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"They're concerned that even if they graduate from Grade 12 ... they are not up to par with  
the rest of Canada."

– Arviat North-Whale Cove MLA John Main on parental concerns with territorial education, page 23.
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Jacqui Iqilan and two others discuss 
what it means to be an Inuk woman  
psychologically, culturally and socially, 
for International Women's Day.

ᖃᓄᖅ ᑐᑭᖃᕐᒪᖔᑦ ᐃᓅᓪᓗᓂ ᐊᕐᓇᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᐃᓱᒪᒃᑯᑦ, ᐃᓕᖅᑯᓯᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᓅᖃᑎᒌᖕᓂᒃᑯᑦ

ᐃᑦᑐᐊᕐᓂᖅ ᐃᓱᒪᓄᑦ ᐃᓄᖕᓂ ᐊᕐᓇᓄᑦ
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Whether to honour family, 
to develop a deeper relationship 
with their culture or to carve 
out a sense of identity, some 
Inuit women are choosing to 
get tradition tattoos.

Inukshuk Aksalnik said her 
identity as an Inuk woman has 
been shaped by her family. 

To honour and remem-
ber her family, she got hand- 
poked traditional tattoos on 
both wrists in 2016.

"I had these designs stuck 
in my head and I knew that I 
wanted to represent my family," 
she said.

Each Y-shaped symbol rep-
resents a close family member, 
Aksalnik explained.

Growing up, she recalls her 
grandmother's forearm tattooed 
with dots, which symbolized 
her life milestones. Following 
her grandmother's example, 
Aksalnik has dots on her wrists.

Besides providing a per-
sonal meaning, the traditional 
tattoos allow her to identify 
and connect with other Inuit 
women.

"I feel proud when I see 
other women have them (tradi-
tional tattoos)," said Aksalnik.

Although she recognizes 
and appreciates that each tattoo 
means something different to 
every Inuk woman, she sees 
traditional tattoos as a way to 
connect and share stories with 
other Inuit women.

Nicole Etitiq has been inter-
ested in tattoos since she was 

a child. Over the years, Etitiq's 
interest in Inuit traditional tat-
toos grew as she continued to 
gain a better understanding of 
her own identity as an Inuk 
woman.

She also comes from a 
family with a history of wea-
ring traditional markings. Her 
great aunt was the last person 
in the family to wear these tra-
ditional markings. 

Etitiq decided to follow her 
family's footsteps by adorning 
her wrists with tattoos in 2017. 

Today she proudly wears 
traditional markings on her fin-
gers, face, chin and neck.

"My tattoos have helped me 
with my identity as an Inuk 
woman by connecting myself 
to a tradition that many of my 
ancestors and family prac-

ticed," she said, adding "my 
tattoos empower me on a regu-
lar basis."

Etitiq did not reveal the 
meaning of her tattoos, but she 
did explain they help her to be 
more mindful in every day life. 

They also serve as a remin-
der of Inuit strength for her. 
She believes it is every woman's 
choice whether they want to 
receive traditional markings.

"We need to recreate the 
space in Inuit Nunangat for 
Inuit women to feel empowered 
to have traditional tattoos," she 
said.

Another Inuk woman, who 
asked for anonymity, said her 
traditional tattoos signify her 
transformation as a woman. 
The day she graduated from 
rehab for alcohol dependence, 
she decided to get traditional 
tattoos.

"My tattoos are a reminder 
of what I've accomplished and 
strengthens me in my sobriety 
when I see them," she said. 
According to her, it is "good to 
see more woman getting tat-
toos."

"I think it was believed that 
not having tattoos means that 
you are still a girl, not of age 
yet," she explained.

Family and personal empowerment provide inspiration for body artwork 

Photo courtesy of Nicole Etitiq

Nicole Etitiq decided to follow her family's foot-
steps and got her first traditional tattoos in 2017. 
She has since gotten tattoos on her face, neck 
and chin. 

ᓂᑰᓪ ᐃᑏᑎᖅ ᒪᓕᒍᒪᓕᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐃᓚᖏᑦᑕ ᑐᒥᖏᓐᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᒥ ᐱᖅᑯᓯᑐᖃᖅᑎᒍᑦ ᑲᑭᓃᖅᑖᖅᖢᓂ 2017–ᒥ. 
ᑕᐃᒪᙵᓂ ᑐᓐᓃᑖᖅᓯᒪᕗᖅ ᑮᓇᖓᒍᑦ, ᖁᖓᓯᖓᒍᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᑕᓪᓗᐊᒍᑦ.

by Rajnesh Sharma
 Northern News Services

Iqaluit

Women finding Inuit identity and  
connections through traditional tattoos 

ᐃᓄᒃᓱᒃ ᐊᒃᓴᓪᓂᒃ ᐅᓂᒃᑳᖅᐳᖅ 
ᐊᑐᓂ Y–ᒥ ᓴᓂᒪᓂᓕᖕᒥ 
ᑭᒡᒐᖅᑐᐃᓂᖓᓂ 
ᖃᓂᒋᔭᖓᓂ ᐃᓚᒋᔭᒥᓂᑦ. 

Inukshuk Aksalnik 
explained that each 
Y-shaped symbol rep-
resents a close family 
member.
Rajnesh Sharma/NNSL photo

Women's day êêᐊᕐᓇᐃᑦ ᐅᓪᓗᖓ
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Women's day êêᐊᕐᓇᐃᑦ ᐅᓪᓗᖓ

ᐃᖃᓗᒃᑑᑦᑎᐊᕐᒥ 
ᐅᓪᓛᕈᒻᒥᑕᕐᒥ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᔪᖅ 
ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑎᑖᒃᑲᓐᓂᕈᓐᓇᖅᐳᖅ

ᐃᖃᓗᒃᑑᑦᑎᐊᖅ/Cambridge Bay
ᐹᒻ ᓛᖓᓐ ᒫᓐᓇᓕᓴᒥ ᐃᓇᖏᖅᓯᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 

ᐸᕐᓇᐃᓂᕐᒥ ᐱᓇᓱᐊᕈᓯᑕᒫᒥ ᐅᓪᓛᕈᒻᒥᑕᓕᐅᕐᓂᕐᒥ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑎᓄᑦ.

ᓂᕆᔭᒃᓴᐃᑦ ᐊᑐᐃᓐᓇᐅᑎᑕᐅᕗᑦ ᑮᓕᓂᒃ ᖁᑦᑎᒃᑐᒥ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖓᓂ 8 ᐅᓪᓛᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑏᑦ 
ᖃᓄᑐᐃᓐᓇᖅ ᐅᑭᐅᓕᖕᓄᑦ ᑐᙵᓱᒃᑎᑕᐅᕗᑦ, 
ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᓛᖓᓐ, ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᓂᖃᖅᑐᒥ 
ᓂᖅᖠᐅᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᒐᓂᕐᒧᑦ.

ᐹᓐᑲᐃᒃ, ᐊᔾᔨᒌᙱᕈᓘᔭᖅᑐᓂ ᓰᕐᓇᖅᑐᓂ 
ᐱᕈᖅᑐᕕᓂᕐᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᔫᒐᑦ ᓂᕆᔭᒃᓴᐅᒐᔪᒃᐳᑦ. 
ᓴᓇᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᕗᖅ ᐃᒐᐅᑉ ᐃᓗᐊᓂ ᒪᓐᓂᓕᐊᖑᔪᒥ 
ᐃᓚᖃᕈᓘᔭᖅᑐᒥ ᐊᑕᐅᓯᕐᒥ ᐅᓪᓛᖑᔪᒥ. 

ᐃᓚᒋᔭᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᓂᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᑲᑎᒪᔨᐅᔪᓄᑦ, ᓛᖓᓐ ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᑭᓇᑐᐃᓐᓇᖅ 
ᐱᔪᒪᓂᖃᕈᓂ ᐊᑭᓕᖅᓱᖅᑕᐅᓗᓂ ᐃᑲᔪᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᐅᓪᓛᕈᒻᒥᑕᕐᒥ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᔪᒥ – ᐊᐅᓚᑕᐅᕙᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖕᒥ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑎᖏᓐᓄᑦ – 
ᑐᒃᓯᕋᓪᓗᐊᖅᐳᑦ ᐅᕘᓇ ᖃᓄᐃᙱᑦᑎᐊᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐆᒪᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᐱᓕᕆᕝᕕᖓᓂ. 

ᐊᒥᓱᑦ ᐃᖃᓗᒃᑑᑦᑎᐊᕐᒥᐅᑕᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᒪᕗᑦ ᓛᖓᓐᒥ 
ᐅᖃᓕᒫᒐᓕᕆᔨᐅᓂᖓᓂ ᒪᐃ ᕼᐊᑯᖓᒃ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ 
ᐅᖃᓕᒫᒐᖃᕐᕕᖓᓂ. ᐃᓚᒋᐊᖅᓯᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 
ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᕆᐊᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᖃᓂᑦᑑᕗᖅ ᐱᔭᕇᕈᓂ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖕᒥ ᓂᕿᓕᐅᕐᕕᖓᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᑕᐃᑯᙵᐅᓕᕐᓗᓂ ᓱᓪᓗᑯᑖᒃᑯᑦ ᐅᖃᓕᒫᒐᖃᕐᕕᖕᒧᑦ, 
ᑕᐃᑲᓂᑦᑕᐃᓐᓇᖅ ᐃᓂᖃᖅᑐᒥ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖕᒥ. 

Please see Cambridge, page 13

ᑐᕌᖅᑎᑦᑎᓂᖅ ᐃᓂᖓᓂ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕌᓂᒃᑳᖓᒥᒃ 
ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᕐᓂᐅᔪᓄᑦ

ᑕᓗᕐᔪᐊᖅ
ᐱᙳᐊᖅᑐᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᓐᓂ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑎᐅᔪᑦ 

ᑐᓂᓯᓯᒪᕗᑦ ᑐᕌᖅᑎᑦᑎᓂᖅ ᐃᓂᖓᓂ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᔪᓂ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕌᓂᒃᑳᖓᒥᑦ. ᑲᑎᙵᓂᖃᖅᐳᖅ 
ᐱᙳᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᓂ, ᐱᙳᐊᕈᑎᓂᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᓯᖏᓐᓂ 
ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᕐᓂᐅᔪᓂ, ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᓇᐃᑕᓐ ᒪᓐᓂᓚᖅ, 
ᕼᐋᒻᓚᒃᑯᑦ ᐱᙳᐊᖅᑐᓕᕆᔨᖓ.  

ᐊᔾᔨᒌᙱᑦᑑᑎᓂ ᕚᓕᐹᓪᒥ 
ᐊᓕᐊᓇᐃᒋᔭᐅᓛᖑᓯᒪᕗᖅ ᖃᓄᐃᓐᓂᐅᔪᓂ, 
ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ. ᕼᐋᑉᔅᑳᑦᔅ, ᐲᓐ ᐹᒡᒧᑦ ᐃᒋᑦᑎᑲᑕᖕᓂᖅ, 
ᓱᒃᑲᓴᐅᑎᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᓇᐃᓴᐅᓯᕆᓂᖅ, ᑲᓚᓂᖅ, ᐱᙳᐊᕐᓂᑦ 
ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᓯᖏᑦ ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᕐᓃᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᕙᒃᐳᑦ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᐅᑉ ᐃᖃᐃᓕᓴᕐᕕᖓᓂ.

ᒪᕐᕉᖕᓂ ᐅᑭᐅᓕᖕᓄᑦ ᑲᑎᙵᓂᖃᖅᐳᖅ ᐊᒻᒪ 
10–ᓂ 15–ᓄᑦ ᒪᒃᑯᒃᑐᓂ ᓴᖅᑭᒐᔪᒃᐳᑦ ᐊᑐᓂ 
ᑲᑎᙵᓂᐅᔪᓄᑦ, ᐅᖃᐅᓯᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᒪᓐᓂᓚᕐᒧᑦ.

ᑐᕌᖅᑎᑦᑎᓂᖅ ᐃᓂᖓᓂ ᐱᔭᕇᕈᓂ ᒫᔾᔨᐅᑉ 
ᓄᙳᐊᓂ, ᑕᖅᑭᑦ ᒪᕐᕉᖕᓂ ᐱᒋᐊᓚᐅᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ, 
ᓵᓚᖃᐅᓯᐊᖃᕐᓂᐊᖅᐳᑦ ᑕᐃᒃᑯᓄᖓ 
ᐅᐸᑦᑎᐊᒃᑲᐅᓛᖑᔪᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᒃᑲᐅᓂᖅᐹᒧᑦ 
ᐃᓚᐅᖃᑕᐅᔪᓄᑦ, ᒪᓐᓂᓚᖅ ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ.

ᐅᕕᓂᕈᕐᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐸᐃᑉᐹᖅᑖᕐᓂᕐᓂ 
ᑐᓐᓂᖅᓴᖅᑕᐅᓂᐊᖅᐳᑦ ᑭᒃᑯᓕᒫᓄᑦ ᐃᓚᐅᖃᑕᐅᔪᓄᑦ, 
ᐃᓚᒋᐊᖅᓯᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ.

"ᑕᑯᔪᒪᕗᒍᑦ ᖃᓄᐃᓐᓂᖓ ᖃᓄᐃᓕᖓᓂᖓᓂ. 
ᐱᐅᒍᓂ ᐆᒃᑐᒃᑲᓐᓂᓛᕈᒪᕗᒍᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐱᒋᐊᕋᓱᐊᕐᓗᒍ 
ᐅᑭᐅᓕᒫᒧᑦ," ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ. "ᐊᐅᔭᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᐅᔭᒥ 
ᐅᓪᓗᕐᒥ ᑕᖕᒫᕐᓂᖃᓲᖑᕗᒍᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᑕᐃᓐᓇ 
ᐅᐸᒃᑕᐅᑦᑎᐊᖃᑦᑕᖅᐳᖅ, ᐱᐅᔪᒻᒪᕆᒃ." 

Please see Leading, page 13
ᓂᕿᑦᑎᐊᕙᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᑲᑎᒪᓂᐅᔪᑦ

ᑰᒑᕐᔪᒃ
ᓂᕿᑦᑎᐊᕙᖕᓂ ᑐᓐᓂᖅᓴᐃᓂᐅᔪᖅ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᔪᖅ 

ᖃᓂᒡᓕᕗᖅ ᐃᓱᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᓂᖓᓄᑦ. ᑐᒃᑐ, 
ᐅᒥᖕᒪᐅᑉ ᓂᕿᖓ, ᐃᖃᓗᑦ, ᓇᑦᑎᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐅᒡᔪᑦ 
ᓂᐅᕕᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᕗᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᑐᓐᓂᖅᓴᖅᑕᐅᓪᓗᑎᒃ 
ᓄᓇᓕᖕᒥᐅᑕᓄᑦ ᐱᔭᕆᐊᖃᓛᖑᔪᓄᑦ, ᐱᓗᐊᖅᑐᒥ 
ᐃᓄᑐᖃᕐᓄᑦ, ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᔮᓱᐊ ᕿᙳᓐ, ᐊᐅᓚᑦᑎᔨ 
ᑯᕐᑕᐃᕈᕐᔪᐊᖅ ᐊᖑᓇᓱᒃᑎᓂ ᒥᑭᒋᐊᕐᓂᐊᖅᑎᒃᑯᓐᓂᓪᓗ 
ᑲᑐᔾᔨᖃᑎᒌᖑᔪᓄᑦ. 

"ᐱᕚᓪᓕᕈᑕᐅᕗᖅ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓄᑦ," ᐅᖃᐅᓯᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 
ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᔪᒥ. 

ᖃᔅᓯᐊᕐᔪᖕᓂ ᑲᑎᒪᓂᖃᖅᓯᒪᕗᑦ ᒫᓐᓇᓕᓴᐅᔪᒥ. 
ᑭᒡᒐᖅᑐᐃᔨᐅᔪᑦ ᐊᕙᑎᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᓐᓂ ᑕᒪᐅᙵ 
ᓄᖅᑲᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᐅᖃᖃᑎᖃᕆᐊᖅᑐᖅᖢᑎᒃ 
ᖃᑯᖅᑕᑯᓗᐃᑦ ᕿᑭᖅᑕᓂ ᑐᒃᑐᓄᑦ ᒥᒃᓵᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᑕᑯᑎᑦᑎᓂᕐᒥ ᑭᖑᓪᓕᖅᐹᖑᔪᓂ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᐃᓂᐅᔪᓂ 
ᐃᓛᑰᓕᖓᓂᖏᓐᓂᑦ.

ᓄᓇᕐᔪᐊᒥ ᐆᒪᔪᓄᑦ ᑮᓇᐅᔭᖃᖅᑎᑦᑎᔨᐅᔪᑦ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ 
ᐳᓚᕋᓚᐅᕆᕗᑦ ᐊᖑᓇᓱᒃᑎᓂ ᒥᑭᒋᐊᕐᓂᐊᖅᑎᒃᑯᓐᓂᓪᓗ 
ᑲᑐᔾᔨᖃᑎᒌᖑᔪᓄᑦ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᒃᓴᖏᓐᓂ ᐱᔭᖅᑐᖅᖢᑎᒃ 
ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᑎᑎᕋᖅᑕᐅᒋᐊᙵᕈᑕᐅᔪᒥ ᓄᓇᒥᒃ–
ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᓂᖓᓂ ᐸᕐᓇᐅᑎᖓᓐᓂ, ᐅᖃᐅᓯᐅᓪᓗᓂ 
ᕿᙳᓐᒧᑦ.

Please see Country, page 14

Every woman experiences life 
through her unique lens. To various 
degrees, psychological, cultural 

and social factors ultimately influ-
ence her thoughts and behaviours. 

What is like to be an Inuk 

woman? Nunavut News reached 
out to three Inuit women to get a 
glimpse into their worlds.

Did we get it wrong?
Nunavut News is committed to getting facts 

and names right. With that goes a commitment to 
acknowledge mistakes and run corrections. If you 
spot an error in Nunavut News/North, call (867) 979-
5990 and ask to speak to an editor, or email editor-
ial@nnsl.com. We'll get a correction or clarification 
in as soon as we can.

What it means to be an Inuk woman 
psychologically, culturally and socially

A window into the  
lives of Inuk women
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Mary-Lee Aliyak feels very proud to be an Inuk 
woman.

 photo courtesy of Jacqui Iqilan

"I know that I have the mental strength to heal 
for the generations before me," says Jacqui Iqilan.

News
Briefs

ᒥᐊᕆ-ᓖ ᐊᓕᔭᖅ "ᐊᒃᓱᐊᓗᒃ" ᐅᐱᒍᓱᒃᐳᖅ ᐃᓅᓪᓗᓂ 
ᐊᕐᓇᐅᓂᖓᓂ.

ᐃᓚᒋᔭᐅᔪᖅ ᒪᓕᒐᓕᐅᕐᕕᖕᒥ ᑳᑎ ᑕᐅᑐᙱ ᐅᖃᖅᐳᖅ ᐃᓚᖏᑦ 
ᐃᓕᑦᑎᑎᓯᓯᒪᕗᑦ ᐱᒻᒪᕆᐅᓂᖓᓂ ᐃᒃᐱᒍᓱᑦᑎᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᑐᙵᓇᕐᓂᕐᒥ. 

