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After working for Rowe's Construction in the 1980s and '90s, Lyndon Kipling 
came back to work for the company as a project superintendent in 2005. Read 
his story on page 13. His colleague Jonas Norwegian is featured on page 4.
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The estimated amounts to be spent on capital projects in 
2020-21 is up in the Northwest Territories but down in Nuna-
vut, at least so far.

In the NWT, $398.6 million is the bottom line in this year’s 
capital budget, which exceeds the $325 million that was esti-
mated a year earlier. However, revised estimates later climbed 
to $407.6 million in 2019-20. All of these figures are substan-
tially higher than 2018-19, when $269 million was designated 
for capital projects. 

In Nunavut, capital estimates for 2020-21 are projected 
to be $143 million. However, a supplementary capital bill is 
normally approved in the legislative assembly in the spring. 
This year’s spring sitting was cancelled due to Covid-19, so the 
additional capital budget is expected to be reviewed in the fall. 

As it stands, Nunavut’s 2020-21 forecast for expenditures is 
below what was spent during the previous fiscal year when the 
estimates were pegged at $177.5 million, but that number came 
in at a $296.4 million after revisions. In 2018-19, actual capital 
expenditures amounted to $191.7 million. 

The Covid-19 pandemic disrupted construction schedules 
by several weeks, but things appear to be getting back on track.

“In consultation with communities, the Government of 
Nunavut resumed construction activities in June 2020, and 
required workers to complete a 14-day isolation in hubs in 
Ottawa, Winnipeg or Quebec City. At this time, we do not 
expect any significantly impact to the construction timelines 
of major capital projects for this construction season,” stated 
Dan Carlson, assistant deputy minister for the Department of 
Finance.   

In the NWT, the Department of Infrastructure accounts 
for the bulk of capital expenditures at $268.5 million, or 65.6 
per cent. Next in line is the Department of Health and Social 
Services at $52.4 million, or 12.8 per cent. Education, Culture 
and Employment will consume $33.8 million, or 8.2 per cent 
of the capital budget. 

The biggest projects that fall under the Department of Edu-
cation are the construction of the new Colville Lake School 
and the replacement J.H. Sissons School in Yellowknife, both 
of which are scheduled for completion in 2022-23. An addition 
and major renovation to Mangilaluk School in Tuktoyaktuk is 
set to be finished in 2021-22.

David Codzi, assistant band manager for the Behdzi Ahda 
First Nation in Colville Lake, said the existing 1980s log school 
has seen additions and renovations over the years but it’s still a 
cramped space for the 40 to 50 students in the community. He 
said the First Nation has been negotiating with the GNWT on 
the design and features of the new building. 

Housing Corp leads the way in Nunavut
“We’re trying to make sure... the community gets most 

of the work. We want to make sure we train our community 
members in the mechanics and how things are put together 
in the school so we can have the jobs coming out of it,” said 
Codzi, who’s also president of Colville Lake’s Ayoni Keh Land 
Corporation.

The Department of Infrastructure lists page after page of 
projects for numerous communities in the 2020-21 capital 
budget. The replacement of the Mike Zubko air terminal build-
ing in Inuvik is one of the larger construction initiatives. That 
project will also entail some drainage work and a runway exten-
sion.

New power plants in Sachs Harbour and Lutsel K’e, along 
with a liquefied natural gas project in Fort Simpson; various 
road and bridge work; and the replacement of numerous pieces 
of heavy equipment also dot the lengthy inventory of Depart-
ment of Infrastructure activities.  

The Department of Health and Social Services has under-
taken construction of a new health centre in Tulita, which is to 
be completed by fall 2021. Forty-eight-bed long-term care facili-
ties are planned for Inuvik, Hay River and Fort Simpson with 
completion in the former two communities targetted for 2022-
23 while the latter should be done by 2023-24. A vulnerable per-
sons shelter in Yellowknife is expected to be built by 2022-23.

To the east, the Nunavut Housing Corporation accounts for 
the single largest sum of capital dollars at $43.4 million, or 
30.4 per cent of Nunavut’s overall capital budget. Community 
and Government Services follows at $31.7 million, or 22.2 per 
cent. Health is the department that will receive the third-largest 
allotment of capital funding at $27.5 million, or 19.2 per cent. 

Among the major projects within the health department are 
new health centres in Kinngait (Cape Dorset) and Sanikiluaq, 
along with a seniors long-term care facility in Rankin Inlet. 

“On behalf of the Hamlet of Cape Dorset, we’re happy to 
see it,” John Hussey, the community’s senior administrative 
officer said of the health centre that’s in progress. “My under-
standing is that the new building will be more state of the art 
and modern.”

Hussey said the late July update he received from Kudlik 
Construction, the general contractor for the new health centre, 
indicated that 16 local people had been hired as assistants 
to tradespeople, cooks and security. He added that previous 
construction projects – like the cultural centre and the school 
built in the past few years – gave some residents insights into 
drywalling, pouring concrete foundations and making concrete 
forms.   

Community and Government Services has budgetted for 
a new fire hall in Arctic Bay and the utilidor system in Ran-
kin Inlet, among numerous other arena upgrades, fire truck 
replacements and solid waste facility work in communities 
across the territory. 

The Nunavut Housing Corporation anticipates building 106 
new housing units this year. Sixty of those residences will be 
divided among communities outside of Iqaluit while the ter-
ritorial capital will benefit from 46 new units. 

By region, the largest injection of capital resources is desig-
nated for government headquarters in Iqaluit – $81.8 million. 
The remainder of the Qikiqtaaluk region stands to absorb $34.3 
million while $16 million is earmarked for the Kivalliq and $11 
million will go to the Kitikmeot. 

The capital budgets reflect expenditures anticipated between 
April 1, 2020-March 31, 2021. 

Capital projects in NWT and 
Nunavut to exceed $540 million

Projects resuming after Covid interruptions; additional spending pending in Nunavut
by Derek Neary 

Northern News Services
NWT/Nunavut
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The Mike Zubko Airport in Inuvik is in line for $26 million in upgrades, includ-
ing a new terminal building, a runway extension and drainage improvements.
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with Blair McBride

ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓇᖅ-19 ᓇᒃᓴᖅᓯᒪᒐᓗᐊᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᓇᓗᓇᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐱᔾᔪᑎᖃᖅᑐᒥ ᖃᓄᖅ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᐅᔪᑦ ᐊᐅᓚᓂᐊᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂ, 
ᖁᕕᐊᓐᓂᖃᖅᐳᖅ ᓱᓕ ᐃᓚᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᓄᓇᖃᖅᑎᐅᔪᓄᑦ ᓴᓪᓕᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓂ ᐊᖏᔪᓂ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖕᓄᑦ ᐊᖏᒡᓕᒋᐊᖅᑕᐅᓂᖏᓐᓂ 
ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᔪᓂ ᐃᖏᕐᕋᓂᖏᓐᓂ. 

ᓴᓪᓕᓂ ᓴᒃᑯ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖓ ᐱᓂᐊᖅᐳᖅ 10,764-ᑭᑉᐹᕆᒃᑐᓄᑦ-
ᐃᓯᒐᓪᓗᐊᓂ ᐃᓚᒋᐊᖅᑕᐅᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐃᓚᖃᕐᓂᐊᖅᑐᒥ 
5,673-ᑭᑉᐹᕆᒃᑐᓄᑦ-ᐃᓯᒐᓪᓗᐊᓂ ᐃᖃᐃᓕᓴᕐᕕᖕᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᖃᔅᓯᐊᕐᔪᖕᓂ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᐊᕈᓯᕐᓂᑦ. ᐸᕐᓇᐅᑎᑕᖃᕆᕗᖅ 
ᐊᖏᔪᒥ ᓄᑖᙳᕆᐊᖅᑎᑕᐅᓂᖓᓄᑦ ᓴᒃᑯ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖓᓂ 
– ᓴᓇᔭᐅᓂᑰᓪᓗᓂ 1979–ᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᑭᖑᓪᓕᖅᐹᒥ 
ᐋᖅᑭᒋᐊᖅᑕᐅᒃᑲᓐᓂᕐᓂᖓᓂ 1994–ᒥ – ᐊᒻᒪ ᑎᓴᒪᓂ ᓄᑖᖑᔪᓂ 
ᓅᑕᐅᔪᓐᓇᖅᑐᓂ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᐊᕈᓯᕐᓂ ᐱᔨᑦᑎᕋᕐᓂᐊᖅᑐᓄᑦ 
ᓄᑖᙳᕆᐊᖅᑐᒥ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ ᓯᓚᑦᑐᖅᓴᕐᕕᐅᔪᒥ 
ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ ᐃᓕᑦᑎᕕᐅᓂᐊᖅᑐᓄᑦ. 

