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"In short, we identified more than 900 new pingos in the region."
– Scientists are keen to have updated pingo geographic knowledge, which was last surveyed in 1963, page 7.

NewsNews News

As a senior, Premier Caro-
line Cochrane will be an early 
receiver of the Moderna Covid-
19 vaccine, but she is encour-
aging anyone who is eligible to 
get the shot as soon as possible.

"I know that people are afraid 
and there's all kinds of thinking 
out there," she said.

"But we need that herd 
immunity.

"When my time comes, we're 
not bumping cues; it's being 
doled out according to priority.

"But I'm over 60 and my time 
is coming soon, and I will be in 
that line-up, and I'm hoping that 
as many people as possible, at 
least 70 per cent of our popula-
tion, will take the vaccines.

"It's the light at the end of our 
tunnel."

With vaccines beginning 
to roll out across the territory, 
Cochrane said she was encour-
aged by the numbers so far.

Cochrane spoke to Inuvik 
Drum following a recent trip 
through the Beaufort Delta Jan. 
6 to see how the border control is 
handled first-hand.

She said she was impressed 
with how the system was set up 
and how the officers were all 
residents of the area.

"The biggest thing that stuck 
out for me was the staffing," she 
said. 

"We have all Indigenous 
people working at the Yukon-
Beaufort Delta border. Not 
only that, but the most amazing 
thing for me was they were all 

hired from Tsiigehtchic and Fort 
McPherson.

"That's what we want to see."
The trip is part of a series of 

visits she's making around the 
territory to get a better grasp of 
how things are organized at the 
ground level.

"In The House there was a 
question on the border and the 
operation," she said.

"So I made a commitment 
that I would go down and see the 
Alberta border, but I always think 
that it's important as a minister to 
know what we're dealing with in 
terms of our programs and ser-
vices, so when I made that com-
mitment I decided I would also 
make the commitment to go up 

to the Yukon border.
"It's so I can see the operation 

for myself, get an understanding, 
talk to the staff and actually see 
if operations need to change or 
are sufficient as they are."

She added the area around the 
Beaufort Delta was unique, and 
there was nothing like it further 
south in the territory.

"The little bit of sun you did 
have was amazing," she said. "It 
was absolutely phenomenal.

One thing I can say about the 
North is every single region that 
I've travelled to is spectacular in 
its own way and none of them are 
the same.

"It's always a treat to go up to 
the Beaufort."

by Eric Bowling  
Northern News Services

photo courtesy of the GNWT

Premier Caroline Cochrane, centre, meets with members of the border patrol at the NWT-Yukon border on Jan. 6. Cochrane said 
she wanted to get a first-hand view of how people coming into the territory are screened for Covid-19.

Premier Coch-
rane hopes 
"at least 70 
per cent of our 
population will 
take the vac-
cines."

NNSL file photo
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Students in Tuktoyaktuk are gearing up 
to assemble a new solar cooker donated by 
a green entrepreneur with a long history in 
the North.

A solar energy entrepreneur for 13 years, 
Klaus Dohring started getting involved in 
projects in the Arctic about eight years ago. 
Since then, he's set up dozens of solar power 
systems and donated solar cookers to sever-
al communities, including in Paulatuk and 
now Mangilaluk School in Tuktoyaktuk.

"A solar cooker is a beautiful way to 
demonstrate the power of the sun," he said, 
adding collectively his systems are now 
producing enough energy to save up to 
170,000 litres of diesel fuel each year. "To 
my best of knowledge, nobody has done as 
much diesel reduction via solar systems as 
we have."

Solar cookers are large, bowl-shaped 
mirrors which concentrate sunlight to a 
single point in the centre of the bowl. A 
specially painted black pot is placed in the 
path of the reflected sunlight, which can 
boil a litre of water in nine minutes under 
good conditions. 

