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O, Christmas tree

How one 
runner 
faces the 
cold in YK

Largest 
diamond 
from Gahcho 
Kue yet

Kami Kandola waiting for Health Canada approval on Moderna vax

Vaccine expected to 
arrive in January

Accessible 
playground 
coming to 
Somba K'e

photo courtesy of Kalemi Dene School

Jayden Field, left, Faith Mantla, Saniyah Black-Sabourin, Allan Betsina and 
other members of the Grade 3/4 class of Kalemi Dene School carry their 
freshly-harvested Christmas tree on Dec. 11. About 15 kids from the class 
ventured out to a spot along Vee Lake Road to cut down a tree, the first 
time the school has done Christmas tree harvesting as part of its bush skills 
program. 



2  yeLLowKniFeR, Friday, December 18, 2020



yeLLowKniFeR, Friday, December 18, 2020  3news

Did we get it wrong?
Yellowknifer is committed to getting facts and 

names right. With that goes a commitment to acknow-
ledge mistakes and run corrections. If you spot an 
error in Yellowknifer, call 873-4031 and ask to speak 
to an editor, or email editorial@nnsl.com. We'll get a 
correction or clarification in as soon as we can.

News
Briefs

Range Lake students donate over 
600 food items to shelters

The actions of students from Range Lake North 
(RLN) school will help reduce hunger at Christ-
mas after more than 600 donated food items were 
passed onto Hope's Haven and the Salvation Army 
this week.

Each year, RLN organizes a food drive where 
students bring non-perishable food from home and 
place them under a 3.6-metre Christmas tree in the 
school atrium, said principal Yasemin Heyck.

"(This year) we had a friendly competition to see 
how many classes can bring in the most food items," 
she said. "The kids and families really get into it. 
This year we gave them to the Salvation Army and 
Hope's Haven. There's a bar graph and they keep 
track of how many have been collected. One of our 
junior kindergarten classes gave the most.

The school started the drive on Dec. 3 and even 
though it has already distributed around 600 items, 
Heyck said more are coming in and she expects 
more than 700 in total will be received.

"This was a good year," she said.
– Blair McBride

Community Fundraising Club 
seeking Yellowknifers support 

for Adopt a Family
The Community Fundraising Club partners with 

a Yellowknife school to help provide Christmas 
gifts and groceries to families in need. 

Their "Adopt a Family Program", as it's called, 
has so far raised just over $5,000 of its $25,000 
goal. The volunteer run group is asking for com-
munity support to meet their goal by Dec. 18. 

The program's GoFundMe page states that there 
are a greater number of families in need this year 
and that the group has "made efforts to get the com-
munity involved."

Through the program, the Community Fund-
raising Club receives a list of families and gift 
information from the school. Each child receives 
four gifts: one item they want, one they need, one 
book and one item of clothing. Interested donors 
can visit the group's GoFundMe Campaign online, 
or email yellowknifecfc@gmail.com for more infor-
mation.

– Natalie Pressman

NWT population fell by 26  
people in 2019-2020

The NWT population stood at 45,074 as of 
Oct. 1, 2020, with the population decreasing by 
26 people from the same date in 2019, according 
to a report on Thursday from the NWT Bureau of 
Statistics. 

The "natural decrease" in that period included 
575 births and 265 deaths, resulting in a net increase 
of 310 persons. 

Migration from other provinces and territories 
accounted for 1,715 people moving into the NWT, 
while 2,108 moved away, representing a net loss of 
393 people. 

Internationally, there was a net in-migration of 
57 people.

However, since the Covid-19 pandemic arrived 
in Canada, restrictions put on international borders 
reduced the number of international migrants, 
including into the NWT. 

On Oct. 1, 2020, the quarterly international 
migration into the territory was the lowest in the 
past nine years, with 21 people moving in from 
outside of Canada.

On the national level, Canada's population 
increased by 0.5 per cent between Oct. 1, 2019 
and Oct. 1, 2020. Nunavut experienced the lar-
gest increase followed by Yukon, Alberta, Prince 
Edward Island and Ontario. 

The population of Newfoundland and Labrador 
declined by 0.6 per cent, the only other jurisdiction 
along with the NWT that saw a population decrease.

– Blair McBride

Chief public health office 
Kami Kandola says that initial 
rollout for the Moderna vac-
cine is expected to begin mid-
January 2021.

nnSL file photo 

The NWT's chief public health officer 
(CPHO) is counting on the initial roll out of 
the Moderna vaccine across the territory to 
begin in close to a month, but a significant 
amount of logistical legwork needs to take 
place in the meantime.

The first doses of the vaccine will be 
administered to the territory's priority popu-
lation – those at highest risk of contracting 
or spreading the virus. That would comprise 
Elders age 60 and over, people with chronic 
conditions or lung and heart diseases, essen-
tial workers such as those in health care and 
Indigenous residents of remote communities 
that rely on fly-in service, Dr. Kami Kan-
dola said during her weekly update on the 
Covid-19 pandemic on Wednesday.

A second vaccine shipment, which may 
include doses for the general population, is 
expected to be available in early February. 
It is uncertain if a third shipment will be 
required, Kandola said.

"We will hope that with the second ship-
ment we can wrap up the priority groups 
and start working with the general popula-
tion, but I don't have any information to 
confirm that," she said.

The NWT has, so far, secured 51,600 
doses of the vaccine, which works out to 75 
per cent of the territory's adult population 
18 years and older as two doses are required 
per individual.

Approval still required
There remains much groundwork to be 

done leading up to the first roll out, starting 
with the federal government's go-ahead for 
the vaccine ordered.

"The most important information we're 
waiting on is actually Health Canada's 
approval of the Moderna vaccine," Kandola 

said, adding that the Moderna product is 
advanced in the regulatory review process. 
"Even if we receive the shipment, there 
are still hiring logistics, communications 
(requirements to) make sure that NWT 
residents have the information they need to 
provide informed consent before we distrib-
ute the vaccine. So we're anticipating that 
probably around mid-January, hopefully, 
the shipments arrive that we can start roll-
ing out the vaccines to priority populations."

The two large freezers that will store 
the vaccine – one at Stanton Territorial 
Hospital and one at the Inuvik Regional 
Hospital – arrived in the NWT this week, 
said Kandola.

"We can receive the initial shipments but 
we still have to go through training and hir-
ing to deliver the vaccine," she said.

With the freezers in place, Kandola said 
the territorial government is planning the 
logistics of how to reach small and remote 
communities.

This means that with the vaccine hav-
ing to be kept at -20 C at all times, smaller 
portable freezers will be placed in charter 
planes with the mobile teams delivering 
the vaccine to communities, according to 
Kandola.

"This is all being worked out as we 
speak and this is part of the logistics prep-
aration before people roll out and deliver the 
vaccines," she said.

