rankin 

Inlet Fire Chief Mark Wyatt said will revolutionize firefighter 
training in Nunavut was ready to head North – expected to 
arrive in Rankin on the season's first barge, be assembled and 
ready to go by the end of July.

Derby time
Spirits were high as folks begin heading-out for the annual 

May fishing derbies in Rankin Inlet after hamlet council 
approved them with the condition they would be revisited if a 
confirmed case of Covid-19 were to occur in the community 
before they started.

One such event was Arviat's annual Ugly Fish Derby from 
May 21 until May 24. Registration to this year's derby during the 
Covid-19 era was made free courtesy of the hamlet of Arviat.

Meals on wheels
It was meals on wheels when a pair of master chefs prepared 

the traditional meals and two trucks delivered them to commun-
ity members who would have usually attended the Qilautimiut 
feast and games in Baker Lake on May 9. The hamlet also held 
its fishing derby on the Victoria Day long weekend from May 
15 to 18.

GN backtracks
The Government of Nunavut reversed its earlier decision 

to charge $2,100 per individual and $1,050 for each additional 
family member during the mandatory 14-day isolation stays 
for residents returning to the territory, and would continue to 
cover those costs as long as mandatory isolation for residents 
returning to the territory is in place.

New bikes
There was no shortage of smiling faces when 50 kids 

received brand-new bicycles in Rankin Inlet as part of the 
hamlet's attempt to do something special for them after having 
to cancel many activities that usually would have been held in 
connection with Pakallak Tyme during this time of year.

Another 42 youths aged 11 to 14 had a new ride following 
a bicycle giveaway sponsored by Agnico Eagle Mines and the 
Hamlet of Rankin Inlet at Rankin's community recreation hall 
on July 8.

An artist's journey
The world of art often revolves around creativity, expression, 

interpretation and communication, regardless of the medium 
through which it's presented.

For Arviat's Charlotte Karetak, 25, the art of creativity, itself, 
is on a journey with her, having been born through the love of 
a grandmother, openly expressed through opportunity, being a 
constant companion in a personal space dedicated to its persis-
tent need to simply be, and moving towards the age of digital 
beauty created on an iPad.

Voice commemorated
The man behind the microphone finally came home again to 

Rankin Inlet – and he must surely have marvelled at his posh 

new surroundings. For years the voice of local hockey, the late 
Jose Kusugak had a commemorative plaque unveiled naming 
the broadcast booth at the new Rankin Inlet arena in his honour.

RCMP Inuit recruiting
The second intake of a recruitment program aimed at 

increasing the number of Inuit police officers within the ranks 
of the RCMP in Nunavut may be coming to Rankin Inlet during 
the spring of 2021, said Staff Sgt. Denis Lambe, who has super-
vised the recruiting section for the past three years.

Outstanding young woman
Tracy Nateela of Baker Lake was named winner of the 2020 

Outstanding Young Woman's Award by the Qulliq Status of 
Women Council on June 16.

The council stated that Nateela received the award for chal-
lenging the status quo of what it means to be a woman.

Impressive student
The awards kept coming for Rankin Inlet's Krista Zawadski 

when she got the nod for a POLAR Northern Resident Scholar-
ship of $10,000 in June.

Zawadski, who has finished her second year of a five-year 
program at Carleton University in Ottawa, chasing her PhD in 
cultural mediations, was one of only 11 students to receive a 
scholarship from the Association of Canadian Universities for 
Northern Studies.

Arviat's Class of 2020
June saw a community come together amid the challenging 

conditions of Covid-19 to give 40 students in the Class of 2020 
the best graduation it could at Arviat's John Arnalukjuak High 
School on June 19.

Airline support
As of June 9, the Government of Nunavut (GN) had pro-

vided $24 million to Calm Air and Canadian North during the 
ongoing Covid-19 pandemic to help support the two airlines.

At the time, the GN had provided more than $15 million in 
support to Canadian North and $8.9 million to Calm Air.

We will be heard
Horns blared support for those out protesting the lack of 

mental-health services available in their community at the 
main four-way stop in downtown Rankin Inlet for a couple of 
days this past summer. 

