
Town approves 
budgets for 2021

Certain property classes face two per cent increase, specifics to be determined
Volume 48 Issue 44                             WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 23, 2020               $1.00 (.95 + GST)

In the spirit 
of ChristmasHub

Hay RiveR, NoRtHwest teRRitoRies

T H e

Plenty of ways 
to stay active 
over the 
holidays

Sports

No sign 
of spread 
from  
case of 
Covid-19

News

Secret Santa 
helps almost 
125 families

Community

Publication mail Contract #40012157

7 71605 00200 2

"I know I look forward every year to seeing the tree lit up and knowing that my loved ones are being 
remembered."

– Paulette West believes the Christmas Memory Tree at Diamond Jenness has become a tradition, page 9.

Paul Bickford/NNSL photo

Marja Anderman was in the Christmas spirit on Dec. 18, just a week before Christmas 
Day, at the festively decorated clubroom of the Hay River Seniors' Society.
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Crystal Potter is Hay River's Firefighter 
of the Year for 2020, and she says it is spe-
cial to be chosen for the honour by other 
members of the fire department.

And she says it is also special for another 
reason.

She is the daughter of Fire Chief Ross 
Potter.

"I feel like I made him proud, for sure," 
said the younger Potter.

She added that it was special to be pre-
sented the award by her father.

"That was really good because I think 
he has high expectations of his members, 
and in particular of me. His expectations 
might actually be higher for me," she said 
with a laugh.

Crystal Potter has only been a member of 
the Hay River Fire Department since March 
2019, when she joined during the month-
long battle against a landfill fire.

Joining at that time of intense activity 
for the fire department was more than just 
a coincidence.

"Honestly, it was more so I could spend 
more time with my dad, because he wasn't 
home much and I wasn't seeing him much," 
said Potter. "And I had been thinking about 

joining for quite a while, and the timing 
just kind of worked out. The members were 
getting burned out, so I offered to help out 
where I could."

Chief Potter said it was a proud moment 
to see his daughter named Firefighter of the 
Year.

"She worked really hard and she was 
definitely top responder for the year," he 
said. "She became very interested in the fire 
department and has really done an outstand-
ing job of becoming a strong member."

The Firefighter of the Year was 
announced at a fire department gathering 
on Dec. 12, which would have been the date 
for the annual Firefighters' Ball until it was 
cancelled because of Covid-19.

At the gathering, the top five firefighters 
of the year were recognized based on the 
number of functions they attended – any-
thing from responding to a fire or accident 
scene to attending meetings to participating 
in training – and the total number of hours 
they dedicated to the department.

Crystal Potter attended 298 functions 
and committed 383.5 hours to the depart-
ment.

"I do really enjoy it, mostly just helping 
people," she said of that commitment. 

"And you kind of form a bond with the 
other members."

The four other top firefighters of the year 
were Trina Swan (201 functions, 324 hours), 
Capt. Ralph Sanguez (176 functions, 211 
hours), Capt. Kirsten Fischer (130 functions, 
184 hours) and Stacey Barnes (120 func-
tions, 178.5 hours). 

Long-service awards were presented to a 
number of firefighters – Terence Fischer (15 
years), Darryl Buhler (10 years), Ian Thies-
son (five years), and recognition for two 
years of service to Desmond Courtoreille, 
Omar Hajam, Julia Janicki, Daniel Slade 
and Jayden Smith.

Chief Potter said that, instead of a Fire-
fighters' Ball, there was an informal, Covid-
safe gathering to present the awards.

Not being able to have the Firefighters' 
Ball was a huge disappointment, he said. 
"It would have been our 62nd-annual ball, 
uninterrupted, and 70 years of service to the 
town of Hay River."

Chief Potter updated town council on 
the award presentations during its Dec. 14 
online meeting.

"It's a real pleasure for me to be able to 
recognize these people for their contribu-
tion to the fire department," he told council. 
"They're all great people to work with."

Mayor Kandis Jameson offered con-
gratulations from the town to all of the 
award recipients.

PAul BICkfoRD
editor@ssimicro.com

News
Briefs

Town objects to 
GNWT decision

The Town of Hay River has registered its 
objections to the GNWT's decision to deny dis-
aster assistance to help pay for the landfill fire in 
March 2019.

The rejection of disaster assistance was one of 
the issues discussed when town officials partici-
pated in an online meeting with Municipal and 
Community Affairs Minister Paulie Chinna on 
Dec. 14.

Glenn Smith, the town's senior administrative 
officer, said the municipality registered its con-
cerns with how the decision was made.

"No real commitments came out of the meet-
ing, but the town does continue to plan to present 
our case that we feel the decision made ... was 
incorrect," said Smith.

The town spent about $1 million on the dump 
fire, with much of that going for water testing. It 
only received $100,000 from insurance for direct 
firefighting.

Terry Fox Run gives  
final fundraising tally

The final total from September's Terry Fox 
Run in Hay River has been released.

In a Facebook posting on Dec. 16, organizer 
Brigitte Stephen said the final tally was $6,073, 
according to the Terry Fox Run office in Calgary.

