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"It's not just the erosion of Tuktoyaktuk, it's the landscape behind Tuk, and the Inuvik-Tuktoyaktuk 
Highway and the vegetation response and the lakes and what they're doing."

– Scott Dallimore of the Geological Survey of Canada explains ongoing  
collaborative "circumarctic" permafrost mapping efforts, page 3.

Sweep it 
all away

January
Tsiigehtchic reaching out to Toronto  
Blue Jays for baseball field upgrades

Tsiigehtchic's aging baseball diamond is in need of a ser-
ious overhaul and the community is reaching out to Canada's 
premier team for assistance in repairing it.

Part of the Toronto Blue Jay's public outreach program, 
the Jays Care Foundation's Field of Dreams program assists 
communities in funding new sports field projects to help build 
community spirit and give more opportunities to youth.

"Our baseball field is in horrible shape. There's ruts, 
grooves and big rocks everywhere. With a fly ball, you're 
taking your life in your hands," said economic development 
officer Brian Smith. The community was not selected as one 
of this year's 12 recipients of funding.

New children's book teaches  
the basics of Gwich'in

Vành gòonlìh. It is morning.
Drin gwichìl'ee gòo'àii. It's a beautiful day.
Sriinii'àii. The sun is shining.
Drin gwiheezàa gòonlìh. It's going to be a good day.
These are the opening lines of the new children's book Drin 

gwichìl'ee gòo' àii or It's a Beautiful Day, setting the stage for 
a fun way help families teach their language to their children. 

Written by language revitalization specialist Andrew Cien-
ski and translated it into Gwich'in with the help of Mabel 
English and William Firth, the book is free from the Gwich'in 
Tribal Council and includes a CD recording of the story in 
Gwich'in.

Fort McPherson chef to go  
up against the nation's finest

For as long as she can remember, Jennilee Vaneltsi always 

wanted to be on a cooking show.
"One of my favourite channels on my dish at home is the 

Food Network," she said. "I told myself one of these days I 
would be on there. So, I kind have gotten it off my bucket list."

Her dream was closer to reality as the Fort McPherson 
cook was set to compete on the Food Network's Wall of Chefs 
Feb. 3, where she and five other cooks from around Canada 
engaged in a cook-off with several rows of the finest cooks in 
Canada.

After each round, one of the competitor chefs is eliminated 
and the last one standing against the 'wall' is awarded $10,000.

"I'm super excited – it's a once in a life-time opportunity," 
she said.

Beaufort landfast ice melted  
at its earliest recorded date

Research showed that landfast ice, where coastal sea ice 
freezes to the shore, melted at the fastest rate ever recorded in 
2019 and an entire month sooner than in 2017.

Research conducted by Dustin Whalen through Natural 
Resources Canada has shown the ice began melting June 8 this 
last year, which was one week earlier than in 2018 and a month 
ahead of the average.

"Even traditional knowledge tells us that things are changing 
faster than anyone can remember – ever," said Whalen. "Just 
in a year alone, you're seeing a three-week difference. All of 
a sudden, the ocean is open to waves and erosion for another 
month of the summer.

"The impact is not just to the coast, but to the marine mam-
mals and fish are pretty significant."

February
Council grants discount for dumping

Town council has granted itself the ability to set special dump-
ing rates at the landfill by way of motion and then proceeded to 

grant a special rate to EGT Northwind.
At a special meeting Feb. 3, councillors voted 5-2 in favour of 

the Dumping Fees Bylaw, bringing it to second and third reading, 
with Couns. Paul MacDonald and Alana Mero against and Coun. 
Kurt Wainman excluding himself due to a pecuniary interest – 
Wainman is also president and owner of Northwind Industries.

Airport to get runway extension
Delegates from the Inuvik Airport Terminal Project Delia 

Chesworth and Tammy Allison explained what was in the works 
for Mike Zubko airport at town council's Jan. 29 regular meeting. 
In total, three separate projects are in the works for the airport – a 
new terminal, a new runway and upgrades to the foundation and 
drainage as part of disaster mitigation planning.

Work was expected to begin in October and be complete by 
2022. While Infrastructure Minister Diane Archie stated work 
was on schedule during the Oct. 22 sitting of the legislature, she 
added "in the worst-case scenario, we anticipate the air terminal 
building construction to begin in the fall of 2021 and to be com-
pleted by 2023-2024."

Ship's bell of H.M.C.S.  
Inuvik baptized at Legion

Almost a century of history was commemorated at the Inuvik 
Legion Feb. 8 as a replica ship's bell was baptized and rung out 
during a ceremony.

McInnes Branch 220 will be the home of the Her Majesty's 
Canadian Ship (H.M.C.S.) Inuvik Ship's bell as an acknowledge-
ment of the rich military history in the region.

Quartermaster Sean Whitcomb said "it was suggested we 
should ... find H.M.C.S. Inuvik's original bell, if it still existed," 
when Inuvik's lack of a monument to either the base or local 
veterans was brought up at a meeting. "From start to finish, the 
whole process took just under a year, with the bell arriving just 
before Remembrance Day."

Looking back on 2020

continued on page 2
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John Voudrach prepares to let his rock fly after a throw. Youth at the Inuvik Curling Centre are rocking into the New Year, with the centre's One on One Curling Challenge 
kicking off Dec. 5 with plans to continue into February. Played every Saturday, the weekend games are divided into two events, one for U15 curlers and the other for U12 
curlers. Each weekend is a playoff between teams based on ranking from the week before and with only one sweeper allowed on the ice at a time, skips have to adjust 
their strategies to play the game. The challenge is part of ongoing efforts by the centre to draw more interest in the sport among Inuvik's youth.
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Climate Action Inuvik marches  
in solidarity with Wet'suwet'en nation

Environment Canada was issuing extreme cold alerts all week and projecting -40 C wind 
chills, but that didn't stop eight members of Climate Action Inuvik from taking to the streets 
for their weekly march Feb. 14.