Tiana Gordon, 23, of Rankin started the ball rolling when 
she held a suicide awareness demonstration in Rankin on June 
19 which inspired Alanna Copland and Jo Ellen Pameolik (both 
from Arviat and now living in Iqaluit) to organize a Nunavut-
wide peaceful protest a week later.

Looking at Nunavut's past
Lorne Kusugak has a unique perspective on Nunavut's path 

during the past 21 years, having viewed them through the eyes 
of a father, an informed and involved citizen, a voice on CBC 
Radio, a municipal mayor, an MLA and a territorial minister.

In an exclusive interview with Kivalliq News, Kusugak said 
Nunavut, itself, brought the biggest change one could imagine 
– a territorial government in which the majority is comprised 
of those born and raised within its borders.

Searching for clues
There was plenty of activity this past summer revolving 

around ecosystem research, thanks to a $600,000 grant for 
community-based research obtained by the Kivalliq Wildlife 
Board (KWB).

KWB research co-ordinator Clayton Tartak said the research 
will mostly be used to help build local capacity for monitoring 
climate, wildlife and people in Rankin Inlet.

photo courtesy of Gord Billard

grad parades were all the rage
John arnalukjuak High School graduate william Suluk celebrates getting his diploma before entering the 
parade with a special chauffeur, his mom, eva Suluk, in arviat on June 19. 

ᔮᓐ ᐊᕐᓇᓗᒃᔪᐊᖅ ᖁᑦᑎᒃᑐᒥ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖕᒥ ᐃᓱᓕᑦᑎᔪᖅ ᐅᐃᓕᐊᒻ ᓱᓗᒃ ᖁᕕᐊᓱᒃᐳᖅ ᐱᓂᖓᓂ ᐃᓱᓕᔾᔪᑎᖓᓐᓂ ᐸᐃᑉᐹᒥ 
ᐃᓯᓚᐅᖅᑳᕋᓂ ᐃᖏᕐᕋᔾᔪᑎᓂ ᐃᖏᕐᕋᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᐊᖁᑎᑦᑎᐊᕙᖃᖅᖢᓂ, ᐊᓈᓇᒥᓂ, ᐄᕙ ᓱᓗᖕᒥ, ᐊᕐᕕᐊᓂ ᔫᓂ 19–ᒥ. 

Please see Petition, page 5

photo courtesy of Noel kaludjak

newly ordained
Paul Pudlat of Coral Harbour was ordained as an 
anglican deacon in Rankin inlet on July 23.

ᐹᓪ ᐳᓪᓚᑦ ᓴᓪᓕᒥᐅᑕᖅ ᐊᔪᕆᖅᓱᐃᔨᙳᖅᑎᑕᐅᕗᖅ 
ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ ᔪᓚᐃ 23–ᒥ.

May    ØÄ
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Well, valued readers, here we are 
finally in the brand-new calendar 
year of 2021, and what a crazy year 
2020 was now that we get to leave it 
behind in the rear-view mirror.

Looking back at 2020 is not a par-
ticularly easy thing to do.

Once one finally gets to leave it 
behind, one does not have any press-
ing desire to revisit it anytime soon, 
if at all.

If I had a toonie for every time I've 
written Covid or pandemic during the 
past 10 months, I'd have no real rea-
son to work again in my life and I'd 
need a very, very big truck to get my 
toonies to the nearest bank.

It wasn't all about Covid though, 
even if it took up a disproportional 
amount of our time, changed the 
world forever and, here at home, 
broke the hearts of many young ath-
letes and their coaches by forcing the 
cancellation of the 2020 Arctic Winter 
Games in Whitehorse, Yukon.

On Feb. 5 a long-awaited project 
here in the Kivalliq took another small 
step forward after a memorandum of 
understanding on the Kivalliq hydro-
fibre link project to Manitoba was 
signed by Canada Infrastructure Bank.

The project was one that was 
especially important for former  
Kivalliq Inuit Association president 
David Ningeongan and if and when 
this project does come together, it 
will mean better service at a  
cheaper cost for most folks across 

the Kivalliq.
A win-win situation for everyone. 