As it needs sunshine to work, Dohring 
said the cooker could be usable by as early 
as March, so long as the user keeps strong 
winds from cooling it down. An unassem-
bled solar cooker with a specialized pot 
costs $880-plus shipping.

"You can boil water, you can boil stew, 

it allows you to cook fast and hot," he said. 
"You need to follow the sun every half-
hour, give or take. You want to have an area 
that is not windy so that the wind doesn't 
carry heat energy away. Other than that, 
all you need is clear sky and full sunshine.

"I have worked in March, in Inuvik. The 
temperature was -30 C. The sun came out. 
All the snow and ice on the front of the 
modules melted, and I had water dripping 
onto my neck. You have several phenomena 
in the Arctic which, on clear sunny days 
allows you higher irradiation. The first 
factor is that you have very clean, dust-free 
air. You do not have the pollution particles 
in the air. The second factor is even more 
important, you have very cold and therefore 
dry air. For that reason, you have less solar 
filtration.

"I have measured with my irradiation 
meter 1,140 watts-per-square-metres. We 
define 1,000 watts as full sunshine, so I'm 
telling you that I have measured 14 per 
cent higher irradiation in Paulatuk in a 
late afternoon than what is rated at prime 
conditions."

He said his company, Green Sun Ris-
ing, was planning to pay another visit to 
Tuktoyaktuk once the pandemic clears, but 
in the interim added he wanted to draw 
attention to another solar technology he felt 
the North could make good use of – solar 
heating.

Dohring said the technology would be 
highly effective in the North, suggesting it 

would be more efficient than using solar for 
strictly electricity production.

"Canadians are crazy about solar photo-
voltaic and that's good," he said. "But we're 
absolutely ignoring the fact we actually 
spend more energy on heat generation than 
we spend on electricity. Heat energy is by 
far the bigger elephant in the room.

"Solar thermal has a much higher effi-
ciency than solar voltaic. My solar thermal 
collectors have 80 per cent peak efficiency. 
They're also practically maintenance free. 
It's free heat energy coming in whenever 
there is sun. So, I would like to promote 
solar thermal, in particular if you have a 
community where diesel is used for electri-
city generation and that electricity is used 
to heat water.

"That is thermodynamically evil. 
Domestic hot water consumption is fairly 
constant throughout the year and I can 
save you approximately half of your annual 
energy needs for domestic hot water with a 
solar thermal system."

Green Sun Rising has installed numer-
ous solar systems for organizations in Inu-
vik, including Stanton's, the Inuvik Liquor 
Store and the Children's First Centre, in 
addition to about 30 systems in several 
other Arctic communities across the North, 
including Tuktoyaktuk and Paulatuk.

A plan to come up to Tuktoyaktuk to 
install two more solar energy systems is in 
the works for the summer, depending on 
how the pandemic goes in 2021.

Did we get it wrong?
Inuvik Drum is committed to getting facts and names 

right. With that goes a commitment to acknowledge mis-
takes and run corrections. If you spot an error in Inuvik 
Drum, contact the editor at (867) 777-4545 or email 
inuvikdrum@nnsl.com.

Klaus Dohring has been establishing solar  
power networks in the North for eight years

Green entrepreneur donates 
solar cookers to communities

by Eric Bowling  
Northern News Services

photo courtesy of Green Sun rising

Klaus Dohring demonstrated a concentrated solar cooker he donated to Paulatuk. Dohring has also donated a 
cooker to Mangilaluk School in Tuktoyaktuk for the students to assemble.

News
Briefs

Structure fire on Natala Drive 
extinguished in about three hours

Firefighters in Inuvik made short work of a 
structure fire that was reported early Friday mor-
ning.

Fire Chief Cynthia Hammond said the depart-
ment was called out to a structure fire on Jan. 15 at 
8:07 a.m. at a four-unit townhouse on Natala Drive. 
During the call, five vehicles and 21 personnel 
were deployed. Upon arriving, fire crews observed 
visible flames and smoke from the rear of the 
building. All occupants of the building, including 
pets, had evacuated.