"This includes all online donations, merchan-
dise sold and pledges that were mailed directly," 
Stephen wrote.

The Terry Fox Run on Sept. 20 was described 
as a virtual event in which participants were 
given a route to complete at their own time.

The annual event raises funds for cancer 
research.

Funding application  
submitted for millions

The Town of Hay River has submitted a multi-
million-dollar funding application to the federal 
Investing in Canada Infrastructure Program.

During the Dec. 14 online meeting of council, 
Glenn Smith, the town's senior administrative 
officer, described the application as a milestone, 
noting it was completed and submitted on Dec. 
11.

Smith said the application, which totalled 
more than 500 pages, is for about $15 million.

The application includes requests for a new 
solid waste management facility and the closure 
of the current facility, several roads projects, 
water treatment plant feasibility and pre-design 
work, and improvement projects for three cultural 
and recreational facilities.

Isolation to still be  
covered for some

Returning students and persons with specific 
legal situations requiring travel will continue to 
have their stays at regional isolation centres fully 
covered by the GNWT in the new year, according 
to a Dec. 18 news release.

The regional isolation centres are Hay River, 
Yellowknife, Fort Smith and Inuvik.

Changes to the isolation payment policy were 
unveiled Dec. 1 and will take effect Jan. 5. 

Students and apprentices who live in the NWT 
and are required to travel beyond the border for 
education and training will have their costs cov-
ered for required stays in an isolation centre, if 
they cannot safely isolate elsewhere.

Persons required to travel outside the NWT 
to comply with legal requirements, such as child 
custody arrangements or court-ordered addictions 
treatment, will also have their isolation centre 
costs covered.  

Isolation costs for medical travel, medically 
advised self-isolation, compassionate travel and 
unforeseen or exceptional circumstances will 
continue to be paid by the government.

Crystal Potter voted Firefighter of Year
by other members of fire department

Like father, like daughter

photo courtesy of Kirsten Fischer

On Dec. 12, Crystal Potter was presented with the 2020 Firefighter of the Year Award by Hay River Fire Chief Ross 
Potter, who also happens to be her father.

Did we get it wrong?
Hay River Hub is committed to getting facts and 

names right. With that goes a commitment to acknowledge 
mistakes and run corrections. If you spot an error in Hay 
River Hub, call 867-873-4031 or email editor@ssimicro.
com. We'll get a correction or clarification in as soon as 
we can.
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way back a few years 
ago, an editorial in The Hub 
bid good riddance to 2016.

It seems quaint to 
imagine it now, but some 
people were thinking at the 
time that 2016 was the 
worst year ever in their life-
times.

There were actually many 
reasons to believe that.

On the international 
stage, it seemed like a 
famous artist or sports-
person was dying every 
couple of weeks in 2016 – 
from David Bowie to Gordie 
Howe to Muhammad Ali to 
Prince to Leonard Cohen. 
And we could name more. It 
just seemed that 2016 was 
a deadly time to be a celeb-
rity.

Of course, 2016 was also 
the year Donald Trump was 
elected president of the 
United states. No need for 
explanations there.

And in a cruel jab at 
Canadians, no 
NHL teams from 
the Great white 
North made the 
playoffs for the first time 
since the 1969-1970 sea-
son.

In Hay River, 2016 saw 
the collapse of Northern 
Transportation Company 
Ltd., the folding of the Hay 
River Lions Club, the closing 
of the Mackenzie Valley Pet-
roleum Planning Office and 
a winter without an arena 
and curling club as the now 
Hay River Community Cen-

tre was being rebuilt.
Yes, by any way you want 

to look at it, 2016 was a 
tough year.

Then along came 2020.
This year, which is merci-

fully just a week away from 
ending, will now 
be the basis on 
which bad years 
will be judged.

Normally, The Hub edi-
torializes on the year that 
was for its Year In Review 
issue, which will be hitting 
the streets on Jan. 6. If we 
do say so ourselves, it will 
be a fascinating reminder 
of how Hay River and area 
survived Covid-19, and what 
was lost this year and what 
impressively went ahead – 
pandemic be damned.

Once 2020 is done, The 

Hub will also be looking 
ahead to better days in 
2021, and that's what the 
editorial will focus on in the 
Year In Review issue.

with Christmas and New 
Year's almost upon us, The 
Hub would like to wish all 
our readers and everyone 
else a safe and happy fes-
tive season, and all the best 
in 2021.

This is The Hub's last 
issue of 2020, since there 
will be no edition on Dec. 
30.

It has been challenging 
covering Hay River as it 
made its way through a pan-
demic, but it has undoubt-
edly been interesting.

“May you live in interest-
ing times” – an ironic curse 
erroneously believed to 

be an old Chinese saying 
– became a lot clearer in 
2020, no matter how it ori-
ginated.

The year 2020 has been 
nothing if not interesting.

As much as people com-
plain about 2020, it will be 
impossible to ever forget it. 
It will be a year that all of us 
will be talking about for the 
rest of our lives.

In years to come, some 
people will be telling their 
disbelieving grandchildren 
about it.

