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MLA Delorey passes

Paul Delorey was a tireless curling volunteer and a respected legislator
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"The Covid-19 pandemic is far from over and society cannot let its guard down for a second."

– Hub reporter Paul Bickford reflects on the road still before us, page 4.

Paul Bickford/NNSL photo

The New Year's Eve fireworks display by the Town of Hay River and the fire department took place directly over 
downtown, fired from near the fire hall due to unusual ice conditions on the Hay River. They're usually based near 
the head of the ice crossing to Katl'odeeche First Nation.
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Paul Delorey, a former MLA, avid com-
petitive curler and dedicated community vol-
unteer, died on Jan. 1 at the age of 71.

His death resulted in a wave of tributes 
from residents of Hay River and beyond.

Delorey was first elected MLA for Hay 
River North in 1999, and was re-elected 
twice. In 2004, he was chosen by other MLAs 
to become the Speaker of the legislative 
assembly.

His time as MLA ended in 2011 when he 
did not seek re-election.

Delorey was born in Nova Scotia in 1949, 
and first came to Hay River in 1968. Three 
years later, he permanently moved to the 
community, where he worked as a train con-
ductor before entering territorial politics.

Among those offering praise for his num-
erous contributions to the community was 
Keith Dohey, president of the Hay River 
Curling Club.

"Paul was a cornerstone of our club," 
Dohey stated in a Facebook tribute on Jan. 
2. "His contributions and dedication to our 
organization are legendary. He served on our 
executive in varying capacities for over 40 
years, helping to ensure the success of the 
club and growing the sport of curling in our 
community and the North."

As a competitor, Delorey played in numer-
ous territorial, national and even internation-
al curling events over the years, including 
mixed, masters, club and 55+ championships. 
In 2016, his mixed team won gold at the Can-
ada 55+ Games.

As a coach, he helped guide other curlers 
at many events, including the Arctic Winter 
Games, the Canada Winter Games, Junior 
Nationals, Under-18 championships and even 
the Scotties Tournament of Hearts in 2002.

In recognition of his contributions to curl-
ing, Delorey was selected to be a member 
of the Governor General's Curling Club, a 
prestigious group with just 100 honorary 
members.

"He leaves behind a legacy that will last 
forever and shoes that can never be filled," 
said Dohey." "Our club and our sport are 
where they are today in large part because 
of Paul’s tireless efforts, we owe him a debt 
of gratitude for his contributions and will do 
our best to continue down the path he paved 
for us."

In comments to The Hub, Dohey noted 
Delorey was also involved in many other 
areas of the community, whether it be his 
time in politics or working for the railway or 
his contributions to the Knights of Columbus, 
during which he helped found a major fund-
raiser called Lobsterfest.

Dohey said Delorey was "dedicated" to 
Hay River.

Delorey was named Hay River's Citizen of 
the Year in 2019, particularly for his contribu-
tions as MLA and as a curler and coach.

"I couldn't be happier to be a member of 
this community," Delorey said as he accepted 
the honour from the Town of Hay River.

And he expressed that the future of Hay 
River was important to him, particularly that 
the community's children grow up in a good 
environment.

"That's what it's all been about for me," 
he said.

Delorey was introduced as Citizen of the 
Year by Glenn Smith, a long-time friend 
and a teammate at several national curling 
tournaments.

"What he has contributed to the com-
munity and the Northwest Territories and to 
curling, it just speaks volumes to the type of 
person that he was," said Smith of Delorey's 
passing, adding the Delorey name is symbolic 

of curling in the NWT and beyond.
Smith, who is a director with the curling 

club and also the senior administrative officer 
with the Town of Hay River, noted Delorey 
continued curling at a competitive level into 
his latter years.

Smith described Delorey as a community 
builder and a friend to all, and someone who 
was involved in many aspects of Hay River, 
from serving as MLA to working for his 
church to even having the idea of a Chase the 
Ace fundraiser to help the curling club.

"He should be a role model for all com-
munity citizens to see what he's given to all 
these things," Smith said.

Delorey, who also previously served as 
head icemaker for the curling rink, was once 
first runner-up as volunteer of the year for 
the whole country with the Canadian Curling 
Association.

The NWT Curling Association said 
Delorey will be sorely missed.

"Paul was a fierce competitor at many ter-
ritorial and national championships, and he 
coached many young athletes, including his 
children," the association noted in a Facebook 
post, which also recognized Delorey for his 
"passion" for the sport.

Jane Groenewegen, the former MLA for 
Hay River South, served in the legislative 
assembly with Delorey for 12 years.

"He was certainly a very hard worker on 
behalf of his constituents," she said, noting he 
was also very well-liked and well-respected 
by other MLAs. 

She added that, as Speaker of the legisla-
tive assembly, Delorey also represented the 
NWT on the national stage many times.

Delorey was Speaker from 2004 to 2011.
"I believe that as a representative of his 

constituents in the legislative assembly, he 
made Hay River very, very proud," said Groe-
newegen.

PAUl BIckfoRD
editor@ssimicro.com

News
Briefs

New languages commissioner 
moves office to Fort Smith

Brenda Gauthier of Fort Smith has been 
named the new official languages commis-
sioner of the NWT.

The appointment was announced on Dec. 11 
by the Speaker of the legislative assembly, on 
the recommendation of the GNWT's Board of 
Management.

Gauthier's appointment becomes effective 
Jan. 11. She will be relocating the Office of 
the Official Languages Commissioner from 
Yellowknife to Fort Smith.

