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Faster, unlimited internet 
coming to NWT by 2023

"If someone can't go camping in the Northwest Territories and have a weekend of peace and 
enjoyment, it's not a jurisdiction I want to live in."

– Judge Garth Malakoe sternly condemns man who threw bacon at neighbouring camper, page 11.

Fort Smith 
groomer 
clips
Covid woes

Fort 
Simpson 
donates 
$26K to 
NWT SPCA

12 Days of Christmas 
in Tsiigehtchic

Cost to customers will be the same as Yellowknife, says Northwestel president
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Vaccination
in NWT only 
weeks away

Gwichya 
Gwich'in 
president 
'forced out'

photo courtesy of Lawrence Norbert

Paisley Mitchell, Heidi Blake, Brooklyn Niditchie, Payton Inglangasuk and Mae 
Steiner form a line during the skate while Jolene and Mia Blake practice. It was 
a fun night for the kids and a great teaching opportunity for the parents in Tsiige-
htchic as a part of their 12 Days of Christmas celebrations. For more photos see 
page 19 and nnsl.com.
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Did we get it wrong?
News/North is committed to getting facts and 

names right. With that goes a commitment to 
acknowledge mistakes and run corrections. If you 
spot an error in News/North, call (867) 873-4031 
and ask to speak to an editor, or email editorial@
nnsl.com. We'll get a correction or clarification in as 
soon as we can.

News
Briefs

Positive Covid-19 case identified 
in Fort Smith, no risk of public 

exposure: CPHO
Thebacha/Fort Smith

A Fort Smith resident has been diagnosed 
with Covid-19, chief public health officer 
(CPHO) Dr. Kami Kandola said in a news 
release Dec. 17. 

The individual returned from travel outside 
the territory and is now self-isolating at home, 
she said. 

Public health's investigation identified only 
one contact who is also self-isolating. There is 
no identified risk of public exposure, Kandola 
said. 

The diagnosis was made through the recently 
deployed ID NOW rapid testing device. The 
device provided a preliminary diagnosis in 15 
minutes, which was confirmed by the Stanton 
Territorial Hospital lab. 

Kandola reminds residents to call local 
health units to arrange a Covid-19 test as soon 
as symptoms develop. 

"Getting tested early is a good way to control 
the risk of potential infection, and limit spread to 
family, friends and other community members," 
she said. "By doing so, you can be provided with 
the appropriate care and advice quickly."

The individual and the contact have both 
been provided with isolation advice and mon-
itoring will continue.

– Natalie Pressman

Brenda Gauthier appointed new 
languages commissioner

NWT
Brenda Gauthier has been appointed as the 

NWT's new languages commissioner, the terri-
torial government announced in a news release 
on Dec. 14.

Legislative assembly Speaker Frederick 
Blake Jr. appointed Gauthier on Dec. 11, with 
the recommendation of the Board of Manage-
ment.

Gauthier will take office on Jan. 11, taking 
over the role after the term of former commis-
sioner Shannon Gullberg ended in October.

The new commissioner will relocate the 
Office of the Official Languages Commissioner 
from Yellowknife to her home community of 
Fort Smith.

The commissioner is legislated by the Offi-
cial Languages Act, a role that includes ensuring 
recognition of the rights, status and privileges of 
each of the NWT's 11 official languages and to 
investigate claims of non-compliance of those 
rights and privileges.

Requests and complaints may continue to be 
sent by email to admin@olc-nt.ca and will be 
passed on to Gauthier when she takes office in 
January.

– Blair McBride

Santa Claus gets 
essential worker status

NWT
Santa Claus has been declared a seasonal 

essential worker and granted a four-hour self-
isolation exemption by chief public health offi-
cer Dr. Kami Kandola, the GNWT said in a 
news release Dec. 18.

Santa can do his rounds during the 14-day 
self-isolation period, but he must wear a face 
mask while delivering presents and mon-
itor  Rudolph and the elves for coronavirus 
symptoms.

"I am delighted that Dr. Kandola has person-
ally reached out to Santa Claus this unpreced-
ented holiday season to discuss evidence-based 
protocols to keep Mr. Claus, his team and all 
NWT families safe during Christmas Eve deliv-
eries," said Premier Caroline Cochrane.

– Blair McBride

news

Chief public health officer Dr. 
Kami Kandola says that initial 
rollout for the Moderna vac-
cine is expected to begin mid-
January.

NNSL file photo 

The NWT's chief public health officer 
(CPHO) is counting on the initial roll out of 
the Moderna vaccine across the territory to 
begin in close to a month, but a significant 
amount of logistical legwork needs to take 
place in the meantime.

The first doses of the vaccine will be 
administered to the territory's priority popu-
lation – those at highest risk of contracting 
or spreading the virus. That would comprise 
Elders age 60 and over, people with chronic 
conditions or lung and heart diseases, essen-
tial workers such as those in health care and 
Indigenous residents of remote communities 
that rely on fly-in service, Dr. Kami Kan-
dola said during her weekly update on the 
Covid-19 pandemic on Dec. 16.

A second vaccine shipment, which may 
include doses for the general population, is 
expected to be available in early February. 
It is uncertain if a third shipment will be 
required, Kandola said.

"We will hope that with the second ship-
ment we can wrap up the priority groups 
and start working with the general popula-
tion, but I don't have any information to 
confirm that," she said.

The NWT has, so far, secured 51,600 
doses of the vaccine, which works out to 75 
per cent of the territory's adult population 
18 years and older as two doses are required 
per individual.

Approval still required
There remains much groundwork to be 

done leading up to the first roll out, starting 
with the federal government's go-ahead for 
the vaccine ordered.

"The most important information we're 
waiting on is actually Health Canada's 

approval of the Moderna vaccine," Kandola 
said, adding that the Moderna product is 
advanced in the regulatory review process. 
"Even if we receive the shipment, there 
are still hiring logistics, communications 
(requirements to) make sure that NWT 
residents have the information they need to 
provide informed consent before we distrib-
ute the vaccine. So we're anticipating that 
probably around mid-January, hopefully, 
the shipments arrive that we can start roll-
ing out the vaccines to priority populations."

The two large freezers that will store 
the vaccine – one at Stanton Territorial 
Hospital and one at the Inuvik Regional 
Hospital – arrived in the NWT this week, 
said Kandola.

"We can receive the initial shipments but 
we still have to go through training and hir-

ing to deliver the vaccine," she said.
With the freezers in place, Kandola said 

the territorial government is planning the 
logistics of how to reach small and remote 
communities.

This means that with the vaccine having 
to be kept at -20 C at all times, smaller port-
able freezers will be placed in charter planes 
with the mobile teams delivering the vac-
cine to communities, according to Kandola.

"This is all being worked out as we speak 
and this is part of the logistics preparation 
before people roll out and deliver the vac-
cines," she said.

Based on the First Ministers' meeting 
on Dec. 10, the NWT, Nunavut and Yukon 
were identified as a priority for vaccina-
tion in Canada because of remoteness and 
limited health-care service, Kandola added.

CPHO waiting for Health Canada approval on Moderna

Initial vaccine rollout 
only weeks away now

Pixabay illustration 

The novel coronavirus – which causes Covid-19 – has arrived in Hay River. 
The GNWT announced on Dec. 12 that the first case of the disease has 
been identified in the community.

Active cases: 8
Confirmed cases: 23
Recovered cases: 15
Completed tests: 9,215
Negative tests: 9,192
Pending tests: 32

Days since first confirmed case: 273
Days since last confirmed case: 1
Common symptoms: Fever, (60 per cent), muscle 
aches or pain (53 per cent), cough (53 per cent), 
sore throat (33 per cent), diharrhea (13 per cent), 
difficulty breathing (seven per cent)

fact fIlE
NwT COVID-19 SITuATION AS Of DEC. 18

Source: Office of the Chief Public Health Officer

Scan for the
latest GNWT

Covid-19 statistics

by Simon whitehosue 
Northern News Services

NwT
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With the risk of Covid-19 infec-
tions rising higher than ever dur-
ing the holiday season, the GNWT 
released a list of health guidelines 
based on public health orders for 
celebrating the holiday season 
while protecting residents in a news 
release on Dec. 15.

The territorial government advis-
es that if anyone in a household has 
travelled outside the NWT in the 
last 14 days that everyone in the 
household must self-isolate to best 
avoid Covid-19 outbreaks.

People should self-monitor for 
coronavirus symptoms and cancel 
get-togethers if they feel unwell or 
display minor symptoms.