ᐋᑦᓯ ᑰᓕᑦ, ᐃᒃᓯᕙᐅᑕᐅᔪᖅ ᓴᓪᓕᓂ ᐊᕕᒃᑐᖅᓯᒪᓂᐅᔪᓄᑦ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᓂᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᓐᓂ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᐅᔪᓂ, ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᓄᑖᖅ 
ᐃᖃᐃᓕᓴᕐᕕᒃ ᑐᙵᓱᒃᑎᑕᐅᓂᐊᖅᐳᖅ ᕚᓕᐹᓪ ᐊᓕᐊᓇᐃᒋᔭᐅᑦᑎᐊᕐᒪᑦ 
ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐱᑕᖄᓂᒃᑐᖅ ᐃᒡᓗᕐᔪᐊᑉ ᐊᑦᑎᓗᐊᕐᓂᖓᓂ 
ᐊᑲᐅᙱᓕᐅᕈᑎᕐᔪᐊᖑᖕᒪᑦ ᐱᙳᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒧᑦ. 

"ᑭᒃᑯᓕᒫᑦ ᖁᕕᐊᕐᔪᐊᖅᐳᑦ, ᐊᖏᒡᓕᒋᐊᖅᑕᐅᓂᖓᓄᑦ ᐱᓗᐊᖅᑐᒥ," 

ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᑰᓕᑦ.
ᓄᑖᖑᔪᖅ ᐃᓕᑦᑎᕕᐅᓂᐊᖅᑐᖅ ᐊᔭᐅᕆᔪᓐᓇᑐᐃᓐᓇᕆᐊᖃᖅᐳᖅ 

ᐅᓄᕐᓂᖅᓴᐅᔪᓂ ᐃᓄᖕᓂ ᐱᓇᓱᐊᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᑐᙵᓇᕐᓂᖅᓴᐅᓂᐊᖅᐳᖅ ᐃᓂᐅᓗᓂ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒧᑦ 
ᐃᓕᓴᐃᔨᙳᕋᓱᖕᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᔪᒧᑦ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑎᐅᔪᓄᑦ, 
ᐃᓚᒋᐊᖅᓯᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ.

"ᓄᑖᒥᒃ ᐃᒡᓗᕐᔪᐊᖃᕐᓂᕐᒥ ᐱᐅᓂᖅᓴᒻᒪᕆᐅᓂᐊᖅᐳᖅ," 
ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ.

Accutech Engineering Inc. ᑐᓂᔭᐅᓯᒪᕗᑦ ᓴᓇᔭᐅᓂᖓᓄᑦ 
ᑳᓐᑐᕌᖕᓂ ᐊᖏᒡᓕᒋᐊᖅᑕᐅᓂᖓᓄᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒃᓴᒧᑦ ᓴᓪᓕᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ 
Ecole des Trois-Soleils ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓂ. ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᓐᓂᓪᓗ 
ᐱᔨᑦᑎᕋᖅᑎᒃᑯᑦ ᓴᖅᑭᑎᑦᑎᔪᒪᓚᐅᙱᓚᑦ ᐊᑭᓪᓗᐊᖓᓂ ᓴᓇᔭᐅᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᑲᓐᑐᕌᖑᔪᓂ "ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒃᓴᐅᔪᖅ ᓱᓕ ᑐᒃᓯᕋᐅᑎᓂ ᖃᐅᔨᒋᐊᕈᒪᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᐱᒋᐊᖅᑎᑕᐅᔪᓃᒻᒪᑦ (ᑐᒃᓯᕋᐅᑎᓂ ᖃᐅᔨᒋᐊᕈᒪᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐱᒋᐊᖅᑎᑕᐅᔪᓂᒃ) 
ᐱᓕᕆᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑕᐃᒪᐃᓕᖓᐃᓐᓇᕐᓂᐊᖅᐳᖅ ᑭᓯᐊᓂ 
ᑭᖑᓪᓕᖅᐹᖓᓂ ᑳᓐᑐᕌᖑᔪᖅ ᑐᓂᔭᐅᒍᓂ," ᐱᓕᕆᕝᕕᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐅᖃᖅᑎᐅᔪᖅ ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ. 

ᓇᑉᐸᖅᑎᕆᓂᖅ ᓂᕆᐅᒋᔭᐅᕗᖅ ᐱᒋᐊᕐᓂᐊᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᑕᒪᒃᑭᓂ 
ᓄᓇᓕᐅᔪᓂ ᐊᐅᔭᐅᔪᒥ 2021–ᒥ. 

ᓇᑎᖓᓄᑦ ᐸᕐᓇᐅᑎᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓴᓇᔭᐅᓂᖓᓄᑦ ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓱᖅᓯᒪᓂᐅᔪᓂ 
ᕿᒥᕐᕈᔭᐅᕙᓪᓕᐊᕗᑦ ᓴᓪᓕᓂ ᐊᕕᒃᑐᖅᓯᒪᔪᓂ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᓂᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ 

ᑲᑎᒪᔨᐅᔪᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ Commission scolaire francophone du 
ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ (CSFN) ᑖᒃᑯᓄᖓ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒃᓴᐅᔪᓄᑦ.

ᒫᑎᐅ ᐹᑯᕐ, ᐊᖓᔪᖅᑳᖑᔪᖅ CSFN–ᑯᓐᓄᑦ, ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 
ᐊᖏᒡᓕᒋᐊᖅᑕᐅᓂᖓᓂ Ecole des Trois-Soleils–ᒥ, 
ᒪᑐᐃᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ 2002–ᒥ, ᐃᑲᔪᕐᓂᐊᖅᐳᖅ ᐱᕈᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᔪᒥ 
ᐱᔭᐅᔪᒪᓂᐅᔪᒥ. 

"ᐅᓄᕐᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑎᓂᑦ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖕᒥ 
ᐅᓄᖅᓯᕙᓪᓕᐊᖏᓐᓇᖅᐳᖅ," ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ, ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ 
ᐅᐃᕖᖑᔪᑦ ᖁᑦᑎᒃᑐᒥ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᐅᔪᒥ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑏᑦ ᒫᓐᓇᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐅᐸᒋᐊᖃᖅᑎᑕᐅᕗᑦ ᐃᓄᒃᓱᒃ ᖁᑦᑎᒃᑐᒥ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖓᓂ 
ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕈᓐᓇᕐᓂᐊᓯᕗᑦ Ecole des Trois-Soleil–ᒥ 
16,146-ᑭᑉᐹᕆᒃᑐᒥ-ᐃᓯᒐᓪᓗᐊᓂ ᐃᓚᒋᐊᖅᑕᐅᓂᖓᓂ ᐱᔭᕇᖅᑕᐅᒃᐸᑦ.

ᐃᖃᐃᓕᓴᕐᕕᖕᒥ ᐃᓚᒋᔭᐅᖃᑕᐅᓂᐊᖅᐳᖅ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒃᓴᐅᔪᒥ. ᐅᐃᕖᑎᑐᑦ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖓ ᒫᓐᓇᐅᔪᒥ ᐱᖃᙱᓚᖅ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑎᐅᔪᑦ 
ᐊᖅᓴᕐᓂᖅ ᕿᑎᖅᐸᓯᐊᓄᑦ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖓᓄᐊᕆᐊᖃᓲᖑᕗᑦ ᐃᒡᓘᑉ 
ᐃᓗᐊᓂ ᐱᙳᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᓄᑦ.  

"ᐅᕙᑦᑎᓐᓄᑦ ᐱᔪᓐᓇᖅᑎᑦᑎᓂᐊᖅᐳᖅ ᓴᓇᓂᕐᒥ ᐆᒥᖓ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᐅᔪᒥ ᑕᒪᐃᑎᒍᑦ–ᐊᐅᓚᓂᖃᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ, ᑕᒪᒃᑭᐅᒪᔪᒥ–
ᐱᔨᑦᑎᕋᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᐅᓗᓂ ᐅᐃᕖᓄᑦ ᓄᓇᓕᐅᔪᓄᑦ ᐅᕙᓂ," 
ᐹᑯᕐ ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ. "ᓱᕈᓰᑦ ᖁᕕᐊᕐᔪᐊᖅᐳᑦ ᐱᕕᒃᓴᖃᕐᓂᐅᓂᐊᖅᑐᒧᑦ 
ᓇᖕᒥᓂᖅ ᐃᖃᐃᓕᓴᕐᕕᖃᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂ."

 ᓴᓇᔭᐅᓂᖓᓄᑦ ᐱᓕᖅᑭᒃᑕᕐᓂᖓ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᓕᖅᐳᖅ ᐃᓚᒋᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᓄᑦ ᓴᓪᓕᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓂ ᐃᓕᑦᑎᕕᐅᔪᓄᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᕐᔪᐊᖑᔪᓂ

ᓇᑉᐸᖅᑎᕆᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᖃᓂᒡᓕᒋᐊᒃᑲᓐᓂᖅᐳᖅ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᐅᑉ ᐊᖏᒡᓕᒋᐊᖅᑕᐅᓂᖓᓄᑦ

Ecole des 
Trois-Soleils in 
Iqaluit is set 
to recieve a 
16,146-square-
foot addition.

