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Tegan, Sara and FOTR

Sheila Champion, left, founder of the YK-Stay Calm and Help our elders and sick 
Facebook group grabs some food from Wal-Mart on March 19. With her is helper Katie 
Santos. Champion is helping to ensure the elderly and immuno-vulnerable have plenty 
of food and necessary goods by putting together caregiver packages. Following an 
outpouring of community support this week, she will be travelling to Behchoko with 25  
packages March 21.

Simon Whitehouse/NNSL photo 
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For many Yellowknifers, the city's public 
library is more than a place of learning.

It's a warm reprieve during the winter 
months, a safe place to gather with friends 
and a portal to crucial internet access.

But with the Yellowknife Public Library's 
recent closure amid enhanced health safety 
measures in the fight against COVID-19, 
residents who rely on the space and the servi-
ces provided therein, are feeling the impacts 
of the indefinite shutdown, a byproduct of 
steps taken to keep Northerners safe in the 
wake of the global pandemic.

"It's tough because it's one of the only 
places people can hang out and be warm," 
James Mackeinzo told Yellowknifer. 

He visits the library up to three times a 
day.

Mackeinzo said he often accesses the 
library's free Wi-Fi to connect with friends 
over Facebook or to browse videos on You-
Tube.

On Monday, two days before the territor-
ial government declared COVID-19 a public 
health emergency in the NWT, the city 
announced it would be shutting down the 
library, along with a host of other city-run 
facilities. It closed its doors on Wednesday.

For himself and residents like him who 
frequent the now-shuttered downtown com-
munity hub, Mackeinzo said the library is 
"like home."

"Home is home, you know? Out here it's 
just cold."

To meet the needs of the city's most 
vulnerable residents, the joint day shelter 
and sobering centre, operated by the NWT 
Disabilities Council, provides clients with 
access to internet and other essential ser-
vices.

Following a policy change late last year, 
however, those services were limited to the 
city's homeless: people with housing or other 
permanent living arrangements were barred 
from the building in a bid to serve those 
most in need.

One frustrated resident, who depended 
on the centre despite having housing, said 
the policy shift would drive more at-risk 
residents to the now-closed library.

Other residents who don't access the shel-
ter still rely on the library.

Christos Genovezos is one of them.

What about Wi-Fi?
He was accessing the library's Wi-Fi to 

file income taxes on Monday.
"It's an essential part of Yellowknife. You 

can go on the computers, look for work, print 
documents – basic things. Now, because 
they're shutting it down, you basically just 
have to stay home," said Genovezos.

"They want us to stay in our homes and 
not come out, but you have to live. You have 
to go shopping," continued Genovezos.

"If the library's shut down, how come 
other places, like restaurants, aren't?"

Guy Horesay is a single father who regu-
larly brings his kids to the library.

He kept them at home on Monday.
"I probably come here three days a week 

to use the internet because I don't have it 
at home," said Horesay. "(My kids) enjoy it 
here."

With the library's closure, Horesay said 
he'll have to turn to radio to stay informed.

Bree Denning, executive director at 
the Yellowknife Women's Society, says it's 
important to support residents' affected by 
facility closures.

While Denning said the society-operated 
women's shelter is prepared and well placed 
to confront COVID-19, she does have some 
concerns about how widening health meas-
ures will impact some of the community's 
most vulnerable residents.

Isolation can exasperate mental health 
and addictions issues, she said.

To mitigate those risks, Denning said it's 
important Yellowknifers keep tabs on people 
who are self-isolating or practicing social 
distancing to ensure their wellbeing.

Did we get it wrong?
Yellowknifer is committed to getting facts and 

names right. With that goes a commitment to acknow-
ledge mistakes and run corrections. If you spot an 
error in Yellowknifer, call 873-4031 and ask to speak 
to an editor, or email editorial@nnsl.com. We'll get a 
correction or clarification in as soon as we can.

Shelter policy change exacerbated by COVID closures,
leaving some with dwindling options for where to go

Library closure displaces  
vulnerable Yk residents

by Brendan Burke 
Northern News Services

For many residents like James Mackeinzo, the Yellowknife Public Library is 
"like home." Mackeinzo is grappling with the impacts of the library's closure 
amid widening health safety measures in response to COVID-19.

News
Briefs

At least eight Yk
dentists self-isolate

At least eight dentists in Yellowknife are 
self-isolating amid COVID-19 fears and restric-
tions. 

Seven dentists at Adam Dental Clinic are 
self-isolating for 14 days after they arrived back 
in the NWT, an office receptionist told Yellow-
knifer. It wasn't clear when they arrived here. 
One dentist at Great Slave Family Dental was 
self-isolating for at least two weeks and a sub-
stitute dentist was filling in, said a receptionist. 
Somba Ke and Birchwood dental offices didn't 
respond to a request for comment before press 
deadline. 

The NWT & Nunavut Dental Association 
was considering a recommendation that its 
members suspend services in the territory, said 
executive director Jillian Zdebiak. 

"Right now it's up in the air and we're hav-
ing those discussions (now) and we'll have an 
update (on Wednesday)," she said. 

Several COVID-19 cases have been linked 
to the Pacific Dental Conference held last week 
in Vancouver. 

– Blair McBride

Booze panic ends as  
stores plan to remain open

Liquor stores will remain open with regular 
hours of operation, a GNWT spokesperson told 
Yellowknifer on Thursday.

The confirmation comes a day after the 
Liquor Store in downtown Yellowknife was 
inundated with customers in mid-day following 
a rumour that booze outlets would be closed 
amid COVID-19 restrictions.

"Someone spread a rumour on Facebook that 
we were closing. Yesterday from the time we 
opened until 12 p.m. or 1 p.m. it was crazy," said 
store manager Michelle Dennett.

Some unspecified products sold out during 
Wednesday's run on booze but Dennett said 
stocks were sufficient.

Some liquor stores might begin limiting the 
number of customers to ensure adequate social 
distancing is maintained and start special shop-
ping times for seniors and at-risk individuals, 
the government said.

– Blair McBride

Quality Inn & Suites shutting 
down, moving guests 

Yellowknife's Quality Inn and Suites is 
shutting down and relocating guests amid wid-
ening health safety precautions brought on by 
COVID-19.

The hotel, which is attached to the Centre 
Square Mall on 49 Street, will be closing its 
doors for the next 60 days, Holloway Lodg-
ing Corporation chief operating officer Felix 
Seiler confirmed Thursday. Guests currently 
at the downtown hotel will be relocated to Old 
Airport Road's Super 8 Hotel, also owned by 
Holloway Lodging Corporation, on Saturday, 
said Seiler.

Seiler said there are "very few" guests cur-
rently staying at the hotel, but wouldn't say how 
many.

"Obviously it's a very trying time. This is an 
unprecedented event. We've never, ever experi-
enced anything like this," said Seiler.