Do not host other people if you're 
self-isolating. Guests who are self-
isolating should try to connect vir-
tually instead. Consider connecting 
through video calls or video-sharing 
to keep physical circles small, while 
staying connected with friends and 
family virtually.

If hosting a holiday dinner, 
remember the NWT's indoor gath-
ering limits of five people in addi-
tion to household members, up to a 
maximum of 10 people, indoors at 
any time.

At meals, guests should be phys-
ically distanced and shouldn't share 

glasses or cutlery.
Avoid physical greetings such as 

kissing and clinking glasses. Elbow 

taps and virtual hugs are acceptable.
In indoor public spaces like com-

munity or banquet halls, up to 25 

people are permitted to gather with 
physical distancing, hand-washing 
and enhanced cleaning measures 

in effect.
In outdoor spaces, up to 50 

people can meet with  physical dis-
tancing by household and hand-
washing.

Consider always wearing a mask 
whenever you are in any public 
space.

Avoid Christmas caroling and 
other door-to-door activities.

Religious services should not 
exceed the maximum allowable 
number of people. Virtual options 
should be considered.

If you plan to visit a family mem-
ber in continuing care or hospital, 
carefully follow all visitor policies. 
The Northwest Territories Health 
and Social Services Authority pro-
vides guidelines for these facilities. 
Non-medical masks are mandatory.

"We know the holiday season 
will look different this year in our 
territory and around the world," said 
Health Minister Julie Green.

"The realities of the Covid-19 
pandemic mean we cannot travel 
and gather as family, friends and 
community in our usual manner. 
With creativity and good humour, 
however, we can all find Covid-safe 
ways to meaningfully celebrate this 
beautiful season."

Full guidelines are available on 
the GNWT's Covid-19 response 
website, including a print-ready 
document.

by Blair McBride 
Northern News Services

NwT

'We know the holiday season will look different this year,' Minister Green

GNWT releases Covid-19 health 
guidelines for holiday celebrations

Blair McBride/NNSL photo 

NWT residents cannot celebrate the holiday season as usual this year but can still find Covid-
safe ways to meaningfully enjoy the holidays, said Health Minister Julie Green, on Dec. 15. 

news
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The pandemic tried to take a bite 
out of Northern Hound Supply, but 
the year-old Fort Smith business is 
relatively unscathed amid the dog 
days of Covid.

Anna Gervais launched Northern 
Hound Supply on Nov. 28, 2019, 
primarily as a grooming service. She 
added a store for pet food and other 
items. Her partner Robin Wachter 
helped her start the company.

"It was 
a l r e a d y 
s c a r y 
e n o u g h 
opening the 
store not 
knowing it 
would work 
out and 
then adding 
Covid made it harder, but we made it 
through," she said.

The business experienced a little 
over four months of pre-pandemic 
operations before Gervais partially 
closed it in April when the Covid 
lockdown took effect.

Even though health authorities 
classified Northern Hound as an 
essential service, Gervais decided to 
close the shop anyway and shifted to 
deliveries of retail items.

She kept busy with deliveries in 
April, and the demand for grooming 
was consistently high, being the only 
such service in Fort Smith.

She reopened the store in May to 
an accelerated routine of cleaning 
and "constantly wiping everything 
down."

"We're still doing that, of course. 
It was a change of pace and not what 
I expected in my first year," Gervais 
admitted.

The grooming side 
expanded and became 
"crazy busy" in the 
summer. Growth dur-
ing the pandemic made 
sense considering that 
dog owners can drop off 
their pets at the shop 
while making minimal 
contact with Gervais.

"We try to use our own leashes so 
we aren't touching things from other 
peoples' households," she explained.

Gervais has noticed an unintend-
ed but beneficial effect of the pan-
demic as well: people are doing a 
better job of maintaining their dogs 
while they spend more time at home.

"Dogs are cleaner when they 
come in for grooming. And people 
are walking their dogs more too. 
It makes my job easier if they're 

cleaner," she said.
Business carried on as usual in 

November, even when five Covid 
cases were confirmed in the South 
Slave town that month.

Despite Gervais' success thus far, 
she said the hardest thing about 
the last 10 months has been higher 
expenses for shipping pet supplies.

She had planned to travel south 
each month to buy inventory her-
self, but travel restrictions and the 
two-week quarantine rule made that 
impractical. Paying to have products 
shipped to Fort Smith from her sup-
pliers in Surrey, B.C., and Calgary 
has added up.

The pandemic has also forced 
her to delay plans to open a boarding 
kennel for when people go on vaca-
tions. Due to Covid, people haven't 
been travelling.

Still, Gervais hopes to open the 
kennel in January and she indicated 
few anxieties about the winter ahead.

"My customers have been abso-
lutely amazing in supporting me. 
They still come here for all their 
little things like dishes and leashes 
and collars," she said. "I couldn't 
be more thankful. I love what I do 
and I'm very happy to be here for a 
full year even though it's been with 
Covid."

Northern Hound Supply owner says customers have been very supportive

Sole Fort Smith groomer 
beats the pandemic odds

photo courtesy of Anna Gervais

Anna Gervais, owner of Northern Hound Supply, holds Cupcake 
after she gave the Pomeranian a grooming. 

news

Fixing leaking roofs, upgrading 
plumbing and installing functional 
furnaces are among the repairs and 
enhancements Nahanni Butte is tack-
ling with new funding from the North-
west Territories Housing Corporation. 

A 2019 report from the NWT Bur-
eau of Statistics identifies Nahanni 
Butte, a community with fewer than 
100 people, as having problems with at 
least half of its houses. 

Steve Vital, Nahanni Butte's newly-

elected chief, said for some houses 
repairs have already begun.

 Earlier this month, the Housing 
Corp. announced $50,000 for the com-
munity to conduct "emergency repairs." 
Vital, who has identified improving 
infrastructure as one of his leadership 
priorities, said he hopes the money is 
enough to go around. 

The funding comes through the 
NWTHC's Community Housing Sup-
port program – an initiative developed 
to support Indigenous and community 
governments in acting on community-
driven housing projects.

The Housing Corp has also granted 
$264,000 in funding from the same 
program for the Behdzi Ahda First 
Nation in Colville Lake to build four 
log homes. Chief Wilbert Kochon said 
the funding is "a long time coming."

The same GNWT report identified 
Colville Lake as having the highest 
proportion of housing issues in the ter-
ritory, with 90 per cent of their homes 
having problems of some kind. 

The Housing Corp. funds will help 
with the purchase of housing materials. 
Community members are set to begin 
construction as soon as the temper-

atures are warm enough in the spring. 
Once the building begins, Kochon said 
it shouldn't be long before the families 
can move into their new homes.

He said the demand for more hous-
ing is high and he's pleased the log 
home project will provide jobs and 
training opportunities. 

There are some "expert log build-
ers" in the community already, Kochon 
said, adding "it will be nice to see lots 
of boys out there so they can build 
their skills and learn to build their own 
homes too."

He said the funds will not be suf-

ficient to cover all of the materials and 
labour required for the project but "it's 
a good start."

In a news release announcing the 
housing projects, Paulie Chinna, the 
minister responsible for the Housing 
Corp., called the affordable community 
housing projects "much needed."

"Together, working in partner-
ships, we are able to address housing 
needs for our residents. I am pleased 
to have worked with the communities 
of Nahanni Butte and Colville Lake to 
develop much needed affordable hous-
ing," Chinna said.

by Natalie Pressman 
Northern News Services

Nahanni Butte, Colville lake

Nahanni Butte received $50,000 for repairs and Colville Lake is building four log homes

Housing Corp funding put to use

with Blair McBride

Back
to business

Northern News Services



6  NEWS/NORTH NWT, Monday, December 21, 2020



NEWS/NORTH NWT, Monday, December 21, 2020  7news

Alternatives North, a 
social justice group based in 
the NWT, outlined "the real-
ity of poverty in the NWT" 
in a new 2020 Poverty Report 
Card released Dec. 9. 

The 35 page document 
identifies – based on Statistics 
Canada and NWT Bureau of 
Statistics data – overcrowded 
housing, food insecurity and 
employment rates as key prob-
lematic areas in the territory.

It describes  the ways 
that poverty contributes to 
"inordinately high rates of 
crime, violence, substance 
abuse and poor physical and 
mental health," and makes 
eight recommendations for 
improvements. Among them 
are increased community 
programming, new data col-
lection measures and an all 
hands on deck approach from 
the various levels of govern-
ments in the territory. 

