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"It is of no use and probably harmful to swab people who do not have symptoms of infection."
– Dr. Michael Patterson, chief public health officer, on the state of COVID-19 testing, page 7.
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Fifteen residents, now called 
guardians, from Gjoa Haven have 
been hired by Parks Canada to watch 
over Sir John Franklin's sunken ships. 

"For me, to be a part of the guard-
ianship is that I get to protect the 
environment, wildlife and monitor 
the ocean for any contaminants or 
environmental threats that may come 
with more ships coming through the 
Northwest Passage," William Agluk-
kaq, one of the fifteen guardians, 
said. 

"We would like to be ready for 
any types of disasters that may come 
with."

Franklin's ships, the HMS Erebus 
and the HMS Terror, became trapped 
in the ice off King William Island 
in 1846.

In September of 2014, an exped-
ition led by Parks Canada discovered 
the wreck of HMS Erebus in an area 
that had been identified by Inuit. 
The late Louie Kamookak is largely 
credited in his role in helping find the 
wreck in the relatively shallow waters 
south of King William Island.

Two years later in September 
2016, the wreck of HMS Terror was 

discovered in Terror Bay (which was 
named in memory of the lost ship) off 
the southwest coast of King William 
Island.

Since being discovered, the sunk-
en ships have been under protection 
of a group of residents called the 
Wreck of Erebus and Terror (WET) 
guardians, starting back in 2017.

"This is still a work in prog-
ress, there are a number of local 
men and youth who take the training 
offered by Nunavut Fisheries and 
Marine Training Consortium to gain 
their small vessel proficiency course, 
ice monitoring, training from other 
departments on accidental archae-
ology finds and of course train-
ing offered by local Elders on land 
survival," said Aaron Sobenick, a 
spokesperson for Parks Canada.

"We are currently looking for 
female guardians to join the team."

Parks Canada has been funding 
the WET Guardians with partner-
ships with the local hunters and 
trappers organization and Netchilik 
Heritage Society and are looking for 
more funding for future equipment 
that is needed.

"Being a guardian means they 
get to work with the environment  
and marine which is what is very 
important to our health and well 

being," Sobenick said.   
This gives the guardians a chance 

to work with wildlife, marine traffic 
and the Coast Guard.

Teams of four guardians go out to 
each site for up to two weeks weath-
er permitting and do daily patrols 
around the vicinity of restricted  
areas and when time is available 
the guys are able to harvest country  
food for the community and Elders  

of Gjoa Haven.
Two guardians, William Agluk-

kaq and Sean Qitsualik, have recently 
got back from Ottawa and were very 
happy to hear of ongoing opportun-
ities coming north for marine mon-
itoring. 

Aglukkaq said marine monitoring 
is being taken very seriously today as 
there is an influx of marine traffic. 
Working with other departments is 

an opportunity that they would like 
to steer toward and that is becoming 
a reality, thanks to the hard working 
staff of NTI and Coast Guard staff.

There have been a few obstacles, 
mainly with weather, said Aglukark, 
as the guardians are out in boats and 
communication sometimes isn't the 
best up North, but they have a wealth 
of experience on the land, which 
makes everything a little easier. 

Parks Canada employs Gjoa Haven protectors to guard over sunken Erebus, Terror ships

photo courtesy of Parks Canada

A portion of the Erebus wreckage lying on the Arctic Ocean floor. 

ᐃᓚᖓᓐᓂ ᐄᕆᐸᔅ ᓱᕋᑦᑎᓯᒪᓂᖓ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ ᐃᒪᖓᑕ ᐃᖅᑲᖓᓃᑦᑐᖅ.

Inuit Franklin ship guardians stand watch 
by Rita Pigalak 
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ᑭᙵᐃᑦ ᐃᓚᐅᖃᑕᐅᓕᖅᐳᑦ ᐊᓯᖏᓐᓂ 
ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ ᐳᓚᕋᖅᑐᖃᖁᔨᙱᓐᓂᐅᔪᒥ
ᕼᐋᒻᓚᒃᑯᑦ ᑭᙵᕐᓂ ᐊᐱᕆᕗᑦ ᑭᓇᑐᐃᓐᓇᒥ 

ᐃᓱᒪᒋᔭᖃᖅᑐᒥ ᐊᐅᓪᓛᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓄᑦ 
ᐃᓱᒪᒃᓴᖅᓯᐅᕆᒃᑲᓐᓂᕐᓂᕐᒥ.

ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑎᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᐊᐅᓪᓛᕐᓂᖏᑦ 
ᓄᖅᑲᖅᑎᑕᐅᓯᒪᕗᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᑭᙵᕐᓂ ᒪᐃᔭᖓ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖏᑦ ᐊᔭᐅᕆᕗᑦ ᑕᐃᒃᑯᓂᖓ ᑎᑭᓐᓇᓱᐊᖅᑐᓄᑦ 
ᐅᖓᕙᕆᐊᖅᓯᓂᕐᒥ ᐱᔾᔪᑎᖃᖅᑐᒧᑦ ᐃᓱᒫᓘᑕᐅᔪᓂ 
ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓇᖅ-19–ᒧᑦ.

ᐅᖃᓘᑎᒃᑯᑦ ᑲᑎᒪᓂᕐᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᑕᓚᕖᓴᒃᑯᑦ–
ᑲᑎᒪᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᐊᑐᖔᖁᔭᐅᓇᔭᖅᐳᑦ ᐊᓯᐊᒎᕈᑕᐅᓂᖓᓂ 
ᐅᐸᒃᓯᒪᓗᓂ ᑲᑎᒪᓂᐅᔪᓂᑦ.

ᕼᐋᒻᓚᒃᑯᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᐃᒃᑲᓐᓂᕆᕗᑦ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ 
ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᔪᓂ ᐃᓚᖃᖅᑐᒥ "ᐊᖏᐸᓗᒃᑐᓂ 
ᑲᑎᓐᓂᐅᕙᒃᑐᓂ ᐃᓄᖕᓂ" ᐱᓕᕆᓂᐅᔪᒥ–ᐱᓕᕆᓂᐅᔪᒧᑦ 
ᑐᙵᕕᖃᖅᑐᒥ, ᐅᖃᐅᔾᔨᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᓴᖅᑭᑕᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐱᖓᔪᐊᓐᓂ ᓇᓗᓇᐃᖅᓯᓯᒪᕗᖅ.

ᐃᖃᓗᐃᑦ, ᐃᖃᓗᒃᑑᑦᑎᐊᖅ, ᐃᒡᓗᓕᒃ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᓴᓪᓖᑦ ᑕᒪᒃᑭᑦ ᑎᓕᐅᕆᓯᒪᒋᕗᑦ ᐱᓪᓚᕆᐅᙱᑦᑐᓂ 
ᐊᐅᓪᓛᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᓄᓇᓕᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᓄᖅᑲᖅᑎᑕᐅᓂᖓᓂ 
ᐱᔾᔪᑎᖃᖅᑐᒥ ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓇᖅ-19–ᒧᑦ.

please see Cape Dorset, page 15

ᒪᓕᒐᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᕝᕕᖓ 
ᓄᖅᑲᖅᑎᑦᑎᕗᖅ ᐃᖅᑲᖅᑐᐃᕕᖕᒥ
ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᐃᖅᑲᖅᑐᐃᕕᖕᒥ ᒪᓕᒐᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᓐᓂ 

ᐃᖅᑲᖅᑐᐃᓂᖃᔾᔮᙱᓚᖅ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ ᐃᖃᓗᐃᑦ 
ᓯᓚᑖᓂ ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᔫᓂ 1–ᖑᓕᖅᐸᑦ.

ᐃᖅᑲᖅᑐᐃᔨᓂ ᐊᖓᔪᖅᑳᖓᑦ ᓃᔪᓪ ᓵᑭ 
ᑐᓂᓯᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᑎᓕᐅᕈᑕᐅᔪᒥ ᐅᓪᓗᑐᐃᓐᓇᕐᒥ 
ᑐᙵᕕᖃᖅᑐᒥ ᐊᑐᖁᔭᐅᓇᔭᖅᑐᒥ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ 
ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᖅᑕᐃᓕᑎᑦᑎᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᖓᔪᖅᑳᖓᓐᓂ, 
ᐅᖃᐅᓯᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᔭᓯᑲ ᔭᖕᒧᑦ, ᑐᑭᒧᐊᒃᑎᑦᑎᔨ ᐊᑐᐊᒐᓄᑦ 
ᐊᒻᒪ ᐸᕐᓇᐃᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᒪᓕᒐᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᓐᓄᑦ.

ᐃᓱᒪᒋᓪᓗᒍ "ᓅᓴᕋᐃᕐᔪᐊᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᐆᒪᙵᑦ 
ᖃᓄᐃᓐᓂᐅᔪᒥ, ᓄᖅᑲᖅᑎᑦᑎᓂᖅ ᒫᓐᓇᐅᔪᒥ 
ᑭᐅᑦᑎᐊᕐᓂᖅᐹᖑᓪᓗᓂ ᓂᕈᐊᒐᒃᓴᐅᕗᖅ," ᔭᖕ 
ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᐅᓗᕆᐊᓇᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᓴᖅᑭᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᒥ ᑯᕉᓇᕙᐃᕋᔅᒥ ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓇᖅ-19–ᒥ.

ᓈᓚᒃᑎᓕᖕᓂ ᐃᖅᑲᖅᑐᖅᑕᐅᓃᑦ ᐋᖅᑭᒃᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᓂ 
ᒫᓐᓇᐅᔪᒃᑯᑦ ᓄᖅᑲᖅᑎᑕᐅᓚᐅᑲᒃᑭᕗᑦ 
ᐃᓱᒪᓕᐅᕆᔭᐅᒃᑲᓐᓂᕐᓂᐅᓂᐊᖅᑐᓂ ᓂᕆᐅᒋᔭᐅᓪᓗᑎᒃ 
ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᓂᐊᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᒪᐃ 4–ᒥ.