"ᖃᐅᔨᒪᕗᖓ ᐃᓱᒪᒃᑯᑦ ᓴᙱᓂᖃᕐᓂᓐᓂ ᒪᒥᓴᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᐱᐅᓯᖃᑎᒌᖑᔪᓂᑦ ᓯᕗᓂᓐᓂ," ᐅᖃᖅᐳᖅ ᔮᑭ ᐃᕿᓚᓐ.

Jacqui Iqilan
For Jacqui Iqilan being an Inuk woman means being adaptive, resilient 

and having a "great sense of humor." She believes it is embedded within Inuit 
women to overcome challenges and hardships with lightheartedness.

Psychologically however, Iqilan admits she feels the weight of genera-
tional trauma. She explained how her grandmother, who endured hardships, 
was unable to heal due to a lack of mental health services.

"This means that I am the first to face the depths of not only healing 
myself, but healing my mother and grandmother within me as I go through 
it, too," said Iqilan.

"It's a really heavy feeling, psychologically," she said, adding it was in her 
mid-20's when she finally understood that her mental health was inherited.

"Often times, throughout the majority of my life, I've felt the weight of it 
but thought it was all my fault and only my problem," explained Iqilan.

As an Inuk woman, she feels she should be knowledgeable about how to 
harvest off the land.

"I am already expected to know how to hunt, prepare, cook and sew," said 
the 28-year-old, adding "not having access to this knowledge as I was grow-
ing up has put me into an uncomfortable position of shame, embarrassment 
and guilt."

Besides the pressure of carrying deep traditional knowledge and skills, 
there is an expectation to advance successfully within the Western world, she 
said, referring to money, education and career status.

"There's a lot of pressure to be the best in two worlds today and an 
unbelievably high expectation to gracefully walk through both of them."

She also believes there is a different standard in place between men and 
women in the Inuit culture. Iqilan specifically addressed the issue of violence 
against women.

"It's almost like women are treated with the full responsibility to heal a 
community," she said. She feels men need to take action to heal themselves.

Mary-Lee Aliyak
Mary-Lee Aliyak feels one of her roles as an Inuk woman is to bring back Inuit 

knowledge and inspire others to do the same.
"So many things haven't been passed on, in the last 40 years, especially what's 

expected of an Inuk woman," she said.
She wants to bring back the beauty and uniqueness that comes with being an 

Inuk woman. Aliyak believes Inuit women are supposed to be strong, resilient 
and adaptable.

They should be able to provide a home for their family, feed and clothe their 
children.

She practices these values in her own life by providing a stable home and 
remaining strong-minded for her three children. She also spends a lot of time 
sewing Inuit clothing.

As an Inuk woman, she feels like an equal to her husband despite the differ-
ence in their roles. Within the Inuit culture she feel respected as a woman and 
connected to her community. When not working her full-time job or caring for her 
family, she is participating in a plethora of community events.

Being able to embrace and accept who she is an Inuk woman has allowed her 
to be confident.

"I am very happy and proud to be an Inuk," said Aliyak.

Cathy Towtongie
Rankin Inlet North-Chesterfield Inlet MLA Cathy Tow-

tongie, 60, grew up learning the importance of sewing. It is a 
skill she has felt she tightly honed over the years.

"I am fairly confident with my sewing," she said.
She can sew an array of clothing (jackets, windpants, mitts) 

from both caribou and seal skins. 
"I have tried to the best of my ability to keep that (sewing) 

tradition," she said.
As an Inuk woman, she was also taught how to dry, slice and 

store caribou meat properly for winter. Using caribou bones to 
make a special delicacy (paqquti) was yet another skill passed 
down to her. For Towtongie, being an Inuk woman means to have 
a "clean soul" (tanniq). "By clean, I mean, I do not drink (alcohol) 
nor do I swear," she explained. As a young girl, the idea of keep-
ing a tidy and clean house was also instilled in her.

"My grandmother told me, 'always when you are leaving your 
home, clean it, leave it clean. When you come back tired, you will 
come home to a clean home'", said Towtongie.

Psychologically, Towtongie finds comfort on the land due to 
her "intimate connection" with nature.

"I go out on the land to find solitude," she said. Nature 
grounds her and allows her to find balance within her life.

photo courtesy of Cathy Towtongie

MLA Cathy Towtongie says her family has instilled in 
her the importance of respect and kindness. 

by Rajnesh Sharma 
Northern News Services

Nunavut
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ᑕᒪᕐᒥᒃ ᐊᕐᓇᐃᑦ ᐊᑐᓲᖑᕗᑦ ᐃᓅᓯᕐᒥ ᐊᔾᔨᐅᙱᑦᑐᒥ 
ᑕᑯᓐᓇᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ. ᐊᔾᔨᒌᙱᓐᓂᐅᔪᓂ, ᐃᓱᒪᒃᑯᑦ, ᐃᓕᖅᑯᓯᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐃᓅᖃᑎᒌᖕᓂᒃᑯᑦ ᐱᔾᔪᑕᐅᔪᓂ ᑎᓕᐅᕆᔪᓐᓇᖅᐳᖅ ᐃᓱᒪᒋᔭᖏᓐᓂ 
ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᓕᖅᑯᓯᖃᕐᕕᒋᔭᖏᓐᓂ. ᖃᓄᐃᑉᐸ ᐃᓅᓪᓗᓂ ᐊᕐᓇᐅᓪᓗᓂ? 
ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᐃᓴᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᐱᖓᓱᓄᑦ ᐃᓄᖕᓄᑦ ᐊᕐᓇᓄᑦ 
ᐃᑦᑐᐊᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᓄᓇᕐᔪᐊᖏᓐᓄᑦ.

ᔮᑭ ᐃᕿᓚᓐ
ᔮᑭ ᐃᕿᓚᓐᒧᑦ ᐃᓅᓪᓗᓂ ᐊᕐᓇᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᑐᑭᖃᖅᐳᖅ 

ᓱᖏᐅᑎᓴᕋᐃᓪᓗᓂ, ᓴᙱᓗᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ "ᑎᔅᓯᓈᖃᓂᖃᕐᔪᐊᕐᓗᓂ." 
ᐅᒃᐱᕈᓱᒃᐳᖅ ᐃᓕᓯᒪᕐᔪᐊᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᐃᓗᒃᑯᑦ ᐃᓄᖕᓂ ᐊᕐᓇᓄᑦ 
ᖄᖏᐅᑎᓂᕐᒥ ᐊᒃᓱᕈᕈᑕᐅᔪᓂᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᒃᓱᕈᕐᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᐃᓱᒫᓗᓗᐊᕐᓇᓂ.

ᐃᓱᒪᒃᑯᑦ ᑭᓯᐊᓂ, ᐃᕿᓚᓐ ᐅᖃᖅᐳᖅ ᐃᒃᐱᒍᓱᓲᖑᕗᖅ 
ᐅᖁᒪᐃᓐᓂᖓᓂ ᐱᖅᑯᓯᖃᑎᒌᒃᑐᓄᑦ ᐱᓂᕐᓗᖕᓂᕐᔪᐊᖑᔪᓂ. 
ᐅᓂᒃᑳᖅᐳᖅ, ᐊᓈᓇᑦᑎᐊᖓ, ᐊᑐᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ ᐊᒃᓱᕈᕐᓂᐅᔪᓂ, 
ᒪᒥᓴᕈᓐᓇᓚᐅᙱᑉᐳᖅ ᐱᔾᔪᑎᖃᖅᑐᒥ ᐱᑕᖃᙱᓗᐊᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᐃᓱᒪᒧᑦ 
ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᙱᑦᑐᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐱᔨᑦᑎᕋᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ.

"ᐅᓇ ᑐᑭᖃᖅᐳᖅ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᖑᓂᓐᓂ ᓵᙵᓂᓐᓂ ᐃᓗᑐᓂᐅᔪᓂ 
ᐅᕙᓐᓂᑐᐊᖑᙱᑦᑐᖅ ᒪᒥᓴᐃᓂᕐᒥ, ᑭᓯᐊᓂᑦᑕᐅᖅ ᒪᒥᓴᕐᓂᓐᓂ 
ᐊᓈᓇᓐᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᓈᓇᑦᑎᐊᓐᓄᑦ ᐃᓗᓐᓂ ᐊᑐᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ," ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 
ᐃᕿᓚᓐ.

"ᐅᖁᒪᐃᕐᔪᐊᖅᖢᓂ ᐃᒃᐱᒍᓱᖕᓂᐅᕗᖅ, ᐃᓱᒪᒃᑯᑦ," ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ, 
ᐃᓚᒋᐊᖅᓯᓪᓗᓂ ᕿᑎᖅᐸᓯᐊᓂ-20–ᖏᓐᓃᓕᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ 
ᑐᑭᓯᓕᑕᐃᓐᓇᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᐃᓱᒪᖓᓂ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᙱᑦᑐᓕᕆᓂᖓ 
ᑐᓂᔭᐅᓯᒪᓂᖓᓂ ᓯᕗᕚᖏᓐᓂ.

"ᐊᒥᓱᐊᖅᓱᖅᖢᖓ, ᑕᒪᕐᒥᒐᓚᖕᒥ ᐃᓅᓯᓐᓂ, ᐃᒃᐱᒍᓱᒃᓯᒪᕗᖓ 
ᐅᖁᒪᐃᓐᓂᖓᓂ ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᐃᓱᒪᕙᓚᐅᖅᐳᖓ ᐱᑎᑦᑎᓚᐅᕐᓂᓐᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐊᑲᐅᙱᓕᐅᕈᑎᒋᔭᑐᐊᕆᓂᓐᓂ," ᐅᓂᒃᑳᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐃᕿᓚᓐ.

ᐃᓅᓪᓗᓂ ᐊᕐᓇᐅᓪᓗᓂ, ᐃᒃᐱᒍᓱᓲᖑᕗᖅ ᖃᐅᔨᒪᓂᖃᓪᓗᐊᕐᓂᖓᓂ 
ᖃᓄᖅ ᓄᓇᒥᑦ ᐊᖑᓇᓱᒍᓐᓇᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ.

"ᓂᕆᐅᒋᔭᐅᕗᖓ ᖃᐅᔨᒪᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐊᖑᓇᓱᖕᓂᕐᒥ, ᐸᕐᓇᐃᓂᕐᒧᑦ, 
ᓂᖅᖠᐅᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᒥᖅᓱᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ," ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 28–ᓂ 
ᐅᑭᐅᓕᒃ, ᐃᓚᒋᐊᖅᓯᓪᓗᓂ "ᐊᑐᐃᓐᓇᖃᕐᓇᓂ ᐆᒥᖓ ᖃᐅᔨᒪᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐱᕈᖅᓴᑎᓪᓗᖓ ᐅᕙᓐᓄᑦ ᐃᓕᓯᓯᒪᕗᖅ ᐃᓗᐊᙱᑦᑐᒥ ᐃᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᑕᓗᕈᒃᑯᑎᓂᕐᒥ, ᑲᙳᓱᖕᓂᕐᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐅᒡᒍᐊᕐᓂᕐᒥ."

ᐊᓯᐊᒍᑦ ᐊᒃᓱᕈᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᒡᔭᖅᓯᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐃᓗᑐᔪᒥ ᐱᖅᑯᓯᑐᖃᖅᑎᒍᑦ 
ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᔪᙱᓐᓂᐅᔪᓂ, ᓂᕆᐅᖕᓂᖃᖅᐳᖅ ᐅᖓᕙᑦᑎᐊᕈᓐᓇᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᐃᓗᐊᓂ ᖃᓪᓗᓈᑦ ᓄᓇᖓᓐᓂ, ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ, ᐅᖃᐅᓯᖃᖅᖢᓂ 
ᑮᓇᐅᔭᓄᑦ, ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔮᖑᔪᒧᑦ ᖃᓄᐃᓕᖓᓂᖓᓂ.

"ᐊᔭᐅᕆᓂᖃᕐᔪᐊᖅᐳᖅ ᐱᐅᓂᖅᐹᖑᓂᕐᒥ ᒪᕐᕉᖕᓂ ᓄᓇᕐᔪᐊᖑᔪᓂ 
ᐅᓪᓗᒥᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐅᒃᐱᕐᓇᙱᑦᑐᒥ ᖁᑦᑎᕐᔪᐊᖅᑐᒥ ᓂᕆᐅᖕᓂᖃᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐱᓱᑦᑎᐊᕈᓐᓇᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᑕᒪᒃᑭᓄᑦ."

ᐅᒃᐱᕈᓱᒃᑭᕗᖅ ᐊᔾᔨᒋᙱᑕᖓᓂ ᐊᑐᒐᒃᓴᓂ ᐋᖅᑭᒃᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᓂ 

ᐃᓕᓯᒪᔪᒥ ᐊᖑᑎᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᕐᓇᓄᑦ ᐃᓂᐃᑦ ᐃᓕᖅᑯᓯᖓᓐᓂ. ᐃᕿᓚᓐ 
ᑭᐅᓪᓚᕆᖕᓂᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐊᑲᐅᙱᓕᐅᕈᑕᐅᔪᒥ ᐋᓐᓂᖅᓯᕆᓂᐅᔪᓄᑦ 
ᐊᕐᓇᓄᑦ.

"ᓲᕐᓗ ᐊᕐᓇᐃᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᓲᖑᕗᑦ ᑕᒪᕐᒥᒃ ᑲᒪᒋᔭᖃᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᒪᒥᓴᐃᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᓄᓇᓕᐅᔪᓂ," ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ. ᐃᒃᐱᒍᓱᒃᐳᖅ ᐊᖑᑏᑦ 
ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᕐᓂᖃᕆᐊᖃᖅᐳᑦ ᐃᒻᒥᖕᓂᒃ ᒪᒥᓴᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ.

ᒥᐊᕆ–ᓖ ᐊᓕᔭᖅ
ᒥᐊᕆ–ᓖ ᐊᓕᔭᖅ ᐃᒃᐱᒍᓱᒃᐳᖅ ᐊᑕᐅᓯᕐᒥ ᐊᑐᕐᓂᖃᐅᑎᖓᓂ 

ᐃᓅᓪᓗᓂ ᐊᕐᓇᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᐅᑎᖅᑎᕆᓂᕐᒥ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᒪᔭᑐᖃᖏᓐᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᑲᔪᖏᖅᓴᐃᓗᓂ ᐊᓯᖏᓐᓂ ᑕᐃᒪᐃᓕᐅᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ.

"ᐊᒥᓱᒻᒪᕆᐊᓗᖕᓂ ᑐᓂᔭᐅᓯᒪᕗᑦ ᑕᐃᔅᓱᒪᓂᐅᔪᒥ, ᖄᖏᖅᓯᒪᓕᖅᑐᓂ 
ᐊᕐᕌᒍᓄᑦ 40–ᓄᑦ, ᐱᓗᐊᖅᑐᒥ ᓂᕆᐅᒋᔭᐅᓂᐅᔪᓄᑦ ᐃᓅᓪᓗᓂ 
ᐊᕐᓇᐅᓪᓗᓂ," ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ.

ᐅᑎᖅᑎᕆᔪᒪᕗᖅ ᐱᐅᓂᖓᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᔾᔨᐅᙱᓐᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐃᓚᖃᖅᑐᒥ ᐃᓅᓪᓗᓂ ᐊᕐᓇᐅᓪᓗᓂ. ᐊᓕᔭᖅ ᐅᒃᐱᕈᓱᒃᐳᖅ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ 
ᐊᕐᓇᐃᑦ ᓴᙱᔭᕆᐊᖃᖅᐳᑦ, ᖃᓄᐃᑦᑐᓐᓃᑲᐅᖅᑐᖅᐸᒡᓗᑎᒃ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᓱᖏᐅᑎᓴᕋᐃᓪᓗᑎᒃ. ᐊᖏᕐᕋᖃᖅᑎᑦᑎᔪᓐᓇᓪᓗᐊᖅᐳᑦ ᐃᓚᖏᓐᓄᑦ, 
ᓂᕆᑎᑦᑎᕙᒡᓗᑎᒃ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᓐᓄᕌᖅᑐᖅᓯᕙᒡᓗᑎᒃ ᕿᑐᕐᙵᒥᓂᑦ.

ᐊᑐᓲᕆᕙᖓ ᐅᑯᓂᖓ ᐱᓐᓇᕆᔭᐅᓂᐅᔪᓄᑦ ᐱᖓᓱᓄᑦ ᕿᑐᕐᙵᒥᓄᑦ. 
ᒥᖅᓱᒐᔪᒃᑭᕗᖅ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᐊᓐᓄᕌᖏᓐᓂᑦ.

ᐃᓅᓪᓗᓂ ᐊᕐᓇᐅᓪᓗᓂ, ᐃᒃᐱᒍᓱᒃᐳᖅ ᓇᓕᒧᑦᑑᓂᖓᓂ ᐅᐃᖓᓄᑦ 
ᐊᔾᔨᒌᙱᓐᓂᖃᕋᓗᐊᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᐊᑐᕐᓂᖃᐅᑎᖏᓐᓂᑦ.

ᐃᓗᐊᓂ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᐃᓕᖅᑯᓯᖓᓐᓂ ᐃᒃᐱᒋᔭᐅᑦᑎᐊᖅᑑᔮᖅᐳᖅ 
ᐊᕐᓇᐅᓂᖓᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᑲᑎᙵᓂᖃᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᓄᓇᓕᖓᓐᓄᑦ. 
ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᙱᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᐅᓪᓗᓕᒫᖅᓯᐅᑎᒥ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔮᖓᓂ ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ 
ᐸᖅᑭᓂᖓᓂ ᐃᓚᖏᓐᓄᑦ, ᐃᓚᐅᖃᑕᐅᕐᔪᐊᖅᐳᖅ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ 
ᖃᓄᐃᓐᓂᐅᔪᓄᑦ.

ᐱᐅᒃᓴᕈᓐᓇᕐᓂᕐᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓈᒻᒪᒍᓱᒍᓐᓇᕐᓂᕐᒥ ᑭᓇᐅᓂᖓᓂ ᐃᓅᓪᓗᓂ 
ᐊᕐᓇᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᐱᔪᓐᓇᖅᑎᑦᑎᓯᒪᕗᖅ ᐃᒻᒥᓂᒃ ᐅᒃᐱᕈᓱᑦᑎᐊᕈᓐᓇᕐᓂᖓᓂ.

"ᖁᕕᐊᓱᑦᑎᐊᖅᐳᖓ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐅᐱᐅᖅᑲᕗᖓ ᐃᓅᓂᓐᓂ," ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 
ᐊᓕᔭᖅ.