Rajnesh Sharma/NNSL photo

ᓴᒃᑯ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖓ ᓴᓪᓕᓂᑦ ᐊᖏᔪᒥ ᓄᑖᙳᕆᐊᖅᑎᑕᐅᓂᐊᖅᐳᖅ, ᐃᒡᓗᕐᔪᐊᖅ ᐊᖏᒡᓕᒋᐊᖅᑕᐅᓂᐊᖅᐳᖅ ᐃᓚᖃᖅᑐᒥ ᐅᓄᕐᓂᖅᓴᓂ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᐊᕈᓯᕐᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᖏᔪᒥᒃ ᐃᖃᐃᓕᓴᕐᕕᖕᒥ. 
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Salt River First Nation Chief David Poitras describes a time 
decades ago when the band was all living in what was called 
'Indian Village,' an area where they could be unified in one place.

In 1968, a landslide destroyed the village and scattered its 
residents all over Fort Smith. 

"It totally disrupted our whole band," Poitras said. "All our 
relationships and communications and Elders got spread out and 
it's never been the same for our band again."

Now, Salt River First Nation (SRFN) is looking to rebuild 

with a project that would entail 39 homes on serviced lots inte-
grated with Fort Smith's water, sewer and street systems.

"It's rebuilding our nation," said Poitras. "We won't get all of 
our band members down there this year but maybe in the next 10 
years or 20 years living on reserve."

The development project, in negotiations for over a decade, is 
being pulled back into the spotlight as communities seek to put 
Covid emergency response funding in the hands of their people. 

The $16.8-million "shovel-ready" infrastructure project 
would create 70 jobs for community members and would allow 
residents to take ownership of their growth, rather than having 
external corporations coming in, breaking ground, earning prof-

its, and then leaving, according to Dene national chief Normal 
Yakeleya. 

"My big push for now is to the federal government and the 
territorial government to directly put the money into the hands 
of the people who know best what economic stimulus needs to 
happen in the communities," said Yakeleya during a teleconfer-
ence last week. "It's high time that communities take on their 
own well-being and not be dependent so strongly on the federal 
government and the territorial government dictating what pro-
jects should be done in the community... It's just a bureaucratic 
process that's getting in the way of the people's aspirations and 
their desires of their well being."

Poitras said that the First Nations Finance Authority – a non-
profit, Indigenous-run entity – is willing to amortize the costs 
for the project, "so it's not like the federal government is going to 
have to put out $16.8 million right off the bat," he said. 

Once they receive the green light to get started, Poitras sus-
pects the project could get underway in a matter of months. 

"We've done all the buffing and things like that, so it's pretty 
much ready to go once the feds approve it," he said.

With dollars circulating through Covid economic stimulus 
recovery plans, for SRFN, this proposal has risen to the top of 
the agenda. 

"It is so important for us to get our nation back together," 
Poitras said.

Crown-Indigenous Relations and Northern Development 
Canada, the federal department handling the file, did not 
respond to a request for comment before press deadline.

Yakeleya is calling on all levels of government to step up, and 
"walk the talk" of their promises to Indigenous people. 

"Why don't we invest in our own people, in our own com-
munities, with our own companies," he said. "Right now, there 
are too many people walking around in our community in hope-
lessness, not doing too much, and then we wonder why they get 
into trouble, why they are doing things that are not healthy for 
the community. We've got to take a giant leap and ask the federal 
government once again, do you really mean what you're saying?"

Salt River working on 39-home build

'It's rebuilding our nation'
by Natalie Pressman 
Northern News Services

salt river First Nation

Salt River First 
Nation Chief 
David Poitras 
is pushing for 
a $16.8-million 
housing pro-
ject to proceed 
that would be 
an initial step 
in bringing 
band members 
together once 
again.

photo courtesy of Jeff Fraser/Salt River First Nation
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Last December, on his 65th birthday, Jonas Nor-
wegian says the joke was that he's been married to his 
wife for 32 years, and to Fort Simpson and Hay River's 
Rowe's Construction for 33.

Between welding, mechanical work, road construc-
tion, driving the cement truck, and a slew of other 
possible assignments, Norwegian says the variety is 
one of the things that has kept him in the job for all 
these years. 

"Nothing gets boring, it's a challenge everyday," he 
says. 

Owen Rowe, the company's vice president, calls 
Norwegian a tireless soul.

"He still plows the road, he goes out at 4 a.m., he's 
honest, sincere, he just works hard," Rowe says.

Rowe says they wouldn't be anywhere without their 
employees, especially those who are as dedicated as 
Norwegian.

"I've worked with them for so long that they're like 
family," Norwegian says. 

"Everyone pitches in ... everyone gets down and gets 
greasy," he says, recounting a recent story of Rowe run-
ning a cement truck in spite of his executive position. 

In over three decades with Rowe construction, 
Norwegian says as the company has grown, and the 
equipment has improved, the work too has become 
much easier. When he first started and there were only 
a few employees, the work was even more varied than 
it is now. 

Between all of the roads and sites he's helped build, 
all of the repairs he's made, Norwegian can't pinpoint 
projects he's most proud of because there have just been 
too many.

Even after 33 years of working for Rowe's Con-
struction, he has no plans of retiring in the foreseeable 
future. 

"As long as there's something to do, I'll keep doing 
it. If I've been working with them for 33 years, they're 
great to work with."

The other love of his life
by Natalie Pressman 
Northern News Services

NWT

photo courtesy of Jonas Norwegian

'If I've been working with them for 33 years, they're great to work with," 33-year Rowe's Construction employee 
Jonas Norwegian, who still goes out to plow at 4 a.m., says.

Jonas Norwegian has been with his boss longer than his wife
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Construction and capital projects are steaming on in Inu-
vik, with the town issuing a tender for construction of its new 
Visitor Centre and Arctic Market building.

Bidding is open until Aug. 7 at 2 p.m. local time, the bidder 
must account for subcontractors including electrical, struc-
tural, welding, roofing, painting, mechanical and plumbing 
and must post a security deposit to be considered.

A project update will be presented to town councillors at 
their Aug. 10 meeting. The park as it currently exists officially 
closed June 15.

Final plans for the upcoming centerpiece were presented 
to town council during a May 11 
Committee of the Whole meeting, 
where director of Tourism and Eco-
nomic Development Jackie Challis 
explained the project was funded 
through both Canadian Northern 
Economic Development Agency 
and the town's capital budget.

"These are going to be major 
projects and assets for the com-
munity," said Challis. "They're a 
collaboration of all of our depart-
ments."

Initially, to build both structures within the budget the 
town had, the plan was to make use of skilled trades students 
learning at Aurora College to cover much of the needed labour. 
However, because of Covid-19 those programs were suspended 
and the town needed to come up with another option.

"As a result of Covid-19, that program is no longer taking 
place," she said. "So we do have a bit of a gap in terms of pro-
viding that labour under that price."

Challis added the town was looking into options to preserve 
artwork, such as the mural, at Chief Jim Koe Park, once work 
begins as the structures currently in the park will need to be 
demolished.

Consultations on how to modernize the park began six 
years ago with a community meeting.

One effect of a permanent visitor centre is that it will cover 
the tourism currently handled at the Town of Inuvik office.

During a Nov. 13 council meeting, Challis explained town 
staff are currently being pulled in two different directions 
dealing with both tourism customers and residents' needs.

"Right now, when a visitor comes, our staff are not only 
doing dog tags (and) water licences they're trying to do the 
actual business of running the town," she said. "There's also a 
group of 20 tourists coming in, trying to size a sweatshirt and 
figure out what key chain they should buy. To try and transi-
tion some of that into a facility that's actually meant for that is 
part of the intention."

The Town of Inuvik has released an document including a 
timeline and details of its public outreach for development of 
the park.

by eric Bowling 
Northern News Services

inuvik

Before pandemic, students 
were set to help build

" These are 
going to be 

major projects 
and assets." 

 Jackie Challis 

New Inuvik Visitor's Centre, 
Arctic Market go to tender

Consultations on 
how to modernize 
Inuvik's Chief Jim 
Koe Park began 
six years ago 
with a community 
meeting.

image courtesy of town of Inuvik
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The design process should 
soon be underway for five new 
airport terminal buildings in 
Nunavut. 

Chesterfield Inlet, Naujaat, 
Whale Cove, Kugluktuk and 
Kimmirut are each in line for 
replacements.

Construction in Chester-
field Inlet and Naujaat, which 
was expected to begin this 
year, has been postponed. All 
five communities are now 
anticipated to begin the build-
ing process at roughly the 
same time as a cost-savings 
measure based on incorporat-

ing similar architectural and 
engineering designs, accord-
ing to the GN. 