ᐱᕋᔭᒃᑐᓄᑦ ᐃᖅᑲᖅᑐᐃᓂᖓ ᐋᖅᑭᒃᑕᐅᓯᒪᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 
ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᓂᐊᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᒥᑦᑎᒪᑕᓕᖕᒥ ᓇᒡᒐᔾᔭᐅᒥ 
ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᓅᖃᑎᒌᖕᓄᑦ ᐃᖅᑲᖅᑐᐃᓂᕐᒥ ᐊᐃᑉᐹᓂ. 
ᐊᕐᕕᐊᑦ, ᐃᖃᓗᒃᑑᑦᑎᐊᖅ ᐊᒻᒪ ᑭᒻᒥᕈᑦ ᓯᕗᓂᐊᓂ 
ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓯᒪᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᐃᖅᑲᖅᑐᐃᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᑕᒪᑐᒪᓂ 
ᑕᖅᑭᐅᔪᒥ ᓄᙳᐊᓂ.

please see Justice, page 15

ᖁᕐᓗᖅᑑᒥ ᑯᐊᐸᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᓯᐊᒎᖅᑐᓂ 
ᐊᒡᔭᖅᑐᐃᓂᖃᕐᓂᐊᖅᐳᑦ

ᖁᕐᓗᖅᑑᒥ ᑯᐊᐸᒃᑯᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᓇᓱᐊᖅᐳᑦ 
ᐃᓚᐅᖃᑕᐅᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᒥᒃᖠᒋᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᓴᖑᖓᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓴᐳᔾᔨᓯᒪᓂᕐᒥ ᑕᐃᒃᑯᓂᖓ 
ᐊᒃᑐᖅᑕᐅᓴᕋᐃᓛᖑᔪᓂ ᑖᔅᓱᒧᖓ ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓇᖅ-19–
ᒧᑦ ᐃᓱᒫᓘᑕᐅᔪᓄᑦ.

"ᐱᒋᐊᕐᓗᓂ ᒫᔾᔨ 19–ᒥ ᑕᐃᑯᖓ ᐊᐃᑉᕆᓕ 
1,–ᒧᑦ ᑕᐃᒃᑯᓄᖓ ᐃᓄᑐᖃᕐᓄᑦ 65 ᐅᖓᑖᓂ 
ᐅᑭᐅᓕᖕᓄᑦ, ᐃᓕᖕᓄᐊᕐᓂᐊᖅᐳᒍᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᐃᒃᓯᕐᓗᑕ 
ᓂᕿᑖᕆᔪᒪᔭᔅᓯᓐᓂ ᑎᑎᕋᖅᓯᒪᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᓂᐅᕕᕆᐊᕈᔾᔨᓗᑕ ᐃᓕᔅᓯᓐᓄᑦ," ᐅᖃᓕᒫᖅᐳᖅ 
ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᐊᖑᔪᒥ ᓴᓇᔭᐅᔪᒥ ᑎᐊᕆᒃ ᐸᐅᕗᒥ, ᐊᐅᓚᑦᑎᔨ 
ᖁᕐᓗᖅᑑᒥ ᑯᐊᐸᒃᑯᓐᓂ.

"ᐱᔭᕇᕈᓂ ᑎᑭᓴᖅᑕᑎᑦ ᐊᑭᓕᒃᓴᓄᐊᖅᑕᐅᓂᐊᖅᐳᑦ 
ᑯᐊᐸᒃᑯᓐᓄᑦ ᐊᑭᓕᒃᓴᖅᑖᕈᑎᖕᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᓕᖕᓄᑦ 
ᐊᒡᔭᖅᑕᐅᓗᓂ. ᐊᖁᑎᕗᑦ ᐊᓃᖃᑦᑕᕐᓂᐊᖅᐳᖅ ᐅᑯᓄᖓ 
ᐊᓯᐊᒎᖅᑐᓂ ᐊᒡᔭᖅᓯᓂᐅᔪᓄᑦ ᐊᐃᑉᐹᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᕿᑎᖅᑰᒥ 
ᐅᓐᓄᓴᒃᑯᑦ ᐱᓇᓱᐊᕈᓯᑕᒫᒥ. ᐅᓇ ᐃᑲᔪᕐᓂᖃᕐᓂᐊᖅᐳᖅ 
ᐃᒻᒥᖕᓂ ᐊᖏᕐᕋᖅᓯᒪᑎᑦᑎᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐅᑯᓇᓂ 
ᐊᒃᓱᕈᕐᓇᖅᑐᒃᑰᖅᑎᓪᓗᓯ, ᐃᑲᔪᕐᓗᓂ ᓄᓇᓕᑦᑎᓐᓂ 
ᐊᑦᑕᓇᔾᔭᐃᖅᓯᒪᓂᕐᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᖃᓄᐃᙱᑦᑎᐊᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ."

ᐃᓄᑐᖃᐃᑦ ᐱᔭᕆᐊᖃᖅᑐᑦ ᐆᒪᙵᑦ ᐱᔨᑦᑎᕋᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐅᖄᓚᔪᓐᓇᖅᐳᑦ 1 (867) 982-4231–ᒧᑦ.

ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᑦ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᖃᖅᓯᒪᕗᑦ ᐃᓄᓕᒫᓄᑦ 
ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᙱᑦᑐᓕᕆᓂᕐᒥ ᑐᐊᕕᕐᓇᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓇᖅ-19–ᒧᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᑐᖁᔨᓇᔭᖅᐳᑦ 
ᐃᓅᖃᑎᒌᖕᓂᕐᒥ ᖃᓂᓗᐊᖅᑕᐃᓕᒪᓂᐅᔪᒥ, 
ᓴᓗᒪᑎᑦᑎᑦᑎᐊᕐᓂᕐᒥᓪᓗ.

please see Kugluktuk, page 15

Did we get it wrong?
Nunavut News is committed to getting facts 

and names right. With that goes a commitment to 
acknowledge mistakes and run corrections. If you 
spot an error in Nunavut News/North, call (867) 979-
5990 and ask to speak to an editor, or email editor-
ial@nnsl.com. We'll get a correction or clarification 
in as soon as we can.

News
Briefs
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Health Minister George Hickes has 
declared a public health emergency in 
Nunavut due to COVID-19 concerns. This 
"unprecedented step" was taken based on the 
advice of Chief Public Health Officer Dr. 
Michael Patterson, said Hickes.

Anyone who has arrived in the territory 
since March 15 and is not in an "essential 
service delivery position," should immedi-
ately start to self-isolate for 14 days, stated 
Patterson in a news release.

In other words, after landing in Nunavut 
the individual should go straight home and 
not leave his/her home for two weeks, despite 
feeling healthy.

However, exceptions will be made for 
people providing "essential services."

During the press conference, Patterson 
explained, "for nurses and RCMP and other 
first responders and also for essential muni-
cipal services, we are going to be looking 
at ways of enhanced screening for those 
people." The screening will be followed by 
a daily check in for symptoms. If symptoms 
for COVID-19 do appear, the individual will 
be immediately withdrawn from work, said 
Patterson.

These exceptions however will not be 
made if the individual is returning from 
"high risk areas," or places where transmis-
sion is high.

Tests and swabbing
Between 50 to 60 people have been tested 

and approximately half of the test results have 
been received, said Premier Joe Savikataaq.

After individuals are swabbed, their sam-

ples are flown down south to be tested. The 
test results are then being emailed or faxed to 
Nunavut's Department of Health. People are 
then being notified of their results by phone 
as quickly as possible.

Since Tuesday night, health staff have 
started doing home swabs in some com-
munities, announced Patterson. Health staff 
are visiting homes to collect samples from 
individuals, who have contacted their local 
health centre and are deemed or found to be 
at risk for COVID-19.

This action is being taken to prevent such 
individuals from going to the health centre or 
emergency room, he explained.

As of today, there are still no confirmed 
cases of COVID-19 in Nunavut.

About 10 to 15 people, who were self-
isolating, have been cleared of self-isolation.

Medical travel
All non-urgent medical travel is to be 

rescheduled. Physicians, who are in Nunavut, 
will continue to visit communities.

The number of "physicians coming from 
the south are already being limited and 
cancelled," said Patterson. This is partially 
because institutions down south are need-
ing physicians to provide medical care for 
COVID-19.

Shelters and gatherings
Patterson said the virus entering crowded 

shelters is "quite a concern." He assured that 
increased efforts are being made to maintain 
cleanliness and social distancing within the 
shelters.

"The city of Iqaluit, I believe is looking 
at other options to expand the space or what 
they can do to further support residents in 

maintaining social distancing," he said. All 
bars within the territory will be closed within 
the next 48 hours, while restaurants will only 
provide take-out or delivery services.

All churches are being asked to close for 
"routine services," said Patterson.

"We do not want to interrupt funerals. If 
we could find ways to hold memorials out-
doors, that would be acceptable. But mass 
gatherings of any sort are going to be at risk," 
said Patterson.

Government of Nunavut
The GN will continue to provide services, 

but at a slower pace. The government will 
have "non-essential public servants" work-
ing from home, effective, by end of day, on 
Friday.

"We're asking you not to panic," said 
Savikataaq, noting that some people are 
hoarding toilet paper and non-perishable 
food.

"We've been assured by retailers that sup-
plies will keep coming in ... and leave some 
for others that can't afford to stock up and buy 
up," he explained.