And it may be hazardous 
to talk about 2020 in the 
past tense, because it still 
has a week to go.

with any luck, the year 
will fade away peacefully, 
but who knows?

It is 2020, after all.

Pixabay illustration

The year 2020 will be forever known as the year of Covid-19.

HubOpiniOn
Historical Quote

"I don't think Christmas is necessarily about things. It's 
about being good to one another, it's about the Christian 

ethic, it's about kindness."
– Carrie Fisher

2011
CCNA

What's your favourite Christmas song?

You 
Said 
It!

Claudia fabian: 
"I like Santa Claus 
Is Coming to Town. 
Because it just makes 
me feel like it's Christ-
massy."

kimberly Martel: 
"Jingle Bells. Because I 
just like listening to it."

Shaelyn Mabbitt: 
"I'd say Grandma Got 
Run Over by a Reindeer. 
I just think it's funny to 
think about."

Ben Bushie: 
"Jingle Bells. It's like a 
childhood Christmas 
song, I guess."

Farewell to 2020

eDITORIAL
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Appeals have been 
launched as a result of the 
dismissals of 53 charges in 
Hay River territorial court on 
Nov. 9.

A judge tossed out the 
cases when a Crown attorney 
missed a flight from Yellow-
knife and was refused the 
opportunity to appear by 
telephone, as two other pros-
ecutors had previously been 
allowed to do.

Blair MacPherson, coun-
sel with the Yellowknife 
office of the Public Prosecu-
tion Service of Canada, con-
firmed that appeals have been 
initiated with respect to the 
matters dismissed on Nov. 9.

"We're still in the process 
of deciding which ones to 
appeal," he said, noting he 

cannot estimate how many 
specific cases that will be. 
"We're going to be appealing 
the majority."

MacPherson could not say 
what types of cases might be 
appealed.

"There are a number of 
factors that we're taking into 
consideration at this point," 
he said.

The dismissed cases 
included such charges as 
impaired driving, assault, 
mischief and breaches.

Notices of appeal were 
filed earlier this month in the 
Supreme Court of the NWT 
and the Court of Appeal for 
the NWT. 

"We had to file a notice 
with respect to the matters 
that we intend to appeal, and 
the grounds of appeal are 
articulated on those notices," 
said MacPherson.

The grounds for the 
appeals claim that the ter-
ritorial court judge "erred in 
law" by dismissing the char-
ges because he did not apply 
the abuse of process test as 
set out in R. versus Babos, 
which was a 2014 case before 
the Supreme Court of Can-
ada, and that he also erred by 
failing to exercise his author-
ity in a judicious and reason-
able manner.

The Babos case established 
that, for a stay of proceedings 
to be considered an appropri-
ate remedy for abuse of pro-
cess, there must be prejudice 
to the accused's right to a fair 
trial or to the integrity of the 
justice system; there must be 
no alternative remedy capable 
of redressing the prejudice; 
and a court must balance the 
interests of the accused and 
the societal interest in having 

the case heard.
As for why the appeals 

were filed in both the 
Supreme Court and the Court 
of Appeal, MacPherson said, 
"It's a matter of where in the 
proceedings each of the mat-
ters was at when they were 
dismissed."

It is unknown when the 
courts may hear the appeals.

On Nov. 9, Judge Donovan 
Molloy dismissed 53 charges 
against 14 people "for want of 
prosecution."

During the court proceed-

ings, Molloy said it was the 
third time in about a month 
that a Crown prosecutor from 
Yellowknife had failed to 
make it to Hay River on time 
for court.

Aside from Nov. 9, other 
Crown prosecutors had 
missed flights to Hay River 
from Yellowknife on Oct. 5 
and Oct. 19. In the previ-
ous two instances, the Crown 
attorneys were allowed to 
appear by telephone.

However, Molloy, who 
was presiding for the first 

time in Hay River, rejected a 
request from prosecutor Mina 
Connelly to be allowed to 
appear by telephone on Nov. 
9.

In comments to The Hub 
in November, Connelly said 
she had missed – by a few 
minutes – checking in with 
the airline the required 45 
minutes before departure, 
and was not allowed on the 
plane.

"The facts are simple," she 
said. "I was supposed to be on 
that flight, and I wasn't."

In November, judge tossed 53 cases 'for want of prosecution'

Crown appealing dismissal
of some charges in Hay River

NNSL file photo

The Public Prosecution Service of Canada in Yellowknife is appealing some of the 53 cases tossed out by a judge during a territorial court sitting in Hay River 
on Nov. 9.

PAul BICkfoRD
editor@ssimicro.com
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There are some changes com-
ing for Hay River residents next 
year after the town passed its 2021 
budgets on Dec. 14.

Under its operations and main-
tenance (O&M) budget, the town 
is planning to raise an additional 
$125,000 in property taxes. That 
will be through a targeted increase 
of about two per cent on certain 
rate classes, which are still to be 
determined.

