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Jury targets RCMP 
after Inuvik inquest

"Thank you to the Town of Inuvik for choosing to name Airport Road in honour of my late hus-
band Cpl. Jordan J. Anderson."

– Amanda Anderson's late husband will be memorialized in the town where he was educated, page 13.
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Women of the House

Nick Pearce/NNSL photo

The female members of the 19th Legislative Assembly of the Northwest Territories gathered in the lobby March 5 to chat about International Women's Day, which 
was March 8. Pictured are minister of Industry, Tourism and Investment and minister of Infrastructure Katrina Nokleby, left, minister of Housing and minister of 
Municipal and Community Affairs Paulie Chinna, Thebacha MLA Frieda Martselos, minister of Justice and minister of Finance Caroline Wawzonek, Kam Lake 
MLA Caitlin Cleveland, Yellowknife Centre MLA Julie Green, Premier Caroline Cochrane, deputy premier and minister of Health and Social Services Diane Thom 
and chair of the Committee of the Whole, Inuvik Twin Lakes MLA Lesa Semmler.



2  NEWS/NORTH NWT, Monday, March 9, 2020



NEWS/NORTH NWT, Monday, March 9, 2020  3

The GNWT is holding a public hearing 
on the state of education in the territory on 
April 1. 

The hearing will focus on the Office of the 
Auditor General (OAG) of Canada's February 
report on education in the NWT, which was 
highly critical of the territory's educational 
authorities and outcomes.  

Officials from the OAG and the Depart-
ment of Education, Culture and Employment 
(ECE) will appear before the Legislative 
Assembly's Standing Committee on Govern-
ment Operations, stated the assembly in a 
news release. 

While ECE is responsible for planning, 
supporting and carrying out equitable edu-
cation that is also  reflective of Indigenous 
languages and cultures, the audit on Early 
Childhood to Grade 12 education found that 
the department's actions "fell short of meeting 
all its commitments and obligations, and it did 
not know whether its efforts were improving 
student outcomes." 

Another finding was that "the department 
did not determine what needed to be done to 
ensure that students in small communities had 
equitable access to education programs and 
services, compared with students in regional 
centres and Yellowknife." 

The OAG's report also found that ECE had 
overestimated the high school students' gradu-

ation rates by up to 20 per cent since 2009.  
Commenting on the audit, standing com-

mittee chair Frieda Martselos said the report's 
findings "are troubling to members of the 
standing committee because it is our children 
who will ultimately pay the price for short-
comings in the NWT's education system."

That panel is mandated to review the 
OAG's reports and will prepare its own report 
in a follow up to the public hearing. 

"The Committee is particularly interested 
in assessing the actions planned by the depart-
ment in response to the audit," the assembly 
stated. 

The hearing will take place at 10:30 a.m. in 
committee room A of the legislative assembly 
building in Yellowknife.

Did we get it wrong?
News/North is committed to getting facts and 

names right. With that goes a commitment to 
acknowledge mistakes and run corrections. If you 
spot an error in News/North, call (867) 873-4031 
and ask to speak to an editor, or email editorial@
nnsl.com. We'll get a correction or clarification in as 
soon as we can.

De Beers reports 40 per cent drop in rough diamond allocation

MLAs to hold education 
hearing on April Fool's

Standing committee chair says auditor's findings 'troubling'

News
Briefs

Housing minister says
rent policy can change 

NWT
Housing minister Paulie Chinna said Thurs-

day that public housing tenants may start using 
monthly figures, or more current data than last 
year's tax return, in their rent assessments. 

Responding that he was "shocked," Nunak-
put MLA Jackie Jacobson said "people across 
the territory are going to be able to do a little bit 
more with what they get and what they have."

On Tuesday, Chinna pledged to review the 
way the NWT Housing Corporation deter-
mines how much rent its tenants should pay.

Jacobson previously knocked the rental 
assessment policy where T4 tax returns from 
the previous year are used set rent for tenants, 
which disadvantages seasonal and casually 
employed workers.

She wouldn't commit to any timeline imple-
menting the policy change. She also said using 
pay stubs as proof of income is already an option.

Jacobson was clearly pleased, declaring it "a 
good day today" while speaking in the legisla-
ture.

"I'm pretty sure there's going to be a lot of 
happy people in the territory today," Jacobson 
said.

– Nick Pearce
 

NWT employment up slightly
NWT

The February 2020 employment rate in the 
Northwest Territories (NWT) increased slightly 
to 63.5 per cent from the previous month. 
Including February 2020, employment rates 
during the past three months have been the low-
est in the territory since those observed in the 
winter of 2010.

For Canada overall, the employment rate 
dropped slightly to 61.1 per cent between Janu-
ary and February 2020. During the same per-
iod, employment rates dropped for all provinces 
and territories, except for Manitoba, Nunavut 
and the NWT.

– Craig Gilbert 

Council passes scavenging bylaw
Inuvik

Anyone hunting for buried treasure at the 
garbage dump will now have to get a permit 
from the town and follow a series of rules to be 
able to scavenge items from the landfill.

Council passed the new scavenging bylaw 
6-0. The bylaw enables council to revoke per-
mits if it deems a scavenger is not following the 
rules properly and issue fines of up to $2,000 
per person or $10,000 per corporation for serious 
violations.

The bylaw also establishes a fine schedule for 
specific penalties, such as $100 for scavenging 
without a permit, $200 for being in the facility 
off hours or scavenging when not permitted, 
$100 for opening sealed bags of garbage and 
$500 for obstructing a peace officer.

– Eric Bowling

Oil industry's polar bear  
detection failed consistently

Beaufort
A review of the oil industry's means of locat-

ing polar bear dens in Alaska had a failure rate 
of over 50 per cent in 12 years, according to a 
study published by the journal PLOS ONE.

The study compared the industry's thermal-
detection method with on-ground records by 
polar bear biologists who were studying mother 
bears and their cubs. 

The findings have serious implications for 
drilling in the Arctic refuge. The findings come 
after three major banks have now pledged to not 
fund any further exploration in the Beaufort Sea.

– Eric Bowling

by Blair McBride 
Northern News Services

Somba K'e/Yellowknife

news

De Beers' rough diamond sales are down 
by 40 per cent from the same period one 
year ago because of fears related to corona-
virus, according to a report in Kitco News.

Sales were at $355 million, the precious 
metals industry news site said on Wednes-
day.

The release quoted De Beers CEO 
Bruce Cleaver saying the Chinese market is 
depressed because of the virus.

"Following an improvement in demand 
for rough diamonds during the first sales 
cycle of 2020, we recognized the impact 

of COVID-19 coronavirus on customers 
focused on supplying the Chinese market 
and put in place additional targeted flexibil-
ity to enable customers to defer allocations 
of the relevant rough diamonds."

In an email to News/North, De Beers 
spokesperson Terry Kruger said the com-
pany was monitoring the situation, and it 
was unclear how it would affect De Beers' 
operations in the NWT, where the company 
holds a 51 per cent stake in the Gaucho Kue 
diamond mine.

"The situation with the virus continues 
to evolve so we are adopting prudent meas-
ures with our rough diamond sales, such as 
offering customers who supply the Chinese 

markets additional flexibility to defer their 
allocations to later in the year," Kruger said.

De Beers announced on Dec. 31 of last 
year that it planned to expand exploration 
at the mine, located about 280 kilometres 
northeast of Yellowknife.