ᑳᑎ ᑕᐅᑐᙱ
ᐃᓚᒋᔭᐅᔪᖅ ᒪᓕᒐᓕᐅᕐᕕᖕᒥ ᑳᑎ ᑕᐅᑐᙱ, 60, 

ᐱᕈᖅᓴᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅᐃᓕᑦᑎᓂᕐᒥ ᐱᒻᒪᕆᐅᓂᖓᓂ ᒥᖅᓱᕈᓐᓇᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ. 
ᐊᔪᙱᓐᓂᐅᕗᖅ ᐃᒃᐱᒋᓯᒪᔭᖓᓂ ᐋᖅᑭᑦᑎᐊᒃᑲᓐᓂᕈᓐᓇᓚᐅᕐᓂᖓᓂ 
ᐊᕐᕌᒍᒐᓴᐅᔪᓄᑦ.

"ᐃᒻᒥᓂᒃ ᐅᒃᐱᕈᓱᖕᓂᖃᑦᑎᐊᖅᐳᖓ ᒥᖅᓱᕐᓂᓐᓂ," ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ.
ᒥᖅᓱᕈᓐᓇᖅᐳᖅ ᐊᔾᔨᒌᙱᕈᓘᔭᖅᑐᓂ ᐊᓐᓄᕌᓂᒃ (ᔭᐃᑲᐃᑦ, 

ᓯᓚᐹᑦ, ᐳᐊᓗᐃᑦ) ᑕᒪᒃᑭᓂ ᑐᒃᑑᑉ ᐊᒥᖓᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓇᑦᑎᐅᑉ ᕿᓯᖓᓐᓂ. 
"ᐱᓇᓱᐊᖅᓯᒪᕗᖓ ᐊᔪᙱᓐᓂᓕᒫᓐᓂ ᐱᓯᒪᐃᓐᓇᕋᓱᐊᕐᓂᕐᒥ 
(ᒥᖅᓱᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ) ᐱᖅᑯᓯᑐᖃᐅᔪᒥ," ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ.

ᐃᓅᓪᓗᓂ ᐊᕐᓇᐅᓪᓗᓂ, ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑎᑕᐅᓯᒪᒋᕗᖅ ᐸᓂᖅᑎᕆᓂᕐᒥ, 
ᐱᓚᒃᑐᐃᓂᕐᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᑐᖅᑯᐃᓂᕐᒥ ᑐᒃᑑᑉ ᓂᕿᖓᓐᓂ ᐋᖅᑭᑦᑎᐊᖅᓯᒪᓗᑎᒃ 
ᐅᑭᐅᕐᒧᑦ. ᐊᑐᖅᖢᓂ ᑐᒃᑑᑉ ᓴᐅᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᓴᓇᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᒪᒪᕆᔭᐅᕐᔪᐊᖅᑐᒥ 
ᓂᕆᔭᐅᕙᒃᑐᓂ (ᐸᖅᑯᑎ) ᐊᔪᙱᓐᓂᒃᑲᓐᓂᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᑐᓂᔭᐅᔪᒥ 
ᓯᕗᕚᖏᓐᓂ.

ᑕᐅᑐᙱᒧᑦ, ᐃᓅᓪᓗᓂ ᐊᕐᓇᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᑐᑭᖃᖅᐳᖅ "ᓴᓗᒪᔪᒥ 
ᑕᕐᓂᖃᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ" (ᑕᕐᓂᖅ). "ᓴᓗᒪᓂᕐᒧᑦ, ᐅᖃᖅᐳᖓ, ᐃᒥᖅᐸᙱᓚᖓ 
(ᐃᒥᐊᓗᖕᒥ) ᐊᒻᒪ ᐅᖃᐱᓗᓲᖑᙱᓚᖓ," ᐅᓂᒃᑳᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ. 
ᓂᕕᐊᖅᓵᖑᑎᓪᓗᒍ, ᐃᓱᒪᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᓴᓗᒪᑦᑎᐊᖅᑐᒥ ᐃᒡᓗᖃᕐᓂᕐᒥ ᐅᕙᓐᓄᑦ 
ᐃᓕᑎᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᒋᕗᖅ.

"ᐊᓈᓇᑦᑎᐊᒪ ᐅᖃᐅᑎᕙᓚᐅᖅᐹᖓ, 'ᐊᖏᕐᕋᐃᑦ ᕿᒪᖕᓂᐊᕌᖓᕕᐅᒃ, 
ᓴᓗᒻᒪᖅᓴᕐᓗᒍ, ᕿᒪᒃᐸᒡᓗᒍ ᓴᓗᒪᓗᓂ. ᐅᑎᕈᕕᑦ ᑕᖃᖓᓗᑎᑦ, 
ᐊᖏᕐᕋᕐᓂᐊᖅᐳᑎᑦ ᓴᓗᒪᔪᒧᑦ ᐊᖏᕐᕋᒧᑦ", ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᑕᐅᑐᙱ.

ᐃᓱᒪᒃᑯᑦ, ᑕᐅᑐᙱ ᐃᓗᐊᖅᓴᕐᓂᖃᖅᐳᖅ ᓄᓇᒦᓐᓂᕐᒥ ᐱᔾᔪᑎᖃᖅᑐᒥ 
"ᑲᑎᙵᓂᖃᑦᑎᐊᕐᓂᖓᓂ" ᓯᓚᒧᑦ.

"ᓄᓇᓕᐊᖅᐸᒃᐳᖓ ᓇᓂᓯᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐃᓄᑑᓂᐅᔪᒥ," ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ. 
ᓯᓚ ᑐᙵᕕᖃᖅᑎᑦᑎᐊᓲᖑᕗᖅ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐱᔪᓐᓇᖅᑎᑦᑎᓪᓗᓂ ᓇᓂᓯᓂᕐᒥ 
ᓇᓕᒧᓕᑦᑎᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐃᓅᓯᖓᓐᓂ.

ᖃᓄᖅ ᑐᑭᖃᕐᒪᖔᑦ ᐃᓅᓪᓗᓂ ᐊᕐᓇᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᐃᓱᒪᒃᑯᑦ, ᐃᓕᖅᑯᓯᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᓅᖃᑎᒌᖕᓂᒃᑯᑦ

ᐃᑦᑐᐊᕐᓂᖅ ᐃᓱᒪᓄᑦ ᐃᓄᖕᓂ ᐊᕐᓇᓄᑦ

photo courtesy of Clara Evalik

Keeping Inuit culture and knowledge alive is 
an important part of life for all three of our 
respondents.

ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᐃᓕᖅᑯᓯᖓᓐᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᖃᐅᔨᒪᓂᕐᒥ 
ᐆᒪᑎᑕᐅᖏᓐᓇᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᐱᒻᒪᕆᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᐃᓚᒋᔭᐅᕗᖅ ᐃᓅᓯᕐᒥ 
ᑕᒪᒃᑭᓄᑦ ᐱᖓᓱᓄᑦ ᑭᐅᔨᒋᔭᑦᑎᓐᓄᑦ.
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Facing startling statistics pertaining to vio-
lence against Inuit women, it appears that addi-
tional resources could be in the offing. 

Family Services Minister Elisapee Sheu-
tiapik requested $1 million from the GN on 
March 4 to aid existing family violence shelters 
and to put toward the planning and opening 
of new shelters in Pangnirtung, Baker Lake, 
Pond Inlet and Gjoa Haven. She's also seek-
ing $645,000 for five new positions to move 
forward with the Community Coordination for 
Women's Safety Initiative.

The new shelters would mean some women 
aren't forced to leave town when they've been 
assaulted or face the threat of assault, an 
issue that Pauktuutit president Rebecca Kudloo 
raised recently.   

"When women become victims of violence, 
they are victimized again when taken away 
from their communities for safety," Kudloo 
stated.

During Pauktuutit's annual general meeting 
in Ottawa in late February, the organization's 
board, which advocates for Inuit women across 
Canada, met with RCMP Chief Supt. Amanda 
Jones, commanding officer of Nunavut's V 
Division. Among the topics discussed was the 
potential to form a working group to reduce 
gender-based violence. A 112-page report 
that Pauktuutit released in January contains a 
multitude of recommendations to counteract 
the overwhelming number of violent transgres-
sions – a rate 13 times higher for Inuit women 
than for women in the rest of Canada, accord-
ing to the report. 

Also on March 4, Justice Minister Jeannie 
Ehaloak asked for additional funding for six 
more RCMP officers – four in Iqaluit, one in 
Pangnirtung and one in Cape Dorset.

Having additional police officers would be 
welcome news for Jones. Pauktuutit's report – 
titled Addressing Gendered Violence against 
Inuit Women: A review of police policies and 
practices in Inuit Nunangat – levels numerous 
criticisms against the RCMP, including slow 
response times. 

Nunavut has 12 two-officer detachments, 
which Jones acknowledged is problematic.

"That's not sufficient. That's putting the 
members at risk and putting the communities 

at risk," she said. 
"Funding in the GN, in Nunavut itself, it's 

a very expensive territory. Everything you do 
costs money and there's a lot of pressures on 
the government to fund especially health care 
... everyone's under-resourced and needs fund-
ing."  

Although more Mounties on staff would 
make a difference, it's only one part of a much 
larger picture when it comes to domestic vio-
lence, Jones said.

"It's a big problem, right? It's not just a 
police issue, it's a social issue, it's a lack of 
resources up in the communities. It's housing 
issues, a lack of funding and money for indi-
viduals and a lot of trauma," she said. 

Jones said new family violence shelters 
would be of great benefit. 

"It's a frustration for a lot of our members, 
they feel they have nowhere to direct the client 
to, a safer environment," she said. "Our mem-
bers feel sometimes that they're very alone to 
try and solve the issues."

Pauktuutit's report, co-written by a sociol-
ogy and criminology professor at the Univer-
sity of Manitoba, involved interviews with 45 
Inuit women and 40 service providers, includ-
ing police officers, in the four regions of Inuit 
Nunagat. Among the issues raised were some 

Inuit's fear and distrust of police; racialized 
policing practices and, in some instances, the 
normalization of gendered violence against 
Inuit women.

There's a recommendation for RCMP to get 
a better historical understanding of the plight 
of the Inuit and to become more familiar with 
their culture. 

Jones noted that two-weeks of training 
scheduled for April will include cultural, 
historical and language training for officers, 
offered by Pirurvik Centre. There will also be 
a mental health component.

"So our members get a better understand-
ing of the challenges and the trauma and the 
mental health issues that are being addressed 
up here," she said. 

Iqaluit Manirajak MLA Adam Arreak-
Lightstone praised the Department of Family 
Services for its plans to establish new family 
violence and homeless shelters. He also voiced 
support for a motion calling for a violence-free 
Nunavut, which passed with unanimous sup-
port.

"We must all speak out to oppose abuse and 
violence," Arreak-Lightstone said in the legis-
lative assembly. "I commit to speak for those 
who cannot speak for themselves. I commit 
to stand up where everyone, every vulnerable 

individual. I commit to doing so in this Assem-
bly, in public, as well as in private. I encourage 
my community to talk about these issues that 
must no longer go unspoken. It takes an entire 
community to work together to make changes."

New shelters, extra law enforcement proposed; Pauktuutit and RCMP may form working group

Inuit women suffer from gender-
based violence at a rate 13 
times higher than women else-
where in the country, according 
to a report by Pauktuutit, an 
organization that represents the 
Inuit women of Canada. 

Pixabay photo

ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᐊᕐᓇᐃᑦ ᐊᑐᕐᓂᖃᓲᖑᕗᑦ 
ᐊᖑᑕᐅᓂᖓᓂ ᐊᕐᓇᐅᓂᖓᓂ–
ᑐᙵᕕᓕᖕᓂ ᐋᓐᓂᖅᓯᕆᓂᐅᔪᓂ 
ᐊᖏᓂᐅᔪᒥ 13–ᖏᖅᓱᖅᑐᒥ 
ᖁᑦᑎᖕᓂᖅᓴᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᕐᓇᓂᑦ ᓇᒥᑐᐃᓐᓇᖅ 
ᑲᓇᑕᒥ, ᐅᖃᐅᓯᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᐅᓂᒃᑳᓕᐊᖑᔪᒥ 
ᐸᐅᒃᑑᑎᒃᑯᓐᓂ, ᑲᑐᔾᔨᖃᑎᒌᖑᔪᒥ 
ᑭᒡᒐᖅᑐᐃᕙᒃᑐᒥ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᐊᕐᓇᓂ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ.

Fight against domestic violence scales up

Cambridge Bay – St. Michael's Crisis               
 Shelter 

Iqaluit – Qimaavik Shelter 

Kugaaruk – Family Violence Centre 

Kugluktuk – Women's Crises Centre 

Rankin Inlet – Kataujaq Society Shelter

Pond Inlet – Two safe homes

Iglulik – One safe home

Arviat – One safe home

fact
fILe

exISTING NuNAvuT fAMILy 
vIoLeNCe SheLTeRS ANd 
SAfe hoMeS

Source: Department of Family Services

by derek Neary 
Northern News Services

Nunavut
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Millie Kuliktana was told 
she only had three months to 
live due to a rare lung condi-
tion. Now, 10 years and one 
double lung transplant later, 
she continues to stay positive 
into her recovery.

"I have a second chance at 
life and I will continue to live 
my life to the fullest," she said. 

"I have to take care of 
something that isn't rightfully 
mine," said Kuliktana in a 
previous interview. 

She said words cannot 
express the gratitude her 
family has for the team of 
doctors, nurses, the donor and 
his/her family who helped her.

Millie is now in the pro-
cess of packing her belongings 
at the University of Alberta 
hospital and is anxiously wait-
ing to join her father, husband, 
children and grandchildren in 

Kugluktuk in April. 
Kuliktana's father, Tommy 

Norberg, said he is very happy 
that she will be joining the 
family back home when she 
is ready, "It will be good to 
go to her house for some good 
meals," said Norberg. "I miss 
her cooking."

Kuliktana, a mother of 
four, a grandmother and sib-
ling to nine other sisters, was 
diagnosed 10 years ago with 
pulmonary hypertension dis-
order. 

This disease is a life 
threatening condition charac-
terized by high blood pressure 
in the arteries leading to the 
lungs and heart. Pulmonary 
hypertension occurs when the 
arteries in the lungs become 
blocked or narrow, making it 
harder for the heart to pump 
blood through them. This 
raises blood pressure in the 
lungs and causes the heart to 
weaken, which may eventu-
ally lead to heart failure. 

"It was a scary feeling 
knowing there is no cure but 
transplant alone," Kuliktana 
said. For 10 years she lived 
with a medical pump that 
infused medication into her 
body every minute. She car-
ried around a portable oxygen 
tank which she named Patrick.

"Hope was the foundation 
of my mind, spirit and physic-
al being," she said.

"Hope strengthened by the 
grandchildren whom I wasn't 
prepared to leave as young as 
I still am. Never give up hope, 
as that is all we have when the 
word terminal is added to your 
condition.

There were days, though, 
when hope was hard to come 
by for Kuliktana, but she 
knew a healthy attitude was 
needed to carry forward.

"Hope accompanied by the 
power of prayer was needed 
for me to move forward to 
challenge the terminal ill-
ness," she said.

"Of course some days I 
questioned my faith, but 
always reminded myself that 
was all I had besides know-
ledge of the science," Kulik-
tana said.

Kuliktana, an active mem-
ber of the Kugluktuk com-
munity, received a lot of sup-
port before, during and after 

the operation.
Her supporters back home 

sent her packages of country 
food with fish, caribou, musk 
ox, seal meat and dry meat. 
The community also raised 
funds to help send her son 
Quentin and grandson Nolan 
to visit her which she said she 
is very grateful for. 

Kuliktana's daugh-
ter Wynter, sister Edna 
Elias, daughter Tundra and 
son Shawn and friend Bev-
erly Anablak, continuously 
ran errands and acted as in 
impromptu team of care-
givers, though it was an emo-
tional duty.

"My coping mechanisms 
as a caregiver was to rest and 
take self care and lots of cry-
ing- not holding emotions in 
and tried to be of moral sup-
port to Tundra and Shawn, 
explaining and educating 
them on the disease," Elias 
said.

On Oct. 14, 2019 she 
received the phone call she 
had been waiting for, a suc-
cessful donor was found for 
the operation. Kuliktana post-
ed a video on Facebook to 
share the news of the call.

Upon receiving the new 
lungs Millie was kept on life 
support and oxygen before she 
could breath on her own, as 
her body still needed to accept 
the newly donated lungs.

When she awoke, she 
recalls her daughter Wynter 
yelling out, "mom is awake!"

"To wake up from my life-
changing surgery was amaz-
ing to realize I was alive and 
made it through what was said 
to be a challenging procedure 
based on my condition after 
many years of being sick, to 
hear the voices of my family 
was reassuring," said Kulik-
tana.

On Jan. 10, she walked out 
of the hospital. "I feel liber-
ated having felt all types of 
feelings today," her daughter 
Wynter said.

"I plan to journal this 
energy as a constant reflection 
of how far hope and gratitude 
can lead you through life. Life 
is so precious and I am thank-
ful for these moments that 
take me back to what's most 
important, to just live it, love 
it and feel it". 

Kugluktuk resident Millie Kuliktana  
now recovering from risky operation

Millie Kuliktana, centre, is surrounded by sup-
porters following her operation at the University of 
Alberta Hospital in Edmonton, January 2020.

Surviving a double lung transplant

by Rita Pigalak 
Northern News Services/ 
Local Journalism Initiative

edmonton

ᒥᓕ ᑯᓕᒃᑖᓇ, ᕿᑎᐊᓂ, ᐊᕙᓗᔭᐅᓯᒪᕗᖅ ᐃᑲᔪᖅᓱᐃᔨᒋᔭᖏᓐᓂ 
ᒪᓕᒃᑐᒥ ᐱᓚᒃᑕᐅᓚᐅᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᓯᓚᑦᑐᖅᓴᕐᕕᒡᔪᐊᒥ ᐋᓪᐴᑕᒥ 
ᐋᓐᓂᐊᕕᖓᓂ ᐃᐊᑦᒪᓐᑕᓐᒥ, ᔭᓄᐊᕆ 2020–ᒥ.
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Unannuaq Darnell Anablak, pinga-
hunit ukiuqaqtuq Ikaluktuutiarmiut-
aq aliahuliqtaa qilaut numiringmilu 
"Atattiangna Stanley Anablak (KIA-
kut Atania) utirami katimariaqtilluni 
Alaskami. Numiqtunit qilautituqtunlu 
aatjiliugamigit Ingutaa qungniaqtiti-
yumagami taimaa Darnell numiyukhi-
yuq, numiyuktuq aihimaliraangami 
tupalihaaqtilluniluuniit, Darnell 
qilaminnuaq ayuyuiqpaktain ingiutit 
numingningmilu, Ilungnunaqpiaqpak-
tuq uqariami ayungnaqtuq, "uqaqtuq 
amaamangna Brandi Nanegoak.

Hatja malrugnik ukiunit numiq-
tunit ilauvaktuq Inuvialuit Numik-
tiit Ikaluktutiami, Numiqtunit ayu-
ikhaiyit Julia Ogina , aippangalu Jerry 
Puglik. 

Mikautilluni numiqtunit, ingiuq-
tunitlu takuvaqattarami talvangna 
numiyuktuq, tigumiarapku uqauti-
vaktara qilautinut numittiang-
niaqtuq, iqiangitumik naamaktumi 
inuuhiminit, Inuit utuqqait uqauti-
vaktun nutarautilluta taima hulilu-
kaangningmi inuuhiptingnun huugmi 
taamna Darnell inuuhittialiqtuq," 
Julia uqaqtuq.