Although they took the holiday season off, the group was marching every Friday in support 
of a more climate-friendly Canada for the past year.

This week there was a bit more weight to it, as the group made use of their march to draw 
attention to the events occurring in the Wet'suwet'en nation in B.C.

"It's important to me so that everyone is aware of the situation," said participant Tessa Jenks.

East Three School hosts eighth annual Northern and Dene Games
Students from across the Beaufort Delta of all ages were in Inuvik Feb. 19 to 22 for the eighth 

annual Northern and Dene Games Summit at East Three School.
A four-day competition for kids aged eight to 18; the gathering is as much a show of physical 

prowess as it is a chance for old friends to catch up on good times. In total, 180 students came as far 
away as Ulukhaktok, Sachs Harbour and Paulatuk but also from Tuktoyaktuk, Tsiigehtchic, Aklavik 
and Fort McPherson, along with the local crew.

Born out of the ashes of the Beaufort Delta Education Council (BDEC) sports fest, the format 
was changed over to provide students with more opportunities to connect with their culture.

"Communities would gather through different schools in the region and participate in various 
sports and looking at the costs of continuing that it was very hard to sustain," said principal Krista 
Cudmore.

Continued from page 1

NNSL file photo

LiGhtinG the way
Leo Cherniwchan-Heller shows a paper lantern he helped his mother make dur-
ing a workshop Jan. 4 as part of the Inuvik Sunrise Festival. At just two years old, 
Leo is wasting no time getting to know his creative side.

continued on page 4
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Much has been written about the precar-
ious state of permafrost in the Arctic, but a 
new interactive scientific paper maps out the 
extent of permafrost – both on the land and 
under the water.

Evolving out of the expertise at the Aurora 
Research Institute and Inuvialuit Innovation, 
Science and Climate Change, and funded 
by the United Nations Environmental Pro-
gramme, the Coastal and Offshore Permafrost 
Rapid Response Study mapped out differences 
between parts of the Arctic, identifies know-
ledge gaps of permafrost systems and makes 
numerous recommendations to help fill them.

"It's a community of people who have 
come together to do this assessment," said 
Scott Dallimore of the Geological Survey of 
Canada. "It was meant to be a circumarctic-
type assessment. We considered the entire 
Beaufort coast, Alaska, Yukon, NWT and all 
aspects of Siberia. A lot of the lead research-
ers that were involved were Canadian and had 
worked in Inuvik, and all of us were basically 
out of the Aurora Research Institute.

"You'll find a lot of the videos on the 
website are also Inuvialuit videos. We're using 
material that already existed and putting it 
front and centre on the website."

Dallimore explained that the western Arc-
tic that includes the Beaufort Delta is unique 
in the fact there was little to no glaciation in 
the area during the last ice age, allowing aver-
age temperatures of -30 C or lower to freeze 
the ground into permafrost. As the glaciers 
receded back into the mountains, ocean levels 
rose, covering much of the permafrost under-
water where it remains today.

However, much like the permafrost on 
the land the submerged permafrost is being 
thawed out by warmer temperatures. Scien-
tists are still working out the extent and rate 
of deterioration.

"Most people who live in the communities 
in the North don't realize the thickest perma-
frost accumulations in Canada are actually 
in the offshore," said Dallimore, who noted 
permafrost can be found as deep as 750 
metres underground. "You see all these stor-
ies about coastal erosion – but really it's the 
study and examination of how the coast and 
the offshore are responding together.

"It's not just the erosion of Tuktoyaktuk, 
it's the landscape behind Tuk, and the Inu-

vik-Tuktoyaktuk-Highway and the vegetation 
response and the lakes and what they're doing, 
and also the near-shore environment where 
you had sea level rising and the coast has 
migrated 120 kilometres inland from where 
it used to be. There's this fascinating environ-
ment which is really understudied and that's 
what we're trying to draw attention to."

Part of the interactive paper is a crowd 
source map where readers can add their own 
observations of climate change and how it 
is affecting the landscape. Dallimore said 

having the map would help people direct the 
researchers where to look.

Most of the recommendations revolve 
around where to take research next, but also 
to expand the regional capacity for science 
and engineering by establishing more coast-
al science projects and increasing invest-
ment for education of youth in the Delta to 
help Gwich'in and Inuvialuit become more 
involved in scientific research.

Links to both the report and the crowd 
source map can be found on NNSL.com.

Did we get it wrong?
Inuvik Drum is committed to getting facts and 

names right. With that goes a commitment to acknow-
ledge mistakes and run corrections. If you spot an 
error in Inuvik Drum, contact the editor at (867) 777-
4545 or email inuvikdrum@nnsl.com.

Coastal and Offshore Permafrost Rapid Response Study  
seeks to outline gaps in knowledge and spur new research

New interactive website maps 
permafrost relationships

by Eric Bowling  
Northern News Services

photos courtesy of GrID-Arendal, 2020

A new study published in October shows how the permafrost interacts with other aspects of geology both above 
and below water.

A map showing the extent of permafrost in the Arctic and the different 
forms it takes. 

A map showing the continental shelf that extends off the coastline of the 
Arctic Ocean. Much of the shelf was above the ocean during the last glaci-
ation, which lasted roughly 30,000 to 10,000 years ago, allowing freezing 
temperatures to create permafrost that is still under the ocean today. 

News
Briefs

Assaults up in 2020: RCMP
RCMP say they noticed a significant 

increase in certain crimes in 2020.
Calls to the RCMP were up by over 300 

in 2020 from 2019, incoming acting dis-
trict commander Sgt. Mark Bishop told town 
council during their Dec. 14 Committee of the 
Whole meeting.

"I noticed on the monthly report, the big-
gest thing that jumps out to me is the call 
volume increase," he said. "The first one 
that increased I noticed was the number of 
assaults for the month. 