"Long-term solutions are 
needed to break the con-
straints within the NWT econ-
omy that drive people into and 
trap them in poverty. A basic 
guaranteed income, a living 
wage and economic restruc-
turing are steps that can upend 
deep-rooted inequities in the 
NWT," the report states.

Alternatives North mem-
ber Suzette Montreuil said 
one ambition of the report 
card is to track the GNWT's 
poverty reduction strategy. 

"It's important that we 
keep doing this to see if there's 
change," she said

The Territorial Anti-
Poverty Action Plan from the 

Department of Health and 
Social Services (HSS) was 
released in 2015. The updated 
version, released in August 
2019, acknowledges "actions 
must better serve the needs 
of those living in poverty," 
by improving access to needs 
like food and shelter, while 
working "to address the root 
causes of poverty."

The plan outlines that 
investing in education and 
social development as well as 
improving supports for chil-
dren and families is how this 
could be done.

In 2014, 21.7 per cent of 
NWT households "often or 
sometimes" worried about 
running out of food before 
having money to buy more. In 
2018 that number grew to 23.1 
per cent of households. 

"Any of the indicators that 
have gotten worse, that's what 
we fear," Montreuil said.

The 2020 poverty report 
card is the first Alternatives 
North has published. They 
plan to continue the yearly 
reports to track progress. 

To create the report, 
Alternatives North partnered 
with Campaign 2000 – a Can-
adian advocacy initiative that 
brings non-profits together to 
"hold governments to account 
for ending poverty." 

Leila Sarangi is Campaign 
2000's national co-ordinator. 
She said one of the challen-
ges with the poverty reduction 
strategy in the NWT is that 
there is no data to measure 
how the cost of staying above 
the poverty line in the terri-
tory compares to the national 
standard.

The Government of Can-

ada dictates the country's 
poverty line through the Mar-
ket Basket Measure (MBM). 

The MBM calculates the 
costs of a "basket" of goods 
and services required to meet 
"a modest standard of living" 
such as transportation, hous-
ing, food, clothing, etc.

Statistics Canada, however, 
does not currently produce an 
MBM for any of Canada's 
territories. That means the 
official poverty line measure-
ment does not account for the 
price differences of essential 
goods and services in North-
ern jurisdictions.

"There's no national under-
standing," Sarangi said.

"It's a human rights obli-
gation to make sure people 
are provided with an adequate 
income and then how do we 

measure that." 
"There are huge amounts 

of poverty and no measure-
ment that is relative to what's 
happening to the rest of the 
country in terms of the distri-
bution of income."

Though there is no NWT 
MBM, the Alternatives North 
report card indicates that one 
in five NWT households has 
difficulty making ends meet 
to afford  necessary expenses. 

Alternatives North is call-
ing on all levels of govern-
ment to "move the needle for-
ward."

"We have to all own this, 
we all have a role to play," 
Montreuil said.

"We need to be aware of 
each other and we need to be 
connected and find a way to 
take care of each other." 

by Natalie Pressman 
Northern News Services

NwT

Report needed to track GNWT's poverty reduction strategy

New report calls for improved data 
to measure NWT poverty reduction

Alternatives North 
recently published a 
2020 Poverty Report 
Card outlining the 
reality of poverty in 
the NWT. In 2018, 
23.1 per cent of NWT 
households "often or 
sometimes" worried 
about running out of 
food.

NNSL file photo
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CommeNTs aNd vIews from News/North aNd leTTers To The edITor

Editorial & opinions

Covid-19 has 
proven the 
internet is an 
essential ser-
vice in modern 
life, so it's time 
we started 
treating it like 
one.
NNSL file photo

GNWT should complete job 
of buying fibre optic line

Treating our internet connectivity as a public service may be  
the only way to ensure affordable and wide-spread connection

Northwestel (NwTel) is under 
heat in the North as small and 
independent internet companies 
tell of an increasingly difficult time 
surviving what they see as unfair 
competition.

The owners of New North Net-
works in Inuvik, Yellowknife-based 
companies KatloTech Communi-
cations and ssi Canada, recently 
laid out their complaints before a 
standing Committee on economic 
development and environment with 
some mlas.

Their remedy is to break up 
NwTel's "monopoly", which is 
owned by BCe or formerly Bell Can-
ada. Key to that is getting access 
NwTel's fiber optic line connecting 
the NwT to the south, so they can 
resell broadband to their customers 
at competitive prices.

This, according to Jeff Philipp, 
president of ssi Canada, is done 
with every other internet company 
in Canada and the Canadian radio-
television and Telecommunications 
Commission (CrTC) needs to act 
now to ensure customers are get-
ting fair prices in a healthy and 
competitive market.

making the CrTC move quickly 
is unlikely, considering its crippling 
regulations and bureaucracy, but  
not impossible.

spurred on by Covid-19, the CrTC 
has recently made quicker decisions 
to open the North up to unlimited 
internet packages, ending onerous 
overage fees. (NwTel's unlimited 
internet package deal has been 

challenged by ssi Canada for being 
a large and unfair leg up and is 
before the CrTC.) 

NwTel also recently stated they 
are working to get unlimited inter-
net packages to all NwT commun-
ities by 2023 with low-earth orbit 
satellites at costs pegged at Yellow-
knife prices.

It is perfectly understandable that 
Northwestel does not want to give 
up a share of profits to the com-
petition but the larger issue is how 
internet is treated in the North and 
this country.

Covid-19 has proven the internet 
is an essential service in modern 
life. we need it for work, school, 
increasingly for government servi-
ces, to connect with family, to get 
news about your community and 
more. Yet it is still treated as a lux-
ury good despite access to internet 
being deemed a human right sever-
al years ago by the United Nations.

People in southern cities are 
paying less for better internet con-
nectivity than in the North due to 
the amount of competition available 
and the much larger population.

a more troubling example of the 
internet as luxury attitude is the fact 
that the GNwT-owned mackenzie 
valley fibre line (mvfl) blows by 

small Indigenous communities in 
the deh Cho, sahtu and Gwichin 
on it way to Inuvik. why? Because 
these communities have no econ-
omy and, contrary to the imagina-
tions of the ivory tower planners in 
Yellowknife, a business case can't 
be made for providing high quality 
internet there. Instead NwTel hooks 
community homes to the internet 
through antiquated phone lines 
with a quality of service poorer than 
what was initially promised.

There are also all of the NwT 
communities who are not in close 
proximity to the mvfl and must rely 
on satellite internet.

overcoming that impasse can 
only be done by making internet 
a public utility. It is done with our 
roads, so why not our internet?

The GNwT paid construction 
company ledcor and Northwestel 
$82 million to put in and manage 
the 1,154 kilometres of half-inch 
diameter fibre line from Inuvik to 
outside fort simpson where it con-
nects to Northwestel's fiber optic 
line to the south. The GNwT should 
buy that southern connection from 
Northwestel for a fair price and 
have it managed just like they do 
the Northern part of the line. The 
GNwT should also purchase satel-
lite broadband space and wholesale 
it to local providers at reasonable 
prices.

The internet was once called the 
"Information highway" for a reason. 
It's just as important as roads in the 
North and owned by the people who 
rely upon it.
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Why do you volunteer with Secret 
Santa in Hay River?

kristen Slade 
"Because it's a nice way to do some-
thing helpful for the community."

Rhonda Plamondon 
"It's just the spirit of giving and shar-
ing in the community."

Phyllis Gibbons 
"It's such a wonderful thing to be a 
part of, especially this year to have 
a child have that Christmas gift that 
they can open."

wE asked you!
with Paul Bickford

nwtnewsnorth@nnsl.com

kelly webster 
"I think it's important for everybody 
to have something under the Christ-
mas tree. And wrapping is a way that 
I can contribute to make sure that 
happens."

As most people are preparing for the holi-
days, I am preparing for the dreaded patent 
law exam that I have to write just a few days 
before Christmas. 

I don't think I will do well on my patent 
law exam quite frankly because it is dry and 
boring. I signed up for patent law because I 
wanted to learn more about cultural appro-
priation. However, I have been learning about 
the precise measurements of helicopter land-
ing pads and the different types 
of clothes hangers that have been 
invented through the ages and 
how to tell them apart. I wish I 
dropped the class once I realized 
what a snore it was but now it's too 
late and I am scrambling to try to 
understand blueprints. 