Here's hoping the Kivalliq hydro-fibre 
link project to Manitoba takes yet 
another major step forward during 
2021.

The year 2020 also saw 
the Kivalliq say goodbye to 
one of its longest-serving 
and most-outstanding com-
munity leaders when Arviat 
Mayor Bob Leonard passed 
away on March 4.

One of the Kivalliq's 
longest serving may-
ors, Leonard was highly 
regarded as a municipal 
leader and an honest, car-
ing person across the region. 

Leonard's fifth-consecutive elec-
tion win took place on Oct. 28. He 
will be fondly remembered as a 
mayor who loved the community he 
served and a community leader who 
treated everyone equally and with 
respect. 

The month of June brought with it 
an end of an era in Baker Lake when 
the husband-and-wife team of Jim 
and Laurel Kreuger took off for Sas-
katoon, Sask., on June 11 for a new 
beginning after spending 27 years in 
Baker Lake.

Jim was as well known for his 
work with the Baker Lake Minor 
Hockey Association as he was for 
teaching, being awarded the First 
Air President's Award of Excellence 
by the Recreation and Parks Asso-

ciation of Nunavut for his work with 
minor hockey in Baker.

The couple were well liked in the 
community and their absence is sure 
to be felt in Baker Lake for a good 

long time.
For all the negatives 

surrounding education dur-
ing the past six months 
of 2020 due to the uncer-
tainty of Covid-19, things 
were just fine in Coral Har-
bour. 

A record number of 
students graduated from 
Sakku School in Coral Har-
bour when a total of 17 stu-
dents received their Grade 

12 diplomas on Aug. 21.
The year also saw well-known 

Baker Lake businessman Peter (Sha-
mou) Tapatai receive the territory's 
highest honour when he was named 
to the Order of Nunavut for 2020 in 
September, and the new regional 
firefighter training centre would 
open its doors for the very first time 
almost at the same time in Rankin 
Inlet.

So, for all the attention on Covid-
19 during the year, life did go on 
across the Kivalliq region in 2020 
and it produced its fair share of 
memorable moments.

Here's hoping 2021 provides more 
of the uplifting kind.

Happy New Year to everyone in the 
Kivalliq. 

May 2021 be your best year yet.
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Petition of protest
July saw a petition started by the Kangiqliniq 

Hunters and Trappers Organization looking to 
end the efforts of Agnico Eagle Mines to amend 
permits to allow for the building of a 42-km 
pipeline between the Meliadine gold mine and 
Itivia Harbour in Rankin Inlet garner more than 
600 signatures.

The planned pipeline will transport large 
amounts of saline effluent from the mine to 
Itivia to be discharged into the bay.

Freezer down
July saw all the country food stored in the 

community freezer in Barker Lake become 
spoiled and no longer safe for human consump-
tion when the freezer failed.

The spoiled food was picked up by municipal 
services and done away with at the local dump.

Pipeline halted
Agnico Eagle halted its plans to build a pipe-

line from its Meliadine mine.
The board's decision, posted in a letter online 

July 17, states the company's request to build 
two pipelines to discharge saline water from the 
underground mine lacked sufficient information.

Baker canoeists saved  
by tanker crew

Two Baker Lake men are fortunate to be alive 
after they were rescued by the crew of the Tuvak 
W oil tanker on July 23.

The two men were spotted by a crew from 
the ship who were travelling to shore on a small 
work boat about 15 minutes after their canoe 
flipped in the frigid waters about one kilometer 
off shore

The crew members were able to reach the two 
Baker men, lift them  from the water and take 
them safely back to their ship.

MLA acclaimed in Baker
Craig Simailak was looking to become a 

voice for the people of Baker Lake after he was 
acclaimed as MLA this past July.

Simailak was the only candidate to submit an 
application to run for office in the lead up to the 
byelection to replace Simeon Mikkungwak, who 
announced his resignation as Baker Lake's MLA 
in February.

Top of their classes
The 11 graduating students at Jonah Amitnaaq 

Secondary School took turns accepting their dip-
lomas one by one with their immediate family 
present this past August.