"Of those 72 assaults, 25 were in relation 
to family violence. Of those 25, 12 resulted in 
charges being laid. Overall, in November we 
had a 200-call increase."

Assaults saw the biggest increase, with 585 
in 2020 compared to 515 the year previous. 
The other major increase was Impaired Driv-
ing calls, increasing to 151 from 138. Liquor 
Act violations ticked up slightly with 165 this 
year and 161 last year.

Other crimes were less prominent in 2020, 
including break and enters, which were down 
six from 2019's total of 27. 

"Other" complaints saw a big increase, 
with 1,841 cases in 2020 compared to 1,408 in 
2019. In total, RCMP were called 4,631 times 
in 2020 as of the end of November compared 
to 4,309 in 2019. 

Bishop told council he would look into 
exactly what those calls specifically were.

Numbers for December will be released 
at an upcoming council meeting. Bishop esti-
mated Inuvik RCMP was in line for a 25 per 
cent increase in 2020.

Children make Christmas cards 
for Candy Cane Checkstop
Drivers in Inuvik got a treat from Santa 

Claus, Municipal Enforcement, Advanced 
Medical Solutions and RCMP during Decem-
ber, getting a candy cane and a card decor-
ated by students at East Three Elementary 
on Dec. 17.

"We are taking precautions," said outgoing 
acting district commander Stephanie Leduc. 
"We're going to be wearing masks. We've 
pre-bagged all the candy canes and postcards 
this year."

The checkstop was set up next to the 
Mackenzie Hotel and operated until the ser-
vices ran out of packages. Candy canes were 
donated by Stanton's and dozens of drivers 
came out to wish the town's brave and boldest 
a Merry Christmas.

Councillors raise alarm over 
impaired driving calls, speeders

Several town councillors say residents 
are expressing concerns over the increased 
reports of impaired drivers in Inuvik.

Councillors Kurt Wainman and Ray Solot-
ki both brought up that residents had raised 
concerns to them about the problem at town 
council's Dec. 14 meeting.

"There's been several complaints to me," 
said Wainman. "We work on the highways 
a lot, there's a lot of drinking and driving 
on both highways – the (Inuvik-Tuktoyaktuk 
Highway) and the Dempster. People that 
travel the highway everyday are concerned 
about how many beer cans are out there and 
how much is going on."

His thoughts were echoed by Solotki.
"There's been a number of people com-

plaining about some of the speeding going on 
in town right now," she said. 

"I know it's something that we have to deal 
with all the time and with limited municipal 
enforcement, there's been a lot of people con-
cerned about the speed."
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In their last meetings of 2020, 
Inuvik Town Council was able to 
speak to NwT MP Michael McLeod 
about a variety of issues.

One of those issues brought up 
was the absence of an addiction's 
treatment facility in the 
North.

"we used to have one 
here in Inuvik, which was 
very successful until a 
territorial government 
in particular pulled the 
financing," Coun. Clarence 
wood said during a Dec. 14 
council meeting, referring 
to the Delta House, which 
shut down in 1997 during a 
budget contraction.

I also understand there 
were efforts to establish a detox 
centre in town in 2017, which may 
or may not have had the potential to 
evolve into a full-blown addiction's 
treatment facility.

It seems the plan did not come to 
fruition. But just because good ideas 
have not succeeded in the past 
doesn't stop them from being good 

ideas now. 
As we hopefully emerge from 

the pandemic thanks to Covid-19 
vaccines, the first and most import-
ant step is going to be contending 
with the social and mental con-
sequences of lockdowns, sudden 

disruptions of important 
social services and par-
ticularly the restrictions 
placed on family gather-
ings like funerals.

You don't have to be a 
psychologist to understand 
that those things could 
negatively affect many 
people's mental health or 
that such stresses could 
contribute to addictions. 

Mental health and 
addictions treatment go 

hand-in-hand. Right now, an NwT 
resident in need of treatment will 
have to uproot and go to some-
where they've never been and learn 
new life habits in that setting. 

Then, they're sent back here, in 
an environment that brings up old 
memories, encounters with old 
friends and old habits, and you have 

a risk of a relapse.
Far more effective would be a 

place in the region people could 
go, where they could have the in-
person support of their friends and 
family and have them along for the 
journey. where they could recon-
nect with traditional knowledge and 
apply it in relevant ways.

Nothing I'm saying here are new 
ideas – the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission includes prioritizing the 
funding of healing centres as one of 
its 21 recommendations.

I maintain the GNwT did the right 
thing by focusing on minimizing the 
spread of Covid-19 as its top prior-
ity. But as we all know, solving one 
problem can create another. The 
federal government and the GNwT 
need to focus on repairing the col-
lateral economic and social damage 
that has been endured as a result of 
Covid-19 restrictions in the NwT.

"There has been an increasingly 
louder voice recommending a treat-
ment centre be set up in the North," 
McLeod tells us.

Let's crank up the volume in 
2021.

Northern News Services

Northern addictions treatment facilities 
need to be top priority in 2021
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March
Inuvik town council passes 'public behaviour' bylaw

Inuvik bylaw officers and RCMP will now be able to issue fines for spit-
ting, loitering and public urination after a public behaviour bylaw passed 
unanimously at a Feb. 26 town council meeting.

Councillors voted 6-0, with Couns. Ray Solotki and Kurt Wainman 
absent, to give third and final reading to the bylaw.

"I see no problem passing such a bylaw as this," said deputy mayor Steven 
Baryluk. "In my mind, it's setting minimal acceptable standards of public 
behaviour. It is not out to target any one group, it applies to everybody."

Brian and Carmen Wade raised  
$70,130 in record-breaking year

While the Inuvik Muskrat Jamboree was cancelled like so many other 
events this year, organizers didn't let the Covid-19 crisis or a full-on blizzard 
stop them from crowning the King and Queen of the Jamboree March 20 at 
Duck Lake Park.