It's unclear at this time whether other city 
hotels and motels will follow suit.

Yellowknifer is awaiting a response from 
the Explorer Hotel's general manager, but an 
employee at the hotel said they hadn't received 
any notice from management related to a tem-
porary closure. The Days Inn and Suites con-
firmed there are no current plans to temporarily 
shutter its doors. Check nnsl.com for updates to 
this and other COVID-19 related stories.

– Brendan Burke

Brendan Burke/NNSL photos. 

Christos Genovezos often accesses crucial internet services at the now-shuttered public space. 
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The territory's jails are suspending 
inmate visitations in an effort to combat 
the spread of COVID-19.

Visitors will be barred from entering 
the territory's three jails, Yellowknife's 
North Slave Correctional Complex 
(NSCC), the South Mackenzie Correc-
tional Centre in Hay River and the Fort 
Smith Correctional Complex, as officials 
brace for a potential outbreak.

Exceptions will be made in the event 
of a family death or illness and confi-
dential in-person meetings with lawyers, 
spiritual advisers and Elders will be 
accommodated as "much as possible," 
Justice department spokesperson Sue 
Glowach stated in an email Tuesday.

There were no confirmed COVID-19 

in the territory as of Thursday morning.
The move, mirrored in jails and 

prisons across Canada in the wake of 
the novel coronavirus' spread, is part of 
enhanced health safety measures being 
introduced at Corrections Service-run 
facilities in the NWT, said Glowach.

Inmates will face additional screening 
upon intake with COVID-19 "assessment 
tools," and hygiene practices are being 
ramped up, stated Glowach.

Given close-quartered living condi-
tions, health experts have long noted 
inmate populations' susceptibility to viral 
outbreaks.

In the event of a COVID-19 outbreak 
at NWT jails, Glowach stated a "contin-
gency plan" is in place, but she wouldn't 
elaborate.

"We will not be releasing specific 

details of the plan … it provides for the 
health and safety of the inmates, the staff 
and the community, as well as addressing 
the potential of staffing shortages," she 
stated.

Facilities have the means of "isolat-
ing inmates who are symptomatic," and 
staffing levels are currently stable, stated 
Glowach, adding the justice department 
is working with the NWT Chief Public 
Health Office to "determine the best 
courses of action for implementing isola-
tion and maintaining inmate well being."

As per current recommendations 
from the territory's top doctor Dr. Kami 
Kandola, jail staff that have recently 
travelled internationally or that are 
exhibiting COVID-19 symptoms will be 
asked to self-isolate for two weeks before 
returning to work.

Visits with lawyers, Elders still permitted
by Brendan Burke 

Northern News Services

NNSL file photo

The justice department says it is changing some protocols to reduce the risk of COVID-19 establishing a 
foothold in the NWT's prisoner population.

NWT jails stop 
most visitation
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Health and Social Ser-
vices Minister Diane Thom 
declared a public health emer-
gency over the COVID-19 
threat on Wednesday.

The declaration, recom-
mended by Chief Public 
Health Officer Kami Kan-
dola, will be in effect until 
April 1.

It gives Kandola broad 
powers to respond to the pan-
demic, including legally-bind-
ing orders and travel restric-
tions, to "take any reasonable 
measure considered necessary 
to protect public health," stat-
ed a government news release.

Kandola may now give 
legally binding orders to indi-
viduals and organizations, 
such as business, govern-
ments, agencies and nonprof-
its, it stated.

As a result, she can order 
"major changes" to travel into 
the territory, make individuals 
self-isolate and, call business 
to put emergency measures in 
place, it stated.

While there have been no 
directives under the public 
health emergency, they would 
be based on what services the 
business provided and how 
it could potentially put the 
public at risk, Kandola told 
reporters Wednesday.

"We're doing it now and 
quickly so we're not faced 
with a complete shutdown of 
all businesses," she said. 

She also may:
Authorize qualified people 

to provide additional aid and 
services as needed;

Expedite emergency 
licensing of additional health 
care providers;

Co-ordinate and provide 
for the delivery of medical 
services;

Procure and provide for 
the distribution of medical 
supplies and equipment across 
the NWT.

Kandola said in a state-
ment that the decision was 
based off the "latest medical 
information across the coun-
try and a careful consideration 
of the Northwest Territories' 
unique situation."

Public health emergencies 
may last up to 14 days, but if 
the threat remains Kandola 
can re-declare the emergency 
as often as necessary.

Her efforts are current-

ly focusing on the next 60 
days, which the news release 
described as the "most cru-
cial" period in the territory's 
response to the virus.

Also in the statement, 
Thom said "nothing is off-
the-table" in the government's 
response to the pandemic.

Virus 'inevitable' in NWT, 
Kandola says

Premier Caroline Coch-
rane told reporters on Wed-
nesday that the government's 
steps may seem "dramatic," 
but were necessary to less-
en the impact of the virus. 
Thom similarly said the 
actions weren't "fearful," but 
proactive and that tests were 
being speedily administered.

There have 153 test results 
received so far, all negative, 
as of Wednesday afternoon. 
There are another 119 pend-
ing. Transport challenges to 
Alberta are the cause behind 
the length between test and 
results, territorial medical dir-

ector Dr. Sarah Cook said.
As Yukon and Nunavut 

both declared emergencies 
alongside NWT, Kandola said 
"speed trumps perfection" and 
that the best way forward was 
to exercise her authority. 

That can be key for remote 
communities, she said, where 
the government aims to 
expand virtual care through 
commercial apps to tamp 
down on travel.

Small communities with 
crowded households and lim-
ited health-care resources and 
nursing staff were in particu-
lar risk, she said. If COVID-
19 is introduced in small 
communities, it could spread 
quickly, she said. 

In that case, a small num-
ber of cases could overwhelm 
capacity of NWT's hospitals, 
she said. That meant having 
to slow the spread to avoid 
spreading resources too thin.

Cook said there were six 
ICU beds at Stanton Territor-
ial Hospital. There are also 13 

ventilators, including ambu-
lance transport ventilators. 

If the territory's need over-
whelms its ventilator cap-
acity, residents would be able 
to use Alberta services, she 
said. Similarly, the govern-
ment is looking to expand its 
call-in capacity for concerned 
residents facing a significant 
backlog. 

Originally, GNWT looked 
to partner with Alberta 811, its 
telehealth service, for assist-
ance, but it was also over-
whelmed. Currently, it's aim-
ing to increase the number 
of staff answering calls and 
expand to email.

As NWT prepares for 
what she called an "inevit-
able" appearance of the virus, 
Kandola advised residents to 
practice health guidelines and 
stay informed. 

"You don't want to be the 
one person that introduces 
COVID-19 into a small com-
munity, with devastating con-
sequences," Kandola said.