However, plans for Kim-
mirut appear to be less cer-
tain because the GN stated: 
"The Kimmirut ATB (airport 
terminal building) includes 
additional considerations as 
the department maintains a 
medium-term goal of relocat-
ing the Kimmirut airport.

"I'm hoping that there will 
be no hiccups, because those 
airport terminals are very 
much needed for those com-
munities," Economic Develop-
ment and Transportation Min-
ister David Akeeagok had said 
in the legislative assembly in 

March.  
The Government of Nuna-

vut has earmarked $30 mil-
lion for the five airports. The 
money came from the fed-
eral National Trade Corridors 
Fund.

New template for future
Akeeagok noted that the 

new airport terminal buildings 
will serve as a template for 
other Nunavut communities in 
the future. 

Indeed, the GN's tender 
informs architectural and 
engineering firms vying for 
the design contract that bids 
will encompass work on all 
five community airports and 

that the territorial government 
reserves the right to use the 
designs elsewhere in Nunavut. 

The building process is tar-
getted to essentially be done 
by the end of 2023, according 
to the GN. 

"It would be a wonderful 
thing," Naujaat Mayor Alan 
Robinson said of the prospect-
ive new air terminal building 
for his community. 

Naujaat's existing 1981 
model remains "neat and tidy," 
according to Robinson, "but 
surely it would be a lot nicer if 
it was bigger."   

It appears that his wish 
will be granted. The current 
one-storey building measures 

1,302 square feet. The replace-
ment will be 3,810 square feet 
and will accommodate up to 
100 people. 

The new building will 
feature three airline offices, 
a large public space, public 
washrooms, a ticket area, lug-
gage room, storage room, jani-
tor's closet, mechanical/fan 
room, tank room and a second 
floor Community Aerodrome 
Radio Station observation and 
workspace. 

MLA Cathy Towtongie 
said Chesterfield Inlet "badly 
needs the airport terminal ... 
Chesterfield has not had infra-
structure for their needs for 
years."

The new airport terminals 
in the other communities may 
vary somewhat, but the speci-
fications will be similar. All of 
the existing airport buildings 
in those communities were 
installed in the 1970s or '80s. 

The GN indicated that 
thermosyphon foundations 
are preferred in all locations 
except Kimmirut, where piles 
are to be used. 

Thermosyphons are a 
method of stabilizing build-
ings that rest on permafrost. 

The construction contract-
or will also be responsible for 
the demolition of the old air-
port terminal buildings after 
the new ones are in service. 

GN building new in Naujaat, Kugluktuk, Whale Cove, Kimmirut and Chesterfield Inlet 

photo courtesy of the Government of Nunavut  

Taloyoak's new air terminal opened in 2018. Whale Cove, Naujaat, Chesterfield Inlet, Kugluktuk and Kimmirut are about to enter the design stage for new airport 
buildings as the Government of Nunavut has a $30-million budget for the combined projects. 

ᑕᓗᕐᔪᐊᑉ ᓄᑖᖑᔪᒥ ᖃᖓᑕᓲᓄᑦ ᒥᑦᑕᕐᕕᖓᑕ ᐃᒡᓗᖁᑎᖓ ᒪᑐᐃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 2018–ᒥ. ᑎᑭᕋᕐᔪᐊᖅ, ᓇᐅᔮᑦ, ᐃᒡᓗᓕᒑᕐᔪᒃ, ᖁᕐᓗᖅᑐᖅ ᐊᒻᒪ ᑭᒻᒥᕈᑦ ᐃᑎᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᓂᐊᓕᖅᐳᑦ ᓴᓇᔭᐅᓂᖓᓂ 
ᐱᓕᕆᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᓄᑖᖑᔪᓄᑦ ᒥᑦᑕᕐᕕᖕᒥ ᐃᒡᓗᕐᔪᐊᖑᔪᓄᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᑦ $30-ᒥᓕᐊᓐᓂ ᑮᓇᐅᔭᓂᒃ ᐊᑐᖅᑐᒃᓴᖃᕐᒪᑕ ᑲᑎᙵᓂᐅᔪᓄᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒃᓴᐅᔪᓄᑦ. 

by Derek Neary 
 Northern News Services

Nunavut

Nunavut plans five new 
airport terminals by 2023
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Although Covid-19 has brought uncertainty 
regarding how schools will function, there's 
still excitement among some residents in Coral 
Harbour and Iqaluit as major school expansion 

projects are proceeding. 
Coral Harbour's Sakku School will get a 

10,764-square-foot addition that will include a 
5,673-square-foot gymnasium and a couple of 
new classrooms. There's also plans for a major 
renovation of Sakku School – built in 1979 
and last refurbished in 1994 – and four new 

portable classrooms to serve as the updated 
Nunavut Arctic College Community Learning 
Centre. 

Archie Kolit, chair of the Coral Harbour 
District Education Authority, said the new 
gym will be welcomed because volleyball is 
popular in the community and the existing 
facility's low ceiling is a major impediment to 
the sport. 

"Everyone's excited for it, for the expansion 
especially," said Kolit.

The new community learning centre may 
encourage more people to apply and will be 
a more inviting location for Nunavut Teacher 
Education Program students, he added.

"Having a new building will be a lot bet-
ter," he said.

Accutech Engineering Inc. has been award-
ed the design contracts for the expansion pro-
jects in Coral Harbour and at École des Trois-
Soleils in Iqaluit. The Department of Commun-
ity and Government Services declined to reveal 
the value of the design contracts "because this 
project is still in the RFP (request for proposals) 
process and will remain so until the final con-
tract is awarded," a department spokesperson 
stated. 

Construction is expected to begin in both 
communities during summer of 2021. 

"Certainly Covid has impacted the design 
schedule in 2020-21 but we are hopeful we 
can still hit our target of issuing tenders for 

construction in March 2021. As such we are 
not currently forecasting any project delay in 
regards to Sakku School and École des Trois-
Soleils school expansions due to Covid-19," 
stated Mark McCulloch, senior manager of 
procurement for the Department of Community 
and Government Services.

Floor plans and design layouts are being 
reviewed by the Coral Harbour DEA and 
Commission scolaire francophone du Nunavut 
(CSFN) for the respective projects.

Mathieu Parker, president of CSFN, said 
the expansion of École des Trois-Soleils, 
which opened in 2002, will help meet grow-
ing demand. 

"The number of students at the school has 
been progressively increasing," he said, noting 
that francophone high school students are cur-
rently forced to attend Inuksuk High School 
but they'll be able to carry on their education at 
École des Trois-Soleils after the 16,146-square-
foot addition is complete.

A gymnasium will also be part of the pro-
ject. The French school currently lacks one 
and students consequently travel to Aqsarniit 
Middle School for indoor recreation.  

"It will really sort of allow us make this 
school a fully-functional, full-service school 
for the francophone community here," Parker 
said. 

"I think the kids are really looking forward 
to the opportunity to get their own gym." 

Design phase underway for additions to Coral Harbour and Iqaluit learning facilities  

Sakku School in 
Coral Harbour will 
undergo a major 
renovation, along 
with the building 
being expanded 
to include more 
classrooms and a 
large gym.

photo courtesy of the Department of Education 

Ecole des Trois-Soleils ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓂ 16,000 ᑭᑉᐹᕆᒃᑐᓂ ᐃᓯᒐᓪᓗᐊᖃᖅᐳᑦ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᐊᕈᓯᖃᕈᓐᓇᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᖁᑦᑎᒃᑐᓄᑦ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖕᒥ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑎᐅᔪᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᖏᔪᒥᒃ ᐃᖃᐃᓕᓴᕐᕕᖕᒥ.

by Derek Neary 
 Northern News Services
Coral Harbour/iqaluit

Construction inches closer  
for school expansions
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A new $18.9-million health centre in Tulita is expected 
to make significant improvements to health care delivery for 
residents.

Construction of the new building began this past spring and 
the project is to be completed by fall 2021.

Last September, a design-build contract was awarded to 
Clark Builders. The company completed the first stage of the 
project in the fall of 2019 with a design contract valued at $1.6 
million.

The original Tulita Health Centre and Residence was built 
in 1983 but because of its age, the territorial government 
has determined that it no longer meets health care program 
requirements or energy codes, according to Greg Hanna, 
media spokesperson with the GNWT Department of Infra-
structure.

"The new health centre is expected to be about 1,398 square 
metres (15,048 square feet) and similar to the Level B facilities 
in Fort Providence and Fort Resolution," stated Hanna.

New day program
The GNWT said the facility will see significant improve-

ments to services including a new day program component, 
improvements to the workflow between staff areas and treat-
ment areas, and representation of community culture in the 
planned main lobby and waiting area.

Staffing levels are still to be confirmed, stated Damien 
Healy, communications manager with the department of   
Health and Social Services.