Firefighters got to work and had the fire under 
control in less than a half-hour. Crews remained on 
scene until 11:34 a.m. to ensure the fire was fully 
extinguished. Smoke damage was reported in the 
three other units in the fourplex and the unit where 
the fire was reported was damaged on the exterior 
and boarded up. No injuries have been reported 
and the cause of the fire is still under investigation.

Council approves small  
water and sewer rate increase

Water and sewer rates are increasing by a threat 
after council approved a new rate bylaw on Jan. 13.

Councillors voted 7-0, with deputy mayor Paul 
MacDonald absent, to move the bylaw to second 
reading. Administration estimates the increase 
will bring in an addition $25,000 in revenue for 
the town.

Under the new rates, the minimum payment for 
residential, non-government dwellings increased by 
a dollar to $66. The minimum payment for gov-
ernment buildings increased to $123. Commercial 
buildings do not have a minimum payment, but their 
rate increased slightly to 0.00799 dollars per litre.

Other charges remain the same – emergency 
calls net a $40 charge, the "no access" levy remains 
at $20, NSF cheque charge is $20 and re-instate-
ment of service after the 48-hour turn-off notice 
is $25, plus any outstanding charges and a $150 
security deposit.

Council will make the change official by moving 
the bylaw to third reading at its Jan. 27 meeting.

Town waste collection fees increase
Town Council voted to raise the solid waste 

levy during their Jan. 13 meeting.
Councillors voted 7-0, with deputy mayor Paul 

MacDonald absent, to move the bylaw to second 
reading. The increase is expected to bring in an 
extra $15,000 for the town's budget.

Under the new fees, the charge for garbage pick-
up increases by a dollar to $14 per month. Charges 
for bins also increased by a dollar, increasing to 
$112 for a larger bin and $87 for a smaller one. Cost 
of additional pickups increased by two dollars to 
$27 for each additional pick up.

The changes will be up for final approval at 
Town Council's Jan. 27 meeting.

Eric Bowling/NNSL photo

No injuries were reported after a Jan. 15 
structure fire on Natala Drive. The Inuvik 
Fire Department said they responded to 
the call at 8 a.m. and had the fire under 
control in less than a half-hour. As seen 
in the photo, the building and a utilidor 
sustained significant damage.
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In this week's edition, we have 
what will hopefully be the last story 
we run on the Trump administra-
tion's efforts to open the Arctic 
National wildlife Refuge (ANwR) in 
Alaska to drilling. After attempting 
to rush a deal through following the 
defeat the Republican Party received 
at the polls, at the end of the day 
most of the lease sales went to the 

Alaskan govern-
ment. estimated 
revenue from the 
auction was less 
than one per 
cent of what was 
promised and 
by the look of 
things they'll be 
cancelled shortly 
after President 
Joe Biden takes 
over.

This is as 
much of a failure for Republicans as 
it is a success for the Gwich'in, who 
have skilfully navigated the bureau-
cratic maze with such precision to 
be the envy of environmentalists and 
Indigenous land defenders every-
where.

Indeed, the Beaufort Delta is 
starting to become quite a hotbed 
of environmental activism. Between 
the ongoing efforts of the Gwich'in to 
preserve one of the last untouched 
paradises in the world and the 
equally vital efforts of the Inuvialuit 
to raise awareness of how climate 
change is altering the landscape – 
which was put on the world stage 
after a group of youth produced the 
documentary "Happening to Us" last 
year and showcased it at the United 
Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change in Madrid.