Brian and Carmen Wade were named the ceremonial monarchs of the 
2020 Muskrat Jamboree after bringing in a record-breaking $70,130 in fund-
raising. In total, the five couples raised $114,764.10 for the festival.

"To be named King and Queen was actually pretty cool. It was reward-
ing knowing it was all for such a great event that brings the communities 
together. We did work really hard daily with the help of many supporters. 
It was a huge relief to not be wondering if we were doing enough to be 
crowned," said Brian Wade.

Inuvik bands together as Covid-19 crisis looms
Offices were closed and arenas were empty, but Inuvik was bustling with 

good deeds as residents took to the internet to quickly offer their services 
for their neighbours in need. Just after lunch on March 17, Jonathon Michel 
created a Facebook group called Caremongering Inuvik. Within 48 hours it 
had swelled to 476 members and counting.

"I read a news article about Canadians in cities launching Facebook 
groups to spread care and acts of kindness to others in need of support. I 
thought it was a great idea," said Michel. "So many creative and caring offers 
for support for people in self-isolation. Babysitting is a huge one."

Angel Simon offered to walk dogs, Melissa Rogers and her family baked 
bannock and doughnuts to give to those in need and Veronica Kasook offered 
to help elders and low-income families with their taxes. Lastly, RCMP officer 
Stephanie Leduc has been distributing activity books and crayons to help the 
young ones keep occupied.

April
Second Covid-19 case confirmed in NWT

Public health officials confirmed a second case of Covid-19 infection 
in the Northwest Territories in April, an Inuvik resident who had travelled 
to British Columbia and self-isolated upon their return March 21. They 
developed symptoms five days after returning home.

"This represents an example all residents must follow in the coming 
weeks in complying with public health orders to limit the spread of this virus, 
in our territory," a GNWT news release said. "The public is being notified 
of the community because the size of Inuvik allows for appropriate privacy 
protection."

Tuk holding 'biggest community harvest in history'
Tuktoyaktuk is coming together to protect itself from the Covid-19 virus, 

with the largest community hunt in the hamlet's history already underway 
to ensure the community has enough food in case supply lines drop down.

"It's the biggest harvest we've ever done," said Mayor Erwin Elias. "We 
are trying to harvest muskox, moose, caribou and ptarmigan."

Stores also established a special Elder's shopping time between 11 a.m. 
and 1 p.m. at Northern Store and 1 to 3 p.m. at the local Stanton's store.

In spite of the strong community spirit, Elias said he was still gravely 
concerned about Covid-19 reaching his community, noting the local health 
centre has the capacity for only one isolated patient at a time.

Premier asks hamlets to take down checkstops
The Hamlet of Tuktoyaktuk decided to set up a checkstop following an 

emergency meeting April 6.
Premier Caroline Cochrane said communities establishing their own 

checkstops to keep Covid-19 out were making the situation more compli-
cated, during a press conference April 7.

"We cannot make decisions based off of fear. We need to make decisions 
based on best practices," she said. "Please, don't put up blockades. Don't do 
the checkstops. There's many more things you can be doing in your com-
munities to assist us."

Peel River Jamboree jigs on in cyberspace
Across the Mackenzie Delta, people didn't let the Covid-19 pandemic 

break their rhythm as the Peel River Jamboree wrapped with an online jig-
ging contest that ran April 6 to 8 and drew 184 contestants from across the 
region. In the end, so many people signed up that many of the initial six 
categories had to be split up by gender to cover the volume of dancers.

"We're trying to promote emotional and mental health while following 
social distancing orders from the chief public health officer," said organizer 
Sierra Daley. 

Firth sisters inspire a new generation
Sharon Firth has been a lot of places she never thought she would be, but 

she never expected to see herself in a cartoon.
She and her late sister Shirley are the focus in a new episode of Molly of 

Denali, a budding children's show about a Gwich'in/Koyukon/Dena'ina Atha-
bascan family who run the Denali Trading post in rural Alaska. It's produced 
in partnership between PBS and CBC.

In this particular episode, Sharon teaches 10-year-old Molly about the 
power of determination by telling the story of she and her sister's adventures 
in cross country skiing. It aired April 18.

"It's a new animated show and TV series with Indigenous characters," said 
Firth. "The character, Molly, is 10 years old, is so positive and exciting. She 
never lets anything get in her way. She tries hard because she says Shirley 
and Sharon tried it."

continued on next page
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May
Inuvik artists raise 

$6,400 for food bank
The Inuvik Food Bank has 

$6,400 more in their budget to 
keep residents fed after a trio 
of local artists applied their 
crafts to help fundraise the 
money over the April 24 to 27 
weekend.

Spearheaded by folk musi-
cian Abe Drennan, who hosted 
an online performance to help 
raise the funds, the effort was 
aided by an anonymous bene-
factor who matched donations 
and prizes for the top donors 
contributed by fellow artists 
Kristian Binder and Brian 
Kowikchuk.

"Growing up, food short-
age was no stranger. I guess 
I always had a weak spot for 
this reality," said Kowikchuk, 
who manages the Artists Hub 
– Authentically Indigenous.

Council gets latest 
look at upcoming 

civil projects
Councillors and residents 

of Inuvik got their first look 
at the plans for the town's new 
centre stage and covered Arc-
tic Market building and vis-
itor's centre, alongside with an 
update on the gateway sign, at 
the May 11 Committee of the 
Whole meeting.

A final design concept for 
the Arctic Market and visitor 
centre, covered in part by Can-
Nor, has been received by the 
town and preparation on the 
site, including work on the pil-
ings, electricity and utilidor 
hookup was the next step.