Based on the First Ministers' meeting 
on Dec. 10, the NWT, Nunavut and Yukon 
were identified as a priority for vaccina-
tion in Canada because of remoteness and 
limited health-care service, Kandola added.

CPHO waiting for Health Canada approval on Moderna

Initial vaccine rollout 
only weeks away now

Pixabay illustration 

Elders age 60 and over, people with lung and heart diseases, essential 
workers such as those in health care and Indigenous residents of remote 
communities will be first to receive vaccination.

Active cases: 8
Confirmed cases: 23
Recovered cases: 15
Completed tests: 9,155
negative tests: 9,133
Pending tests: 36

Days since first confirmed case: 272
Days since last confirmed case: 0
Common symptoms: Fever, (60 per cent), muscle 
aches or pain (53 per cent), cough (53 per cent), 
sore throat (33 per cent), diharrhea (13 per cent), 
difficulty breathing (seven per cent)

fact file
nwt covid-19 situAtion As of dec. 17

Source: Office of the Chief Public Health Officer

Scan for the
latest GNWT

Covid-19 statistics

by simon whitehouse 
northern news Services
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This -39 C weather bringing you 
down and chilling you to the bone? 
Try running in it. No, seriously.

It works for Dave de Lugt, who 
on Wednesday ran 11 km when the 
mercury dropped to -39 C, which felt 
like -48 C when factoring in the wind 
chill. He's entering his second winter 
of running after he took up the sport 
18 months ago.

With his husky dog Sam by his 
side, de Lugt ran through the city, up 
Old Airport Road, along Highway 3 
and back into town.

"It feels just like normal running 
but with more layers," he said. "I 
move a bit slower. It takes longer for 
my muscles to warm up but it's never 
as bad as I think it's going to be."

For runs in weather as cold as this 
week, his running attire comprises of 
three sets of layers. On top he wears a 
wicking layer of merino wool against 
his skin, a polar fleece warming layer 
and a windbreaker.

On his legs he wears a merino 
layer, fleece running tights and run-
ning pants. He wears one pair of 
mitts. On his head he sports a fleece 
and Gore-tex tuque and on his feet 
just one pair of socks and running 
shoes.

Wearing more than one pair of 

socks for winter runs doesn't work 
for him.

"I never liked it," he said. "For the 
first few kilometres my feet are cold 
so I make sure I'm wiggling my toes. 
But if I start the run with cold feet I 
find they'll stay cold, so I warm them 
up before I go."

His setup might sound minimal 
in the face of brutal conditions, but it 
held up for him when he did his long-
est winter run yet of 21 km on Dec. 
21, 2019. The temperature that day 
was -25 C, according to Environment 
Canada data.

"I did it by myself. I trained for 
it as though it was a race. I've never 
shivered in the winter," he said non-
chalantly.

Frostbite is a potential danger 
since de Lugt doesn't wear a mask or 
balaclava, but it hasn't been a problem 
for him yet.

"I work for Arctic Response. We 
do safety training (and) Arctic surviv-
al programs in the winter. I'm pretty 
familiar with frostbite. I'm running 
a risk (but) I've found that once I'm 
moving I stay quite warm. Through-
out the run I'll take my hand out of my 
mitt and check my face.

"Today I did feel a spot on my 
cheek that was getting cold when I 
started to head back into the wind, 
so I pulled my neck warmer over my 

cheek to let my breath warm it up. All 
last winter I was running in low tem-
peratures and maybe it's the warm air 
I'm exhaling that is generating a bit of 
a pocket around my face."

The bright mid-day sky on Wed-
nesday gave him a chance to soak 

up some of the minimal sun at this 
time of year, while also giving his 
dog some needed exercise at the same 
time.

For people considering following 
in de Lugt's quick-footed tracks in the 
snow, he advises Yellowknifers to just 

go for it and layer up appropriately.
"It's a lot of fun. I understand the 

barriers but anybody can do it. You 
don't need any fancy gear. You can 
do it in a cheap pair of rain pants and 
cotton pants. It wouldn't be perfect 
but you can make it work."

Dave de Lugt has been braving the elements for two winters

One YK runner's guide to 
braving the deep freeze

by Blair McBride  
northern news Services

Blair McBride/nnSL photo 

Dave de Lugt and his husky Sam run through Somba K'e Park during their 11 km run on Wed-
nesday when it was -39 C. 
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The new Range Lake winter 
wonderland is Yellowknife's own 
field of dreams. 

Stu Impett, Matt Mossman and 
Rudolph Swanepoel built it and the 
Yellowknifers have come. 

In past years, there may have 
been a skating rink or two on Range 
Lake. Now, there are nine skating 
rinks, a 2.1 kilometre skate track 
around the lake's perimeter, two 
cross-country ski paths inside the 
skate track and fire pits accompany-
ing the various rinks. The trio has 
even installed LED lights so resi-
dents can make use of the facility 
during the dark hours of winter.

Impett said the idea formed over 
coffee. "It's one of those things 
where you just say 'hey, we should 
build a skate rink' and then some-
one else says 'hey I really like to 
ski, we should build a ski track.'" 
Range Lake now has all that and 
then some.

Clarence Pyke, a resident of the 
Range Lake neighbourhood, said 
he walks Range Lake everyday and 
loves seeing "more and more people 
out there."

Pyke said the three initiatives are 
"making the lake great again."

In a year when social gather-
ings are restricted for public health 
concerns, the chance to socialize 
outdoors is welcome, Pyke said. 

He acknowledged the time and 
energy required to plow, clear and 
shovel the wonderland and said he 
"just wants to tell the guys they're 
doing a great job."

Impett admits they have put in 
a "significant amount of time" to 
build and maintain the tracks and 
paths on Range Lake. In the darkest 
time of year, however, he said the 
benefits of getting outside are "more 
than just physical."

Beyond the 'thank you's and wav-
ing Impett said he gets from com-
munity members enjoying the new 
and improved Range Lake, some 
have even been leaving treats on his 
doorstep to show their gratitude. 

The country too, is taking notice 
of Range Lake's makeover.

CBC's The National show-
cased the lake's upgrade to viewers 
across the country and Yellowknife 
Mayor Rebecca Alty shared the her 
enthusiasm over Instagram earlier 
this month. 

Though he hopes Yellowknife 
is not subject to another lockdown, 
Impett said if public health restric-
tions do tighten this would be an 

option for Yellowknifers to socialize 
and spend some time outdoors. 

On top of the current features, he 
said the trio is considering adding a 

curling rink as well. "Stay tuned," 
he said. 

Yellowknifers enjoying the Range Lake revamp
by natalie Pressman  
northern news Services

photos courtesy of Stu impett 

From the left Nate Harris, Hayden Pearce, Jaxon Pearce, Owen Bowden, Rori Bell, Nate Lalonde 
and Kelsey Impett enjoy a hockey game on one of Range Lake's ice rinks. 

