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$1.00 outside Yellowknife
"We're just a group trying to do better for ourselves and our community." 

– Michael Fatt and the Crazy Indians Brotherhood raised $6,000 for a local toy drive for those in need, page 5. 

Covid guidelines for 
2020 holiday season

Even with a vaccine on the way, top doctor stresses caution
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The Nutcracker, played by Kaitlyn Stewart, and Clara, played by Kenzie McCarthy, perform 
the Pas de Deux duet during Bella Dance Academy's annual Nutcracker performance on 
Dec. 18.
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Did we get it wrong?
Yellowknifer is committed to getting facts and 

names right. With that goes a commitment to acknow-
ledge mistakes and run corrections. If you spot an 
error in Yellowknifer, call 873-4031 and ask to speak 
to an editor, or email editorial@nnsl.com. We'll get a 
correction or clarification in as soon as we can.

NeWs
Briefs

No Stopping Zone extended 
 on Taylor Road

The City of Yellowknife announced Tuesday 
that they are extending the no stopping zone on 
the south side of Taylor Road. The extension is a 
result of temporary relocation of École JH Sissons 
students, which has resulted in increased traffic to 
this area, the City stated. 

The announcement reminds residents "no stop-
ping means the wheels on the vehicle cannot stop 
while in the zone, unless to move out of the way 
for an emergency vehicle." 

They urge motorists to plan for slow moving 
traffic in the area and to use designated drop off 
areas on school property to help alleviate conges-
tions.

– Natalie Pressman

Odd Job Squad Christmas tree 
compost service begins Jan. 4 

Inclusion NWT announced this week that its 
Odd Job Squad Christmas tree compost pick-up 
service will take place from Jan. 4 to 29. 

For weeks leading up to Christmas, the squad, 
which provides work and income to under-
employed individuals who self-identify with a 
disability, had been offering to drop-off purchased 
Christmas trees at the residences of homes in the 
community. In total, two dozen trees were deliv-
ered this year to homes in Yellowknife, Ndilo and 
Dettah. 

Similarly, in the new year, the workers will 
ensure that used trees are properly disposed for a 
fee of $8.

Anyone in Yellowknife, Dettah or Ndilo can 
use the service by texting or call the hotline at 
867-445-6967 or send an email to info@inclu-
sionnwt.ca.

– Simon Whitehouse

GNWT waives license fees for 
tourism operators in 2021-2022
The Department of Industry, Tourism and 

Investment (ITI) has waived insurance require-
ments and licensing fees for tourism operators for 
the 2021-22 fiscal year as the Covid-19 pandemic 
continues to affect tourism, the department stated 
in a news release Monday.

For the next fiscal year, no fees will be charged 
to the roughly 160 licensed tourism operators in 
the NWT wishing to renew or significantly amend 
their Tourism Operator License (TOL).

All operators providing tourism services in the 
territory must have a valid TOL with prescribed 
support documents including proof of insurance, 
as stipulated by the Tourism Act.

– Blair McBride

Islamic Centre donates hundreds 
of clothing, hygienic items

The Islamic Centre of Yellowknife (ICYK) is 
proving that the season of giving is in the spirit 
of all religious traditions, and this month gave out 
hundreds of winter clothing and hygiene items to 
communities and organizations in the NWT. 

Its winter warmth kits, sent to Yellowknife 
from Edmonton by Islamic Relief Canada consist 
of toques, mitts, scarves, thermal socks, blankets 
and cloth masks, said Nazim Awan, chair of the 
ICYK. The hygiene packs include chapstick, tooth-
paste and toothbrushes, sanitary wipes, hair combs 
and women's and men's deodorant. 

Materials for the winter kits were received 
by members of the ICYK on Friday, and Charles 
Corothers of Corother's Home Hardware spon-
sored the shipping from Edmonton.

The Native Women's Association of the NWT 
will receive 150 kits, 100 will go to the YWCA, 25 
kits were sent to Ulukhaktok through the RCMP 
toy drive last week, and the rest will be given out 
to organizations in Dettah, Ndilo and Behchoko.

– Blair McBride

The GNWT plans to release its vaccine 
distribution plan at the beginning of Janu-
ary, while the Moderna vaccine could be 
approved by Health Canada in days, said 
GNWT leaders on Tuesday.

"In the first week of January we'll unveil 
a whole-of-government vaccine distribution 
plan," Health Minister Julie Green told repor-
ters in a teleconference. "It will include infor-
mation such as the prioritization of who gets 
vaccinated and approximately when and in 
which communities. There will also be infor-
mation in the plan about vaccines in Yellow-
knife and in the hub communities (and) how 
Joint Task Force North is helping us – all of 
the logistics pieces."

She spoke alongside Premier Caroline 
Cochrane and chief public health officer 
Dr. Kami Kandola, who said "we're likely 
days away from Health Canada approval (of 
Moderna)."

"Vaccines have moved so quickly because 
the globe has a united focus on beating Covid-
19," Kandola added.

Green's announcement of the distribution 
plan came almost one week after Kandola 
said she expects the rollout of the Moderna 
vaccine to begin in a matter of weeks.

The health minister said the NWT is 
unlikely to receive its entire shipment of vac-
cines all at once, and the government is still 

waiting to learn how many doses it will get in 
the first shipment.

"This information will allow us to narrow 
down exactly who from the prioritized groups 
of residents will be first in line," Green said.

The priority groups who will be among the 
first to receive vaccines will be Elders, people 
with high-risk health conditions,  essential 
frontline workers, and Indigenous people in 
remote communities, Kandola said.

She specified that even though the NWT 
has about 6,000 Elders, not all of them would 
necessarily receive the first doses as a subsec-
tion of Elders with higher risk health condi-
tions would be first in line.

Green added that the two main freezers 
used to store the Moderna vaccines have 
arrived in the NWT. One is at Stanton Ter-
ritorial Hospital in Yellowknife and the other 
landed in Inuvik on Monday. Both are under-
going testing.

The smaller, portable freezers that will be 
carry vaccines from Stanton and from Inuvik 
to smaller communities haven't yet arrived, 
Green said.

The Department of Health and Social 
Services plans to hire additional health care, 
administrative and logistics professionals to 
assist with the vaccination program, Green 
explained, though she couldn't specify how 
many people would be required.

"I know the department has been look-
ing for anyone who may be recently retired 

and still has an active licence to sign up for 
this work. The idea here is to try and mimic 
what we do with the flu vaccine in terms of 
logistics of having a place set up where people 
can go and the speed of the vaccinations goes 
very, very quickly."

Enforcement of health orders
Enforcement teams from ProtectNWT 

will be working throughout the holidays and 
complaints of Covid order violations will 
continue to be accepted through ProtectNWT 
and by the 811 hotline, Cochrane said.

Public health officers will also continue 
their spot checks of restaurants and bars to 
ensure occupancy numbers don't exceed the 
appropriate levels. If there is a surge in those 
numbers then officials would be redeployed 
from the GNWT to enforce the rules.

"My hope is that all residents would abide 
by the orders and we don't have to give one 
ticket out. It's not the Christmas present I 
want to give people so I'm hoping that all 
residents will give the gift of safety to their 
neighbors to their loved ones," said the pre-
mier.

Cochrane closed the teleconference by 
urging residents to reach out to people they 
can't meet over the holidays by calling them 
or connecting by Zoom.