The town is also aiming to raise 
an extra $50,000 through a tar-
geted utility rate increase, basically 
on water rates. The classes to be 
affected are to be determined. That 
includes a 2.5 per cent increase for 
2021 and a 10 per cent increase pre-
viously approved for 2020, but not 
implemented because of Covid-19.

The town will also be eliminat-
ing the two per cent early payment 
discount on property taxes, which 
will save $68,000.

There will also be what's 
described as conservative increases 
for user fees.

There will be no increases or 
decreases to core service levels pro-
vided by the municipality.

The capital budget will include 
spending of $18.5 million, although 
that figure includes $7.4 million in 
carry-overs from the 2020 budget.

Of the overall amount in the 
capital budget, $15.6 million will be 
externally funded and $2.8 million 
will be internally funded.

Sam Mugford, the town's direc-
tor of finance, presented the final 
versions of the budgets to council's 
online meeting of Dec. 14.

Council members had offered 
their input over weeks of discus-
sions and a public meeting was held 
on each budget, although no mem-
bers of the public attended either 
consultation session.

"We heard the comments from 
council and we implemented a few 
changes," said Mugford, noting there 
was a reduction in both the targeted 
utility fund revenue increase and the 
targeted property tax increase.

"We also included a vacancy 
rate," he said. "So previously the fig-
ure that council saw had no vacancy 
rate included as part of the sal-
ary costs and employee benefits 
costs. We included a three per cent 
vacancy rate."

Coun. Keith Dohey thanked 
town administration for its work in 
preparing the budgets.

"I understand where we are and 
some things are increasing," Dohey 
said. "There's going to be some 
people that aren't happy with that, 
as there always will be. But I think 
even this tonight is more of a bal-
ance than I would have thought we 
could have struck after a couple 

of weeks ago. So I want to thank 
administration for that."

Deputy Mayor Robert Bouchard 
also recognized the work of admin-
istration.

"My concerns come in the fact 
that we need to continue to lobby 

the GNWT," he said. "We know the 
town is underfunded."

That GNWT funding shortfall is 
hurting the town, Bouchard added. 

"Not only that they're underfund-
ing us by a whole bunch, and they've 
admitted to it. They just don't want 

to pony up the capital or the O&M 
money for us. It's frustrating with 
what we're seeing from the GNWT."

In 2021, the town will receive 
$323,000 in additional funding from 
the Department of Municipal and 
Community Affairs.

Changes include tax increases, higher utility rates and
end of the early payment discount for property taxes

Hay River approves 2021 budgets

NNSL file photo

Sam Mugford, the director of finance with the Town of Hay River, oversaw the preparation of 
the municipality's operations and maintenance budget and capital budget for 2021.

PAul BICkfoRD
editor@ssimicro.com
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While things naturally slow down every-
where over the holiday season, there will still 
be plenty of things to do at the Hay River Com-
munity Centre.

For the second year, there will be youth 
holiday programming.

And new this year will be holiday fitness 
for adults.

Nicole Mitchell, the recreation programmer 
with the Town of Hay River, has organized the 
activities and will be delivering many of them.

In fact, she said she doesn't mind working 
when many other people take the holiday sea-
son to get away from work for a while.

"I enjoy doing fun activities and these are 
some things that we don't always get," she said, 
pointing to cookie decorating on Dec. 24 as an 
example.

"We're not doing cookie decorating pro-
grams regularly, so it's kind of special. It's 
fun," she said. "And I do have a teaching 

background, so I do enjoy working with kids 
and I don't get to do it as much as I used to. 
But doing these programs really allows me to 
teach again."

Stephane Millette, the town's recreation 
director, said that Christmas activities are in 
keeping with the goal of the department of 
recreation and community services.

"A big goal is to provide services to the 
community when people are available and 
when there's a need," he said. "So over the holi-
days oftentimes there's people that are looking 
for something to do or need something to do, 
really. And Nicole has been awesome at being 
available and putting out programming on days 
and times that people would be likely to be 
looking for something."

The youth holiday programming began 
with holiday crafts on Dec. 21 and games on 
Dec. 22. It will continue with ornament mak-
ing on Dec. 23, cookie decorating on Dec. 24, 
holiday card making on Dec. 29, toy making 
on Dec. 30 and a New Year's party on Dec. 31.

Holiday fitness for adults began with a 

bootcamp on Dec. 21 and spin class on Dec. 
22. It will continue with yoga on Dec. 23 and 
Dec. 28, a spin class on Dec. 29 and Jazzercize 
on Dec. 30.

Mitchell said the youth holiday program-
ming was popular last year.

Covid-19 somewhat limited what could be 
offered this year, she said. "But it worked really 
well last year, and parents are still working 
during the days of the holidays and kids need 
something to do. So we have some activities 
planned."

Last year, about eight kids on average par-
ticipated in each youth activity.

"I'm expecting about the same, but already 
right now there are a few programs that are fill-
ing up pretty quickly," said Mitchell.

She is happy to offer holiday fitness for the 
first time this year.