In terms of patents created by 
Indigenous peoples I am often left 
wondering how so many people got 
away with the taking of Indigenous 
inventions and claiming them as 
their own, now swimming in the 
riches of their old money. Patent 
law has always been a disguised 
tool used for the outright stealing 
of centuries old Indigenous cre-
ations, items that have been tailored 
by the materials in the immediate 
environment by each individual 
Nations' needs across Turtle Island 
and the excuse is that because these inventions 
were not written on paper, they were free for 
the taking. This includes items such as the 
snowshoe, the moccasin, the canoe and kayak, 
the bow and arrow, and the drum to name a 
few.   

Indigenous peoples shared what they had 
and didn't claim ownership of their own cre-
ations because of their inherent sharing and 
trading laws. But when settlers arrived they 
drew these creations on paper and claimed 
them with a set a deadline for anyone to con-

test, after that deadline they had full rights of 
ownership. This law was created to the set-
tlers' advantage to steal Indigenous people's 
ideas and run with them, to get rich off the 
sales. The Dene peoples before contact had no 
need for money and laughed at it thinking of 
it as a useless button and nothing more. I wish 
there was some sort of mechanism to go back 
in time and say that patent rights existed long 
before patent law in the form of the passing 
down of items through generations and across 

Nations. It should be enough of 
an argument to reclaim our stolen 
inventions but it is not that simple. 
Which is why I chose to do patent 
law, yet I am forced to first gain 
a solid understanding of – yawn – 
the common law. 

In terms of sharing, the act 
of giving was powerful indeed 
because most of what the Dene 
created had a significant purpose, 
often times a survival mechan-
ism was attached to Indigenous 
inventions. Other times it was a 
sacred item that was gifted on 
special occasions or celebration. 
Gifts were not given on a set day 
around a decorated tree as we 
see in Christianity. Gifts were 
given when needed, they were 
passed down and taught in order to 
maintain the creation and evolve 

it overtime. Gifts were given in the form of 
tradition and ceremony. They were not wants, 
they were needs. 

In all our hustle and bustle to try and find 
the perfect present this year for our loved 
ones, try to see if you can figure out who 
invented that item that you are buying and 
acknowledge it. And when opening our gifts 
let's ask ourselves if we are receiving in a 
way that values the act of giving, sharing and 
reciprocating without a sense of ownership but 
with a sense of purpose. 

Trials and tribulations 
of patent law in school

NORThERN
Wildflower
Catherine lafferty is a 
published author and 
an Indigenous Law 
Student who grew up in 
yellowknife.

Northern News Services

Paul Bickford/NNSL photo

saNta at the caMpGrouNd
A large inflatable Santa Claus was one of the decorations at the first Camp-
ground Christmas from Dec. 4 to 6 at Hay River Territorial Park. The lights and 
decorations at campsites attracted a large number of community residents, 
who could drive through the campground to enjoy the festive scenes. The 
initiative was the idea of an informal group called the Campground Christmas 
Crew, in partnership with the Department of Industry, Tourism and Investment.
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The village of Fort Simpson has 
donated more than $26,000 to the 
NWT SPCA and is challenging other 
NWT communities to join them in 
contributing to the non-profit. 

Coun. Troy Bellefontaine is 
spearheading the campaign to help 
the animal welfare organization dur-
ing a tough year. 

In 2019, Bellefontaine said the 
NWT SPCA spent $639,000 to shel-
ter, feed and provide medical atten-
tion to NWT animals. What's more, 
he said, is that the SPCA often flies 
animals in from the communities to 
Yellowknife to care for them. 

Much of the money to cover those 
costs come from SPCA fundraisers, 
such as the annual gala. However, 
that event had to be cancelled due to 
Covid-19 public health restrictions. 

"I just wanted to find a way to 
help them out," Bellefontaine said. 

Through the NWT Association 
of Communities, Bellefontaine sent 
letters to the 32 other communities in 
the territory to issue "a friendly chal-
lenge" to support the SPCA. 

Of the 700 dogs at the shelter 
last year, Bellefontaine said only 52 

were from Yellowknife. While he 
acknowledged Yellowknifers "might 
have deeper pockets ... I feel we 
should be putting a little more," he 
said, referring to the surrounding 
communities. 

Just as the SPCA has had a dif-
ficult year, Bellefontaine said he 
understands 2020 has been chal-
lenging for many families and indi-
viduals. 

"I don't want to shame anyone or 
make them feel bad if they can't con-
tribute anything this time of year," 
he said. 

For communities that are able 
to join Fort Simpson, Bellefontaine 
points to community bingos and lem-
onade stands as some of the ways the 
village has been able to raise money. 
A portion of the $26,000 was also 
donated by the village council, local 
businesses and community members 
pitching in. 

Bellefontaine said the idea struck 
him when he noticed a comment on 
the NWT SPCA's Facebook page 
suggesting the impact it would have 
if each of the 21,000 Facebook users 
who "follow" the page donated just 
$5. 

"From that I thought local com-
munities might have more money 

than individuals, so maybe we could 
look into that," he said.

Bellefontaine explained that 
his stepmother, a nurse, was very 
involved with animals in the com-
munity. When she moved away, he 

said people started coming to him 
with their pet questions instead. 

"I'm not a nurse but I became the 
person that connected people with 
vet services and the SPCA. I've got-
ten to know them there and see the 

work they do. I guess I just see the 
need," he said. 

As the community letters were 
sent out only days ago, Bellefontaine 
said it's too soon to say whether other 
com munities have acted in kind.

by Natalie Pressman
Northern News Services

liidlii kue/fort Simpson

The hamlet's council challenges all other NWT towns to follow suite

Fort Simpson donates 
$26,000 to NWT SPCA

photo courtesy of Troy Bellefontaine

Fort Simpson has donated more than $26,000 and Coun. Troy Bellefontaine, with his pictured 
pooch, is inviting the other NWT communities to get on board.
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Bacon and bears were weapon-
ized on a Fort Simpson campground 
over the summer. 

The offender appeared in a 
Yellowknife courtroom Dec. 16 for 
sentencing on charges of assault and 
uttering threats. 

A husband and his wife were 
camping at Fort Simpson Territorial 
Park on Aug. 23 when the husband 
approached a man at a neighbouring 
campsite around 9 p.m. to ask him to 
turn down his loud music. 

Crown prosecutor Jeffrey Major-
Hansford told the court that the man 
became "irate" at the suggestion.

Major-Hansford told the court that 
the offender begun swearing and yell-
ing that he would get the complainant 
kicked out of the campground. He 
then threatened to put bacon on his 
neighbour's tent to attract bears that 
he said would "maul" the camper and 
his family. 

The offender pushed the neigh-
bour, who responded by giving him 
the finger and walking back to his 
own campsite. 

At about 6 a.m. the next morning, 
the offender followed through with 
his threats and threw bacon towards 
his neighbour's tent. He yelled at the 
man to "come and fight (him)."

He threatened to beat the man 
while his wife watched and said he'd 
break the man's glasses and nose 
and "send (him) to Yellowknife in a 
medevac." 

The husband and wife submit-
ted a victim impact statement to the 
court. While the document was not 
read aloud, Major-Hansford noted the 
incident "obviously had a significant 
impact on the victims," and "created 
a real sense of fear."

Territorial court judge Donovan 

Molloy accepted the Crown and 
defence lawyers' joint recommenda-
tion to release the man on probation 
without jail, though Molloy said it 
was with "very significant reserva-
tions."

"You lost your mind and threat-
ened those people in a way that 
is vulgar and reprehensible," Mol-
loy said to the offender. "They were 
simply asking you to be quiet and 
considerate."

Molloy called the sentence "very 
lenient" and said if not for the joint 
submission he "wouldn't hesitate" to 
sentence the man to up to 30 days 
in jail. 

The court heard that the man is 
actively involved in his community, 
but has historically had issues with 
alcohol.

Defence lawyer Paul Falvo 
advised that the man has been in 
counselling for two weeks and is 
scheduled to start a 42-day program 
at Poundmaker's Lodge in Edmonton. 

"The event forced him to have a 
reckoning with himself," Falvo said.

Molloy sentenced him to 12 
months of probation where he will 
take counselling as directed by a 
probation officer – that includes pro-
gramming for substance abuse and 
anger management, Molloy added.

The offender was directed to 
abstain from alcohol while on proba-
tion and complete 120 hours of com-
munity service at a rate of 10 hours 
a month.

"You had better treat this as a wake 
up call," Molloy warned. "There's no 
excuse for acting in that kind of 
way. If someone can't go camping in 
the Northwest Territories and have a 
weekend of peace and enjoyment, it's 
not a jurisdiction I want to live in."

