
Ft. Liard case isolated in 
Hay River, says Kandola

After Covid-19 found in Hub wastewater, 115 more people tested
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"We will be able to offer packaging and displays that allow entrepreneurs to get their products to market."

– Derek Mundy, the owner/operator of Poison Graphics, to use $100K GNWT grant to buy specialized printer, page 7.
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Four-year-old Sydney Harrison was honoured on Jan. 15 as Volunteer of the Year with 
Growing Together, a program for families with young children. Sydney sometimes 
helped her mother, Roxanne Harrison, deliver wellness and cooking kits to homes 
around the community in a program last fall. Sydney was very helpful, said Brenda 
Hall, executive director of Growing Together. "So I just thought that was special."
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The Town of Hay River is con-
cerned about motorists speeding 
and using cellphones while driv-
ing through the community's school 
zones.

"We're putting an awful lot of 
attention to the school zones right 
now," Ross Potter, the town's director 
of protective services, told the Jan. 
11 online meeting of town council. 
"I find it really quite unbelievable 
the number of people that are using 
cellphones and speeding through the 
school zones."

Potter said that earlier on Jan. 11 
the town's bylaw officer had ticketed 
a driver doing 68 kilometres per 
hour in a school zone, where the 
speed limit is 30 km per hour.

Such a high speed is "totally 
ridiculous," he said. "Nobody should 
be in that big of a hurry and, if they 
are, they should be starting their day 
a little bit earlier maybe. So we're 
going to continue focusing on the 
school zones."

Potter said there are also con-
cerns about some drivers passing 
school buses when they're off-load-
ing students, which he described as 
a really scary situation.

The concerns about high speeds 
and distracted driving were detailed 
in the emergency services report 
for December by Travis Rosbor-

ough, the town's protective services 
specialist, also known as the bylaw 
officer.

"Distracted driving continues to 
be a significant issue in Hay River," 
he wrote in the report, which was 
presented at the Jan. 11 meeting of 
council.

Rosborough stated that most of 
those caught using electronic devices 
while driving are not youth or young 
adults, but have been people in their 
mid-40s to mid-60s.

And he said that one individual 
has been caught on a cellphone three 
times while driving.

Aside from the school zones, Ros-
borough said there are continuous 
reports of vehicles speeding along 
Mackenzie Highway as they enter 
the 40 km per hour zone just south 
of Porritt Landing to 104th Street.

Signs have been posted by com-
panies in that area to notify drivers 
that workers are present and to slow 
down, he wrote. "Residents in 104th 
Street have also made complaints 
of speeding in the residential zone 
where kids are at play."

During the Jan. 11 meeting, 
Coun. Linda Duford said that ear-
lier that day she was almost hit by 
a vehicle as she was walking on the 
crosswalk in front of NWT Centen-
nial Library.

The driver of the vehicle was 
on a cellphone and failed to stop 
for her, she said. "And I actually 

had to turn around and run, and 
I just barely missed getting hit." 
Duford said she was shook up and 

didn't get the licence plate number 
on the vehicle.

"It's scary when that happens," 

she. "You see someone come along 
and they have no idea that there's 
someone crossing the road."

Speeding, passing of off-loading buses, distracted driving taking place in safety zones

Dangerous driving in school zones

Paul Bickford/NNSL photo

The Town of Hay River is concerned about speeding in the community's school zones.
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Hub's possible link to 
Liard Covid-19 cases

Health officials have said that a Covid-19 
outbreak in Fort Liard involves a person who 
had self-isolated in Hay River.

At a Jan. 17 news conference in Yellow-
knife, Dr. Kami Kandola, the chief public 
health officer for the NWT, explained the Fort 
Liard case – actually three cases as of that day 
– may therefore be related to a Covid-19 sig-
nal found in wastewater tested in Hay River 
in early January.

As a result of the signal in Hay River, 
Kandola said roughly 115 individuals have 
responded to a call to be tested if they are or 
had been self-isolating in the community.

"We have yet to identify additional cases 
of Covid-19," she said of the situation in Hay 
River.