Eddie Dillon laid to 
rest in Tuktoyaktuk

Eddie Dillon was given a 
hero's send-off May 17 in Tuk-
toyaktuk during a live funeral 
broadcast by the Inuvialuit 
Communications Society. He 
died on May 10 at age 66. Set 
in a wood coffin draped in the 
Inuvialuit flag and crowned 
with a wreath of flowers, sur-
rounded by dozens of wreaths 
laid around the stage, his 
memorial served as a chance 
for the community to thank 
him for his lifetime of ser-
vice and to remember the good 
times with Eddie. 

A legendary figure in 
Beaufort Delta politics, Dillon 
wore many hats throughout his 
life, serving as mayor of Tuk-
toyaktuk and chair of the Tuk-
toyaktuk Community Corpor-
ation, but most recently as the 
Inuvialuit Regional Corpora-
tion's secretary and treasurer. 
He was an instrumental figure 
in negotiating and signing the 
Inuvialuit Final Agreement in 
1984, restoring the Inuvialuit 
people's control over their own 
destiny. Then, he served with 
the Tuktoyaktuk Commun-
ity Corporation on and off for 
35-years.

"He led by example and 
is a clear definition of what a 
leader is. He always kept me 
on my toes," said Inuvialuit 
Regional Corporation chair 
Duane Smith. Smith recounted 
how Dillon emphasized unity 
among the Inuvialuit and 
taught him people were strong-
er when they work together.

Inuvik wrestlers hope 
to power-bomb Covid

When the government 
of the Northwest Territories 
announced phase one of its 
Emerging Wisely plan, Total-
ly Arctic Wrestling (TAW) 
founder Dez Loreen figured 
he had some elbow room to get 
his wrestlers back in the ring.

However, the GNWT has put 
a sleeper hold on his hopes to 
host an outdoor show – or even 
produce a theatrical video – in 
June. He said he's now looking 
towards the one-year anniver-
sary of TAW's debut last Nov-
ember to throw the Covid-19 
blues off the turnbuckle.

"There's human lives 
at stake. Wrestling is high 
impact, it's very close quarters, 
you're sweating on the other 
guy, so I definitely see the 
risk of spreading the virus," 
said Loreen. "That being said, 
we're a group of four people 
who don't travel, in a commun-
ity that doesn't have any active 

cases, in a territory that doesn't 
have any active cases.

"So it's not like I'm running 
a professional wrestling league 
with 20 people flying into my 
city every week."

June
MLA Semmler 

calls for in-house 
MMIWG action plan

Ottawa using Covid-19 
as an excuse for not having 
a long-promised action plan 
to deal with the country's 
ongoing Missing and Mur-
dered Indigenous Women and 
Girls (MMIWG) crisis had 
Inuvik-Twin Lakes MLA Lesa 
Semmler calling on the North-
west Territories to put together 
an action plan of its own.

After giving an impas-
sioned members' statement on 
the crisis on June 3 at the 
NWT legislature, she went on 
to ask the house what plans 

they had to put together a plan 
to stop the violence that has 
claimed the lives of thousands 
of people. However, she says 
she was told the territory was 
waiting on Ottawa.

Pointing to a recent state-
ment by Crown-Indigenous 
Relations Minister Carolyn 
Bennett in the House of Com-
mons during a question period 
the same day saying "all of 
the provinces and territories 
are working on their plan, that 
will be lifted up into a national 
action plan," Semmler ques-
tioned what, if anything, was 
actually going on.

"I asked today in the house 
about an NWT MMIWG 
action plan I was told they are 
waiting for the federal national 
plan," she wrote in a Facebook 
post that afternoon. "In this 
video Minister Bennett says 
that all the provinces and ter-
ritories are working on their 
plans to lift up into a national 
plan.

"So, I guess there is no 
work done on a plan because 

they are all waiting for each 
other. Who's telling the truth?

Unoccupied building 
goes up in flames
Miranda Krista was just 

relaxing, making herself a 
snack in her kitchen around 7 
p.m. on June 6 when her entire 
home was suddenly enveloped 
in smoke.

"We had to run for evacua-
tion because of the smoke," 
she said. "My house was in all 
the smoke. You couldn't see 
even the road or park from my 
kitchen window."

She and her two children 
quickly evacuated, only to 
find the entire neighbourhood 
was engulfed in smoke bil-
lowing out of an abandoned 
row house, which was ignited 
into an inferno on Kugmalit 
Road next to the local play-
ground. They returned home 
after 10 p.m.

The row house was an 
ongoing concern for residents 
and the Town of Inuvik for 
some time. With over $750,000 
in unpaid back taxes, the town 
was looking at purchasing 
the building on a tax sale. 
However, because the building 
contains lead paint and asbes-
tos, at the time the town was 
informed it would cost over 
$1 million before the building 
could be brought down. 

The building's owner is 
Talal Khatib, a longtime Inu-
vik resident currently out of 
town. It had been unoccupied 
since 2012.

Black Lives Matter 
solidarity protests
Residents from numerous 

cultures took to the streets 
June 12 in solidarity with the 
Black Lives Matter protests 
going on throughout North 
America. Organized by Cli-
mate Action Inuvik, the move-
ment took on a life of its own, 
drawing over 50 people who 
marched in groups of 25 to 

ensure safe physical distancing 
as they voiced their support for 
the fight against racism.

Starting at Ingamo Hall 
around noon, the demonstra-
tors traveled down Mackenzie 
Road before gathering at Chief 
Jim Koe Park to hear several 
speakers and then take a knee 
in silence to honour George 
Floyd – who was killed after 
a police officer knelt on his 
neck for nearly nine minutes 
in Minnesota. That officer 
has been charged with second 
degree murder.

"On behalf of our late par-
ents and grand-parents, our 
children, our grandchildren, 
for everything that we have 
gone through since John A. 
MacDonald decided to start 
the residential school in Can-
ada, I just want you to know 
– Black lives matter!" said 
Gwich'in Elder Sarah Jerome 
to a chorus of cheers from 
listeners. "We might be a little 
lighter shade, but we still have 
gone through a lot of atrocities, 
racism, prejudice ... and we 
survived."