"For those two weeks, it seemed like a 
shame to just stop all the fitness altogether, 
especially since we've really started to build 
something pretty good here with our fitness 
programming," she said. "So offering some 

free fitness programs seemed like a good idea."
Millette said that the holiday activities are 

extensions of regular programming.
And he pointed out there are a couple of 

other special seasonal activities, such as the 
Santa Claus Parade on Nov. 27 and the New 
Year's Eve fireworks.

"Some of them are happening this year, but 
not as many due to Covid restrictions," he said, 
noting Skate with Santa and Breakfast with 
Santa didn't take place.

Skate with Santa would see about 200 
people at the arena, he said. "And we just can't 
have that for maximum occupancy."

Mitchell said the holiday activities are not 
being offered because fewer people may be 
travelling out of town this year due to the 
pandemic.

"I feel like we would have offered this with 
or without Covid coming about because people 
may travel for the holidays, but there's always 
going to be people who need something to 
do," she said, adding that will include students 
returning to town.

Special activities happening at Community Centre

Still things to do over holidays

PAul BICkfoRD
editor@ssimicro.com

Paul Bickford/NNSL photo

Nicole Mitchell, the recreation programmer with the Town of Hay River, has again this year organized activities for young people over the Christmas season, and 
has added fitness programming for adults. 

HubspORTs
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Dr. Kami Kandola says 
there is no indication of trans-
mission related to the first 
identified Covid-19 case in Hay 
River.

All the right things were 
done, said the chief public 
health officer for the NWT.

"The person self-isolated, 

had symptoms, got tested, was 
interviewed and the close con-
tacts were isolated. So from 
that investigation, it seemed 
pretty contained."

The case was announced on 
Dec. 12, and it involved a per-
son who flew from Edmonton 
to Yellowknife and then on to 
Hay River on Dec. 4.

Speaking on Dec. 16, Kan-
dola said normal protocol is 

that, if there's a potential that 
a person is in the infectious 
period while travelling even 
though the risk of transmis-
sion is quite low, the flight 
numbers would be announced 
and people would be contacted 
if they sat in the three rows 
in front of and the three rows 
behind the person diagnosed.

"And then we would ask 
all those contacts to get tested 

on day 10," she said, referring 
to 10 days after the flights on 
Dec. 4. "Today is a Wednesday 
(Dec. 16), so it would be day 
12. And as far as we know 
there hasn't been any transmis-
sion based on the two flights."

Everyone was still in 14 
days of self-isolation as of Dec. 
16, although Kandola declined 
to say how many people that 
involved.

In light of the recent case in 
Hay River, Kandola was asked 
about the protocol which allows 
people to fly into Yellowknife 
and then on to the three other 
isolation centres – Hay River, 
Inuvik and Fort Smith.

She said that when people 
come into the territories the 
most common flight will be 
from Calgary or Edmonton to 
Yellowknife.

"So if you land in Yellow-
knife and you live in any of 
those three communities or you 
plan to isolate in those three 
communities, you can continue 
to go on," she said of Hay 
River, Fort Smith and Inuvik. 
"We just ask people to wear 
a mask, they physically dis-
tance and abide by those public 
health rules."

Those rules won't be 
changed because of the Hay 

River case.
"The actual risk of trans-

mission is quite low if people 
are wearing a mask," said Kan-
dola. "The flight duration from 
Yellowknife to Hay River or to 
Fort Smith is quite low."

However, she noted there 
has been discussion with air-
lines about the longer flight 
from Yellowknife to Norman 
Wells and Inuvik, and if they 
would consider separating pas-
sengers who are coming from 
out of territories from those 
who are travelling within the 
NWT.

"But myself, as the NWT 
chief public health officer, I 
don't have jurisdiction on the 
actual flight itself and how 
seats are arranged," Kandola 
said. "It's under federal juris-
diction and under Transport 
Canada rules."

Person had flown from Edmonton to Yellowknife first

No sign of transmission from first 
confirmed case of Covid-19: Kandola

PAul BICkfoRD
editor@ssimicro.com

ARouND THE 
SOUTH SLAVe 
Paul Bickford is the reporter for The Hub. Send your ideas to: 
editor@ssimicro.com.

No winter road this year
to Fort Chip from Smith 

Thebacha/Fort Smith
Following discussions with the leaders, residents and 

government representatives in the communities surrounding 
Wood Buffalo National Park, Parks Canada has decided not 
to open the annual winter road to Fort Chipewyan, Alta., from 
Moose Island.

The route offers a winter connection between Fort Smith 
and Fort Chipewyan.

The decision was announced in a Dec. 15 news release.
It comes after concerns related to the possible spread of 

Covid-19 were expressed on both sides of the border.
"The health and safety of Canadians, visitors and our 

team members is of the utmost importance to Parks Canada 
Agency," stated the news release.

Since the onset of the Covid-19 pandemic, the GNWT has 
set up a check stop on the NWT/Alberta boundary at Fort 
Smith to enforce public health orders. That includes a special 
exemption to allow Alberta residents north of the Peace River 
(including Smith's Landing First Nation and Mikisew Cree 
First Nation members living on reserve lands) to continue to 
access essential services, schools, workplaces and supplies in 
Fort Smith without self-isolating for 14 days.