'Making the lake great again'  
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With the risk of Covid-19 
infections rising higher than 
ever during the holiday sea-
son, the GNWT released a 
list of health guidelines based 
on public health orders for 
celebrating the holiday season 
while protecting residents in a 
news release on Tuesday.

The territorial govern-
ment advises that if anyone 
in a household has travelled 
outside the NWT in the last 
14 days that everyone in the 
household must self-isolate to 
best avoid Covid-19 outbreaks.

People should self-monitor 
for coronavirus symptoms and 
cancel get-togethers if they 
feel unwell or display minor 
symptoms.

Do not host other people 
if you're self-isolating. Guests 
who are self-isolating should 
try to connect virtually 
instead. Consider connecting 
through video calls or video-
sharing to keep physical cir-
cles small, while staying con-
nected with friends and family 
virtually.

If hosting a holiday dinner, 
remember the NWT's indoor 
gathering limits of five people 
in addition to household mem-
bers, up to a maximum of 10 
people, indoors at any time.

At meals, guests should 
be physically distanced and 
shouldn't share glasses or cut-
lery.

Avoid physical greetings 

such as kissing and clinking 
glasses. Elbow taps and vir-
tual hugs are acceptable.

In indoor public spaces like 
community or banquet halls, 
up to 25 people are permit-
ted to gather with physical 
distancing, hand-washing and 
enhanced cleaning measures 
in effect.

In outdoor spaces, up to 50 
people can meet with physical 
distancing by household and 
hand-washing.

Consider always wearing a 
mask whenever you are in any 
public space.

Avoid Christmas caroling 
and other door-to-door activ-
ities.

Religious services should 
not exceed the maximum 
allowable number of people. 
Virtual options should be con-
sidered.

If you plan to visit a family 
member in continuing care or 
hospital, carefully follow all 
visitor policies. The Northwest 
Territories Health and Social 
Services Authority provides 
guidelines for these facilities. 
Non-medical masks are man-
datory.

"We know the holiday 
season will look different 
this year in our territory and 
around the world," said Health 
Minister Julie Green.

"The realities of the Covid-
19 pandemic mean we cannot 
travel and gather as family, 
friends and community in our 
usual manner. With creativity 

and good humour, however, 
we can all find Covid-safe 
ways to meaningfully cele-
brate this beautiful season."

Full guidelines are avail-
able on the GNWT's Covid-19 
response website, including a 
print-ready document.

'We know the holiday 
season will look different 
this year,' Minister Green

GNWT releases Covid-19 health 
guidelines for holiday celebrations

by Blair McBride  
northern news Services

nnSL file photo 

NWT residents cannot celebrate the holiday 
season as usual this year but can still find Covid-
safe ways to meaningfully enjoy the holidays, said 
Health Minister Julie Green, on Tuesday. 
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The new downtown 
emergency shelter  was 
dreaded by neighbours at 
the onset, but considering 
how there have been no 
issues so far, we can't let 
NIMBYism stand in the 
way of helping the vulner-
able.
nnSL file photo

the good news: Yellowknife city 
council has $1.5 million in funding 
from the federal government for sup-
portive housing projects.

more good news: the federal gov-
ernment has demonstrated flexibility 
by extending the march 31, 2021 
deadline to spend that money. the 
additional three months was much 
needed.

Possibly the best news yet: there's 
still potential for the city or some 
other body to tap into the $1-billion 
rapid housing initiative.

the latter fund was announced in 
late October and it's already gener-
ating headlines across the country.  
some cities jumped on the oppor-
tunity rapidly, all right. Calgary will 
transform $24.6 million into 176 
new residences; edmonton is using 
$17.3 million from the program to 
create 80 supportive housing units; 
hamilton will establish 45 new 
affordable homes with $10.8 mil-
lion in funding from Ottawa; halifax 
is getting $8.7 million to set up 28 
affordable housing units.

it's too soon to say how much 
money Yellowknife will get and 
which organization will administer it. 

it may be the Yellowknives dene 
first Nation in their bid to establish 
more homes in Ndilo and dettah. 
it could be city hall or some other 
Yellowknife group. 

City staff were initially hesitant to 

pursue the rapid housing initiative 
funding due to being swamped with 
work related to other major projects. 

that hurdle has obviously been 
overcome as the city is proceeding 
with what should be a fine-tuned 
application with an aim to score the 
most possible points within Ottawa's 
stated criteria, boosting the chances 
for success. 

the number of housing units that 
could be created in Yellowknife 
remains unknown at this point, 
but it's going to make an impact. 
as it stands, with the $1.5 million 
already secured, the city is studying 
the option of renovating an existing 
apartment complex that has been 
used for federal employees over the 
years. if that project proceeds, it 
could result in 36 residences for our 
city's most vulnerable population. 

should a rapid housing initiative 
project get the green light on top 
of that, we're talking about serious 
progress.

how many people in our city 
experience forms of homelessness? 
that number stood at 338 as of 

2018, according to the Canadian 
Observatory on homelessness – a 
non-partisan research and policy 
partnership among academics, 
policy and decision-makers, service 
providers and people with lived 
experience of homelessness. 

Now, what could throw a wrench 
in plans down the line is Yellow-
knife's infamous "not in my back-
yard," or NimBY attitude. the day 
shelter on 50 street and the tem-
porary shelter in the former mine 
rescue building, which also housed 
the sidedoor youth drop-in centre, 
are examples of how some people 
are immediately up in arms over 
the prospect of a shelter popping up 
down the block or across the street. 

it's true that some challenges 
have existed, but when Yellowknifer 
has checked in with opponents to 
such facilities weeks or months 
later, they generally express satis-
faction with the way things have 
transpired, often owing to some rea-
sonable tweaks made to tamp down 
disruptions. let's do our best to keep 
open minds.   

the city has a 10-year plan to end 
homelessness. for those who would 
argue that homelessness can never 
truly be eliminated, perhaps you're 
right. But we're on the verge of a big 
dent being made in a long-standing 
problem, and it's hard not to feel 
buoyant about the months ahead as 
key decisions are made. 

Doors opening 
wider in 2021

Reasons for optimism with federal funds secured and possibility 
of greater windfall, but we can't let niMByism stand in the way
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It was a week before Christmas and all 
through his cabin, not a creature was stirring 
…. except for one darned mouse. It had been 
there for a week or more and at night made 
quite a racket. It scurried about, gnawed end-
lessly, and clattering as it ran over pots and 
pans. 

Sam had enough. He climbed out of bed, 
grabbed his shotgun, and went stalking. 
KAWBWAM. You don't have far to stalk, in 
a one room cabin, but truth be told, he had 
accidentally pulled the trigger when the gun 
was vaguely pointed in the right direct.

The deafening roar of the blast really 
reverberated in the small space. So, while 
his ears were ringing, dust bellowed up from 
the floor and fell from the rafters.  The place 
was peppered with bits of debris and feathers, 
leaking out of the newly made holes in his 
favourite parka hanging on the wall. 