"Keep connected with those you love, 
especially those that are that are elderly that 
may be isolated in this season."

by Blair McBride 
Northern News Services

Caution stressed for holidays as NWT 
vaccination plan coming in January

Moderna vaccine could 
be approved 'in days'

Active cases: 3
Confirmed cases: 24
recovered cases: 21
Completed tests: 9,384
Negative tests: 9,360
Pending tests: 34

Days since first confirmed case: 277
Days since last confirmed case: 5
Common symptoms: fever, (60 per cent), muscle 
aches or pain (53 per cent), cough (53 per cent), 
sore throat (33 per cent), diharrhea (13 per cent), 
difficulty breathing (seven per cent)

fact filE
nwt covid-19 situation as of dEc. 22

Source: Office of the Chief Public Health Officer

Scan for the
latest GNWT

Covid-19 statistics

indoor holiday gatherings: household members 
can meet with five additional people, for a maxi-
mum of 10. 
indoor public spaces: (banquet halls, etc.) up to 25 
people with physical distancing, hand-washing, and 
enhanced cleaning measures in place.
outdoor spaces: up to 50 people with physical dis-
tancing by household and handwashing. 

Consider always wearing a mask whenever you are 
in any a public space.

if anyone in your household has travelled outside 
the NwT within the last 14 days, everyone in your 
household must self-isolate. 
if you feel sick stay home, call your health provider 
and get tested for Covid-19.

avoid physical greetings such as kissing and clink-
ing glasses. Elbow taps and virtual hugs are fine.
at meals, make sure guests are physically dis-
tanced and do not share glasses or cutlery.
Avoid buffet-style meals.

fact filE

GuidElinEs for thE holidays

Source: Office of the Chief Public Health Officer

Scan for the
latest GNWT
Covid-19 info
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Simon whitehouse/NNSl photo 

FestIve gIvIng For YWCA nWt 
Toby Kruger, left, and Sandra Mackenzie, partners with lawson lundell llP yellowknife, donated $4,000 to the United way NwT Direct to Giving Program on Dec. 
22. The Direct to Giving Program allows for a donor to provide money to a charity of their choice and lawson lundelll chose the ywCA NwT. David Connelly is seen 
accepting the cheque on behalf of the United way NwT.
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At 10 a.m. Saturday 
morning, the Tree of Peace 
Friendship Centre was brim-
ming with games, books and 
stuffed animals. 

By 3 p.m. the room was 
nearly empty.

Michael Fatt has been col-
lecting bottles and cans since 
October. He's spent the last 
week filling shopping carts 
with toys bought from the 
$6,000 of proceeds. 

"I'm just happy to see it 
go," Fatt said of the toys. 

Throughout Saturday, 
Yellowknifers streamed 
through Tom Eagle Hall to 
choose from hundreds of 
options to provide Christmas 
gifts for loved ones, express-
ing their gratitude all the 
while. 

It's "satisfying," Fatt said, 
"knowing it's going to reach a 

kid that really needs it."
Noeline Villebrun, a volun-

teer gift wrapper at the event, 
said the Christmas toy drive is 
"in the Dene spirit of giving." 

"It's our traditional value 
of helping, giving and kind-
ness. We're just following our 
values and our teachings," she 
said.

Villebrun also noted there 
is more "dignity and pride" in 
getting to choose a gift rather 
than having to accept what's 
given to you.

The event was put on in 
association with Crazy Indi-
ans Brotherhood (CIB) – a 
group dedicated to supporting 
former criminals transition to 
a better life. 

Jay Holt started the Yellow-
knife chapter in early 2019. He 
said it's been a slow build since 
then but that the group wants 
to attract the right people. So 
far Holt and Fatt are two thirds 

of the brotherhood along with 
Roger Kunuk, who earned his 
membership patches Saturday.

CIB aims to guide their 
members through connecting 
with the community. While 
some may find the name to 
be controversial, Holt said it's 
a way of "taking something 
negative and trying to make it 
more of a positive."

Holt points to Fatt's bottle 
drive as a good example of 
what it's like to become a 
member. 

"We're just a group trying 
to do better for ourselves and 
our community," Fatt said.

By the end of the day on 
Saturday, only one table of 
toys was left. The remain-
ing toys will be flown, free 

of charge, to Whati, Lutselk'e 
and Behchoko and distributed 
to those in need.

Holt and Fatt agree the 
event has been such a success 
in its first year that they plan 
on bringing it back again for 
the 2021 holiday season.

In the meantime, Fatt's 
account for the bottle depot 
will remain open for anyone 

who wishes to continue donat-
ing. Holt explains the money 
raised will continue to go back 
into the community for events 
like Feed the People meal pro-
grams.

"I want to thank Yellow-
knife for giving," Fatt said. 
"It's obviously a very nice 
thing that kids who don't nor-
mally get gifts will get them."

'It's our traditional value of helping, giving and kindness'

$6,000 in toys donated as a 
result of Fatt's bottle drive

The Tree of Peace Friendship Centre was full of toys for the Crazy Indians Brotherhood's first Christmas 
toy drive Saturday.  

photos courtesy of Jemma rivera

Jay Holt, left, and Michael Fatt, are two thirds of 
the Crazy Indians Brotherhood Yellowknife. Fatt 
raised $6,000 collecting bottles earlier this year to 
provide Christmas gifts for those in need.

by natalie Pressman 
Northern News Services
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"Northerners who have 
come to expect a springtime 
snow-and-ice spectacle on 
Great Slave Lake can sleep 

easy this holiday," Snowking's 
Mike Mitchell – a.k.a Black 
Ice Mike – announced in an 
news release Friday. 

Snowking's Winter Festi-
val has confirmed the long-

standing celebrations will 
return for the 2021 season 
"with a twist."

"There may be aspects 
of the festival that you will 
miss this year, but we hope to 

broaden our scope and bring 
something cool to our town 
that we can continue to be 
proud of," Snowking said in 
the news release. 

One new feature Yel-

lowknifers can expect at the 
upcoming festival is some-
thing called a winter garden. 

The winter garden – an 
outdoor, open-air playground 
near the Snowkingdom – will 
feature "recreational and artis-
tic installations to occupy and 
amaze Yellowknifers through 
the month of March," Mitchell 
wrote.  

The crew is set to begin 
construction "in earnest" Jan-
uary 1, though ice harvesting 
for sculptures, windows "and 
yet-to-be determined uses" is 
already underway.

To the obvious questions: 
will there be a castle and 
a slide, festival staff wrote 
"darn tootin'!"

Though, they acknowledge 
"it won't be quite like castles 
of years past." 

For those looking to get 
their Snowking fix ahead of 
the celebrations, merchandise 
is now available in the Snowk-
ing store online and available 
for pickup in Yellowknife.  

"Stay cool and stay tuned 
for more details as the seeds 
of the Garden begin to sprout," 
Mitchell writes. 

This year will include an 'open-air playground'

Snowking's Winter Festival returning in 2021

by natalie Pressman  
Northern News Services

Bill Braden photo

Snowking staff confirm the 2021 festival is a go and ice harvesting is already underway. Billy-Joe Yellow Snow, Snowking, Snowcadet Eric and his son Snowcadet 
Axel, are hard at work harvesting ice for the 2021 Snowking festival.
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Thanks to a success-
ful community fundraiser, 
Avens, the Yellowknife sen-
iors' facility, has retired their 
former 22-year-old shuttle 
bus and replaced it with a 
new one. 

The new bus, unveiled 
Friday, will transport resi-
dents to medical appoint-
ments, errands and to visit 
sites around Yellowknife. 

Avens launched Operation 
Care on Wheels in Septem-
ber with a goal of raising 
$125,000 for a new vehicle in 
five months. 