As industries and governments 
continue to search for resources 
to fuel their agendas, the Beaufort 
Delta seems to be developing a vital 
resource of its own. The passion and 
ingenuity exhibited by youth in the 
area is not only dedicated – it clearly 

gets results.
Results many across the world so 

desperately need.
Canadian governments have num-

erous ongoing conflicts with First 
Nations trying to protect their land from 
harmful developments. Imagine if the 
knowledge and experience acquired in 
these aforementioned projects was put 
towards the plight of the wet'suwet'en 
people fighting to keep a natural gas 
pipeline out of their sacred lands? Or 
pushing the government on boil water 
advisories? Or getting an action plan 
on missing and murdered Indigenous 
women and girls?

Their skills could be of great help 
to Indigenous groups outside of Can-
ada as well. For example, in south 
America, Canadian mining compan-
ies are frequently in the news for 
their alleged involvement in human 
rights violations – just recently a 
head of security for a nickel mine 
in Guatemala pleaded guilty to the 
2009 homicide of Adolfo Ich, a Maya 

Q'eqchi' teacher and leader. At the 
time, the mine was owned by Toron-
to-based mining company Hudbay 
Minerals.

This is one of dozens of examples 
of attacks on Indigenous peoples 
around the world who are trying to 
protect what is most important to 
them. A passion for protecting the 
North could go a long way to help lib-
erate other ways of life under attack.

If the Gwich'in can convince banks 
to refuse to fund oil and gas in the 
ANwR, surely they can convince 
them to keep their hands out of 
bloody conflicts elsewhere in the 
world. Particularly when Canadian 
money is involved. And if an Inuvi-
aluit film can reach the ears of the 
United Nations, they could draw the 
world's attention almost anywhere.

Youth in the Beaufort Delta are 
already doing great things for the 
earth – but with the right support 
and focus, they could be a game 
changer for the planet.

Northern News Services

Experience in environmental activism 
could be a major export for Delta

Youth of the week

Tyra Bain

Our Youth of the Week is Tyra Bain, seen here 
throwing a rock during the inuvik Curling Centres 
one-on-one youth challenge. Tyra threw a deadly 
shot during a game against her cousin kaleb after 
being down three points with the hammer. Throw-
ing a pistol, she was able to sneak a rock through, 
knocking her opponents rocks out of the circle and 
scoring four points to win it. She will now face off 
against her sister Tamara in the u16 quarter finals 
next week.
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Inuvik Twin-Lakes MLA 
Lesa Semmler has had a busy 
year – but looking back on 
what she managed to get mov-
ing and what's still sitting in 
her stack of member's state-
ments, she says she still has a 
long way to go. 

"Just to make sure we get 
the work done," she said. "It's 
been an awkward year and a 
few months. We're still trying 
to do the work, but we still 
have to deal with Covid-19 on 
the side."

Now having overcome the 
learning curve of the legis-
lature, Semmler said she's 
hoping to build on the work 
she has accomplished with 
her peers, including reforming 
hiring processes, establishing 
an NWT-based action plan on 
how to combat the Missing and 
Murdered Indigenous Women 
and Girls (MMIWG) crisis and 
getting more funding for social 
housing.

Adding that a draft action 
plan towards MMIWG has 
now been tabled, meaning 
it's available for viewing and 
discussion, Semmler said she 
hopes to have a plan in place 
by the end of her term.

"This is how we're going 
to come up with the action 
plan within the four years," she 
said. "This is just a timeline 
of how the action is going to 
be implemented. Once they've 
done, we'll have the NWT 
action plan without waiting for 
the federal government."

Another big win for Semm-
ler was the movement on 
social housing, which she said 
was largely stagnant until the 

Covid-19 pandemic put the 
issue front-and-centre.

She noted now the social 
development committee has 
prioritized housing and she 
hopes to see results of that 
work before the end of her 
term as well.

"That was one of the 
things I had heard when I was 
campaigning – people want 
housing, people need hous-
ing, people are homeless," she 
said. "I think with Covid-19, 
it actually kicked it in gear to 
show how vulnerable people 
are without housing.

"So now you've got the fed-
eral government coughing up 
way more money. We even 
have the department of hous-
ing staff coming into Inuvik."