Sam stumbled to the door and opened it 
wide. The warm air inside rushed out, taking 
with it most of the dust, debris, feathers and 
the smoke. As he stood there, in the cold, the 
mouse ran by. It had had enough excitement 
for one night. After the air had cleared, Sam 
closed his cabin door and went back to bed. 
He had decided he would clean up the place 
and fix the damage later, much later.

It took awhile, but he finally drifted off 
to the land of nod. Then suddenly he was 
startled back awake by something thumping 
on his roof. He leapt out of bed, his heart 
pounding. He was ready to fight whatever 
creature was trying to break into his abode. 
Then he realized that the wind had come 
up. Snow blobs on the trees, were slipping 
off their branches, turning into snow bombs 
and hurtling down. That is what had caused 
the thumping on his roof. He felt a little 
silly standing there in his long johns, so he 
climbed back into bed. Thinking some not 
so kind thoughts about mother nature and 
her foibles. All he wanted was a good night's 
sleep. Was that too much to ask?

Apparently, it was, because a couple 
hours later he awoke with a start because the 
inside of his cabin was all lit up. He snapped 
opened his eyes fearing fire but instead some-
one had snuck in and lit his propane lights 
and several candles. That someone dressed in 
bush attire was sitting at Sam's kitchen table, 

stroking his beard, and smoking a pipe. Sam 
assumed he was still asleep and dreaming.

The apparition raised his hand in acknow-
ledgement of Sam's stare. He cleared his 
throat and spoke in a deep rumbly voice. 
"Hello Sam. In case you are wondering I 
am sometimes referred to as jolly old Saint 
Nick."

Sam growled back "You don't look like no 
Saint to me."

"Ah but looks can be deceiving. If its 
about the garb, I only wear the red suit on 
special occasions. Its mostly for show and for 
the kids, after all." 

Sam was having a rough night of it. If this 
old bloke wanted to call himself Santa, why 
try to argue the point?  "OK" he said, "But 
what's any of this got to do with me?"

"Good question. I have come to ask you a 
favour. You could call it a Christmas wish. I 
checked the naughty and nice records before 
I came. You have not been very naughty, 
except for scaring that poor mouse of course. 
On the other hand, you have not been overly 
nice either. I suspect it comes from living 
alone in this cabin."

Now in town Widow Jenkins, whom you 
know, just got a cord of cut wood delivered 
that needs splitting.  And she can't afford to 
hire anyone. You're a bush rat who know how 
to split. If you nicely split and stack the wood 
by her door, she would get her Christmas 
wish and you would have done a good deed."  
Then in the blink of an eye he disappeared, 
and the lights went out. 

  Sam woke the next morning, was 
a little confused about what was real or 
imagined. He went to town and split the fire-
wood. In return, he got a big smile, sincere 
thank you and a plate of cookies. But more 
importantly, he got what he had been wishing 
for, A GOOD NIGHTS SLEEP! 

Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays, to 
one and all.

A special Christmas 
in the cabin tale

northern news Services

commentary

The winter months come with a lack of 
natural light, viruses spread-
ing and all the social obliga-
tions that are being met… or 
not can be a gloomy time of 
year for some. 

Feelings of depression 
and low energy might signify 
Seasonal Affective Disorder 
(SAD).  It can strike women 
more than men and young 
people more than older per-
sons.  

Light therapy can relieve 
this condition.  It involves 
sitting near a special light 
source for about 30 minutes 
per day.  Talk to your doctor 
or pharmacist about it.

Avoid the pregnancy puff
About four per cent of pregnant in 

North American women have used mari-
juana during pregnancy. 

The professional opinion is that preg-
nant women should NOT used marijuana.  

Fetuses exposed to cannabis can be born 
pre-term and may need to be put into a 
neonatal ward due to their small size.  It 

is still to be determined if the 
drug has an adverse effect on 
the child's learning ability.  Best 
advice: Don't use marijuana 
while pregnant.

New Years resolution
The start of the New Year is 

a good focal point for change.  If 
you have thought about changing 
your life style to a healthier one, 
now is a good time to begin.  
More exercise, losing some 
weight, quitting smoking are 
good places to start.

Happy holidays
With this last column for 2020, all our 

staff wish you a very Happy New Year 
and a very healthy 2021.  Thank you for 
using our pharmacy for your medication 
needs during the past year.  

We look forward to serving you 
throughout the New Year.

cAPsule 
Comments
Aaron La Borde is  
a pharmacist at  
Sutherland Drugs.

SAD can strike at any 
moment in winter

wikimedia Commons photo

A light therapy lamp for treating seasonal affective disorder, which can 
come with feelings of depression writes columnist aaron La Borde.

walt humphries is a well-known
Yellowknife artist and prospector.

tales frOm
the dump

photo courtesy of walt Humphries

A mouse on a woodpile with a splitting maul. Columnist Walt Humphries 
shares a ripping holiday yarn about a Christmas spent in a cabin.

northern news Services
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The City of Yellowknife is aiming 
to find long-term solutions through 
two recent federal funding programs 
that provide shelter for those most 
in need.

On Oct. 23, the City of Yellow-
knife was successful in obtaining 
$1.5 million from a Reaching Home 
Canada Strategy to End Homeless-
ness, Covid-19 funding. That sup-
plemented $500,000 the city had 
received earlier in the year.

On Dec. 7, council decided to 
hold off on a recommendation from 
the Community Advisory Board 
(CAB) on Homelessness to spend 
$300,000 of that money on rental 
and utility arrears and temporary 
rent supports for  individuals and 
families experiencing or at imminent 
risk of homelessness.

The other portion of that tabled 
motion included $812,100 to provide 
20 shelter beds for individuals and 10 
shelter rooms for families, or to rent 
hotel rooms and use them as shelter 
locations.

Wanting to focus on permanent 
housing solutions, the city has asked 
the federal government to review 
locally available housing units that 
could be renovated or upgraded with 
the $1.5 million, Mayor Rebecca 
Alty said.

"Council right now is saying we 
don't want to approve (spending) just 

yet (for the CAB recommendations) 
because we want to see if there are 
permanent housing units," said Alty.

The city has identified its 10-year 
Plan to End Homelessness as a press-
ing need.

"If there is no permanent sup-
portive housing options, council will 
look again at the ... recommenda-
tions that CAB has made," Alty said, 
adding that decisions will be made 
sometime in the new year.

One of the potential locations 
identified for permanent supportive 
housing is the Aspen Apartments 
complex on 51 Street, which is a 
residence for federal staff. It could 
supply up to 36 residences.

Ideally, council wants the city to 
put the money toward renovations 
on housing units and then turn them 
over to a non-governmental organ-
ization. The city is optimistic that it 
can afford to use the federal funds to 
hire a project manager and technical 
staff to complete the upgrades.