The offender told the court that 
he's "ashamed" and "embarrassed 
about the whole thing."

He prepared a written letter of 
apology to the victims to express 

"how bad he feels."
Molloy said he would allow the 

letter to be sent through a probation 
officer in spite of the no-contact order 
he directed between the offender and 
the victims. 

The victims "are still, understand-
ably, quite shaken by what happened," 
Molloy said. "If you can't stop drink-
ing then you need to stay away from 
people entirely." 

"It is only by the grace of god 
that you're going through that door, 
(pointing to the courtroom door for 
public use) rather than that door 
(pointing towards the door for those 
held in custody)."

Offender lost control after being told to turn his music down

Man throws bacon in threat to lure 
bears as revenge against camper

NNSL file photo

In a territorial court sentencing hearing Wednesday, the court heard that bacon was used as a threat to attract bears at a Fort 
Simpson campsite over the summer.

by Natalie Pressman 
Northern News Services

liidlii kue/fort Simpson
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The Gwichya Gwich'in council's sitting 
president is distributing a petition around 
Tsiigehtchic calling for a special meeting to 
address a number of concerns of hers that 
have arisen over the summer.

Calling for a review of the council's leader-
ship accountability Gwichya Gwich'in Presi-
dent Julie-Ann Andre says she was suspended 
by council in July after being on sick leave for 
two months.

However, she says the organization is 
suffering from a lack of accountability and is 
contravening its own bylaws.

"They asked to meet with me in Septem-
ber and at that time the somehow had seven 
directors and not five," she told News/North. 
"Having more than five directors is breaking 
the bylaw."

Noting she was on sick leave when the 
council voted to suspend her, Andre added 
the DGO had been without an executive 
director for over a year. She said an interim 

executive director had sat in from March to 
July and a suitable candidate was found, but 
the new director only stayed on the job for a 
week.

"They claimed that I abandoned my job 
when in fact I was on medical leave," she 
said. "There's no executive director and a part 
time weekend finance officer. The office has 
no full staff except for the secretary and act-
ing president and no response to the call for 
special assembly by the people."

Andre added she had put in the call for a 
special assembly in June and then again in 
September but started the petition only after 
not receiving a response from the DGO.

"I met with the council on Sept. 7 and I 
requested one," she said. "They suggested 
Sept. 21. Didn't happen.

"On Nov. 18 I wrote a letter to them 
requesting a special assembly about leader-
ship accountability and there's no response, 
so I need to get answers."

Andre added she's already delivered the 
petition to the office and five of the seven dir-
ectors, but had not received a response by the 

suggested Dec. 3 date in the petition. She said 
if nothing changes, she would continue to col-
lect signatures calling for the special meeting.

News/North reached out to the Gwichya 

council for a response, but a spokesperson 
declined to comment.

The next election for the Gwichya Gwich'in 
Council is in 2023.

'They claimed that I abandoned my job when in fact I was on medical leave'

Gwichya Gwich'in president 
says she was forced out

Eric Bowling/NNSL photo 

Gwichya Gwich'in president Julie-Ann Andre says she was suspended from 
her position while on medical leave.

by Eric Bowling 
Northern News Services

Inuvik
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Recently I had an opportun-
ity to talk with an engineer for 
a large company designing and 
building solar installations in 
Alberta. He reported that the 
capital cost of these large arrays 
is under $1.00/ watt. At that 
rate, the raw cost of the elec-
tricity from solar 
is around 4 cents/ 
kWh. 

Compare that 
to what people are 
paying in Yellow-
knife at 30 cents/
kWh, and one 
can understand 
that there are less 
expensive ways for 
power in the North 
than what's offered 
by Northwest Ter-
ritories Power Cor-
poration (NTPC) or 
Northland Utilities 
(NUL). Now before 
the naysayers jump 
all over this article, let's look at 
the Northern numbers in some 
detail. 

Yellowknife's solar power 
potential is about 85 percent of 
the best of Alberta locations. 
In Yellowknife solar panels 
can generate 1,100 kWh per 
installed KW. Local installers 
are offering to put it on houses 
at $3.00/ watt.  With a good 
installation that can maximize 
the resource ( south facing, 
no shading),  1,000 watts can 
replace $330 of utility power 
every year. Solar panels will last 
25 years at a minimum: attach-
ing the cost of a 5,000 watt 
array to your house mortgage 
will save the homeowner $1,000 
per year. The numbers are the 
same for business owners. 

NTPC and the GNWT are 
not very big on solar. The latest 
plan is to spend a billion dollars 
expanding the Taltson Hydro 
project and build hydro lines 
North of Great Slave Lake to 

link to the northern grid and 
service the mines. At the same 
time, the government has put 
severe limits on how much solar 
power can be connected to the 
grid (no more than 5000 watts 
and no rebates), by citizens 
and businesses in any area 
that already has hydro power 

(YK, Behchoko, 
Fort Resolution, 
Fort Smith and 
Hay River). On 
the one hand, (the 
GNWT/NTPC state 
the need for more 
energy, on the other 
hand they rule out 
the cheapest and 
simplest option. The 
ridiculous amount 
the Taltson project 
will cost will do 
nothing to reduce 
the cost of living 
and will tie up cap-
ital that could be 
invested in many 

other areas to make northern 
life better.  

Let's talk about the two 
major issues that are used to 
throw cold water on solar and 
wind power. Some days the 
sun doesn't shine and the wind 
doesn't blow. There is less solar 
in winter months (not none), and 
too much in the summer. This 
is all true but not insurmount-
able and to some extent a big 
opportunity. Let's think of 5000 
electric vehicles in the NWT 
by 2030. That alone would be 
justification for solar and would 
also provide a fairly large stor-
age medium. We want people 
to go electric in the North. We 
already have a subsidy for elec-
tric cars.  

What we need is large scale 
utility type storage to man-
age the extremes of these two 
problems. Interestingly, the new 
National Hydrogen Strategy has 
a remote regions component 
which may be the "Final Solu-

tion". Production of hydrogen 
through electrolysis is a simple 
way to store electrical energy 
and the development of fuel 
cells has given the world a great 
way to turn it back into electri-
city. Hydrogen is transportable 
and can be converted to a liquid 
fuel. 

In the NWT, we can start 
off in the right direction by 
understanding where we need 
to go. To wean ourselves from 
the half billion dollars of fossil 
fuels we use each year, we need 
to increase dramatically the 
production of green electricity. 
Energy is not bad, pollution 

is. We need to consider how 
we can produce electricity for 
all our needs. Transportation 
includes marine and aviation 
along with vehicles. Heating is 
another necessity to northern 
living that can be produced 
from electricity. Through heat 
pumps, we can make electrical 
heat much more affordable. The 
storage of heat produced from 
electricity is straightforward and 
can be another solution to store 
renewable energy. 

What we can and should do 
now: 

First, encourage the develop-
ment of private and commun-

ity ownership of solar energy 
in all our communities. This 
energy can be grid connected, 
and regardless of size, offer an 
economic rate for any electricity 
that is entered into the hydro 
grid or any of the small com-
munity diesel grids.  

Second, develop a program 
to utilize more excess  energy 
in the Taltson electrical grid, 
by offering residential rates 
for electric heating and by 
converting all public housing 
in the South Slave to electrical 
heating. NTPC presently offers 
a rate that is equivalent to 75 
per cent of fuel oil costs to com-

mercial customers. That at least 
should be available to residents. 

Third, engage with the fed-
eral government to participate 
in the development of hydrogen 
for remote communities. Spe-
cifically consider the potential 
for a hydrogen facility to utilize 
excess power from the Taltson 
grid.  

These are three ideas that 
can start the process of moving 
off fossil fuels. They will add to 
our local economies, replacing 
imported fuels. There is much 
to be done for the future, we 
need to start now with what we 
can do ourselves.

No major Canadian bank is planning to 
finance any effort to drill for oil or gas in the 
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge in Alaska after 
Scotiabank and CIBC updated their policies to 
become more climate-friendly.

A joint press conference from the Vuntut 
Gwichin Government and the Gwich'in Tribal 
Council announced the support Dec. 14.

"We are pleased to see CIBC and Scotia-
bank join the other Canadian banks to stand in 
solidarity with the Gwich'in to protect the Arctic 
National Wildlife Refuge," said Gwich'in Grand 
Chief Ken Smith in a statement. 

"Through their actions, the Canadian banks 
are sending a clear message that they will not 
stand for the destruction of a sacred place and 
they will not tolerate the proposed violation of 
Gwich'in rights.