In its submission to the Mackenzie Valley 
Land and Water Board, the company said it 
would explore 11 targets of interest by late 
February in a two-phase project that would 
cost about $2.88 million.

The latest news of a downturn comes 
amid a difficult period for the company, 
after it announced a 39 per cent drop in sales 
last October because of falling demand for 
rough diamonds.

Outbreak hurts 
diamond sales

by Blair McBride 
Northern News Services

Somba K'e/Yellowknife

photo courtesy of De Beers Canada

Gahcho Kue diamond mine. De Beers Canada says it has adjusted the about of rough diamonds it distributes due 
to the COVID-19 outbreak.
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A six-person jury has made 12 recom-
mendations following a three-day inquest into 
the death of Richard Binder Jr. that was held 
March 3 to 5 in Inuvik.

Binder's body was found approximately 
one kilometre west of the community near Big 
Lake Nov. 3, 2018. He died of hypothermia at 
age 35. On Oct. 25, 2018, Binder had escaped 
police when they attempted to put him under 
arrest.

After four hours of deliberation, the jury 
concluded that Richard Binder Jr.'s death was 
accidental.

First on the list of recommendations is that 
NWT RCMP embark on a public education 
campaign to make sure people know there is 
no waiting period to declare someone missing.

Also suggested for the RCMP is to: pro-
mote search and rescue training for volunteer 
organizations; review the operation manual's 
chapter on search and rescue; review the policy 
on media releases; review procedures for indi-
viduals who run from police; and to establish 
guidelines to weigh the value of unconfirmed 
sightings.

Furthermore, RCMP are asked to consider 
making an online missing persons course man-
datory training for officers as well as to pro-

mote other opportunities for training in search 
and rescue and missing persons.

Members should also be made aware of 
resources available for officers in search and 
rescue, including phone consultation and 
deployment of a police dog unit in Yellowknife.

RCMP are also requested to look into 
increasing the resources available to the Inuvik 
detachment.

Lastly, police are recommended to limit the 
amount of officers who meet with family to 
one or two members whenever possible to limit 
frustrations in communication.

A Feb. 26 press release from 
the NWT RCMP ("G" Division) 
said they will review any recom-
mendations made by the jury.

During the second day of 
testimony seven witnesses 
spoke, including NWT RCMP 
supervisor Sgt. Christina Wil-
kins and forensic pathologist 
Dr. Mitchell Weinberg. Ontario 
search and rescue specialist and 
retired Ontario Provincial Police officer Sgt. 
John Stirling also testified.

"I believe the RCMP did a great job," said 
Stirling. "They were following up on leads and 
going to different residences and confirming 
the integrity of the information."

He noted the investigation was handled 

properly, but RCMP could have conducted a 
separate search and rescue operation that would 
have run parallel of the criminal investigation.

Stirling also suggested the fact police were 
not finding Binder in Inuvik in spite of a bar-
rage of tips putting him at various locations 
around town meant they should have expanded 
their search, adding the OPP search and res-
cue protocol for rural areas includes a search 
radius of 4.6 kilometres.

"The absence of clues is a clue in itself," 
he said. "If we knew he had fled before, that 

might have been a factor in the 
immediate decision (to not pur-
sue.) But the longer he was away 
with no positive sightings, in my 
mind that could mean the person 
came across a misadventure in 
fleeing police."

Weinberg, who performed the 
autopsy on Binder, told court he 
died of hypothermia though he 
could not pinpoint an exact time of 
death. Binder's clothes were moist, 

which could have been from lying in the snow 
or from crossing the river.

Regardless, being wet would have acceler-
ated how quickly he could have frozen to death 
in -8 C weather, particularly when he was only 
wearing a hooded sweatshirt and jeans.

He added Binder had traces of diphen-

hydramine, the active ingredient in Benadryl, 
and amino-clonazepam which would have 
been metabolized from the anxiety medication 
Binder was taking.

Weinberg pointed out clonazepam can 
metabolize in the blood stream after death, so 
it was impossible to tell how much was active 
in Binder's system when he died, but the two 
drugs working in tandem, along with potential 
alcohol use, would have clouded his judgment 
and could possibly explain why he did not 
return home.

Binder evaded arrest Oct. 25. His mother 
filed a missing persons report Oct. 28.

Police received at least 10 tips on the 
whereabouts of Binder, but none of them lead 
to him. Binder's remains were discovered on 
a snowmobile trail near Big Lake on Nov. 3.

"I believe the 
RCMP did a 

great job." 
 John Stirling 

news

by Eric Bowling
Northern News Services

Inuvik

Inquest makes 12 recommendations for police

Improve Inuvik search 
and rescue: inquest jury

Inuvik RCMP photo

Richard Binder Jr., 35, died of hypo-
thermia one kilometre outside of 
Inuvik in October 2018.
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On March 5, MLAs cele-
brated International Women's 
Day early as the only legis-
lature in Canada with near-
gender parity.

Speaking in the house 
Thursday, members gave 
emotional tributes to their 
mothers and mentors. Pre-
mier Caroline Cochrane rec-
ognized her single mother's 
work raising eight children. 
Minister Katrina Nokleby did 
the same, while sharing her 
experiences of sexual mis-
conduct and sexism on the 
job site as an engineer.

"If it weren't for (my moth-
er) holding my hand over the 
years, I wouldn't be standing 
here in front of you today," 
she told MLAs.

Kam Lake MLA Caitlin 
Cleveland and cabinet min-
ister Paulie Chinna, who 
represents the Sahtu, took a 
different route: they thanked 
Yellowknife Centre MLA 
Julie Green, who pioneered 
NWT's Women on the Ballot 
workshops with Cochrane.

It was part of the reason 
they sought office, they said.

Workshops
At those workshops, 

Green said women came for-
ward with confidence con-
cerns, but also more tangible 
issues – like how to pay for 
a campaign and write a plat-
form.

Those skills, ultimately, 
are what will solidify the last 
election's gains, she said in an 
interview.

"If we can offer specific 
advice at the time, and fol-
low-up with mentoring, then 
the whole process looks a 
little bit more achievable," she 
said, noting other jurisdic-
tions expressed interest in the 
workshop model.

Those workshops are set 
to grow, running twice yearly 
and expanding to five addi-
tional communities to pro-

mote woman candidates at 
all levels of government with 
an added online resource, 
Cochrane said in assembly 
on March 4.

It's a leg-up, Green said, 
considering men can enjoy a 
pipeline from lower levels of 
government to territorial and 
federal offices. As a result, 
she hoped that women elected 
to municipal and educational 
offices would make the next 
step to the legislature.

Other factors played into a 
wave of women being elect-
ed. The self-nomination pro-
cess with no political party 
approval played a role, Green 
said.

But the institution has 
also made small changes. It 
now includes change tables 
and family space, and other 
supports like stronger par-
ental leave and childcare for 
extenuating circumstances.

There are other changes 
that NWT could adopt, Green 
said. A security policy, while 
not an issue so far, could be 
implemented as a preventa-
tive measure for women in 
politics.

"I do recognize that 
women have run the gamut 
from harassment online to 
actually being murdered as 
politicians, so that's some-
thing we need to consider," 
she said.

In a group interview after 
their comments on Thursday 
afternoon, female cabinet 
ministers and Inuvik Twin 
Lakes MLA Lesa Semmler 
shared their experience run-
ning for office. Three of them 
– Nokleby, deputy premier 
and Health Minister Dianne 
Thom, and Semmler said 
they attended the campaign 
schools.