Many items on her fix-it 
list are long-standing issues, 
some of which she said largely 
haven't been looked at.

She cited the government's 
hiring practices as one such 
issue that she felt was only now 
getting a serious overhaul.

"Over the years, they've had 
different action plans in order 
to increase Indigenous hiring 
in the GNWT and we haven't 
moved that needle in 40 years," 
she said. "Government oper-
ations committee is looking at 
the affirmative action policy, 
and also within the govern-
ment the systemic racism that's 
keeping this down.

"There are programs I 
bring up in the house all the 
time because I'm trying to 
keep human resources, staff 
and government managers 
accountable. I will bring them 
up every session because that 
way they're not going to for-
get we have people who are 

qualified that are sitting there 
waiting for jobs, but are being 
screened out because they 
don't have any experience.

"There's no faith in the sys-
tem. There's no trust they're 
going to do the right thing. 
I've heard the stories where 
someone applies for a job, 
does the interview and then all 
of a sudden, the competition 
gets cancelled. And then it's 
advertised again, they apply 
again, they get screened in, do 
the interview and then it gets 
cancelled.

"I've heard managers say 
'Well, I don't want that per-
son and that's the person that 
I'm going to get, so I'll just 
cancel the competition and 
run it again.' There's so many 
loopholes within the system, 
somebody needs to be watch-
ing that."

Overall, Semmler said she 
was working to keep lines of 
communication between her 
fellow regular members, point-
ing out that when they vote 
collectively they can have a 
significant effect on the legis-
lative agenda.

As an example, she high-
lighted the changes to the 
capital budget forced by the 
regular members, which she 
said was only accomplished by 
joining forces.

"What I've learned is the 
regular members have a lot of 
power, especially if they stick 
together," she said. "For the 
most part, I think we've been 
pretty good at backing each 
other's ideas. This last sitting, 
we got a lot of money put into 
housing by sticking together 
and negotiating back-and-forth 
before it went to the floor."

Proud of getting roadmap to NWT action plan tabled,  
changes to capital budget during first year in office

MLA Lesa Semmler reflects on busy year

by Eric Bowling  
Northern News Services

Eric Bowling/NNSL photo 

Inuvik-twin Lakes mLA Lesa Semmler says she accomplished a lot in her first 
year in office, but adds she has a lot of work left to do.

news

RCMP lay out crime  
statistics for 2020

RCMP were busy over the month of Decem-
ber, rounding out a year that saw an increase in 
assaults and impaired driving, but a sharp drop 
in public mischief, drug trafficking and theft.

Acting Inuvik RCMP detachment leader 
Sgt. Mark Bishop gave the numbers to town 
council at a committee meeting Jan. 11.

Responding to concerns made at the last 
meeting about speeding vehicles and impaired 
drivers, Bishop said the force engaged in four 

separate check stops and roadside checks, 
which resulted in four impaired driving char-
ges, two roadside driving suspensions and five 
charges under the Motor Vehicles Act.

Over the month, police had 16 reports of 
impaired driving, resulting in four charges of 
impaired driving and one charge of refusing to 
provide a breath sample.

Officers also investigated 11 complaints of 
family violence, five of which lead to criminal 
charges. Police had 415 calls in December.

– Eric Bowling

NEWS Briefs

2019 charges
Assault: 515
impaired driving: 138
Theft: 128
drug trafficking: 69
mischief: 2,172

fact fILE

RCMP YEaR-OVER-YEaR ENfORCEMENT COMPaRISON

Source: RCMP/Town of Inuvik

2020 charges
Assault: 624
impaired driving: 167
Theft: 96
drug trafficking: 26
mischief: 1,897
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Thursday, Jan. 21  
Your house
All day
Science Fun home packages are available through 
the Healthy Family Program. Each package contains 
two-to-three experiments and is open to all ages. Five 
sessions will be held over the coming weeks. Contact 
Jolene donovan at 867-777-440 ex.t 1 or at 867-
620-0466, or Jolene_donovan@gov.nt.ca