"We the Gwich'in, are proud to be able to 
call the Canadian banks our allies in our fight 
to protect the refuge, the Porcupine caribou and 

the very essence of who we are and our culture."
The support comes on the heels of the Trump 

administration's announcement that it would 
open Iizhik Gwats'an Gwandaii Goodlit, which 
is Gwich'in for "the sacred place where life 
begins," to lease sales on Jan. 6.

In response, the Gwich'in Steering Commit-
tee and 12 of its allies, which had filed a lawsuit 
Aug. 24, have filed for a preliminary injunction, 
asking for a court decision overruling the White 
House before Jan. 6. Among the plaintiffs are the 
Canadian Parks & Wilderness Society-Yukon 
Chapter.

"The Porcupine caribou herd is a lifeblood 
to Gwich'in communities in the Yukon and 
Northwest Territories and a keystone of Canada's 
Arctic ecosystems," said the Yukon chapter of 
the Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society 
campaigns co-ordinator Malkolm Boothroyd. 

"We must defend the Porcupine caribou from 
the U.S. Government's last-ditch attempt to auc-
tion the Arctic Refuge away to oil companies."

Inuvik Drum previously reported that the 
U.S. Bureau of Land Management issued calls 

for nominations on Nov. 17, which opened a 
30-day window for oil companies to pick out the 
land parcels it would like to bid on. That process 
is scheduled to wrap up Dec. 17, creating another 
30-day window before a lease sale may be com-
pleted. That would have been Jan. 18, two days 
before president-elect Joe Biden assumes office.

Biden has repeatedly stated he is completely 
against opening the refuge to drilling and has 
promised to permanently protect the refuge from 
development.

With the announcements by Scotia Bank and 
CIBC, all five major Canadian banks are join-
ing six major U.S. banks in refusing to finance 
drilling in the refuge. It is currently not known 
which, if any, oil companies are interested in 
drilling in the refuge.

A target for development by Republican 
administrations since the 1980s, the refuge is 
home to the calving grounds of the Porcupine 
caribou herd, one of the main food sources for 
the Gwich'in people. It is also home to hundreds 
of endangered bird species and vital habitat for 
polar bears.

Trump administration to hold lease sale Jan. 6

Canadian banks stand with 
Gwich'in to save Arctic refuge

photo credit Malkolm Boothroyd/malkolmboothroyd.com 

A bull caribou grazes at the arctic 
National Wildlife Refuge in alaska. 
Conservationists are warning the 
Porcupine caribou herd could face 
serious challenges if u.S. President 
Donald Trump's plan grounds goes 
ahead.

by Eric Bowling 
Northern News Services

Inuvik
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Dennis Bevington is 
a Northern renewable 

energy expert and 
former Northwest 

Territories MP

Looking at alternative ways to power the North
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The importance of Hay 
River appears to be growing 
for a mining project under 
development on the north 
shore of Great Slave Lake, 
southeast of Yellowknife.

David Connelly, the vice-
president of strategy and 
corporate affairs with Chee-
tah Resources, outlined Hay 
River's possible involvement 
as a barging hub for the rare 
earths project during a Nov. 
16 online presentation to town 
council.

Connelly noted that, when 
he last spoke to Hay River 
council in March, it was 
50-50 for ore coming to Hay 
River or to Yellowknife over 
an ice road and/or by barge.

"I would say it's now 
90-10 that it will come to 
Hay River," he said, noting 
Marine Transportation Ser-
vices (MTS) put on a very 
good presentation for Cheetah 
Resources engineers on Nov. 
16, although prices haven't yet 
been crunched.

"In the first year, we'll do 
whatever it takes to get what 
we need to get into and out 
of the project," said Connelly. 
"It will probably be some 
mixture of Hay River and 
Yellowknife ice road, and lit-
tle barges and big barges, just 
because there's such a tight 
schedule. But the stabilized 
vision is now focusing on Hay 
River."

Cheetah Resources is 

planning to begin a three-
year demonstration project at 
the Nechalacho site next year.

"Cheetah plans to com-
mence production at Necha-
lacho in 2021 and aims to 
produce a minimum of 5,000 
tonnes per annum of con-
centrated rare earth oxides," 
Connelly told council. "Five-
thousand tonnes per annum 
isn't a lot. It's about three and 
a half 1,500-tonne barges, but 
a very small amount of rare 
earths mixed in traditional 
metals vastly changes and 
improves their performance."

All of the mining and 
crushing will take place in 
2021, and the ore will be 
sorted for shipment over the 
following three years to a 
hydrometallurgical process-
ing facility in Saskatoon 
expected to be completed by 
October of next year.

"That's a really busy year," 
said Connelly.

If all goes according to 
plan, a scaled-up project 
would follow.

Rare earths are a group 
of 17 elements used in a 
wide variety of technologies, 
including cellphones, comput-
ers, vehicles, magnets, lights, 
motors and electronics.

Deputy Mayor Robert 
Bouchard asked about the 
type of ore that might be 
shipped through Hay River.

Connelly explained that 
the inert ore would be the 
size of marbles and would be 
enclosed in bags on pallets 
when it arrives by barge.

It would likely be trans-
shipped at the MTS site 
either onto trucks or rail, he 
said. "And that hasn't been 
resolved yet. In the first year, 
I'm almost sure it will be 
trucks because it will be a 

relatively small quantity. In 
the subsequent years, that's 
still a decision."

Coun. Steve Anderson 
asked where Cheetah Resour-
ces plans to establish its head 
office.

"I'm going to have to be 
blunt and I'm not going to 
make you happy, but it's going 
to be in Yellowknife, and it 
will be a staff of about five," 
Connelly replied.

The Nechalacho project 

will operate eight months a 
year, beginning in April and 
wrapping up after the last 
barge in mid-October.

Cheetah Resources is 
owned by Vital Metals of 
Australia.

Cheetah Resources looking at town as barging hub

Hay River may have larger
role in rare earths project

photo courtesy of Cheetah Resources/Photo by Bill Braden

Hay River could play a big role in Cheetah Resour-
ces' Nechalacho rare earth demonstration project 
currently under development southeast of yellow-
knife.

by Paul Bickford 
Northern News Services

hay River
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Smith's Landing to
host wellness forum

Thebacha/Fort Smith
Smith's Landing First Nation will be hosting a youth forum 

on mental wellness during Covid-19.
The forum, which is for those 40 years of age and under, 

will be held from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. on Dec. 17 at Northern Life 
Museum & Cultural Centre.

The discussion will centre on coping skills and motiva-
tional affirmation activity.

There will be a maximum of 20 participants.
Covid-19 safety guidelines will apply to the forum, and 

participants are being requested to bring their own face masks.
– Paul Bickford

Holiday celebrations underway in Tuk
Tuktoyaktuk

Christmas cheer is abundant in Tuktoyaktuk, with daily 
activities being put on by the hamlet all throughout the month.

With the 12 days of Christmas celebrations having regular 
craft making, baking and dinners each week, a poker rally is 
being held Dec. 18. 

Christmas games will be held in the week leading up to the 
holiday, with a skate with Santa Dec. 21, card making and a 
singalong Dec. 22 and Christmas parties for the youth through-
out the day Dec. 23 at the Jason Jacobson Youth Centre.

Once the holiday officially hits, the hamlet is taking a much 
needed few days off, but celebrations continue in the lead-up 
to New Year's Eve, with a coffee house singalong planned for 
Dec. 28 and a community drum dance Dec. 29. Fireworks are 
being planned for Dec. 31.

 – Eric Bowling

Funding for parents of
Metis children in Smith

Thebacha/Fort Smith
The Fort Smith Metis Council has received Indigenous 

Early Learning Child Care funding that will provide resources 
to help parents with Metis children.

Under the funding, grocery cards will be given out weekly.
The children must reside in Fort Smith, be six years of 

age or under, and be registered members of the NWT Metis 
Nation.

The monetary amount will be based on the total number 
of applicants.

The funding will be in effect until March 29, 2021.
– Paul Bickford

Army Cadet Corps
seeking members

Thebacha/Fort Smith
The 2748 Army Cadet Corps in Fort Smith is recruiting.
Organizers of the corps are working on more activities for 

after Christmas, including biathlon, winter camping and a 

precision-shooting team.
Recently, members of the corps went on a snowshoe orien-

teering exercise and used compasses to find objects.
The corps meets every Thursday evening from 7 p.m. to 

9 p.m.
Membership is free.