A Dec. 14 news release from the legislative 
assembly noted Gauthier has more than 20 
years of management experience in the fields 
of justice and intergovernmental relations.

The official languages commissioner is 
legislated by the Official Languages Act.

RCMP asks public for info on 
attempted break and enter

The RCMP is investigating an attempted 
break and enter at the Hay River Visitor Infor-
mation Centre. An unknown person made mul-
tiple attempts to gain entry to the building at 
some point between noon on Dec. 25 and 3:40 
p.m. on Dec. 26, according to a Dec. 29 news 
release from the police. 

Anyone who may have noticed suspicious 
activity in the area of the visitor information 
centre in that time period is being asked to 
call the Hay River RCMP at 874-1111, contact 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477 or text 
'nwtnutips' plus a message to 274637.

After School Club
to begin on Jan. 15

The Town of Hay River's Department of 
Recreation will host an After School Club on 
Fridays, between Jan. 15 to Feb. 5.

The club will offer children ages five 
years and up an afternoon of fun and games 
from 1 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. in the multipur-
pose room of the Hay River Commun-
ity Centre, plus an hour of pool time. 
Registration is open at the customer service 
desk at the Hay River Community Centre.

The registration fee is $50.

Nominations sought for
Wise Women Awards

Nominations are being requested for the 
2020 Wise Women Awards.

The awards are presented annually by the 
Status of Women Council of the NWT.

The nomination deadline is noon on Jan. 20.
The awards will be presented on March 8, 

which is International Women's Day.
The Status of Women Council of the NWT 

created the Wise Women Awards in 1992 to 
recognize and celebrate strong women who 
are helping their communities. Since then, 126 
women have been recognized.

In the capital or at the curling rink, former MLA and
tireless volunteer Paul Delorey was a star in the House

Coming home 
with the hammer

NNSL file photos

Paul Delorey was known for his love of curling. He set up an outdoor curling sheet on the Hay River in February 
2017 for Winter Celebration. That was during a time when there was no indoor curling rink in Hay River as the com-
munity centre was being rebuilt. He died New Years Day at age 71.

Did we get it wrong?
Hay River Hub is committed to getting facts and 

names right. With that goes a commitment to acknowledge 
mistakes and run corrections. If you spot an error in Hay 
River Hub, call 867-873-4031 or email editor@ssimicro.
com. We'll get a correction or clarification in as soon as 
we can.

photo courtesy of NWT Legislative assembly

Brenda Gauthier of Fort Smith is the 
new official languages commissioner 
of the NWT.
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As each new year begins, 
it's a tradition to believe that 
things will be different and 
hopefully better as calendars 
are replaced.

Most times that is just 
wishful thinking, and every-
one knows that things will 
really not change all that 
much.

However, leaving 2020 
behind and moving into 
2021 may actually offer 
some reason to believe that 
this year will indeed be much 
different and much better.

Late last year – it's good 
to be able to call 2020 last 
year – the first shipment of 
the Moderna vaccine against 
Covid-19 arrived in the NwT 
and the first vaccinations 
were made on Dec. 31 at 
long-term care facilities in 
Yellowknife and 
Behchoko.

while 2020 
was the year dur-
ing which we all 
got used to living with Covid-
19, 2021 will hopefully be 
the year when the disease 
is brought under control and 
our lives will start getting 
back to normal.

However, that optimism – 
even if warranted – must be 
enjoyed with a healthy dose 
of realism.

Although vaccines have 
begun arriving in the NwT, 
the Covid-19 pandemic is far 
from over and society can-
not let its guard down for a 

second.
It should go without say-

ing, but needs to be said 
anyway, that it 
will take some 
time for enough 
vaccine to arrive 
in the NwT for 

everyone who wants to 
receive it. There is also a 
whole lot of work for the 
GNwT to do to educate 
people, and get the vaccine 
into the arms of priority seg-
ments of the population and 
then everyone else.

Dr. Kami Kandola, the 
NwT's chief public health 
officer, said last week that 
the vaccinations for the gen-
eral population will not take 
place until mid-March and 
the necessary second dose 

will not be administered until 
28 days later in April.

Only then will it be known 
if the target of 70 per cent 
of the eligible population – 
those 18 years of age and 
over – has been vaccinated 
to create herd immunity.

so it's obvious that, 
despite the great news that 
vaccinations have begun in 
the NwT, the pandemic is far 
from over.

still, 2021 is starting with 
an optimism that was sadly 
lacking in 2020, one of 
the bleakest years in living 
memory.

The sour aftertaste of 
2020 will remain for a while 
yet, but the NwT and the 
world are on track to recover 
from Covid-19.

Now we must stay the 
course and do everything 
we can do as individuals to 
help in the battle against 
the Covid-19 pandemic. If 
you don't know what that 
involves, you have been living 
in a cave for the last year.

But it seems some people 
still never learn. For instance, 
the recent international vaca-
tions by provincial cabinet 
ministers in Ontario and 
Alberta were just so idiotic, 
irresponsible and hypocritical 
as to be almost beyond 
belief.

such behaviour makes it 
all the more important that 
responsible citizens keep up 
the fight against Covid-19.

Victory is well within sight, 
but it's not here quite yet.

photo courtesy of the GNWT

The first shipment of 7,200 doses of the Moderna vaccine against Covid-19 arrived in Yellowknife 
on Dec. 28.

HubOpiniOn
Historical Quote

"Ring out the false, ring in the true."
– alfred Lord Tennyson

2011
CCNA

Do you make New Year's resolutions?

You 
Said 
It!

corin Thompson
"Yes, I do. I do that 
because I like to set 
goals for the year and 
try to stick to them. It 
helps."