The grads also had pre-recorded messages 
played from the education minister, as well as the 
class valedictorian, due to the Covid-19 protocols 
in place.

A record number of students graduated from 
Sakku School in Coral Harbour when a total of 
17 students received their Grade 12 diplomas on 

Searching, from page 4

Making Mikku
Christine worr, left, and 
katelyn Polewski watch 
as Rosemary Sandy pre-
pares part of the caribou 
for making mikku at a 
Nunavut Parks' Learn To 
event hosted at elder's 
Cabin outside Rankin 
inlet this past august.
photo courtesy of augtannaq eccles

ᑯᕆᔅᑏᓐ ᐅᐊᕐ, ᓴᐅᒥᖕᒥ, 
ᐊᒻᒪ ᑲᐃᑦᓕᓐ ᐳᓕᐅᔅᑭ 
ᖁᙱᐊᖅᐳᑦ ᕉᔅᒥᐊᕆ 
ᓵᓐᑎ ᐸᕐᓇᐃᑎᓪᓗᒍ 
ᐃᓚᖓᓐᓂ ᑐᒃᑐᒥ 
ᒥᒃᑯᓕᐅᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ 
ᒥ ᕐ ᙳ ᐃ ᖅ ᓯ ᕐ ᕕ ᖕ ᒧ ᑦ 
ᐃ ᓕ ᑦ ᑎ ᓂ ᐅ ᔪ ᒥ 
ᖃ ᓄ ᐃ ᓕ ᐅ ᕐ ᓂ ᐅ ᔪ ᒥ 
ᑲᒪᒋᔭᐅᔪᒥ ᐃᓄᑐᖃᑦ 
ᐃ ᒡ ᓗ ᕋ ᓛ ᖓ ᓂ 
ᐋᒍᔅᑎᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ.

Please see Some, page 6
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Aug. 21. The community celebrated with a parade and dance 
before capping off the evening with a bonfire outside of the 
community.

Nunavut MP takes aim at feds
Nunavut MP Mumilaaq Qaqqaq had strong words for the 

federal government in the midst of a housing tour of the territory 
to document dire housing conditions this past August.

Coral Harbour and Naujaat were among the communities 
Qaqqaq toured, and she produced a photo of a Coral home 
suffering from heavy mould and water damage.

"Some of the homes I've been to I'm just describing as mould 
boxes," said Qaqqaq. "You can smell it as soon as you walk 
through the door. The extent that the Canadian government has 
allowed this to continue is disgusting,"

Best friends start carpentry company
Necessity was indeed the mother of invention that led best 

friends Daniel Alagalak and Samuel Karetak to start their 
own carpentry business, Arviat Off-Grid General Contractors, 
shortly after the Covid pandemic began.

Since they started the company, the two have been involved 
with home renovations, repairs and building small items like 
picnic tables and gun racks. 

By mid-August they had completed between 15 and 20 pro-
jects, as they worked towards their company dream of building 
affordable houses.

Testing trade waters
A special three-day workshop put on by Skills Canada 

Nunavut saw a total of 30 female students between Grades 9 
and 12, as well as some recent graduates, from 15 communities 
across Nunavut descended upon Rankin Inlet this past August 
to introduce themselves to trades training.

Losing a piece of the past
Whale Cove lost a part of its history when the community's 

first-ever church was demolished this past September. It had 
fallen into disrepair since last being used about a decade ago.

The Anglican Church was originally located at Tavani in the 
1950s, but was disassembled and moved to Whale Cove by dog 
team when the community began to take shape.

Close call on perishable goods
Staff and community members worked together to keep 

thousands of dollars worth of food from going bad when three-
phase power was lost to the Northern store in Rankin Inlet early 
on the morning of Sept. 1. 

Staff members closed the store and, with help from the 
community, managed to save 20,000 pounds of temperature-
sensitive product, including medication.

The store also donated about $10,000 worth of perishables to 
families and organizations within the town.