– Paul Bickford

Around the North
If you have an item of interest from your community, call (867) 873-4031, or email: editorial@nnsl.com

photo courtesy of Hay River Health and Social Services Authority

artwork doNated to health ceNtre
Erin Griffiths, left, CEO of the Hay River Health and Social Services Authority, accepts well-known artist 
Archie Beaverho's donated art work to the Hay River Health and Social Services Authority on Nov. 9 in appre-
ciation of care he once received at the health centre. "They did look after me really good," said Beaverho. 
The Behchoko artist said he told himself that he would give something to the community and that has 
turned out to be a painting. The artist said he worked for over a month on the three-piece painting, which 
has a theme of health.
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A man from the Beaufort 
Delta Region was sentenced 
on Dec. 11 to three months in 
jail for committing a domes-
tic assault that his children 
witnessed. 

The man, who News/
North is choosing not to name 
in order to protect the victim, 
assaulted his partner in July 
2019 over a dispute where he 
claimed she had been cheat-
ing on him. 

The offender kicked and 
punched the woman, drag-
ging her by the hair into their 
living room, where he con-
tinued to assault her in the 
presence of their four chil-
dren – the youngest of whom 
was only four months old at 
the time. The dispute escal-
ated to the point where the 
offender threatened to kill the 
woman during the attack. He 
also threatened physical harm 
again after the attack if she 
told anyone of the assault.

The woman called the 
RCMP a couple days later. 
She revealed that the beating 
continued over two days in 
July. The offender was appre-
hended on July 16. 

Defence lawyer Jay Bran 
suggested that "custody in 
this case is not necessary." 
Since the man has been in 
Yellowknife – released on 
conditions while he awaits his 
court proceedings – Bran said 
his client's behaviour is an 
indication of what he would 
be like under further condi-
tions without jail time.

If custody is seen as neces-
sary, Bran suggested a condi-

tional sentence – six months 
of house arrest. 

Bran said the man had 
expressed sadness and frus-
tration from having spent 17 
months away from his family. 

"He's missing out on so 
much with his children," Bran 
told the court, adding that his 
client's separation from his 
family is "worse than a jail 
sentence."

Territorial court judge 
Garth Malakoe rejected that 
submission, stating that house 
arrest would not achieve 
the sentencing objectives of 
deterrence and denunciation. 

Malakoe noted that the 
man spent one day in jail for 
an assault against the same 
victim in June 2018. The pro-
bation order that followed the 
first offence was for one year. 
It would have expired in June 
2019, one month before the 
offence that brought him to 
court again on Dec. 11. 

"A day in jail is often 
regarded as a flag on some-
one's record to indicate that 
the next time they're con-
victed of a similar offence, 
they will go to jail for a longer 
term," Malakoe said. "This 
was the same person for the 
same offence." 

The judge found it aggra-
vating that the assaults took 
place over two days, rather 
than as an isolated event. 
Based on photographs entered 
as exhibits to the court, 
Malakoe noted the assault 
resulted in bruising from the 
victim's "head to toe."

He acknowledged, how-
ever, that the man "has been 
subject to harsh conditions" 
in being removed from his 

family. 
"I realize that should influ-

ence my stance, and it does," 
Malakoe said, "but repeat 
offenders of intimate partner 
violence is serious. Jail is the 
only sentence that makes any 
sense in this case, even apply-
ing restraint."

The court heard that the 
offender himself had been the 
victim of assault in his teen-
age years. He has apparently 
also struggled with alcohol 
but has attended Alcoholics 
Anonymous since the assault. 
Bran said the man had taken 
programming when directed 

and is "willing and prepared 
to deal with counselling 
and treatment to address the 
things that got him here."

After his three month sen-
tence, the man will be sub-
ject to a 12-month probation 
order. 

One condition is that he is 

not to come within 20 metres 
of his victim's residence or 
workplace and is not to con-
tact her without written per-
missions from his probation 
officer. He may contact her 
indirectly through a sober 
third party to arrange access 
to his children. 

by Natalie Pressman 
Northern News Services

Beaufort Delta

This is the second similar crime for offender

Inuvik man sentenced to three months in 
jail for domestic assault in front of his kids

NNSL file photo 

An Inuvik man was sentenced on Dec. 11 to three months in jail for a domestic assault against his com-
mon-law partner in front of their children. 

photo courtesy of the Inuvik RCMP

Girl Guides solve 
Mock criMes

Inuvik Girl Guides work to solve a crime during a 
mock investigation put on by Inuvik RCMP. The kids 
learned how to make footwear impressions and col-
lect fingerprints in the activity.

news
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Hamlet elections on Dec. 14 
brought in new mayors and council-
lors to nine communities across the 
NWT.

Some communities only elected 
new councillors and not mayors due 
to differing election cycles.

In Aklavik, the newly elected 
councillors include Jordan McLeod, 
Michael McLeod, Richard Storr 
and Dorothy Erigaktoak, according 
to results from the Department of 
Municipal and Community Affairs 
(MACA).

They will serve  two-year stag-
gered terms from Jan. 4, 2021 to Jan. 
2, 2023.

In Enterprise, Malcolm MacPhail 
was elected mayor with 22 votes, just 
two votes ahead of his challenger 
Barbara Hart. MacPhail's one-year 
term runs from Jan. 4, 2021 to Jan. 
3, 2022, following the resignation of 
Mayor Brandon Kimble in April.

Enterprise's three new councillors 
are Darren Sopel, Allan Flamand 
and Barabara Hart. They will serve 
two-year staggered terms from Jan. 

4, 2021 to Jan. 2, 2023.
In Fort McPherson, Richard 

Nerysoo won the mayoral seat by 
a comfortable margin of 130 votes 
compared to his challengers Shayl-
ene Blake and Krista Jerome, who 
garnered 79 and 40 votes, respect-
ively.

The four elected councillors 
include Joyce Blake, Robert Green-
land, Shaylene Blake and William 
R. Koe. All new positions in Fort 
McPherson are for two-year stag-
gered terms, from Jan. 4, 2021 to   
Jan. 2, 2023.

Residents of Fort Resolution 
elected three new councillors includ-
ing Cindy Villeneuve, Thomas Unka 
and Angela McKay to two-year stag-
gered terms, from Jan. 4, 2021 to   
Jan. 2, 2023.

In Paulatuk, four councillors 
were elected by acclamation: Jer-
maine Green, Jason Reidford, Albert 
Rubern and Gilbert Thrasher Sr.

They will serve three-year stag-
gered terms from Jan. 4, 2021 to Jan. 
2, 2023.

In Sachs Harbour, Norman Ani-
kina was elected by acclamation, 
along with three councillors Wayne 

Gully, Brenda Lucas and Mariah 
Lucas.

They will serve two-year stag-
gered terms from Jan. 4, 2021 to Jan. 
2, 2023.

In Tuktoyaktuk, Tianna Gordon-
Ruben, Shawn Lundrigan, Tyrone 
Raddi, James Stevens and Ryan 
Yakeleya were elected by acclama-
tion.

Four will serve two-year stag-
gered terms from Jan. 4, 2021 to 
Jan. 2, 2023. Due to the resignation 
of councillor Georgina Jacobson-
Masazumi, one councillor will serve 
a one-year term which will be deter-
mined in January of 2021.

In Tulita, Douglas Yallee was 
elected mayor with 96 votes. His 
challenger Wilfred Lennie received 
68 votes.

Eight councillors were elected out 
of 15 candidates.

Angela Bernarde, Sally Ann 
Horassi, James Mendo, Robert 
McPherson, William Andrew, Carl 
Kodakin-Yakeleya Jr, Candice Fraser 
and Archice Erigaktuk won council-
lor seats.

The new mayor and council will 
serve three-year terms from  Jan. 4, 

2021 to Jan. 2, 2023.
In Ulukhaktok, Joshua Oliktoak 

beat challenger Joe Nilgak in the 
mayoral race with 68 votes to 37 
votes.

Four councillors were elected out 

of eight candidates.
Harvey Janine, Gilbert Olifie, 

Helena Ekootak and Delma Klen-
genberg, as well as the mayor will 
serve two-year staggered terms from 
Jan. 4, 2021 to Jan. 2, 2023.

by Blair McBride 
Northern News Services

NwT

Several positions filled through acclamation 

Hamlet elections for nine communities 
bring in new mayors and councillors

NNSL file photo

In Tuktoyaktuk, Tianna Gordon-Ruben, Shawn Lundrigan, 
Tyrone Raddi, James Stevens and Ryan yakeleya were elected 
by acclamation after it and several other communities held 
elections on Dec. 14.

news



NEWS/NORTH NWT, Monday, December 21, 2020  19

Holiday cheer has hit the Mack-
enzie Delta, with activities in every 
community up and down the Demp-
ster Highway. Tsiigehtchic was no 
exception, kicking off its 12 days of 
Christmas celebration Dec. 2 with a 
family skate night on Ghost Lake. 