Peter Redvers
"Yes, I generally set New 
Year's resolutions. I'm 
fairly goal-oriented and 
so I like to have some-
thing to kind of inspire 
and motivate me."

kevin Douglas
"No, I do not. I don't 
really have anything to 
make. Maybe lose a 
little bit of weight, but 
that's about it."

Susan Morash
"No. Just because it's a 
certain day you make a 
promise to yourself that 
usually you can't keep. 
So now I just go with the 
flow, and what I need to 
do I need to do."

Welcome to 2021
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January
A helping hand from

KFN to Australia
A member of K'atlodeeche First Nation was 

off to Australia to help battle a fire crisis. Rael-
ene Lamalice of the Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources (ENR) was one of 
four employees who headed to Australia on Jan. 
16 as part of a group of Canadians sent to help 
fight extraordinary blazes. Lamalice, 28, served 
as a resource unit leader. Her job was to gather 
and co-ordinate information on a fire to ensure 
proper planning. 

"I'm excited for it," she said prior to departing. 
Lamalice is an administrative assistant with 
ENR's forest management division, which has 
offices on the Hay River Reserve, where she 
lives.

Council hears complaints
about taxi services

Hay River town council was hearing con-
cerns about taxi services. "I think it's some-
thing that we should keep an eye on because 
throughout the community it's something that 
we've heard quite a bit about," said Coun. Keith 
Dohey on Jan. 27. Council received a written 
report on the issue from Ross Potter, the direc-
tor of protective services, particularly about an 
outreach to the community's two cab companies 
to ensure compliance with a municipal bylaw. 

The Taxi License Bylaw specifies taxi oper-
ators must provide 24-hour service and operate 
two vehicles per company. Island Taxi owner 
Garth Mackie said the biggest problem facing 
taxi companies was finding employees.

TV series conceived by Kelvin 
Redvers comes to life

A documentary series – which began as an 
idea by a filmmaker originally from Hay River 

– hit television screens across Canada. That 
concept by Kelvin Redvers became High Arctic 
Haulers, which follows the annual summer sea-
lift to Nunavut. 

"I actually pitched the original idea for the 
show," said Redvers, who lives in Vancouver. 
The pitch – nearly five years before the show 
hit the air – was to the Vancouver production 
company Great Pacific Media, which brought 
Redvers on to work with a creative team to 
develop the concept. High Arctic Haulers pre-
miered on Jan. 5 on CBC. The first season 
consisted of seven one-hour episodes. Redvers 
directed several of those episodes.

February
Ecole Boreale students  
claim debating trophy

A two-student team from Ecole Boreale 
made an impression at their first debating 
competition. The team – 17-year-old Grade 
12 students Reegan Jungkind and Victoria 
Tweedie-Pitre – attended the French-language 
Sommet des débats in Edmonton on Feb. 8 and 
finished fifth out of 12 teams. 

They won the Rookie Team Award among 
the students in Grades 10 to 12. Jungkind said 
the good showing was surprising and excit-
ing, while Tweedie-Pitre said the team wasn't 
expecting to win anything at the competition, 
where legal issues are debated. Other teams 
came from Edmonton, Calgary, Quebec, Mani-
toba and Saskatchewan.

Rusty Blades pay AWG  
registration fees

The Rusty Blades Oldtimers Hockey Club 
made a significant donation to support young 
athletes from Hay River planning to travel to 
Whitehorse in March for the Arctic Winter 
Games (AWG), which were ultimately can-

celled because of Covid-19. On Feb. 4, the club 
presented a cheque to the Sport North Federa-
tion for the registration fees of all 25 athletes 
from Hay River – a total of $8,750. 

The money came from the club's radio 
bingos. It was the first time that the club had 
covered the registration fees for Hay River's 
AWG athletes.

Rec Centre gets new names
The Hay River Recreation Centre and some 

main interior areas received new names. At its 
Feb. 17 meeting, town council unanimously 
approved renaming the Rec Centre the Hay 
River Community Centre for an indefinite term.

 Inside the building, the new names were 
the Aurora Ford Arena for a 20-year term, the 
Hay River Curling Club for a 10-year term, 
and the Don Stewart Aquatic Centre for the 

life of the building. Stephane Millette, the 
director of recreation, said further plans were 
being looked at for naming other spaces in the 
complex.

Hay Days postponed to 2021
Hay Days was cancelled for 2020. The 

management committee of the music, arts and 
cultural festival announced Feb. 25 that it was 
postponed to 2021. 

"A number of key management roles were 
vacated due to personal commitments and 
several new members have joined the ranks to 
begin learning the hundreds of tasks involved 
under each of the committee leads," the 
announcement stated. 

The next Hay Days – which will be the 10th 
year of the festival – will take place from July 
6 to 10, 2021.

The Hub went back through the whirlwind of news, Covid-19 related
or otherwise, to find the highlights of an unprecedented year

A year not like any other: 
Hay River's 2020 in review

2020 Year in Review

NNSL file photo

Bullseye
Two young archers from Hay River – delayna Cross, left, and Charlea Chocolate 
– take aim at targets during NWT trials for the arctic Winter Games. The arch-
ery trials were held from Jan. 23 to 25 in Hay River, but the Whitehorse games 
became the first international sporting event to be cancelled by Covid-19 a week 
before they were set to begin in March.
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March
Polar Pond Hockey

returns with changes
After a two-year absence, Polar Pond Hock-

ey returned to Hay River on March 14 to 15 – at 
least the actual hockey on the ice of the river. 
A gala dance and a beer garden were cancelled 
because of concerns about the coronavirus. 