Protective measures
The government recommends taking the 

following steps to protect yourself from the 
virus:
•	Wash your hands with soap and water for 

20 seconds
•	Engage in social distancing (avoid shak-

ing hands, hugging or kissing)
•	Stay home, if you feel sick
•	Call your healthcare centre if you are 

experiencing symptoms (fever, cough 
and/or   difficulty breathing)

•	Cough into your elbow

 Testing for COVID-19 begins at home in some communities

 Rajnesh Sharma/NNSL photo

"We all have a responsibility. Our time is right now to limit the impact of COVID-19 in Nunavut. Everyone needs to 
participate. Everyone needs to buy into these plans. Otherwise, all these things that we're doing, all these drastic 
measures we're taking are to no avail, to no effect," said Health Minister George Hickes on March 18 in Iqaluit. From 
the left is Health Minister George Hickes, Chief Public Health Officer Dr. Michael Patterson, Premier Joe Savikataaq 
and Minister of Education David Joanasie.

"ᑲᒪᒋᔭᒃᓴᖃᖅᑐᐃᓐᓇᐅᕗᒍᑦ. ᐱᓕᕆᓂᖅᐳᑦ ᒫᓐᓇᐅᕗᖅ ᑭᒡᓕᖃᖅᑎᑦᑎᓂᕐᒥ ᐊᒃᑐᐃᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓇᖅ-19–ᒥ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ. ᑭᒃᑯᓕᒫᑦ 
ᐃᓚᐅᖃᑕᐅᔭᕆᐊᖃᖅᐳᑦ. ᑭᒃᑯᓕᒫᑦ ᓂᐅᕕᖃᑕᐅᔭᕆᐊᖃᖅᐳᑦ ᐅᑯᓄᖓ ᐸᕐᓇᐅᑕᐅᔪᓄᑦ. ᑕᐃᒪᐃᙱᒃᑯᑎᒃ, ᑕᒪᒃᑭᑦ ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᕈᑎᒋᔭᕗᑦ, 
ᑕᒪᒃᑭᑦ ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᕐᓂᕐᔪᐊᖑᔪᑦ, ᐱᓕᕆᔭᕗᑦ ᓱᕙᓕᑭᐊᖑᓂᐊᖅᐳᑦ, ᐊᑑᑎᖃᔾᔮᙱᓚᑦ," ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᙱᑦᑐᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᓐᓂ 
ᒥᓂᔅᑕᖓ ᔪᐊᔾ ᕼᐃᒃᔅ ᒫᔾᔨ 18–ᒥ ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓂ. ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓂ. ᓴᐃᒥᖕᒥ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᙱᑦᑐᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᒥᓂᔅᑕᖓ ᔪᐊᔾ ᕼᐃᒃᔅ, ᐃᓄᓕᒫᓄᑦ 
ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᖅᑕᐃᓕᑎᑦᑎᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᖓᔪᖅᑳᖓ ᓘᒃᑖᖅ ᒪᐃᑯᓪ ᐹᑐᓴᓐ, ᓯᕗᓕᖅᑎ ᔫ ᓴᕕᑲᑖᖅ ᐊᒻᒪ ᒥᓂᔅᑕ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᓂᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᓐᓂ ᑕᐃᕕᑦ 
ᔪᐊᓇᓯ.

by Rajnesh Sharma 
 Northern News Services

Iqaluit

Health minister declares 
public health emergency 
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The Government of Nuna-
vut approved budget overages of 
$19.5 million for nurses across 
the territory and $1 million for 
the RCMP as the winter legisla-
tive assembly sitting wrapped up 
on March 12.

Finance Minister George 
Hickes explained that the high 
vacancy rate among nurses made 
it necessary to hire more casual 
and agency health staff, which 
came at a higher price.

"We can't function at 50 per 
cent capacity, so we are forced 
to use outside services, but in 
addition to that, the overtime is 
a huge cost pressure that we are 
really struggling with right now," 
he said. 

"In my opinion, we have to 
take a look at the whole health 
centre staffing complement and 
that is one of the projects that I 
am going to be working on this 
year."

Hickes also acknowledged 
that some nurses don't stay in 
Nunavut because of the abuse 
they suffer from the public while 
on the job.

"I am going to be very blunt 
here, sometimes the perception of 
some communities to be – again 

going back to violence, the treat-
ment of staff – it is a huge con-
cern for us when we get reports 
from our medical professionals 
that they do not want to work in 
certain communities because of 
some of the practices that have 
been brought to them in threats 
or unacceptable behaviour," said 
Hickes. 

"We all have a right to have 
a safe workplace. We all have a 
right to be able to voice our opin-
ions in a professional manner. 
That is where I think the Office 
of Patient Relations has done an 
exceptional job to give people 
an avenue to bring forward con-
cerns, but our retention is our 
biggest struggle."

As for the RCMP, the addi-
tional $1 million covered over-
time, emergency response teams 
for standoffs and prolonged med-
ical leave for officers to deal with 
traumatic events.

"This message needs to get out 
across the board that the RCMP 
and the bylaw (officers) in com-
munities and any law enforce-
ment and corrections staff, need 
to continue to work with com-
munity members and community 
members need to work with law 
enforcement so that we can do 
better in this area from a public 
safety standpoint," Hickes said.

Partly tied to abuse and trauma 
they suffer, finance minister says

Rajnesh Sharma/NNSL photo

"We all have a right to have a safe workplace," Finance Minister George Hickes says.

"ᐱᔪᓐᓇᕐᓂᖃᖅᑐᐃᓐᓇᐅᕗᒍᑦ ᐊᑦᑕᓇᙱᑦᑐᒥ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᕐᕕᖃᕐᓂᕐᒥ," ᑮᓇᐅᔭᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᓐᓂ ᒥᓂᔅᑕᖓ ᔪᐊᔾ ᕼᐃᒃᔅ ᐅᖃᖅᐳᖅ.

by Derek Neary
 Northern News Services

Nunavut

Extra funds for nurses, police 
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"ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥᐅᓂ ᑮᓇᐅᔭᒧᑦ ᐊᒃᓱᕈᓗᐊᖁᙱᑉᐸᕗᑦ ᑕᒪᒃᑭᓄᑦ ᐊᒃᑐᐃᓂᐅᔪᓄᑦ ᐆᒪᙵᑦ 
ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓇᖅ-19–ᒥ," ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᓯᕗᓕᖅᑎ ᔫ ᓴᕕᑲᑕᖅ, ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᐊᖑᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓂ.

Confirmed cases of COVID-19 remain zero in territory

HTOs and daycares 
receive financial aid

ᐅᔭᕋᖕᓂᐊᕐᕖᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑎᐅᔪᓂ 
ᐊᖏᕐᕋᖅᑎᑦᑎᕗᑦ ᐊᑦᑕᓇᔾᔭᐃᖅᓯᒪᓂᕐᒧᑦ

Hunters and Trappers 
Organizations (HTO) as well 
as daycares within Nunavut 
will be allocated money to 
help community members. 

On March 19, during the 
fourth press conference last 
week, Premier Joe Savikataaq 
announced $25,000 will be 
given to each HTO to buy 
country food. The idea is to 
distribute the food within the 
community to help with food 
insecurity issues.

Licenced daycares have 
been allocated $531,000.

"We will be paying what 
the parents normally paid as 
daycare fees so that daycare 
workers, who are not working 
anymore continue to get paid," 
said Savikataaq.

There are still no con-
firmed cases of COVID-19 

in the territory. Seventy tests 
for COVID-19 have been per-
formed. Twenty-four people, 
who were in self-isolation, 
have been cleared.

Currently, there is no need 
for mass testing or screening 
for asymptomatic people, said 
Chief Public Health Officer 
Dr. Michael Patterson, adding, 
if circumstances change such 
testing will be reconsidered.

To reduce the potential 
spread of COVID-19, incom-
ing travellers are being asked 
to self-isolate for 14 days.

"We do recognize that the 
isolation for two weeks on 
arrival in Nunavut is not prac-
tical and in some cases dan-
gerous for vital services," said 
Patterson.

"We are working with our 
partners, who employ those 
individuals to identify all vital 
services and ensure that those 
individuals can deliver the 

service needed and do it in a 
way that is efficient and mini-
mizes the risk to Nunavum-
miut," explained Patterson.

Patterson also revealed that 
as of today "most" scheduled 
medical travel for the south 
has been cancelled. If there is 
an "urgent" medical need to 
go south during the pandemic, 
then the appropriate arrange-
ments will be made, assured 
Nunavut's top doctor.

Health Minister George 
Hickes reiterated the premier's 
concerns about maintaining 
social distancing, adding it is 
important to avoid entering 
the airport.

"I strongly recommend 
that if people are picking up 
passengers at any airport, 
unless they have a physical 
handicap or mobility issues, 
to wait outside for any passen-
gers departing their planes," 
said Hickes.

ᐅᔭᕋᖕᓂᐊᕐᕕᖕᒥ ᓴᓇᔨᐅᔪᑦ ᐊᑐᓂ ᓄᓇᕘᑉ ᐊᕕᒃᑐᖅᓯᒪᓂᐅᔪᓂ 
ᐊᖏᕐᕋᐅᔪᓐᓇᖅᑎᑕᐅᕗᑦ ᐊᑭᓕᖅᓱᖅᑕᐅᓗᑎᒃ ᒥᒃᖠᒋᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᐱᕕᖃᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓇᖅ-19–ᒥ ᐊᐃᑦᑐᖅᑕᐅᓂᖓᓂ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓄᑦ. 

ᐹᕙᓐᓛᓐ ᓴᕕᕋᔭᒃᓴᒥ ᐅᔭᕋᖕᓂᐊᕐᕕᒃ, TMAC ᐃᑲᔪᕈᑎᒃᓴᓂ 
ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᒡᓂᑯ ᐄᒍᓪᑯᑦ ᓯᕗᒻᒧᑦ ᐊᔭᐅᕆᕗᑦ ᓴᖅᑭᑎᑦᑎᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐅᔭᕋᖕᓂᐊᕐᕕᖏᓐᓂ ᐊᑐᖅᖢᑎᒃ ᖃᓪᓗᓈᑦ ᓄᓇᖓᓐᓂ 
ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑎᓂᑦ. ᑲᒻᐸᓂᐅᔪᑦ ᐸᕐᓇᒃᐳᑦ ᐅᐸᒃᓯᒃᑲᓐᓂᓛᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂ 
ᖃᓄᐃᓕᖓᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥᐅᓄᑦ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑎᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᐱᓇᓱᐊᕈᓯᕐᓂ 
ᑎᑭᑉᐸᓪᓕᐊᔪᓄᑦ. 