Wednesday, January 27 
Handle with Care at Home
Your house
All day
Second of five sessions available from the Arctic 
Family Center, the Handle with Care program helps 
parents promote mental health for children aged up 
to six years old. Each package comes with informa-
tion and a family activity. For more information con-
tact Healthy Family Home visitor Jolene donovan at 
867-777-440 ext. 1 or at 867-620-0466, or Jolene_
donovan@gov.nt.ca

Jan. 25 to 26 and 28 to 29 
Standard First Aid with CPr and AEd
Aurora Campus
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. both days
Comprehensive two-day course offering first aid and 
cardiopulmonary resuscitation skills. Completion of 
the course will result in certification in Standard First 
Aid and “Level C” CPr. maximum of eight partici-
pants allowed per session. The cost is $250.

To have an event listed in this free feature, call (867) 777-4545, or email inuvikdrum@nnsl.com. Submissions should be received 
two weeks prior to the event.  
Non-profit or community events only please. There is no guarantee submissions will be published.

 is editor of the
 inuvik drum. Send your ideas  

to inuvikdrum@nnsl.com 

NEIGHBOuRLY
News

Funding available for taking  
families on the land

Tsiigehtchic
Residents of Tsiigehtchic are being invited to take advan-

tage of funding available through the Gwichya Gwich'in 
Band to cover on the land activities over the winter.

To apply for the 'Take a Family on the Land' program, let-
ters of interest need to be written out describing what on the 
land activities would be done with the funding and should 
be at least 75 words in length. The funding can be used for 
gasoline or groceries.

Applications are open until Friday, Jan. 22 and can be 
made out to Robert Koe at the Gwichya band office.

Anyone interested can phone him at 867-953-3201. 

Tops in in territory  for
Covid-19 vaccine uptake

Ulukhaktok
Residents of Ulukhaktok are being asked to give them-

selves a pat on the back after the hamlet was reported to 
have vaccinated 80 per cent of the adults in the community, 
more than any other community in the Northwest Territories.

"Sharing those pictures, messaging your friends, talking 
to your relatives and encouraging everyone you know to 
come out and get their vaccine too," said Stacey Kozak. "I 
am so incredibly impressed with all of you doing your part 
to protect yourself, your families, your neighbours and your 
elders. This community has a lot to be proud of.

"Great work Ulukhaktok!"
The vaccine requires two shots 28 days apart and has 

been shown to have 94.1 per cent effectiveness against pre-
venting symptomatic Covid-19 in trials.

Clinics announced for Moderna vaccine
Tuktoyaktuk

Priority patients seeking to get started on the vaccination 
process in Tuktoyaktuk can book an appointment starting 
Jan. 21 and running through Jan. 23 to get the first of two 
shots.

Vaccines will be administered at the Rosie Ovayuak 
Health Centre, which will also be on 24-hour emergency 
service for the three days.

Priority patients are defined as anyone over age 60, 
people with existing chronic diseases and/or multiple medic-
al conditions – particularly anyone with chronic lung, kidney 
or heart disease or anyone who has to regularly travel out of 
the NWT for medical care – frontline health care workers or 
people who are at higher risk of exposure and transmission, 
people who live in remote communities and NWT residents 
who regularly travel out of territory to work, or work at 
camps or mines with non-NWT residents.

To set up an appointment, call 867-977-2312.

Day school survivors eligible  
to join class-action lawsuit

Aklavik
Survivors of Aklavik Day School or their descendants, 

which was operated by the federal government from Jan. 1, 
1950 to April 1, 1969, are eligible to submit a claim under 
a class-action lawsuit, according to a posting made Jan. 18.

According to the post by Jayneta Pascal, who is offering 
to help provide applications and connect interested persons 
with experts to help them complete the application, anyone 
who attended the school during the 19-year period, or in the 
event they have passed away on or after July 31, 2007, their 
estate may submit a claim for potential payout.