Parks Canada said that, if the usual winter road was con-
structed to Fort Chipewyan, the GNWT had advised that the 
special exemptions would end.

Three new councillors elected
Deninu K'ue/Fort Resolution

Three new councillors have been elected for the Hamlet 
of Fort Resolution.

They are Cindy Villeneuve, Thomas Unka and Angela 
McKay, who were all elected to two-year terms from Jan. 4, 
2021, to Jan. 2, 2023.

The election took place on Dec. 14, the same date as other 
annual votes in hamlets throughout the NWT.

Volunteers needed for
Christmas Bird Count

Thebacha/Fort Smith
Wood Buffalo National Park is seeking volunteers for the 

annual Christmas Bird Count in the Fort Smith area.
The count will begin at 10 a.m. on Dec. 28.
The Christmas Bird Count is an international conservation 

initiative that began 120 years ago.
Birds Canada and the National Audubon Society in the 

U.S. co-ordinate more than 2,500 counts to collect informa-
tion on how winter birds are faring.

The count is held on different dates in various locations, 
but must take place sometime between Dec. 14 and Jan. 6.
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For the 18th year, the Christmas 
Memory Tree is honouring departed 
loved ones.

The lighting of the tree atop 
Diamond Jenness Secondary School 
took place on Dec. 16.

The Christmas Memory Tree 
is presented by the Parent Action 
Committee (PAC) at the school.

Paulette West, the president of 
the PAC, believes the Christmas 
Memory Tree has become a trad-
ition in Hay River.

"I know I look forward every 
year to seeing the tree lit up and 
knowing that my loved ones are 
being remembered this year," she 
said.

The Christmas Memory Tree 
remains lit until early in the new 
year when school resumes after the 
Christmas break.

People pledge $20 for each white 
bulb placed on the tree.

"This year we sold 60," said 
West. "It was a very low number this 
year compared to in the past."

Last year, there were 100 bulbs 
sold.

West said she is not sure why 
fewer bulbs were sold this year, but 
it may be related to the fact that 
organizers were not out in the public 
selling bulbs because of Covid-19.

Normally, they would set up a 
table at stores and have pledges to 
sign, she explained. "And this year 
we didn't do that."

Still, West thinks that 60 bulbs 
sold is good support from the com-
munity.

"I think 60 is quite a bit," she 
said. "It's a pretty decent number."

Even the actual lighting of the 
tree this year was impacted by 

Covid-19.
"It did affect us because we 

couldn't gather this year," said West. 
"We normally gather at the 

school and we have a tree inside 
the school that everybody actual-

ly stands around, and then there's 
somebody that's in the room that 
basically flips the switch for the one 
outside to turn on."

A planned viewing of the tree on 
Dec. 16 from the parking lot of the 

Mackenzie Place highrise did not 
take place because of extreme cold.

The names of the people remem-
bered by the Christmas Memory 
Tree are displayed at Diamond Jen-
ness throughout the year.

The money raised by the Christ-
mas Memory Tree goes back into 
the school for a variety of uses.

Teachers write proposals if they 
have ideas on how the money should 
be spent.

Christmas Memory Tree once again atop Diamond Jenness

Remembering with lights

Paul Bickford/NNSL photo

Jan McNeely, the Diamond Jenness Secondary School liaison to its Parent Action Committee, displays the names of people 
remembered by this year's Christmas Memory Tree.

PAul BICkfoRD
editor@ssimicro.com

A new day shelter for homeless 
people has opened in Hay River.

It began operating earlier this 
month at Soaring Eagle Friend-
ship Centre with the financial sup-
port of the Hay River Health and 
Social Services Authority. 

Erin Griffiths, the CEO of the 
health authority, announced the 
opening in a Dec. 17 news release.

The day shelter will comple-
ment the overnight emergency 
shelter currently operated by the 
Hay River Committee for Per-
sons with Disabilities in the Kujat 
Building on Industrial Drive.

The new day shelter will be 
able to provide basic services 
including warmth from the cold, 
food, washrooms and a place to 
rest for approximately 15 to 20 
individuals.

"With colder climate approach-
ing, we are very pleased to be able 
to provide this service to members 
of our community without a place 
to go during the day," Griffiths 

stated in the news release.
She also recognized the Soar-

ing Eagle Friendship Centre's role 
in the project.

"We are very grateful for our 
community partners who have 
stepped forward to provide this 
much-needed service," she said.

Soaring Eagle Friendship Cen-
tre will operate the day shelter 
until June 2021 under a $112,213 
contract with the health authority.

It accepted a proposal from the 
Soaring Eagle Friendship Centre 
for day shelter services on Nov. 23.

The current hours of operation 
will be from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
Monday to Friday.

That is anticipated to be 
expanded to seven days per week 
as staffing levels increase. 

Programming and access to 
wellness workers will also be part 
of the service. 

The day shelter will also ensure 
physical distancing practices are 
in place and will adhere to Covid-
19 guidelines established by the 
chief public health officer of the 
NWT.