The schools' most import-
ant impact, however, "was 
the encouragement of other 
women," Nokleby said, which 
she described as "overwhelm-
ing."

Chinna, who Green has 
also mentored, saw Thom 

and Semmler put their names 
forward last summer, which 
inspired her to run.

"We're all, majority, part 
of the same generation," she 
said. "Going forward and 
looking at what we want 
to strive for as the North-
west Territories as women 
in leadership to inspire more 
women to come forward."

'Three strikes across 
our back'

Thom said there were 
"three strikes across our 
backs" – being a woman, 
Indigenous and educated.

"You start in here and 
you're already three strikes 
on your back and it's so hard 
to come past that," she said. 
"But that kind of motivates 
us. It motivated me. I've got 
a master's degree, I'm Inuvi-
aluit, and I'm female. I don't 
care. I'm going to go do this."

Despite that, however, 
Thom said faced self-doubt 
and support from her hus-
band played a key role over-
coming it.

Cochrane agreed that men 
should play a role in sup-
porting their counterparts for 
office.

"However, that shouldn't 
stop women who are single, 
that do not have a support 
system," she said. "Women 
deserve to be at the table. You 
can do it."

Semmler similarly said 
her biggest enemy was self-
confidence. She thought she 
had to check every box to be 
a candidate, when men didn't 
do the same.

"I think that's the differ-
ence between some women 
and a lot of men. They'll 
just throw their hand in and 
say, we'll see where the cards 
fall," she said. "We're more 

like 'can we do it? How am I 
going to do this?'"

Coming from a smaller 
community, Chinna agreed. 
Like other women from 
smaller communities, she 
said, they had experience 
with ground level issues that 
could be a resource.

"We do have a lot set up 
against us already. I think 
it just ignites us to get even 
more powerful that it wakes 
up that passion inside. There's 
no intimidation," she said. 
"We need to get the job done. 
We hear it, we see it and we're 
going to do it."

by Nick Pearce
Northern News Services

Somba K'e/Yellowknife

Cabinet ministers, regular members share peaks and pitfalls in their runs for office

Campaign schools played key role 
in gender parity, MLAs say

Nick Pearce/NNSL photo

The female members of the 19th Legislative Assembly of the Northwest Territories gathered in the lobby 
March 5 to chat about International Women's Day, which was March 8. Pictured are minister of Industry, 
Tourism and Investment and minister of Infrastructure Katrina Nokleby, left, minister of Housing and minis-
ter of Municipal and Community Affairs Paulie Chinna, Thebacha MLA Frieda Martselos, minister of Justice 
and minister of Finance Caroline Wawzonek, Kam Lake MLA Caitlin Cleveland, Yellowknife Centre MLA Julie 
Green, Premier Caroline Cochrane, deputy premier and minister of Health and Social Services Diane Thom 
and chair of the Committee of the Whole, Inuvik Twin Lakes MLA Lesa Semmler.
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Long-revered as a well-
spring of warmth and nutri-
tion, seal – and its myriad 
uses – was a key cornerstone 
in Susie Zettler's traditional 
on-the-land lifestyle growing 
up in Pangnirtung, Nunavut.

Harvested meat was dried 
and shared. Extracted oils 
fueled the qulliq (soapstone 
lamp). Sewn sealskin clothing 
protected the North's Inuit and 
Inuvialuit from an unforgiv-
ing cold.

Nothing went to waste.
Years later, the quintessen-

tial marine mammal remains 
an "important part" of Zettler's 
life, her seamstressing and her 
identity as a "proud Inuk."

She was one of eight 
women – artisans and crafts-
people – who gathered in 
Yellowknife's Centre Square 
Mall for a three-day sealskin 
sewing workshop from March 
2 to March 4 – led by Indigen-
ous fashion designer D'Arcy 
Moses and dubbed "Nattiq 
Sealebration" – as part of the 
annual Naka Festival.

"(The workshop) is amaz-
ing," said Zettler, familiariz-
ing herself with a newly-intro-
duced sewing machine.

"We're getting to know 
each other. It's like we're on a 
date," she laughed.

Zettler is used to stitching 
sealskin by hand, but she's try-
ing to branch out.

That's the point of the 
workshop.

Supported by Fisheries and 
Oceans Canada and presented 
by NWT Arts – a Depart-
ment of Industry, Tourism and 
Investment program – the ses-
sions sought to hone the skills 
of the participating sewers, 
with the ultimate aim of pro-
ducing high-quality, afford-

ably-priced and ready-for-the-
modern-market pieces, includ-
ing bracelets, belts, mitts and 
more.

For Karen Wright-Fraser, 
originally from Inuvik, the 
workshops offered much more 
than artistic guidance and 
industry insight.

They provided a space 
for women, many of whom 
were disconnected from their 
Indigenous roots due to col-
onization, to share advice, 
materials and support.

"It's nice to connect with 
like-minded women" said 
Wright-Fraser. 

'Sew in solitude'
"We often sew in solitude 

at home, but when we come 
together like this, we get to 
share stories; teach each other 
our own techniques. We all 
teach each other and it's pre-
cious."

"Grateful" for the work-
shop, she added that, com-
pared to Yukon and Nunavut, 

there are few opportunities 
to develop professionally as a 
sealskin seamstress or artisan 
in the NWT.

Calling her work "thera-
peutic," Wright-Fraser said the 
Nattiq Sealebration has helped 
her reconnect – and reclaim – 
her past, and her Indigenous 
identity.

"Because of the history 
of the residential school sys-
tem, some of our mothers and 
grandmothers did not pass 
(sealskin sewing). We did 

not have that privilege," said 
Wright-Fraser.

Wright-Fraser said that's 
why it's important to pass 
down the art form down to 
future generations. She's 
already seen an interest 
among youth – social media 
savvy-young people are see-
ing inspiring designs online, 
and endeavouring to learn the 
practice on their own.

Designer and workshop 
instructor D'Arcy Moses said 
he's been seeing the same 

thing: traditional Indigenous 
clothing is increasingly catch-
ing on with young people.

Surrounded by beads, 
bison leather and sealskin – 
unmistakable in its colour and 
sheen, Moses is all about fos-
tering creativity.

"We're just here to create. 
What more could you ask 
for?"

Participants presented their 
finished products at the NWT 
Arts Market on March 5 and 
6.

by Brendan Burke 
Northern News Services

Somba K'e/Yellowknife

At sealskin sewing workshop women hone skills, reconnect with Indigenous traditions

Sewing seeds of tradition

Departing from her usual 
hand stitching, Susie Zet-
tler, who relied on seal 
meat and skin growing 
up in Pangnirtung, NU, 
tries her hand at a sew-
ing machine last week 
in Yellowknife's Centre 
Square Mall.
Brendan Burke/NNSL photo



8  NEWS/NORTH NWT, Monday, March 9, 2020

YEllOWKNIfE OffICE: 
Box 2820, Yellowknife, NT, X1A 2R1 
Phone: (867) 873-4031 
fax: (867) 873-8507 
Toll free: (855) 873-6675 
Email: nnsl@nnsl.com 
editorial@nnsl.com 
advertising@nnsl.com 
circulation@nnsl.com 
nnsladmin@nnsl.com 
Website: www.nnsl.com

SOuTH SlAVE OffICE, HAY RIVER: 
Paul Bickford, Bureau Chief  
Phone: (867) 874-2802 
fax: (867) 874-2804 
Email: editor@ssimicro.com