Former Sahtu MLA Daniel Mark McNeely said the Tulita 
Health Centre, which he worked to get funded during his 
tenure in the legislative assembly, is needed because the older 
facility became "substandard to community expectations for 
health delivery."

"The (new) health centre, from the drawings that I have 
seen, is quite a unique building and I think Tulita had out-
grown the older building, which just became outdated," he 
said. "It will have additional treatment rooms and has a built-in 
garage for an ambulance unit, and has a secondary floor for 
transient staff people coming into town. So it is not only for 
health delivery, but it is combined with a built-in garage with 
residential."

Sustainable energy upgrades will be made with heat recov-
ery, an optimized building envelope and use of high-efficiency 
LED lighting.

Since December, Clark Builders has been working on 
design completion and construction. Geotechnical work has 
been completed and the project team met with local hamlet, 
Indigenous groups and other representatives, according to the 
Department of Health and Social services.

McNeely said the new building should be seen in the 
context of growth of construction capital investment that is 
badly needed for the Sahtu region. He said there will also be 

a nursing staff four-plex established in Tulita as well as road 
expansions to the Bear River Bridge and the Prohibition Creek 
Access Road.

He noted that other regional projects include the Colville 
Lake School, which secured funding late last year for this 

year's capital budget to replace two older and separate build-
ings.

Multiple efforts were made to reach Paulie Chinna, MLA 
for Sahtu, as well as Tulita Mayor Rocky Norwegian. Neither 
responded before publication deadline.

by simon Whitehouse 
Northern News Services

Tulita

Old building is dated; new building expected to open in fall 2021

Tulita building $18.9M health centre

A rendering of the 
new 15,048-square-
foot Tulita Health 
Centre that is being 
constructed in the 
Sahtu hamlet by 
Clark Builders. The 
new $18.9-million 
building is to be 
completed by fall 
2021.
image courtesy of the GNWt Department of Infrastructure
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ᐅᓄᕐᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᐃᓄᓕᒫᓄᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᒃᓴᐅᔪᓄᑦ ᐸᕐᓇᒃᑕᐅᔪᓄᑦ 
2020-2021–ᒧᑦ ᓇᑉᐸᖅᑎᕆᓂᐅᔪᒧᑦ ᐊᕐᕌᒎᑉ ᐃᓚᖓᓐᓂ 
ᒥᒃᖠᒋᐊᖅᓯᒪᕗᖅ 24–ᓄᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᒃᓴᓄᑦ ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓇᖅ-19–
ᑰᕋᓗᐊᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ. ᕕᕈᐊᕆᒥ ᑕᒪᑐᒪᓂ ᐊᕐᕌᒎᔪᒥ, ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ 
ᐃᒡᓗᓕᕆᔨᕐᔪᐊᒃᑯᓐᓄᑦ (NHC) ᐅᖃᐅᓯᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᐸᕐᓇᐅᑎᒥᒃ 
ᓇᑉᐸᖅᑎᕆᓂᕐᒥ 130–ᓂ ᐃᓄᓕᒫᓄᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᒃᓴᐅᔪᓄᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ; 
70–ᓂ ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ 60–ᓂ ᐊᓯᖏᓐᓂ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ 
ᓄᓇᓕᐅᔪᓂ.

ᒫᓐᓇ, 46 ᐃᓄᓕᒫᓄᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᒃᓴᐅᔪᑦ ᓇᑉᐸᖅᑎᕆᔭᐅᓂᐊᖅᐳᑦ 
2020-2021–ᒥ ᐊᕐᕌᒎᑉ ᐃᓚᖓᓐᓂ ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓂ. ᐊᓯᖏᑦ 24–
ᖑᔪᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᒃᓴᐅᔪᓄᑦ ᑳᓐᑐᕌᒃᑖᕋᓱᐊᖅᑐᓄᐊᖅᑕᐅᓂᐊᖅᐳᑦ ᔭᓄᐊᕆ 
2021–ᒥ, ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᒪᐃᒃ ᒪᒃᕘᓴᓐ, ᐊᖓᔪᖅᑳᑉ ᑐᖏᓕᖓ 
ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᐅᓚᑦᑎᔨᒻᒪᕆᒃ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᐃᒡᓗᓕᕆᔨᕐᔪᐊᒃᑯᓐᓄᑦ.

"ᐱᔾᔪᑎᖃᖅᑐᒧᑦ ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓇᖅ-19–ᒧᑦ ᐃᓚᖓᒍᑦ 
ᓱᒃᑲᐃᒡᓕᒋᐊᕐᓂᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐱᓕᕆᓂᖃᕐᓂᕐᒥ ᓄᓇᓕᖅᐸᐅᔭᒥ 
ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓂ ᐱᔭᕇᖅᓯᓇᓱᐊᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᒃᓴᓄᑦ ᓄᓇᒃᓴᖏᓐᓂ 
ᕿᒥᕐᕈᐊᖅᑕᑦᑎᓐᓂ ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᑎᑦᑎᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐱᔪᓐᓇᐅᑎᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐱᔭᕇᖅᓯᓂᕐᒥ ᓴᓇᓂᕆᔭᑦᑎᓐᓂ ᓄᓇᓕᖅᐸᐅᔭᒧᑦ," ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 
ᒪᒃᕘᓴᓐ.

ᓱᒃᑲᐃᒡᓕᒋᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᑦ ᑕᐃᒪᐃᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᓄᓇᓕᖅᐸᐅᔭᖅ 
ᒪᑐᐃᖓᓚᐅᙱᒻᒪᑦ ᐃᓄᓕᒫᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐅᐸᒃᓯᒪᓂᕐᓄᑦ 
ᑲᑎᒪᓂᐅᔪᓄᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᓚᐅᙱᒻᒪᑕ, ᐃᓚᒋᐊᖅᓯᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ.

ᑭᓯᐊᓂ, ᑕᒪᒃᑭᓄᑦ ᐊᓯᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ ᓄᓇᓕᐅᔪᓄᑦ 
60–ᓂ ᐃᒡᓗᒃᓴᐅᔪᓂ ᓱᓕ ᓴᓇᔭᐅᓂᐊᖅᐳᑦ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᕐᒥ 
ᐸᕐᓇᒃᑕᐅᓯᒪᓚᐅᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂ. ᓇᐅᔮᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᒥᑦᑎᒪᑕᓕᒃ ᑕᑯᓂᐊᖅᐳᑦ 
15–ᓂ ᐊᖏᕐᕋᒃᓴᓂ ᓴᓇᔭᐅᔪᓂ ᐊᑐᓂ ᓄᓇᓕᐅᔪᓂ. ᓴᓂᕋᔭᒃ 
ᐊᒻᒪ ᑰᒑᕐᔪᒃ ᓴᓇᕕᒃᓴᐅᑕᐅᓂᐊᖅᐳᑦ 10–ᓂ ᐃᒡᓗᒃᓴᓂ ᐊᑐᓂ.

ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᐃᒡᓗᓕᕆᔨᕐᔪᐊᒃᑯᑦ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᖃᓚᐅᕆᕗᖅ 
ᓴᓇᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᑕᓪᓕᒪᓂ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑎᓄᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᒃᓴᐅᔪᓂ ᐊᑐᓂ 
ᒪᓕᒃᑐᓂ ᓄᓇᓕᐅᔪᓂ: ᐅᖅᓱᖅᑑᖅ, ᖁᕐᓗᖅᑐᖅ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓴᓂᑭᓗᐊᖅ.

ᐅᓇ ᐸᕐᓇᐅᑎ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᐃᓐᓇᕐᓂᐊᖅᐳᖅ ᐊᑕᐅᓯᕐᒥ 
ᐊᔾᔨᒋᙱᓐᓂᓕᖕᒥ, ᓴᓂᑭᓗᐊᖅ ᑎᓴᒪᐃᓐᓇᓂ ᓴᓇᓂᐊᖅᐳᑦ 
ᑕᓪᓕᒪᐅᙱᖔᖅᑐᒥ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑎᓄᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᒃᓴᖏᓐᓂ ᑕᒪᑐᒪᓂ 
ᓇᑉᐸᖅᑎᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐊᕐᕌᒎᑉ ᐃᓚᖓᓐᓂ.

ᒪᒃᕘᓴᓐ ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑎᓄᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᒃᓴᖓᓄᑦ 
ᑭᖑᕙᕆᐊᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᕗᖅ ᐱᔾᔪᑎᖃᖅᑐᒥ ᓄᓇᒃᓴᖓᓂ 
ᐊᑲᐅᙱᓕᐅᕈᑕᐅᔪᒧᑦ.