Order in effect until April 1

NWT declares public 
health emergency

by Nick Pearce 
Northern News Services

Health minister Diane 
Thom, left, and Premier 
Caroline Cochrane 
speak to reporters 
about the public health 
emergency at the 
legislative assembly 
March 18.
Nick Pearce/NNSL photo
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Police in Yellowknife have 
charged two people following an 
armed robbery at a city convenience 
store earlier this week.

Yellowknife RCMP appealed to 
the public in an effort to identify a 
male suspect they say brandished a 
knife before robbing the Circle K 
convenience store, located at the cor-
ner of Franklin Avenue and Forrest 
Drive, early Tuesday.

The investigation led police to a 
city home on Wednesday evening, 
according to a news release issued by 
Mounties Thursday.

Police executed a search warrant 

and two people were arrested at the 
scene.

Police say they are not seeking 
any other suspects in relation to the 
armed robbery.

Devon Larabie, 27, of Yellow-
knife, is charged with robbery and 
possessing a weapon for a dangerous 
purpose.

Maiya Klengenberg, 18, also from 
Yellowknife, faces the same charges, 
along with two counts of failing to 
comply with release conditions.

Both remain in custody.
Larabie was scheduled to appear 

in court Thursday. 
Klengenberg is set to appear in 

court on Friday.

Knife brandished at Circle K
Pair charged in connection with armed robbery

by Brendan Burke 
Northern News Services

rCMP photo

Yellowknife RCMP appealed to the public in an 
effort to identify a male suspect they say bran-
dished a knife before robbing the Circle K conven-
ience store.
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Indie rockers Tegan and Sara will head-
line Folk on the Rocks this July – as long as 
COVID-19 doesn't spoil the party.

In a Thursday news statement, the festival 
said it is confident the virus will be under 
control by the time performers take the stage 
on the weekend of July 17. Other performers 
slated to play include NWT's PIQSIQ and 
Digawolf, according to the festival's second 
line-up announcement.

"At the time of writing, the risk of COVID-
19 is low in our community and we are 
confident that the current social-distancing 

precautions being taken will have alleviated 
in time for Folk On The Rocks this July," the 
organizers said in a news release.

Previously announced artists include Joel 
Plaskett, Fred Penner and 2019 Polaris Prize 
winner Haviah Mighty. Thursday's line-up 
announcement adds Delhi 2 Dublin, Mo Ken-
ney and Donovan Woods and the Opposition 
to that list.

If the festival doesn't go ahead, all tickets 
will be refunded, the news release stated.

In the meantime, organizers said they were 
monitoring the situation and were "prepared to 
take direction from the Northwest Territories 
Public Health Officer closer to festival season."

Organizers confident virus threat will subside in time for festival

Folk on the Rocks plows ahead

by Nick Pearce 
Northern News Services

photo courtesy of Trevor Brady

Tegan and Sara are set to headline Folk on the Rocks this July, if COVID-19 doesn't derail the festival.
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Editorial & opinions

Supply chains are 
becoming a major 
concern as govern-
ment shuts down the 
economy to slow the 
progress of the novel 
coronavirus. The crisis 
represents a major test 
of confidence for our 
leaders.
            NNSL file photo

The CovId-19 crisis will place all 
levels of government to a test that 
hasn't been seen since the second 
world war.

Protecting people from infection 
is one thing, but keeping them fed, 
housed and cared for as the entire 
economy shuts down will be our 
elected leaders' greatest, long-term 
challenge.

surveying actions being taken now 
across the country, it seems most 
jurisdictions are essentially shutting 
down most of their economies.

In Yellowknife, restaurants are clos-
ing, bars are dark and coffee shops 
are nearly empty. GNwT employees 
have been told to work from home 
and the tourism industry is on a 
forced hiatus. arenas and schools are 
closed and recreation programs sus-
pended. all of this flows from govern-
ment decree of some form at some 
level.

But how long can this go on before 
the economy — the vital component 
of our society, which provides jobs 
and pay taxes to government for 
social programs — simply dries up to 
the point of no return? Is that period 
of time two weeks? one month? 

how long can employees in the ser-
vice or hospitality industry – who do 
not enjoy the same level of benefits 
that the well-protected GNwT work-
ers have —  remain without incomes 
to pay rents, car loans or mortgages? 
ottawa has promised support but 
how will all that work out with most 
government workers hunkered down 

at home?
right now, everyone is willing to 

go along with government — we have 
seen what is happening in Italy — and 
many of us have also succumbed to 
the social-media hype and engaged 
to some extent in panic buying. right 
now, we are all scared and ready to 
help fight the potential viral arrival.

The NwT does not have a lot of 
extra cash on hand and will largely 
depend on the federal government for 
financial assistance and changes to 
national programs and services. The 
$600,000 of the initial $1 billion sup-
port package Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau first announced was a joke. 
his government got more serious on 
wednesday, with Trudeau announcing 
a $27 billion package in direct sup-
port to Canadian workers and busi-
nesses — from temporary income 
support for workers and parents, to a 
delayed filing date for the 2019 tax 
returns of individuals, to support for 
businesses that are facing revenue 
losses and to help prevent lay-offs. 
But the devil will be in the details and 
the quickness of the role out.

one of the big problems during the 
Great depression was that the banks 
failed and the governments ran out of 

other people's money to spend. That's 
why it's critical that we figure out how 
to keep the private sector running — 
at least at some level — in a way that 
it can quickly get back on its feet 
once the crisis has subsided. 

even more critical for the NwT is 
the need to protect supply chains at 
all cost, to ensure we get items we 
need to live and to keep money is 
trickling through the community. for 
likely the first time since Yellowknife 
relied on barges for resupply, city 
stores were without flour this week – 
a troubling harbinger if there ever was 
one.

Government will need to be nimble. 
It will need to cut red tape, or the 
country will struggle to awake from 
this nightmare once time for hiberna-
tion is over.

for ordinary citizens, government is 
mostly an abstract concept with little 
connection to our day to day lives. we 
pay our taxes to it and the roads get 
paved and the garbage gets taken 
away but other than when we need 
a passport, or a driver's licence, our 
interaction with it is minimal.  

we see the politicians in our news-
papers and the evening news but the 
things they talk about often don't 
seem to impact us at all, or not in a 
way most people notice. 

Government is about to become 
a whole lot bigger in our lives. It's a 
massive challenge for all levels. The 
politics will have to go out the window 
for now. what's needed is seamless 
co-ordination. This is a test our gov-
ernment leaders must pass.

Leadership faces 
its biggest test

Novel coronavirus pandemic puts government 
into driver's seat, so it better drive

Northern News Services

THE ISSUE:
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OuR LEADERS MuST STEP uP
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Tired of all the COVID-19 news? Well 
why not go for a walk outside and do a 
Corvid-19 walk. That is a bit of a bird joke, 
because corvids are a class of birds that 
includes ravens, magpies and crows. So, keep 
count and on a good walk you are liable to 
see at least 19 of them. You could even do a 
contest to see who spots the most in an hour 
or a day.