In order to submit a claim on behalf of a deceased claim-
ant, the applicant must be named the executor of the estate or 
the estate administrator. Otherwise, they will have to apply 
to a territorial court for appointment.

Anyone seeking further information should contact Pas-
cal by way of the Aklavik Events and Announcements 
Facebook group.

photo courtesy of Sabine Lauzon

Funding is available for residents of Tsiigehtch-
ic to get out on the land over the winter through 
the Gwichya band office.

Community 
Calendar

Eric Bowling/NNSL photo

a Slice of kindneSS
The spirit of giving was alive and well in inuvik! moody Elkhatib of The roost hands a few slices of pizza 
and water to Benjamin mitchell on Christmas day – the local eatery distributed pizza, pop and cookies 
until 2 p.m. that day.
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A bull caribou walks off into the mist at the Arctic Refuge in Alaska. Attempts to auction off portions of the refuge for oil drilling have resulted in only 11 lease 
sales and less than one per cent of expected revenue.

An Arctic Indigenous leader is expressing optimism that vital 
caribou calving grounds will remain free from oil and gas mining.

The outgoing Trump administration doubled down on efforts 
to sell drilling rights within the of Iizhik Gwats'an Gwandaii 
Goodlit – or the Sacred Place Where Life Begins – refuge before 
power transferred to U.S. President Joe Biden.

According to records, 11 of the 22 tracts of land offered were 
bid on. Nine of those bids were the Alaskan government through 
its development bank which offered up $12 million in total.

It's vindication for Vuntun Gwitchin First Nation Chief Dana 
Tizya-Tramm.

"We see this as a complete failure, especially with most of 
(the bids) being state-owned corporations, the Alaskan govern-
ment is now losing money," he said. Since 2017 "we have seen 
a complete disregard for good governance, due process, law, 
science and for any meaningful engagement or consultation with 
the Indigenous communities that are affected."

Alaska's Industrial Development and Export Authority 
authorized itself to spend up to $20 million on the protected 

lands after concerns were raised about a lack of interest from 
the industry. They passed the resolution during an emergency 
meeting Dec. 23, which included a 90-minute public hearing 
which was overwhelmingly against the motion, with 39 people 
speaking out against and two speaking in favour.

Texas-based oil company Regenerate Alaska LLC also 
claimed a tract of land with a bid of approximately $778,000 and 
Anchorage-based Knik Arm Services LLC took the other tract 
with a bid of $1.6 million. Four additional submitted bids were 
not completed.

Initially, the Bureau of Land Management announced it 
intended to only sell 400,000 acres of land, but quietly increased 
that number to 1.1 million in December. In total, the tracts leased 
amount to roughly 500,000 acres. Leading up to the lease sale, 
the Congressional Budget Office estimated the leasing could 
generate $1.8 billion in tax revenue over a decade. When the 
dust settled, 0.8 per cent of that was generated, meaning only 
$16,560,000 was raised for the federal treasury.

Now, the hopeful drillers will have to wait up to 60 days for 
the sales to clear antitrust review and receive approval from the 
U.S. Department of Justice, which puts their ambitions on a colli-

sion course with an incoming federal government that is 100 per 
cent against the entire operation.

Biden has repeatedly vowed to protect the refuge and with 
Democrats now controlling both houses, there is little in his way 
to stop him. On top of that, a significant portion of global capital 
ranging from major U.S. banks to a multi-trillion dollar Invest-
ment Fund have made it public policy to not finance any oil and 
gas exploration in the refuge.

In the wake of the weak sale, Tizya-Tramm said he feels 
much more confident the caribou will be able to rear their calves 
in peace for decades to come.

He noted a recent denial of a preliminary injunction by a U.S. 
District Court judge may look like a loss for the Gwich'in on the 
surface, but in the fine print it paves the way forward for the 
Biden administration to prevent any drilling.