MACKENzIE DElTA OffICE, INuVIK: 
Phone: (867) 777-4545 
fax: (867) 777-4412 
Email: inuvikdrum@nnsl.com 
Website: www.nnsl.com/inuvikdrum

BAffIN OffICE, IqAluIT: 
Phone: (867) 979-5990 
fax: (867) 979-6010 
Email: editor@nunavutnews.com 
Website: www.nnsl.com/nunavutnews

KIVAllIq OffICE, RANKIN INlET: 
Darrell Greer – Bureau Chief 
Phone: (867) 645-3223 
fax: (867) 645-3225 
Email: kivalliqnews@nnsl.com 
Website: www.nnsl.com/kivalliqnews

Member of the Ontario Press Council. The Ontario Press Council 
was created to defend freedom of the press on behalf of the public 
and press alike, and to consider specific, unsatisfied complaints 
from readers about the conduct of the press in gathering and pub-
lishing news, opinion and advertising. 
Complaints should go to:  
The Ontario Press Council, 2 Carlton St., Suite 1706 Toronto, Ont., 
M5B 1J3  
Email: Info@ontpress.com Fax: 1-416-340-8724 
www.ontpress.com

SEND uS YOuR COMMENTS
Email us at: editorial@nnsl.com with the subject 

line "My opinion"; or send mail to News/North at Box 
2820, Yellowknife X1A 2R1; or drop your letter off at 
our office at 5108-50 Street. All letters submitted 
must be signed with a return address and daytime 
telephone number. We will do our best to ensure that 
letters submitted by 3 p.m. on Thursday are printed in 
Monday's News/North.

Published Mondays 

NORTHERN NEWS SERVICES lIMITED 
100% Northern owned and operated

Publishers of:  
Inuvik Drum • Kivalliq News 
Yellowknifer • Hay River Hub 
NWT News/North • Nunavut News/North 

Member of:
Canadian Community Newspapers Association 
Ontario Community Newspapers Association 
Manitoba Community Newspapers Association 
Saskatchewan Weekly Newspapers Association 
Alberta Weekly Newspapers Association 
Ontario, Manitoba and Alberta Press Councils 
Yellowknife Chamber of Commerce 

Contents copyright – printed in the North  
by Canarctic Graphics Limited

We acknowledge the 
financial support of 
the Government of 
Canada.

Nous reconnaissons 
l'appui financier du 
gouvernement du 
Canada.

fOuNDER (1934-2018):
J.W. (Sig) Sigvaldason

PuBlISHER, CEO: Bruce Valpy – valpy@nnsl.com
CHIEf fINANCIAl OffICER: Judy Triffo

MANAGING EDITOR: Mike W. Bryant – bryant@nnsl.com

Editorial board:
Bruce Valpy • Mike W. Bryant • Craig Gilbert

ACCOuNTING – nnsladmin@nnsl.com
Florie Mariano • Cindy Minor • Salleah Wagas

Assignment editor 
Craig Gilbert - craig@nnsl.com 

Photo: Emily McInnis - photo@nnsl.com

Sports: James McCarthy – sports@nnsl.com
Business: business@nnsl.com
Arts: entertainment@nnsl.com

Reporters: Brendan Burke • Simon Whitehouse  
 Nick Pearce • Blair McBride

 
Advertising production

Production co-ordinator: Jennifer Reyes
Diana Mathisen • Zdena Kunderlik

Randy Hiebert • Joshua Uson • Wesley Cook

Customer service: Holly Yestrau 
classifieds@nnsl.com

ADVERTISING
advertising@nnsl.com

Representatives: 
Petra Memedi • Laura Whittle

James Boylan • Echo Xin

Advertising manager: Zerline Rodriguez
features coordinator: Emmanuel Ramos
Administrative assistant: Jessica Doyle 

Social Media manager: Vincent De Leon

CIRCulATION: 
circulation@nnsl.com

Circulation Director: Amy Yang 
Jewala Jhankur

Subscriptions: 
One year mail $90

Online (entire content) $50/year

CoMMeNTs ANd vIews fRoM News/North ANd leTTeRs To The edIToR

Editorial & opinions

photo courtesy of South Slave Divisional Education Council

Selena Bugghins, left, Grade 11 student at Chief Sunrise Education Centre, Hay River Reserve and Alice Jensen, Grade 9 
student at Diamond Jenness Secondary School, Hay River participated in the Intensive Trades Awareness Program at Aurora 
College in Fort Smith in March 2017. The NWT's housing crisis is a complex problem, but education in maintenance and 
construction could play a role in improving the state of homes in communities across the territory.

Building capacity
GNWT should explore novel ways to address the
housing crisis; education could play a key role

A mom of four in Ulukhaktok 
stuck between a rock and her 
mouldy place drew attention back 
to the sorry state of the housing 
stock in small NwT communities 
last week.

The story of a newborn appar-
ently sickened by the mould that 
persists in her residence was a 
stark reminder that in hamlets and 
villages across the North, there is 
a crisis of availability of units that 
are either affordable or suitable for 
human habitation, let alone both.

Conversations about substandard 
housing most times, or at least 
many times, involve low-income 
individuals dealing with the massive 
bureacracy of the GNwT. But in the 
communities across Nunakput MlA 
Jackie Jacobson's sparsely populat-
ed constituency, for example, to say 
nothing of the sahtu or even the 
dehcho in the south, even individ-
uals with a few bucks in their pock-
ets have virtually nowhere to go.

This isn't necessarily NwT hous-
ing Corporation's fault, but it is its 
responsibility to address.

In december the housing cor-
poration suggested that the GNwT 

could run hardware stores in com-
munities outside the capital. once 
they clarified that the idea was 
to provide a store only in places 
where there isn't a private business 
already filling that niche, as there 
are is in fort smith and hay River, 
for example, the outrage subsided.

The benefits of avoiding unneces-
sary fights with entrepreneurs 
aside, getting proactive with small 
community tenants is a good idea. 
Rather than just selling tools and 
building supplies, why not train 
people to use them?

If this housing issue is viewed 
through an education lens, offer-
ing some variation of what Aurora 
College refers to as the apprentice-
ship housing maintainer program 
through local housing authorities 
or in the schools themselves could 
be a solution with the grassroots 
appeal to succeed in the North. 
Imagine the swell of pride from fix-

ing an elder's furnace, or repairing 
an auntie's window.

After all, skilled trades programs, 
where students are apprentices 
studying to become journeypersons, 
are all about stringing extended 
periods of field experience together 
with eight-week classroom mod-
ules, anyway, and the only place in 
Canada with more field to experi-
ence than the NwT is Nunavut.

Could the classroom instruc-
tion be reimagined in a more con-
densed or simplified way? Could an 
alternative or interim certification 
be created that would see the prac-
tical skills of repairing and main-
taining homes and other buildings 
acquired by students without requir-
ing them to take time out to study 
in class? or is there a distance edu-
cation solution?

It's probably a relatively safe 
assumption that qualified trades-
people from the communities 
would be more likely to stay up 
here, where they're needed, to say 
nothing of the obvious economic 
benefits that would come from 
more people working, paying taxes 
and contributing to their commun-
ities.

Northern News Services

THE ISSuE:
HOUSING IN COMMUNITIES

WE SAY:
WE NEED MORE SKILLED PEOPLE



NEWS/NORTH NWT, Monday, March 9, 2020  9

Coronavirus, coronavirus ... seems like that's 
all I've been hearing about, so I thought I'd write 
about the best ways to not get sick – wash your 
hands and don't touch your face. 