Council authorized Alty to make 
a written request to the Govern-
ment of Canada for an extension to 
the March 31 deadline to spend the 
money. The mayor said this week 
that she was delighted to learn that 
the extension was granted.

"I sent a letter to the minister 
and they had been offering exten-
sions to a bunch of communities 
because it was a common challenge 
for communities," she said. "So we 

now have until June 30, 2021. It is 
definitely good news because it gives 
us another six months to work out 
housing solutions in the community."

Council also agreed on Dec. 7 to 
direct city staff to put an application 
in place by the end of December 
towards a portion of the $1-billion 
Canada Mortgage and Housing's 
Rapid Housing Initiative.

That funding aims to create up 
to 3,000 new permanent, affordable 
housing units across the country.

The city initially aimed to seek 
a specific dollar figure – $25 mil-
lion – from that fund with the aim 
to support urgent housing needs for 
vulnerable residents. Preliminary 
talk around the council table in Nov-
ember was to identify and retrofit a 
downtown building to provide sup-
portive housing.

Council asked city staff instead to 
tailor the application toward increas-
ing the likelihood of getting funding 
approved.

"We want to look at other pos-
sibilities in town that might score 
higher (within the federal govern-
ment's criteria) because we might be 
more likely to receive funding," Alty 
said. "We are not saying applications 
should try to get the most money, we 
said put in an application that will 
get the most points or the most likeli-
hood of getting funds."

Alty said there are a number of 
organizations in Yellowknife eligible 

to apply for Rapid Housing Initiative 
funding. If any of them is success-
ful, it will make a big difference in 
local housing needs, according to 
the mayor.

"It is tough competition for the 
funding but we have heard that there 
are quite a few organizations in town 
who are seeking to apply," Alty said.

The Yellowknives Dene First 

Nation is seeking some of that fed-
eral funding to go toward housing 
units in Dettah and N'dilo.

"We are hopeful that at least one 
housing project is selected in Yellow-
knife," Alty said. "Each one (of the 
applicants is) targeting slightly dif-
ferent audiences, whether it is Elders 
or families or individuals. There is a 
housing need in all of those areas."

aspen apartments may provide 36 units for municipal housing projects

Mayor foresees 2021 as potentially big 
housing year for vulnerable people

by simon whitehouse 
northern news Services

City of yellowknife image

The City of yellowknife receiving a deadline extension for 
spending federal housing money "is definitely good news 
because it gives us another six months to work out housing 
solutions in the community," says Mayor Rebecca alty.

news
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Taxidermy artist Jesse olson had a display of some of her works during the 
Dec. 12 show.

yellowknifers showed up for the art show at the former after 8 Pub on Satur-
day night. Tetreault estimated that close to 65 people came and went during 
the course of the night.

Landscape artist holds show at former pub

Yellowknife's painted nat-
ural features were on display 
last Saturday night as land-
scape artist Maddy Tetreault 
held a unique art show at the 
former After 8 Pub.

Tetreault, a local artist 
of seven years, presented 14 
paintings of the Yellowknife 
area that she created over the 
last year to year-and-a-half.

"This show was really 
focused on newer style of 
landscapes which were more 
colourful and representing 
both winter and summer 
scenes," Tetreault said. "Most 
of my work focuses on winter 
scenes because that is more 
the season I paint in. During 
summer I am outside a lot 
and having too much fun."

Tetreault said there were 
Covid-19 restrictions during 
the show with a cap of 25 
people allowed into the for-
mer pub at once. She esti-
mated about 65 people came 
through by the end of the 
night.

"I was lucky enough to 

get the rented space at After 
8 because (the art show) 
was originally supposed to 
be at the Racquet Club." she 
said. "There were a couple of 
Covid scares that led to a lot 
of cancellations of events."

Aside from paintings for 
sale, she also had prints and 
little round festive cookies 
for sale.

"Christmas is always the 
busiest time and Covid real-
ly hasn't changed anything 
around that," she said. "Espe-
cially in Yellowknife, people 
are in town and I think are 
aiming to buy local. That 
really reflects in the sales as 
well and I think I was pretty 
successful."

Tetreault is known for her 
art and show painting ses-
sion nights at rented Aurora 
Village teepee. While her 
season for this is now over, 
people can watch for new 
dates around March.

The art show also pro-
vided a showcase for the taxi-
dermy art of Jesse Olson, a 
long-time Yellowknifer who 

recently moved to the East 
Coast.

Rob Warburton has owned 
thee space since 2016 and he 
said the former bar location 
lends well for the purposes of 
non-profits and art shows.

"So for those types of 
uses, I don't mind providing 
the space, especially after we 
have just finished cleaning 
up," following the closure of 
the bar, he said.

Warburton said a new 

lease has been signed for the 
use of that space, but details 
are to be announced, likely in 
the new year.

"I've always known that 
space could be used for a lot 
more and while the closure of 

the bar is obviously not great, 
I'm excited for what is ahead," 
he said.

"I own the upstairs as 
well and I think what will be 
introduced will make it more 
livable."

northern news Services

ARt show 
Feature

by Simon whitehouse

Simon whitehouse/nnSL photos

maddy Tetreault of maddy Tetreault's Northern Inspired Art drew a crowd for an art show in the old after 
8 Pub space on Forrest Drive, Dec. 12. 
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A new playground for children 
of all abilities is planned for Yellow-
knife and is being made possible 
with a $100,000 donation from Can-
adian Tire, the City of Yellowknife 
announced in a news release Thurs-
day.

The Jumpstart Playground, a 1,021 
square metre project, will be built in 
Somba K'e park and will be the city's 
first inclusive playground.

Inclusive playgrounds have such 
features as double-wide ramps, roller 
slides, bucket seats with harness 
swings and quiet zones for children 
with autism spectrum disorder and 
sensory processing disorders.

Ground for the project will be 
broken in 2021, when other Jumpstart 
Playground projects will also kick 
off in Whitehorse, Montreal and St. 
John's, NL.

The new playground will receive 
support and funding from Yellow-
knife Canadian Tire Dealer Jason 
Butorac and his wife Karen and Can-
adian Tire Jumpstart Charities in 
partnership with the City of Yellow-
knife.

The Jumpstart Charities' Inclusive 
Play Project aims to remove access-
ibility barriers to sport and play.

"My family and I could not be 
prouder to work with Jumpstart and 

contribute $100,000 to help bring 
this playground to Yellowknife," said 
Jason Butorac. "After a year that has 
been difficult for many families, 
bringing more joy and play to our city 
is just what we need."

Mayor Rebecca Alty called the 
project an "exciting addition" to 
Yellowknife's facilities and an import-
ant step towards making the city more 
accessible for everyone to enjoy.

Canadian Tire Jumpstart Charities 

President Scott Fraser said the charity 
is pleased to be introducing the play-
ground to Yellowknife.