However, I wouldn't suggest you point a 
yell CORVID because people might panic 
and rush out to buy more toilet paper. Speak-
ing of which, Canada grows a lot of trees, has 
a pulp and paper industry and makes a lot of 
toilet paper, so nationally I don't expect any 
shortages, although with all the hoarding of 
the product there might be some local ones. 
Our local roadside toilets in the NWT have 
been suffering shortage for the last century 
so nothing new there. On a road trip in the 
NWT the motto remains the same BYOTP.

I looked it up and before TP was invented 
in 1857 the toilet paper history site says 
depending on the country, weather conditions, 
social customs and status people used leaves, 
grass, ferns, corn cobs, fruit skins, seashells, 
stones, sand, moss, snow and water. We 
obviously had some mighty tough ancestors. 
They didn't have flush toilets either so going 
to the outhouse or outdoor privy was a com-
mon practice.

When you are out for your corvid spotting 
walk, you can also you pick up a little litter 
on the way and help to clean up the planet. 
Even in winter in amazes me the amount of 
litter one can find. If you want a clean planet 
everyone has to help.

I view life as an adventure and a learn-
ing experience and there is certainly a lot to 
learn these days. Also, one should try to see 
the humour in things. According to the news, 
because of my age, I am in the at-risk group 
but because of my good looks, people may 
not realize this. So, I am thinking of writing 
my age on my forehead with a black magic 
marker. That way people will know to give 
me space and social distancing. It will also 
save being carded, at the grocery store sen-
ior's hour. I can always carry a walking stick 

with me and use it to keep people back.
I wonder what the rules are for poking 

someone with a stick, so they observe the 
correct social distancing. "Honest Your Hon-
our, it wasn't an assault, it was just an teach-
ing the person the correct social distance."

There should be a limit to the number 
of times or hours the news media can claim 
something is breaking news. I thank the heav-
ens they didn't have the news or social media 
when I was a kid. It's no wonder so many 
people have a distorted view of the world. 
How long is the 24/7 coverage of one topic 
going to last? What happened to all the other 
news they used to report?

It seems that this whole thing has caught 
a lot of people and governments unaware or 
not as prepared as they should have been. I 
think the news should have a "flip flop flip" 
count to follow the number of times some 
leaders have change their stance on certain 
issues or aspects of this. Or a "stretch meter" 
to see how far they are stretching the truth 
on things. That would be interesting. Also, 
a delay count. How long between when a 
politician says something before it actually 
happens. Sometimes it is hours, days, weeks, 
months, years or even centuries.

I am looking to buy a T-shirt that says 
I SURVIVED THE 2020 COVID CRISIS, 

with toilet paper to spare. I am optimistic that 
way and after years in the bush I know how 
to improvise when it comes to rationing toilet 
paper. Pieces of old T-shirts work fine you 
just can't flush then down modern toilets. So, 

folks let's all try to make the best out of this 
situation and help one another. 

Remember to stay positive. It doesn't cost 
any more and is better for you psyche. Oh 
look, a CORVID.

Counting corvids to combat COVID

Northern News Services

After animal studies, what are the "phas-
es" for testing a drug?

Phase one is sometimes called a first-in-
human study where 20 to 100 
healthy volunteers will take the 
drug in sub-therapeutic but in 
gradually increasing doses to 
test the efficacy and safety of the 
drug. This phase helps determine 
the optimum range of doses.

In phase two, a larger group 
of volunteers (100 to 300) with 
the specific disease is used to 
determine how well the drug 
works and continually checks the 
safety of the product. Therapeut-
ic doses are used at this stage 
and a decision is made whether 
the drug will be effective at all. 
If it shows promise, it moves to 
the next stage.

During phase three, a longer 
term study is expanded to between 300 and 
3,000 patients with the disease. The efficacy 

of the drug is monitored and researchers 
note any side effects that arise. If the drug 
passes all parameters of safety and efficacy 

at this stage, it is released for 
general use but only after all 
the data has been reviewed by 
Health Canada.

Phase four is also called the 
post-marketing surveillance trial. 
This occurs after the drug has 
been approved by Health Can-
ada. In this phase, data will be 
collected about rare or long-term 
adverse effects over a much lar-
ger population.

These four phases can take 
many years and are designed 
to develop the safest and most 
effective drugs. Phase four can 
even result in some drugs being 
recalled due to serious side 

effects arising that may not have been seen 
during the trials.

CaPSULE 
Comments
Aaron La Borde is  
a pharmacist at  
Sutherland Drugs.

I want a new drug

Flickr photo

In Canada, the approval process for new pharmaceutical drugs involves 
four phases. 

Walt Humphries is a well-known
Yellowknife artist and prospector.

Tales froM
the dump

NNSL file photo

These ravens were ready for the 2010 AWG in Grande Prairie, Alta. The only event they could be involved in this year is 
a corvid count, columnist Walt Humphries writes.
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50 years ago
Private pilot Jim Eccleston and Ted Wool-

frey, both of Yellowknife went out on a Sun-
day to spot caribou near Discovery mine in 
Eccleston's Tailorcraft plane. 

They landed on a small lake and Ted set out 
with his camera to get some pictures. 

After waiting for awhile, Jim took off to 
warm the aircraft up and to see what Ted was 
doing. Just as he was climbing over a rise, the 
plane's engine cut out and he was unable to 
avoid a tall spruce tree.

Fortunately for both men, they were well 
equipped to spend the night in the minus 30 
degree temperatures. They killed a caribou, 
skinned it and used the hide as a sleeping robe. 

The aircraft was not equipped with a radio 
or any emergency signal devices. 

Monday morning local aircraft operators 
and pilots volunteered their services. Search 
and Rescue was also called in and arrived from 
Winnipeg about 8 p.m. Monday night, just 
minutes before Jim McAvoy radioed that he 
had spotted fires and a damaged aircraft. 

Jim landed, picked up the two men and had 
them back in Yellowknife before 9 p.m.

The lost men had heard searching aircraft 
on several occasions, but ground haze made 
them difficult to locate. 

Ted said, "It's quite an experience to hear 
aircraft and wonder when they will spot you." 

Both men expressed appreciation for the 
efforts of everyone involved in the search.

Jim McAvoy who had found 
them, dodged reporters and 
cameras and avoided all post 
rescue interviews. 

40 years ago
Gold had started an upswing 

in the market, as did some of 
the non-precious metals. 

Gold was trading at $631.25 
USD an ounce.

Silver was down a few dol-
lars to $34.50 USD.

Lead was up to 67.42 cents 
per pound, zinc down to 44.06 
cents per pound and copper was 
at $1.3426 a pound all in Can-
adian funds. 