Think about how easy it is to rub 
your eye, scratch your nose, or settle 
into a pose similar to The Thinker, 
with chin and mouth in palm and 
fingers on cheek and jaw – all with-
out thinking.

These days, those ordinary 
touches to the face would make a 
public health expert shudder. Yup. 

Why? Because you would have 
just moved your hand over every 
part of the T-zone, where the corona-
virus, and other respiratory infec-
tions, enter into the human body. 

In other words, those diseases 
begin in your eyes, nose or mouth. 
Whoa.

Get it? The eyes are the top of a 
capital T, and the nose and mouth 
make the line going down from the 
top. The T-zone, man.

And that's why every time we see 
information from the NWT chief 
public health officer, on things like the flu or 
the coronavirus, it ends with, "wash your hands 
and/or don't touch your face." It's simple advice, 
but it's very hard to follow.

Don't believe me? A recent study found that 
we touch our face about 24 times an hour, or 
384 times in the 16 hours a day that we are 
awake. Whew, that's a lot of times.

And how many of those touches do you 
think were to the T-zone? Well, almost half of 
that touching involved contact with the eyes, 

nose or throat, or to be more precise, it was 10 
times an hour or 169 times a day. Whoa.

Don't forget our hands pick up germs from 
things like phones, doorknobs, keyboards, or 
even worse from bathroom toilets, sinks and 

stalls. Those germs are trying to get 
to our throat, sinuses and lungs.

And we pass those germs to our-
selves every one of those 169 times a 
day that we touch our face. 

One expert said, "People are 
more likely to get the virus by 
picking it up from a surface and 
touching their face, than they are 
to breathe in droplets directly from 
someone who is infected. They will 
get it from themselves, not the per-
son down the hall." Eschia.

But identifying or being aware 
of the problem is just the first and 
easiest step. Next, you have to try to 
break the habit. We always say that 
awareness without action results in 
doing the same thing.

Touching our face is a habit that 
we've developed over our lifetime, so 
it's hard to break. 

A nurse told me that the hardest 
thing about becoming a nurse was learning how 
to not touch her face with her hands.

Outsmart that habit
We have to outsmart that habit. How you 

ask? Good question. One way is to change 
something about what we're trying to vary.

If we wear something on our hands or face, 
it can remind us not to touch our face. For 
instance, if I wear a ring on each of my index 
fingers, seeing the rings when I go to pick my 

nose will interrupt that automatic action. LOL.
In other words, we should assume we're 

going to touch our face and wear something 
that, when touched or seen, reminds us of what 
we want to do. In my case, seeing the ring on 
my finger would definitely remind to not touch 
my face. 

Another thing is to wash our hands or cover 
our finger with a tissue before we touch our 
face. Now you're talking.

Washing our hands removes germs. So, 
touching our face with an unwashed or bare 
hand is a no-no. 

Wearing gloves doesn't solve our problems 
either, unless we're always washing or changing 
them, because they pick up germs just like our 
bare hands.

Some people sneeze into their hands and that 
is also a no-no. Instead sneeze into your elbow, 
so you're not passing on your germs.

Also, to keep germs off the part of your hand 
that touches your face, be like Howie Mandel 
and do the fist-bump instead of shaking people's 
hands. Not a bad idea eh?

So, there you have it. Don't want to get sick? 
Wash your hands and stop touching your face.

editorial – opinions

WHEN 
THE 
HEART
says No
Roy Erasmus Sr. is 
a certified wellness 
counsellor and coach 
who survived heart 
disease.

Stop touching your face
Northern News Services

wINNer: sArAh KAllAK 
Ulukhaktok

Successful seal hunt with my Grandma Kate Inuktalik of Ulukhaktok, NT. Taken 
Sunday, Feb. 23, 2020.  Photo credit to grandson Teegan Taptuna. Everyone 
has a story to tell. Meet the People of NWT! Tell us your story and show us 
your photos for a chance to win $100 every week! We would love to see more 
of what makes living in the NWT special – the people, the places, the shared 
experiences. Each week, one story from those submitted to our Facebook Page 
fb.com/nnslonline will win the prize!
(Winners will be featured in News/North. Photos may be used in other NNSL 
publications with credits.)

People of NWT "What are you most 
excited about for Spring 

Break?"

Cassandra Collison:
"Arctic Winter Games."

Derek lennie Ipana:
"Hockey."

William Gruben:
"Hockey!"

Morgan Mcleod:
"Muskrat Jamboree."

Chloe frost:
"Going to the park."

Colsen Gordon-lennie:
"All-Native Weekend in White-
horse."

STREET talk
with Eric Bowling

inuvikdrum@nnsl.com
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The territory's chief public health 
officer can make the call to close 
schools if a coronavirus outbreak 
occurs in the NWT.

"I have powers under the Public 
Health Act to direct that. But we're 
not near that point yet, we're just 
increasing our surveillance," Kami 
Kandola told News/North on March 
6.

In case of disease outbreaks, 
the Public Health Act of the NWT 
empowers the chief public health 
officer to "restrict access to premises 
described in the order by a person 
who is not immunized against the 
disease," which can include any pub-
lic facilities.

The spread of coronavirus, or 
COVID-19 has spurred countries 
like China, Italy and Japan and the 
state of California to close schools.

But Kandola pointed out that just 
because there are cases of corona-
virus infection – like in British Col-
umbia or Ontario – doesn't mean 
the schools in those areas would be 
closed.

"In B.C. and Ontario they haven't 
cancelled schools because the trans-
missions there were travel-related. 
But when there's an increase of 
spreads in the community like in 

Japan or Italy or South Korea, it can't 
be linked back to travel. That's when 
schools can be closed.

"It's all based on risk assessment. 
We wouldn't close all schools in the 
NWT. It depends on the situation of 
community exposure."

"If there's a risk of community 
exposure I would make that call. If 
schools are closed it's to protect kids 
and contain the virus."

There have been no cases of 
coronavirus reported in the NWT, 
Kandola confirmed.

"We have tested about 10 people 
and we always want to be vigilant. 
But we're seeing more cases in the 
U.S. and in B.C. and Alberta has 
announced its first case as well. 
When we see that type of activity, 
we just want to pick up cases early," 
she added.

As of Friday there have been a 
total of 47 confirmed cases of the 
virus in Canada: 22 in Ontario, 21 
in B.C., three in Quebec and one 
in Alberta, according to the Public 
Health Agency of Canada (PHAC).

That agency has assessed that the 
public health risk of the virus is low 
for Canada.

"The important thing about 
schools is that even if kids have a 
mild illness they can still pass it on 
to Elders. That would be our focus 
for daycare and children and stu-

dents. We know the Arctic Winter 
Games and March break are coming 
up (and) if people are travelling they 
need to be checking the government 
of Canada website for updates.

"If people come back from a 
trip abroad or domestically and they 
present with fever or shortness of 
breath or cough within 14 days of 
returning (they should) notify their 
health care provider so we can test 
them for flu or COVID-19 so we can 
pick it up early. If anyone has any 

flu-like symptoms they should stay 
home so we can test them."

Kandola also wants to dispel the 
misconception that anyone who has 
travelled abroad should be isolating 
themselves out of fears of infection.