ᐹᕙᓐᓛᓐ ᐊᒻᒪ TMAC ᐃᑲᔪᕈᑎᒃᓴᓂ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ 
ᐱᓕᕆᐊᕆᓂᐊᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᑐᓂᓯᓂᕐᒥ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥᐅᓂ ᓴᓇᔨᐅᔪᓂ 
ᐊᑭᓕᖅᓱᖅᑕᐅᓗᑎᒃ ᓄᖅᑲᖓᓚᐅᑲᖕᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᐱᓇᓱᐊᕈᓯᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ. 

ᐊᒡᓂᑯ ᐄᒍᓪ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᒥᒃ ᐃᓱᒪᓕᐅᕆᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ 
ᐸᐸᑦᑎᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑎᖏᓐᓂ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᑲᒻᐸᓂᐅᑉ ᐃᓄᖕᓂ 
ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑎᖏᓐᓂ ᓇᖏᕐᓂᖃᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂ 37 ᐳᓴᓐᑎᐸᓗᖕᒥ, 
ᑐᑭᖃᖅᑐᒥ ᕿᑎᐊᓂ 400-500–ᓂ ᐃᓄᖕᓂ. ᐹᕙᓐᓛᓐᒧᑦ, ᐃᓄᐃᑦ 
ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓱᖅᓯᒪᒐᓚᒃᐳᑦ 13 ᐳᓴᓐᑎᒥ ᑕᒪᒃᑭᓄᑦ ᓴᓇᔨᐅᔪᓄᑦ TMAC 
ᐃᑲᔪᕈᑎᒃᓴᓂ ᐃᓗᓕᖃᑐᐃᓐᓇᖅᖢᑎᒃ 11 ᐳᓴᓐᑎᒥ ᐃᓄᖕᓂ – 
ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ 60–ᓂ ᓴᓇᔨᓂᑦ – ᐃᓗᐊᓂ ᐊᐅᓚᑕᐅᓂᐅᔪᒥ. 

ᑭᓯᐊᓂ, ᐊᒡᓂᑯ ᐄᒍᓪ–ᑯᑦ ᑐᕌᒐᕆᔭᖓ ᐱᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ 
ᐊᑲᖅᓴᙱᓐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐃᓅᖃᑎᒌᖕᓄᑦ ᓯᐊᒻᒪᖅᑎᑦᑎᔨᐅᔪᓂ 
ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥᐅᓂ ᐊᑲᖅᓴᓚᐅᙱᑦᑐᓂ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑎᐅᔪᓂ 
ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᕆᐊᖃᐃᓐᓇᓚᐅᖅᑐᓂ, ᐊᖏᒡᓕᒋᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᓇᔭᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ 
ᑲᑎᖃᑎᖃᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᖃᓪᓗᓈᓂ ᓄᓇᖃᖅᑎᐅᔪᓄᑦ ᖃᖓᑕᓲᒃᑰᖅᐸᒃᑐᓂ 
ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᕐᓂᕆᓂᐊᖅᑕᖏᓐᓄᑦ  – ᐊᒻᒪ ᑕᐃᒪᐃᓂᖓᓄᑦ 
ᖁᕝᕙᕆᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᓗᓂ ᐱᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᖁᐱᕐᕈᐃᑦ ᐊᐃᑦᑐᐃᓐᓇᖅᑐᒥᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐊᐃᑦᑐᖅᓯᓂᕐᒥ ᖃᓂᒋᔭᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᓄᓇᓕᐅᔪᓄᑦ. 

ᑭᕙᓪᓕᕐᒥᐅᑕᖅ ᒫᕕᓐ ᑎᐋᓐ, ᒪᐃᔭᐅᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᖅ ᓴᓪᓕᓂᑦ, 
ᓴᖅᑭᑎᑦᑎᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐊᔾᔨᓕᐊᖏᓐᓂ ᕙᐃᔅᐳᒃᑯᑦ ᒫᔾᔨ 18–ᒥ 
ᑕᑯᒃᓴᐅᑎᑦᑎᔪᒥ ᖃᔅᓯᒐᓚᖕᓂ ᓄᓇᓯᐅᑎᓂᑦ ᐃᓕᓯᒪᔪᓂ ᐊᖅᑯᒻᒥ 
ᕿᑎᐊᓂ ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᖃᓗᒑᕐᔪᖕᒥ ᒎᓗᒧᑦ ᐅᔭᕋᖕᓂᐊᕐᕕᖕᒥ. 
ᑎᐋᓐ ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐃᑳᕈᓐᓇᐃᔾᔨᑎᑕᐅᓂᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᒥᐅᑕᓂ 
ᐋᖅᑭᒃᑕᐅᓪᓗᓂ.  

ᑭᖑᓂᐊᒍᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᙱᑦᑐᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᓐᓂ ᒥᓂᔅᑕᖓ 
ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᐃᓄᓕᒫᓄᑦ ᑐᐊᕕᕐᓇᕐᓂᓪᓚᕆᐅᓂᖓᓂ ᒫᔾᔨ 
18–ᒥ, ᐊᒡᓂᑯ ᐄᒍᓪ ᐊᓯᔾᔩᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᓇᖏᕐᓂᕆᔭᖓᓐᓂ ᖃᐅᑎᓪᓗᒍ, 
ᐅᖃᖅᖢᑎᒃ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥᐅᑦ ᓴᓇᔨᐅᔪᑦ ᓴᖅᑭᑦᑕᕆᐊᖃᙱᓐᓂᖏᓐᓂ 
ᐱᓇᓱᐊᕈᓯᕐᓄᑦ ᑎᓴᒪᓄᑦ. 

ᑲᒻᐸᓂᐅᔫᑉ ᐊᐅᓚᑦᑎᔨᒻᒪᕆᖓ ᐅᖃᓚᐅᕆᕗᖅ 
ᑲᑎᒪᖃᑎᖃᕐᓂᐊᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᑳᓐᑐᕌᒃᑎᖏᓐᓂ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᖃᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ 

ᐊᔾᔨᐸᓗᐊᓂ ᐱᓕᕆᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥᐅᓄᑦ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑎᐅᔪᓄᑦ 
ᑳᓐᑐᕌᒃᑰᖅᑐᓂ.

"ᐱᓐᓇᕆᕙᕗᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᖃᑎᒋᓂᑦᑎᓐᓂ ᐃᓄᖕᓂ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐊᖏᖅᓯᒪᓂᖃᖅᐳᒍᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᓂᕐᒥ ᐱᐅᓛᖑᔪᒥ 
ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᙱᑦᑐᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ, ᐊᑦᑕᓇᔾᔭᐃᖅᓯᒪᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᖃᓄᐃᙱᑦᑎᐊᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᑕᒪᒃᑭᓄᑦ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑎᑦᑎᓐᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᓄᓇᓕᐅᔪᓄᑦ," ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᓵᓐ ᐳᐊᐃᑦ, ᐊᒡᓂᑯ ᐄᒍᓪᑯᑦ 
ᐊᐅᓚᑦᑎᔨᒻᒪᕆᖓ. "ᐅᓇ ᐱᑎᑦᑎᑦᑕᐃᓕᒪᓂᐅᔪᖅ ᐱᓕᕆᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐊᑐᓕᖅᑎᑕᐅᓂᐊᖅᐳᖅ ᐲᖅᓯᓂᕐᒥ ᐱᑕᖃᑐᐃᓐᓇᕆᐊᓕᖕᒥ 
ᐅᓗᕆᐊᓇᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᑐᓂᓯᓂᕐᒥ ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓇᖅ-19–ᒥ ᖃᓪᓗᓈᓂ 
ᓄᓇᖓᓐᓂ ᓴᓇᔨᐅᔪᒥ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒧᑦ ᓴᓇᔨᐅᔪᒧᑦ, ᐅᓗᕆᐊᓇᕐᓂᖓᓂ 
ᓅᑎᕆᓂᕐᒥ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓄᑦ."

ᑎᑎᕋᕐᕖᑦ ᒪᑐᕗᒃ
ᐹᕙᓐᓛᓐ ᓴᕕᕋᔭᒃᓴᒥ ᐅᔭᕋᖕᓂᐊᕐᕕᒃ, ᐊᐅᓚᑦᑎᕙᒃᑐᒥ ᓄᓘᔭᕐᓂ 

ᐅᔭᕋᖕᓂᐊᕐᕕᖓᓂ 160 ᑭᓚᒦᑐᒥ ᓂᒋᕐᒥ ᒥᑦᑎᒪᑕᓕᖕᒥ, ᓂᕈᐊᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ 
ᒪᑐᓯᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᑎᑎᕋᕐᕕᖏᓐᓂ ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓂ, ᐃᒃᐱᐊᕐᔪᒃ, ᑲᖏᖅᖢᒑᐱᒃ, 
ᐃᒡᓗᓕᒃ, ᒥᑦᑎᒪᑕᓕᒃ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓴᓂᕋᔭᖕᒥ (Hall Beach).