In just over one month 
they had already sur-
passed their goal and raised 
$140,000. 

Avens CEO Daryl 
Dolynny said the shuttle ser-
vice is vital in combating iso-
lation and accessibility and 
that the community's support 
demonstrates how much they 
recognize the need for the 
bus. 

"The outpouring of sup-
port is pretty special," he 
said. "We were taken aback 
by the generosity."

Greg Boucher is the 
dealer principal at Yellow-
knife Motors, the dealership 
that sold the new vehicle 
to Avens. In a press release 
announcing the bus's unveil-
ing, Boucher too expressed 
how "wonderful" it is to see 
how Yellowknifers and the 
business community "have 
so quickly come together 

to make this new mobility 
vehicle a reality through the 
difficulties of Covid-19."

Dolynny said the team at 
Avens were purposely gen-
erous with the fundraiser's 
timeline because they didn't 

know how successful they 
would be in asking for money 
during a pandemic. He said 
they were "surprised" to 
raise the funds in just over 
a month, calling the fund-
raiser's success "a Christmas 

miracle."
In fact, Dolynny said they 

had a hard time "pumping 
the brakes" as donations con-
tinued to pour in after the 
fundraising deadline. 

Operation Care on 

Wheels' follows Avens' 
equally successful Tree of 
Giving campaign. 

Dolynny said "the com-
munity came out in spades" 
and that they are "very, very 
thankful."

In one month Avens raised $140,000

Support for Avens campaign so strong they 
struggled 'to pump brakes' on donations

by natalie Pressman  
Northern News Services

Bill Braden photos

Kelly Brenton of De Beers Canada and Marion Lavigne, chair of Avens' Board of Directors, cut the ribbon 
to the new Avens seniors' shuttle. 

Daryl Dolynny, Avens CEO, and Bronwyn Watter, 
Avens board member and Chair of the Fundraising 
Committee, present that back of the new vehicle. 
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CommeNts aNd vieWs from YelloWknIFer aNd letters to the editor

Editorial & opinions

Jemma Rivera, left, and 
Noeline Villebrun volun-
teered throughout the 
Crazy Indians Brother-
hood's toy drive to help 
Yellowknifers celebrate 
the holidays in dignity, 
Villebrun said. 
Natalie Pressman/NNSl photo

We're on the cusp of a Christmas 
holiday season like none of us has 
known in our lifetimes. 

it would be a good year to have a 
second leaf to extend the table even 
farther as we're expected to keep 
the distance among even the small 
groups that are allowed to gather for 
celebrations.

the maximum number of people 
we can have eating, drinking and 
being merry in our households is 10. 
this is set out in the GNWt's Covid 
public health guidelines, released last 
week.

the mistletoe can safely be put 
away, or ignored outright. Christmas 
2020 is one that encourages elbow 
bumps and virtual hugs.

anyone self-isolating or experi-
encing coronavirus symptoms is 
expected to join us via video calls or 
by speakerphone. 

While it's tempting to react in jest 
about these government-imposed 
rules, the underlying matter is 
extremely serious. our Northern 
neighbours in Nunavut lost two resi-
dents to Covid-19 over the weekend. 
that's a potent reminder that we're 
dealing with a potentially lethal virus. 

so we should be striving to make 
the best of it. since we can't indulge 
in all the festivities that we've grown 
accustomed to, there's better ways 

to cope than to be dejected. We can 
look outwards at those who are just 
trying to make ends meet and find 
ways to help. many Yellowknifers 
have done just that.

the salvation army is always 
front and centre at this time of year, 
perhaps a little less prominent this 
Christmas because the pandemic has 
hampered the annual kettle cam-
paign. Nevertheless, the organization 
is closing in on its target of $44,000 
to feed those in need and to provide 
toys to families who could use them.

Yellowknife resident michael fatt 
spearheaded a bottles and cans drive 
that brought in $6,000. he and the 
Crazy indians Brotherhood – a group 
dedicated to supporting former crim-
inals transition to a better life – used 
that money to generously purchase 
toys for underprivileged children.

Gifts are also being shipped 
through the rCmP's yearly toys 
for the North campaign, which has 
now been in place for a decade. 
Ulukhaktok, Paulatuk and sachs 

harbour will be the beneficiaries in 
2020.

Yellowknife resident sudhir Jha 
and his daughter isha sent food pack-
ages and five desktop computers to 
people in Cambridge Bay recently. 
their thoughtfulness extends back to 
the spring and summer, when they 
sent aid to fellow Yellowknife families 
as well as to families in Whati, Gam-
eti, Wekweeti, Behchoko and dettah.

after collecting donated hockey 
gear earlier in december, moth-
ers lillith Brook and amy lizotte, 
along with a small army of 13- and 
14-year-old hockey players, shipped 
off loads of skates and other equip-
ment to fort Good hope. Brook said 
minor hockey coach darren Wicks 
encourages his young charges to get 
involved in volunteer initiatives. Good 
on the lot of them.

in range lake, stu impett, matt 
mossman and rudolph swanepoel 
have created a winter wonderland 
by putting in nine skating rinks, a 
2.1-kilometre skating track, two 
cross-country ski trails, fire pits and 
led lights so residents can get out 
and shake off the Covid winter blues. 

there's a tremendous sense of 
community when we look around us. 
a tip of the cap to these and many 
other warmhearted individuals who 
make life better for others. may their 
kindness inspire us all.

Lifting spirits 
near and far

The pandemic has its grips on us, but 
it can't suppress abundant good will
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How do you brave the extreme cold?

Bethany ly
"enjoy it. where else 
can you say that you 
brave this kind of 
cold?"

Bob weatherby
"it's yellowknife. i'm 
used to it."

Billy refugia
"By wearing lots of lay-
ers."

Marguerite Brown
"i usually prefer to stay 
inside."

Mercedez skoglund
"Bundle up."

Jenny reid
"you have to dress for 
it."

wE asked you!
with Natalie Pressman

editorial@nnsl.com

Express yourself: write a letter to the editor
letters should be short and to the point. No longer than 500 words, please. your letter should be 
relevant to our readers. emailed letters are preferred. include your full name and a phone number, as 
we verify authenticity of all letters prior to publication. we may edit your letter for grammar, length (for 
our print version) or any potential legal issues. 
Email your letter to: editorial@nnsl.com with the subject line: letter to The editor 
Or by regular mail: yellowknifer 5108 50 st., yellowknife, nt., X1a 1s2 attn: Editor 

commentary

Ply a pandemic party 
with these Yellowknife 
Covid-cocktails

Yellowknifer Dana Britton's Custom 
Covid Cocktails and Sanity Saving Snow-
bank Sundowners is a recipe book of sea-
sonal cocktails spanning the past year of 
the pandemic. Featuring almost fifty ori-
ginal recipes complete with wacky names, 
funny one-liners, and gorgeous photos, 
Custom Covid Cocktails packs the luxury 
of strolling across Back Bay in a fur coat 
into a tidy little coffee table book.

Inspired by fellow Yellowknifer Jenn's 
Pandemic Pantry Challenge, these cock-
tail recipes are perfect for anyone with a 
colourful liquor cabinet and the time to 
pursue amateur mixology – which I have 
discovered is the study of cocktail making. 

While some of the ingredients seem 
rather far fetched or hard to get a hold of, 
such as dark chocolate balsamic vinegar, 
a fair share of the recipes are built around 
staples like rum or vodka. Truly including 
recipes for any taste, except maybe those 
with a sweet tooth, each drink in Custom 
Covid Cocktails is accompanied by cute 
and often gut-splittingly funny hashtags 
and a breakdown of the weather from the 
day that it was first mixed.