The NWT's chief public health officer and 
the Town of Hay River recommended cancel-
ling those parts of the event. "So we agreed, 
obviously," said Terry Rowe, an executive mem-
ber of Polar Pond Hockey, noting organizers did 
not wish to endanger anyone. Hockey games 
scheduled for March 13 were cancelled. In all, 
34 teams registered, and about 28 showed up 
with an estimated 150 players.

NWT Track and Field
Championships cancelled

The NWT Track and Field Championships 
were cancelled for 2020. The annual sports 
event, set for early June in Hay River, fell vic-
tim to fears of Covid-19. "We do this with deep 
regret, but know in our hearts that it is in the 
best interests of the people that live in the North-
west Territories and Hay River," the organizers 
announced on March 17. The championships 
host more than 1,100 participants, including 
close to 900 out-of-town athletes. It is the largest 
annual sporting event in the NWT.

Birthday parades begin
Birthday celebrations switched to a creative 

and safe way of doing things as a result of 
Covid-19. Melanie King brought the idea of 
weekly birthday parades to Hay River. King 
came across the idea on Facebook. "And it was 
right before my son's birthday, and I thought, 
'Oh, what a fantastic idea. I would love some-
thing like this for my son,'" she said. 

In less than 24 hours the first parade was 
organized for March 27 and featured about 30 
vehicles, some decorated with signs and bal-
loons. King's son Louis turned 13 on March 27.

Linda Duford named
Citizen of the Year

Linda Duford, a well-known fiddler and 
music teacher, was named Hay River's Citizen of 
the Year. "I can't believe it," she said, just after 
receiving the award at the annual gala of the 
Hay River Chamber of Commerce on March 7. 

"You think you don't really deserve it," she 
said. "There are so many wonderful people 
in this town." Duford, also a town councillor, 
opened The Purple Pick Studio in November 
2018. At the gala, Niada Monkman, a phar-
macy technician at Ring's Pharmacy, was also 
honoured with her second Customer Service 
Excellence Award.

April
Covid-19 in the South Slave

The South Slave recorded its first case 
of Covid-19 in Fort Resolution, although the 
GNWT would only confirm on April 2 that the 
case was in a small community. 

A number of people in Fort Resolution, 

including Chief Louis Balsillie of Deninu K'ue 
First Nation (DKFN) and Tu Nedhe-Wiliideh 
MLA Steve Norn, attested that the case was in 
Fort Resolution. 

On April 2, DKFN set up a checkpoint on 
the lone road leading into Fort Resolution. The 
case in the community was connected to travel 
elsewhere in Canada.

Self-isolations begin
in Hay River

As of mid-April, 18 people were in GNWT-
organized self-isolation in Hay River as a pre-
ventative measure against the spread of Covid-
19. 

According to Ivan Russell, director of the 
public safety division with the Department of 
Municipal and Community Affairs (MACA), 
44 people had completed the required 14 days of 
self-isolation and returned home since the public 
health measure came into effect on March 21.

Under the public health order, people entering 
the NWT had to self-isolate either in their own 
homes – except in smaller communities – or in 
MACA accommodations in Hay River, Yellow-
knife, Inuvik or Fort Smith.

High demand for facemasks
Facemasks were being seen more often in 

Hay River as people protected themselves and 
others from the coronavirus. And to meet that 
growing demand, some citizens began making 
facemasks. 

One of them, Pat Burnstad, said the demand 
for facemasks started in early April. 

"We've got about five in our group that are 
making masks," she said. Burnstad began by 
giving away the facemasks, but started to sell 
them on April 20 and donated the money to the 
Hay River Regional Health Centre. Rita Kovatch 
was also making facemasks with friends in a 
quilting group. 

As of late April, she had made at least 200 
facemasks herself.

Covid-19 forces closure  
of Yuki restaurant

The Covid-19 crisis claimed a Hay River res-
taurant – at least temporarily. Yuki, a Japanese 
restaurant, closed its doors on April 25. 

"It's Covid-19, this pandemic," said Chris 
Ahn, the manager and one of the owners of the 
business. Ahn said the restaurant had to close 
down its dining room in March and revert to 
takeout only. "Of course, business is going 
down, sales are going down," he said. "It's hard 
to keep our staff."

Yuki opened in June 2019.

Residents make noise
for frontline workers

Residents of Hay River loudly expressed 
support for frontline workers who were keep-
ing the community functioning in the face of 
Covid-19. The show of appreciation was called 
'Make Noise, Hay River.' People stepped outside 
of their homes at 8:30 p.m. on Saturdays and 
made noise. 

The idea was brought to Hay River by Linda 
Duford. A friend in Yellowknife messaged 
her about an initiative in the United States for 
people to make noise to express their thanks. 
The first 'Make Noise, Hay River' was on April 
4, and Duford estimated about 100 people par-
ticipated.

NNSL file photo

social distance
Chief april Martel of K'atlodeeche First Nation stands at one of the two check-
points erected on March 19 to keep everyone except band members and essen-
tial services personnel off the Hay River Reserve because of fears of Covid-19.



WEdNESdaY, JaNuaRY 6, 2021 ▼ 7www.hayriverhub.com2020 Year in Review

May
Vale Island evacuated

Vale Island was evacuated on May 4 because of the threat of 
flooding from the spring breakup of the Hay River. The Town 
of Hay River issued the evacuation order. Deputy Mayor Robert 
Bouchard explained it was issued because of a large amount of 
water coming down the river. 