ᐊᓯᐅᔨᓂᖃᔾᔮᙱᓚᖅ ᐊᑭᓕᖅᓱᖅᑕᐅᓂᕐᒥ, ᖁᑦᑎᖕᓂᖅᓴᐅᓂᐅᔪᓂ, 
ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔮᖃᐃᓐᓇᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥᐅᓄᑦ ᓴᓇᔨᐅᔪᓄᑦ 
ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᙱᑦᑐᓄᑦ ᐅᕙᓂ ᐊᒥᓱᓄᑦ ᖃᓂᒻᒪᖕᓇᐅᔪᒥ ᐱᓕᕆᓂᐅᔪᒥ, 
ᑲᒻᐸᓂ ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ.

"ᐅᓇ ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᕐᓂᐅᔪᖅ ᐃᑲᔪᕐᓂᖃᕐᓂᐊᖅᐳᖅ ᓄᖅᑲᖅᑎᑦᑎᓂᕐᒥ 
ᐹᕙᓐᓛᓐᑯᑦ ᐃᓂᒋᔭᖓᓂ  ᐃᓯᕐᕕᐅᔪᓐᓇᑐᐃᓐᓇᕆᐊᖃᕐᓂᖓᓂ 
ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓇᖅ-19–ᒥ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒧᑦ," ᐹᕙᓐᓛᓐᑯᑦ 
ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᐊᖓ ᐅᖃᓕᒫᖅᐳᖅ, ᐃᓚᒋᐊᖅᓯᓪᓗᓂ ᖃᓄᐃᓐᓂᐅᔪᖅ 
ᖃᐅᔨᓴᖅᑕᐅᒃᑲᓐᓂᕐᓂᐊᖅᐳᖅ ᐱᓇᓱᐊᕈᓰᑦ ᒪᕐᕉᒃ ᐊᓂᒍᕈᑎᒃ.

TMAC ᐃᑲᔪᕈᑎᒃᓴᓂ, ᐊᐅᓚᑦᑎᕙᒃᑐᒥ ᑐᐊᕆᔅ ᐅᐊᖕᓇᒥ ᒎᓗᒥ 
ᐅᔭᕋᖕᓂᐊᕐᕕᖕᒥ 125 ᑭᓛᒥᑐᒥ ᓂᒋᕐᒥ ᐱᓇᖕᓇᕐᒥ ᐃᖃᓗᒃᑑᑦᑎᐊᕐᒥ, 
ᐱᓕᕆᓂᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐱᓕᕆᒃᑲᓐᓂᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᑦᑐᖏᖅᓯᓂᖏᓐᓂ 
ᐅᖅᑯᐊᖑᔪᒥ Roberts Bay–ᒥ, ᐊᑐᐃᓐᓇᐅᒐᔪᒃᑐᒥ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓄᑦ 
ᐊᖑᓇᓱᒃᑎᓄᑦ ᐊᐅᓪᓛᖅᑐᓄᑦ ᐃᖃᓗᒃᑑᑦᑎᐊᕐᒥ Hope Bay 
ᐃᓂᒋᔭᖓᓄᑦ ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᕿᙵᐅᑦ ᐅᒥᖕᒪᖅᑑᒧᑦ.

"ᐅᓇ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᕗᖅ ᓄᖅᑲᖅᑎᑦᑎᓂᖓᓂ ᐅᓗᕆᐊᓇᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐊᐃᑦᑐᐃᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓇᖅ-19–ᒥ ᐊᑕᐅᓯᕐᒥ ᐃᓂᒋᔭᐅᔪᒥ ᓴᓇᔨᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐊᐅᓪᓛᖅᑐᒧᑦ ᐊᖑᓇᓱᒃᑎᒧᑦ," ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᓛᓇ ᐱᓴᕆᖕᑯ, 
ᑮᓇᐅᔭᓕᐅᕈᑎᖃᒃᑲᓐᓂᕋᓱᐊᖅᑎᐅᔪᒥ ᐱᓕᕆᔨᐅᔪᒥ ᐃᓚᒋᔭᐅᔪᒥ 
TMAC ᐃᑲᔪᕈᑎᒃᓴᓂ, ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᐃᓚᒋᐊᖅᓯᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ TMAC–ᑯᑦ ᓱᓕ 
ᐃᑲᔪᖅᓱᐃᖃᑦᑕᕐᓂᐊᖅᐳᑦ ᓄᓇᒥ ᑐᐊᕕᕐᓇᖅᑑᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ 
ᐸᖅᓴᐃᓂᐅᔪᓂ. 

ᕿᑎᕐᒥᐅᓂ ᑎᒥᖁᑕᐅᔪᑦ, ᐊᐅᓚᑦᑎᕙᒃᑐᓂ ᑎᓴᒪᓂ ᑲᒻᐸᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐊᐅᓚᑕᐅᔪᓂ ᑎᒍᒥᐊᖅᑎᐅᔪᓄᑦ ᑲᒻᐸᓂᒥ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑎᑦᑎᕙᒃᑐᓂ 
ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ–ᑐᙵᕕᖃᖅᑐᒥ ᓴᓇᔨᐅᔪᓂ Hope Bay ᓇᖕᒥᓂᖁᑎᖓᓐᓂ, 
ᓂᕈᐊᖅᓯᒪᕗᑦ ᓴᓇᔨᖏᓐᓂ ᐊᖏᕐᕋᖅᓯᒪᓂᖏᓐᓂᑦᑕᐅᖅ, ᐱᓴᕆᖕᑯ 
ᐃᓚᒋᐊᖅᓯᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ.

ᑕᒪᒃᑭᑦ ᐱᖓᓱᑦ ᐅᔭᕋᖕᓂᐊᕐᕕᖕᓄᑦ ᑲᒻᐸᓂᐅᔪᑦ ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 
ᐊᖏᒡᓕᒋᐊᖅᓯᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᖁᐱᕐᕈᐃᔭᐃᓂᕐᒥ ᓴᓗᒻᒪᖅᓴᐃᓂᕐᓂ 
ᐱᓕᕆᔾᔪᓯᐅᔪᓂ ᐅᔭᕋᖕᓂᐊᕐᕕᖕᒥ ᐃᓂᒋᔭᐅᔪᓂᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᖃᖓᑕᓲᓂᑦ ᓴᓇᔨᐅᔪᓂ ᐃᑭᒪᕝᕕᒋᕙᒃᑕᖏᓐᓂ ᖃᖓᑕᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᑕᐃᑯᖓ ᑕᐃᑲᙵᓪᓗ ᐅᔭᕋᖕᓂᐊᕐᕕᖕᓂᑦ. ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑏᑦ 
ᖃᐅᔨᓴᖅᑕᐅᖃᑦᑕᕐᓂᐊᕆᕗᑦ ᐃᓱᒪᓕᐅᕆᓂᕐᒥ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᕈᑕᐅᖃᑦᑕᕐᒪᖔᑕ 
ᖁᐱᕐᕈᐃᑦ ᐊᐃᑦᑐᐃᓐᓇᖅᑐᒥᑦ ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᐃᓚᐅᖃᑕᐅᓯᒪᓂᖏᓐᓂ 
ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᕐᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᐊᖏᒡᓕᒋᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᔪᓐᓇᖅᑐᒥ ᐅᓗᕆᐊᓇᕐᓂᖓᓂ 
ᓴᖅᑭᔮᕐᕕᐅᔪᕕᓂᐅᓂᕐᒥᑦ. 

ᓄᓇᕘᑉ ᐱᖓᓱᓂ ᐊᐅᓚᑦᑐᓂ ᐅᔭᕋᖕᓂᐊᕐᕕᓂ ᑲᒻᐸᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᐱᒋᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᕗᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᐃᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᔪᒥ  
ᐊᒥᐊᒃᑯᔪᓄᑦ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑎᐅᔪᓄᑦ ᓴᖅᑭᑎᑦᑎᓂᖅ ᐃᖏᕐᕋᐃᓐᓇᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ

Rajnesh Sharma/NNSL photo 

"We don't want any Nunavummiut to be unduly financially burdened by all the 
effects of this COVID-19," said Premier Joe Savikataaq, during a press confer-
ence in Iqaluit.

by Rajnesh Sharma
 Northern News Services

Iqaluit
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Mine workers in each of Nuna-
vut's regions have been allowed to 
go home with pay to minimize the 
chances of COVID-19 spreading into 
the communities. 

Baffinland Iron Mines, TMAC 
Resources and Agnico Eagle are 
pushing forward with production at 
their respective mines by using their 
southern employees. The compan-
ies plan to revisit the status of their 
Nunavummiut staff in the weeks to 
come. 

Baffinland and TMAC Resources 
announced their intentions to give 
Nunavummiut workers paid time off 
early last week. 

Agnico Eagle initially decided to 
retain its employees from Nunavut 
because the company's Inuit work-
force stands around 37 per cent, 
which equates to between 400 and 
500 people. For Baffinland, Inuit 
make up approximately 13 per cent 
of all workers while TMAC Resour-
ces comprises only 11 per cent Inuit 
– or about 60 workers – within its 
operation. 

However, Agnico Eagle's 
approach elicited backlash on social 
media from Nunavummiut who pro-
tested local staff having to report for 
work, which would increase their 
contact with southerners who flew in 
for their shifts – and thereby drive up 
the odds of contracting the virus and 

transmitting it in the surrounding 
communities.

Kivalliq resident Marvin Dion, 
a former mayor of Coral Harbour, 
posted photos on Facebook on 
March 18 showing several vehicles 
positioned across the road between 
Rankin Inlet and the Meliadine gold 
mine. Dion said it was a blockade 
formed by community members.  

After Nunavut's health minister 
declared an official public health 
emergency on March 18, Agnico 
Eagle changed its stance the next 
day, announcing that Nunavummiut 
workers wouldn't have to show up for 
work for four weeks. 

The company's CEO also stated 
that it would meet with its contract-
ors to discuss similar measures for 
Nunavummiut workers on contract.

"We value our relationship with 
the people of Nunavut and are com-
mitted to do what is best for the 
health, safety and well-being of all 
our employees and the commun-
ities," stated Sean Boyd, Agnico 
Eagle's chief executive officer. 