On the money exchange it 
cost $1.1429 Canadian to buy 
one American dollar. 

30 years ago
Yellowknife firefighters were excited when 

they moved into their new firehall at the end 
of February. 

The fire department began using the new 
building at 9 p.m. Monday Feb. 26, 1990.

The building had state of the art equipment. 

The equipment bay was four lanes wide – one 
truck length wider than the old fire hall. 

The hose tower had a built-in washer, men's 
and women's showers in the new dormitory 
and the control room had electronics to open 
the bay doors and switch nearby traffic lights 
automatically. 

Lt. Sandy McPhee said "the 
switches allowed them to open 
all four doors and turn on the 
stoplight at Northlands and 
Confusion Corner."

20 years ago
The TransCanada Trail 

relay arrived in town. A dog 
team transported the vessel of 
water gathered from the Arctic 
Ocean through Yellowknife 
and to the next vessel bearer. 
The relay was the grand open-
ing and fund-raiser for the 
TransCanada Trail, a foot, bike 
and snowmobile trail stretching 
across Canada.

10 years ago
Yellowknifers were enjoying above average 

temperatures that were expected to continue 
for another two weeks. Temperatures were 
hitting highs of 3 C, well above the average 
temperatures of -15 C.

Above average temperatures were causing 
slushy winter roads and the Edmonton meteor-
ologist advised winter road users to be vigilant 
of changing conditions.

McAvoy finds wrecked plane
commentary

LOOKING
Back
with
Candace A. McQuatt

Northern News Services

NNSL file photo

Jim eccleston's downed Tailorcraft plane after its unfortunate meeting with a 
spruce tree, March 1970.
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A multi-million dollar luxury 
lodge project near Dettah has been 
shelved amid a land claims lawsuit 
filed by the Yellowknives Dene First 
Nation (YKDFN) against the territo-
rial government.

The suit concerns the govern-
ment's alleged lack of consultation in 
its use of traditional YKDFN lands 
going back 31 years.  

The lands in question were the 
site of the old Somba K'e Treatment 
Centre, about five kilometres up the 
Dettah Road from the Yellowknives 
community of Dettah. The centre 
has been demolished and the luxury 
Skywatch Lodge and Spa project was 
slated to be built there in 2018. 

Vancouver-based Coromandel 
Properties and Pure North Lodges 
& Camps (previously working as 
Solstice Destinations for the proj-
ect) were the initial partners in the 
scheme.

"(The GNWT) did the land trans-
fer without telling us. They had a 
30-year lease and it expired. In the 
agreement it says the land should 
revert back to the First Nation. But 
they didn't tell us that they sold it 
to somebody. And that somebody 
turned out to be the guy who was 
doing the resort," as Edward Sangris, 
chief of the Dettah YKDFN told Yel-
lowknifer. 

The First Nation is suing the 
GNWT for transferring the land to 
third parties – including Coroman-
del – without consultation, according 
to the statement of claim filed with 
the NWT Supreme Court on July 
21, 2017.

Even though the case was filed 
almost three years ago, the govern-
ment and YKDFN's counsel are still 
gathering their documents, said Mag-
nolia Unka-Wool, one of the lawyers 
representing the First Nation.  

"We're in document phase now. 
The parties usually work together on 
the preparation of those documents 
and getting them together so all 
the evidence is presented to court. 

You never know where it might go. 
When a statement of claim is filed 
it could be a trial or it could settle," 
said Unka-Wool, who works with the 
firm Olthuis, Kleer, Townshend LLP.  

The statement says the project 
site is located on traditional Yel-
lowknives Dene lands, still used for 
hunting and trapping and within Det-
tah's proposed community boundary.

YKDFN is also seeking $5 mil-
lion in damages for the government's 
failure to honour the First Nation's 
Section 35 rights under the Constitu-
tion Act of 1982, which safeguards 
Indigenous and treaty rights.

The First Nation said in the state-
ment that the government's lack of 
consultation over the land's manage-

ment goes back to 1989 when the 
GNWT issued a 30-year lease to 
Northern Addiction Services to build 
the treatment centre.

The land changed hands several 
times without the First Nation being 
consulted, YKDFN said, including 
in July of 2015 when the NWT 
Housing Corporation sold the land 
to Arctic Outback Corporation for 
$880,000 and in November of that 
year when Arctic Outback trans-
ferred it to Coromandel for $1.5 
million.

Coromandel assumed freehold 
tenure over the land, according to a 
report from the Mackenzie Valley 
Land and Water Board (MVLWB).

The real estate firm still legally 

owns the two plots of land at the 
site, according to the certificate of 
title issued by the NWT Land Titles 
Office. 

Construction of 41,000 square 
feet of new buildings for the $25 
million lodge was reported by Yel-
lowknifer to have begun in May of 
2017, with the first guests expected 
to be booked by 2018.

A land and water board report 
confirms that a construction per-
mit was issued to Coromandel that 
month.

But by October of that year con-
struction had paused and Coroman-
del CEO Jerry Zhong said the project 
was on hold, though he anticipated 
work would resume in 2018.

By May 3, 2019 the permit had 
expired and in fact it "was never acti-
vated; as in, they never started activi-
ties that triggered the need for the 
permit," said Shelagh Montgomery, 
MVLWB executive director.

Attempts to reach Zhong for this 
story were unsuccessful and Pure 
North CEO Deneen Allen told Yel-
lowknifer she couldn't comment on 
the project.

As the document phase of the 
lawsuit slowly unfolds, Sangris said 
it's hard to know how things will 
turn out. 

"We don't know what this cur-
rent government is thinking of doing 
about it, we still have to talk with 
them."

Disputed land was site of luxury lodge project, court document says

Yk Dene suing GNWT 
over Dettah Road land claim

by Blair McBride  
Northern News Services

Blair McBride/NNSL photo 

The site where the luxury SkyWatch Lodge and Spa was slated to be built is closed off. It lies about five kilometres north of Det-
tah and is subject to an ongoing land claims lawsuit filed by the Yellowknives Dene First Nation against the GNWT.  

news
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Dan Vandal, Northern 
Affairs minister for the fed-
eral government, said Wed-
nesday's economic stimulus 
package should bring some 
supports for the health-care 
sector and offer some stabil-
ity for businesses and workers 
as the Northwest Territories 
fends off the threat of spread 
of COVID-19.

Vandal provided Yellow-
knifer a phone interview fol-
lowing an extensive "Econom-
ic Response Plan" outlined by 
both Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau and Bill Morneau, 
federal finance minister on 
Wednesday morning.

The economic package 
includes $26 billion in stimu-
lus money to stabilize the 
economy and protect work-
ers and businesses impacted 
by the virus. The specifics 
include money for temporary 
income support for workers 
and parents, additional child 
care supports, a deferment of 
the filing due date for 2019 
tax returns for individuals and 
trusts as well as payments.