Evacuees were accommodated at hotels, at an RV park, with 
family and friends, and at hotels in Yellowknife. There were 
more than 450 people living on Vale Island, and about 362 of 
them evacuated. The evacuation order was lifted on May 6. As 
it turned out, there was no flooding.

Covid-19 checkpoint moved to border
The Covid-19 checkpoint on Highway 1 was relocated from 

Enterprise to the NWT/Alberta border on May 14. The check-
point had been set up since late March at Enterprise, the first 
NWT community that highway travellers enter when driving 
from Alberta. 

Ivan Russell, director of public safety with the Department 
of Municipal and Community Affairs, said the move was pri-
marily to address concerns that people had in wanting to access 
the area south of Enterprise, about 82 km north of the border. 
Plus, Russell noted there was concern among some NWT resi-
dents that people from Alberta had been using the area.

Sub on the Hub returns, again
Sub on the Hub, which operates the concession at the Hay 

River Community Centre, was back in operation May 26 after 
being closed when the Covid-19 crisis shut the centre in mid-
March. While the rest of the centre remained closed, the Town 
of Hay River allowed access to Sub on the Hub through the 
community hall. 

In 2015, Sub on the Hub could not operate for seven months 
during a strike by the town's unionized workers. And it also 
could not operate from May 2016 to March 2018 as the old 
recreation centre was demolished and the new Hay River Com-
munity Centre was built.

Cruise Night a first for town
Hay River held its first Cruise Night on May 28 – a parade 

around the community of vintage and unique vehicles. About 
30 vehicles, along with 10 motorcycles, participated in the 
cruise, and many community residents watched. 

"We had a good group of cars and bikes that showed up, and 
then we had a good crowd of people when we went by. Lots of 
people in their front yards and lots of people downtown," said 
Robert Bouchard, one of the organizers. The Cruise Night was 
presented by the group that organized the Wally Schumann Sr. 
Memorial Show & Shine in July for the previous two years. 
That event was not held in 2020 because of Covid-19.

Young adults injured in accident
Two young adults were seriously injured in a single-vehicle 

accident in Hay River. On May 31 at approximately 4:54 a.m., 
the RCMP received a call about the accident in the Old Town 
area. The vehicle had left the road and hit a power pole, and 
sustained extensive damage. 

Both occupants of the vehicle were unconscious when the 
RCMP arrived. Hay River Fire & Emergency used the jaws-of-
life to extract the injured young people – a male and a female. 
Both were transported to the Hay River Regional Health 

Centre, and then were transferred to hospital in Edmonton for 
further treatment.

June
Hub company makes face shields

Early in the Covid-19 crisis, Hay River's Poison Graph-
ics began making reusable face shields, which it calls North 
Shield. Derek Mundy, the owner of the business in Old Town, 
said staff of Poison Graphics were proud to create products 
to help businesses reopen after they were forced to close by 
Covid-19. "When we looked into the requirements for the 
shields, it was clear right away that we would be able to make 
these in-house," said Mundy. The GNWT ordered 250 of the 
face shields. Mundy explained they can help people in various 
professions, especially frontline workers.

Dialysis unit doubles capacity
The dialysis unit at the Hay River Regional Health Centre 

was doubling the number of patients it could treat. Erin Grif-
fiths, CEO of the Hay River Health and Social Services Author-
ity, said an additional eight patients – for a total of 16 – would 
be treated in the hemodialysis unit. The expansion was not a 
matter of obtaining more equipment, but more about funding to 
hire additional nurses and cover the costs of a service involving 
more patients. Funding was increased by $615,000 annually 
from the Department of Health and Social Services.

Hay-Cation tourism promotion launched
The Town of Hay River launched a staycation initiative – 

called Hay-Cation – to encourage visits from people in other 
NWT communities. Glenn Smith, then the assistant senior 
administrative officer with the town, said the main goal was to 
minimize the economic impact of lost tourist traffic because of 
Covid-19 restrictions at the Alberta/NWT border. 

"As many places are doing, we looked at promoting stay-
cation and promoting our assets and attractions so tourists 
within the Northwest Territories would come in," Smith said. 
Hay-Cation was mainly targeted at potential visitors who could 
drive to Hay River. Plus, the town was promoted as a base from 
which people could visit the South Slave.

DJ's Class of 2020 celebrates grad
The Class of 2020 celebrated its graduation from Diamond 

Jenness Secondary School on June 26. However, the ceremon-
ies were held outside the educational facility, which had been 
closed to students since March because of Covid-19 restrictions. 

The event was limited to 50 people, and parents and other 
family members watched from vehicles and listened to the 
speeches on an FM radio channel. As each graduate received 
a diploma, only five family members were allowed out of a 
vehicle at a time to take photos, and then they had to return to 
the vehicle.

Town council appoints new SAO
On June 30, Glenn Smith was appointed the new senior 

administrative officer (SAO) for the Town of Hay River. Smith, 
who had been assistant SAO for over two years, replaced the 
retiring Judy Goucher. The new SAO thanked town council for 
the opportunity to serve the community. Smith also paid tribute 
to Goucher, calling her leadership transformational for town 
administration. Goucher started working for the town in early 
2017. The former SAO's final day with the town was July 24.