Inuvialuktun 
revitalization

Happy Valley Park has 
transformed into an outdoor 
Inuvialuktun school, with 
Elder Lillian Elias and Inu-
vialuit Regional Corporation 
resolution health support work-
er Susan Peffer leading the 
lessons every Wednesday at 
7 p.m.

For each lesson, Elias runs 
the group of eager students 
through some simple verbs, 
numbers and phrases to help 
people practice their language.

Free to attend, the classes 
went over the basics of vocabu-
lary, grammar and intonations, 
weather permitting. A spokes-
person for the IRC said there 
was room for up to 50 students 
– keeping physically distant, 
of course.

continued on next page
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totally Arctic Wrestling's raging ray Jean (tony devlin) dangled the coveted 
TAW championship belt over Blu Wilder (Wade Blu), Nolerbear (Noel Cockney) 
and Deztro the Eskimofo (Dez Loreen), who were trying to figure out how to 
reach for it while maintaining social distancing.
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July
Tuktoyaktuk celebrates  

nine graduating students
It wasn't your conventional graduation ceremony, but staff at 

Mangilaluk School – along with the entire hamlet of Tuktoyak-
tuk – pulled out all the stops to ensure its nine graduates had a 
magical send-off.

There were a number of online and in-person events held 
throughout the month of June, which culminated in a parade 
through town and they've all been recorded on a video.

"It was not a traditional grad, but it was a virtual grad," said 
principal Ephraim Warren. "If you look at the video, you can tell 
that step by step they had their graduation."

Photos were taken for each grad at the school and the celebra-
tion was crowned with a hat toss at edge of the Arctic Ocean 
before just about the entire hamlet came out to celebrate their 
accomplishment, either by joining the parade through town or 
cheering the grads from their doorsteps.

Ongoing backlash over Gateway sign
Following a public outcry on social media over the proposed 

new Gateway sign that was outsourced to a Nova Scotia design 
firm, an Inuvik artist is suggesting the town separate design and 
engineering aspects of tenders to attract more local artists.

Tony Devlin told Inuvik Drum he requested a copy of the ten-
der as soon as it was available. However, he said the tender read 
more like an engineering project than a design project.

"The tender was issued by the public works department and 
significantly downplayed the actual artistic and visual design of 
the sign," he said. "The only sentence in the entire 15-page tender 
that deals with look and feel was a very generic 'focus design that 
reflects the community's style and brand.'"

Devlin said the two-week time frame that was given to put 
together a bid was far too short for local artists who would want 
to put in a bid.

Tuktoyaktuk gets $3.6M  
to assess coastal erosion

Getting protection for Tuktoyaktuk's eroding coastline has 
been a long journey, but thanks to a cash injection from Ottawa 
they're halfway there.

Mayor Erwin Elias said the hamlet has been working towards 
an application for a feasibility study to deal with the coastline, 
which has been hammered by more and more ocean waves as 
coastal ice melts earlier and earlier in the season.

Now, thanks to a June 10 announcement of $5.5 million – 
which has been distributed to the hamlet, Tuktoyaktuk Commun-
ity Corporation and the departments of Environment and Natural 
Resources and Municipal and Community Affairs, Elias said the 
assessment can be completed and the hamlet can begin writing a 
proposal for Disaster, Mitigation and Adaptation funding. Work 
on the coastline could cost up to $50 million or more. 

August
Bumper crop

Urban farming at Inuvik's community greenhouse is becom-

ing far more productive than expected, with the non-profit facility 
establishing a chicken coop and growing so much food workers 
are now making jams, pickles, chutneys and even giving the food 
away in some cases.

Ray Solotki, the greenhouse's executive director, said the 
facility had produced 300 kilograms of food by mid-July and still 
has two months of growing to go – and so far they've only gotten 
to the light crops.

The greenhouse acquired a temporary food permit and 
expanded its days of sale to four, from its normal two farmer's 
markets per week to sell off the excess produce.

Midnight Sun Fun Run  
holds annual victory lap

It may have been close to two months late, but Inuvik's Mid-
night Sun Fun Run charged forward Aug. 15.

Normally held in conjunction with the summer solstice, the 
run was postponed as its usual date was just after the Northwest 
Territories entered phase two of the GNWT's "Emerging Wisely" 
plan. 

Historically a big draw for tourists, this year it was mainly 
locals keeping up the tradition.

Noting the unusual circumstances, recreation coordinator 
Steve Krug said 28 people came out for the five-kilometre run, 
at least 12 for the 10-km and three braved the full 21-km half-

marathon.
"My wife walked and ran with my five-month-old baby in her 

stroller. There were some people who ran 10 kilometres in previ-
ous years and they stepped up to run a half marathon this year, 
which is a real test of someone's ability and dedication to moving 
forward," he said.

Life jackets on loan
While the Town of Inuvik's plans to have freely accessible 

personal flotation devices for boaters have been put on hold by 
Covid-19 restrictions, that has not stopped town staffers from 
finding a way to offer the PFDs.

Midnight Sun Complex aquatics supervisor Bob Everett said 
anyone who wanted to borrow life preservers for a family boating 
trip merely needed to phone the MSC's front desk and ask.

Everett said the town's main concern was the need to de-
contaminate the PFDs after use. 

He added the town had over 100 preservers in four sizes.

September
Multiple homes in Inuvik  

destroyed by early morning fire
An early morning structure fire destroyed at least two build-

ings and damaged several more on Wolverine Road in Inuvik 
Aug. 29. The Inuvik Fire Department was called at around 3:00 
a.m. and dispatched 14 personnel and six vehicles to stop the 
blaze.

Homes on both sides of burning structure were smoking 
when firefighters arrived. RCMP evacuated the neighbourhood 
as there was significant risk of the fire spreading to other build-
ings. 