Literacy award winner
Charmaine Okatsiak of Rankin Inlet was named Nunavut's 

2020 Council of the Federation Literacy Award recipient this 
past September in Iqaluit.

Okatsiak comes by her passion for helping youth learn and 
speak Inuktitut honestly, with her mother being an Inuktitut 
teacher and her father a youth program co-ordinator.

Order of Nunavut
Well-known Baker Lake businessman Peter (Shamou) Tapa-

tai received the territory's highest honour when he was named to 
the Order of Nunavut for 2020 this past September.

Tapatai, who has run his own successful Peter's Expediting 
business for the past 22 years, remains incredibly well known 
for his fictional character, Super Shamou, and his contributions 
to the Inuit Broadcasting Corp.

Tapatai said he was deeply honoured and humbled to have 
such an honour bestowed upon him.

Board members in Baker
The Abluqta Society of Baker Lake elected its new board 

members during its annual general meeting in Baker this past 
October. Voted in are Silas Arngna'naaq (chair), Lianna Pattun-
guyak (vice chair), Lionel Quinangnaq and Valerie Wells-Dorey 
(treasurers), Erin Strachan (secretary), Viola Haqpi (member at 
large) and Trisha Makpah (funding representative).

System leak
Qulliq Energy Corp. informed the residents of Rankin Inlet 

that an environmental investigation along Kivalliq Street found 
propylene glycol was below laboratory detection limits in soil, 
groundwater and surface water where sampling took place.

The investigation was completed following a leak in 
the corporation's district heating system in the fall of 2019.  

Water treatment improvements coming
Community and Government Services Minister Lorne 

Kusugak announced that planning and design for the commun-
ity of Whale Cove's new water treatment plant will begin in the 
coming new year during the Oct. 22 sitting of the legislative 
assembly. 

MLA removed from cabinet
Aivilik MLA Patterk Netser of Coral Harbour was success-

fully removed from the Nunavut cabinet on Oct. 23 by a vote 
of 14-3. Netser had been stripped of his cabinet portfolios by 
Premier Joe Savikataaq after he had questioned why supporters 
of Black Lives Matter have so many abortions, adding the mes-
sage that All Lives Matter to his post.

Man charged in fatality
A 27-year-old Arviat man was charged with dangerous oper-

ation of a motor vehicle causing death and failing to remain at 
the scene of an accident after his ATV fatally struck and killed 
a young child in the community on Oct. 23.

Hunter's joy
It was all Hamish Mamgark, 20, could do not to break into a 

jig on the spot when he found out his name had been pulled as 
the first alternate in the polar bear tag draw in Arviat. The lucky 
draw resulted in Mamgark harvesting his first nanuq on Nov. 1.

Lady Luck's favourite
Rankin Inlet's Hilarie Makpah made a believer out of every-

one in her community when it comes to Lady Luck's favourite 

Elder, when she drew the Ace of Spades on the first night of 
a new Chase the Ace fundraiser on Nov. 6, pocketing a cool 
$15,000 for beating the 52-1 odds by pulling the target ace.

Covid lands in the Kivalliq
Arviat Mayor Joe Savikataaq Jr. had no doubt the people in 

his community would meet the challenge of Covid-19 when it 
ultimately made its way into the Kivalliq.

Arviat was by far the hardest hit by the virus of three com-
munities (Rankin Inlet and Whale Cove) affected in the region.

Staying booze-free
Arviat and Coral Harbour remained booze free after the no 

side carried the day in liquor plebiscites held in both commun-
ities on Nov. 9. A total of 47.4 per cent of voters in Arviat and 
56.4 per cent of voters in Coral Harbour were against moving 
towards a restricted quantities system.

Saying thanks
Health workers in Rankin Inlet received a pleasant surprise 

when free meals were delivered to their place of work to thank 
them for their efforts during the Covid-19 pandemic on Nov. 18.

The meals were the result of a partnership between Slapshot 
Canteen owner Chadd Burrill and committee members for the 
Terence Tootoo Memorial senior men's hockey championship.

Food bank hanging in
The Ikurraq Food Bank kept-up with demand in Rankin 

Inlet despite challenges placed on it by Covid-19 and the Nuna-
vut lockdown.