"This precautionary measure is 
being implemented in order to elim-
inate the potential risk of transmis-
sion of COVID-19 from a southern 
worker to a Nunavut worker, with 
the risk of it moving into the com-
munities."

Baffinland Iron Mines, which 
operates the Mary River mine 160 
kilometres south of Pond Inlet, chose 
to close its offices in Iqaluit, Arc-

tic Bay, Clyde River, Igloolik, Pond 
Inlet and Sanirajak (Hall Beach).

There will be no loss of pay, sen-
iority, or job security for Nunavum-
miut workers who are away during 
this pandemic period, the company 
stated.

"This action will help eliminate 
the Baffinland site as a potential 
point of entry for COVID-19 into the 
Arctic," Baffinland's news release 
reads, adding that the situation will 
be reassessed in two weeks.

TMAC Resources, which runs 
the Doris North gold mine 125 km 
southwest of Cambridge Bay, took 
the extra measure of locking the sur-
vival shelter at Roberts Bay, which is 
usually available to local harvesters 
travelling from Cambridge Bay to 
the Hope Bay area or Bathurst Inlet.

"This is being done to eliminate 
the risk of transmission of COVID-
19 from one of our site workers 
to a travelling hunter," stated Lana 
Pisarenko, investor relations associ-
ate with TMAC Resources, but she 
added that TMAC will still assist 
with on-the-land emergencies or 
searches. 

The Kitikmeot Corporation, 
which operates four subsidiaries that 
employ Nunavut-based workers at 
the Hope Bay property, has opted to 
let their workers stay home as well, 
Pisarenko added.

All three mining companies 
stated that they are increasing dis-
infecting procedures at their mine 

sites and on the planes that their 
workers board to fly to and from 
the mines. Employees will also be 
subject to screening to determine if 

they have any symptoms of the virus 
or whether they have engaged in any 
activities that might have increased 
their risk of exposure to it. 

Territory's three operating mining companies enact  
screening programs for remaining workforce as production continues 

photo courtesy of Marvin Dion

Several vehicles formed a blockade on the road between 
Rankin Inlet and the Meliadine mine during the evening of 
March 18, according to Marvin Dion. Some Kivalliq residents 
were opposed to Nunavut workers still having to report for 
work during the COVID-19 pandemic while others want the 
mine temporarily shutdown. 

photo courtesy of Agnico Eagle

Work will continue at all of Nunavut's operating mines, including Meliadine, seen here, but the Nunavut workers who normally toil at those sites have been sent 
home to reduce the chances that coronavirus COVID-19 could spread into their communities. 

ᖃᔅᓯᒐᓚᐃᑦ ᓄᓇᓯᐅᑏᑦ ᐃᑳᕈᓐᓇᐃᔾᔨᑎᑦᑎᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᐊᖅᑯᒻᒥ ᕿᑎᐊᓂ 
ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᖃᓗᒑᕐᔪᖕᒥ ᐅᔭᕋᖕᓂᐊᕐᕕᖓᓂ ᐅᓐᓄᖓᓂ 
ᒫᔾᔨ 18–ᒥ, ᐅᖃᐅᓯᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᒫᕕᓐ ᑎᐋᓐᒧᑦ. ᐃᓚᖏᑦ ᑭᕙᓪᓕᕐᒥᐅᑕᓂ 
ᐊᑭᕋᖅᑐᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᓴᓇᔨᐅᔪᓂ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᕆᐊᖃᐃᓐᓇᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂ 
ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓇᖅ-19 ᐊᒥᓱᓄᑦ ᖃᓂᒻᒪᖕᓇᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᓯᖏᑦ ᐅᔭᕋᖕᓂᐊᕐᕕᖕᒥ 
ᒪᑐᓚᐅᑲᖁᔨᓪᓗᑎᒃ.

ᓯᕐᓗᐊᖅ ᐃᒥᕐᕕᒃ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᒐᕝᕕᒃ, ᓖᔾᔭᓐ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓵᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᕈᓯᐊ ᐃᓚᒋᔭᐅᕗᑦ ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓂ ᐃᒥᕐᕕᓂᑦ ᒪᑐᔭᕆᐊᖃᖅᑎᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᓂ ᒫᔾᔨ 20–ᒥ ᐱᔾᔪᑎᖃᖅᑐᒧᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᐃᓄᓕᒫᓄᑦ 
ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᙱᑦᑐᓕᕆᓂᕐᒥ ᑐᐊᕕᕐᓇᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐱᑎᑕᐅᔪᒥ ᑯᕉᓇ ᖁᐱᕐᕈᐃᑦ ᐊᐃᑦᑐᐃᓐᓇᖅᑐᑦ  ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓇᖅ-19–ᒥ.

by Derek Neary 
 Northern News Services

Nunavut 

Mines send Nunavut 
employees home for safety
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Nunavummuit who do not exhib-
it symptoms of COVID-19 are not 
being swabbed.

"It is of no use and probably 
harmful to swab people who do not 
have symptoms of infection," said 
Chief Public Health Officer Dr. 
Michael Patterson.

Patterson explained, if an indi-
vidual without any symptoms is 
swabbed the test result will "prob-
ably" be negative. Then days later, 
"when symptoms appear people tend 
to think that since they were test-
ed, they don't have to worry about 
COVID-19. And then will spend sev-
eral days out of isolation spreading 
the infection," he said.

People who have been swabbed 
should stay home until the results 
are known, Patterson emphasized, 
adding otherwise they are exposing 
others to infection.

"If it is COVID-19, you are put-
ting other Nunavummiut's lives at 
risk. And even if it is influenza, you 
are creating fear and panic and extra 
load on the health care system."

Those who are sick and/or show-
ing symptoms of coughing or cold, 
should not go to work, asserted Pat-
terson.

The majority of people tested 
have returned from international 
travel within the past two weeks. A 
fewer number of tests have been done 

on people, who have remained within 
the territory or travelled domestic-
ally.

Testing has been performed in all 
three regions of Nunavut. Presently, 
most samples are being sent to the 
National Microbiology Laboratory in 
Winnipeg to be tested for COVID-19.

Depending on the community, the 
results of the swabs are coming back 
within four to six days. The "biggest" 
delay is due to the flight schedules, 
said Patterson.

If and when a result comes back 
positive, the public will be informed 
within 24 hours or less, assured Pat-
terson.

There are swabs available for test-
ing in all communities, said the chief 
health public officer.

There are seven oxygen ventila-
tors that are immediately available 
in Nunavut. Anyone, who requires 
a ventilator, will be started on it and 
then be transferred south for the 
Intensive Care Unit, said Patterson.

Premier Joe Savikataaq reminds 
everyone to wash their hands and 
practice social distancing.

Since it is a "stressful" and "dis-
ruptive" time for everyone, "kindness 
and patience is important and appre-
ciated now more than ever," he said.

"Don't believe everything on 
social media. There's lots of rumours 
going around. But these news confer-
ences will state the facts and what's 
currently the conditions in Nunavut," 
said Savikataaq.

 Test results of swabs are coming back on a 'regular basis'

Rajnesh Sharma/NNSL photo

Chief Public Health Officer Dr. Michael Patterson sits with Inuktitut interperter Naomi Tatty 
during the second press conference about COVID-19 on March 17, in Iqaluit.

ᐃᓄᓕᒫᓄᑦ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᖅᑕᐃᓕᒪᑎᑦᑎᔨᐅᔪᒧᑦ ᐊᖓᔪᖅᑳᖓ ᓘᒃᑖᖅ ᒪᐃᑯᓪ ᐹᑐᓴᓐ ᐃᒃᓯᕚᖃᑎᖃᖅᐳᖅ ᐃᓄᒃᑎᑐᑦ 
ᑐᓵᔨᐅᔪᒥ, ᓇᐃᐆᒥ ᑕᑎᒥ ᒪᕐᕈᖓᓂ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᐅᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᑲᑎᓐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓇᖅ-19 –ᒥ ᒥᒃᓵᓄᑦ ᒫᔾᔨ 17–ᒥ, 
ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓂ.

by Rajnesh Sharma 
 Northern News Services

Nunavut

COVID-19 testing without symptoms is 
'probably harmful,' says Dr. Patterson

City of Iqaluit asks residents to 
pay bills by internet, at banks  

or by telephone banking
In an effort to reduce public interaction during the COVID-

19 pandemic, the City of Iqaluit would like residents to pay 
their taxes, utilities, land leases, traffic tickets and other bills 
through financial institutions, via the internet or through tele-
phone banking.

The municipal government is requesting that citizens delay 
non-essential visits to city hall, the fire hall, building 2425, 
recreation offices and the city garage.

In a news release March 17, the city reiterated that it is com-
mitted to providing essential services during the pandemic, 
including water and sewer delivery, garbage pick up and emer-
gency services such as fire and ambulance dispatch.

 Union president lauds GN for 
closures of schools and daycares
The Government of Nunavut made the "right call" by put-

ting people's health first and closing schools and daycares 
throughout Nunavut, says Bill Fennell, president of the Nuna-
vut Employees Union (NEU).

"Until now, the daily lives of most people in Nunavut had 
not been impacted by this serious situation and people may 
have been tempted to feel a false sense of security," Fennell 
stated. "This is why the GN's decision to put the health and 
potential safety of Nunavut's children and those that work in 
the schools and daycares ahead of other considerations was the 
right thing to do for Nunavut."

The GN announced on Monday that schools and daycares 
would shut down for three weeks.

The NEU, which represents close to 4,900 territorial work-
ers, has fielded numerous inquiries from GN employees won-
dering how their workplaces will be affected by COVID-19, 
according to Fennell.

"The NEU understands that there may be other precautions 
and decisions that the GN will have to make as they continue 
to monitor and react to this changing and serious situation," 
he said. 