"However, we are exploring the poten-
tial of connection between the Fort Liard 
cases and the Hay River wastewater signal. 
The individual who was tested for Covid-
19 responded to the public health advisory 
indicating anyone who had been in Hay 
River during that period should be tested." 
That person had already travelled to Fort 
Liard and was tested there.

"We do need more data about wastewater 
in Hay River to pursue this theory further 
and we do expect these results in the coming 
days," said Kandola.

She said that, as a result of the Covid-19 
signal in the wastewater in Hay River, Protect 
NWT had called everyone isolating in the 
community, whether they were still there or 

not, and advised them to get tested.
"And because of that wastewater signal, 

which is an early detection signal, and because 
of the public health advisory, we were able to 
get timely access to a positive case, and, sub-
sequently, testing of close contacts picked up 
the additional two cases," she said of the Fort 
Liard situation.

"So in this scenario this worked really 
well. We're still waiting for additional waste-
water signals from Hay River just to make 
sure if there's ongoing signalling happening 
or if it goes back to negative."

Water sampling shows hit
On Jan. 13, Kandola's office had advised 

that wastewater samples analyzed in Hay 
River from Jan. 1 to 6 had shown signs 
of Covid-19, indicating there might be an 
undetected case in the community or the 
signal might be from one or more travellers 
who were self-isolating or who had even left 
the territory.

People who had self-isolated in that time 
period were advised to be tested.

On Jan. 16, a GNWT news release stated 
that the Public Health Agency of Canada's 
National Microbiology Laboratory reported 
a persistent positive Covid-19 signal in Hay 
River wastewater in samples collected in the 
previous 48 hours leading up to Jan. 11.

As a result, anyone who had self-isolated 
since Jan. 1 or was still in self-isolation in Hay 
River or K'atlodeeche First Nation was urged 
to be tested.

The Jan. 17 news conference in Yellow-
knife dealt with several Covid-19 develop-

ments in the NWT – the Fort Liard cases, the 
Hay River wastewater signal and a case of 
unknown origin in Yellowknife.

Health and Social Services Minister Julie 
Green said the NWT is now navigating more 
uncertainty than at any other time during the 
pandemic.

"It's understandably making residents feel 
anxious in the communities of Fort Liard, 
Hay River and Yellowknife," she said. "That 
anxiety is natural."

However, she said the GNWT has pre-
pared for these types of situations. In Fort 
Liard, the GNWT imposed 14 days of con-
tainment measures to control the situation.

"This was in response to a large amount of 
contacts resulting from confirmed cases over 
the last 48 hours," Kandola said on Jan. 17. 
"When there are a large number of contacts, 
there is a much higher likelihood of there 
being additional cases and a much higher 
likelihood of onward transmissions."

There is a good chance there will be 
additional cases identified in Fort Liard, she 
said." We are confident that the source case 
was linked to travel outside the Northwest 
Territories. We have not identified any public 
exposure events along the travel route or in 
any other communities at this time."

As of Jan. 17, Kandola said there were 
approximately 50 individuals self-isolating 
in Fort Liard as contacts of the confirmed 
Covid-19 cases, although that number may 
change quickly.

"Right now, we would classify this as a 
small community cluster," she said. "All iden-
tified infections are from a known source."

PAUl BIckfoRD
editor@ssimicro.com
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Public opening hours
changed at town hall

There has been a slight change to the 
public opening hours at Hay River town 
hall.

"Our office hours for the admin-
istrative building have been modestly 
expanded to 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. to allow 
additional time for members of the public 
to access services," said Sam Mugford, 
the director of finance, during the Jan. 11 
online meeting of council. "Employees 
are still available via phone or e-mail 
from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. and, if someone 
is unable to get in during 10 to 3 and they 
need to physically be in the office, we 
can schedule times for them to come in 
beyond that."

The public opening hours at town hall 
had previously been reduced to 11 a.m. to 
3 p.m. on workdays because of the Covid-
19 pandemic.

Permanent home
for Secret Santa

Secret Santa, the annual Christmas-
time collection and distribution of gifts 
and food to help needy families in Hay 
River and on the Hay River Reserve, has 
found a new permanent home.

On Jan. 14, organizer Tracy Cross 
Gauthier announced on Facebook that 
Mackenzie Electric has provided a perma-
nent space for Secret Santa on the second 
floor of its new building.