Aanuraangit Connie Kapolak 
mikhuqpaktaa, qilautinga Joseph 
Niptanatiak, Kugluturmiutaq hanav-
aktaa.

Darnell Anablak is three years old from 
Cambridge Bay and has found love for drum 
dancing. 

"He was fascinated by the drum and dan-
cing when his (grandfather) Stanley Anablak 
returned home from a trip in Alaska," said his 
mother Brandi Nanegoak.

"Papa Stanley recorded videos of the Alas-
kan drumming and dancing to share with 
his grandson, he dances all the time at home 
even when he just wakes up. Darnell catches 
on quick to the songs as well as the different 
movements to each song, he amazes us and is 
too cute for words."

Darnell has been dancing for two years 
now with the Cambridge Bay Inuvialuit Drum 
Dance Group, taught by Julia Ogina and her 

spouse Jerry Puglik. 
"He has been exposed to the dance, songs 

and rhythms early in life and carried on since," 
said Ogina. "When I held him for the first time 
I had given him words of guidance to become 
a drum dancer, to be energetic and live a good 
life, our ancestors had always given words of 
guidance from infancy to childhood, so one 
can have the skills and abilities for our trad-
itions and he is one living example of that," 
she said. 

Darnell's outfit was made by his aunt Con-
nie Kapolak of Cambridge Bay and his drum 
was made by Elder Joseph Niptanatiak of 
Kugluktuk.

Young drum-dancing boy captures hearts in Cambridge Bay

photo courtesy of Brandi Nanegoak 

Three-year-old Darnell Anablak dances with focus and pride with the Cambridge Bay Inuvialuit Drum Dance Group at 
the Kullik Ilihakvik Elementary School in Cambridge Bay.

The little drummer boy
by Rita Pigalak 

Northern News Services/ 
Local Journalism Initiative

Ikaluktutiak/Cambridge Bay

ᐱᖓᓱᓂ ᐅᑭᐅᓕᒃ ᑖᓂᐅᓪ ᐊᓇᑉᓚᒃ 
ᒧᒥᖅᐳᖅ ᑕᐅᑐᒃᑕᑐᐊᖃᑲᐃᓐᓇᖅᑐᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐅᐱᒍᓱᖕᓂᕐᒥ ᐃᖃᓗᒃᑑᑦᑎᐊᕐᒥ ᐃᓄᕕᐊᓗᐃᑦ 
ᕿᒪᐅᔾᔭᖅᑎᖏᓐᓂ ᑲᑎᙵᓂᐅᔪᓄᑦ ᑯᓪᓕᒃ 
ᐃᓕᕼᐊᒃᐳᒃ ᐱᒋᐊᓕᓵᖅᑐᓄᑦ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖓᓂ 
ᐃᖃᓗᒃᑑᑦᑎᐊᕐᒥ.



8  nunavutnews.com, Monday, March 9, 2020 kNKu W?9oxJ5, N[Z/su, ᒫµ5y 9, 2020

CommeNTs aNd views from NUNAVUT NEWS/NorTh aNd leTTers To The ediTor

Editorial & opinions
wh mK5

ᐊᕐᓇᐃᑦ ᐱᓪᓚᕆᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᑐᕐᓂᖃᐅᑎᖃᖅᐳᑦ 
ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᑎᑦᑎᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ. ᓄᓇᕘᑉ 
ᐃᓅᓂᕆᓪᓚᕆᓚᐅᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᒫᓐᓇᒧᑦ ᑎᑭᖦᖢᒍ, 
ᖄᖏᖅᓯᒪᓕᖅᑐᓂ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᓄᑦ 20–ᓄᑦ ᑕᑖᖅᐳᖅ 
ᐅᖃᐅᓯᕆᔪᒥᓇᑦᑎᐊᖅᑐᓂ ᐊᕐᓇᓂ ᓱᕋᑦᑎᕆᓚᐅᖅᑐᓂ 
ᐋᖅᑭᒃᑕᐅᓯᒪᓂᖓᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓵᓚᖃᖅᖢᑎᒃ 
ᖄᖏᐅᑎᔭᒃᓴᐅᙱᑦᑐᓂ ᑎᑭᐅᑎᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᖁᑦᑎᒃᑐᒥ ᑭᒡᓕᐅᔪᒥ 
ᑎᑭᐅᑎᔪᓐᓇᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ.

ᐊᕐᕌᒎᔪᒥ ᐊᖑᑎᓄᑦ ᐊᕐᓇᓄᑦ ᐊᑐᕐᓂᖃᐅᑎᖏᓐᓂ 
ᐱᑕᖃᕈᓐᓃᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ, ᐊᕐᓇᐃᑦ ᓇᖏᖅᓯᕙᓪᓕᐊᕗᑦ 
ᑐᓂᓯᔨᑐᐃᓐᓇᐅᔪᓐᓃᓐᓂᕐᒧᑦ, ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᓯᕗᓕᐅᖅᑎᐅᓪᓗᑎᒃ 
ᒫᓐᓇᐅᓕᖅᑐᒥ ᐃᓅᖃᑎᒌᖕᓂᐅᔪᒥ. ᒫᓐᓇᓕᓴᖅ 
ᑎᑎᕋᖅᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ ᓴᖅᑭᑎᑦᑎᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᖅᑕᐅᓂᑯᓂ 
ᑎᑎᕋᖅᓯᒪᔪᓂ ᐱᓕᕆᓂᕐᓄᑦ ᓇᐃᓴᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᓄᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ 
ᑕᑯᒃᓴᐅᑎᑦᑎᕗᖅ ᑕᒪᕐᒥᒃ ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᓐᓂ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔮᖃᖅᑐᓂ 
ᐊᕐᓇᐃᑦ, 65 ᐳᓴᓐᑎᖏᑦ ᐊᕐᓇᐅᕗᑦ. 

ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥᐅᑦ ᓂᕈᐊᓚᐅᕆᕗᑦ ᒧᒥᓛᖅ ᖃᖅᑲᕐᒥ, 
ᑭᒡᒐᖅᑐᐃᑦᑎᐊᖅᑐᒥ ᒪᓕᒃᑐᓂ ᐱᐅᓯᖃᑎᒌᖑᔪᓂ 
ᖁᕝᕙᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᔪᓄᑦ ᑎᑭᑉᐸᓪᓕᐊᔪᓄᓪᓗ ᐃᓄᖕᓂ, 
ᐃᓚᒋᔭᐅᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᑲᓇᑕᐅᑉ ᒪᓕᒐᓕᐅᖅᑎᖏᓐᓂ 
ᑕᑯᒃᓴᐅᑎᑦᑎᔪᒥ ᐱᔪᒪᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐃᑲᔪᖅᓱᐃᓂᕐᒥ ᓄᑖᓂ 
ᐃᓱᒪᒋᔭᐅᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᐊᑦᑕᑕᖅᓯᒪᙱᑦᑐᓄᑦ ᐊᖑᑕᐅᓂᖓᓂ 
ᐊᕐᓇᐅᓂᖓᓂ–ᑐᙵᕕᖃᖅᑐᓂ ᐃᓱᒪᒋᔭᐅᓂᐅᔪᓄᑦ.

ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᕆᔭᐅᙱᓚᖅ ᐊᕐᓇᒥᒃ 
ᐊᐅᓚᓂᖃᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ. ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᒪᕐᕈᖓᓂ 
ᓯᕗᓕᖅᑎᖓ, ᐄᕙ ᐋᕆᐊᖅ, ᑕᓪᓕᒪᒋᔭᐅᑐᐃᓐᓇᖅᖢᓂ 
ᐊᕐᓇᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᓂᕈᐊᖅᑕᐅᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐃᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᓯᕗᓕᖅᑎᒧᑦ 
ᑲᓇᑕᓕᒫᒥ. ᐅᓪᓗᒥ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᐳᖅ ᕿᑭᖅᑕᓂ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ 
ᑲᑐᔾᔨᖃᑎᒌᖑᔪᓄᑦ ᐋᔩᖃᑎᒌᒃᑎᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᐃᓗᐃᑦᑑᔪᓄᑦ.

ᐊᕐᓇᐃᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᐱᓯᒪᑦᑎᒋᕗᑦ ᖁᑦᑎᒃᑐᓂ ᐃᓂᐅᔪᓂ 
ᓇᖕᒥᓂᕆᔭᐅᔪᓄᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᓂᕐᔪᐊᖑᔪᓂ ᐃᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᓲᕐᓗ 
ᐹᕙᓐᓛᓐ ᓴᕕᕋᔭᒃᓴᒧᑦ ᐅᔭᕋᖕᓂᐊᕐᕕᖓᓂ ᐅᓪᓗ 
ᕼᐋᓐᓯᓐ ᐊᖓᔪᖅᑳᑉ ᑐᖏᓕᕆᓪᓗᓂᐅᒃ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᓗᑭ 
ᑰᑦᑎᖅ ᐊᖓᔪᖅᑳᖑᓪᓗᓂ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᑐᙵᕕᒃᑯᓐᓄᑦ 

ᐊᑦᑎᖅᓯᓪᓗᓂ ᖃᔅᓯᐊᕐᔪᖕᓂ.
ᒫᓐᓇᓕᓴᓂ ᐊᕐᕌᒎᔪᓂ ᑲᓇᑕᐅᑉ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᕆᔭᖓᓂ 

ᐃᓅᓪᓗᓂ ᐆᒻᒪᑎᓄᑦ ᐱᓚᒃᑐᐃᔨᐅᔪᒥ, ᑖᓇ ᒪᐃ 
ᑭᒻᒪᓕᐊᕐᔪᒃ ᖃᐅᔨᒪᔭᐅᕐᔪᐊᓕᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᑎᑭᐅᑎᓂᖓᓄᑦ 
ᖃᔅᓯᐊᕐᔪᑐᐃᓐᓇᓂ ᑲᓇᑕᒥᐅᑕᓂ ᐱᔪᓐᓇᕐᓂᖓᓂ 
ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔮᕆᔭᒥᓄᑦ ᐱᓪᓗᓂ Indspire ᓵᓚᖃᐅᓯᐊᒥᒃ.

ᐅᖓᑖᓄᑦ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔮᕆᔭᐅᔪᓄᑦ 
ᑎᑭᐅᑎᔪᓐᓇᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᓂ, ᐊᕐᓇᐃᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ 
ᐱᓕᕆᖃᑕᐅᓯᒪᕗᑦ ᐱᒻᒪᕆᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᑐᕐᓂᖃᐅᑎᒥᒃ ᐸᐸᑦᑎᓂᕐᒥ 
ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᖓᓐᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐱᖅᑯᓯᑐᖃᕐᓂ ᐆᒪᑎᑦᑎᓪᓗᑎᒃ.

ᒫᓐᓇᓕᓴᒥ ᖁᕐᓗᖅᑐᖅ ᐊᓯᐅᔨᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ 
ᐊᑯᓂᐅᓛᒥᒃ ᐆᒪᔪᕕᓂᕐᓂ ᐃᓄᑐᖃᕐᓂ, ᔫᓐ 
ᑭᓕᖏᖕᐴᒡᒥ, ᓇᒡᓕᒋᔭᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᐃᖅᑲᐅᒪᔭᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐊᓕᐊᓇᐃᒋᔭᖃᑦᑎᐊᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᐱᖅᑯᓯᑐᖃᑦᑎᓐᓂ.

"ᐊᓯᐅᔨᓵᖅᐳᒍᑦ ᐊᓐᓂᕐᓇᖅᑐᒥ ᐱᓐᓇᕆᔭᐅᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐅᖃᐅᓯᕐᓂ ᐸᖅᑭᔨᐅᔪᒥᑦ, ᖃᐅᔨᒪᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᑎᒍᒥᐊᖅᑎᐅᔪᒥ," 
ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐱᖃᓐᓇᕆᔭᖓ ᐃᐊᑦᓇ ᐃᓚᐃᔭᔅ (ᐆᒪᙵᑦ 
'ᑲᒪᓇᕐᔪᐊᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ'; ᐃᓚᒌᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐱᖃᓐᓇᕆᔭᐅᔪᑦ 
ᐃᖅᑲᐅᒪᓂᖃᖅᐳᑦ ᔫᓐ ᐅᑲᓕᒃ ᑭᓕᖏᖕᐴᒡᒥ, ᐆᒪᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ 
ᐊᕐᕌᒍᓄᑦ 105–ᓄᑦ, ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᔭᓄᐊᕆ 
20–ᒥ ᑎᑎᕋᖅᑕᐅᓂᑯᒥ).

ᒫᓂᑲ ᐃᑦᑐᒃᓵᕐᔪᐊᑦ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᓯᒪᕗᖅ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᑦ 
50 ᐅᖓᑖᓄᑦ ᐸᐸᑦᑏᓐᓇᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐃᓄᒃᑎᑐᒻᒥ 
ᓄᓇᕗᓕᒫᒥ, ᐱᓪᓗᓂ 2019–ᒥ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ 
ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖏᑦᑕ ᑲᑐᔾᔨᖃᑎᒌᖏᑦ ᐅᖃᓕᒫᕈᓐᓇᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᑎᑎᕋᕈᓐᓇᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᑐᓐᓂᖅᑯᓯᐊᖓᓐᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐱᓕᕆᓲᖑᕗᖅ ᐊᑕᐅᓯᒃᑲᓐᓂᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᐆᒃᑑᑎᐅᔪᒥ ᖁᑦᑎᒃᑐᒥ 
ᐊᔭᐅᕆᓯᒪᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᐃᓕᖅᑯᓯᒧᑦ–ᑕᐅᑐᒃᑕᑐᐊᖃᑲᐃᓐᓇᖅᑐᓂ 
ᐊᕐᓇᓂ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ. 
ᐃᓚᖏᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᖃᐅᔨᒪᔭᐅᓛᖑᔪᓂ ᓴᓇᐅᒐᓕᕆᔨᐅᔪᓂ 
ᐊᕐᓇᐅᒋᕗᑦ ᐋᓂ ᐳᑐᒍᖅ ᐊᒻᒪ ᕿᓐᓄᐊᔪᐊᖅ ᐋᓯᕙᒃ, 
ᐃᓕᓯᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᓴᓇᐅᒐᓕᕆᔨᐅᔪᓂ ᓄᓇᙳᐊᒧᑦ 
ᓴᓇᙳᐊᒐᒃᓴᒧᑦ ᐊᒥᐊᕆᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᑎᑎᕋᐅᔭᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂ 
ᐱᓕᕆᐊᕆᓂᑯᖏᓐᓂᑦ.

ᐃᓱᒪᒋᓇᒍ ᖁᑦᑎᒃᓯᕙᓪᓕᐊᖏᓐᓇᖅᑐᒥ 
ᑎᑎᕋᖅᓯᒪᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᐊᕐᓇᓂᑦ ᑎᑭᐅᑎᓯᒪᔭᖏᓐᓂ 
ᐱᓕᕆᑦᑎᐊᕈᓐᓇᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐱᓪᓗᑎᒃ 
ᐃᒃᐱᒋᔭᐅᑦᑎᐊᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᐃᓅᓯᖏᓐᓂ, ᓱᓕ 
ᐊᖏᔪᐊᓗᖕᓂ ᐊᒡᕕᐊᕈᑎᑕᖃᖅᐳᖅ ᐃᓕᓯᒪᔪᓂ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ 
ᓄᖅᑲᖅᑎᑦᑎᕙᒃᑐᓂ ᐊᕐᓇᓂᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓂᕕᐊᖅᓯᐊᓂ 
ᑎᑭᐅᑎᔪᓐᓇᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᑕᒪᒃᑭᐅᒪᔪᒥ ᐱᔪᓐᓇᕐᓂᕆᔭᖏᓐᓂ, 
ᐱᓗᐊᖅᑐᒥ ᐊᖑᑕᐅᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐊᕐᓇᐅᓂᕐᒧᑦ–ᑐᙵᕕᓕᖕᓂ 
ᐋᓐᓂᖅᓯᕆᓂᐅᔪᒥ.

ᒫᓐᓇᓕᓴᐅᓛᖑᔪᓂ ᐊᑐᐃᓐᓇᐅᔪᓂ ᓇᐃᓴᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᓄᑦ 
ᑕᑯᒃᓴᐅᑎᑦᑎᕗᖅ ᐊᕐᓇᐃᑦ 64 ᐳᓴᓐᑎᐅᔪᑦ ᐱᕋᔭᒃᑕᐅᕙᒃᑐᓂ 
ᐸᓖᓯᒃᑯᓐᓂ ᐅᓂᒃᑳᓕᐊᖑᔪᓄᑦ ᐋᓐᓂᖅᓯᕆᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐱᕋᔭᖕᓂᐅᔪᓂ, 95 ᐳᓴᓐᑎᖓᓂ ᐱᕋᔭᒃᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᓂ 
ᐸᓖᓯᒃᑯᓐᓄᑦ ᐅᓂᒃᑳᓕᐊᖑᔪᓂ ᖁᓄᔪᓐᓂᐊᖅᑕᐅᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᐋᓐᓂᖅᓯᕆᔭᐅᓂᐅᔪᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᑕᒪᒃᑭᐅᒪᔪᒥ 
ᐅᓄᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ 2,180 ᐊᑐᓂ 100,000–ᓂ ᐃᓄᖕᓄᑦ 
ᐸᓖᓯᒃᑯᓐᓄᑦ–ᐅᓂᒃᑳᕆᔭᐅᓯᒪᔪᓄᑦ ᐃᓚᒌᖑᔪᓄᑦ 
ᐋᓐᓂᖅᓯᕆᓂᐅᔪᓂ.

ᑭᖑᓪᓕᖅᐹᖑᔪᖅ ᓇᐃᓴᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᓂ ᐃᓕᓯᕗᖅ 
ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ 12 –ᖏᖅᓱᕐᓗᒍ ᐅᖓᑖᓂ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ 
ᐅᓄᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᑕᐃᒪᐃᑦᑐᓄᑦ ᐱᕋᔭᖕᓂᐅᔪᓄᑦ. ᐅᑯᐊ 
ᓇᐃᓴᐅᑏᑦ ᐊᑭᕋᖅᑐᖅᑕᐅᔪᓐᓇᙱᓚᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᓱᒪᒋᔭᖃᕈᓰᑦ 
ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᓕᖅᑯᓯᖃᕐᕕᐅᔪᑦ ᐊᓯᔾᔨᕆᐊᖃᖅᐳᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ 
ᐊᒻᒪ ᑲᓇᑕ ᐃᓗᐃᑦᑑᓗᓂ, ᐃᖏᕐᕋᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᒪᒍᑎᒃ 
ᐃᓅᖃᑎᒌᖑᓗᑎᒃ. ᐅᓇ ᑐᑭᖃᖅᐳᖅ ᐋᖅᑭᒃᑕᐅᓯᒪᓂᐅᔪᓄᑦ 
ᐊᓯᔾᔨᕐᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᖃᓄᖅ ᐅᓇ ᐊᑲᐅᙱᓕᐅᕈᑕᐅᔪᖅ 
ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᕙᖕᓂᖓᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᑲᔪᖅᓱᐃᓂᕐᒥ ᑕᐃᒃᑯᓄᖓ 
ᐊᒃᑐᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᓄᑦ.

ᐊᕐᓇᐃᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥᐅᑦ ᑕᑯᒃᓴᐅᑎᑦᑎᓯᒪᕗᑦ 
ᓄᓇᕐᔪᐊᒥ ᐱᓕᕆᔪᓐᓇᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᑕᐃᒫᒃ ᐊᒥᐊᒃᑰᔪᑎᒍᑦ 
ᑕᑯᒃᓴᐅᑎᑦᑎᔭᕆᐊᖃᖅᐳᒍᑦ ᐃᒃᐱᒍᓱᑦᑎᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐊᔭᐅᕆᓗᑕ ᐱᔪᓐᓇᕐᓂᕆᔭᖏᓐᓂᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐱᕈᖅᓴᐃᓗᑕ 
ᐃᓚᐅᑎᑦᑎᒃᑲᓐᓂᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐱᔪᓐᓇᖅᑎᑕᐅᓂᕐᒥ 
ᓯᕗᓂᒃᓴᐅᔪᒥ ᑕᒪᒃᑭᓄᑦ.

ᐊᕐᓇᐃᑦ ᑐᕌᖅᑎᑦᑎᔪᑦ ᐃᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ

Women leading the 
way in Nunavut

women have a critical role to play 
in development of Nunavut. from the 
territory's official birth to now, the 
past 20 years have been chock full of 
notable women who broke the mould 
and overcame significant odds to 
reach a high level of achievement.

in an age when classic gender 
roles are becoming more and more 
obsolete, women are clearly stepping 
up as not only providers, but leaders 
in contemporary society. recently 
released data on working statistics in 
the territory show that of all govern-
ment-employed inuit, 65 per cent of 
them are women. 

Nunavummiut also chose mumi-
laaq Qaqqaq, who very much repre-
sents the next generation of up and 
coming inuit, as their member of 
Parliament. The vote of confidence 
suggests a willingness to rally behind 
fresh ideas that are not attached to 
gender-based ideology.

But this is certainly not the first 
time a woman has taken on leader-
ship roles in Nunavut. The territory's 
second premier, eva aariak, was only 
the fifth woman to be elected to the 
position of premier throughout the 
entire country. Today she works with 
the Qikiqtani inuit association as a 
negotiator at large.

The women of Nunavut have also 

earned themselves high positions in 
private industry in places like Baffin-
land iron mines with Udlu hanson as 
vice president and aluki Kotierk as 
president of Nunavut Tunngavik  
incorporated, to name a few.

within recent years Canada's first 
inuk heart surgeon, donna may Kim-
maliardjuk, earned an indspire award 
for achieving a career very few Can-
adians have the energy and motiva-
tion to attain.

Beyond the career achievements, 
the women of Nunavut have also 
played an essential role in keeping 
the inuit language and traditions 
alive.

recently Kugluktuk lost one if its 
longest living elders, June Klengen-
berg, who is fondly remembered for 
her passion for tradition.

monica ittusardjuat has worked  
for more than 50 years to preserve  
inuktitut through the territory,  
earning her a 2019 Nunavut Council 
of the federation literacy award and 
acts as just one more example of 
the highly motivated culture-focused 

women of Nunavut.
some of Nunavut's most famous 

artists have been women, with annie 
Pootoogook and Kenojuak ashevak 
putting inuit artists on the map with 
their printmaking and drawing work.

despite the ever-mounting list of 
women achieving success and gar-
nering respect in their lives, there are 
still very large obstacles in Nunavut 
that prevent women and girls from 
reaching their full potential, namely 
gender-based violence.

The most recent available statistics 
show that women make up 64 per 
cent of the victims in police-reported 
violent crime and 95 per cent of 
victims of police-reported sexual vio-
lence. The territory as a whole has a 
police-reported family violence rate of 
2,180 per 100,000 people.

That last statistic puts Nunavut as 
over 12 times the national rate for 
this kind of crime. These numbers are 
untenable and attitudes and behav-
iours must change if Nunavut and 
Canada as a whole, wishes to prog-
ress as a society. This means structur-
al changes to how this issue is dealt 
with and support for those affected.

women Nunavummiut have shown 
the world what they are capable 
of but it's up to everybody to foster 
respect for a more inclusive future.
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editorial – opinions whmK5

I sat in the courtroom for a brief sitting 
and couldn't help but remember the quote I 
heard during my studies in the community 
social services worker program that went:  
"What you live with you learn, what you 
learn you practice, what you practice you do 
and what you do has consequences". 

Many of the appearances by those sum-
moned to court (young people) are often 
repeats because the institution does not pro-
vide mental health or programming that will 
give the patrons a better self-awareness and a 
positive outlook on life in general.

I believe our Healthy Living Department 
(formally the wellness centre) with the Ham-
let of Cambridge Bay recognized this and 
is in the process of developing an after-care 
segment that could further assist those who 
have undergone the 28-day sobriety program 
or returning from incarceration.

I think the department of Family Services 
and Mental Health can offer further resour-
ces once the program is established. Working 
together for a common cause will strengthen 
and empower those on their journey of heal-
ing in whatever capacity.

I've noticed in the government web-page 
the possibility of employment and the con-
tinued advertising for community social 
workers across Nunavut. There have been 

several home-grown students that have 
graduated, but because of one or two reasons 
they are not offered a position and we have to 
orientate people from the south. 

It takes time and effort in learning and 
living the local scene with all the complica-
tions and circumstances. A two-and-a-half-
day session does not even touch the tip of the 
ice berg in understanding the people you will 
be working with. 

There is the history, where the people 
moved in from, the customs and traditions, 
the political atmosphere, the language and 
the attributes are many.

I commend all the people who are 
involved in the Healthy Living Department 
of the Hamlet of Cambridge Bay in their 
vision and desire to see our locals have the 
opportunity in moving forward with this 
positive initiative.

ᐃᒃᓯᕚᖃᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᖓ ᐃᖅᑲᖅᑐᐃᕕᖕᒥ 
ᕿᓚᒥᐅᒐᓗᐊᖅ ᐃᖅᑲᐃᓚᐅᖅᖢᖓᓗ 
ᐅᖃᐅᓯᐅᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᒥᒃ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖃᑕᐅᓪᓗᖓ 
ᐃᓄᓕᕆᔨᐅᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑎᒃᓴᐅᓂᐊᖅᖢᖓ 
ᐃᒪᓐᓇᐃᓕᔪᒥᒃ, "ᐃᓅᓯᕆᔭᐃᑦ ᖃᓄᐃᑦᑑᓂᖓᓄᑦ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕈᑎᒋᕙᐃᑦ, ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᓚᐅᖅᑕᑎᑦ 
ᐊᑐᖃᑦᑕᓕᖅᖢᒋᑦ, ᐊᑐᖅᑕᑎᑦ ᒪᓕᒃᖢᒋᑦ 
ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᕈᑎᖃᕐᓂᐊᖅᐳᑎᑦ."

ᐊᒥᓱᑦ ᐃᖅᑲᖅᑐᖅᑕᐅᔪᑦ (ᒪᒃᑯᒃᑐᑦ) 
ᐃᖅᑲᖅᑐᖅᑕᐅᓂᑰᖃᑦᑕᕐᒪᑕ ᓯᕗᓂᐊᓂ 
ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ ᐃᓄᓕᕆᓂᖅ ᐃᓱᒪᒃᑯᑦ 
ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᖅᑐᓂᒃ ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓱᐃᖃᑦᑕᖏᒻᒪᑕ 
ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖃᖃᑦᑕᖏᒻᒪᑕᓗ ᐊᑲᐅᓯᕚᓪᓕᕈᑎᒃᓴᖏᓐᓂᒃ 
ᖃᐅᔨᓴᓂᖅᓴᐅᓕᕈᑎᒋᓇᔭᖅᑕᖏᓐᓂᒃ 
ᐃᓅᓯᖃᑦᓯᐊᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐱᓇᓱᐊᖅᑎᑦᓯᖏᒻᒪᑕ.

ᐅᒃᐱᕈᓱᒃᐳᖓ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᖏᑦᑐᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᐱᓕᕆᐊᑦ (ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖅᑖᖅᑕᐃᓕᒪᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ) ᕼᐊᒻᓚᒃᑯᓐᓄᑦ 

ᐃᖃᓗᒃᑑᑦᓯᐊᒥ ᐃᓕᑕᖅᓯᓚᐅᕐᒪᑕ 
ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑕᐅᕕᖃᕆᐊᖃᕐᓂᖓᓄᑦ 
ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓱᐃᓕᖅᖢᑎᒡᓗ ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑕᐅᕕᒃᓴᒥᒃ 
ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑕᐅᔪᓐᓇᖁᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᐃᖢᐊᖅᓴᖅᑕᐅᔪᑦ 
ᐅᓪᓗᓄᑦ 28-ᓄᑦ ᐃᒥᐊᓗᒃᑕᐃᓕᒪᒋᐊᖃᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᐊᖓᔮᕐᓇᖅᑐᖅᑐᕆᐊᖃᖏᓐᓂᕐᒧᓪᓗ ᑕᒪᒃᑯᐊ 
ᐊᖏᕐᕋᖅᓯᒪᓕᖅᑐᑦ ᑎᒍᔭᐅᓯᒪᕕᖕᒥᑦ. 

ᑖᒃᑯᐊ ᐃᓚᒌᒃᑐᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᓱᒪᒃᑯᑦ 
ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖅᑐᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑕᐅᒍᑎᒃᓴᓂᒃ 
ᐱᑕᖃᒃᑲᓐᓂᕆᐊᖃᖅᐳᑦ ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓱᐃᓗᑎᒃ. 
ᐱᓕᕆᖃᑎᒌᖕᓂᖅ ᐊᑕᐅᓯᕐᒥᒃ ᐱᓇᓱᐊᕐᓗᑎᒃ 
ᓴᓐᖏᓕᕈᑕᐅᔪᓐᓇᕐᒪᑦ ᐱᔪᓐᓇᖅᑎᑕᐅᓕᕐᓗᑎᒡᓗ 
ᒪᒥᓴᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᖃᓄᑐᐃᓐᓇᖅ.

ᐅᔾᔨᕆᓯᒪᕙᕋ ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᑦ ᖃᕆᑕᐅᔭᖏᓐᓂ 
ᐃᑭᐊᒥᐅᑕᖏᓐᓂ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᒐᒃᓴᓂᒃ 
ᖃᐅᔨᒪᑎᑦᑎᒍᑎᖃᖅᖢᑎᒡᓗ ᑕᒡᕙᓂ 
ᐃᓄᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᕈᓐᓇᖅᑐᓂᒃ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ 
ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ. ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕌᓂᒃᓯᒪᔪᖃᖅᖢᓂᓗ 

ᐃᓄᓕᕆᔨᐅᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᔨᒃᓴᓂᒃ, ᑭᓯᐊᓂ 
ᐊᑕᐅᓯᕐᒥᒃ ᒪᕐᕉᖕᓂᒡᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᐱᔾᔪᑎᖃᖅᖢᑎᒃ 
ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᒐᒃᓴᖅᑖᖃᑦᑕᖏᒻᒪᑕ ᖃᓪᓗᓈᑦ 
ᓄᓇᖓᓐᓂ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑎᑖᑐᐃᓐᓇᖅᐸᒃᖢᑎᒡᓗ.

ᐊᑯᓂ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᓇᖅᐳᖅ ᐃᓅᓯᖃᕐᓇᖅᐳᕐᓗ 
ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ ᐊᒃᓱᕈᕐᓇᖅᑐᖃᖅᖢᓂᓗ 
ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᕈᑎᖃᕐᓇᖅᖢᓂᓗ. ᐅᓪᓗᑦ 
ᒪᕐᕉᒃ ᐊᕝᕙᕐᓗ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑎᑕᐅᓗᓂ 
ᓱᕙᓕᑭᐊᖑᖕᒪᑦ ᐃᓕᑉᐹᓪᓕᕐᓇᖏᒻᒪᑕ 
ᐃᓄᖕᓂᒃ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑎᒋᓂᐊᖅᑕᕐᓂᒃ 
ᖃᐅᔨᒪᓐᓇᖏᒻᒪᑕ. ᖃᐅᔨᒪᓪᓗᑕᓗ, ᐃᓄᐃᑦ 
ᓄᒃᑎᖅᐸᖕᒪᑕ ᐊᓯᖏᓐᓂᑦ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂᑦ, 
ᐃᓕᖅᑯᓯᖃᖅᖢᑎᒡᓗ ᐱᖅᑯᓯᖃᖅᖢᑎᒡᓗ 
ᐊᔾᔨᐅᖏᑦᑐᓂᒃ, ᒐᕙᒪᖃᖅᖢᑎᒡᓗ ᐊᔾᔨᐅᖏᑦᑐᓂᒃ, 
ᐅᖃᐅᓯᖃᖅᖢᑎᒡᓗ ᐊᔾᔨᐅᖏᑦᑐᓂᒃ ᐊᒥᓱᓂᒃ 
ᐊᔾᔨᐅᖏᑦᑐᓂᒃ ᐱᑕᖃᖅᖢᑎᒡᓗ ᐊᑐᖅᖢᑎᒡᓗ.

ᐅᐱᒋᕙᒃᑲ ᑕᒪᕐᒥᒃ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ 
ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᖏᑦᑐᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᕕᖕᒥ ᐱᓕᕆᔪᑦ 
ᕼᐊᒻᓚᒃᑯᓐᓂ ᐃᖃᓗᒃᑑᑦᓯᐊᒥ ᑕᑯᓐᓇᒐᒃᓴᖃᕐᒪᑕ 
ᐱᓕᕆᒍᒪᓪᓗᑎᒡᓗ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂᒥᐅᓂᒃ 
ᐱᔪᓐᓇᕐᓂᖃᖅᑎᑦᑎᒍᒪᖕᒪᑕ ᓯᕗᒻᒧᒃᐸᓪᓕᐊᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᐱᓇᓱᐊᕐᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᐊᑲᐅᔪᒃᑯᑦ.

Consequences 
of your actions

Who is the most inspirational woman in your life?

ᑭᓇ ᑲᔪᖏᖅᓴᐃᓂᖅᐹᖑᓪᓗᓂ 
ᐊᕐᓇᐅᕙ ᐃᓅᓯᕐᓂᑦ?

CAPe doRSeT
STReeT talk
with Lindsay McCart at Sam 
Pudlat School

Patricia Jaw: 
"My mom and my 
grandma. I love my 
mom because she 
makes me happy 
and we always 
bake together."

ᐸᑐᕆᓴ ᔮ: “ᐊᓈᓇᒐ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᓈᓇᑦᑎᐊᕋ. 
ᓇᔨᓕᒋᕙᕋ ᐊᓈᓇᒐ ᖁᕕᐊᓱᒃᑎᓲᕆᖕᒪᖓ 
ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᒐᖃᑎᒌᖏᓐᓇᐅᔭᖅᐳᒍᑦ.”

Tye Rose ottokie:
"My mom and 
my grandma. My 
mom always tells 
me to be nice to 
others."

ᑕᐃ ᕉᔅ ᐅᑦᑐᕿ: “ᐊᓈᓇᒐ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐊᓈᓇᑦᑎᐊᕋ. ᐊᓈᓇᒪ ᐅᖃᐅᑏᓐᓇᓲᕆᕚᖓ 
ᐱᑦᑎᐊᖃᑦᑕᖁᓪᓗᓂᖓ ᐊᓯᓕᒫᓂᑦ.”

daron Nchang: 
"My mother and my sister 
because my mother takes 
care of me and helps me 
learn at home. My sister 
takes care of me too."

ᑎᐊᕆᓐ ᓐᓵᖕ: “ᐊᓈᓇᒐ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓇᔭᒐ 
ᐱᔾᔪᑎᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᐊᓈᓇᒐ ᐅᕙᓐᓂ ᐸᖅᑭᓲᖑᖕᒪᑦ 
ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᑲᔪᖅᐸᒃᖢᓂᖓ ᐃᓕᑦᑎᓂᕐᒥ ᐊᖏᕐᕋᒥ. 
ᓇᔭᒐ ᐅᕙᓐᓂᑦ ᐸᖅᑭᖃᑕᐅᓲᖑᒋᕗᖅ.”

Lucy Tapaungai:
"My grandma and my 
mom. My mom loves me 
and she teaches me lots 
of things about school. 
My grandma teaches me 
lots of things about our 
culture."

ᓂᕕᐊᖅᓯ ᐊᓚᕆᐊᖅ: “ᐊᓈᓇᒐ. 
ᓇᒡᓕᒋᖕᒫᖓ!”

Niviaqsi Alariaq:
"My mother. She 
cares about me!"

ᓘᓯ ᑕᑉᐸᐅᖓᐃ: “ᐊᓈᓇᑦᑎᐊᕋ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᓈᓇᒐ. ᐊᓈᓇᒪ 
ᓇᒡᓕᒋᕚᖓ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᒥᓱᐊᓗᖕᓂ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑎᓲᕆᕚᖓ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᐅᑉ ᒥᒃᓵᓄᑦ. ᐊᓈᓇᑦᑎᐊᕋ ᐊᒥᓱᐊᓗᖕᓂ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑎᓲᕆᕚᖓ ᑭᓱᑐᐃᓐᓇᓂᒃ ᐃᓕᖅᑯᓯᑦᑎᓐᓂ.”

Novualia Cariere:
"My grandma. She 
always teaches 
me things like 
math and sci-
ence." 

ᓄᕘᓕᐊ ᑭᐊᕆᐅᕐ: “ᐊᓈᓇᑦᑎᐊᕋ. 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑏᓐᓇᐅᔭᖅᐹᖓ ᑭᓱᑐᐃᓐᓇᓂ 
ᓲᕐᓗ ᓇᐃᓴᐅᓯᕆᓂᕐᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᕐᓂᕐᒥ.”

ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᕈᑎᒋᔭᐃᑦ ᒪᓕᒡᓗᒋᑦ 
ᐊᑭᓕᐅᑎᖃᕆᐊᖃᕐᓇᖅᐸᒃᐳᖅ

Project naming:  
Do you know your elders?

ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᔪᖅ ᐊᑦᑎᖅᓱᐃᓂᖅ:  
ᖃᐅᔨᒪᕕᓯᐅᒃ ᐃᓐᓇᑐᖃᖅᓯ?

ᐃᑲᔪᕈᓐᓇᖅᐲᑦ ᓇᓗᓇᐃᖅᑕᐅᓇᓱᒃᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᑕᒡᕙᓃᑐᑦ 
ᐊᔾᔨᖑᐊᕐᒦᑦᑐᑦ?