Created as a replacement for retail 
therapy and house parties, Custom Covid 
Cocktails holds a year's worth of drinks for 
any Yellowknife weather; from the frigid 
temperatures of March, where windchill 
swooped temperatures below -30 degrees 
Celsius, to the warmth of August. The 

drink that looked the tastiest to me was, 
funnily enough, Don't Eat Yellow Snow, 
which is more instruction than any decent 
Yellowknifer needs to survive the win-
ter, while also being a mix of vodka and 
mango liquor that sounds like a tropical 
drink delivered in a -12 degrees Celsius 
windchill. Half unsuccessful shots in the 
dark and half hidden gems, the recipes 
from this book are all about experimenta-
tion and adventure. Travelling the world 
– from the tropics to Alberta – in a martini 
glass, these recipes seek to keep the cabin 
fever of pandemic isolation and the frigid 
midwinter at bay.

Full of inside jokes so tight knit that 
they made Yellowknife feel like a huge 
city, Custom Covid Cocktails was a fun 
recipe book for mixing drinks with friends 
or for holiday festivities. Both an adorable 
Northern book for a quick read and a reci-
pe book to survive the cold winter that's 
crawled up on us, the Custom Covid Cock-
tails experience continues on Instagram at 
snowbank_sundowners, where Dana Brit-
ton continues to share recipes and drinks 
from her own pandemic pantry.

Grace Guy is a lifelong Yellow-
knifer and lover of literature.

Book
review

Northern News Services

photo courtesy of Dana Britton

Created as a replacement for retail therapy and house parties, Custom Covid 
Cocktails holds a year's worth of drinks for all Yellowknife weather.
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Beau Desire-Tesar was sentenced 
Friday to 18 months in jail for theft of 
firearms, jewelry and other valuable 
goods from a Yellowknife home on 
Thanksgiving weekend 2018.

While at a house party in October 
of that year, Desire-Tesar learned 
there were items of significant value 
at the residence and once the home-
owner went to sleep, he stole a num-
ber of gun safes not knowing what 
was inside. 

After leaving the residence Desire-
Tesar discovered that he had stolen 
nine firearms along with scopes, 
ammunition and magazines, in addi-
tion to various pieces of jewelry and 
outdoor gear. In total, the items are 
valued at $50,000. Six of the nine 
firearms have been recovered since 
the theft.  

The court heard that Desire-Tesar 
had been introduced to recreational 
drug use at a young age, and was 
"engaging in criminal lifestyle to 
support his use of criminal substan-
ces."  After his arrest, he was sent 
to Edgewood Treatment centre in 
Nanaimo, B.C. Now he hopes to pur-
sue a career in addictions counselling 
after serving his sentence. 

In delivering his sentence, judge 
Donovan Molloy said that the court 
often hears from people who, as a 

result of their crimes, are trying to 
"turn over a new leaf." 

"He's actually gone out and done 
the things people say they are going 
to do," Molloy said of Desire-Tesar. 
"I give him significant credit for that. 
It's not an easy program."

He told the offender that he hopes 
he follows through with his counsel-
ling ambitions as he is "in a better 
position than many to understand the 
impacts of addiction."

"Maybe you can spare others from 
the same trap," Molloy told Desire-
Tesar.

Molloy noted that the offender 
is "still a young man," though he 
already has two prior convictions for 
theft and one drug trafficking convic-
tion from 2015. Desire-Tesar served 
18 months for the trafficking convic-
tion and was still on a probation with 
a mandatory weapon prohibition at 
the time of the 2018 crime.  

Molloy said he found it aggravat-
ing that Desire-Tesar took advantage 
of the homeowners' display of hospi-
tality by robbing them. 

"But I appreciate, like most drug 
addicts, moral obligation goes out the 
window and the need to satisfy addic-
tion prevails over other thoughts," the 
judge said.

After his 18 month sentence, 
Desire-Tesar will be on probation 
for two years. During that time he 

will be obligated attend counselling 
as directed by his probation officer 

and abstain from consumption of any 
intoxicating substances. He is also 

ordered to pay $8,118.85 in restitu-
tion.  

He hopes to pursue future career in addictions counselling after sentence

Desire-Tesar gets 18 months for drug- 
fuelled theft of firearms on Thanksgiving 

by natalie Pressman  
Northern News Services

NNSl file photo 

Beau Desire-Tesar was sentenced Friday to 18 months in jail for stealing gun safes with fire-
arms and other valuables from the Yellowknife residence in 2018. 
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Clara, played by Kenzie McCarthy, falls asleep by 
the Christmas tree – and the magic begins.   

The Sugar Plum Fairy, played by Samantha Zonneveld, left, welcomes the Nutcracker, kaitlyn Stewart, 
centre, and Clara, kenzie mcCarthy, right, to the Land of Sweets. 

A new 
crack at a 
classic show

photos courtesy of Adrien Barrieau

Janessa Henderson, the Mouse Queen, leaps through the air while Clara sleeps by the Christmas tree. 

photo story
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Bella Dance Studio held its 
12th annual Christmas holi-
day production this past week-
end with a Nutty Nutcracker 
performance. 

The Nutcracker spin-
off was held on stage at the 
NACC theatre with an audi-
ence limited to 50 spectators 
to comply with public health 
measures. 

Still, Phoenix Smith, stu-
dio director at Bella Dance 
Academy, said the reduced 
in-person audience "filled the 
building with love, laughter 
and applause." 

Hundreds more tuned 
in virtually to see the show 
through a livestream. Friends 
and family members from as 

far as Mexico and Scotland 
were able to see their dancers 
perform for the first time. 

"I know that our dan-
cers brought pride and joy to 
family and friends watching 
near and far," Smith said. 

Despite restrictions and a 
reduced cast size, Smith said 
the production ran smoothly and 
that she's grateful to be in a place 
where the studio could still put 
on a Christmas show safely.

"I am beyond proud of 
all of my dancers," she said. 
"They showed adaptability, 
patience, understanding, and 
so many other things back-
stage and during the rehearsal 
process – and confidence, pas-
sion, and pride on stage."

– text by Natalie Pressman

Nutty Nutcracker lights up NACC stage

The Sugar Plum Fairy, along with all of the performers in the land of sweets, 
send Clara and the Nutcracker away with a grand finale. From left, Hannah 
Janes Ava Nystrom, megan rogers, kaitlyn Stewart, Sara morris, Logan Hay-
ward, Samantha Zonneveld, Georgia Pellissey, Janessa Henderson, Jasper 
mackinnon and Chizuko robson-Hamilton. 

The Nutcracker, Kaitlyn Stewart, is wounded by the mouse Queen, Janessa 
Henderson, in battle.

Megan Rogers performs as the Snow Queen in the enchanted forest.

photos courtesy of Adrien Barrieau

The Nutcracker, Kaitlyn Stewart, and Clara, kenzie mcCarthy, 
perform the Pas de Deux duet. 

Northern News Services

dancE 
feature

by Adrien Barrieau

Clara, played by Chizuko Robson-Hamilton, asks her uncle Drosselmeyer, kyle 
rogers, to make her nutcracker doll grow to become life size.
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An NWT rare earths pro-
ject at the Nechalacho site 
southeast of Yellowknife has 
its first customer, according to 
the mining company behind 
the venture.