The space has been made available for 
the storage, sorting, wrapping and distri-
bution of the gifts.

 
Appeal board

members appointed
During its Jan. 11 online meeting, Hay 

River town council appointed members of 
the development appeal board.

The members are Mark Horton, Peter 
Maher, Alvin Pitre, Vince McKay, Liam 
Dean, Tracy Schumann and Coun. Jeff 
Groenewegen.

They will serve for a term which 
began on Jan. 12 and ends Jan. 11, 2024.

Society to present
film Sovereign Soil

The Hay River Film Society will 
present a showing of the film Sovereign 
Soil, beginning at 3 p.m. on Jan. 23 at 
Riverview Cineplex.

It will be followed by a live question-
and-answer session with director David 
Curtis.

The showing is free for members of 
the Hay River Film Society, while non-
members will pay $8 at the door.

Fraser Place plans proceed
Sam Mugford, the town's director of 

finance, told the Jan. 11 online meeting 
of council that progress continues to be 
made on plans for the financing, market-
ing and sales of the Fraser Place land 
development.

"So as part of that we will be bring-
ing a preliminary design package before 
council by the end of February, which 
will include revised costing and pricing 
estimates, as well as a recommended 
financing structure and financial model," 
said Mugford.

Mike Auge, the town's director of pub-
lic works, said that the process of rezon-
ing the land has also begun.

Person diagnosed with disease had self-isolated in Hay River

Blair McBride/NNSL photo

Territorial medical director Dr. AnneMarie Pegg speaks to reporters at the NWT legislature in Yellowknife as Premier 
Caroline Cochrane and Environment and Natural Resources Minister Shane Thompson look on Jan. 17. 

Did we get it wrong?
Hay River Hub is committed to getting facts 

and names right. With that goes a commitment to 
acknowledge mistakes and run corrections. If you 
spot an error in Hay River Hub, call 867-873-4031 or 
email editor@ssimicro.com. We'll get a correction or 
clarification in as soon as we can. active cases: 4

Confirmed cases: 40
Recovered cases: 36
Completed tests: 10,851
Negative tests: 10,811
Pending tests: 122

days since first confirmed case: 305
days since last confirmed case: 2
Common symptoms: Runny nose or congestion (57 
per cent), cough (57 per cent), fever, (39 per cent), 
muscle aches (39 per cent),  headache (32 per 
cent), malaise (32 per cent), fatigue (29 per cent)

fact fIlE
NWT coVID-19 SITUATIoN AS of JAN. 18

Source: Office of the Chief Public Health Officer

Scan for the
latest GNWT

Covid-19 statistics
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In this more-than-usually 
bleak January, it might be 
an appropriate time to stop 
and think about some of 
the good things that happen 
in our community.

Perhaps everyone could 
use some sign that things 
are going to be OK.

Almost all of 2020 and 
now the beginning of 2021 
has been unsettling, to 
say the least. The ongoing 
Covid-19 pandemic, even 
with the beginning of vac-
cinations in the NWT, con-
tinues to fray nerves, along 
with the associated eco-
nomic uncertainty.

And on the international 
scene, you can throw in an 
attempted insurrection in 
Washington, D.C., on Jan. 
6 to rattle everyone. Who 
knows what will happen 
today – Jan. 20 – when a 
new president 
is to be inaugur-
ated in the United 
states?

It is a nervous time in 
Hay River, the NWT and the 
world. Where can you look 
in times like these to feel 
better?

Well, one place to start 
might be other people – 
those who are doing good 
things to make the world 
better, bit by bit. In an 
uncertain world, that is one 
thing that never changes. 
There are many people 
working for the good of the 
community.

Over the past few weeks, 
The Hub has told you about 

some of these people. They 
are often called volunteers, 
but they are probably better 

described as com-
munity-minded 
people.

They don't just 
stay at home reading books, 
though reading is good, or 
watching television, less so. 
These people get involved 
in the community and try to 
make things a little bit bet-
ter for everyone.

That is an admirable 
thing for them to do.

And the really encour-
aging thing is that there 
are many of those types of 
people in Hay River. They 
are really everywhere.