ᐃᓚᒋᔭᐅᔪᖅ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᔪᓄᑦ ᐊᑦᑎᖅᓱᐃᓂᕐᒧᑦ, 
ᑕᐃᓐᓇ ᐱᖓᓱᓂᒃ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᕐᓂᒃ ᐊᑐᖅᓱᓂ ᖃᕆᑕᐅᔭᒃᑯᑦ 
ᑕᑯᓂᐊᖅᑕᐅᕕᖓᑦ ᓴᓇᔭᐅᓯᒪᔪᖅ ᐃᓄᒃᑎᑐᑦ, ᖃᓪᓗᓇᑎᑐᑦ, 
ᐅᐃᕖᖅᑎᑐᓪᓗ ᑎᑎᕋᖅᓯᒪᓗᓂ, ᑐᕋᒐᖃᖅᐳᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᔪᑦ 
ᓇᓗᓇᐃᔭᐃᕐᓂᕐᒥᒃ ᐃᓄᖕᓂᒃ ᐊᔾᔨᖑᐊᕐᓃᑐᓂᒃ 
ᑲᑎᖅᓱᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᓂᒃ ᐅᖃᓕᒫᒐᖃᕐᕕᖓᓐᓂ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᑐᖁᖅᓯᓯᒪᕕᖓᓐᓂ ᑎᑎᖃᑐᖃᕐᓂᒃ ᐊᔾᔨᕕᓂᕐᓂᒡᓗ 

ᑲᓇᑕᒥ, ᐋᑐᕚᒥ.
ᓄᑕᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᒪᑎᑦᑎᔾᔪᑎᒃᓴᐃᑦ ᐃᓚᔭᐅᖃᑦᑕᖅᐳᑦ 

ᐊᔾᔨᖁᑎᕕᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᐸᐸᑦᑎᕕᖕᒥ (ᖃᕆᑕᐅᔭᒃᑯᑦ 
ᑐᕌᕈᑎᓕᒃ www.collectionscanada.ca/inuit-ᒥᒃ). 
ᑕᑯᒋᐊᕐᓂᐊᖅᐸᐃᑦ.

ᐊᑏᑐᖅ ᑐᔪᐃᓂᐊᖅᐳᑎᑦ ᑐᓴᖅᑎᑕᑦᑎᓗᑎᒃ ᐅᑯᓄᖓ 
ᐅᕙᓂ ᑐᕌᕈᑎᓕᖕᒥ photo@nnsl.com ᐅᕝᕙᓗᓐᓃᑦ 
ᑎᑎᖃᕐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖕᒧᑦ ᑐᔪᖅᑕᐅᓗᑎᒃ ᐅᕗᖓ Box 2820, 
Yellowknife, NT X1A 2R1

Can you help identify the people in this 
old photograph? 

Project Naming is a trilingual Web 
exhibition and searchable photographic 
database available in Inuktitut, English and  
French. The goal of this project is to iden-
tify Inuit in the photographic collections of 

Library and Archives Canada in Ottawa. 
The new information is added to these 

historical photographs at (www.collection-
scanada.ca/inuit). Come visit. 

Please send submissions to photo@nnsl.
com or mail to Box 2820, Yellowknife, NT, 
X1A 2R1.

iN my View
harry Maksagak is a Cambridge 

Bay resident and former  
underground miner at the Lupin 
gold mine. He has been married 

for 43 years and has five children, 
28 grandchildren and four  

great-grandchildren.

ÄªØùÕúò∆¿
ᕼᐊᐅᓕ ᒪᒃᓴᒐᖅ ᐃᖃᓗᒃᑑᑦᑎᐊᕐᒥᐅᑕᖅ 

ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐅᔭᕋᖕᓂᐊᕐᕕᖕᒥ ᓄᓇᐅᑦ ᐃᓗᐊᓂ 
ᐅᔭᕋᖕᓂᐊᖅᑎᐅᕙᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ ᑕᐃᑲᓂ ᓗᐱᓐᑯᑦ 

ᒍᓗᓯᐅᕐᕕᕕᓂᖓᓂ. ᑖᓐᓇ ᑲᑎᑎᑕᐅᓯᒪᓕᖅᑐᖅ 
43-ᓂᒃ ᐊᕐᕋᒍᓂᒃ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑕᓪᓕᒪᓂᒃ 5 

ᕿᑐᖓᖃᖅᓱᓂ, 28-ᓂᒃ ᐃᕐᖑᑕᖃᖅᓱᓂ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᓯᑕᒪᓂᒃ ᐊᒪᐅᖃᐅᓕᖅᓱᓂ. 

 L.T. Burwash/Library and Archives Canada photo

Inuk girl, Gjoa Haven, King William 
Island, N.W.T. [Nunavut],  May 12, 
1929. MIKAN no. 3379880

ᐃᓄᕐ ᓂᕕᐊᖅᓯᐊᖅ, ᐅᖅᓱᖅᑑᖅ, King 
William ᕿᑭᖅᑕᖓᓂ, ᓄᓇᑦᓯᐊᖅ 
[ᓄᓇᕗᑦ], ᒪᐃ 12, 1929.
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news êÄªØflî

A Cape Dorset resident is 
dead and an Ottawa police 
homicide unit is investigating 
the RCMP's role in that death.

Neither police department 
is revealing any details relat-
ing to the late February tra-
gedy. 

Cape Dorset Mayor Tim-

oon Toonoo confirmed that a 
community member died in 
the incident, but he said he's 
still awaiting an explanation 
from Ottawa Police Service 
(OPS) as to what exactly hap-
pened.

"We haven't heard nothing. 
I haven't heard nothing," Too-
noo said on March 6. 

Nunavut RCMP issued a 
news release during the even-
ing of Feb. 26 indicating that 
there had been an "incident" 
in Cape Dorset and that OPS 
would investigate.

OPS informed Nunavut 
News on Feb. 28 that four of 
its officers – two investigators 
and two forensics specialists 
– were dispatched to Cape 
Dorset to probe an incident 
involving an RCMP officer. 
They wouldn't substantiate 
whether any deaths had taken 
place. 

"We will update you as 
soon as there is more infor-
mation available," OPS Const. 
Amy Gagnon stated.

However, on March 6, OPS 
Const. Martin Dompierre told 
Nunavut News: "It should be 
noted that the Ottawa Police 
does not comment on ongoing 
investigations."

Dompierre did confirm 
that the Ottawa Police Homi-
cide Section is involved in 
the case. 

Chief Supt. Amanda Jones, 
commanding officer of the 
Nunavut RCMP, said the mat-
ter has been turned over to 
OPS and "we just want to do a 
hands-off on that one." 

Asked whether the conclu-
sion of the investigation will 
be made public, Jones said, 
"that would be through OPS, 
yes." 

Dompierre gave contra-
dictory information. 

"(The report) will be sub-
mitted to the RCMP and if 
the RCMP wants to speak to 
it then that's their responsibil-
ity," he said. 

Although the RCMP is not 
conducting the investigation, 
the police force has been in 
touch with select residents of 
Cape Dorset, according to 
Jones. 

"We have engaged with the 
families to ensure they were 
notified and with mayor and 
council – we're working with 
them – and made sure Ottawa 
Police Service got everything 
they required. They're doing 
their investigation and we'll 
be waiting for their report," 
the commanding officer said. 

The ordeal has left some 
Cape Dorset residents feeling 
"stressed out," Toonoo said, 
adding that the court circuit 
that was scheduled to take 
place this month has been 
delayed until May in light of 
the tragic circumstances. 

Asked if he has confidence 
in one police force investigat-
ing another, Toonoo replied, 
"I don't really have a say on 
that."  

Although the Cape Dor-
set incident wasn't mentioned 
in the legislative assembly 
on March 5, Justice Minister 
Jeannie Ehaloak was ques-
tioned about police scrutin-
izing one another. She said 
the Department of Justice is 
researching other options, 
including a possible civilian 
oversight body that may com-
prise a department employee 
and a lawyer from the Legal 
Services Board, among others. 

"There are organizations 
like that within Canada, so we 
are looking at options to see 
what best fits for Nunavut," 
said Ehaloak.

Some residents 'stressed out,' says Cape Dorset mayor; justice minister indicates civilian 
oversight body being considered to investigate officer-involved deaths

ottawa Police Service refuses to comment on 
its investigation into a Cape Dorset homicide that 
involved an RCMP officer. 
photo courtesy of Ottawa Police Service

ᐋᑐᕚᒥ ᐸᓖᓯᒃᑯᓐᓂ ᐱᔨᑦᑎᕋᖅᑎᐅᔪᓂ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᒃᓴᓕᐅᕈᒪᙱᓚᑦ 
ᖃᐅᔨᓴᖅᑕᐅᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᑭᙵᕐᓂ ᑐᖂᑦᑎᓂᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ 
ᐃᓚᖃᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᐸᓖᓯᒃᑯᓐᓂ ᐸᓖᓯᐅᔪᒥᑦ. 

Secrecy shrouds police homicide
by derek Neary

 Northern News Services
Kinngait/Cape dorset

oN ThE LANd:  
ALiShA KUNUK

Iqaluit
I took this photo on February 22, 23:00 at cosway 
parking.

ᐊᓖᓴ ᑯᓄᒃ
ᐃᖃᓗᐃᑦ

ᐊᔾᔨᓕᐅᓚᐅᖅᑕᕋ ᕕᕈᐊᕆ 22–ᒥ, 23:00–ᒥ ᓄᕗᑯᑖᖕᒥ 
ᓄᓇᓯᐅᑎᖃᕐᕕᖕᒥ.
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LESLEy M. QAQSUViK
Kugaaruk

11-month-old Angutinguar loves her tunnuaq and cari-
bou quaq! As soon as we walked in my best friend's 
house she crawled super fast to the meat!

ᓚᔅᓕ ᒪ. ᖃᒃᓱᕕᒃ
ᑰᒑᕐᔪᒃ

ᑕᖅᑭᓕᒃ–11-ᓂ ᐊᖑᑎᙳᐊᖅ ᒪᒪᕆᔭᖃᑦᑎᐊᖅᐳᖅ 
ᑐᓐᓄᐊᖓᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᑐᒃᑐ ᖁᐊᕐᒥ! ᐱᓱᓚᐅᖅᑎᓪᓗᑕ ᐱᖃᓐᓇᕆᓛᒪ 
ᐃᒡᓗᖓᓄᑦ ᐹᕐᙳᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᓱᒃᑲᔪᐊᓗᖕᒥ ᓂᕿᒧᑦ!

EriK iKoE 
Baker Lake

45 kilometres south of 
Baker Lake – my first griz-
zly bear back in 2017.

ᐃᐊᕆᒃ ᐊᐃᑯ
ᖃᒪᓂᑦᑐᐊᖅ

45 ᑭᓛᒥᑐᑦ ᖃᒪᓂᑦᑐᐊᑉ 
ᓂᒋᐊᓂ – ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᒥ 
ᐊᒃᖤᓚᐅᖅᑕᕋ 2017–ᒥ.

WiNNEr: ShELdEEN EMiNgAK 
Cambridge Bay

Cambridge Bay in mid-February, beautiful northern lights.

ᐊᑭᓯᔪᖅ: ᓯᐅᓪᑎᓐ ᐃᒥᖓᖅ
ᐃᖃᓗᒃᑑᑦᑎᐊᖅ

ᐃᖃᓗᒃᑑᑦᑎᐊᖅ ᕕᕈᐊᕆᐅ–ᕿᑎᖅᐸᓯᐊᓂ, ᑲᔾᔮᕐᓇᖅᑐᑦ ᐊᖅᓴᕐᓃᑦ.

amazing on-the-land stories ᑲᔾᔮᕐᓇᖅᑐᓂᒃ ᓄᓇᒥ ᐅᓂᒃᑳᑦ

On the land
Do you have an amazing story from your adventures on the 

land? Tell us your story and show us your photos for a chance 
to win $100. 

Submit your story and photo to our Nunavut News Facebook 
page, editor@nunavutnews.com, or by mail to Nunavut News, 
PO Box 28, Iqaluit, NU, X0A 0H0. 

Entries will be placed on our Facebook page. They may also 
appear in this newspaper and other Northern News Services 
publications. The story and photo with the most combined likes 
and shares at the end of the week wins.

This week's winner is Sheldeen Emingak.
Congratulations!
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CrySTAL NATANiNE 
Arctic Bay

First Bridge in Arctic Bay, I spy a rabbit! 

ᑯᕆᔅᑐᓪ ᓈᑕᓇᐃᓐ
ᐃᒃᐱᐊᕐᔪᒃ

ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᖅ ᐃᑳᕐᕕᒃ ᐃᒃᐱᐊᕐᔪᖕᒥ, ᐅᑲᓕᕐᒥ ᑕᑯᕗᖓ! 

MAriANNE UQAyUiTTUQ 
Baker Lake

Tate Uqayuittuq at age 2 in Baker Lake, Nunavut. His 
father Tyrone Uqayuittuq just came in from the land in 
the spring of 2018, Tate was walking to the SkiDoo – 
looked like he was going hunting.

ᒥᐊᕆᐋᓐ ᐅᖃᔪᐃᑦᑐᖅ
ᖃᒪᓂᑦᑐᐊᖅ

ᐅᓇ ᑕᐃᑦ ᐅᖃᔪᐃᑦᑐᖅ ᐅᑭᐅᖃᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ 2–ᒥ ᖃᒪᓂᑦᑐᐊᖅ, 
ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ. ᐊᑖᑕᖓ ᑕᐃᕉᓐ ᐅᖃᔪᐃᑦᑐᖅ ᑎᑭᓵᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 
ᐊᐅᓪᓛᖅᓯᒪᓂᕐᒥ ᓄᓇᒥ ᐅᐱᕐᙶᒥ 2018–ᒥ, ᑕᐃᑦ ᐱᓱᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 
ᓯᑭᑑᒧᑦ–ᓲᕐᓗ ᐊᖑᓇᓱᒋᐊᖅᑐᖅ.

MiChAEL  
MUCKpAh

Grise Fiord
This is a photo of Grise 
Fiord at night from on top 
of the mountain! I went on 
top of our mountain with 
my Ski-Doo after supper. 
Sure was an awesome 
sight seeing on top! I went 
up by myself. It took no 
longer than 20 minutes to 
reach the top. 

amazing on-the-land stories ᑲᔾᔮᕐᓇᖅᑐᓂᒃ ᓄᓇᒥ ᐅᓂᒃᑳᑦ

ᒪᐃᑯ ᒪᒃᐸ
ᐊᐅᓱᐃᑦᑐᖅ

ᐅᓇ ᐊᔾᔨᓕᐊᖅ ᐊᐅᓱᐃᑦᑐᕐᒥ 
ᐅᓐᓄᐊᒃᑯᑦ ᖃᖅᑲᐅᑉ 
ᖄᖓᓂ! ᖃᖅᑲᐅᑉ 
ᖄᖓᓄᐊᓚᐅᖅᐳᖓ ᓯᑭᑑᒃᑯᑦ 
ᐅᓐᓄᕈᒻᒥᑕᓚᐅᖅᑎᓪᓗᖓ. 
ᑲᔾᔮᕐᓇᑦᑎᐊᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᑕᑯᓪᓗᓂ 
ᖁᓛᓂ! ᐃᓄᑑᓪᓗᖓ 
ᑕᑉᐸᐅᙵᓚᐅᖅᐳᖓ,. 
ᐊᑯᓂᐅᓂᖅᓴᒥ 20 ᒥᓂᑦᓂ 
ᑎᑭᐅᑎᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᖁᓛᓄᑦ. 
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A dEMoNSTrATioN of  
hANd-EyE CoordiNATioN

Wayne Morgan stickhandles his way up a street in Hall Beach on a sunny winter's day.

ᑕᑯᒃᓴᐅᑎᑦᑎᓂᐅᔪᖅ ᐊᒡᒐᒥ-ᐃᔨᒧᑦ ᐊᐅᓚᑦᑎᓂᐅᔪᒥ
ᐅᐊᐃᓐ ᒧᐊᒐᓐ ᕼᐋᑭᕈᑎᖓᓄᑦ ᕿᔪᖓᓂ ᐊᑐᖅᐳᖅ ᐊᖅᑯᒻᒥ ᓴᓂᕋᔭᖕᒥ ᓯᕿᓐᓂᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᐅᑭᐅᒃᑯᑦ ᐅᓪᓗᖓᓂ.

Leading the Way  
to after-school activities

Taloyoak
Recreation staff have been delivering Leading the Way 

programming after school. There's a mix of sports, games and 
other activities, said Nathan Mannilaq, the hamlet's recreation 
coordinator.  

Variations of volleyball have proved to be the most popular 
event, he said. Hopscotch, bean bag tosses, relay math, colour-
ing and other pursuits are also held in the school's gym.

There's two age groups and usually 10 to 15 youth show up 
for each group, according to Mannilaq.

"It's pretty exciting. It's something to do for the children," he 
said. "RPAN (the Recreation and Parks Association of Nunavut) 
was looking for a program to do up north during the winters to 
keep the children warm, active and healthy... sometimes there's 
not very much to do up north so this after-school program really 
helps" 

When Leading the Way wraps up at the end of March, 
two months after its inception, there will be trophies for those 
with the best attendance and for the most active participants, 
Mannilaq said.

T-shirts and certificates will be given to everyone who takes 
part, he added.

"We want to see how the outcome is. If it's good we'll want 
to try and continue to have it throughout the whole winter," he 
said. "During the summertime we have a summer day camp and 
that one goes really, really good." 

– Derek Neary

Community determined to send  
minor hockey team to tournament

Pangnirtung
Community members are set on sending their minor hockey 

team to the Toonik Tyme tournament in Iqaluit. In less than two 
months, the goal is raise $40 000 in order to cover the flight 
costs of 80 kids.

According to Sheena Machmer, a mom, in previous years 
kids have been able to attend the tournament. However, this 
year without the Minor Association Committee and a local 
recreational coordinator, it falls on the shoulders of parents to 
raise the funds.

The community has no plans of giving up despite the time 
restraints, said Machmer, adding they have just started.

From donations and a "Looney Toonie" event (involving 
raffles) about $1800 has been raised.

A "Jail and Bail" event (mock arrest for $5 and bail for $10), 
followed by another "Looney Toonie" event are planned.

Machmer has also reached out to Canadian North for dona-
tions and discounted fares.

She expressed, the hockey tournament is an opportunity for 
kids to show-off their skills and compete with other community 
teams. According to her, it also creates a sense of belonging, 
pride and self-esteem for the kids.

– Rajnesh Sharma

Cambridge Bay breakfast  
program could use more hands

Ikaluktutiak/Cambridge Bay
Pam Langan recently took over preparing weekday break-

fasts for students. The meals are offered at Kiilinik High school 
at 8 a.m. and students of all ages are welcome, said Langan, who 
has an education in cooking and baking.

Pancakes, a variety of fruit and yogurt are often on the menu. 
She even served quiche one morning. 

"They've got to have different things, they've got to try it. 
One little one, he goes, 'I don't like that.' I said, 'How do you 
know? You haven't tried it.' I had him take a little bite and he 
says, 'It's like pizza!' He definitely ate it," Langan said, laughing.

A member of the local district education authority, Langan 
said anyone who has an interest in being paid to help out with 
the breakfast program – formerly run by school staff – should 
apply through the Department of Healthy Living. 

Many Cambridge Bay residents know Langan as a librarian 
at May Hakongak Community Library. She added that her com-
mute to work is a short one because she just has to finish up in 
the school kitchen and then head down the hall to the library, 
which is also housed within the school. 