A Norwegian com-
pany called REEtec, known 
for developing a new and 
advanced process to separ-
ate high-purity rare earth 
elements, has agreed to sign 
on for five years of supply, 
according to a Monday news 
release from  Vital Metals, 
the parent company of Chee-
tah Resources, which is con-
ducting a rare earths demon-
stration project at Thor Lake.

David Connelly, Cheetah's 
vice-president of strategy and 
corporate affairs, told Yellow-
knifer that the announcement 
is an important step.

"This sale (of rare earth 
elements) will account for 
substantially all of the produc-

tion from Nechalacho during 
the demonstration project," 
Connelly said. "When you 
know that there is cash sale, 
it de-risks the project because 
now there is a customer."

Geoff Atkins, manag-
ing director for Vital Metals, 
stated, "We are delighted to 
secure this significant off-take 
term sheet with a partner such 
as REEtec."

"The agreement will 
form the foundation for the 
development of the company's 
(Cheetah's) processing oper-
ations in 2021. In the same 
way that Vital is focusing 
on the development of a low 
environmental impact mining 
operation at Nechalacho in 
Canada's Northwest Territor-
ies, it is also a pleasure to be 
able to join with a likeminded 
company to develop a source 
of rare earths to support our 
customers in the diversifica-
tion of their supply chains.

"To achieve this whilst 

highlighting the potential for 
low environmental impact 
rare earth supply chains is 
extremely pleasing." 

The Cheetah Resources 
project is making steady pro-
gression. In November, the 
company sought quotes for 
barging transportation costs 
for the rare earth ore concen-
trate through Hay River from 
the GNWT-owned Marine 
Transportation Service.

In late September, the 
company announced that it 
had generated $7.5 million 
in investment from new and 
existing investors.

In early 2021, the company 
is aiming to build an ice road 
to the mining site and open an 
office in downtown Yellow-
knife.

Cheetah Resources is also 
continuing its hiring efforts as 
it recently filled a Canadian 
operations manager, mine 
operator and three profession-
al positions.

Norwegian firm rEEtec signs on  
for five years, 'delighting' mining 

company behind Nechalacho

Cheetah Resources 
finds first customer 

by simon whitehouse  
Northern News Services

NNSl file photo 

Geoff Atkins, managing director of Vital Metals, says he is "extremely" 
pleased to have signed an agreement with the company's first customer. 
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City says SideDoor/YWCA lease 'placed on hold'
Until emergency shelter is no longer needed organizations

 find an alternative location in post office

The SideDoor Youth Cen-
tre and YWCA NWT have 
found new office space on 
Franklin Avenue after the 
GNWT's state of emergency 
nullified their pending lease 
with the City of Yellowknife 
to occupy the Mine Rescue 
building.

Hawa Dumbaya-Sesay, 
executive director of YWCA 
NWT, said this week that she 
and Tammy Roberts, execu-
tive director of SideDoor, 
were finalizing the use of 
the office space above the 
Canada Post Office – for-
merly occupied by the Native 
Women's Association of the 
NWT.

The City of Yellowknife 
confirmed in a statement 
last week that a lease for 
SideDoor and YWCA to use 
the city-owned Mine Rescue 
building had been granted 
prior to the GNWT declar-
ing a state of emergency on 
Nov. 6, which turned the 
space into a temporary day 
shelter, which is the way 
it's expected to remain until 
May 31, 2021.

As a result, "all process-
es related to the potential 
lease were placed on hold," 
said Alison Harrower, media 
spokesperson for the city.

Harrower stated that the 
city is looking forward to 
working with SideDoor and 
the YWCA to finalize the 

lease "for implementation in 
2021."

"The city continues to 
work with SideDoor on their 
application for space to be 
used by themselves and the 
YWCA," Harrower stated. 
"We remain hopeful that an 
option arises that can meet 
their needs in the interim."

Dumbaya-Sesay said 
she expects that once the 
move into the space above 
the Canada Post Office is 
finalized in early January, 
her organization will use the 
location for the next several 
months and then explore the 
possibility of occupying the 
Mine Rescue building at the 
end of May when the GNWT 
vacates the location. 

by simon whitehouse  
Northern News Services

NNSl file photo

The yWCA NWT and SideDoor plan to jointly occupy the upper level of the 
Canada Post Office – formerly the site of the Native Women's Association of 
the NWT – until the GNWT's emergency use of the mine rescue building as 
temporary shelter space is completed may 31, 2021.

Natalie Pressman/NNSl photos

northern lAndsCApes
Kevin Bolstad nearly sold out his works of Northern landscape at his show 
Under Northern Skies on Nov. 28. The exhibit, which took place at The explorer 
hotel Saturday, was Bolstad’s first time displaying his work on its own without 
the company of another artist. Bolstad sold 32 of his 40 paintings with the 
remaining eight now up for sale on his website.
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Yellowknifers can ring in 
2021 by watching colourful 
explosions in the sky at the City's 
annual fireworks display on Dec. 
31 at 8 p.m.

This year's show will be 
Covid appropriate and residents 
are encouraged to view the show 
from different areas to facilitate 
physical distancing.

Suggested viewing spots 
include Somba K'e Civic Plaza, 
Frame Lake Trail, Niven Lake, 
Pilots Monument and others.

"The annual New Year's Eve 
fireworks display is a much-loved 
event for Yellowknifers and we 
are grateful to be able to continue 
this tradition safely at the end of a 
tough year," said Mayor Rebecca 
Alty. "Let's make use of the city's 
many open spaces when choosing 
our viewing locations and ensure 
we keep the recommended dis-
tance from others when enjoying 
what will be a spectacular show!"

Residents are asked to refrain 
from occupying a public space 
if they must self-isolate because 
they returned to the NWT in the 
past 14 days, feel sick, have any 
Covid-19 symptoms or are await-
ing results of a laboratory test for 
Covid.

They should also avoid public 
areas to view the show if they 
or anyone in their household has 
been diagnosed with coronavirus, 
if they have been told by a health 
care provider to self-isolate or 
if they're in a household with 
someone self-isolating who has 
not maintained physical distance.

The following safety remind-
ers should also be heeded: leave 
pets at home; if viewing the show 
from Frame Lake, remember to 
avoid the safety zone, a 213-
metre perimeter around the firing 
area; and stay away from the fire-
works area and safety zone until 
noon on Jan. 1 to allow for crews 
to finish a safety inspection in the 
daylight.

Physical distancing rules apply
City to host annual fireworks show New Year's

by Blair McBride  
Northern News Services

City of yellowknife image 

Suggested viewing areas (in green) for the fireworks show include Somba k'e Civic Plaza, Frame 
Lake Trail, Niven Lake, Pilots monument and others. Viewers should avoid the firing area (in red). 
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Dene National Chief Norman 
Yakeleya expressed "huge con-
cern" last week regarding a report 
that came out in September which 
concluded that toxins from Fort 
McMurray tailings ponds have been 
leaking into the surrounding water 
system since the 70s.

The report, written by the Com-
mission for Environmental Cooper-
ation (CEC), is titled Alberta Tailings 
Ponds I: Factual Records Regarding 
Submission: SEM 17-001. 

It was more recently featured in a 
Dec. 14 story in The Narwhal.

Yakeleya held a news teleconfer-

ence on Dec. 17 expressing a con-
tinuing need for greater Northern 
oversight when it comes to mon-
itoring water quality. He said the 
report identifies a growing threat to 
water quality in the NWT because 
it appears that residual affects from 
tailings ponds are "heading up 
North."