Service offered with funding from Hay River Health and Social Services Authority

Day shelter for homeless opens

Paul Bickford/NNSL photo

A day shelter for homeless people in Hay River has opened at the Soaring Eagle Friendship 
Centre.

PAul BICkfoRD
editor@ssimicro.com
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Even though it is December, water 
quality concerns have persisted in 
Hay River.

Earlier this month, residents 
noticed discolouration of the water, 
which comes from Great Slave Lake.

That is extremely unusual for this 
time of year.

Mike Auge, the director of public 
works with the Town of Hay River, 
addressed the issue during the Dec. 
14 online meeting of council.

"Our water quality levels towards 
the end of last week were getting 
worse again," he said. "They've kind 
of stabilized. Not as good as we 
hoped, but they are still under the 
limits of the guidelines. So we've 
been seeing some colour in the 
water, which normally doesn't hap-
pen this time of year."

Auge said it was hoped that the 
water quality levels would remain 
acceptable, and that things would 
improve.

"With these cold temperatures, 
hopefully the lake freezes, which 
leads to improved water," he said.

The town issued a public notice 
on Dec. 15 about the water quality.

"Please be aware that residents 
may notice some colour in the town 
water," the notice reads. "The water 
quality has dipped slightly in the 
last week but does remain within 
the NWT drinking water quality 
guidelines."

The notice added that the Town of 
Hay River tests the water on a daily 

basis and, if the levels do not meet 
the required guidelines, the chief 
public health officer of the NWT 
will issue a boil-water advisory.

There have already been three 
boil-water advisories for Hay River 
and area in 2020 – from May 13 to 
June 16, from June 19 to July 6, and 
from Sept. 2 to Oct. 20.

Recent water quality was just one 
of several water issues discussed dur-
ing the Dec. 14 council meeting.

Coun. Steve Anderson asked 
about the status of the delayed 
inspection of the water intake line, 
which stretches eight kilometres into 
Great Slave Lake.

Auge said the inspection is 
planned for the first quarter of 2021 
by a contractor from Alberta.

"At this point we're waiting for ice 
to form on Great Slave Lake and get 
to the levels that they need," he said. 
"I don't have dates from the contract-
or yet, but I have touched base with 
them in the past couple of weeks and 
it is still on their radar, and they are 
planning for later this winter to get 
out and do that inspection."

Anderson said that he has received 
questions from community residents 
about the current water treatment 
plant, which the town is looking at 
replacing.

"What are we looking at doing 
or are we going to consider tempor-
ary measures to make sure that our 
water continues to be stable through 
the period until we get the new water 
treatment plant in place?" Anderson 
asked.

Auge said the town will do what it 

can with the existing plant.
"There's only so much we can do 

with the existing infrastructure that 
we do have and the conditions that 
we are seeing in the water this year," 
he said. "Hopefully these conditions 
don't persist indefinitely."

Auge added that the town will 

implement as many recommenda-
tions as possible from a report on the 
water treatment plant prepared by the 
Department of Municipal and Com-
munity Affairs (MACA).

The existing plant just isn't 
designed to get the colour out of the 
water, he said. "But we will make 

every effort to see what we can do to 
improve our processes and hopefully 
not be in long boil-water advisories."

In late October, MACA recom-
mended that the town should build a 
new water treatment plant within five 
years, which the department esti-
mated could cost about $15 million.

Discolouration exists but no new boil-water advisory issued

Water quality issues persist into December

NNSL file photo

Questions about water quality in Hay River have persisted into December this year, as have 
questions about the future of the aging water treatment plant.

PAul BICkfoRD
editor@ssimicro.com
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The Hamlet of Enterprise 
has elected a new mayor.

Malcolm MacPhail will 
be sworn into the position in 
early January after winning 
a two-person race during the 
NWT-wide hamlet elections 
on Dec. 14.

MacPhail collected 22 
votes, just two votes ahead 
of Barbara Hart.

His one-year term runs 
from Jan. 4, 2021, to Jan. 3, 
2022, which will complete 
the two-year term of former 
mayor Brandon Kimble, who 
resigned in April.

Since then, Craig 
McMaster has been acting 
mayor.

On Dec. 14, three new 
councillors were also elected 
– Darren Sopel, Allan Fla-
mand and Barbara Hart – out 
of a field of five candidates. 
They will serve two-year 
terms beginning on Jan. 4.

MacPhail is looking for-
ward to his new role.

"Enterprise has a ton of 
potential and we're going to 
make a list to see what's 
lacking around here and 
what isn't, and then do some 
cost-benefit analysis to 
see whether or not we can 
address some of them on a 
priority basis," he said.

This will be the first time 
for MacPhail on Enterprise 
hamlet council.

However, he said he 
served on council in Fort 
Simpson in the 1970s and 
1980s, and he was once 
president of the Hay River-
Enterprise Corridor Associa-
tion, which was based in Hay 
River.

MacPhail, who is in his 
70s, has lived in Enterprise 
for about three years, after 
retiring to the community 
from Fort Simpson.

"I retired here in Enter-
prise for a lot of reasons," 
he said, noting he likes the 
people and the community.