The package also includes 
financial support for busi-

nesses to keep their work-
ers from leaving, flexibility 
for businesses filing taxes, 
ensuring that businesses have 
access to credit and supports 
for financial market liquidity.

"I think what we intro-
duced this morning – to help 
EI eligible workers or non-EI 
eligible workers, to help par-
ents with sick children and 
parents forced to stay home or 
workers who became laid off 
and low and modest income 
citizens – will also helping 
many, many families as well," 
Vandal said.

Constant communication
As Northern Affairs min-

ister, Vandal said he has been 
in constant communication 
with territorial premiers as 
well as First Nation, Inuit 
and Metis leaders across the 
North. His role is to funnel 
those concerns up to federal 
cabinet to the prime minister 
and the COVID 19 cabinet 
committee.

Vandal had a teleconfer-
ence meeting with Premier 
Caroline Cochrane on March 
12.

"I met with Premier Coch-
rane last Thursday I think and 

we had a pretty frank discus-
sion about what we need as 
partners," Vandal said.

Cochrane emphasized last 
Friday that the big concern 
for the NWT is for the federal 
government to recognize that 
the territory is unique in hav-
ing 33 communities – many 
of them small and remote – 
that they lack infrastructure, 
access to health care and have 
overcrowded housing com-
pared to the south.

Vandal said he was very 
clear of what Cochrane want-
ed.

"She has made that point 
very clear at every meeting 
that I have had with the pre-
mier and that is why we are 
putting an emphasis on this 
disease and virus from get-
ting up there," Vandal said 
when asked about these con-
cerns. "But we have to pre-
pare for the worse and we are 
taking a whole of government 
approach to that.

"I think first, of all, we 
are fortunate that we don't 
have any COVID cases yet 
in the North and let's hope it 
stays that way. The big issues 
are number one, the infra-
structure is not what it is in 

the south and that includes 
the public health system. It 
certainly does not have the 
capacity of the southern pub-
lic health system. And it is 
isolated and things are more 
expensive to implement in the 
North."

Budget postponed
Vandal said a federal 

budget that was planned for 
March 30 will now be post-
poned and be rewritten to 
focus on recovering from the 
COVID-19 crisis.

Marie-France Faucher, a 
media relations spokesperson 
with the federal Department 
of Finance, confirmed the 
budget delay, adding no new 
date has been set.

The press secretary's 
office stated in an email 
on Thursday that the fund-
ing is for "direct assistance 
to individuals, communities 
and businesses in response to 
COVID-19" and not money to 
the provinces and territorial 
governments.

"The Government of the 
Northwest Territories wel-
comes yesterday's economic 
stimulus announcement by 
the federal government and 

is reviewing the federal Eco-
nomic Response Plan," the 
email states.

COVID-19 numbers 
as ofWednesday

On Wednesday federal 
Chief Public Health Officer 
Theresa Tam said there have 
been more than 50,000 people 
in the country who have been 
tested for the virus.

For all of Canada there 

were 508 confirmed cases 
and eight deaths.

Of those tested, 153 were 
in the NWT with zero cases 
as of Wednesday.

NWT Chief Public Health 
Officer Kami Kandola said in 
a news conference Wednes-
day that there were at least 
119 tests pending as of March 
18 at 2:30 p.m. She added, 
however, that number changes 
constantly.

Northern affairs minister says help on the way for territory in COVID-19 shutdown
Economic help unique to North: Vandal

by Simon Whitehouse  
Northern News Services

NNSL file photo

Dan Vandal, federal minister of northern affairs, 
says Ottawa is aware of challenges facing the 
North.
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Small eateries and cafes in 
Yellowknife are getting econom-
ic jitters as COVID-19 fears and 
restrictions keep customers away.

Some employers told staff to stay 
home and customers are heeding 
warnings about avoiding groups.

The NWT chief health officer 
urged on Tuesday afternoon that all 
gatherings of 50 or more people be 
cancelled except for locations like 
grocery stores.

At the Birchwood Coffee Ko 
cafe, what co-owner Jawah Scott 
called "crisis mode" began last Fri-
day when sales tanked.

The situation worsened and 
Birchwood announced on Facebook 
on Thursday that it would temporar-
ily close on Friday.

"This has become necessary as 
business has quickly collapsed since 
last Friday due to the government 
shutdown and reduction of people 
in the downtown area," the cafe said 
in its post.

"People aren't really going out. 
Government workers aren't going 
out, which is a big customer base 
for us."

Premier Caroline Cochrane 
on Monday told MLAs the NWT 
would receive almost $600,000 out 
of the federal government's $1 bil-
lion COVID response fund.

Scott said they have emailed the 

GNWT for more details on the 
federal recovery fund monies but 
haven't yet received a response.

Downtown cafe Javaroma has 
lost more than two-thirds of its 
business. Customer activity really 
started to drop on Saturday, said co-
owner Rami Kassem.

"I can't even cover payroll. In the 
NWT we're not affected by COVID 
yet, but we depend on the traffic 
downtown so if people work from 
home we don't see the traffic that 
usually happens. If we have corona-
virus in Yellowknife people won't 
go outside at all. So then what will 
we do?"

March break
Most small businesses in Yellow-

knife experience a dip in activity 
over the March break as families 
leave the territory and travel.

Kassem said that works "posi-
tively and negatively" for his cafe.

"When you have people leaving 
the North, you have (other) people 
coming into the North to see their 
families and the daytime is longer.

"But with coronavirus, with 
people not going to work, they won't 
leave their home to go to a coffee 
shop. We do everything possible to 
clean and sterilize the cafe. But if 
even one case is announced people 
will be scared and maybe the gov-
ernment will shut down bars and 
restaurants. 

"We pray that it's not going to 
happen. But everything is possible."

To keep afloat, Kassem is trying 
out different options to maintain 
cash flow, like offering discounts to 
customers and working out a system 
of ordering online, with the possi-
bility of shifting to more deliveries 
as long as customers buy minimum 
purchases.

"But if those options don't work 
then we have no choice but to shut 
down. Maybe first we would revise 
our hours of operations. But you 
still have rent and taxes and we have 
families and mortgages," he said.

"I'm working day and night try-
ing to think of new ideas and imple-
menting new ideas. I'm posting new 
ideas on Facebook. But within a 
week or 10 days – it's a no brainer. 
You can't operate like that. You'll be 
bankrupt."

Unusually quiet
Leslie Bromley, owner of Gour-

met Cup, said she expected March 
break to be quiet but the past few 
days have been unusually quiet.

The longtime cafe owner esti-
mates she has lost half of her cus-
tomers compared to last week. 
March break normally slows down 
activity by about 25 per cent, she 
said.

On top of fewer customers, her 
business has been hit by catering 
orders drying up.