"The playground, designed with 
world-class community organizations 
and industry leading partners, will 

remove barriers and give kids of all 
abilities in Yellowknife, access to 
sport and play."

Jumpstart's Inclusive Play Project 
has to date developed 10 playgrounds 
across Canada.

Project put in motion by $100,000 donation from Canadian Tire

New inclusive playground project 
coming to Somba K'e park

by Blair McBride  
northern news Services

City of yellowknife image 

A conceptual design shows the layout of the planned Jumpstart Playground to be built in Somba K'e Park in Yellowknife. Ground 
for the project is scheduled to be broken in 2021. 
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Families in Nunavut will have 
more to eat this month thanks to the 
donation efforts of a Yellowknife 
family.

Sudhir Jha and his daughter Isha 
organized a food packages campaign 
for 25 families in Cambridge Bay.

"Covid-19 has presented many 
challenges to people's lives," Sudhir 
said. "Those challenges focus both 
on the practical and spiritual, or 
emotional elements of the individ-
uals involved. My daughter and I 
wanted to do something very prac-
tical to reach out to as many people 
in serious need as we could. We 
chose initially to focus on the smaller 
communities because their supply 
chains have been very compromised 
because of Covid."

The packages were sent out in 
early December. Sudhir paid for the 
items and shipping costs himself. He 
arranged for Nunavut Arctic College 
students, community volunteers and 
Elders to distribute the parcels to 
families in need.

"Part of the plan included our 
Elders since they know more than 
anyone else about the individuals in 
their own communities," he said.

"I have heard from the volunteers 
delivering the items that the families 
thought the packages contained very 
welcome items," Sudhir said. "Know-
ing someone cared enough about 
them to take the time and expense 
to put the packages together gave the 
families a feeling of hope, that they 
weren't alone."

In addition to food items like 
pasta, sauces, vegetables and fruit, 
the parcels also contained hand soap, 
sanitizer and cloth masks.

The Yellowknife resident thought 
of more than just immediate needs 
as well – he also shipped five refur-
bished desktop computers to Cam-

bridge Bay for students to use.
The donations to Nunavut fam-

ilies come after a food and per-
sonal protective equipment drive that 
Sudhir organized in the spring and 
summer for 75 families in Whati, 
Gameti, Wekweeti, Bechoko, Det-
tah and Yellowknife. He shipped the 

packages to those remote commun-
ities on Air Tindi flights.

Those parcels included hundreds 
of face masks, liquid soap and hand 
sanitizer items.

For the Jha familiy's efforts, the 
Royal Bank of Canada (RBC) fea-
tured them on its Random Acts of 

Canadian website that recognizes 
actions to fight Covid and keep com-
munities strong amid the pandemic.

RBC made a contribution of $500 
to Sudhir to help him purchase sup-
plies for the donations, and another 
$500 for a charitable e-gift card, 
which he donated to the YK Seniors 

Society.
"My family considers (the pack-

ages) an act of kindness," he said. 
"Our goal is to help others during the 
Covid-19 pandemic to get through  
this together and to know they can 
count on the broader community to 
help as we are able."

The Jhas have also helped families across NWT throughout the year

YK family donates food packages, desktop 
computers to Cambridge Bay residents

by Blair McBride  
northern news Services

photos courtesy of Sudhir Jha 

Sudhir Jha, left, and his daughter Isha prepare food packages before shipping them to families in Cambridge Bay, Nunavut. 
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The extreme cold warning from 
earlier this week has been extended 
into the weekend, according to a 
weather Canada report. 

The warning was extended 
Thursday morning stating that tem-
peratures or wind chill values will 
continue around the -50 C mark "for 
the next few days."

Cloud coverings in Yellowknife, 
Behchoko and Whati apparently 
gave warmer temperatures Thurs-
day but the extreme cold is expected 
to return by Friday morning. 

Weather Canada warns that cold 
weather puts everyone at risk. They 

suggest covering exposed skin to 
avoid frostbite.

Yellowknifers have seen tem-
peratures hovering around the mid 
minus-thirties since last weekend, 
though forecasters advise it has felt 
like -50 C with the wind chill. 

The extended forecast indicates 
temperatures are set to warm up 
slightly into the -28 C, -29 C range 
from Sunday to Tuesday, rising as 
high as -19 C going into Tuesday. 

"Extreme cold warnings are 
issued when very cold temperatures 
or wind chill creates an elevated 
risk to health such as frostbite and 
hypothermia," the weather Canada 
writes. 

Stay warm Yellowknife, watch 
for chest pain, shortness of breath, 
muscle pain, numbness or change 
in colour to fingers and toes to steer 
clear of frostbite and hypothermia.

Windchill effect of -50 C expected over weekend

Extreme cold warning extended
by natalie Pressman  
northern news Services

yellowknife's extreme cold 
warning extended into the 
weekend, Environment Can-
ada says. 

Blair McBride/nnSL photo

news
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Northwestel plans to expand 
unlimited internet service to almost 
all NWT communities through fibre 
optic or low-earth orbit (LEO) satellite 
connections by 2023, said company 
president Curtis Shaw in a GNWT 
meeting on Wednesday.

Shaw told the Standing Commit-
tee on Economic Development and 
Environment that LEO connections 
will be of particular benefit to remote 
communities like Sachs Harbour, 
Ulukhaktok, Colville Lake and Lutsel 
K'e because the satellites are relatively 
close to the earth and they reduce 
delay times when using the internet.

His presentation came almost 
one month after Northwestel rolled 
out unlimited internet packages for 
residential and business customers in 
Yellowknife, Fort Smith, Hay River 
and Norman Wells.

"There's significantly more band-
width," Shaw said. "Today we're meas-
uring our network in 10-30 Mbps 
(megabits per second). We're going 
to be able to deliver hundreds, if not 
thousands of Mbps to these commun-
ities over the next several years with 
LEO, and it's also lower cost."

LEO bandwidth would be trans-
mitted to large dishes installed in 
the communities that would work in 
tandem to receive the signal and then 
distribute it to homes using wireless or 
fibre-optic connections.

The dishes be covered in domes to 

protect them from the elements, Shaw 
added.

In terms of costs, rates would be 
pegged to the level in Yellowknife so 
that other communities don't pay more.

"We plan to bring every commun-
ity up to same level of service over 
next three years," he said.

A standalone internet surcharge 
would be removed, a practice where 
users without phone lines must pay 
$20 extra for internet services.

"When this project is done that sur-
charge will go away. This will lower 
prices and increase speeds, and it 
gives customers an unlimited option," 
said Shaw.

The project is part of a proposal 
that Northwestel submitted to the Can-
adian Radio-Television and Telecom-
munications Commission (CRTC) this 
month.