"These decisions will impact people's daily lives and work. 
We will continue to offer our support to our members and ask 
our members to look out for their neighbours and family who 
may be impacted by any shutdowns or interruptions to their 
jobs and workplaces."

Although the NEU offices in Iqaluit and Rankin Inlet 
remain open, the union requests that members call or email 
instead of stopping by the office to limit chances of transmit-
ting the virus.

Kitikmeot Inuit Association closes 
its offices, suspends all programs

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the executive committee  
of the Kitikmeot Inuit Association (KIA) has chosen to close 
all of the KIA's offices to the public as of Wednesday.

This will be in effect until April 3, unless conditions 
change, a KIA news release issued on Tuesday evening stated.

All KIA programs are on hold during this period, including 
the bereavement and compassionate travel program.

"Please note that KIA is working diligently with NTI 
(Nunavut Tunngavik Incorporated), the other RIAs (regional 
Inuit associations) and the Government of Nunavut's chief 
medical health officer to help alleviate the possible spread of 
the COVID-19 virus within Nunavut," the news release reads.

QIA implements work-from-home 
policy and shelves non-essential 

programs for now
The Qikiqtani Inuit Association (QIA) is closing its offices 

to the public and having most of its staff work from home as of 
Wednesday as a preventative move against COVID-19.

This procedure will be in effect until at least March 31.
Programs considered non-essential have been suspended. 

Those include the Qikiqtani Cultural Activities Program, the 
Qikiqtani Skills and Training for Employment Partnership, 
Grants and Contributions and the Ilagiiktunut Nunalinnullu 
Pivalliajutisait Kiinaujat program.

In order to receive essential services, Qikiqtani Inuit will 
have to call, e-mail or fax the QIA.

Nunavut RCMP scale back  
front counter services but keep 

officers on the streets
Nunavut RCMP have temporarily stopped issuing criminal 

record checks and will not offer optional fingerprinting ser-
vices until further notice as efforts are made to limit contact 
during the COVID-19 pandemic.

The Mounties are asking the public to visit the front 
counter at detachments to file complaints only.

"All Nunavut detachments are still sufficiently staffed and 
will respond to all emergencies and complaints. Thank you 
for your anticipated co-operation and understanding during 
(these) uncertain times," the police stated in a news release 
on Tuesday.

COVID-19 NewS Briefs
 with Derek Neary
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ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ
ᓄᓇᕐᔪᐊᒥ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᐃᖅᑯᒻᒪᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ 

ᐱᓇᓱᐊᕈᓯᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ ᐊᔾᔨᒋᙱᑦᑕᒻᒪᕆᒋᔭᖓᓂ 
ᑭᖑᓪᓕᖓᓐᓂ. ᒥᕐᙳᐃᖅᓯᕐᕖᑦ, ᐳᐃᔾᔪᕋᕐᕖᑦ, 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕖᑦ, ᓂᕆᕖᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᑭᓱᓕᒫᑦ ᕿᑎᐊᓂ 
ᒪᑐᓯᒪᓂᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᐃᓄᖃᙱᑲᓴᒡᓗᑎᒡᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᓄᓇᕐᔪᐊᖅ 
ᐊᑦᑐᖏᖅᓯᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᐹᖏᓐᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓴᙱᓇᓱᐊᖅᖢᑎᒃ 
ᐊᐃᑦᑐᐃᓂᐅᓂᐊᖅᑐᒥ ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓇᖅ-19–ᒥ.

ᐊᓕᐊᓇᐃᖑᒐᓗᐊᖅ, ᐊᒃᓱᓪᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᐅᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ, 
ᓄᓇᕗᑦ ᓱᓕ ᐊᐃᑦᑐᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᖃᙱᓚᖅ ᖁᐱᕐᕈᐃᑦ 
ᐊᐃᑦᑐᐃᓐᓇᖅᑐᒥᑦ, ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᐊᓯᔾᔨᕈᓐᓇᖅᐳᖅ 
ᐅᖃᓕᒫᓕᖅᑎᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᐆᒥᖓ ᑎᑎᕋᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᓂᐅᔪᒥ, ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐃᓚᖏᑦ ᐃᓱᒪᕗᑦ ᖃᖓᑐᐃᓐᓇᑦᑎᐊᖅ ᖃᓄᐃᓐᓂᐅᔪᓂ 
ᐅᓂᒃᑳᕆᔭᐅᓂᐊᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᖁᐱᕐᕈᐃᑦ 
ᐊᐃᑦᑐᐃᓐᓇᖅᑐᑦ ᐊᐃᑦᑐᖅᑕᐅᓂᖃᓕᕈᓂ ᐃᑭᑦᑐᐊᓗᒃᑎᑐᑦ.

ᒫᓐᓇ ᐅᔾᔨᖅᓱᑦᑎᐊᕐᔪᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐊᑐᕆᐊᖃᖅᐳᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐅᖃᐅᔾᔨᓂᐅᔪᑦ ᐃᓄᓕᒫᓂ 
ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᙱᑦᑐᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᓐᓂ ᒪᓕᒃᑕᐅᔭᕆᐊᖃᖅᐳᑦ.

ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᙱᑦᑐᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᓐᓂ ᒥᓂᔅᑕᖓ 
ᔪᐊᔾ ᕼᐃᒃᔅ ᐅᖃᖅᓯᒪᕗᖅ ᖃᓄᐃᓐᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᑐᐊᕕᕐᓇᖅᑐᓕᕆᓂᕐᒥ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᑕᒪᓐᓇ 
ᑕᑯᒃᓴᐅᑎᑦᑎᑐᐃᓐᓇᖅᐳᖅ ᐱᓪᓚᕆᐅᓂᖓᓂ 
ᖃᓄᐃᓐᓂᐅᔪᒥ.

ᑕᒪᑐᒪᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᒃᓱᕈᕐᓇᖅᐳᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐊᒃᓱᕈᖅᑎᑦᑎᓂᐊᖅᐳᖅ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥᐅᓂ ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇᑎᑐᑦ 
ᐊᒃᓱᕈᕈᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᙱᑦᑐᒥ ᓯᕗᓂᐊᓂ, ᐱᓗᐊᖅᑐᒥ 
ᐃᓱᒪᒋᔭᖃᕐᓂᕐᒥ ᐃᓱᒪᒋᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᓯᒥᒃ ᐃᑲᔪᖃᑦᑕᕐᓂᖅ 
ᐱᒻᒪᕆᐅᓂᖓᓂ.

ᐃᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᕿᓕᕉᓂᐅᔪᑦ ᐳᕙᒡᓗᖕᓂᕐᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐊᓂᖅᑎᕆᔾᔪᑎᓂᑦ ᖁᐱᕐᕈᐃᑦ ᐊᐃᑦᑐᐃᓐᓇᖅᑐᒥᑦ ᓱᓕ 
ᒫᓐᓇᓕᓴᐅᕗᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓱᓕ ᐊᒃᑐᐃᓂᖃᓲᖑᕗᖅ ᐊᒥᓱᓂ, 
ᐱᕕᖃᕐᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᔭᕆᐊᖃᙱᓚᑦ. 

ᐊᒥᓱᒻᒪᕆᐊᓗᖕᓂ ᐱᔾᔪᑎᖃᖅᐳᖅ 
ᑐᓂᓯᓂᖃᕐᓂᐊᖅᑐᒥ ᐅᓗᕆᐊᓇᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᑖᓐᓇ 

ᖁᐱᕐᕈᐃᑦ ᐊᐃᑦᑐᐃᓐᓇᖅᑐᑦ ᑐᓂᓯᓂᖓᓂ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥᐅᓄᑦ, 
ᐱᔾᔪᑕᐅᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᙱᑦᑐᓕᕆᓂᕐᒥ 
ᐊᑲᐅᙱᓕᐅᕈᑕᐅᔪᓂ, ᐊᔪᖅᓴᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐸᖕᒥᐅᓗᐊᖅᑐᓄᑦ 
ᐊᖏᕐᕋᕆᔭᐅᔪᓂ.

ᐱᒻᒪᕆᕐᔪᐊᖑᕗᖅ ᐅᔾᔨᖅᓱᕐᓂᐅᔪᓂ 
ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᑭᒃᑯᓕᒫᑦ ᐅᔾᔨᖅᓱᕐᔪᐊᕐᓗᑎᒃ 
ᓴᓗᒪᑎᑦᑎᓂᕐᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᓅᖃᑎᒌᖕᓂ ᐅᐸᒃᑕᐃᓕᓂᕐᓄᑦ 
ᐊᑐᕐᓂᐅᔪᓂ.

ᑕᒪᓐᓇ ᑐᑭᖃᖅᐳᖅ ᓂᕆᕕᒡᔪᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᓂᖃᙱᓪᓗᓂ 
ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᑲᑎᙵᓂᖃᕐᔪᐊᕐᓂᖓᓂ, ᐃᒻᒥᒃᑯᑦ 
ᐅᖓᓯᒃᑎᑦᑎᓯᒪᓂᕐᒥ ᐃᓄᑐᖃᕐᓂ ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ 
ᑕᐃᒃᑯᓄᖓ ᐱᔾᔪᑕᐅᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᙱᑦᑐᓕᕆᓂᕐᒥ 
ᐊᑲᐅᙱᓕᐅᕈᑕᐅᔪᓂ ᐊᔪᕐᓇᙱᑐᐊᕌᖓᑦ, ᐃᒻᒥᓂᒃ–
ᐃᓄᑑᑎᑦᑎᓂᕐᒥ ᐊᐅᓪᓛᓵᓚᐅᕈᕕᑦ ᒫᓐᓇᓕᓴᒥ 
ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᕈᑕᐅᖃᑦᑕᖅᑐᓂ ᑕᑯᒃᓴᐅᓂᖃᕈᕕᑦ, 
ᐊᒡᒐᑎᑦ ᐅᐊᓴᖅᐸᒡᓗᒋᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᖁᐃᖅᓱᖅᐸᒡᓗᑎᑦ 
ᑕᒋᐅᒃᓴᖅᐸᒡᓗᑎᓪᓗ ᐃᑯᓯᖕᓄᑦ.