"There are two sites in the world 
that are high risk: Hubei Province in 
China (where the virus originated) 
and Iran. Even if people who went 
there returned and have no symp-
toms we're asking people to self-
isolate and stay home for 14 days. 

Those are the ones that are going to 
be picked up at the border. Everyone 
else just needs to self-monitor but not 
stay home."

For the time being, Kandola urges 
NWT residents to regularly monitor 
the Department of Health and Social 
Services and PHAC websites.

As of press time there were more 
than 98,000 cases of COVID-19 in 
88 countries and more than 3,400 
deaths, according to a World Health 
Organization report.

by Blair McBride 
Northern News Services

NWT

Health chief could shut schools 
in case of COVID-19 outbreak

No COVID-19 cases in NWT, focus on vigilance, says chief public health officer

photo courtesy of Donna Fradley

Chief Public Health Officer Kami Kandola could decide to close schools in the territory, like 
Charles Tetcho in Sambaa K'e, if there is an outbreak of coronavirus.
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Sarah Wells thought the Olympics was going to be her big-
gest challenge, but in retrospect the games were just laying the 
groundwork for something bigger.

"Every student is going through their own challenges where 
we all face obstacles and feel like our hands are tied," she said 
following a presentation at East Three School. "It's important 
we help them realize those circumstances don't have to define 
their outcome and they have the power to get back up and find 
another way.

"Not everything's going to be in their control, but recognizing 
what is and how you can better that environment allows you to 
get a bit closer to success."

Wells was in Inuvik Feb. 24 to 25 to present to the 
school as part of her Believe! Initiative, where she helps  
students identify their passions and brainstorm ways  
to reach them.

She said she was motivated in part by her epiphany from not 
making the Canadian Olympic team the second time.

"I share my Olympic journey on the importance of falling 
down and choosing to get back up and not letting the current cir-
cumstances define that outcome," she said. "We talk to students 
about the importance of being resilient and the power of believ-
ing in yourself. We have a full day of workshops around mindset, 
overcoming self-doubt and finding your own leadership style.

"My most recent experience at my second Olympics, I still 

believed in myself and I didn't achieve my goal – that doesn't 
make it any less valuable, because I realized I believed in myself 
more strongly because I was still willing to get up and stand on 
the start line regardless of whether I knew the outcome or not.

"The line I give them is that hard work won't always lead to 
success, but being resilient will always lead to another opportu-
nity for success."

Part of how she encourages the students to keep motivated 
is having a mantra or word to keep them on track. For example, 
Wells has the word 'believe' she uses to ground herself. She also 
advises people feeling down to do something physical to get 
endorphins flowing.

Another aspect of her tour is trying to reduce the gap between 
everyday folk and Olympians, showing students that they too can 
reach the podium if they're determined enough.

"I think it's important that we remove the pedestal, Olympi-

ans fail too," she said. "My most recent experience of the Olym-
pic games was failure and I hope to debunk the idea that we're 
these superhuman creatures. 

"We're all facing challenges where we have to believe in 
ourselves, where there's obstacles out of our control and we don't 
have to let that define our outcome."

Part of the RBC Future Launch program, Wells noted Inuvik 
was the only NWT stop on her Canada-wide tour, with 14 other 
stops across the country. 

Though she added she had an ulterior motive to coming this 
far north.

"This is our final stop," she said. 
"My sister Athena lives up here, so it's kind of fun that I get 

to do this and get to see her too."
Wells will be back to check up on the students' passion proj-

ects in May.

Sarah Wells was in Inuvik Feb. 24 to 25 to inspire students

Olympic hurdler shares story

Canadian 
Olympian 

Sarah Wells 
was at East 

Three School 
Feb. 24 to 
25 to help 

coach the stu-
dents in self-

confidence. 
She told them 

her story of 
being cut from 
team Canada 
and how she 

rebounded her 
life.

Eric Bowling/NNSL photo

by Eric Bowling 
Northern News Services

Inuvik
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Digital skills training offered
Deline

Those looking to become a digital technology champion 
had their chance to participate in free digital training thanks to 
DigitalNWT and Aurora College.

The course took place March 2 to 5 at the Deline Learning 
Centre.

"No experience is necessary – the first course provides a 
foundation in basic digital literacy training," states a bulletin on 
social media.

Participants learned about digital devices, the internet, social 
media, apps and being proactive online.

Those who signed up with Aurora College for the course 
received a free computer for taking the course, according to the 
bulletin.

"DigitalNWT equips a team of community-based instructors 
with the skills to offer digital literacy training in communities 
across the NWT," states its website.

– Erin Steele

 March filled with 
community events

Acho Dene Koe/Fort Liard
During the month of March, those looking for things to do 

need only to look to the Acho Dene Koe and Hamlet of Fort 
Liard events calendar.

The Gathering Place is host to a board game night on March 
10 and a Mario Kart 64 tournament on March 12.

Activities also include a movie night March 13, a dice tour-
nament on March 18 and a doubles crib tournament on March 
26. All activities take place at 7 p.m.

The month winds down with a Star Craft Tournament from 4 
p.m. to 8 p.m. on March 31 at the Gathering Place.

– Erin Steele

Class teaches batch cooking
Lli Goline/Norman Wells

For the first time, residents of Norman Wells will get to learn 
about batch cooking thanks to the Northwest Territories Health 
and Social Services Authority.

There are five spots available and open to anyone who wants 
to learn about batch cooking.

"Let's cook a prepared meal together and learn about healthy 
eating and nutrition," states a bulletin on social media.

"Rena Chapple from Tulita will be teaching us about this 
program that she has organized in her home community."

The class will take place March 18 from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. in 
the day program area. 

Program instructor Rena Chapple is a community health 
representative.  

– Erin Steele

Walk to Tuk wraps up
NWT

After spending January and February logging as many 
kilometers as possible for the annual Walk to Tuk event put on 
by NWT Recreation and Parks, participants can now rest easy.

The community walking challenge officially ended on Feb. 
29 with the final prizes drawn on March 1.

Around the North
If you have an item of interest from your community, call (867) 873-4031, or email: editorial@nnsl.com

Paul Bickford/NNSL photo

K'AmbA cousINs
Sharon Pekok, left, recreation director with K'atlodeeche First Nation and liaison with the K'amba Carnival Committee, vice-chair Treena Corrigal and chairperson 
Aaron Tambour started planning early for the carnival this year. They are wearing some of the K'amba Carnival hoodies.

Please see Calendar, page 14



NEWS/NORTH NWT, Monday, March 9, 2020  13

A road at Mike Zubko Airport in 
Inuvik that the Canadian Forces asked 
the town to name on its behalf will be 
called Anderson Road in memory of 
Cpl. Jordan Anderson, who died serving 
Canada in Afghanistan in 2007 and went 
to school in the community. 

His wife, Amanda, sent the Inuvik 
Drum the following statement.

"Thank you to the Town of Inuvik 
for choosing to name Airport Road in 
honour of my late husband Cpl. Jordan 
J Anderson (3PPCLI). There were many 
incredible and noteworthy candidates to 
name the road after and all are to be 
commended." 

Now that the vote is concluded, a 
motion will be presented to Town Coun-
cil for approval at its next meeting.

Jordan Anderson as a boy. He lived in many north-
ern communities including Inuvik, Pelly Bay and 
Tuktoyaktuk.  