NNSL file photo

chasing waterfalls
Sub-chief doug Lamalice of K'atlodeeche First Nation (KFN) – pictured at alexandra Falls on June 9 – said 
the band is hoping to obtain the waterfalls area in Enterprise for reserve land under ongoing treaty land 
entitlement negotiations with the federal and territorial governments. The waterfalls area has historical, cul-
tural and spiritual significance for dene people. Lamalice noted KFN Elders wanted the sacred area included 
when the Hay River Reserve was being created in the early 1970s. after the reserve was established, KFN 
was supposed to receive an additional 10 square miles of land based on Treaty 8, and that shortfall has 
been the subject of the TLE negotiations.
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July
Rallying against racism

A rally against racism attracted about 
100 people in Hay River. The July 4 event 
expressed solidarity with Black, Indigenous 
and people of colour communities. Participants 
marched around downtown and listened to 
speeches. Chief April Martel of K'atlodeeche 
First Nation said the rally was historic. 

"Let's be heard," she said. "Let's stop it 
in the health-care system. Let's stop it in the 
schools from bullying. Let's stop it from the 
RCMP."

Pelicans visit Hub
American white pelicans were seen in Hay 

River in extraordinarily high numbers over the 
summer. One estimate was that there were 200 
or more in the area. Fort Smith's John McKin-
non, a volunteer with the Pelican Advisory 
Circle, said the pelicans in Hay River were 
probably from the Slave River colony.

McKinnon noted there was extremely high 
water on the Slave River since spring breakup, 
meaning the pelicans' typical resting spots on 
rocks and islands were covered by water at 
the Rapids of the Drowned, one of their main 
feeding sites.

ITI, co-op commit to
revitalization of fishery

The GNWT and Tu Cho Fishers Co-oper-
ative confirmed their commitment to revital-
izing the Great Slave Lake fishing industry. 
A memorandum of understanding was signed 
on July 22 by Katrina Nokleby, then minis-
ter of Industry, Tourism and Investment, and 
Cameron Beaverbones, president of the co-
operative. 

Nokleby listed the highlights as building 
a new fish plant, ensuring producers have a 
direct say and even ownership in the industry, 

attracting and training new fishers, improving 
and modernizing existing fleets, establishing 
pick-up points where fishers can drop their 
catch, revitalizing the winter fishery, and creat-
ing demand for Great Slave Lake fish. The Tu 
Cho Fishers Co-operative is a branch of the 
NWT Fishermen's Federation.

KFN ratifies land code proposal
Members of K'atlodeeche First Nation 

(KFN) voted overwhelmingly in favour of 
establishing a land code – the band's own land 
law for the Hay River Reserve. 

In a July 29 ratification vote, 144 were in 
favour while eight were opposed, and there 
was one spoiled ballot. "It's very exciting," said 
Chief April Martel. "It's a new chapter, a new 
milestone for K'atlodeeche First Nation."

August
New commander for

Hay River RCMP
A new commander arrived at the RCMP 

detachment in Hay River. Sgt. Kurtis Pillipow, 
a 19-year veteran of the RCMP, began his new 
duties on Aug. 17. The 41-year-old Pillipow, 
who is originally from Manitoba, brought with 
him a wide range of experience. 

His first posting was in the small town of 
Rossburn, Man., followed by the isolated First 
Nations community of Shamattawa in north-
ern Manitoba. From there, he moved to the 
headquarters of Manitoba's 'D' Division of the 
RCMP. After that, he was posted to Ross River, 
Yukon, and then Rimbey, Alta.

2 Seasons Adventures hit hard
A Hay River tourism operation on the 

shoreline of Great Slave Lake was hit hard by 
high water and high wind on Aug. 29. The 2 
Seasons Adventures campground suffered as 

much as $300,000 in damages. 
According to Environment Canada, the 

winds were 26 km per hour, gusting to 55 kph 
on Aug. 29. Sand and large pieces of drift-
wood over its gravel road, damaged yurts, a 
destroyed events area, a knocked-over cabin 
and camp stalls covered by high water. 

On the same evening, the beach at Hay 
River Territorial Park was covered by drift-
wood and there was some erosion on the 
shoreline.

Water intake line missing
In August, an Alberta contracting company 

hired by the Town of Hay River to inspect the 
water intake line in Great Slave Lake couldn't 
find it. "They were out on the water for three 
days looking for the line and looking for the 
intake structure without any luck," said Mike 
Auge, the town's director of public works, dur-
ing council's online meeting on Aug. 25. 

Auge explained the difficulties in locating 
the line were due to the age of town reports on 
the intake line, as well as turbidity – basically 
muddy water. 

The intake line was located in September 
through a sonar sweep by a vessel from the 
Arctic Research Foundation.

NNSL file photo

Burning down the house
Firefighters battle a July 10 blaze that significantly damaged a house on John 
Mapes Crescent in Hay River. It broke out at about suppertime on July 10 out-
side the residence, which was home to a couple and their four children. No 
one was injured. Fire Chief Ross Potter said the house was a total loss. Potter 
explained the fire was caused by a propane barbecue.
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September
Charge laid in death of teenager

A charge was laid in relation to a Sept. 9 homicide in Hay 
River. James Colosimo, a 31-year-old man from Hay River, 
was charged with murder, according to the RCMP. The charge 
involves the death of an 18-year-old woman, who was located 
deceased inside a residence on McBryan Drive. Court documents 
confirmed the victim was Meg Kruger. 

According to a Sept. 10 news release from the RCMP, mem-
bers of the Hay River detachment responded to a call at about 
10:49 p.m. on Sept. 9. RCMP went to the residence and dis-
covered the deceased victim. The RCMP arrested the accused 
shortly afterwards.

New bylaw officer hired 
The Town of Hay River hired a new protective services 

specialist, more commonly known as a bylaw officer. Travis 
Rosborough began working on Sept. 14. "I love it," he said. "I've 
been really enjoying it." Except for a brief period, the position of 
protective services specialist had been vacant in Hay River for 
several years. 