"Everybody is cancelling. Four 
cancellations in a three-week period 
is a lot for us. But I understand why 
they're doing it. 

"We want to contain this virus to 
the best of our ability. We're doing 
our best to have a tiny bit of control 
over it."

Bromley wasn't sure what to 
make of the federal government's 
COVID response fund. 

"It might be what we might need 
to keep the business afloat. I think 
we might get $13 per person. That's 

a pittance. What can you do with 
$13 per person in a four-week per-
iod?"

Other independent establish-
ments have announced closures or 
reductions in hours.

The Woodyard Brewhouse and 
Eatery posted a notice on its Face-
book page on Tuesday that it was 
closed for the rest of the week and 
would reassess the decision next 
Monday.

Many other pubs and bars have 
also decided to close. 

Lack of downtown traffic means fewer customers as government offices close
Virus fears drying up business for local cafes

by Blair McBride  
Northern News Services

Blair McBride/NNSL photo 

The Birchwood Coffee Ko cafe has lost less than half of its 
regular number of customers as less people go out because 
of coronavirus fears. 
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Sports & recreation

It was only a matter of time before it happened but the larg-
est annual sporting event in the NWT won't go ahead for 2020.

The NWT Track and Field Championships, which were 
scheduled for Hay River from June 3 to 5, have been officially 
cancelled, the announcement coming on Facebook on Tuesday 
evening. It joins a long list of other cancelled tournaments in the 
NWT, including the Canadian North Balsillie Cup, Canadian 
North Rec Hockey Tournament along with Junior and Senior 
Super Soccer.

Tim Borchuk, who co-chairs the organizing committee, said 
they held on as long as they could but it all came down to what 
was best for the athletes.

"We have so many people – athletes, coaches, volunteers – that 

we feed and house in close quarters for three days," he said.  
 "I wouldn't feel very good if someone goes back to their com-
munity with the virus and knowing they got it while in Hay River." 
Borchuk said he and JJ Hirst, his fellow co-chair, made the final 
decision in consultation with several people from government 
and businesses and it wasn't a knee-jerk reaction.

"This wasn't a quick one," he said. "We mulled this over for 
the last two weeks but we knew what we had to do in order to 
keep people safe."

The meet generally draws more than 1,100 participants with 
an estimated 900-plus coming in to Hay River from communi-
ties around the NWT. Most of those people end up staying in 
classrooms and gymnasiums at the four schools in the town as 

well as other locations such as churches.
"We weren't worried about the events outdoors so much 

but when you have that many people staying in an enclosed 
area for any length of time, the possibility of something hap-
pening is huge," said Borchuk. "It breaks my heart to have 
to do this but I'm relieved that we finally made a decision." 
The decision also answered questions from businesses around 
town that were wondering what was going to happen, he added.

"I've been talking with our suppliers and people in the com-
munity and that was definitely on their minds," he said. "They're 
relieved that there's been a decision made because it's tougher for 
them not knowing what's going on. In general, people have been 
gracious about it all. They understand why we've had to do this."

NWT Track and Field Championships the
latest sporting event to be cancelled due to COVID-19

Another one bites the dust 

NNSL file photo 

Sir John Franklin won the overall and school grand aggregate titles at the NWT Track and Field Cham-
pionships in Hay River in 2019 as well as the most sportsmanlike team. Holding the most sportsmanlike 
trophy, left, is Robert Paddock; holding the overall grand aggregate trophy is Stephen Messier and holding 
the school grand aggregate trophy is Jaleel Tulloch. They will get to keep the trophies for at least one more 
year following the cancellation of the 2020 NWT Track and Field Championships on Tuesday.

Dog derby a go 
In all of the cancellations affecting sporting events 

around the world, there is one that will be moving ahead.
The Canadian Championship Dog Derby will be run-

ning its 2020 edition on March 27 to 29 out on Great 
Slave Lake. Dianna Beck, who's part of the race's orga-
nizing committee, confirmed that on Wednesday.

Beck said the race got the go-ahead from officials 
with the Department of Health and Social Services as the 
race is being run outdoors and there aren't many points of 
contact between people while out on the course.

If there are any touch-points, Beck said there will be 
proper sanitizing materials made available.

It will be a full race schedule with the main event 
being the 150-mile 10-dog race, which is run in 50-mile 
segments per day for three days. 

One change, though, is there will be no post-race 
banquet, which is traditionally held indoors. All of the 
awards will be handed out in open air once the races are 
completed, which includes the Yellowknifer Knife for the 
48th year.

Kevin Koe makes changes 
The curling season is over for Kevin Koe and com-

pany thanks to the COVID-19 deal but that doesn't mean 
the business end of the sport is over.

Koe is making a change for the start of next season as 
he will have a new second in his line-up. Gone is Colton 
Flasch, who was part of the rink for the past two years 
and in is John Morris, a two-time Olympic gold medal-
ist. Morris has been playing mixed doubles for the past 
couple of seasons and is the reigning Olympic champion 
in that discipline with Kaitlyn Lawes.

The team announced the change this past Monday.

Award nominees wanted 
The 2020 Sport North Awards will be handed out this 

year. Whether they will be handed out in person is still 
another matter.

In any case, the nomination process has opened up for 
the various awards on offer and the first part of that is the 
putting forward of names for consideration. The deadline 
for that is April 1 with the second deadline – additional 
information about the person or people being nominated 
– on April 15.

Doug Rentmeister, Sport North's executive director, 
said the awards banquet scheduled for May 30 is still on 
at the present time but if it doesn't happen, there could 
be the possibility that the awards will be handed out dur-
ing the NWT Sport Hall of Fame induction ceremony in 
October.

Rentmeister also said the Sport North office is now 
shut down until further notice with the last day of in-
person business being this past Wednesday.

SPORTS
Check

with James McCarthy
email: sports@nnsl.com

by James McCarthy  
Northern News Services
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And so with the cancella-
tion of the NWT Track and 
Field Championships, there 
goes my favourite trip of the 
year.

Whoops … shouldn't 
complain too much. People 
don't like it when I whine 
about that sort of stuff.

Anyway, I'm slowly com-
ing around to the cancella-
tion of events. I 
was in the cor-
ner of some who 
said this was 
totally unnec-
essary and an 
over-reaction but 
I understand. I 
get why it has to 
be done. I don't have to like 
it but I understand.

Most people I've spoken 
to have told me it's the right 
thing to do and maybe it 
is. Maybe we'll be able to 
weather the storm better than 
other places. Maybe we'll 
steer clear of the virus alto-
gether. That's a pipe dream 
because it's not a matter of 
if but when for COVID-19. 
There won't be a spot on this 
planet that isn't affected and 
we will be at some point.

I won't tell you who I 
blame because I'll be called 
all sorts of names. 