If you are in need of 
some reassurance that 
everything is going to work 

out fine, you could simply 
consider the many people 
making this community a 
better place to live.

Here are a few of those 
people, but there are 
many others that could be 
named.

The Hub recently talked 
to Chuck Lirette at the Hay 
River ski Club about the 
new maintenance garage 
at the club. The garage – in 
which biathletes can prac-
tise indoors when it's too 
cold outside – is a perfect 
example of community-
minded people in the club 
and the business sector 
joining together to build 
something valuable for 
young people involved in 
sports.

Then there are Wayne 

Korotash and Melissa Hoff-
man, the owners of Hay 
River Home Hardware, who 
donated about 225 practice 
jerseys to minor hockey, 
and Gary Vizniowski, who 
organized the recent Christ-
mas Bird Count, something 
he has been doing for many 
years.

The list goes on.
There are many people 

trying to make this a better 
community.

They may not know it – 
probably because they aren't 
told often enough – but 
community-minded people 
are an inspiration to every-
one and they provide exam-
ples that others can follow.

In these uncertain times, 
it really is good to know that 
those people are out there.

NNSL file photo

Chuck Lirette, the biathlon coach and trails supervisor with the ski club is one of Hay River's many 
community-minded residents.

HubOpiniOn
Historical Quote

""In my heart, I'm confident I
could make a good president."

– Joe Biden

2011
CCNA

Are you happy the NHL is back?

You 
Said 
It!

Jaidyn Henderson
"It's good. at least I have 
a show to watch."

Dason Vermillion
"It's good. I kind of like 
watching the NHL some-
times."

keira Durocher
"Yeah, because it's fun. 
The only part I don't like 
about it is when my dad 
screams."

Gwyneth Devera
"Yes, because I really 
like hockey and I just 
like watching hockey."

Mid-winter inspiration
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From now on, teams in Hay River Minor 
Hockey will not have to worry about pinnies to 
divide the players into separate sides for scrim-
mage games during practice.

Instead of pinnies, all minor hockey players 
now have reversible practice sweaters thanks to 
a recent donation from a Hay River business.

About 125 of the practice sweaters – white 
and blue – were presented earlier this month by 
Hay River Home Hardware.

Wayne Korotash, the co-owner of Home 
Hardware, said it was a significant donation 
for the business.

"It was the first time that we had gone to 
a sponsorship of this amount," he said, noting 
the business would previously donate things 
like fundraising prizes during tournaments. 
"We would always donate for that and odd little 
things here and there when they needed it, but 
nothing of this amount or this significance."

Korotash said he and his wife, Melissa Hof-
mann, who co-owns Hay River Home Hard-
ware, have always been big believers in making 
sure that they give back to the community.

"And we figured this was a great way to do 
it," he said. "The kids needed some practice 
sweaters instead of wearing their tournament 
sweaters. Everything kind of fell into place, 
and we're always big on giving to kids' organ-
izations."

Korotash declined to say how much the 
donation cost Hay River Home Hardware.

Pennie Pokiak, the president of Hay River 
Minor Hockey, is very pleased about the dona-
tion of the practice sweaters.

"That was unique in the sense that it was for 
the entire association," she said. "Each division 
has a sponsor and our sponsors do purchase 
new sweaters when required for that specific 
division, but never for the entire association. 
So since I've been involved in minor hockey, 

which has been probably 12 years, we've never 
received a sponsorship like that. So this is 
pretty exciting for us."

Pokiak said a practice sweater went to every 
single young player in all divisions – initiation, 
novice, atom, peewee, bantam and midget.

"We've never had practice sweaters, and 
typically if we want to play a game when we're 
on the ice within a group we would just put 
pinnies on," she said.

Pokiak explained that one advantage of hav-
ing the practice sweaters is that they will save 
the game sweaters for tournaments.

"We only wear our game sweaters for tour-
naments or games as we want them to last as 
long as they can," she said, noting the game 
sweaters come in light and dark colours.

"They're expensive and we try to make them 
last four to six years for a set," she added. "So 
we kind of frown upon our kids using them just 
in normal everyday practice."

Kirsten Fischer, the director of the peewee 
division with Hay River Minor Hockey, also 
appreciates the donation of the practice sweat-
ers.