$70 ᒥᓕᐊᓐᐸᓗᖕᓂ ᑲᑎᖅᓱᖅᑕᐅᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᑦ ᑮᓇᐅᔭᑦ 
ᑐᖅᑯᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᐱᕈᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᑎᑕᐅᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᐃᓄᓕᒫᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑎᓄᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᒃᓴᓄᑦ ᓴᓇᔭᐅᓂᐅᓂᐊᖅᑐᓄᑦ 2020-
2021–ᒧᑦ ᐊᕐᕌᒎᑉ ᐃᓚᖓᓐᓂ, ᐃᓱᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑐᒥ ᐅᒃᑐᐱᕆ 
2021–ᒥ.

"ᑕᑯᕗᖓ ᐱᓕᕆᓂᐅᔪᖅ ᑕᐃᒪᐃᒐᔪᖕᓂᖓᓂ 
ᓇᑉᐸᖅᑎᕆᓂᐅᔪᒧᑦ," ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ.

ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᐃᒡᓗᓕᕆᔨᕐᔪᐊᒃᑯᓐᓄᑦ ᐊᖓᔪᖅᑳᑉ ᑐᖏᓕᖓ 
ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᓇᑉᐸᖅᑎᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐊᕐᕌᒎᑉ ᐃᓚᖓ, ᐱᒋᐊᒐᔪᒃᑐᒥ 
ᒫᔾᔨᒥ ᐊᐃᑉᕆᓕᒥᓪᓘᓐᓃᑦ, ᓵᙵᓯᒪᕗᖅ "ᐃᓚᖏᓐᓂ ᒥᑭᑦᑑᑎᓂᒃ 
ᑭᖑᕙᕆᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᓂ" ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓇᖅ-19–ᑯᕋᓗᐊᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ.

ᒪᐃ 28–ᒥ, ᓗᐊᓐ ᑯᓱᒐᖅ, ᒥᓂᔅᑕ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᓐᓂᓪᓗ 
ᐱᔨᑦᑎᕋᖅᑎᒃᑯᑦ, ᐅᖃᐅᓯᖃᓪᓚᕆᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᐃᓱᒪᓕᐊᖑᔪᒥ ᓯᕗᒻᒧᑦ 
ᐃᖏᕐᕋᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᓇᑉᐸᖅᑎᕆᓂᕐᒥ ᐊᕐᕌᒎᑉ ᐃᓚᖓᓐᓂ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ 
ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓇᖅ-19–ᑰᕋᓗᐊᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ.

ᐃᓚᖃᖅᑐᒥ ᐃᓄᖕᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ 
ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑎᖁᑎᖏᓐᓂ, ᐊᔪᙱᑦᑎᐊᖅᑐᓂ ᓴᓇᔨᐅᔪᓂ 
ᖃᓪᓗᓈᑦ ᓄᓇᖓᓐᓂ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᐱᓕᕆᕗᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᒃᓴᓄᑦ 
ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᔪᓄᑦ.

ᑕᒪᕐᒥᒃ ᖃᓪᓗᓈᑦ ᓄᓇᖓᓐᓂ ᓇᑉᐸᖅᑎᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᓴᓇᔨᐅᔪᑦ 
ᓴᓇᔪᓂ ᐃᒡᓗᒃᓴᐅᔪᓄᑦ ᒪᓕᑦᑎᐊᖅᐳᑦ ᐱᔭᕆᐊᖃᓪᓚᕆᒃᑐᓂ 
ᐅᓪᓗᓂ–14-ᓂ ᐅᐸᒃᑕᐅᑦᑕᐃᓕᒪᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᑯᓂᐅᓂᖓᓂ, 
ᓇᓗᓇᐃᖅᓯᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᒪᒃᕘᓴᓐ. ᐅᑯᐊ ᐊᔪᙱᓐᓂᖃᑦᑎᐊᖅᑐᑦ 
ᓴᓇᔨᐅᔪᑦ ᐅᐸᒃᑕᐅᑦᑕᐃᓕᒪᕙᒃᐳᑦ ᑯᐸᐃᒃ ᓄᓇᓕᖅᐸᐅᔭᖓᓂ, ᐋᑐᕚ, 
ᐅᐃᓂᐱᐊᒡ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᐊᑦᒪᓐᑕᓐᒥ, ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ.

ᒫᓐᓇᒧᑦ ᑎᑭᖦᖢᒍ 70 ᓇᑉᐸᖅᑎᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᓴᓇᔨᐅᔪᓂ 
ᐅᐸᒃᑕᐅᑦᑕᐃᓕᒪᓂᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᑐᔪᕐᒥᕕᐅᔪᓂ ᑕᐃᔭᐅᓯᒪᔪᓄᑦ. 
ᑲᒻᐸᓂᐅᔪᖅ ᑐᓂᔭᐅᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᓇᑉᐸᖅᑎᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᑳᓐᑐᕌᖑᔪᓂ 
ᐅᕘᓇ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᐃᒡᓗᓕᕆᔨᕐᔪᐊᒃᑯᓐᓄᑦ ᐃᑲᔪᖅᓯᖅᑕᐅᒋᕗᑦ 
ᐅᐸᒃᑕᐅᑦᑕᐃᓕᒪᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᑭᓕᐅᑎᓂᒃ.

ᑕᐅᑐᒃᖢᒍ ᐊᕐᕌᓂᓂ ᓇᑉᐸᖅᑎᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐊᕐᕌᒎᑉ ᐃᓚᖓᓐᓂ, 
ᐅᓄᕐᓂᐅᔪᑦ ᓇᑉᐸᖅᑎᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᓴᓇᔨᐅᔪᑦ ᓴᓇᔪᓂ ᐃᒡᓗᒃᓴᓂ 
ᒥᒃᖠᒋᐊᖅᓯᒪᙱᓚᖅ ᑕᒪᑐᒪᓂ ᐊᕐᕌᒎᑉ ᐃᓚᖓᓐᓂ 
ᐱᔾᔪᑎᖃᖅᑐᒧᑦ ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓇᖅ-19–ᒧᑦ, ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᒪᒃᕘᓴᓐ.

ᐊᖏᓛᖑᔪᖅ ᐊᒃᓱᕈᕈᑕᐅᔪᖅ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᐃᒡᓗᓕᕆᔨᕐᔪᐊᒃᑯᓐᓄᑦ 
ᑭᓯᐊᓂ, ᐊᒥᓱᓄᑦ ᖃᓂᒻᒪᓐᓇᐅᔪᒥ, "ᑕᒪᐃᑎᒍᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᓂᐅᔪᒧᑦ 
ᐊᒃᓱᕈᕈᑕᐅᔪᓂ" ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓱᐃᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐃᓂᒋᔭᐅᓂᐊᖅᑐᓄᑦ ᑐᔪᕐᒥᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᓇᑉᐸᖅᑎᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᓴᓇᔨᐅᔪᓄᑦ, ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᒪᒃᕘᓴᓐ.

ᖃᖓᑦᑕᐅᑎᒃᓴᖏᓐᓂ ᒪᓕᒃᑐᓂ ᐅᓪᓗᓂᑦ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑎᐅᔪᓄᑦ 
ᐃᓯᕆᐊᖃᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᐅᐸᒃᑕᐅᑦᑕᐃᓕᒪᓂᐅᔪᒧᑦ ᑐᔪᕐᒥᕕᐅᔪᒧᑦ 
ᐊᒃᓱᕈᕐᓇᖅᓯᒪᕗᖅ, ᐅᓂᒃᑳᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ.

ᐅᓇ ᐃᓚᖃᖅᐳᖅ ᓯᕗᓂᐊᓂ–ᐸᕐᓇᐃᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐋᔩᖃᑎᖃᕐᓂᕐᒥ ᑲᒻᐸᓂᐅᔪᓂ, ᓇᑉᐸᖅᑎᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑎᐅᔪᓄᑦ, ᑐᔪᕐᒥᕕᐅᔪᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᙱᑦᑐᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᓐᓂ.

"ᑕᒪᐃᑎᒍᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᓂᐅᔪᒧᑦ ᐊᒃᓱᕈᕈᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ, ᑭᓯᐊᓂ 
ᐅᐱᒍᓱᒃᐳᒍᑦ ᓯᕗᒻᒧᑦ ᐃᖏᕐᕋᔪᓐᓇᓚᐅᕋᑦᑕ, ᐊᑭᓕᒐᒃᓴᕗᓪᓗ 
ᐃᑲᔪᖅᓱᐃᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥᐅᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᓄᖕᓂ ᐱᓂᐊᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂ 
ᓄᑖᓂᒃ ᐃᒡᓗᒃᓴᓂ ᓴᓇᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ," ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᒪᒃᕘᓴᓐ.

ᐃᓚᖓᓐᓂ ᓱᒃᑲᐃᒡᓕᒋᐊᕐᓂᖃᖅᐳᖅ ᐱᔪᓐᓇᐅᑎᓄᑦ, ᑭᓯᐊᓂ 'ᐱᓕᕆᓂᐅᔪᖅ ᑕᐃᒪᐃᒐᔪᖕᓂᖓᓂ ᓇᑉᐸᖅᑎᕆᓂᐅᔪᒧᑦ'

ᓇᑉᐸᖅᑎᕆᓂᕐᒥ ᐃᓄᓕᒫᓄᑦ 
ᐃᒡᓗᒃᓴᐅᔪᓄᑦ ᒥᒃᖠᒋᐊᖅᐳᖅ 24–ᓄᑦ

Rajnesh Sharma/NNSL photo

A public housing project completed recently in Iqaluit.
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Before she died, Madeline Nelner was still very independent. 
She was able to get around her hometown of Fort Simpson to 
frequent her regular spots: church, the coffee shop, the post 
office and visiting with loved ones.

For her son Dennis Nelner, it broke his heart when she had 
to seek long-term care in Yellowknife – several hours away by 
road, or an hour's flight.

"It kept her away from Simpson for almost two years," he 
said. "That was a big problem that she had because it kept her 
away from family and friends and things that she was used to.

"Those are very precious moments for Elders."
Now, two years after his mother's death, Nelner is taking 

steps to solve that problem. He's working towards converting his 
late mother's family home into a long-term care facility (LTC) 
for Fort Simpson. The project is called Ama's House: Madeline 
Nelner LTC Facility – ama meaning mother in Dene Zhatie. 

In a Facebook post introducing the project, Nelner said the 
home helps to fulfill his mother's wish of offering her home for 
community service. 

"Mom understood how it felt to leave home and the uncer-
tainty of being away from loved ones due to lack of medical 
treatment in a small, rural Northern community," he said. 
"Homeless, family and friends, anyone needing a safe place to 
stay would find themselves at her house. Mom's door was always 

open, that was her way of helping people."
Though Nelner is considering expanding the building, as it 

stands Ama's house would have five beds for its residents, in 
addition to space for a live-in personal support worker or regis-
tered nurse for 24-hour care. Nelner said the building is in the 
middle of town so that residents can still be in close proximity 
to everything they rely on.

It's important, he said, that the facility is 
entirely wheelchair accessible so that any person 
who uses a wheelchair can "function indepen-
dently inside that facility."

Fort Simpson does have an existing LTC 
facility, though it is often at capacity. It houses 
17 residents and, to date, there are three people 
on the waiting list. 

Damien Healy, a spokesperson with GNWT's 
department of Health and Social Services, said 
that the project "is a positive step forward for the 
community of Fort Simpson, as this project will 
provide an option for seniors or persons with dis-
abilities who require accessible housing options 
and supports. We look forward to working with 
Mr. Nelner and wish his project success."

With all the design and up-front work laid out, Nelner said 
it's now "just a matter of meeting the needs of CMHC (Canada 
Mortgage and Housing Corporation), which is going to be our 
lead partner on this.

"I think we're at a point now where we've met all the condi-
tions, we checked off all the boxes, and we're ready to submit a 
formal application," he said. "If the funding is approved, we can 
start hopefully this year to get it off the ground."

Following a presentation to the region's wellness council and 
an online survey made available to the community, Nelner said 

"it's been overwhelming support."
If all goes as planned, Nelner sees his repur-

posing of his mother's house as "a good invest-
ment into the North" that could be used as a 
template for other communities. 

"Mine is going to be for long-term care but 
there could be homeless shelters or women's shel-
ters, things like that can be developed in other 
communities." he said.

For the next steps for developing Ama's 
House LTC, Nelner is working with a business 
consultant to help navigate the many moving 
parts. He's working on securing funding, meet-
ing infrastructure requirements and partnering 
with social services to make the project a reality. 

While he does not yet have a concrete time 
line, Nelner hopes to honour his mother in open-

ing the LTC facility some time next year. 
"If you know a little bit about my mom, she has a long record 

of community service," he said. "Everyone knows and loves my 
mom. She's the one that's selling it, not me."

Project 'a positive step forward for Fort Simpson'

Ama's House a tribute 
to Fort Simpson Elder

by Natalie Presman 
Northern News Services

Lidlii Kue/Fort simpson

photo courtesy of Dennis Nelner

An interior view of the future Ama's House: Madeline Nelner Long-Term Care Facility while the building is being converted. 

MADElINE NElNER
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The number of public housing units planned for the 2020-
2021 construction season has been reduced by 24 units amid 
Covid-19. In February of this year, the Nunavut Housing Cor-
poration (NHC) announced a plan of constructing 130 public 
housing units in the territory; 70 in Iqaluit and 60 in other 
Northern communities.

Now, 46 public housing units are to be constructed for the 
2020-2021 season in Iqaluit. The other 24 housing units will 
be put out for tender in January 2021, said Mike McPherson, 
vice-president and chief operating officer of NHC.

"Due to Covid-19 there were some slowdowns dealing with 
the City of Iqaluit to finalize the lots that we're looking at for 
development permits and finalizing our designs with the city," 
said McPherson.

The slowdowns occurred since the city was not open to the 
public and in-person meetings were not held, he added.

However, for all the other Northern communities 60 units 
will still be built as originally planned. 

Naujaat and Pond Inlet will see 15 residences built in each com-
munity. Hall Beach and Kugaaruk are set to build 10 houses each.

The NHC had also announced the building of five staff 
housing units in each of the following communities: Gjoa 
Haven, Kugluktuk and Sanikiluaq.

This plan is being upheld with one exception, Sanikiluaq 
will build four instead of five staff housing units this construc-
tion season. 

McPherson said a staff housing unit has been deferred due 
to land issues.

Approximately $70 million has been allocated into the pub-
lic and staff housing builds for the 2020-2021 season, which 
ends in October 2021.

"I do see business as usual for construction," he said.
The NHC vice-president said the construction season, 

which usually begins in March or April, has faced "some min-
imal delays" amid Covid-19.

On May 28, Lorne Kusugak, minister of Community and 
Government Services, officially announced the decision to 
move forward with the construction season in Nunavut despite 
Covid-19.

Alongside Inuit and Northern workforce, skilled workers 
from southern Canada are working on housing projects.

All southern construction workers building housing units 
are complying to the strict requirements of the 14-day isola-

tion period, assured McPherson. These skilled workers are 
isolating in Quebec City, Ottawa, Winnipeg and Edmonton, 
he said. To date 70 construction workers have isolated in hubs. 
The companies that have been awarded construction tenders 
through NHC are being assisted with quarantine fees.

Compared to last year's construction season, the number of 
construction workers building houses has not decreased this 
season due to Covid-19, said McPherson.

The greatest challenge for NHC however, during the pan-
demic, has been a "logistical challenge" around organizing the 
hubs for the construction workers, said McPherson.

Making flight arrangements that coincide with the days 
employees are scheduled to check into an isolation hub has 
been a challenge, he explained. 

This involves pre-planning and communicating with com-
panies, construction workers, hubs and the Department of 
Health.

"It has been a logistical challenge, but we're proud that we 
managed to move forward with all our bills to support Nuna-
vummiut and Inuit for getting new housing constructed," said 
McPherson.

Nunavut News reached out to the City of Iqaluit for com-
ment, but did not hear back before press time.

Some slowdown in permitting, but 'business as usual for construction'

Construction of Nunavut 
public housing units reduced

Manny Noble photo courtesy of GN

A foundation from a housing construction project in Arctic Bay from 2019. Approximately $70 million has been allocated into the public and staff housing builds 
for the 2020-2021 season, which ends in October 2021. 

ᑐᙵᕕᓕᐊᖑᔪᒥ ᐃᒡᓗᓕᐅᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᓇᑉᐸᖅᑎᕆᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒃᓴᐅᔪᒥ ᐃᒃᐱᐊᕐᔪᖕᓂ 2019–ᒥ. $70 ᒥᓕᐊᓐᐸᓗᖕᓂ ᑲᑎᖅᓱᖅᑕᐅᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᑦ ᑮᓇᐅᔭᑦ ᑐᖅᑯᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᐱᕈᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᑎᑕᐅᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᐃᓄᓕᒫᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑎᓄᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᒃᓴᓄᑦ ᓴᓇᔭᐅᓂᐅᓂᐊᖅᑐᓄᑦ 2020-2021–ᒧᑦ ᐊᕐᕌᒎᑉ ᐃᓚᖓᓐᓂ, ᐃᓱᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑐᒥ ᐅᒃᑐᐱᕆ 2021–ᒥ.

by rajnesh sharma 
 Northern News Services

Nunavut
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Of all the possible descriptions of his com-
pany's activities, Rod McCarthy offered "build-
ings, we just love buildings."