"It's a position that isn't for everyone," said Glenn Smith, 
the senior administrative officer with the town. "It's an officer 
position at the end of the day." One big goal for the 27-year-old 
Rosborough was to provide enforcement through education.

Initiative launched to get
men to fight violence

A meeting was called for Sept. 29 to discuss how men could 
take action to reduce sexualized and gender-based violence in 
Hay River. The gathering – an initiative of Scott Clouthier – was 
to create the groundwork for an action plan to make the town 
safer for women and gender-diverse people. The meeting was 
inspired by a similar initiative in Yellowknife. Clouthier said men 
need to hold each other accountable to make communities safer.

Town, unionized workers ratify contract
The Town of Hay River and its unionized workers ratified 

a new contract. The workers, represented by the Public Service 
Alliance of Canada (PSAC)/Union of Northern Workers (UNW), 
approved the contract on Sept. 17. 

Town council ratified the deal on Sept. 22. The five-year 
agreement – which covers the period from Jan. 1, 2020 to Dec. 31, 
2024 – was reached following negotiations from Sept. 8 to Sept. 
11. It provided a wage increase totalling 7.5 per cent over the life 
of the contract.

October
Teen injured in brutal bear attack

A bear attacked and seriously injured a young woman during 
the early morning of Oct. 16. It was the first known bear attack 
in Hay River, according to the Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources. 

The incident took place in the Saskatoon Drive/Cranberry 
Crescent area. It was stopped by Roy Helmer, a resident of Sas-
katoon Drive, who threw a cement statue at the bear. Helmer and 
his common-law partner, Shelly Wood, responded to the attack 
after Wood heard screams outside their door. The RCMP shot and 
killed the bear believed to be involved in the incident.

Icons of 2018 AWG displayed
A permanent reminder was erected of the 2018 Arctic Winter 

Games. A legacy wall was set up at the Hay River Community 
Centre, featuring two icons of the games – the costume of the 
mascot Kechi and the sculpture of the games' flame. Above was 
a reproduction of a mural featuring various images of Hay River. 

It was created just a few months before the games as part of a 
national project to celebrate Canada 150. 

Stephane Millette, the town's director of recreation, said it's 
important to remember the games, which were hosted in partnership 
with Fort Smith. The legacy wall was completed in mid-October.

Change of curling club president
After about 10 years, Davida Delorey stepped aside as presi-

dent of the Hay River Curling Club. Delorey didn't run for re-
election at the club's annual general meeting on Oct. 6, and Keith 
Dohey was acclaimed to replace her.

Communications tower falls
A communications tower atop the Hay River fire hall was 

knocked over on Oct. 14, apparently by high wind. The tower, 
which was used by the fire department and others, buckled over 
the edge of the roof and hung down the side of the building. The 
antennas on the tower were still functioning with some reduced 
coverage. 

According to Environment Canada, there were winds of 45 
kph, gusting to 60 kph, when the tower fell. The 21-metre tower, 
which was built in 2016, was secured to prevent it from moving.

extra credit
Kim Ivanko, a 14-year 
teacher at Hay River's 
Ecole Boreale, received 
a Prime Minister's award 
of Excellence in Teaching 
Oct. 5. She was one of 
just 10 teachers across 
Canada honoured with 
the award in 2020. "It's 
unbelievable," said Ivan-
ko. "It's very humbling to 
think that you're one of 
the top teachers."

NNSL file photo
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Nov.
Highrise maintains 

electrical power
The Mackenzie Place high-

rise maintained its electrical 
power despite the threat of 
losing it. Northland Utilities 
(NWT) Ltd. had set a Nov. 
6 deadline for an electricity 
payment or the power would 
be cut off to the 16-storey 
building, which was closed 
since a fire in March 2019. 

Erin Newell-Lupien, a sen-
ior communications adviser 
with ATCO, the parent com-
pany of Northland Utilities, 
said a payment was made to 
cover 30 days. Building owner 
Harry Satdeo confirmed that 
Mackenzie Place still had 
electricity. Satdeo noted he 
paid $5,500 by Nov. 6, and 
he was confident the power 
would remain on all winter. 

There had been concern 
that, if power was cut to the 
building, it would shut down 
an aircraft warning beacon 
atop the structure.

Judge dismisses  
53 charges

Dozens of cases were dis-
missed in Hay River Terri-
torial Court on Nov. 9 after 
a Crown prosecutor failed 
to show up due to missing 
a flight from Yellowknife. 
Judge Donovan Molloy tossed 
out 53 charges against 14 
people "for want of prosecu-
tion." Crown attorneys also 
failed to show up for court 
after missing flights on Oct. 5 
and Oct. 19. 

In those instances, they 
were allowed to appear by 
telephone. However, Molloy 
rejected a request from pros-
ecutor Mina Connelly to pro-
ceed that way on Nov. 9. Con-
nelly missed – by a few min-
utes – checking in 45 minutes 
before a flight left Yellow-

knife and was not allowed on 
the plane. Dismissed charges 
included impaired driving, 
assault, mischief and breach-
es of court conditions. No 
trials were set for Nov. 9.

GNWT rejects
disaster funding
Hay River was denied 

disaster assistance from 
the GNWT to help pay for 
a month-long landfill fire in 
March 2019. The town was 
seeking approximately $1 
million in assistance, mostly 
to cover water testing. Mayor 
Kandis Jameson said the town 
was very disappointed with 
the response from the Depart-
ment of Municipal and Com-
munity Affairs. 