"The kids love it," Fischer said. "They were 
very happy. So we gave them out on Tuesday 
(Jan. 12). They were really excited."

Korotash said that the players will own the 
practice sweaters.

"We bought them for the kids. So they own 
them," he said. "So when they're done, if they 
decide not to play hockey anymore, they keep 
them, or they'll grow into the next level."

Korotash, who himself played minor hock-
ey in Hay River, said Home Hardware will 
probably make an annual donation of practice 
sweaters.

"It is definitely something that Melissa and 
I are talking about," he said. "Now that the big-
gest core of kids have got the sweaters, it will 
be easier and not as expensive to get for the 
new kids that are coming into initiation next 
year and if some of them outgrow them."

Lookin' sharp at practice

PAUl BIckfoRD
editor@ssimicro.com
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Hay River Home 
Hardware has 
donated about 125 
practice sweaters 
to all minor hockey 
players in the com-
munity. Displaying 
and modelling the 
jerseys are, left to 
right, Kirsten Fisch-
er, the director of 
the peewee division; 
players Ethan Fisch-
er, Liam Steinwand, 
Delaney Buckley and 
Ryder Korotash; and 
Wayne Korotash, 
the co-owner of Hay 
River Home Hard-
ware.
Paul Bickford/NNSL photo

Minor hockey receives donation of
about 125 practice sweaters for players
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Graphic
content

A Hay River business has 
become the first recipient of 
support from a new GNWT 
program.

Poison Graphics received 
$100,000 to help with the pur-
chase of a specialized printer.

The funding, announced 
on Jan. 14, is the territorial 
government's 
i n a u g u r a l 
NWT Manu-
f a c t u r i n g 
I n n o v a t i o n 
and Technol-
ogy Contribu-
tion.

Introduced 
in the North-
west Territories Manufactur-
ing Strategy of 2019, the con-
tribution is designed to support 
manufacturers investing in 
technology aimed at reducing 
costs or improving productiv-
ity and resulting in increased 
local employment.

"Thanks to the GNWT's 
support, Poison Graphics is set 
to take another step forward," 
said Derek Mundy, the owner/
operator of Poison Graphics. 
"In particular, we will be able 
to offer packaging and displays 
that will allow entrepreneurs 
to get their products to market 
and establish in-store displays 
for their products. This prom-
ises to open an exciting new 
chapter in Hay River's manu-
facturing sector."

Mundy said the HP R200 
Latex Printer will be very large.

"It will be able to print 100 
inches wide directly onto the 
substrate," he said, explaining 
substrate means such things 
as wooden panels or plastic. 
"Right now, the way we're 

going about doing it is we're 
printing all of our signs on the 
vinyl adhesive decal and then 
we're mounting them to the 
substrates."

The new printer, which will 
cost a total of $130,000, is not 
expected to arrive from the 
United States until the spring. 
Mundy said it will be one of 

just 20 such 
printers in all 
of Canada.

W i t h 
i n c r e a s e d 
outputs, Poi-
son Graphics 
anticipates a 
need to hire 
more techni-

cians, graphic designers and 
sales personnel.

The new technology is also 
expected to reduce waste and 
production costs, while contrib-
uting to improved delivery times. 

"The GNWT is working to 
expand the NWT's manufac-
turing sector by supporting the 
professional and technological 
advancement of the industry," 
stated Industry, Tourism and 
Investment Minister Caroline 
Wawzonek in a news release 
announcing the funding for 
Poison Graphics.  "Increased 
consumer awareness and 
demand for NWT products 
will help drive supply and con-
tribute to employment, invest-
ment and economic activity in 
this sector."

The application deadline was 
Dec. 13 for the inaugural NWT 
Manufacturing Innovation and 
Technology Contribution.

A total of 15 applications 
were received – 11 from the 
North Slave and four from the 
South Slave.

Paul Bickford/NNSL photo

Derek Mundy is the owner/operator of Hay Riv-
er's Poison Graphics, which has received the terri-
torial government's inaugural NWT Manufacturing 
Innovation and Technology Contribution.

$100K grant helps Poison 
Graphics buy new printer

with Paul Bickford

Back
to business

Northern News Services
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