Ikurraq's David Fredlund said much the same situation 
existed in Rankin as in Baker Lake, with the food banks only 
able to give out gift certificates under the current conditions.

Fighting the Covid battle
Arviat Mayor Joe Savikataaq Jr. was proud of how the people 

of Arviat were  handling the recent outbreak of Covid-19 in their 
community, especially his hamlet staff workers who helped pre-
pare more than 75 tonnes of food and cleaning supplies for food 
hamper delivery to every household in Arviat this past month.

In Rankin Inlet, Mayor Harry Towtongie said he's impressed 
with how folks in Rankin followed all the rules of the recent 
lockdown and worked together to stop the spread of Covid in 
the community, at least for now.

Mask donation in Baker
More than 4,000 masks to help in the ongoing battle against 

Covid-19 were donated to Jonah Amitnaaq Secondary School 
and Rachel Arngnamakktiq Elementary School in Baker Lake 
on Dec. 1. The masks were proudly delivered to the schools by 
local Baker company, Peter's Expediting Ltd., which partnered 
with mask manufacturer Oliberte and Agnico Eagle Mines to 
make the donation happen.

Elder care in Nunavut
One silver lining within the dark cloud of Covid-19 is that it 

has cast the spotlight upon the lack of health-care facilities and 
the vulnerability of remote Indigenous communities in Canada, 
said Rankin Inlet lawyer and former college instructor Mark 
Macneill in December. A trio of long-term Elder care facilities 
on the horizon is a big step in the right direction, but there's sill a 
long way to go before Nunavut Elders will no longer be shipped 
away to Elder-care facilities in the south, Macneill said.

Top, from page 5

sport literaCy
Youth instructor Shanti Dias, left, goes over an assignment with participants Phoenix Pudlat, Jacquline 
Pameolik and kierra Tartak during a personal growth/literacy module for the Northwestel Rankin Rock sea-
son opening hockey camp in Rankin inlet on Oct. 22. 

ᒪᒃᑯᒃᑐᓄᑦ ᐃᓕᓴᐃᔨ 
ᓵᓐᑎ ᑏᐋᔅ, ᓴᐅᒥᖕᒥ, 
ᐅ ᖃ ᐅ ᓯ ᖃ ᖅ ᐳ ᖅ 
ᐱ ᓕ ᕆ ᐊ ᒃ ᓴ ᐅ ᔪ ᒥ 
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ᐃ ᓕ ᓐ ᓂ ᐊ ᕈ ᑕ ᐅ ᔪ ᒥ 
ᓄ ᐊ ᑦ ᕕ ᔅ ᑎ ᐅ ᓪ 
ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ ᐅᔭᖅᑲᓄᑦ 
ᐊᕐᕌᒍᒥ ᒪᑐᐃᖅᓯᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᕼᐋᑭᒥ ᑕᖕᒫᕐᕕᐅᔪᒥ 
ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ ᐅᒃᑐᐱᕆ 
22–ᒥ. 
NNSL file photo 

photo courtesy of Steve england

planking the Curve
Members of the the food hamper production team 
prepare a total of more than 75 tonnes of food and 
cleaning supplies for delivery in arviat on Dec. 10. 

ᐃᓚᒋᔭᐅᔪᑦ ᓂᕿᓂᒃ ᐴᖅᑲᖅᓯᒪᔪᓂ ᓴᖅᑭᑎᑦᑎᔨᐅᔪᓂ 
ᐃᓚᒋᔭᐅᔪᓂ ᐸᕐᓇᐃᕗᑦ ᑲᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᐅᓄᕐᓂᖅᓴᐅᔪᒥ 75 
ᑕᓐᓂ ᓂᕿᓂᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓴᓗᒻᒪᖅᓴᐅᑎᓂ ᓱᓇᒃᑯᑖᓂ 
ᑐᓐᓂᖅᓴᖅᑕᐅᓂᐊᖅᑐᓄᑦ ᐊᕐᕕᐊᓂ ᑎᓯᐱᕆ 10–ᒥ.
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