Now that we know what 
won't be happening, it's time 
to focus on what should hap-
pen once the worst is over. 
We know the worst will 
pass, much like any other 
threat we've had to civiliza-
tion. We will adapt and we 
will overcome because that's 
what we do best as upright 
people. 

There may be no Super 
Soccer but there should be 
something that happens for 
those players who will miss 
out. Many of them were to 
go to Whitehorse for the 
Arctic Winter Games but 
that carpet was pulled out 
from beneath their feet on 
the cusp of the start. They're 
then told no Super Soccer. 
Well, now what do we do? 
Easy: we take Tobi Taylor-
Dusome's recommendation 
and have something for the 
kids to look forward to, even 
if it is for the Yellowknife 
kids only. It can be a tourna-
ment, it can be a skills day, 
it could be games. No matter 
what, something needs to 
happen. You can't slam the 
door in a kid's face and tell 
them no soccer/track/sport 
for you.

As for track and field, 
let's make that the first event 
of the year and piggy-back 
it onto the Elks Outdoor 
Soccer Tournament in Hay 
River. And don't complain 
about it being too cold – the 
2019 NWT Track and Field 
Championships was one of 
the coldest in recent memory. 
I can even recall a mini-bliz-
zard during the 2010 edition. 
That is fun, especially when 
you call your wife blubber-
ing about not taking your 
winter jacket with you.

It was June, dammit. 
That's why.

I also hark back to some-
thing I was once told by 
Lorne Kusugak in 2013. He 
told me in an interview that 
maybe an Arctic Summer 
Games needs to happen 
due to the possibility of the 
AWG international com-
mittee considering a cull of 
some divisions within cer-
tain sports. 

It sounds odd because 
we're so used to 
the Arctic Win-
ter Games but 
why not? You 
can keep a lot of 
the same sports 
already on the 
schedule – fut-
sal, basketball, 

volleyball, traditional games 
etc. – and add some others 
like track and field, canoe/
kayak, judo. Hey, archery 
could make its debut then, 
couldn't it?

We were going to spend 
the money in Whitehorse, 
anyway, so why not spend it 
on a summer games instead 
for 2021? Sure, it's too soon, 
I can hear you say but it 
there is enough time if we 
get the ball rolling now. If 
you told the athletes who 
missed out on Whitehorse 
that there may be another 
opportunity to represent 
their territory/state/country, 
you don't think they wouldn't 
jump to it?

One smart coach told 
me once upon a time that 
kids love the Arctic Winter 
Games. I know that. They 
would love the Arctic Sum-
mer Games as well. I would 
wager my third-born child 
on it.

No matter what happens, 
we need to sport the formal-

dehyde out of this place once 
everything subsides. We 
need to get back to normal. 
Stay safe in the meantime, 
yes and make sure you look 

after those around you but 
the sun will come up tomor-
row and there are good days 
ahead.

And that includes sports.

Once all this crap is over, we need 
to sport the hell out of this place

NNSL file photo 

Brianna Helyar blocks a shot at the net during 
the Canadian Tire Open volleyball tournament last 
November. Helyar was going to play volleyball at 
the Arctic Winter Games this week but didn't get 
the chance because of the cancellation. Think 
she'd like the play in the Arctic Summer Games?

Northern News Services

SPORTS 
Talk

with James McCarthy
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Dave Maguire, captain of the Woodyard Growl-
ers, accepts the Yk Adult Soccer League Cup 
trophy from Mustafa Sarikaya, the league's vice-
president.

Isaac Ayiku of the Woodyard Growlers looks to 
dribble past a Pepsi Galaxy defender.

Woodyard Growlers goalkeeper Luciano Marrai 
manages to corral the ball as Agnel Poruthur of 
Pepsi Galaxy tumbles over top.

To the Growlers 
goes the Cup 

All things soccer in the NWT is over, both because of the 
season coming to an end and Canada Soccer's cancelling of all 
soccer-related business due to COVID-19, but there was one last 
order of business before the curtain fell.

The Yk Adult Soccer League hosted its League Cup final on 
March 12 at the Fieldhouse between Pepsi Galaxy and the Wood-
yard Growlers. The Growlers won the game, 4-2, to hoist the cup, 
which was a separate tournament from the regular season.

Here's some of the images from the game that was.
– text by James McCarthy

Northern News Services

SOCCER 
Feature

by rob Hart

Ryan Vanderkruk of the Woodyard Growlers 
dribbles past Zhalaani Drygeese of Pepsi Galaxy.

Austin Sleno of the Woodyard Growlers heads 
up-field on a rush.
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Further to the City of Yellowknife's 
announcement that six municipal services and 
the visitor's centre would be suspended indefi-
nitely, city hall and the solid waste facility 
will also will suspend their activities starting 
Thursday "until further notice."

The decision, which was posted on social 
media accounts and the city website, adds to 
Wednesday's announcement that the Field-
house, Multiplex, Ruth Inch Memorial Pool, 
Yellowknife Community Arena, Curling Club 
and Yellowknife Public Library are being 
shuttered in an attempt to stem the spread of 
COVID-19.

In a series of questions to the city, media 
spokesperson Alison Harrower stated that the 
municipal government is doing its part to pre-
vent the spread of the virus in accordance with 
recommendations by the federal government 
and GNWT.

With regards to the landfill, Harrower stat-
ed that the city is limiting staff levels to essen-
tial services.

"The City is continuing to provide essential 
services, including residential and commercial 
waste and organics collection," she said of the 

landfill. "Safe work practices for all functional 
areas are being reviewed and supplemented 
with best practices as advised by the Chief 
Public Health Officer."

Public transit, which provides four buses 
into the downtown core and across the munici-
pality, is maintained for the time being.

"The City will continue to provide public 
transit at this time, with increased safe work 
practices applied including a nightly deep 
cleaning of all buses and the wiping down of 
surfaces by drivers multiple times a day, as 
advised by the Chief Public Health Officer," 
Harrower stated. "The city continues to moni-
tor the situation and will update residents with 
any changes."

The city is making efforts to "protect the 
safety of our entire workforce which provide 
essential services" for residents, she added.

On Monday, the Government and Priorities 
Committee meeting was cancelled along with 
other scheduled committee meetings this week 
however future regular council meetings will 
provide for councillors to dial in to discuss 
municipal issues.

"We strongly encourage interested members 
of the public to attend electronically via the 
City's webcast," Harrower stated.

Closure follows host of other municipal 
facilities closing doors due to COVID-19 fears

City shuts down 
landfill, city hall

by Simon Whitehouse  
Northern News Services

NNSL file photo

City hall and the solid waste facility were closed yesterday due to concerns 
over the novel coronavirus that have shut down vast portions of the country 
this week. No timeline has been given to re-open.

NNSL file photo

It will likely be a while before salvaging returns to the dump. The Landfill was 
closed to the public yesterday.
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