Department spokesperson 
Jay Boast stated the dump 
fire did not meet the criteria 
under the Disaster Assistance 
Policy, specifically there was 
no widespread damage affect-
ing a significant number of 
people's properties, and the 
health, safety and welfare of 
residents were not at risk.

Emergency
shelter opens

An emergency shelter for 
the homeless in Hay River 
celebrated its grand opening 
on Nov. 13. Paulie Chinna, 
minister responsible for the 
Northwest Territories Hous-
ing Corporation and for 
homelessness, cut the ribbon 
to officially open Moving 
Forward Emergency Shelter 
for Men and Women. 

The Hay River Committee 
for Persons with Disabilities 
had begun operating the shel-
ter on Sept. 1 in the Kujat 
Building on Industrial Drive 
with funding from the hous-
ing corporation. The shel-
ter has 10 bunk beds and 
can accommodate up to 20 
people. However, it was being 
limited to 10 people because 
of Covid-19. The shelter oper-

ates 6 p.m. to 8 a.m. seven 
days a week.

Wastewater testing 
begins for Covid
The GNWT installed 

equipment in Hay River to 
test wastewater for the pres-
ence of the coronavirus that 
causes Covid-19. Hay River 
joined Fort Simpson, Yellow-
knife, Fort Smith and Inuvik, 
where similar sampling had 
already begun. 

Speaking on Nov. 26, Dr. 
Kami Kandola, the chief 
public health officer for the 
NWT, said it's one of the most 
ambitious sewage testing pro-
grams in the country.

Dec.
A Christmas first

for Hay River
Hay River's first-annual 

Campground Christmas – a 
drive-through display of fes-
tive lights at the Hay River 
Territorial Park – was held 

from Dec. 4 to Dec. 6. The 
idea originated with Judy 
West-Pratt, who was inspired 
by the Northern Spirit Light 
Show at Evergreen Park in 
Grande Prairie, Alta. 

West-Pratt and a group of 
friends created an informal 
group called the Campground 
Christmas Crew to organize 
a similar event in Hay River.

 The Department of Indus-
try, Tourism and Investment, 
which operates the territor-
ial park, agreed to the idea. 
Individuals, groups and busi-
nesses rented campsites and 
decorated them.

New outdoor rink
for Old Town

The Town of Hay River 
created a new outdoor rink in 
Old Town. The previous out-
door rink was abandoned in 
favour of the new larger ver-
sion set up nearby, although 
with no boards for its first 
winter. 

"What we've done is we've 
moved over to where the old 
ball diamond used to be and 
we've done just snowbanks 

for boards this year, but it's a 
really big rink," said Stephane 
Millette, the town's recreation 
director. "I think it could end 
up being over 100 feet by 
about 80 feet." 

Millette noted the old rink, 
which measured about 90 feet 
by 45 feet, was starting to get 
run down and the boards were 
in rough shape.

First case of
Covid-19 in Hub
The first known case of 

Covid-19 in Hay River was 
announced on Dec. 12 by the 
Office of the Chief Public 
Health Officer for the NWT. 

According to a news 
release, an individual tested 
positive for Covid-19 after 
returning to the NWT from 
domestic travel. The person 
had been in self-isolation 
since returning. 

On Dec. 4, the individual 
had flown from Edmonton 
to Yellowknife and then on 
to Hay River. Health officials 
contacted all those sitting in 
the three rows in front of and 
the three rows behind the per-

son on both flights. A small 
number of additional contacts 
were reached and provided 
isolation advice.

Firefighter of  
Year honoured

Crystal Potter was voted 
Firefighter of the Year for 
2020 by other members of the 
Hay River Fire Department. 
She is the daughter of Fire 
Chief Ross Potter. 

"I feel like I made him 
proud, for sure," said the 
younger Potter, who joined 
the department in March 2019 
as it was battling a month-
long landfill fire. 

Chief Potter said it was 
a proud moment to see his 
daughter named Firefighter of 
the Year. "She worked really 
hard and she was definitely 
top responder for the year," 
he noted. "She became very 
interested in the fire depart-
ment and has really done an 
outstanding job of becoming 
a strong member." The Fire-
fighter of the Year Award was 
announced on Dec. 12.

Day shelter for 
homeless opens

A new day shelter for 
homeless people opened in 
Hay River. It began operat-
ing in December at Soaring 
Eagle Friendship Centre with 
financial support from the 
Hay River Health and Social 
Services Authority. 

It was designed to comple-
ment the overnight emergency 
shelter operated on Industrial 
Drive by the Hay River Com-
mittee for Persons with Dis-
abilities. 

The day shelter pro-
vides basic services, such as 
warmth, food, washrooms 
and a place to rest for approxi-
mately 15 to 20 individuals. 
Under a $112,213 contract 
with the health authority, 
Soaring Eagle Friendship 
Centre is to operate the day 
shelter until June 2021.

Speed limit  
lowered on highway

The speed limit was 
lowered on a short section of 
Highway 2 because people 
were crossing at that point to 
get to a new homeless shelter. 

On Dec. 7, the speed limit 
was decreased from 60 kph to 
50 kph on 350 metres of the 
highway.

NNSL file photo

operation gingerBread
The RCMP's annual counter impaired driving campaign, Operation Gingerbread, was represented in 2020 
by, from left, Const. Travis Rosborough, the protective services specialist with the town; emergency respond-
ers Stacey Barnes, Henry Braun, Samantha Boer and Kori Bourne; Gary Carter of Carter Industries; emer-
gency responder Crystal Potter; and Const. Keelian Chicoisne of the RCMP.
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