The heat of the fire melted cable lines and damaged a 
transformer, knocking out power and telecommunications. The 
occupants of the burning home were able to escape and received 
medical attention for burns and smoke inhalation.

It took until 5:34 a.m. to get the fire under control, with two 
homes destroyed.

Sharpe donates sculpture to  
Inuvik Regional Hospital

Vince Sharpe, former town councillor, following a few visits 
to the Inuvik Regional Hospital,  decided to offer up one of his 
sculptures as a thank you to the staff of the acute care ward. The 
carving was unveiled Sept. 9.

"I had it sitting in my house for a few years," he said. "It's such 
a beautiful carving, I got to thinking that nobody but the people 
that come to my house get to appreciate it, so that bothered me 
a bit."

Chief operating officer Arlene Jorgensen said Sharpe invited 
her to his home earlier in the year to pick out a sculpture. Her 
eyes quickly settled on the piece titled "Traditional Man and 
Dancing Woman," which Sharpe commissioned from renowned 
Tuktoyaktuk carver Eli Nasogaluak Sr.

Avid music student gets guitar donation  
after losing all his instruments in blaze

When John Dillon's home on Wolverine Road went up in 
flames Aug. 29, he was happy to get out alive.

However, once the adrenaline wore off, he realized he had 
lost his guitars in the blaze. For the up-and-coming musician, the 
loss was just more salt in an already deep wound.

"It felt very sad that I wasn't able to play instruments any-
more," said Dillon. "The thing I loved to do was gone."

Members of the community came together to get him strum-
ming again. East Three School music instructor Abe Drennan 
said he was in conversation with a former student, Frankie Hag-
gard, who restores guitars for kids who need them and the pair 
set to work on getting Dillon an instrument.

Before long, they met up with Liege Macdonald, who works 
at the Inuvik Legion McInnes Branch 220, who just happened to 
be trying to sell an electric guitar.

A few quick chats later and Drennan dropped the guitar off 
with Dillon Sept. 18.

Biomass furnaces to be in  
operation by 2022: McLeod

Dreams of clean-energy in the North are much closer to real-
ization today after the federal government announced a massive 
cash injection for biomass, solar and other green-energy projects 
Sept. 22 at the Nihtat Gwich'in Building.

Speaking on behalf of Natural Resources Minister Seamus 
O'Regan, Northwest Territories MP Michael McLeod commit-
ted over $8 million in funding for green technology to further 
Canada's commitment to get Indigenous communities off diesel 
power by 2030.

Nihtat Energy Ltd., the Town of Inuvik, Deline Got'ine Gov-
ernment and the Tulita Land Corporation all received funding 
to expand their green energy capacity. On top of that, the Arctic 
Energy Alliance received $797,000 and Inuvialuit Regional 
Corporation received $184,000 to promote energy literacy and 
capacity throughout the Delta.

continued on next page

NNSL file photo

BreathinG room
Eliza Firth holds her 'Delta rose' mask which was 
a part of the Canada-wide 'Breathe' exhibition this 
fall, starting in Banff. Firth's mask was one of 45 
selected out of 79 submissions.

reStoCkeD
Food bank volunteer Van-
essa Adira assembles pack-
ages to be delivered to cli-
ents Aug. 27. The Food Bank 
was able to stock its shelves 
and replace its remaining 
old appliances thanks to a 
$15,000 credit donation 
from Northmart.
NNSL file photo
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October
Eskimo Inn goes down

On Oct. 5 the Eskimo Inn was demolished, after it had sat 
empty for 10 years.

Inuvik councillors voted 7-0, with Coun. Kurt Wainman 
recusing himself due to pecuniary interest, on Sept. 30 to allow 
for the closure of Mackenzie Road between the Mack Travel 
Building and the Professional Building from Oct. 2 to 5, but in 
the end, the road was only closed for the day of the demolition.

As the building contained chrysotile, which is a type of asbes-
tos, wind monitoring equipment was in place and work was to be 
halted if the wind exceeded 20 kilometres per hour.

All workers completed asbestos training and air quality on three 
sides of the work site was conducted throughout the operation. It's 
estimated the debris consisted of between 75 and 100 loads.

New children's book teaches energy literacy
Seeking ways to help maintain and revitalize their language 

and culture while closing the generational communication gap, 
the Inuvialuit Regional Corporation has announced plans to pub-
lish a children's book in four languages to promote cross-genera-
tional learning about energy literacy between children and elders.

"The book captures traditional values while promoting adap-
tation through knowledge mobilization," said IRC director of 
Innovation, Science and Climate Change Jenn Parrott. 

Funding for the book, titled "Siqiniqmin Aullan", was 
announced by Northwest Territories MP Michael McLeod on 
behalf of Natural Resources minister Seamus O'Regan on Sept. 
22 and is expected to be in publication by March 2022. The 
federal government has committed $184,000 for its publication.

Citizen scientists boost  
Beaufort beluga research

Volunteers were taught to assemble, deploy and retrieve data 
collecting instruments when Covid-19 restrictions put major lim-
its on travel throughout Canada in order to conduct vital Arctic 
research.

"In the past I had went out with the actual scientists and 
helped them get the samples, we learned from each other. They 
were telling me what they needed to gather for their research and 
shared their scientific knowledge while I shared my traditional 
knowledge," said Inuvialuit Joint Secretariat junior resource co-
ordinator Chukita Gruben. 

"This year, we independently were able to go on the field. We 
were able to do the job, record notes and take pictures and videos. 
We loved the trip, to be able to go out on the land, see some wild-
life and go boating and report back the work that was done back 
to the communities, DFO (Department of Fisheries and Oceans) 
and NRCan (Natural Resources Canada)."

A Second Harvest for Inuvik
Freezers in Inuvik were filled with halibut, French fries, 

chicken and much more thanks to a non-profit's effort to save 
restaurant food that would otherwise be wasted.