– Derek Neary

NWT and Nunavut collaborate  
on caribou management

Nunavut and NWT
Ministers of Environment for the GNWT and Nunavut, Shane 
Thompson and Joe Savikataaq of the Government of Nunavut 

Please see Country, page 14
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UNdEr iCE obSErVErS
Pedro de la Torre, on the left, Johnny Kooneeliusie and Julek Chawarski stand near the Ice Tethered 
Obseravatory on the south side of Broughton Island. 

ᐱᐊᑦᕈ ᑎ ᓚ ᑐᐊᕐ, ᓴᐅᒥᖕᒥ, ᔮᓂ ᑰᓂᓘᓯ ᐊᒻᒪ ᔪᓕᒃ ᓴᕋᐅᔅᑭ ᓇᖏᖅᐳᑦ ᓯᑯᒧᑦ ᐊᑦᑐᖏᖅᓯᒪᔪᒥ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᕐᕕᐅᔪᒥ 
ᖃᓂᒋᔭᖓᓂ ᓂᒋᖅᐸᓯᐊᓂ ᕿᑭᖅᑖᓗᖕᒥ.held a meeting on barren-ground caribou management at the end of Febru-

ary.
Multiple Indigenous governments and Inuit groups were in attendance.
Topics discussed were harvest management, wolf management, review of 

proposals and recommendations, update on co-management actions and the 
memorandum of understanding between both governments. 

– Rita Pigalak, Local Journalism Initiative reporter 

Country foods and some meetings
Kugaaruk

The country food distribution program is close to wrapping up. Caribou, 
muskox meat, Arctic char, ringed and bearded seals have been purchased 
and given away to local residents most in need, particularly elders, said 
Joshua Kringorn, manager of the Kurtairujuark Hunters & Trappers Asso-
ciation. 

"It's beneficial to the community," he said of the program. 
There have also been a few meetings recently. Representatives from 

the Department Of Environment stopped by for consultations on the Peary 
caribou and to present the latest research on the herd.

WWF Canada also paid a visit to get the HTA's input on the Nunavut 
draft land-use plan, according to Kringorn.

– Derek Neary 

Ice tethered observatory deployed
Qikiqtarjuaq

With the help of locals, scientists have deployed an ice tethered observa-
tory near Qikiqtarjuaq. 

Scientist Julek Chawarski, from Memorial University of Newfoundland, 
visited the community to deploy the device last month. It is being used to 
collect data on the movement of fish and plankton under the ice.

 The sensors also measure sea-ice thickness and temperature as well 
as light penetration. The long term goal is to collect ecological data for 
research, said Chawarski. Besides the opportunity to discuss science with 
the community, the ArcticFISH project has also been able to hire locals.

"I would like to see this work in Qikiqtarjuaq build capacity for more 
young people to participate in science and science jobs," said Chawarski.

Funding is available for another year of deployment in 2021.
– Rajnesh Sharma

NWT, from page 13
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CoLLeGe 
Feature

by Nunavut  
Sivuniksavut
ottawa

ᑕᑯᔭᒃᓴᐃᑦ

The Nunavut Sivunik-
savut college program in 
Ottawa is eventful throughout 
the school year and February 
was no exception. 

Students partook in the 
Northern Lights business 
and cultural showcase, went  
skating on the Rideau Canal 
and were both spectators  
and performers during the 
Winterlude festival.  

ᓄᓇᕗᑦ ᓯᕗᓂᒃᓴᕗᑦ 
ᓯᓚᑦᑐᖅᓴᕐᕕᖕᒥ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᔪᖅ 
ᐋᑐᕚᒥ ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᕐᓂᖃᑦᑎᐊᖅᐳᖅ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᐊᕐᕌᒍᓕᒫᖓᓐᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᕕᕈᐊᕆ 
ᑕᐃᒪᐃᖃᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ. 

ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑏᑦ 
ᐃᓚᐅᖃᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᐊᖅᓴᕐᓃᑦ 
ᓇᖕᒥᓂᕆᔭᐅᔪᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐃᓕᖅᑯᓯᒧᑦ ᑕᑯᒃᓴᐅᑎᑦᑎᓂᐅᔪᒥ, 
ᓯᐊᕐᕆᔮᕆᐊᖅᖢᑎᒃ ᕇᑑ ᑰᖓᓐᓂ 
ᐊᒻᒪ ᖁᙱᐊᖅᑎᐅᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᖁᙱᐊᖅᑕᐅᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᑕᐃᑲᓂ 
ᐅᑭᐅᖅᓯᐅᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᖁᕕᐊᓱᒍᑕᐅᔪᒥ. 

February fun with  
Nunavut Sivuniksavut

ᕕᕈᐊᕆᒥ ᐊᓕᐊᓇᐃᒍᓱᖕᓂᖅ 
ᓄᓇᕗᑦ ᓯᕗᓂᒃᓴᕗᒃᑯᓐᓄᑦ

photos courtesy of Nunavut Sivuniksavut 

Shelton Nipisar, Lilly Parr, left, Alassua Hanson and Annie Qimirpik pose for a photo after performing at 
the 2020 Northern Lights business and cultural showcase. 

Joni Karoo, left, and Shantel Qirngnuq take a 
break from skating on the Rideau Canal to enjoy 
BeaverTail pastries and beverages.  

From left, Xavier Angotingoar, Manu Kunuk and 
Kobe Aknavigak do some traditional Inuit dancing 
during Winterlude, Ottawa's winter festival.

Annie Qimirpik, left, 
and Alassua Hanson 
give the audience at the 
Northern Lights trade 
show a throat-singing 
demonstration. 

ᔫᓂ ᑲᕉ, ᓴᐅᒥᖕᒥ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓵᓐᑎᐅᓪ ᕿᙳᖅ ᕿᑲᓚᐅᑲᒃᐳᑦ 
ᓯᐊᕐᕆᔮᕐᓂᕐᒥ ᕇᑑ ᑰᖓᓐᓂ ᒪᒪᑕᖕᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐲᕗᑕᐃᔪᓂ 
ᐸᓚᐅᒑᕋᓛᓂᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓂᐅᖅᑲᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ.

ᓴᐅᒥᖕᒥ, ᓯᐅᓪᑎᓐ ᓂᐱᓴ, ᓕᓕ ᐹ, ᐊᓛᓱᐊ ᕼᐋᓐᓯᓐ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐋᓂ ᕿᒥᖅᐱᒃ ᓇᖏᖅᐳᑦ ᐊᔾᔨᓕᐅᖅᑕᐅᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᖁᙱᐊᖅᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ 
2020 ᐊᖅᓴᕐᓃᑦ ᓇᖕᒥᓂᕆᔭᐅᔪᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᓕᖅᑯᓯᒧᑦ ᑕᑯᒃᓴᐅᑎᑦᑎᓂᐅᔪᒥ. 

Hamming it up at the Winterlude festival are Kobe 
Aknavigak and Nunavut Sivuniksavut instructor 
Murray Angus as they play the "mouth pull" game. 

ᓴᐅᒥᖕᒥ, ᓴᕕᐅᕐ ᐊᖑᑎᙳᐊᖅ, ᒪᓄ ᑯᓄᒃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᑰᐱ ᐊᒃᓇᕕᒐᖅ ᐱᖅᑯᓯᑐᖃᖅᑎᒍᑦ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᕿᓚᐅᔾᔭᕐᓂᕐᒥ 
ᐅᑭᐅᖅᓯᐅᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ, ᐋᑐᕚᒥ ᐅᑭᐅᒃᑯᑦ ᖁᕕᐊᓱᒍᑕᐅᔪᒥ.

Northern News Services

ᓯᒃᑲᖓᓴᒃᑐᑦ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᓯᐅᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᖁᕕᐊᓱᒍᑕᐅᔪᒥ ᐅᑯᐊᖑᕗᑦ 
ᑰᐱ ᐊᒃᓇᕕᒐᖅ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓄᓇᕗᑦ ᓯᕗᓂᒃᓴᕗᑦ ᐃᓕᓴᐃᔨ 
ᒨᕆ ᐋᙱᔅ ᐱᙳᐊᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ "ᖃᓂᕐᒥ ᓄᑦᑐᒃᓴᐃᓂᕐᒥ" 
ᐱᙳᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ.

photo story êphoto stories

ᐋᓂ ᕿᒥᖅᐱᒃ, ᓴᐅᒥᖕᒥ, ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐊᓛᓱᐊ ᕼᐋᓐᓯᓐ ᑐᓂᓯᕗᑦ 
ᖁᙱᐊᖅᑐᓂ ᐊᖅᓴᕐᓃᑦ 
ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔮᕆᔭᐅᔪᓄᑦ 
ᑕᑯᒃᓴᐅᑎᑦᑎᓂᖓᓂ 
ᑲᑕᔾᔭᕐᓂᕐᒥ 
ᑕᑯᒃᓴᐅᑎᑦᑎᓂᐅᔪᒥ. 
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We are less than one week away from 
the start of the big show in Whitehorse.

That big show, of course, is the 2020 
Arctic Winter Games and it all gets under-
way on March 15. 

Team Nunavut will be out in full force 
with a total of 270 athletes, coaches and 
mission staff from 22 communities along 
with the Inuksuk Drum Dancers from 
Iqaluit, who will be the cultural perform-
ers and 10 members of the Nunavut Youth 
Ambassadors Program.

Mariele Depeuter is the chef de mis-
sion this time around, a role she's filled 
several times before for Team Nunavut 
and she said everything is going as good 
as it can right now.

"We're definitely feeling the crunch but 
everything is on the right track," she said. 
"Our travel plans are still good to go and 
we're just continuing to get ready."

The team will be going over on three 
charters with pick-ups in the major cen-

tres – Iqaluit and Rankin Inlet – along 
with one stop in Yellowknife to pick up 
some athletes who are travelling from the 
Kitikmeot region.

Depeuter said there is an extra charter 
for dogs taking part in dog mushing.

This year's team is a bit bigger than the 
2018 squad in that there are juvenile boys 
and girls futsal teams, teams that were 
missing from two years ago, along with 
four athletes in dog mushing. 

What's different is that there aren't any 
gymnasts and that's because no one was 
able to coach the team.

"What we added and what we lost all 
balances out," said Depeuter.

The official uniform and pin set were 
both unveiled at the legislative assembly in 
Iqaluit on March 5 and it features patches 
celebrating both the 50th anniversary of 
the Arctic Winter Games itself and the 
20th anniversary of Team Nunavut; Nuna-
vut's first foray into multi-sport games 
after becoming a territory was the 2000 
Arctic Winter Games.

The uniform also includes custom-

made hand-crocheted hats made in both 
Arviat by Kiluk Ltd. and the Uqqurmiut 
Centre for Arts and Crafts in Pangnirtung.

Team Nunavut won a total of 55 ulus – 
15 gold, 17 silver and 23 bronze – in 2018 
and while there's no telling if that number 
will go up, Depeuter said she expects 
nothing but a good effort.

"We're all hoping the athletes will 
give it their all every time they go out," 
she said. 

"One of the big things we're going to be 
looking at this year is athlete development 
and how far they've come. The coaches 
have been working with the athletes for a 
while now and development has been the 
focus so we'll see what happens at crunch 
time."

But no matter what happens, Depeuter 
said the most important thing is that so 
many people have helped to get Nunavut 
to where it is 20 years after it all began.

"To the people who opened the gym 
doors to let the athletes practice to the 
mission staff and the volunteers, we can't 
thank them enough," she said.

Final preparations for Team Nunavut's 2020 AWG adventure

Days away from Whitehorse Games

Team Nunavut's 2020 Arctic 
Winter Games uniform and pin 
set were officially unveiled at 
the legislative assembly in Iqal-
uit on March 5. Joining in on the 
unveiling are, from left, Lorne 
Kusugak, minister of Commun-
ity and Government Services; 
Alesha Tiglik (youth ambassa-
dor), Naja Flaherty (Arctic sport 
athlete), Leetia Eegeesiak (dog 
mushing athlete), Ryan Eegee-
siak McIntosh (midget hockey 
athlete), Seth Burke (bantam 
hockey athlete), Premier Joe 
Savikataaq and Megan Hutch-
ings (basketball athlete).

photo courtesy of Sonja Lonsdale 

ᐱᙳᐊᖅᑎᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ 2020 ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ ᐅᑭᐅᒃᑯᑦ ᐱᙳᐊᕐᓃᑦ ᐊᓐᓄᕌᖏᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᑲᑭᖅᑯᐊᖏᑦ ᓴᖅᑭᑎᑕᐅᓪᓚᕆᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᒪᓕᒐᓕᐅᕐᕕᖕᒥ ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓂ ᒫᔾᔨ 5–ᒥ. ᐃᓚᐅᖃᑕᐅᔪᑦ ᓴᖅᑭᑎᑕᐅᓂᖓᓐᓂ 
ᐅᑯᐊᖑᕗᑦ, ᓴᐅᒥᖕᒥ, ᓗᐊᓐ ᑯᓱᒐᖅ, ᒥᓂᔅᑕ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᑦ ᐱᔨᑦᑎᕋᖅᑎᖏᓐᓂ; ᐊᓖᓴ ᑎᒡᓕᒃ (ᒪᒃᑯᒃᑐᓄᑦ ᑭᒡᒐᖅᑐᖅᑎᒻᒪᕆᒃ), ᓇᔭ ᕙᓚᕈᑎ (ᐃᓄᖕᓄᑦ ᐱᙳᐊᕈᓯᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᐱᙳᐊᖅᑎ), ᓖᑎᐊ 
ᐃᔨᑦᓯᐊᖅ (ᕿᒧᒃᓯᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐱᙳᐊᖅᑎ), ᕋᐃᔭᓐ ᐃᔨᑦᓯᐊᖅ ᒫᑭᓐᑖᔅ (ᒥᑦᔨᑦ ᕼᐋᑭᒧᑦ ᐱᙳᐊᖅᑎ), ᓯᐊᑦ ᐴᒃ (ᐹᓐᑕᒻ ᕼᐋᑭᒧᑦ ᐱᙳᐊᖅᑎ), ᓯᕗᓕᖅᑎ ᔫ ᓴᕕᑲᑖᖅ ᐊᒻᒪ ᒪᐃᒋᓐ ᕼᐊᑦᓯᓐᔅ (ᐹᔅᑭᑦᐹᓪᒧᑦ ᐱᙳᐊᖅᑎ).

by James McCarthy
 Northern News Services

Nunavut 

And the beat goes on
Kangiqliniq/Rankin Inlet 

Another weekend, another hockey tournament in 
Rankin Inlet.

This time, it was the annual Powerful Peewees, 
which happened from March 6 to 8. Eight teams from 
Rankin Inlet, Coral Harbour, Arviat, Baker Lake, 
Naujaat and Iqaluit hit the ice over the course of the 
tournament.

The round-robin kicked things off on March 6 and 
continued through to the following day with the play-
offs beginning on March 8. The bronze medal and gold 
medal games happened later in the evening.

See a future edition of Nunavut News for the recap.

Biathletes in action 
Valcartier, Que.

The 2020 Cadet National Biathlon Championships 
wrapped up in Valcartier, Que., on March 8 and Nuna-
vut had a few of its young finest in action.

The 3045 Royal Canadian Army Cadet Corps in 
Arctic Bay joined in with their colleagues from the 
NWT and Yukon to make up the Northern squad and 
they had varying results. 

Cheryl Tilley raced in the junior girls 4.5-km sprint 
on March 3 and finished in 24th place while teammate 
Loriann Akikulu was 32nd. 

The team joined together for relay races on March 
4 and you can see the final results in the next edition 
of Nunavut News.

Nunavut goes winless 
Kingston, Ont.

The 2020 Tim Hortons Brier didn't go as well as the 
Scotties Tournament of Hearts did for Nunavut.

The Canadian men's curling championship in 
Kingston, Ont., saw the territory's rink of Edmund 
MacDonald, Christian Smitheram, Dale Kohlenberg 
and import skip Jake Higgs finish pool play with no 
wins from their seven games, meaning they didn't 
advance to the championship round.

Their closest games in pool play came against Que-
bec and Nova Scotia, both of which ended in identical 
7-4 defeats.

SPoRTS
Check

with James McCarthy
email: sports@nnsl.com

SportS hotline • JameS mccarthy
phone: (867) 873-4031 • email: sports@nnsl.com • Fax: (867) 873-8507

Sports & recreation



nunavutnews.com, Monday, March 9, 2020 17kNKu W?9oxJ5, N[Z/su, ᒫµ5y 9, 2020

sports & recreation Îé¯≤ú & ÄÎÖ∏ÙÄÕÍ≤Ò

People in Rankin Inlet – and the 
Kivalliq region, for that matter – are 
familiar with the annual Rankin 
Rock Hockey Camp put on by David 
Clark.

But late last month saw a new 
hockey camp come to the commun-
ity and it may not be the last time.

Local minor hockey players had 
a rare treat when instructors from 
the famous Andrews Hockey School 
in Prince Edward Island ran a three-
day mini-camp in Rankin Inlet from 
Feb. 24 to 26.

Clark, who coaches the Rankin 
Rock bantams this year and is the 
recreation co-ordinator in Rankin 
Inlet, said the camp went quite well 
and the kids enjoyed every minute 
of it.

He said, for him, it was nice to 
take a step back and watch how the 
Andrews instructors do things.

"I've been to the Andrews Hockey 
School a bunch of times and my kids 
go to it every year, but it sure was 
nice for the players in our commun-
ity to learn from these guys because 
they're one of the top schools in the 
whole country " said Clark.

"I was very interested in a lot of 
the skating drills they did.

"So much of the game is skating 
now and Andrews is one of the top 
skating-instruction schools you can 
find – the way they break it down 
and teach new skating skills to help 
a player create more space, as well 
as using your edges to give yourself 
more room on the ice are two things 
they're known for and very, very 
good at teaching.

"I learned a bunch of things this 
week just watching some of their 
sessions and you have to remember, 
Sidney Crosby, Nathan MacKinnon 
and most of the top players from 
Eastern Canada all went through 
their school."

Clark said he was just a little 
relieved to see a solid turnout for the 
school's visit.

He said it was one of the worst 
times of the hockey season to visit 
Rankin and he hopes to bring them 
up earlier in the coming season.

"It was tough because there's 

always a bit of a letdown in the com-
munity following the big Polar Bear 
Plate tournament.

"It's a huge weekend for us and 
everybody kind of takes a few deep 
breaths and a few days to recoup 
from it all after a weekend like that 
is over.

"But the kids were all here and 
eager to learn, so it was a great time 
for all of us. I'm doing a lot of the 
camps here and helping the coaches 

and it's good to hear a different voice 
at times and get a different perspec-
tive on things.

"My kids need to learn from 
different people and the Andrews 
Hockey School visiting here was 
a great opportunity for them to do 
exactly that."

Clark said he's going to try to 
make the visit from the school an 
annual event. He added taht he threw 
around some ideas with the instruct-

ors while they were here and it looks 
like they're going to try to come at  
the beginning of the 2020-2021 sea-
son.

"I'm a big believer in the begin-
ning of the year being when you get 
the most out of what you're trying to 
do with the players.