Jordan Anderson, 
centre in back, 
with members of 
his family during a 
Christmas holiday.  
With him are his 
brother Sam Ander-
son, father James 
Anderson, brother 
Ben Anderson, 
grandma Margaret 
Anderson, mother 
Sheila Anderson, 
and brother Matt 
Anderson. Jordan 
was born in Iqaluit 
and raised in the 
North by his parents 
James and Sheila 
Anderson, along 
with his three broth-
ers, Ben, Matt and 
Sam.
photos courtesy of Amanda Anderson

Anderson in his high school football uniform.  

Cpl. Jordan Anderson went to school in Inuvik. He 
died in Afghanistan in 2007 while serving in the 
Canadian Forces.  

Northern News Services

Inuvik votes to honour veteran
photo story

CEREMONY 
Feature
by Eric Bowling 
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The grand prize winners of the Canadian North flight pass 
were Jackie Fidler of the von Brown Family Walkers and Barrie 
Stone of the Southern Stars, according to the Walk to Tuk website.

All participants who individually or as a team logged in a 
total of 1,658 kilometers – the same distance as the Big River 
from Fort Providence to Tuktoyaktuk – received an "I walked 
to Tuk" t-shirt.

– Erin Steele

Calendar packed with events
Lli Goline/Norman Wells

Residents of Norman Wells will have plenty of opportunities 
to participate in community events taking place all throughout 
March.

The Norman Wells play group for kids ages 4 and under 
takes place Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. at 
the community hall. All residents are invited to join the weekly 
Friday night suppers at 6 p.m. at the Legion. For those 15 years 
and older looking to get active, volleyball is offered every Sun-
day from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. at the Mackenzie Mountain School.

The calendar of events also includes Zumba, sports, music, 
sewing, movies and more.

– Erin Steele

Elder and former chief Johnny 
Kyikavichik dies

Fort McPherson
Many in the Beaufort Delta were in Fort McPherson to pay 

their respects for Johnny Kyikavichik, also known as Johnny 
Kaye, a former chief of the Tetlit Gwich'in Council who died 
Feb. 24 at the age of 67.

He served as chief from 2004 to 2007 and was fondly 
remembered for his calm demeanour and connections to the 
land.

He was the son of widely respected Elders Peter and Mary 
Kaye. He's survived by his wife Annie and five children, as well 
as two adopted grandchildren.

A statement from the Gwich'in Tribal Council reads "It was 
an honour to have known and worked with a great man like 
Johnny. Everyone who knew him will miss him dearly. We 
will miss his wisdom and knowledge that he humbly shared 
with us."

– Eric Bowling

Program develops hockey skills
Lli Goline/Norman Wells

Kids aged seven and up who are interested in growing their 
hockey skills will have their chance thanks to the Town of Nor-

man Wells and KidSport. 
The Norman Wells hockey development program begins 

March 10 and will take place every Tuesday from 4 p.m. to 5 
p.m. at the Ray Persson Memorial Arena.

"This program is designed to focus on different skills that 
are needed in the game of hockey," states a bulletin on social 
media.

"No matter what skill level you are at, there's great oppor-
tunity to improve your game."

Participants will learn and enhance their puck skills, skating 
skills and team skills. 

– Erin Steele

around the NWT

photo courtesy of Jill Herbert

ulu-gloo
An igloo built near Ulukhaktok. Students in Ulukhaktok and Paulatuk recently had an opportunity to learn 
how to build similar strucutres with Elders.

ATN from page 12
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phone: (867) 873-4031 • email: sports@nnsl.com • Fax: (867) 873-8507

Sports & Recreation

If you're going to win a 
hockey tournament, this is 
how you do it.

A team of atom hockey 
players in Hay River won 
a recent tournament in their 
home town.

Hay River Huskies Atoms 
White – one of two Hay River 
teams playing – won gold 
by taking the championship 
game against the Fort Smith 
Hawks, which took home sil-
ver.

The winning team claimed 
gold by tying the cham-
pionship game with only a 
minute-and-a-half left and 
scoring the final goal with 
1.6 seconds on the clock, said 

Kirsten Fischer, the Atoms 
division director with Hay 
River Minor Hockey.

The Hay River Huskies 
Atoms Blue claimed bronze 
for third place.

"We were very proud of 
both teams for finishing in 
the top 3," said Fischer.

The Feb. 21 to 23 tourna-
ment – for players nine and 
10 years of age – attracted 
eight teams. Along with the 
two teams from Hay River 
and two from Fort Smith, two 
others came from Yellow-
knife, one from Fort Provi-
dence and one from Rainbow 
Lake, Alta.

The tournament was spon-
sored by the Rusty Blades 
Oldtimers Hockey Club.

In all, 18 games were 

played during the tournament.
Fischer noted all of them 

were very close matches, 
especially the finals. 

"So it could have been 
anybody's tournament," said 

the organizer. "We didn't go 
into the tournament thinking 
Hay River is going to win it 
or Fort Smith is going to win 
it. Every single game was 
close like that."

Fischer expressed appre-
ciation to the parents of the 
players for helping with the 
tournament.

"You really can't make 
those tournaments happen 

without the help of the par-
ents," she said. "Our par-
ents for that division really 
stepped up and helped a lot 
with that tournament. It was 
awesome."

Hay River Huskies atoms win title in their own backyard in dramatic fashion

Hometown team takes gold

photo courtesy of Marilyn Marshall

Hay River Huskies Atoms White won a tournament held in Hay River from Feb. 21 to 23. The team con-
sists of, front, Lennox Moore; second row, left to right, Andre Permajo, Sophie Hawkins, Keira Durocher, 
Kaiah Carter, Brody Humbke and Carter Fraser; and back row, left to right, Tod Ashton (head coach), Jersey 
Ashton, Xander Thompson, John Bassett, Delaney Buckley, Junjun Reonal, Ryder Korotash, Jackson Fuller, 
Braiyn Coleman and Brandon Humbke (assistant coach).

by Paul Bickford
 Northern News Services

Hay River

The outdoor fun returns 
Hay River 

The biggest pond hockey tournament North of 60 is 
back for another run this month.

Polar Pond Hockey in Hay River will happen from 
March 14 to 16 at the Fisherman's Wharf right on the Hay 
River itself. 

The action will get underway on opening day at 5 p.m. 
with the first game for everyone followed by a party in the 
tent on the wharf. The following day will see teams finish 
up the round-robin with the playoffs starting on the final 
day.

Every team in both the open and women's division are 
guaranteed to have at least one playoff game as everyone 
gets in. The bracket for the playoffs will be set up once 
round-robin play finishes on March 15.

Archers take aim 
Somba K'e/Yellowknife

More than 30 archers from around the NWT converged 
on the capital for the 2020 NWT Indoor Target Archery 
Championships, which wrapped up on March 8.

There were three categories of bow in play – recurve, 
barebow and compound – with three age categories: cub for 
those 14 years of age and younger, cadet for 17 and younger 
and adult for 18 and up. 

Saturday's action began at 12 p.m. while Sunday's sched-
ule got underway at 9 a.m.

Equipment was available to rent from the Aboriginal 
Sports Circle of the NWT, the event organizers, and entry 
is free to anyone who wants to do it.

Cadets hit the trails 
Valcartier, Que.

The 2020 Cadet National Biathlon Championships are 
all over in Valcartier, Que., and the NWT had some skin in 
the game at this year's event.

Cadets from Yellowknife and Norman Wells were in 
action and it began on March 3 with the sprint races. Haley 
Cassie of Norman Wells was in the senior girls 6-km event 
and finished in 14th place overall while Effie Lockhart of 
Yellowknife competed in the junior girls 4.5-km race and 
was a respectable ninth place. 