"The last couple of days I real-
ized from The Narwhal report on the 
tailing ponds leakage from the Fort 
McMurray production ... tailings 
ponds leakage is a huge concern to 
the Dene Nation," he said. "We have 
a huge problem and we understand 
from the report that tailings ponds 
from productions of Fort McMurray 

have been leaking since 1973."
The Dene Nation represents 

about 30 chiefs across the North, a 
few of whom are in the South Slave 
and stretch into Northern Alberta as 
part of Treaty 8.

Yakeleya said it's his responsibil-
ity to raise the alarm so that the 
federal and the Alberta governments 
don't brush the situation aside.

He worries about Northern com-
munities facing water pollution that 
could lead to negative impacts on 
traditional Indigenous dependence 
on land and water. He's concerned 
that the Dene, who have long enjoyed 
quality drinking water and access to 
a clean environment, may end up 
with boil advisories that are experi-
enced by some southern Indigenous 
people.

"Water is life and if we don't 
smarten up, one day our commun-
ities will depend on water that falls 
under (similar) water advisories that 
we see down south where commun-
ities wait years to decades to have 
clean drinking water," he said.

Yakeleya has shown support 
for the GNWT's continued call for 
NWT representation on the Oil 
Sands Monitoring Program Over-
sight Committee because, as he sees 
it, decision-makers from outside the 
NWT are making decisions that 
affect the Dene livelihood without 
local input.

"We have to all come together 
as elected leaders of North with one 
clear voice and say that this is not 
acceptable," he said of the report's 
findings. "We want a voice at that 

table and right now we don't have 
that voice. We need a voice at that 
table right now. We need to look 
at stricter regulations to be put in 
place."

Within the Dene Nation's south-
ern NWT jurisdiction, Chief David 
Poitras of the Salt River First Nation, 
Chief Louis Basillie of the Deninu 
Kue First Nation and Chief Darryl 
Marlowe of the Lutsel K'e Dene 
First Nation oversee territories that 
run directly up against the Alberta 
border. Yellowknifer reached out to 
those chiefs on Thursday but was 
unable to get a response.

Environment and natural  
resources response

The GNWT's Department of 
Environment and Natural Resources 
stated that it's aware of the recent 
report but has concluded that there is 
little evidence that oil sands process-
water has reached the near surface 
waters of the Athabasca River and 
surrounding tributaries.

"As noted in the CEC report by 
the secretariat's independent expert, 
both peer-reviewed scientific litera-
ture and non-peer reviewed industry 
reports show that in certain situa-
tions there is scientifically valid evi-
dence of oil sands process-water 
(OSPW) seepage into groundwater 
around tailings ponds," stated Dar-
ren Campbell, media spokesperson 
for the department.

"In other words, under certain 
circumstances and situations, it 
was possible to determine that the 
bitumen-related substances were 

detected in local groundwater that 
was not naturally occurring. How-
ever, after an exhaustive review, the 
secretariat's expert also found that 
there is little, if any scientific evi-
dence, that oil sands process-water is 
reaching the Athabasca River."

alberta-nwt Bilateral water 
Management agreement

The Alberta-NWT Bilateral 
Water Management Agreement was 
signed in 2015 and commits the 
Alberta government and the GNWT 
to share information about water 
quality, quantity and biology. The 
agreement also stipulates that the 
Government of Alberta monitors 
water at specific sites "that can pro-
vide an early warning of potential 
impacts to water before they reach 
the NWT border," Campbell stated.

"There are provisions in the 
Alberta-NWT Bilateral Water Man-
agement Agreement that allow either 
government to take urgent action 
where needed to protect the health or 
safety of the public," he added. "Any 
changes to agreed-upon monitoring 
sites must be discussed through the 
agreement's Bilateral Management 
Committee."

Campbell said the GNWT has 
requested membership on the Oil 
Sands Monitoring Program Over-
sight Committee and the Technical 
Advisory Committee for Aquatics 
and Surface Water to ensure interests 
downstream are represented.

"We continue to engage with 
Alberta and Canada on our request," 
he added.

'We have to all come together as elected leaders of North  
with one clear voice and say that this is not acceptable'

Dene Nation leader states worry 
about oil sands leakage report

by simon whitehouse  
Northern News Services

NNSl file photo

Dene National Chief 
Norman yakeleya said 
the Dene Nation con-
tinues to be concerned 
about the future of 
water quality in the 
NWT after a recent 
Narwhal article brought 
attention to toxins that 
have been leaking from 
tailings ponds in Fort 
mcmurray, Alta. 
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WelCoMIng the 
solstICe WIth 
sACred FIre

Bob overvold, left, Paul Andrew, 
william Greenland, Joachim Bon-
netrouge, Chief of the Deh Gáh 
Got'ie first Nation and former 
premier Stephen Kakfwi meet 
on Monday morning before per-
forming a feeding the fire cere-
mony for winter solstice. 
Blair McBride/NNSl photo

photo story
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The NWT might be spared an 
increase in food prices forecast to 
occur across Canada in 2021, said 
the lead author of the recent Food 
Price Report.

Overall food prices are expected 
to rise by three to five per cent in 
2021, largely due to the effects of the 
Covid-19 pandemic on the agri-food 
chain, according to the report that 
was released on Dec. 8.

That rise translates to an increase 
of $695 for a hypothetical family of 
four compared to 2020, projecting 
a total of $13,907 for food expendi-
tures in 2021.

But while the NWT was given 
only a brief mention in the report 
– and Nunavut and Yukon weren't 
mentioned at all – lead author Syl-
vain Charlebois of Dalhousie Uni-
versity said food prices won't rise 
as much here compared to the south 
because prices are already higher in 
the North.

"The big factor for (the NWT) 
market is transportation and the cost 
of transportation and we don't see 
that to be a factor for 2021 at this 
point," he said. "The biggest chal-
lenge is to get the food there. And 
that's very costly. Energy costs aren't 
expected to be an issue, at least that's 
what we're seeing right now.

"Some people are even sug-
gesting energy costs might drop as 
a result of a slower economy. That 
could help for Northern commun-
ities."

The report states that energy 
costs will have a moderate impact 
on food prices in 2021 and could in 
fact decrease costs. That stands in 
contrast to climate change, geopolit-
ical risks, Covid-19 and currencies 
and trade environment as factors 
that have a higher likelihood of 
influencing food prices.

"In terms of percentage increase, 
Northern communities will be 
affected by inflation like everyone 
else but we don't expect them to be 
more (affected) than other places. 

The macro economics of getting 
food to Northern communities aren't 
necessarily going to be a challenge," 
Charlebois said.

"It's a 'steady as she goes' year 
for the North. But you shouldn't be 
expecting any discounts either.

"I think we need a good program 
to support Northern markets. The 
bottom line is that you have to build 
some capacity in terms of food 
autonomy."

The NWT was mentioned only 
once in the report to show that it 
had the lowest difference between 
the consumer price index (infla-
tion), and food price increases over 
the last 20 years compared to other 
jurisdictions.

The food price increase has been 
about eight per cent higher than 
inflation. New Brunswick had the 
largest gap, with food prices about 
23 per cent higher than inflation.

"It is important to note that, 
overall, the food inflation index has 
outpaced general inflation over the 
last 20 years in Canada. The typical 
grocery bill for Canadians has risen 
approximately 170 per cent over the 
last two decades. Canadian house-
holds – especially those in Eastern 
Canada – have been spending a 
greater proportion of their house-
hold budgets on food," the report 
stated.