"The kids are very eager at the 
start of the season. The parents 
are also eager to get going and the 
excitement level is high throughout 

the whole community for a new sea-
son to get underway.

"So, we're going to try and bring 
them in just after I have my camp 
and have them here for a whole 
week.

"The timing for this visit was 
because they were in Iqaluit for the 
week before and it just made sense 
financially to bring them right to 
Rankin when they finished-up in 
Iqaluit."

Andrews Hockey School pays a visit to Rankin Inlet

photo courtesy of David Clark

Andrews Hockey School mini-camp participants, front from left, Ben MacDonald (instructor), Jose Taipana, Milli Lindell and 
Terence Kusugak and back from left, Aiden Papak, Solomon Sanertanut, Marvin Kritaqliluk and Morgan MacDonald (instructor) 
are all smiles while beginning their on-ice session at the Rankin Inlet arena on Feb. 26.

ᐋᓐᑐᕉᔅ ᕼᐋᑭᒧᑦ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖓ ᑕᖕᒫᕐᕕᕋᓛᕐᒥ ᐃᓚᐅᖃᑕᐅᔪᑦ, ᓯᕗᓂᐊᓂ ᓴᐅᒥᖕᒥ, ᐱᐊᓐ ᒪᒃᑖᓄᑦ (ᐃᓕᓴᐃᔨ), ᔫᓯ ᑕᐃᐸᓇ, ᒥᓕ ᓕᓐᑎᐅᓪ ᐊᒻᒪ ᑎᐊᕆᓐᔅ 
ᑯᓱᒐᖅ ᐊᒻᒪ ᑐᓄᐊᓂ ᓴᐅᒥᖕᒥ, ᐊᐃᑎᓐ ᐸᐸᒃ, ᓵᓚᒪᓐ ᓴᓂᖅᑕᓄᑦ, ᒫᕕᓐ ᕿᑎᖅᖠᓗᒃ ᐊᒻᒪ ᒧᐊᒐᓐ ᒪᒃᑖᓄᑦ (ᐃᓕᓴᐃᔨ) ᖁᖓᔮᖅᑐᐃᓐᓇᐅᕗᑦ ᐱᒋᐊᓕᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ 
ᓯᑯᒥ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ ᐊᓐᓂᑭᑕᕐᕕᖓᓂ ᕕᕈᐊᕆ 26–ᒥ.

by darrell Greer 
 Northern News Services

Kangiqliniq/Rankin Inlet

Hockey skills get sharpened
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There is one sector of the population I can't stand more than 
any one else: the Learjet liberal set. These trillionaire moral 
betters who claim they will change the world even if it means 
spending every last buck of your money to do it.

Michael Bloomberg had a town hall recently and was asked 
why he flew private, even though private jets are a huge spewer 
of carbon emissions (they're still bad, right?). His answer? To 
try and rid the world of coal jobs. He also hinted at the fact that 
because he's Michael Bloomberg, he's too import-
ant to fly with the commoners because he doesn't 
want to trouble the airlines. Makes me sick – 
these are the types of people who like to lecture 
you about carbon offsets for air travel but don't 
mind them when they fly trans-Atlantic to Davos 
for their latest conference on carbon neutrality. 

Anyway:

The emergency back-ups stay!
Thank goodness some sort of sanity prevailed at the recent 

NHL general managers meetings in Boca Raton, Florida (do 
they always pick Boca Raton?)

If you were paying attention, you would have seen – and 
heard – that the GMs were considering tinkering with the emer-
gency back-up goaltender rule, the same rule which allowed 
David Ayres to become a folk hero to many. It's the feel-good 
story of the year and the threat of someone else not getting their 
15 minutes was very real earlier this month.

At issue was whether the system is working i.e. are these 
guys really worth the trouble of having around the arena? 
You know, I have a sneaky suspicion Kyle Dubas, GM of the 
Toronto Maple Leafs, earmarked this into the agenda. After all, 
it was Ayres who burned the Maple Leafs in his now-legendary 
appearance with the Carolina Hurricanes.

So the GMs talked about it and after going around the table, 
all 31 of them decided to not monkey around with the Emer-
gency Back-Up Goaltender rule as it stands. Right now, each 
home team is required to have someone in the building to serve 
as a stopgap, available to either team, should the opportunity 
arise.

Apparently, there wasn't a problem with it. Of course there 
isn't because in the history of the National Hockey League, 
there have been a grand total of two – two! - people who have 
been pressed into duty: Ayres and Scott Foster, who became a 
member of the Chicago Blackhawks for one night in 2018. The 
system is just fine and why this was even a topic of conversation 
is beyond me. 

Again, this was Dubas probably whining because his team 
lost to a 42-year-old Zamboni driver.

only the beginning
The 2020 Major League Baseball season is going to be a 

rough one for the Houston Astros, or Asterisks, as I like to call 
them now. And I'm being kind when I say rough.

Spring training is on right now and some players are already 
having some fun at Houston's expense, such as Trevor Bauer of 
the Cincinnati Reds. The reds played the Los Angeles Dodg-
ers on March 1 and Bauer decided to have a little fun by giv-
ing some of the Dodgers' batters a hint at what he was going to 

throw. Matt Beaty of the Dodgers was a fun at-
bat to watch as Bauer showed him every pitch he 
was going to throw.

Anthony Rizzo of the Chicago Cubs was 
another who took a veiled shot at the Asterisks 
while mic'ed up for a game late last month. 
Rizzo was talking with someone from ESPN 
during an at-bat and, when asked what he was 
expecting from a pitcher, he said he didn't know 

and asked for someone to bang for him. The reference is to how 
Astros players would bang on a garbage can to indicate what 
pitches were coming after they stole the signs using a camera in 
centre field.

I haven't looked forward to a Major League Baseball season 
in many years but this one is going to be so much fun to watch. 
Only problem is I wish I could get to a ballpark where the Astros 
were playing if only to see how bad it gets. Yes, I am all about 
schadenfreude. Schadenfreude and I are best friends.

And finally ...
Good Idea: Praising a finger roll by Kyle Kuzma.
Bad Idea: Doris Burke of ESPN praising a finger roll by Kyle 

Kuzma with a sprinkle of saltiness.
Doris Burke is one play-by-play announcer I can actually 

stomach. Not only is she knowledgeable about the sport she's 
commentating on – basketball – she is prepared and does her 
homework. 

She's also from an Irish Catholic family in New Jersey so you 
know she can dine with royalty and hang with the trucker set all 
at the same table. The hug-to-swearing ratio in a family like that 
is something like 50:1 and take it from me – I grew up with a 
Catholic grandfather. I know every dirty joke there is to know.

Burke was on the call when the Los Angeles Lakers took on 
the New Orleans Pelicans on March 1. Kyle Kuzma of the Lak-
ers executed a very nice lay-up on a drive and Burke was a fan of 
it. So much so that it sounds like she enjoyed it a bit too much as 
she may have dropped an extra word in there to describe it, one 
which sounds an awful lot like trucking.

Go and have a listen and see what you think. To me, it sounds 
like she's saying it. Others are trying to cover for her and claim 

she said "looking" but you keep on believing that. Burke said it 
and that's that. The legend that is Doris Burke just continues to 
grow.

Until next time, folks ...

Look at what David Ayres nearly 
caused ... thanks, NHL

Northern News Services

SPoRTS 
Talk

with James McCarthy

photo courtesy of Carolina Hurricanes

David Ayres was the first emergency back-up 
goaltender to be credited with an official National 
Hockey League win after his heroics on Feb. 22 
with the Carolina Hurricanes. Thankfully, he may 
not be the last as the NHL was smart and didn't 
screw around with the current rule regarding the 
emergency back-up.

ᑕᐃᕕᑦ ᐊᐃᔪᔅ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐸᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᑐᐊᕕᕐᓇᖅᑐᒥ 
ᐃᓇᖏᖅᑎᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᐃᓯᖅᑎᑦᑕᐃᓕᒪᑎᑦᑎᔨᐅᕗᖅ ᑐᓂᔭᐅᓂᖓᓂ 
ᐱᓪᓚᕆᐅᔪᒥ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᕼᐋᑭᒥ ᑲᑐᔾᔨᖃᑎᒌᖑᔪᓄᑦ 
ᓵᓚᖃᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᐱᕐᔪᐊᕐᓂᕆᓚᐅᖅᑕᖏᓐᓄᑦ 
ᕕᕈᐊᕆ 22–ᒥ ᑲᐃᕈᓚᐃᓇ ᕼᐆᕆᑲᐃᓐᓂ. ᖁᔭᓐᓇᒦᒃ, 
ᑭᖑᓪᓕᖅᐸᐅᔾᔮᙱᑦᑐᒃᓴᐅᔪᖅ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᕼᐋᑭᒥ ᑲᑐᔾᔨᖃᑎᒌᖑᔪᑦ 
ᐃᓱᒪᑐᓚᐅᕐᒪᑕ ᐊᒻᒪ ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᕐᓂᖃᕈᓘᔭᓚᐅᙱᓚᑦ 
ᒫᓐᓇᐅᔪᒥ ᒪᓕᒐᕆᔭᐅᔪᒥ ᐱᔾᔪᑎᖃᖅᑐᒥ ᑐᐊᕕᕐᓇᖅᑐᒥ 
ᐃᓇᖏᖅᑎᐅᓂᕐᓄᑦ.
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The number of high school graduates in 
Nunavut has gradually been rising, but is the 
quality of their education adequate?

MLA John Main has been trying to get an 
answer to this question, but he says there are 
few reliable measures. He used departmental 
exams as one yardstick and that showed Nuna-
vut students failing at a rate between one-

quarter and one-third of the tests up until 2019, 
when partial results revealed that 64 per cent 
failed.

"I am very concerned with the numbers 
that came from the Department of Education. 
Keeping in mind that many students drop out 
before Grade 10 and never even write a depart-
mental exam," Main said in the legislative 
assembly last year. 

Education Minister David Joanasie 
described the trend from the departmental 
exams – which are based on the Alberta cur-
riculum – as "stable." He said Nunavut has 
improved its graduation rate since dividing 
from the Northwest Territories, although he 
noted that only 41 per cent of students success-
fully completed Grade 12 in 2018. 

"We want to continue to increase that num-
ber. If there any suggestions on how we can do 
that, we are open," said Joanasie.

Main pointed out that a Department of 
Education request for proposals referred to 
the territory's "low graduation quality" as an 
"emerging challenge."

"We hear a lot of concerns from the parents 
of the school children and they're concerned 
that even if they graduate from Grade 12 and 
even if we say that they have completed Grade 
12, they are not up to par with the rest of Can-
ada," said Main.

The Department of Education doesn't track 
how many Nunavut graduates need to upgrade 
their marks to get accepted into a post-sec-
ondary institution. However, the department 
has increased the opportunities for students to 

rewrite departmental exams and 105 students 
did just that in 2019.  

Joanasie pointed to numerous other initia-
tives that the department has adopted through a 
"holistic approach" such as the Inuktut Titiqqir-
iniq Balanced Literacy Program, improving 
technology and acoustics in classrooms, anti-
bullying messaging such a Pink Day, family 
and community engagement efforts, a redesign 
of the Nunavut Teacher Education Program 
and the Inuit education leave program, which 
allows GN employees to pursue educational 
goals. 

There's also support for existing GN staff 
to become teachers, such as through the Inuit 
Employment Plan and Educational Leave Pro-
gram, Joanasie noted. 

The territorial government has had dif-
ficulty recruiting teachers over the past few 
years, starting the school year with a shortage 
of educators. 

In efforts to overcome this, Joanasie said the 
Department of Education has promoted that 
Nunavut offers among the best range of teach-
ers' salaries in Canada – $78,438-$122,360 
– plus benefits including housing. The GN is 
also aiming to make Nunavut schools "safe and 
caring spaces," according Joanasie, which may 
help alleviate the Nunavut Teachers' Associa-
tion's concern that classroom violence is driv-
ing teachers out of the territory.   

Joanasie added that many classrooms offer 
educational support services that are grounded 
in inclusive education – supporting learners 
at all levels – and the Inuit societal values of 

inuuqatigiitsiarniq (respecting others, relation-
ships and caring for people) as well as piliri-
qatigiinniq (working together for the common 
cause).

More metrics desired
Main said he's heard anecdotally about 

numerous students being forced to upgrade 
academically to get into post-secondary pro-
grams and some employers have told him that 
locally hired graduates aren't grasping funda-
mentals or skills that they should have learned 
in high school.

He'd like to see facts and figures relating to 
how Nunavut students and graduates stack up.

"There isn't enough information available ... 
in terms of here's a measure of the quality of 
our graduates. That information just isn't out 
there," he told Nunavut News. 

"We've had some indications that (the 
Department of Education) is going to be pro-
viding more information perhaps in annual 
reports. If that does happen and we do have 
more reports coming out... that would be a 
good first step. That would give us something 
to go on." 

Main, who said there ought to be paths for 
students interested in university, college, trades 
and other careers, said he'll be satisfied if his 
children are able to get the same quality of edu-
cation that he received as a student in Arviat 
20 years ago. It enabled him to attend Mount 
Allison University in New Brunswick and he 
didn't require upgrading.

"It gave me what I needed," he said.

MLA questions whether students on are par with the rest of Canada  
by derek Neary

 Northern News Services
Nunavut

Passing grade for Nunavut's education? 

2019 (partial results)
• 176 departmental exams passed; 315 

failed
2018
• 445 exams passed, 162 failed 
2017 
• 508 exams passed, 216 failed
2016
• 485 passed, 201 failed 
*Most of the written exams were for  
English language arts, but also for math, 
sciences, social studies and French in 
grades 10 to 12

fact fILe
dePARTMeNTAL exAMS

Source: Department of Education  
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UPLUKKUT IQALUKTUUTIAMIT. 
HILA NIGLAQPIAQTUQ. QAU-
MAHAINAQPAQTUQ PINNIKHIPLUNI 
NUNANNAUVUT. ANGNANLU HAN-
AVAKTUTLU ALIANAQ ILIHAKTUT. 
AANURANIKLU PUALUKHANIKLU 
KAMMAHANIKLU MIQHUQTUT. QUANA 
ILAUJUT ILLA. HANAUJALIQTUTLU 
KALGIANILU. ULUKHANIKLU AUD-
LAATIHANIKLU HANAJUT. TAPKUAT 
HAMLATKUTLU AALIATKUTLU IKA-
JUKTUT KINAUJAKHANIK. INIQAQATTA 
UPAINNAGIALRIT. AKIQANGNITUT 
ILAURUMAGUVIT. INUIN NAAMAIN-
NAQTUT. NUTAQQATLU HUMANGNIT-
TUTLU. INUIN NANUQTUT. TUKTU-
HIUKTUTLU UMINGMAKHIUQTUTLU 
IQALUKHIUTLU ANGUNIAKTIIT 
NIQIQHANIK PIPLUGIT INUNGNUT IQA-
LUKTUUTIAMI. QUANA IKAJUQTUT 
NIQIQHANIK. 

Welcome to one of Canada's coldest spots 
this time of year. It has been extra cold with 
temperatures reaching -60s with the wind. 
With extreme weather warnings, the residents 

still carry on dressing extra warm. The beauty 
of the land looks so bright and beautiful with 
the sunrise and daylights on the glittering hills 
of Cambridge Bay. 

The community has been fortunate with 
hunting and fishing and sharing their harvest 
with the Elders first, single moms and gen-
eral public receiving gifts of tuktu (caribou), 
umingmak (muskox) and iqaluk (fish - lake 
trout and arctic char). 

So thankful with gratitude for fresh country 
food, such good healthy food. It is important 
the Elders get first delivery of country food. It 
is known that when they don't eat much of their 
traditional diet food, they tend to get sick and 
get ill easily, but once they have their country 
food, they get better right away. 

Just want to thank the Ekaluktutiak Hunter's 
and Trapper's Association for hiring local hunt-
ers and fishermen to go out harvest the good 
country food. Inuit are very very happy and 
thankful when they hear someone bringing 
them even just a small piece of tuktu, polar 
bear meat, umingmak or fish. 

It puts a big smile on their face and they 
liven up and full of energy. It is important that 
Inuit have to eat their traditional foods other-
wise their stomach feels like it is burning, it 
is from craving their traditional diets. Quana 
Beverly Maksagak, Pudjuk Akoluk and hunters 
and fishermen for all you do for us Inuit. We 
are blessed. 

When out and about there has been a few 

foxes seen in town so be careful, many times it 
is safe to carry sticks in case you run into one. 

The other day I was out at CHARS campus 
and seen couple of rabbits hopping around, 
they are so huge with beautiful white fluffy fur 
and big ears. 

Soon spring will be here and weather will 
be much warmer and many residents will head 
out and shovel their cabin entrances and open 
up their camps for spring and summer. It is 
the most treasured time of the year. I know my 
grandson Felix and his grandparents spend lots 
of time out on the land when their is no school 
and on weekends. 

Many grew up out there at the lands where 
they grew up before the village of Cambridge 
Bay was built in the 1950s. It is quiet and 
peaceful out there and also very healing for 
your mind, body and soul. I hope to continue 
walking on the ocean to do my healing and 
exercise.

The department of healthy living for the 
Hamlet of Cambridge Bay has been so busy 
with programs, events and much more for all 
young and old to join in family activities with 
the sewing and tool making is doing well. 

The Miqqut Program participants are walk-
ing fancy in their new mitts, kamiit and soon 
new atigiit (parka). I hear they may plan a 
fashion show! So proud of each of these ladies 
learning to sew and walking fancy around 
town, so beautiful! 

Lots of our youth athletes are so busy in 

sports and have been successful travelling to 
tournaments and playoffs getting ready for 
games to represent Cambridge Bay, Nunavut. 

Congratulations to their coaches who spend 
time for our athletes. Cambridge Bay athletes 
have territorial champions with both male/
female basketball players, wrestlers and soc-
cer. So proud of our youth who choose to 
participate in sports and other youth programs, 
keeping busy and staying out of trouble, being 
healthy and happy. 

We love each of you. Keep going. 

Navalik Tologanak/NNSL photo

Nathan Pangegyuk busy cutting up 
muskox to distribute to the residents 
of Cambridge Bay, Nunavut on behalf 
of the Ekaluktutiak Hunters and Trap-
pers Organization.

Community warmth during the 
coldest time of year

editorial – opinions whmK5

CAMBRIdGe BAy 
Tea Talk

with Navalik Tologanak

email: helent@qiniq.com ᓇᐃᑕᓐ ᐸᖏᖕᔪᒃ ᐋᒃᑐᖅᑐᖅ 
ᐅᒥᖕᒪᕐᒥ ᑐᓐᓂᖅᓴᖅᑕᐅᓂᐊᖅᑐᒥ 
ᐃᖃᓗᒃᑑᑦᑎᐊᕐᒥᐅᓄᑦ, ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ 
ᑭᒡᒐᖅᑐᐃᓪᓗᓂ ᐃᖃᓗᒃᑑᑦᑎᐊᖅ 
ᐊᖑᓇᓱᒃᑐᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᓐᓂ 
ᒥᑭᒋᐊᕐᓂᐊᖅᑎᓄᓪᓗ ᑲᑐᔾᔨᖃᑎᒌᖑᔪᓄᑦ.