"But I was starting to get 
exasperated with the way 
some council decisions were 
being made around here, 
especially in the capital 
area," he said of his decision 
to run for mayor. "Things 
were happening and we 
didn't know anything about 
them until after the fact."

MacPhail said he would 
like more transparency and 
accountability when it comes 
to hamlet buildings and 
mobile equipment.

"In our small commun-
ities, we don't have the exper-
tise in a lot of cases in areas 
that involve a lot of money, 
like capital. We don't have 
the expertise to make some 
qualified decisions some-
times," he said, adding he 
believes there has to be a fair 
amount of research before 
the hamlet starts building or 
buying things.

MacPhail said that 
his work in Fort Simpson 
involved infrastructure 
and maintenance with the 
Department of Municipal 
and Community Affairs.

"I've got a background 
that is sort of lacking some-
times in our small commun-
ities and I just thought that 
it was time to put up or shut 
up," he said. "And I made a 
few observations to various 
officials, and this is where 
I am because of my mouth."

Over the years, MacPhail 

has lived in a number of 
other NWT communities – 
Fort Smith, Yellowknife and 
Hay River.

Some of the other issues 
that he would like to address 
as mayor include the cost 
of energy in Enterprise, 
streamlining hamlet admin-
istration, and providing more 
recreational opportunities 

for seniors and youth.
"Seniors and youth are 

a big topic of conversation 
around here," he said. "Our 
youth really don't have any 
place to go. So we need a 
gym of sorts or something 
along that line, and I've got 
some ideas there that I'll be 
presenting to the new coun-
cil when we get there."

Malcolm MacPhail to be sworn in to lead hamlet in January

Enterprise elects new mayor

photo courtesy of Malcolm MacPhail

Malcolm MacPhail was elected the new mayor of the Hamlet of Enterprise on Dec. 14, and he will be 
sworn in during a ceremony in early January.

PAul BICkfoRD
editor@ssimicro.com
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Secret Santa has wrapped up another 
successful effort of helping families in 
need enjoy Christmas. 

"Things went really well," said organ-
izer Tracy Cross Gauthier, who was lead-
ing the annual initiative for the first time.

On Dec. 19, about 125 families 
received turkey dinner hampers.

Plus, Cross Gauthier said that in 
excess of 650 toys and other gifts were 
distributed to youth under the age of 17 
years.

The organizer said that was basically 
a normal year.

"I think it would be pretty close to it, 
perhaps a little bit more," she said.

The deliveries were made in Hay 
River by the fire department and on the 
Hay River Reserve by the RCMP.

Cross Gauthier said she appreciat-
ed the help of the fire department, the 
RCMP and volunteers, along with the 
donations from individuals and business-
es, including through donation boxes set 
up at several retail outlets.

"I'm very thrilled," she said. "I had a 
tremendous amount of support."

In particular, she said that about 30 
volunteers helped with two days of wrap-
ping gifts.

Cross Gauthier assumed the role 
of organizer in October after Michelle 
Schaub stepped aside after five years.

"It's pretty close to what I thought it 
was going to be," said Cross Gauthier. 
"I've supported Secret Santa in the past 
and I was given a lot of information from 
Michelle when I took over. So it was 
easy to get my head wrapped around the 
process."

However, she said that her initial con-
cern when she took over as organizer 
involved a need for space for the initia-
tive, and that concern continues.

"Secret Santa needs its own space big 
enough to wrap, store and sort gifts, and 
we need this space for year round," she 
said.

Cross Gauthier said that, for example, 
a year-round space would allow Secret 
Santa to take advantage of sales at retail-
ers.

Plus, a permanent space would allow 
wrapping to be spread out over the year.

"Having enough space that we can sort 
and see exactly what we have, how much 
we have by age, by gender, I think would 

go a long way in easing the process," she 
said, adding that Secret Santa now has 
to start at the beginning of November to 
round up volunteers, find space, and buy 
and sort gifts.

"I'm going to be looking for a space 
for Secret Santa," she said. "Absolutely. 
It's a priority."

This year, Secret Santa was based at 
the Hay River Airport, where Cross Gau-
thier works as the station co-ordinator for 
Canadian North.

The annual Christmas initiative has 
been operating in Hay River since the 
1990s.

Organizer hopes to find permanent space for future years

Secret Santa helps about 
125 families at Christmas

Tracy Cross Gauthier, the organ-
izer of Secret Santa, found 
space at the airport – where she 
works – for this year's collec-
tion of gifts to be distributed in 
Hay River and on the Hay River 
Reserve. However, she is hoping 
to find a permanent, year-round 
space for the annual initiative for 
Christmas.

Paul Bickford/NNSL photo

PAul BICkfoRD
editor@ssimicro.com
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Paul Bickford/NNSL photo

ICe CrossIng oPen
The ice crossing between Hay River and the Hay River Reserve is open for another season. K'atlodeeche 
First Nation, which creates the crossing, announced on Dec. 11 that it was ready for traffic. As of Dec. 18, 
there was a load limit of 5,000 kg.
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