With temperatures a balmy -6 
C and a good supply of hot choco-
late and tea provided by Tsiigehtchic 
Community Recreation Department, 
the whole community and their furry 
friends came out for the party. At 
least 36 residents stuck it out for the 
whole night.

photos courtesy of Lawrence Norbert

Before Santa retired to the North Pole to get back to work, everyone who came out for sledding lined up for a group photo. In 
total, 24 people and one pooch came out to see Mr. kringle off.

Christmas in Tsiigehtchic

Heidi Blake sliding with Santa Claus, played by 
Calvin McDonald, down the hill. kids of all sizes 
couldn't contain their smiles.

Northern News Services

ChRISTMAS 
Feature
by Eric Bowling

Northwestel plans to 
expand unlimited internet 
service to almost all NWT 
communities through fibre 
optic or low-earth orbit (LEO) 
satellite connections by 2023, 
said company president Curtis 
Shaw in a GNWT meeting on 
Wednesday.

Shaw told the Standing 
Committee on Economic 
Development and Environ-
ment that LEO connections 
will be of particular benefit 
to remote communities like 
Sachs Harbour, Ulukhaktok, 
Colville Lake and Lutsel K'e 
because the satellites are rela-
tively close to the earth and 
they reduce delay times when 
using the internet.

His presentation came 
almost one month after North-
westel rolled out unlimited 
internet packages for residen-
tial and business customers in 
Yellowknife, Fort Smith, Hay 
River and Norman Wells.

"There's significantly 
more bandwidth," Shaw said. 
"Today we're measuring our 
network in 10-30 Mbps (mega-

bits per second). We're going 
to be able to deliver hundreds, 
if not thousands of Mbps to 
these communities over the 
next several years with LEO, 
and it's also lower cost."

LEO bandwidth would be 
transmitted to large dishes 
installed in the communities 
that would work in tandem to 
receive the signal and then dis-
tribute it to homes using wire-
less or fibre-optic connections.

The dishes be covered in 
domes to protect them from 
the elements, Shaw added.

In terms of costs, rates 
would be pegged to the level 
in Yellowknife so that other 
communities don't pay more.

"We plan to bring every 
community up to same level of 
service over next three years," 
he said.

A standalone internet sur-
charge would be removed, a 
practice where users without 
phone lines must pay $20 extra 
for internet services.

"When this project is 
done that surcharge will go 
away. This will lower prices 
and increase speeds, and it 
gives customers an unlimited 
option," said Shaw.

The project is part of a 
proposal that Northwestel sub-
mitted to the Canadian Radio-
Television and Telecommuni-
cations Commission (CRTC) 
this month.

Northwestel spokesperson 
Andrew Anderson said in an 
email that under the com-
pany's CRTC broadband fund 

proposal, every fibre-to-the-
home or LEO satellite com-
munity can access Internet 
50 for $110.95 per month (50 
Mbps download, 10 Mbps 
upload,   up to 300 GB) or 
Internet 50 with unlimited 
data for $160.95 per month.

Those prices will be fixed 
for five years and are the same 

as the ones currently in place 
in Yellowknife, Fort Smith, 
Hay River and Norman Wells, 
Anderson added.

The project is scheduled to 
proceed through three phrases 
until 2023.

In 2021, construction of 
networks would begin, with 
five communities upgraded. In 

2022, four communities would 
be upgraded. In 2023, 17 com-
munities are scheduled to be 
upgraded, the LEO network 
would become available, fibre 
connections would be provid-
ed to Dettah and unlimited 
internet would be available for 
NWT communities.

Shaw's presentation comes 
just over a week since execu-
tives of NWT internet com-
panies told a standing commit-
tee meeting that the GNWT 
needs to do more to foster 
competition in a telecommuni-
cations market that they said 
favours Northwestel.

Deh Cho MLA Ron Bon-
netrouge asked Shaw about 
concerns raised in that meet-
ing, such as third-party inter-
net access (TPIA), which 
Northwestel allegedly isn't 
required to offer to competi-
tors, and about working more 
closely with NWT internet 
companies.

However, Shaw responded 
that he didn't want to com-
ment publicly on TPIA and 
said that any complaints relat-
ed to those issues would be 
dealt with through the CRTC's 
review process.

Internet rates would be pegged to yellowknife rates

Unlimited internet service coming for almost 
all NWT communities by 2023: Northwestel

GNWT images 

The provision of unlimited internet for almost all NWT communities through 
low-earth orbit networks and fibre connections is expected to be complete by 
2023, according to Northwestel's president Curtis Shaw. 

by Blair McBride  
Northern News Services

NwT
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SportS hotline • JameS mccarthy
phone: (867) 873-4031 • email: sports@nnsl.com • Fax: (867) 873-8507

Sports & recreation

A hockey equipment drive 
held recently will offer new 
life to passionate players of the 
game in Fort Good Hope.

Lillith Brook and Amy 
Lizotte, two mothers with the 
Subway Bantam Develop-
ment Team, solicited donations 
of hockey equipment at the 
Yellowknife Community Arena 
on Dec. 11.

What resulted within three 
hours on a frigid Saturday was 
two pickup truck loads and a 
small bus full of various pieces 
hockey gear were gathered 
from the city.

Brook said having the 13 
and 14-year-old local players 
involved in a community servi-
ces project is an important part 
of the minor hockey experience.

"Every year there is always 
a bit of focus on community 
involvement and volunteerism 
and it's really encouraged by 
coach Darren Wicks," Brook 
said.

"These type of efforts have 
grown every year, but this 

year because we had a little 
more time on our hands (due to 
Covid-19) we asked Darren and 
some other parents to help find 
opportunity to get involved in 
community work."

Through her day job, Brook 
said she has connections with 
people in Fort Good Hope and 
she became aware of hockey 
development efforts there.

All equipment collected 
was expected to be sorted and 
packed by players on Tuesday 
night at a Det'on cho ware-
house, where it's being stored. 
It will then be taken by Summit 
Air and North-Wright Airways, 
which are offering discounted 
cargo service.

"We ended up taking in 
more than what Fort Good 
Hope can take and so now we 
are reaching out to others with 
help of Hockey North to see if 
we can help them," Brook said, 
adding that she hopes to send 
equipment to Fort Providence 
as well.

Karen Tingmiak, recrea-
tional coordinator with the 
Hamlet of Fort Good Hope 
works closely with Jeanette 

Tobac, on the land program 
manager.

She was in the process of 
picking up the equipment at the 
Fort Good Airport on Thursday 
morning.

"We are doing it as a sur-
prise for the hockey players and 
when they see all of it they will 
be so amazed," Tingmiak said. 
"For us we feel so thankful and 
we feel that Yellowknife hockey 
players are being so generous. 
We are really excited to get 
new hockey youth gear because 
the gear the youth have is well 
used now."

Tingmiak said that the 
equipment will complement 
plans to reopen the commun-
ity's arena which has been shut 
down over the last two seasons 
due to renovations.

Since that time the players 
have been playing on a little 
outdoor rink on a small pond.

"We have got about 15 to 20 
kids (aged eight to 16) who play 
hockey regularly every year and 
they will be so happy and it 
will be almost like a Christmas 
miracle when we will let them 
know," she said.

Equipment gathered  
more than needed, excess 

going to Hockey North

Two truckloads of hockey equipment 
given to Fort Good Hope players

Malachi Morin, Joseph Curran, Matthew McKay and Wesley Lizotte take part in the hockey equipment 
drive at the yellowknife Community arena parking lot on Dec. 12.

photos courtesy of Lillith Brook

Bags of equipment were stacked at a Det'on Cho 
Corporation warehouse earlier this week.

SportS Card
Skating

GeorGe Niditchie iii

George Niditchie III, warming his hands 
at Tsiigehtchic's skate night as part of its 
12 Days of Christmas celebrations. Even 
though it was only -6 C out, keeping a 
fire was important for people to warm up 
by and George did his part to keep the 
hearth blazing.

by Simon whitehouse 
Northern News Services

fort Good hope, Yellowknife
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