Northwestel spokesperson Andrew 
Anderson said in an email that under 
the company's CRTC broadband fund 
proposal, every fibre-to-the-home or 
LEO satellite community can access 
Internet 50 for $110.95 per month (50 
Mbps download, 10 Mbps upload,  up 
to 300 GB) or Internet 50 with unlimit-
ed data for $160.95 per month.

Those prices will be fixed for five 
years and are the same as the ones 
currently in place in Yellowknife, Fort 
Smith, Hay River and Norman Wells, 
Anderson added.

The project is scheduled to proceed 
through three phrases until 2023.

In 2021, construction of networks 

would begin, with five communities 
upgraded. In 2022, four communities 
would be upgraded. In 2023, 17 com-
munities are scheduled to be upgraded, 
the LEO network would become avail-
able, fibre connections would be pro-
vided to Dettah and unlimited internet 
would be available for NWT com-
munities.

Shaw's presentation comes just over 
a week since executives of NWT inter-
net companies told a standing com-
mittee meeting that the GNWT needs 
to do more to foster competition in a 

telecommunications market that they 
said favours Northwestel.

Deh Cho MLA Ron Bonnetrouge 
asked Shaw about concerns raised in 
that meeting, such as third-party inter-
net access (TPIA), which Northwestel 
allegedly isn't required to offer to 
competitors, and about working more 
closely with NWT internet companies.

However, Shaw responded that he 
didn't want to comment publicly on 
TPIA and said that any complaints 
related to those issues would be dealt 
with through the CRTC's review pro-

cess.
Great Slave MLA Katrina Nokleby 

raised the issue of the alleged monop-
oly that Northwestel has in the North, 
and asked Shaw if there could be more 
partnerships with Northern businesses 
to provide last-mile internet connec-
tions.

"The market has been open to that 
since 2002," Shaw said. "We see com-
petition for government services (and) 
for banks but not really in the residen-

Internet rates would be pegged to Yellowknife prices

Unlimited internet service coming for almost 
all NWT communities by 2023: Northwestel

by Blair McBride  
northern news Services

GnwT images 

The provision of unlimited internet for almost all NWT communities through low-earth orbit 
networks and fibre connections is expected to be complete by 2023, according to Northwestel's 
president Curtis Shaw unveiled in a GNWT meeting on Wednesday. 

Please see Ingraham, page 20 
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Mountain Province Diamonds Inc. 
announced positive sales results to round 
out a very tough year and the good news 
was marked by the discovery of the larg-
est gem quality diamond yet at Gahcho 
Kue Mine.

The 157.4 carat recovered gem dia-
mond is "of exceptional quality," Moun-
tain Province stated in a Dec. 16 news 
release.

The enormous gem is expected to be 
offered for sale during the first quarter 
of 2021, the release states.

By comparison, the largest gem-qual-
ity diamond found at the Diavik mine 
was a 187.7-carat stone, known as Fox-
fire, in 2016. The Ekati mine produced a 
186-carat gem-quality diamond, also in 
2016. The largest stone overall in North 
America came from Diavik in 2018: a 
552-carat yellow diamond, close to the 
size of a chicken egg.

Wednesday's announcement from 
Mountain Province included positive 
news of 956,348 carats sold during the 
quarter for total proceeds of $80.2 mil-
lion, resulting in an average value of 
$83.82 per carat.

Mountain Province, 49 per cent owner 
of the Gahcho Kue mine in a joint ven-
ture with De Beers Canada, stated that 
continued price recovery took place over 
the quarter "with most sales categories 
finishing above pre-Covid-19 values.

Rough diamond sales for 2020 are 
now completed, the release states.

"The diamond industry has faced 

immense challenges during 2020 so to 
end the year with such a strong sales per-
formance is very encouraging," Stuart 
Brown, Mountain Province's president 
and CEO said. "Rough diamond prices, 
in the larger and better-qualities, have 
been exceptional, and pleasingly we 
saw further improvement in the smaller 
and lower quality diamonds, which we 
believe will continue to strengthen in 
2021. We look forward to building on 
this positive momentum in the new year 

and put what has been a difficult 2020 
behind us as the world starts the road to 
recovery from the Covid-19 pandemic."

Brown added that the finding of 
the largest diamond in the mine's his-
tory was a "boost to the morale" of the 
company. 

"It shows that the mine, although a 
high-volume producer of predominantly 
smaller diamonds, does produce dia-
monds of exceptional size and quality," 
he said.

Monster diamond measures in at 157.4 carats

Gahcho Kue yields its largest gem-
quality diamond found to date

by simon whitehouse  
northern news Services

Cnw Group/Mountain Province Diamonds inc.

mountain Province Diamonds, which announced the results of its 
fourth quarter diamond sales this week, showed off the largest gem-
quality diamond from the Gahcho Kue Mine. 
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David Mhitaryan is trying 
to make a difference for his 
home country of Armenia.

Mhitaryan, a 10-year-old 
Grade 5 student in Mari-
anne Maltby's class at Wel-
edeh Catholic School, is an 
example of a young citizen 
trying to make sense of a 
major international conflict.

Earlier this year, a conflict 
broke out between Azerbaijan 
and neighbouring Armenia 
over a disputed area called 
Nagorno-Karabakh.

The situation raised caught 
the world's attention this fall 
and Mhitaryan attended dem-
onstrations with other Yellow-
knifers of Armenian descent 
in the fall at the legislative 
assembly on Oct. 10 and at 
city hall on Oct. 15.

Maltby said that Mhitary-
an had many questions and 
concerns for his family in 
Armenia including his grand-
father and grandmother. He 
worries about the safety of his 
relatives and the landmarks 
that he cherished from a trip 
to the country a few years ago.

Every week since Septem-
ber, Mhitaryan, with the sup-
port of his classmates, gath-
ered their class' recycling to 
give to Maltby and her neigh-
bour Manushak Nazaryan, 
who is of Armenian descent.

Recently the class provid-
ed Nazaryan a $100 cheque 
that represented the recycling 
accumulated between Sep-
tember to December.

In an interview this week, 
the soft-spoken Mhitaryan 
explained his motives.

"I'm raising money to send 
to Armenia so that they can 
make it better there," he said.

"We gave a cheque to one 
of my mom's friends who is 
Armenian two weeks ago."

"I also wrote a letter to the 
Mayor to see if we could make 
stuff better for people here 
in Yellowknife but also mak-
ing things better for people in 
Armenia."

Maltby said the stress of 
the conflict has noticeably 
impacted Mhitaryan.

"It has been hard and we 
have talked about his parents 
having to stay up late to take 

phone calls from relatives in 
Armenia," she said, noting 
the time difference between 
Armenia and Canada. "You 
don't want to tell a child 
everything about the situation 
because (you) don't want to 
upset him too much. But what 
do you tell a child about war?"

As a result, Maltby has 
encouraged Mhitaryan to try 
to make a difference with the 
recycling project.