"The judge openly questioned why she was being sought to 
seek a preliminary injunction before the actions have been taken 
when she can simply reverse the leases once they've been issued," 
said Tizya-Tramm. "Right there, that makes it even easier for the 
Biden administration to point towards the judge's statements and 
to order the reversal of the lease sales."

Thousands of pingos previously 
unknown to science have now been 
mapped.

As part of the 2020 NWT and 
Nunavut Geoscience Symposium, 
which was showcased online this 
year due to the Covid-19 pandemic, 
Dr. Stephan Wolfe discussed the 
results of a recent survey using sat-
ellite imagery that confirmed over 
2,350 pingos in an 18,500 square-
kilometre area in the Tuktoyaktuk 
Peninsula Region.

"Pingos are ice-filled permafrost 
hills," said Wolfe in his presenta-
tion. "The 48-metre high Ibyuk pingo 
exemplifies the nature of many of the 
conically shaped pingos in the region.

"Many other pingos, however, 
have much lower land-form relief 
and are not easily identifiable."

Conducted by Wolfe, Dr. Peter 
Morse and Dr. Pouran Behnia for 
the Geological Survey of Canada, 
the research was part of efforts to 
update scientific knowledge of pingo 
geography, which was last surveyed 
by aerial photography in 1963.

This new study used Arctic 
Geographical Information System 

(ArkGIS) and Google Earth, along 
with Digital Elevation models (Arc-
ticDEM) — high resolution eleva-
tion maps captured by satellites, to 
develop a more accurate picture.

"We initially identified near-
ly 2,820 pingo-like features," said 
Wolfe. "Using an iterative process 
between the ArcticDEM and Satel-
lite imagery, we confirmed some-
2361 pingos that met both the topo-
graphical and optical criteria."

Wolfe added the surveyors com-
pared their data with the older 1967 
dataset to confirm the location of 
known pingos, which were included 
in their survey.

"In short, we identified more than 
900 new pingos in the region," said 
Wolfe. "Some 2,225 pingos occur 
in the Tuktoyaktuk coastlines and 
this represents about 94 per cent of 
pingos in the entire region."

Most of the pingos surveyed were 
hydrostatic, or closed systems, where 
sand saturated with water under a 
lake holds moisture after the lake 
itself has dried up.

Wolfe detailed differences in 
the geology surrounding pingos 
throughout the Arctic, noting pingos 
appear both in areas that were buried 

beneath glaciers during the last ice 
age, which occurred between 75,000 
to 11,000 years ago during the what's 
called the Holocene, and areas that 
were not.

Noting much of the concentration 
of pingos was distributed along the 
coastline, which itself was receding 

in the face of rising sea levels, Wolfe 
added the rate of pingos deteriorat-
ing as they erode and drain into the 
ocean was likely outpacing forma-
tion of new ones.

"Through coastal erosion, many 
lakes containing Holocene-aged pin-
gos now drain directly into, or are 

connected to, the Beaufort Sea," said 
Wolfe. 

"Although lake drainage can initi-
ate pingo growth, coastal erosion is 
a rapid mechanism for pingo deg-
radation, thus the rate of pingo loss 
along the coast likely exceeds that of 
formation."

Only half of land put up for auction bid on – and almost all by Alaskan government

Some pingos 'have much lower land-form relief and  
are not easily identifiable' says scientist

US Arctic refuge drilling rights auction 
a 'complete failure:' Gwitchin chief

Over 900 new pingos discovered in Tuk region

by Eric Bowling  
Northern News Services

by Eric Bowling  
Northern News Services

photo courtesy of 2020 NWT and Nunavut Geoscience Symposium 

the 48-metre high Ibyuk pingo of tuktoyaktuk is the largest pingo in North America, but many 
pingos are much less obvious to the naked eye. A new geological survey has mapped out 2,320 
pingos in the region, including more than 900 new ones.

news
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