Alternatives North, which this 
month released its Poverty Report 
Card 2020 expressed surprise that 
the NWT wasn't included in the 
Food Price Report.

"(We) should be included in any 
program that calls itself a Canadian 
Food Price report," said Suzette 
Montreuil, a member of Alterna-
tives North.

In response to Charlebois, Mon-
treuil said it's hypothetical that 
the territories won't experience 
increased food costs in 2021.

However, as the report card 
shows, the territory would be vul-
nerable if food prices increased 
because food insecurity is already 
relatively high in the NWT.

Relying on data from the GNWT 
Bureau of Statistics and Statistics 
Canada, the poverty report found 
that food instability across the ter-
ritory was an increasing problem 
between 2014 and 2018.

"In 2014, 21.7 per cent of NWT 
households often or sometimes 
worried about running out of food 
before having money to buy more. 
Almost 40 per cent of these house-
holds were in smaller communities," 
the report found.

"In 2018, almost one in four (23.1 
per cent) NWT households worried 
about having money to buy food and 
37 per cent were in smaller com-
munities. Between 2014 and 2018, 

the number of Yellowknife house-
holds worried about affording food 
rose from 14 per cent to 16.7 per 
cent. Food insecurity is reflected 
in use of in-school food programs, 
food banks, soup kitchens, and 
community luncheons. Current data 
on these food programs are scarce."

In smaller communities, fish-
ing and hunting work to ease food 
insecurity, with more than one-third 
of households harvesting at least 
75 per cent of the fish or meat they 
consume.

Drew Williams, spokesperson 
for the Department of Industry, 
Tourism and Investment, said in 
an email that food security is a key 

concern in the GNWT's decision 
making on costs of living in the 
North.

Since the Covid pandemic began, 
"the GNWT has worked with the 
government of Canada to maintain 
supply chains in our territory," Wil-
liams said.

"Even before the pandemic, our 
government's mandate included a 
commitment to increase food secur-
ity through locally produced, har-
vested, and affordable food.  Specif-
ically, we are focused on strength-
ening local commercial agricul-
ture and fishing sectors. This will 
increase local and affordable food 
options for NWT residents."

Northern analysis missing from initial report

NWT to be spared Canada-wide food price 
increase in 2021, report author says

by Blair McBride  
Northern News Services

NNSl file photo 

Food prices aren't expected to rise in the NWT compared to southern jurisdictions because 
prices are already higher in the territory, said Food Price report lead author Sylvain Charlebois 
of Dalhousie University. 
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The CIBC Run for Our 
Lives campaign raised more 
than $72,000 this year, 
according to organizers.

The campaign, which 
raises money for the Stanton 
Territorial Hospital Founda-
tion, issued a news release 
on Dec. 18 highlighting a 
$25,000 donation from Diavik 
Diamond Mine.

The campaign is typically 
marked by a "mud run" in 
September, but that event was 
scuttled by Covid-19 public 
health restrictions.

In 2020, the campaign put 
together a Mud Bucket Chal-
lenge, which asked groups 

and individuals from across 
the North to raise money by 
dumping buckets of mud on 
their heads.

The mud-pouring events 
were intended to raise aware-
ness and money for cancer 
programs, initiatives, patient 
care items, equipment and 
treatment and as part of the 
overall efforts of the Stanton 
Territorial Hospital Founda-
tion, states the news release.

The idea was to retain the 
muddy conditions of the Mud 
Run and also emulate the ALS 
ice bucket challenge that had 
grown in popularity in recent 
years.

Patti Olexin-Lang, execu-
tive director of the Stanton 

Territorial Hospital Founda-
tion, said the success with the 
mud bucket challenge added 
to positive community contri-
butions this year despite the 
struggle with Covid-19.

"I was very worried at the 
onset of Covid in terms of how 
much it would impact all foun-
dations and organizations, and 
it did," she said. "We all had 
to think outside of the box in 
how we would do fundraising 
and it was all successful. 

"We can't thank people 
of the North for thinking of 
health care and services that 
Stanton provides and keeping 
on top of being able to provide 
the best health care we can in 
the North."

The CIBC Run for Our 
Lives campaign stated on a 
Dec. 19 Facebook post that 
the overall results were very 
positive this year.

"We were amazed at the 
support from our community, 
our sponsors were incredibly 
generous, and (on Dec. 18) we 
were so grateful to receive a 
cheque from Rio Tinto/Diavik 
Diamond Mine for the sum of 
$25,000!" the post stated.

More than $17,000 was 
raised by the staff at Rio 
Tinto/Diavik Diamond Mine 
and this was then topped up 
with the cheque donation 
equal to $25,000, according 
to the post.

In addition to the Run for 

Our Lives largess, Robin's 
Nest Fundraiser made a Dec. 
15 contribution of $90,000 
toward the Stanton Chemo 
Unit.

The group, which was cre-
ated in the memory of Robin 
Mercer-Sproule, who died 
last spring, saw a portion of 
its donation go toward the 
purchase of five Champion 
recliners for the unit – worth 
$6,500 each.

Olexin-Lang said the pur-
chase was a major effort to 
honour Mercer-Sproule's final 
wishes.

"Any money leftover there 
will go towards something 
that benefits the patients in 
that unit," Olexin-Lang said.

The Stanton Foundation 
also has an online cash raffle 
that replaces the annual gala 
this year as a fundraiser.

Leading up to New Year's 
Day, which will feature a 
grand prize $50,000, there 
will be a series of draws for 
cash. As of Tuesday, Olexin-
Lang said that more than half 
of the tickets were sold.

"We would have had our 
gala in November – which 
of course we didn't (due to 
Covid) – and we would have 
announced by then what we 
would have raised," she said. 
"With us having this raffle, we 
will make an announcement 
in early January of what we 
raised."

robin's Nest Fundraiser also pulls $90,000 for Stanton Foundation
CIBC Run for Our Lives campaign raises $72,000

by simon whitehouse  
Northern News Services

photo courtesy of CiBC

Representatives from the Diavik Diamond Mine donated $25,000 to the CIBC run for Our Lives cam-
paign on Dec. 18 at the Northwestel building. From left, richard Storrie, president/CEO of Diavik Diamond 
mine; Gord Stephenson, Diavik's manager Infrastructure and projects; and run for Our Lives committee 
members Cindy mcLean, Josh Firth and Stephanie Brinkworth.



yellowKNifer, wednesday, December 23, 2020  21news

A publication ban that pre-
viously prevented the media 
from reporting on details sur-
rounding Breanna Menacho's 
death was lifted Thursday fol-
lowing an appeal from the 
CBC. 

On Dec. 7, Lisa Brule and 
Jordan Nande pleaded guilty 
to acting as accessories after 
the fact to Breanna Menacho's 
killing. The two were sen-
tenced to 10 months in cus-
tody, for their involvement in 
helping the principle accused, 
Devon Larabie, dodge the 
police. 

No charges against Larabie 
have been proven in court. 

Crown prosecutor Blair 
MacPherson argued that the 
agreed statement of facts, if 
published, would prejudice 
a jury and interfere with 
Larabie's right to a fair trial. 
He argued the publication ban 
would only be temporary until 
after a jury had been selected.  

"With respect to the con-
tents of the agreed statement 
of facts, the details provided 
are graphic and brutal. As 
such, potential jurors who read 

or listen to them will surely 
remember them," MacPherson 
said.

He argued that Yellowknife 
is a small city with a small 
population and that publish-
ing the facts of the case would 
diminish an already limited 
pool of potential jurors. 