Gordon Kwong of Yellowknife was in the junior boys 
4.5-km race and ended up 15th. 

The results of the other races, including the relay races, 
weren't known as of press time and will appear in a future 
edition of NWT News/North.

SPORTS
Check

with James McCarthy
email: sports@nnsl.com
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It was a full house in Yel-
lowknife earlier this month 
as the NWT Speed Skating 
Championships emanated 
from the capital on Feb. 29 
and March 1.

A total of 112 skaters from 
Inuvik, Fort Simpson, Hay 
River and Yellowknife were 
out looking to win themselves 
a territorial championship 
or nail down a personal best 

time. It was also a chance 
for the Arctic Winter Games 
squad to get in one last meet 
before leaving for Whitehorse 

in a few days time.
Here's a look at some of 

the action from the meet that 
was.

sports & recreation

It's a race to the finish between Greyson Klein of Fort Simpson, left, and 
Lexus Pellissey of Hay River. Klein would narrowly beat out Pellissey for second 
place in their 300-metre heat.

Mikayla Lafferty of Fort Simpson keeps an eye 
on her competition during the 200-metre pursuit 
races.

Paige Isaiah-Tanche of Fort Simp-
son navigates a corner during the 
300-metre heats.

Stryden Hult-Griffin of Inuvik picks 
up speed as he goes around for his 
second lap during the 200-metre 
pursuit races.

Seigna Hult-
Griffin of Inu-
vik powers her 
way around 
the turn during 
the 200-metre 
pursuit races.

Cue the traffic jam as, from left, Jolie Wolk (Inuvik), Megan Kaglik Lapierre 
(Fort Simpson), Zachary Messier (Yellowknife), Sophia Touesnard (Hay River) 
and Cooper Burns (Yellowknife) head out for their 300-metre heat.

Round and round they go 
Northern News Services

SPEEDSKATING 
Feature

by James McCarthy

SportS Card
speedskating

Stryden hult-griffin

AGE: 17  Community: Inuvik

Stryden was part of the Inuvik contingent 
that competed at the NWT Speed Skating 
Championships in Yellowknife earlier this 
month. He's also on his way to Whitehorse 
for the Arctic Winter Games next week to 
compete in the junior boys division.
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There is one sector of the population I can't stand more than 
any one else: the Learjet liberal set. These trillionaire moral 
betters who claim they will change the world even if it means 
spending every last buck of your money to do it.

Michael Bloomberg had a town hall recently and was asked 
why he flew private, even though private jets are a huge spewer 
of carbon emissions (they're still bad, right?). His 
answer? To try and rid the world of coal jobs. He 
also hinted at the fact that because he's Michael 
Bloomberg, he's too important to fly with the 
commoners because he doesn't want to trouble 
the airlines. Makes me sick – these are the types 
of people who like to lecture you about carbon 
offsets for air travel but don't mind them when 
they fly trans-Atlantic to Davos for their latest 
conference on carbon neutrality. 

Anyway ...

The emergency back-ups stay!
Thank goodness some sort of sanity prevailed at the recent 

NHL general managers meetings in Boca Raton, Florida (do they 
always pick Boca Raton?)

If you were paying attention, you would have seen – and 
heard – that the GMs were considering tinkering with the emer-
gency back-up goaltender rule, the same rule which allowed 
David Ayres to become a folk hero to many. It's the feel-good 
story of the year and the threat of someone else not getting their 
15 minutes was very real earlier this month.

At issue was whether the system is working i.e. are these guys 
really worth the trouble of having around the arena? You know, 
I have a sneaky suspicion Kyle Dubas, GM of the Toronto Maple 
Leafs, earmarked this into the agenda. After all, it was Ayres 
who burned the Maple Leafs in his now-legendary appearance 
with the Carolina Hurricanes.

So the GMs talked about it and after going around the table, 
all 31 of them decided to not monkey around with the emergency 
back-up goaltender rule as it stands. Right now, each home team 
is required to have someone in the building to serve as a stopgap, 
available to either team, should the opportunity arise.

Apparently, there wasn't a problem with it. Of course there 
isn't because in the history of the National Hockey League, there 
have been a grand total of two – two! – people who have been 
pressed into duty: Ayres and Scott Foster, who became a member 
of the Chicago Blackhawks for one night in 2018. The system is 

just fine and why this was even a topic of conversation is beyond 
me. 

Again, this was Dubas probably whining because his team 
lost to a 42-year-old Zamboni driver.

Only the beginning
The 2020 Major League Baseball season is going to be a 

rough one for the Houston Astros, or Asterisks, 
as I like to call them now. And I'm being kind 
when I say rough.

Spring training is on right now and some 
players are already having some fun at Houston's 
expense, such as Trevor Bauer of the Cincinnati 
Reds. The reds played the Los Angeles Dodgers 
on March 1 and Bauer decided to have a little 
fun by giving some of the Dodgers' batters a hint 

at what he was going to throw. Matt Beaty of the Dodgers was 
a fun at-bat to watch as Bauer showed him every pitch he was 
going to throw.

Anthony Rizzo of the Chicago Cubs was another who took a 
veiled shot at the Asterisks while mic'ed up for a game late last 
month. Rizzo was talking with someone from ESPN during an 
at-bat and, when asked what he was expecting from a pitcher, he 
said he didn't know and asked for someone to bang for him. The 
reference is to how Astros players would bang on a garbage can 
to indicate what pitches were coming after they stole the signs 
using a camera in centre field.

I haven't looked forward to a Major League Baseball season 
in many years but this one is going to be so much fun to watch. 
Only problem is I wish I could get to a ballpark where the Astros 
were playing if only to see how bad it gets. Yes, I am all about 
schadenfreude. Schadenfreude and I are best friends.

And finally …
Good Idea: Praising a finger roll by Kyle Kuzma.
Bad Idea: Doris Burke of ESPN praising a finger roll by Kyle 

Kuzma with a sprinkle of saltiness.
Doris Burke is one play-by-play announcer I can actually 

stomach. Not only is she knowledgeable about the sport she's 
commentating on – basketball – she is prepared and does her 
homework. 

She's also from an Irish Catholic family in New Jersey so you 
know she can dine with royalty and hang with the trucker set all 
at the same table. The hug-to-swearing ratio in a family like that 
is something like 50:1 and take it from me – I grew up with a 

Catholic grandfather. I know every dirty joke there is to know.
Burke was on the call when the Los Angeles Lakers took on 

the New Orleans Pelicans on March 1. Kyle Kuzma of the Lak-
ers executed a very nice lay-up on a drive and Burke was a fan of 
it. So much so that it sounds like she enjoyed it a bit too much as 
she may have dropped an extra word in there to describe it, one 
which sounds an awful lot like trucking.

Go and have a listen and see what you think. To me, it sounds 
like she's saying it. Others are trying to cover for her and claim 
she said "looking" but you keep on believing that. Burke said it 
and that's that. The legend that is Doris Burke just continues to 
grow.

Until next time, folks …

Look at what David Ayres nearly 
caused … thanks, National 
Hockey League for not caving

SPORTS 
Talk

with James McCarthy

photo courtesy of Carolina Hurricanes

David Ayres was the first emergency back-up 
goaltender to be credited with an official National 
Hockey League win after his heroics on Feb. 22 
with the Carolina Hurricanes.

Northern News Services
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