She also encouraged him 
to apply for the Mayor for a 
Day Campaign, where youth 
are encouraged to apply to the 
city about what they would do 

to make the city a better place.
Mhitaryan had asked to be 

able to raise awareness about 
the conflict and to erect the 
Armenian flag at city hall.

"I am an Armenian and 
right now there is a war going 
on," he wrote in his applica-
tion letter. "If I was mayor 
I would raise the Armenian 
flag at city hall so the people 
can learn about Armenia. I 
would like the city to support 
them and to know what is 
going on there right now."

One of his classmates – 
Leanne Karembera – was 
picked as the mayor for the 

day, but the exercise was 
one way Maltby was trying 
to encourage him during the 
situation. 

"The whole thing has shak-

en him up a bit and I've been 
trying to boost his confidence 
and get across to him that 
words do have power," Maltby 
said.

David Mhitaryan collected recycling from September to December to raise money

Weledeh student raising money for 
those affected in Armenian conflict

by simon whitehouse 
northern news Services

news
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David mhitaryan, a Grade 5 
student at Weledeh Catholic 
School, has been a young advo-
cate for local support to help his 
home country of armenia.
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Ingraham trail residents not on 
Northwestel's radar for broadband
tial market. There wasn't much compe-
tition back in 2012-2013 when we were 
rate regulated. That was the bargain 
we had in the markets we served. 
The competitive framework is evolv-
ing. We should look at the investment 
framework. We've put a lot investment 
into the ground and we're looking for 
partnerships. We're looking for ways to 
close the digital divide. It's going to be 
a balancing act."

Shaw later acknowledged that 
Northwestel has received $62.5 million 
from the CRTC's Broadband Fund, a 
$750-million pot to support internet 
access projects across Canada over a 
five-year period. The company topped 
up the Broadband Fund subsidies with 
its own private sector investment to put 
toward its internet projects.

Yellowknife North MLA Rylund 

Johnson pointed out to Shaw that 
Northwestel's map of Yukon shows 
a "rural Whitehorse" connection but 
not one for rural areas outside Yellow-
knife, such as along the Ingraham 
Trail.

"People on the Ingraham Trail are 
on Bell's cell tower coverage, but if 
you're not on Bell's coverage you don't 
have internet access.  I brought up this 
with the CRTC, too. They don't know 
that people live there," Johnson said. 
"When I look at your map I want to 
ask if you can add a rural Yellowknife 
component to your plans? More and 
more people are moving out of Yellow-
knife and they're dependent on the Bell 
tower."

Shaw admitted that the population 
coverage map isn't a "perfect depic-
tion" of the North and said that in 
three years 90 per cent of homes will 
be covered.

"I can look at the Ingraham Trail," 
he said. "I know it's not included as 
part of the Broadband Fund but if 
there's significant population there it's 
something we'll have to work with the 
federal government on and see about 
opportunities to close the digital divide 
either through next generation wireless 
or a fibre service."

On the issue of cellular phone 
service along highways, Frame Lake 
MLA Kevin O'Reilly said it can be 
a public safety concern and he asked 
Shaw what the company's plans are for 
more coverage.

Shaw explained that when explor-
ing the installation of cellular towers 
it's best to build them near power lines 
or install the antenna on top of micro-
wave towers.

"The biggest challenge with high-
way coverage is access to land and 
commercial power. If that doesn't exist 

that means we have to put in fuel tanks 
and have to fill them up twice a year 
with diesel. There are greenhouse gas 
emissions from that. And it could cost 
$100,000 a year to maintain a tower," 
he said. "Many of the federal programs 

have up-front capital to build a site but 
no financing to subsidize it. If a cell 
tower is built on the road to Fort Liard, 
there's little traffic on the road, there's 
no new revenue for anyone along the 
road, it's just a public safety cost."

Unlimited, from page 17

GnwT image

Northwestel president Curtis Shaw says they are looking into 
cell coverage along NWT highways.
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Sports & recreation

A hockey equipment drive 
held recently will offer new 
life to passionate players of 
the game in Fort Good Hope.

Lillith Brook and Amy 
Lizotte, two mothers with the 
Subway Bantam Develop-
ment Team, solicited dona-
tions of hockey equipment at 
the Yellowknife Community 
Arena on Dec. 11.

What resulted within 
three hours on a frigid Sat-
urday was two pickup truck 
loads and a small bus full of 
various pieces hockey gear 
were gathered from the city.

Brook said having the 13 
and 14-year-old local play-
ers involved in a community 
services project is an import-
ant part of the minor hockey 
experience.

"Every year there is 
always a bit of focus on 
community involvement and 
volunteerism and it's really 
encouraged by coach Darren 
Wicks," Brook said.

"These type of efforts 
have grown every year, but 
this year because we had a 

little more time on our hands 
(due to Covid-19) we asked 
Darren and some other par-
ents to help find opportunity 
to get involved in community 
work."

Through her day job, 
Brook said she has connec-
tions with people in Fort 
Good Hope and she became 
aware of hockey development 
efforts there.

All equipment collected 
was expected to be sorted 
and packed by players on 
Tuesday night at a Det'on cho 
warehouse, where it's being 
stored. It will then be taken 
by Summit Air and North-
Wright Airways, which are 
offering discounted cargo 
service.

"We ended up taking in 
more than what Fort Good 
Hope can take and so now 
we are reaching out to others 
with help of Hockey North 
to see if we can help them," 
Brook said, adding that she 
hopes to send equipment to 
Fort Providence as well.

Karen Tingmiak, recrea-
tional coordinator with the 
Hamlet of Fort Good Hope 

works closely with Jeanette 
Tobac, on the land program 
manager.

She was in the process 
of picking up the equipment 
at the Fort Good Airport on 
Thursday morning.

"We are doing it as a sur-
prise for the hockey players 

and when they see all of 
it they will be so amazed," 
Tingmiak said. "For us we 
feel so thankful and we feel 
that Yellowknife hockey 
players are being so gener-
ous. We are really excited to 
get new hockey youth gear 
because the gear the youth 

have is well used now."
Tingmiak said that the 

equipment will complement 
plans to reopen the commun-
ity's arena which has been 
shut down over the last two 
seasons due to renovations.

Since that time the players 
have been playing on a little 

outdoor rink on a small pond.
"We have got about 15 

to 20 kids (aged eight to 16) 
who play hockey regularly 
every year and they will be so 
happy and it will be almost 
like a Christmas miracle 
when we will let them know," 
she said.

Equipment gathered more 
than needed, excess going 

to Hockey North

Two truckloads of Hockey equipment 
in drive for Fort Good Hope players

malachi morin, Joseph Curran, matthew mcKay and Wesley Lizotte take part in the hockey equipment 
drive at the Yellowknife Community arena parking lot on Dec. 12.

by simon whitehouse  
northern news Services

photos courtesy of Lillith Brook

Bags of equipment were stacked at a Det'on Cho 
Corporation warehouse earlier this week.
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