To impose a publication 
ban, the Crown must prove 
the ban is necessary to pre-
vent "serious risk to the proper 
administration of justice."

In a written judgement 
Thursday, Justice Karan Shan-
er said there's insufficient evi-
dence to demonstrate that the 
"publication ban is necessary 
to prevent serious risk to trial 
fairness." Though she agreed 
the details are "disturbing, to 
say the least."

The importance of an open 
court, she wrote, "cannot be 
underestimated."

In a free and democratic 
society, "it is a key element 
holding the administration of 
justice accountable."

  The following contains 
graphic details that some read-
ers may find disturbing.

During Brule and Nande's 
sentencing on Dec. 9, the court 

heard that on the night of May 
5, 2020, the two accessories, 
along with three others, were 
present at the Lanky Court 
apartment where Menacho 
died. Larabie is accused of 
striking Menacho repeatedly 
with a hatchet. 

Larabie then "commanded" 
the five witnesses to remain 
in the residence. Nande and 
Brule complied, three others 
fled. 

Reading from the agreed 
statement of facts, MacPher-
son told the court that Larabie 
placed Menacho's body in a 
cube freezer and told Nande 
and Brule to remove their 
clothes and take a shower, 
which they did. 

The two then helped clean 
the apartment. 

Brule, who was dating 
and living with Larabie at the 
time, suggested using bleach 
to cover the evidence. 

Larabie allegedly gave the 
hatchet to Nande with the 
understanding that he would 
dispose of the weapon. 

Nande and Brule left the 
apartment for the night. There 
was a meeting the next day to 
discuss how to dispose of the 
body. They decided they would 
transport the cube freezer, the 
couch where the attack took 
place and any other bloodied 
items out of town and then 
burn them.

Brule retrieved a dolly 

to transport the freezer and 
Nande called a friend with 
a pickup truck to help them 
drive the evidence out of town. 

The friend with the truck 
noted that the three had been 
acting strange. When he 
was helping them move the 
couch from the Lanky Court 
residence into his vehicle, 
he noticed blood. The court 
heard that he then snuck away 
to report his observations to 
the RCMP, who were already 
looking for Menacho at this 
time. 

The RCMP descended onto 
the apartment and found the 
body in the freezer. Larabie, 
Nande and Brule were appre-
hended. 

MacPherson acknowledged 
that Nande and Brule "had a 
significant role in attempting 
to clean the murder scene," 
but, he said Larabie "exerted 
power over the accessories" to 
solicit their assistance. 

Though some fled, Larabie 
"commanded" that the wit-
nesses stay and "forced them" 
to remove their clothing and 
have a shower, MacPherson 
said. He later allegedly told 
Nande he would kill him if he 
informed the police. 

Larabie is set to appear in 
court for a preliminary inquiry 
on June 22, 2021. 

The judge will then decide 
if there is enough evidence to 
proceed to trial. 

The importance of an open court 'cannot be underestimated' writes Justice Shaner

Details from accessory to murder case 
emerge after publication ban lifted

by natalie Pressman  
Northern News Services

Natalie Pressman/NNSl photo 

A publication ban that previously barred media from reporting on the agreed statement of facts surround-
ing Breanna menacho's death has now been lifted. Details can now be reported for the first time. 

photo courtesy of rCMP

Breanna Menacho, 22, was found deceased in a 
Lanky Court residence on may 6, 2020.



22  yellowKNifer, wednesday, December 23, 2020

SportS hotline • JameS mccarthy
phone: (867) 873-4031 • email: sports@nnsl.com • Fax: (867) 873-8507

Sports & recreation

Two Yellowknife basket-
ball rising stars have signed 
for the 2021 Ontario USport 
season. 

Janet Rose and Mali Strak-
er have been playing Yellow-
knife basketball since they 
were kids. Now, entering their 
first year of university in the 
fall, the pair will hit the courts 
as Golden Hawks 
and Voyageurs 
joining Wilfred 
Laurier and Lau-
rentian universi-
ties, respectively. 

Being suc-
cessfully scouted 
is no easy feat 
at the best of 
times, but Rose 
and Straker's 
recruitment is 
made even more 
impressive by 
the shortage of free spots the 
pandemic has caused for the 
upcoming season.

Due to Covid-19, and the 
USport 20-21 season being 
cancelled, existing rosters 
aren't losing a year of eligibil-
ity, which means fewer gradu-
ates from teams and fewer 
spots for rookies.

Aaron Wells, who has 
been coaching basketball in 
Yellowknife for over a dec-
ade, said, "You could tell 
from a young age that (Rose 
and Straker) had a competi-
tive nature about them and a 
seriousness about wanting to 
get better.

"That translated in games 
and practices and really what-
ever they needed to do on the 
basketball court," Wells said. 
"As they grew, you could tell 
that to improve their game 
they needed a better level of 
competition more regularly."

Both Straker and Rose 
moved south to pursue that 
level of competition during 
grades 11 and 12. Straker 
spent her final high school 
years as a student in Calgary 
while Rose moved first to Vic-
toria before joining Straker in 
Calgary as well. 

"At a certain point, I had 
to make the decision to move 
just so that I can get that 
exposure and play games 
against girls that also have 
the motivation to play post-

secondary," Straker said. 
Outside of school and 

training camps, there is 
only one women's basket-
ball team, the U19 Eagles, 
where Yellowknife women 
can compete. The team takes 
on competitors in the Yellow-
knife Basketball Association 
(YKBA) Women's League, 
and, in non-Covid years, trav-
els to compete in other parts 

of the country. 
At a certain 
point, however, 
Rose and Strak-
er agree they 
needed to be 
immersed with 
players more 
committed to the 
game.

Still, the duo's 
decision to move 
away doesn't 
make them any 
less proud of 

their Yellowknife roots.
Rose expressed particular 

gratitude to organizations like 
Sport North, with whom she 
earned the high-performance 
athlete grant to fund much 
of her competition. She also 
thanked her coaches through 
the years and the Yellow-
knife community at large for 
"encouraging (her) since day 
one."

"There are some disadvan-
tages," she said about being a 
competitive athlete in a small 
city like Yellowknife, "but it 
is such a community that is 
pushing you and is there for 
you and is so proud. I wouldn't 
want to be from anywhere 
else."

Rose and Straker, training 
through the winter, aim to 
continue to make Yellowknife 
proud when they step onto the 
university courts in the fall. 

"I just want to show that I 
belong there," Straker said. "I 
want to surprise the girls once 
I'm there, and how good I can 
be, how competitive I am."

The impact the two are 
having on the Yellowknife 
community, Wells said, is 
probably more than they real-
ize. 

"Whether those girls know 
it or not, the fact that they're 
playing college basketball and 
are going to be talked about 
makes a big impact on the 
younger girls who see that 

you can make it to that higher 
level," he said.  

"Obviously the whole 
basketball community is 
super proud of them," he said. 
"Kudos to them for having a 
goal and making the sacrifi-
ces necessary to achieve it."

Despite little play due to 
Covid-19, the pair will be 
attending Wilfred Laurier 

and Laurentian universities

Homegrown players recruited 
to play university basketball

 photo courtesy of Janet rose

Janet Rose has been 
recruited to play uni-
versity basketball with 
the Laurier Golden 
Hawks.

by natalie Pressman  
Northern News Services

Janet Rose, left, 
and Mali Straker, 
right, with coach 

Matt Spencer at the 
University of Calgary 

Dinos basketball 
camp in 2016. 

"You could tell 
from a young 

age that 
(they) had a 
competitive 

nature."
– Aaron wells
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