Wearing a leather cowboy hat and sitting on 
the deck of his home-based Yellowknife busi-
ness New Age Construction, McCarthy talks 
about his work as more of a passion than a job.

His company, launched in 1996 works 
across the NWT and in parts of Nunavut in 
general construction work and in constructing 
the footings for prefabricated buildings.

"I called it New Age because I bought all 
the new tools and vehicles that are out on the 
market," he said. 

McCarthy employs a range of people, from 
five up to 20 depending on the project and 
deadlines.

Most of the projects he takes on are for the 
GNWT and Government of Nunavut.

"We like to do $3 million to $4 million 
worth of work (per year)," he said. "Some pro-
jects last a year. Housing isn't profitable for us. 
We like doing buildings. Buildings are better. 
You get two duplexes, that's basically a build-
ing because it's (worth) over $2 million. I like 
doing it so that it lasts a year."

As he speaks, two members of his crew use 
an electric saw to size up wooden footings for 
an upcoming project in Fort Simpson.

McCarthy explains that he does all of the 
components for the job in the yard behind his 
house. The steel rebar pieces are cut and bent 
there using a rebar bender, and the boards for 
the footings cut and put together. Once on the 
site in Fort Simpson, concrete for the founda-
tion and walls will be poured into the footings.

The Fort Simpson job will be two duplexes 
for the GNWT, a project worth more than $2 
million that will last about eight months.

Just as hobbies don't take seasonal breaks, 
neither does McCarthy.

"We never slow down at all actually. We 
work 12 months a year. We might take two or 
three weeks off at Christmas time to give the 
boys a break. Winter, summer, it don't matter."

McCarthy tries to share his company's 

expertise when they travel around the North on 
building projects.

They take a "skeleton crew" of three or four 
skilled workers and foremen into a community 
and train local people.

"That's our motto. It's economical for New 
Age to do it that way and we get pride when we 
leave there because we train people. If we have 
to go back we look up the same guys we trained 
and they know how to build from the bottom up, 
and that's very cool.

"If anyone in the community wants to 
apprentice we help them get into the apprentice 
program and help them get their hours and teach 
them the trade."

He shakes his head at the notion that the 
Covid-19 pandemic has had any significant 
effect on his company. New Age has mostly been 
spared the economic devastation experienced by 
other companies in the NWT due to Covid.

The construction industry in general has 
faced some issues with delayed supplies since 

the pandemic hit, but it has been a minor prob-
lem for his company, McCarthy explained.

"The suppliers, they knew this was coming at 
us – (so) buy more. Start building up stock. I've 
done that. I bought probably 30 per cent more 
supplies in the last year."

The fact that more government staff are 
working at home because of the pandemic has 
slowed down his interaction with them.

"It's not as fast as it used to be. The produc-
tion is down on the government side as it would 
be because no one is watching them (at home). 
When you're at home working it relaxes people," 
he said.

Worker shortages or schedule delays haven't 
been a problem. He hasn't laid anyone off. All 
of his staff are from Yellowknife and they don't 
travel outside the NWT for work.

The exception has been his superintendent 
and quality control partner Darrel McNeil, who 
has been self-isolating for two weeks in Hay 
River, after he visited family in Edmonton.

"We have work in Hay River which we can't 
even try to start to do now, that ECE (Educa-
tion, Culture and Employment) building down 
there. He's basically stuck and I'm basically 
stuck for two weeks.

"He's not finishing the job on the ECE 
building because he has to wait two weeks. It 
slows down production 100 per cent for two 
weeks."

While McCarthy supports the Covid restric-
tions, the work on the ECE Service Centre 
renovation in Hay River has been completely 
paused, and in turn the upcoming Fort Simp-
son project has been delayed.

But he shrugs off the delay, saying that in 
the meantime he can prepared his telehand-
lers, machines and materials for loading onto 
trucks.

Next week McNeil will be finished his 
self-isolation and his crew will head to Fort 
Simpson.

"We'll hire some guys and build."

New Age trains where they build
by Blair McBride 

Northern News Services
somba K'e/Yellowknife

'If anyone in the community wants to apprentice we help them'

Blair McBride/NNSL photo

Evan Coe, left, Rod McCarthy and Glen Austin with New Age Construction stand by a wood footing piece for an upcom-
ing project in Fort Simpson.
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Super is happy and he knows it

"If you're happy doing what you're doing, you 
just keep on doing it."

That is Lyndon Kipling's ethos when it comes 
to his own tenure with Rowe's Construction.

"I enjoy what I'm doing and I'm lucky I do."
After working for them in the 1980s and 

'90s, Kipling came back to work for the com-
pany as a project superintendent in 2005. Most 

days, Kipling works 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. at various 
project sites.

He started out driving trucks, cleaning up 
mines, and working on road construction. Now 
he supervises crews of anywhere between two 
and 50 workers doing the same.

Ronald Shaub, the general manager at Rowe's 
Construction, says that Kipling is a leader in the 
construction industry in the North and that his 
skills are one of the reasons for their company's 
success.

He's known the Rowe brothers for close to 40 
years now, so  like his colleague Norwegian, he 
says "it's just like family."

(See related story on page 2.)
In the years he's put in with Rowe, the project 

that most stands out as memorable to Kipling 
was a summer spent cleaning up old mine sites 
on Great Slave Lake.

He describes setting up camp on a barge and 
working on several of the islands around the 
lake with the different crews that came through.

"Not only are these people making a living, 
but they're able to be out on the land as well," 
he says. 

For many projects Kipling travels to different 
communities around the territory. He says one 
of his main focuses is in hiring as many locals 
as possible.

"That's where they're from so they should 
share in the money being spent by the govern-
ment," he says. "I enjoy putting people to work."

by Natalie Pressman 
Northern News Services

NWT

Lyndon Kipling oversees crews of up to 50 people for Rowe's Construction

photo courtesy of Lyndon Kipling

After working for Rowe's Construction in the 1980s and '90s, Lyndon Kipling came back to work for the company as a project superintendent in 2005. Most 
days, Kipling works 7 a.m. to 7p.m. at various project sites.

Millions in highway work still planned

Despite the pandemic slowdown, the Gov-
ernment of the Northwest Territories is pro-
jecting spending more than a quarter-billion 
dollars on critical infrastructure in 2020-2021.

With an estimated $268,455,000 in infra-
structure investments in the 2020 to 2021 
budget (a budget set to change as it was pre-
pared before April), seven NWT highways are 
seeing stretches resurfaced, rehabilitated and 
repaired. Construction projects on the highways 
are set to take place throughout the summers 
until 2023-2024 when they are estimated to be 
completed. 

Highway 1, the
Mackenzie Highway

Runs from Wrigley NWT in Dehcho, down 

into Northern Alberta. 
Highway 1 will be resurfaced along the 

first 70 kilometres of the Alberta stretch, and 
between kilometres 135 to 170 before the high-
way hits the NWT border. Along the Macken-
zie Highway, Trout River Bridge will also be 
rehabilitated.  

Highway 3, the Yellowknife Highway
Runs from the Mackenzie Highway, across 

the Mackenzie River, to the Ingraham trail by 
the Yellowknife airport.

The territory is clearing trees and bushes as 
well as compacting and leveling road surfaces 
along a stretch by Behchoko going towards 
Yellowknife. The Deh Cho Bridge is also 
scheduled for cleaning and erosion control.

Highway 3, ingraham Trail
Runs from Yellowknife to Tibbitt Lake.

The first 25 kilometres – up until about 
Madeline Lake Territorial Park – will see 
pothole repairs, pavement resurfacing, embank-
ment widening, culvert replacements and rock 
blasting. 

There will also be maintenance on the Baker 
Creek and Yellowknife River Bridges.

Highway 5, Fort smith Highway
Connects Fort Smith to Hay River.
There will be chip seal resurfacing at bridge 

approaches, as well as along 50 or so kilometres 
of the highway's surface. 

Highway 7, Liard Trail
Connects B.C's Northern Rockies, to NWT's 

Dehcho region.
Light construction before the NWT border, 

including embankment widening and culvert 
replacement.

Highway 8, Dempster Highway
Connects the Yukon's Klondike Highway to 

Inuvik, NWT.
This summer there will be some bush and 

tree removal along the highway as well as wid-
ening embankments and reconstruction work. 

There are some culvert replacements also 
scheduled for winter 2021. 

Highway 10, inuvik
Tuktoyaktuk Highway

An all weather road between Inuvik and 
Tuktoyaktuk.

Bridge maintenance is scheduled for this 
summer, and a culvert replacement is scheduled 
for winter 2021. 

Upgrades are also scheduled along the Det-
tah, Raw, and Inuvik Airport Access Roads.

by Natalie Pressman 
Northern News Services

NWT

The pandemic has forced the GNWT to rethink its budgets but roads still need to be
resurfaced and chip sealed, bridges need fixing and culverts need to be replaced
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