When Covid-19 forced mass lockdowns across Canada, hun-
dreds of restaurants that would normally purchase food in bulk 
had to cancel their orders, leaving suppliers in the lurch as to 

what to do with their warehouses filled with surplus food. Enter 
Second Harvest – a Canada-wide non-profit that sends food that 
would otherwise get wasted to families in need.

Second Harvest received emergency funding of more than 
$11 million as part of a federal response to the pandemic's 
effect on food security in Canada. More than 14 pallets of food 
were distributed to the Inuvik Food Bank, Inuvik Native Band, 
Nihtat Gwich'in Council, Gwich'in Tribal Council and Inuvialuit 
Regional Corporation. The food was picked up at Nihtat Gwich'in 
Council's office on Oct. 19.

November
'Road building is rock science,  

not rocket science'
At only three years old, the Inuvik-Tuktoyaktuk Highway is 

deteriorating fast and Great Slave MLA Katrina Nokleby is call-
ing for repair work on the highway to be accelerated.

As a geological engineer, she was appalled by what she saw 
when she took a drive up the highway in July with deputy house 
speaker Lesa Semmler, she noted in her Nov. 2 member's state-
ment.

"Why did we go to all the expense of creating an entire high-
way constructed of fill in order to protect the permafrost if we 
were going to skimp on materials and allow its degradation only 
three years after the project was completed?" she asked.

Town establishes naming  
policy for landmarks

Future questions of whether to rename a road, building 
or other piece of public infrastructure will now be addressed 
through a naming policy established by the Town of Inuvik. At 
their Nov. 9 council meeting, town councillors voted 6-0, with 
Couns. Dez Loreen and Kurt Wainman absent, in favour of a 
motion to adopt the naming town facilities and parks policy after 
some minor amendments.

"We did a lot of work on shoring it up," said Mayor Natasha 
Kulikowski. "The reason to create this policy was so we have 
a process that's the same for everyone. Under the new policy, a 
naming committee will be established that will identify promin-
ent Inuvik residents and historical figures when the opportunity 
to rename a building, park or road comes up."

Gwich'in Tribal Council wins  
Governor General's award

The GTC was named this year's recipient of the Governor 
General's award for Excellence in Community Programming 
on Nov. 23 for a project mapping heritage sites created with the 
help of elders. Over the last 20 years, the GTC's Department of 
Cultural Heritage, previously known as the Gwich'in Social and 
Cultural Institute, has been working to map and name heritages 
sites throughout the Northwest Territories and Yukon.

Called the Gwich'in Goonanh'kak Goog-wandak: The Places 
and Stories of the Gwich'in, the project was borne out of a desire 
of elders to preserve names from oral histories of the Gwich'in 
people. With the help of more than 74 Gwich'in elders and trad-
itional land users, this has accumulated into the creation of an 
online atlas, as well as official recognition of Gwich'in place 

names.
"I have always admired the elders and their knowledge about 

the land and place names," said GTC director of Culture and 
Heritage Sharon Snowshoe.

December
Beaufort students using  

laptops for online learning
From Helen Kalvak Elihakvik in Ulukhaktok to Chief Julius 

in Fort McPherson and every school in between, students in 
grades 7 to 12 are now equipped with laptops to help them with 
their studies, completing a project several years in the making.

Beaufort Delta District Education Council assistant super-
intendent Devin Roberts said the school board had been eager to 
establish a digital connection for its students for some time, but 
the ongoing threat of Covid-19 and the possibility of a lockdown 
at any moment made the project a top priority.

"The idea predates Covid-19," he said. "We were looking at the 
discrepancy in regards to access to education. With 21th century 
learning you need access to the internet and computers. Covid-19 
just exasperated the problem for us."

In total, 684 laptops were purchased for the students.

Gwichya Gwich'in president  
says she was forced out 

Calling for a review of the council's leadership accountability 
Gwichya Gwich'in President Julie-Ann Andre says she was sus-
pended by council in July after being on sick leave for two months.

However, she says the organization is suffering from a lack of 
accountability and is contravening its own bylaws.

"They asked to meet with me in September and at that time 
the somehow had seven directors and not five," she told Inuvik 
Drum. "Having more than five directors is breaking the bylaw."

Noting she was on sick leave when the council voted to sus-
pend her, Andre added the DGO had been without an executive 
director for over a year. She said an interim executive director had 
sat in from March to July and a suitable candidate was found, but 
the new director only stayed on the job for a week.

Andre added she had put in the call for a special assembly in 
June and then again in September but started the petition only 
after not receiving a response from the DGO.

Inuvik's toughest mudders
Sub-zero temperatures, minimal sunlight and icy roads aren't 

usually the ideal conditions for a day-long marathon, but four Inu-
vik athletes showed that was merely an illusion as they completed 
a 24-hour race held across the planet on Nov. 7.

Normally, the world's most dedicated runners and athletes 
make an annual pilgrimage to compete in the World's Toughest 
Mudder. This year, it was supposed to be held in Dallas, Texas, 
but instead went digital due to the pandemic. This meant the ath-
letes, Dave Urquhart, Stephanie Leduc, Geo Pascal and Amelie 
Mainguy-Deslandes, who would have been running in the 20-to-
30 C Texas heat, instead were enduring -10 C temperatures in 
Inuvik. But they didn't skip a beat. Because athletes were compet-
ing remotely the team had to get creative for their obstacles, using 
stairs, equipment and other odds and ends around the Midnight 
Sun Complex.

photo courtesy of Lawrence Norbert

no SanD? no proBLem! 
Heidi Blake, Paisley mitchell, Payton Inglangasuk and Brooklyn Niditchie bury 
Lennox Blake in the snow at Tsiigehtchic's community Christmas celebrations 
Dec. 2. Goes to show you can make a beach anywhere.
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