ᒫᓐᓇᓕᓴᐅᔪᒥ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᑕᐱᕇᑦ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ (ITK) 
ᓴᖅᑭᑎᑦᑎᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᐊᖑᔪᒥ ᖃᐃᖁᔨᓂᖃᖅᑐᒥ 
ᒐᕙᒪᑐᖃᒃᑯᓐᓂ ᐃᓱᒪᒋᔭᖃᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᐃᓄᖕᓂ 
"ᐊᓯᐊᒎᖅᑐᒥ, ᖁᑦᑎᒃᑐᒥ–ᐅᓗᕆᐊᓇᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᑲᑎᙵᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᒐᕙᒪᑐᖃᒃᑯᑦ ᐃᑲᔪᕈᑎᒃᓴᐅᔪᓄᑦ 
ᐸᕐᓇᐃᓂᐅᔪᓂ." 

ᒐᕙᒪᑐᖃᒃᑯᑦ ᑐᓂᓯᔭᕆᐊᖃᓪᓚᕆᒃᐳᑦ ᐊᓯᐊᒎᖅᑐᒥ 
ᐃᓱᒪᒃᓴᖅᓯᐅᕆᓂᕐᒥ ᐊᒃᑐᖅᑕᐅᓴᕋᐃᑦᑐᓄᑦ ᐃᓄᖕᓄᑦ 
ᐅᓄᕐᓂᐅᔪᓄᑦ.

ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᑕᐱᕇᑦ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᓇᓚᐅᑉᐳᑦ 
ᑎᒃᑯᐊᕆᓂᕐᒥ ᐊᒥᓱᐃᑦ ᐃᓄᖕᓂ ᐃᓚᒌᖑᔪᓂ 
ᐊᒃᓱᕈᕐᓂᖃᕐᓂᐊᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᑲᑎᖅᓱᐃᓂᕐᒥ 
ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᒐᔪᒃᑐᓂ ᐱᔾᔪᑎᖃᖅᑐᒥ ᖁᑦᑎᒃᑐᐊᓗᖕᒥ 
ᑭᒡᓕᐅᔪᓄᑦ ᓂᕿᒃᓴᖃᑦᑎᐊᖃᑦᑕᙱᓐᓂᐅᔪᒥ. 
ᐱᔾᔪᑎᖃᖅᑐᒥ ᑭᒡᓕᖃᖅᑐᓂ ᓄᓇᓖᑦ 
ᐊᑐᖅᐸᒃᑕᖏᓐᓂ ᐊᐅᓚᔪᓐᓇᖁᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐊᑐᕐᓂᖃᖅᐸᖕᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᖃᓪᓗᓈᑦ ᓄᓇᖓᓐᓂ 

ᐋᓐᓂᐊᕕᐅᔪᓂ, ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑏᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᕐᕕᓂᑦ, 
ᐃᓱᒪᓇᓱᐊᕐᓂᕐᒥ ᐊᔪᕐᓇᓗᐊᕌᓗᙱᓚᖅ ᐃᓱᒪᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᐊᒃᓱᕈᕐᓇᕐᔪᐊᕐᓂᐊᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᐃᓄᑑᓇᓱᐊᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᐃᓅᓕᓴᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᖁᐱᕐᕈᐃᑦ ᐊᐃᑦᑐᐃᓐᓇᖅᑐᓂᑦ ᐃᓯᕐᓂᕈᓂ 
ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓄᑦ. 

ᐊᓯᐊᒎᖅᑐᒥ ᑲᒪᒋᔭᖃᕐᓂᖓᓂ, $500 
ᒥᓕᐊᓐᑐᐃᓐᓇᐅᙱᑦᑐᒥ ᑐᐊᕕᕐᓇᖅᑐᓄᑦ 
ᒐᕙᒪᑐᖃᒃᑯᓐᓂ ᑮᓇᐅᔭᖃᖅᑎᑕᐅᓂᖓᓂ ᐊᕕᒃᑐᖅᑕᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐱᖓᓱᓄᑦ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ ᐊᕕᒃᑐᖅᓯᒪᓂᐅᔪᓄᑦ, 
ᐱᔭᕆᐊᖃᕐᓂᐊᖅᐳᑦ ᐃᓄᖕᓂ ᐊᑦᑕᓇᔾᔭᐃᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᓂᕐᒧᑦ.

ᐱᑕᖃᑐᐃᓐᓇᕆᐊᖃᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᐊᑐᒃᑲᓐᓂᕐᓂᕐᒥ 
ᑕᒻᒪᕐᓂᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᓂ ᑕᐃᔅᓱᒪᓂᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ, ᓲᕐᓗ 
ᑲᒪᒋᔭᖃᕐᓂᕐᒥ ᓴᐅᓂᕐᕆᓂᕐᒥ ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ 
ᐊᐅᐸᓪᓛᓂᕐᒥ, ᖁᑦᑎᒃᐳᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᓂᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᓂ 
ᐸᓯᒃᖠᕐᔪᐊᕐᓂᖃᕐᓂᐊᖅᐳᖅ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᓄᓇᕗᑦ 
ᐊᑐᕐᓂᖃᖅᑎᑕᐅᒃᐸᑦ ᐊᖏᓗᐊᖅᑐᒥ ᐊᒃᑐᐃᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓇᖅ-19–ᒥ.

ᐅᕙᓃᑦᑐᐃᓐᓇᐅᕗᒍᑦ ᑲᑎᙵᓪᓗᑕ. 
ᐱᓕᕆᓂᖃᕐᓂᐊᖅᐳᖅ ᐊᒃᓱᕈᕐᔪᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᓲᕐᓗ 
ᐅᓇᑕᕐᔪᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᕐᓱᕈᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓇᖕᒥᓂᖅ 
ᐱᓐᓇᕆᔭᒥ ᓴᒃᑯᐃᑦᑎᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᓇᓗᓇᐃᖅᓯᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᐊᑦᑕᓇᔾᔭᐃᖅᓯᒪᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐅᕙᑦᑎᓐᓂ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᓇᒡᓕᔭᑦᑎᓐᓂ.

ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᐅᓂᒃᑳᕇᓐᓇᕐᓂᐊᖅᐳᑦ 
ᐊᒃᓱᕈᕐᓗᑎᒃ ᑕᒪᒃᑭᓄᑦ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᐊᖑᔪᓄᑦ 
ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥᐅᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᒪᔭᕆᐊᖃᖅᑕᖏᓐᓂ 
ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓇᖅ-19 ᒥᒃᓵᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑕᒪᒃᑭᓂ 
ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᓂᐅᔪᓂ. ᓄᖅᑲᖅᑎᑦᑎᓯᒪᓚᐅᑲᖕᓂᐊᖅᐳᒍᑦ 
ᑎᑎᕋᐃᓂᕐᒥ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᐊᖑᔪᒥ ᐅᖃᓕᒫᒐᖓᓐᓂ 
ᐆᒪ ᑭᖑᓂᐊᒍᑦ ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᑎᑎᕋᐃᖏᓐᓇᕐᓂᐊᖅᐳᒍᑦ 
ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᐊᒥ ᐅᖃᓕᒫᒐᖓᓐᓂ PDF–ᑰᖓᔪᒥ 
ᐅᕘᓇ ᐃᑭᐊᖅᑭᕕᑦᑎᓐᓂ nunavutnews.com–ᒥ 
ᐃᓚᖃᖅᑐᒥ ᓄᑖᖑᓛᖑᔪᓂ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓂᑦ. 

ᐊᑦᑕᓇᔾᔭᐃᖅᓯᒪᒋᑦᑎ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐸᖅᑭᖃᑦᑕᐅᑎᓗᓯ.

ᐱᓪᓚᕆᒋᐊᖃᓕᖅᐳᒍᑦ ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓇᖅ-19–ᒧᑦ

Time to get serious 
with COVID-19

the world people woke up to this 
week is a very different one than last. 

Parks, pools, schools, restaurants 
and everything in between will be 
closed or nearly empty as the world 
battens down the hatches and braces 
itself for the spread of CovId-19.

thankfully, at least by press time, 
the territory has no cases of the virus, 
but that could change by the time you 
read this editorial and some think it 
is only a matter of time before cases 
are reported in Nunavut as the virus 
spreads like a hot flame through kin-
dling.

this is a time where extreme cau-
tion must be used and the advice 
from public health officials must be 
followed.

health minister George hickes has 
declared a public health emergency in 
Nunavut and that only goes to show 
the seriousness of the situation.

these times are trying and will test 
Nunavummiut like they have not been 
tested before, especially considering 
how central community is to them.

In a place where the wounds of 
tuberculosis and rsv are still fresh 
and still affecting many, no chances 
can be taken. 

there are a lot of factors that will 
contribute to danger that this virus 

presents to Nunavummiut, from 
underlying health issues, to poverty to 
overcrowding in homes.

It is paramount that precautions 
be taken and everyone pays special 
attention to sanitation and social iso-
lation practices.

that means no large feasts or gath-
erings, physically distancing yourself 
from elders or those with underlying 
health issues when possible, self-iso-
lating if you've travelled recently or are 
showing symptoms, washing hands 
and coughing and sneezing into your 
elbow.

recently Inuit tapiriit Kanatami 
(ItK) issued a news release that called 
for the federal government to consider 
the Inuit as "a special, high-risk group 
in federal resource planning." 

the federal government absolutely 
must give special consideration to the 
vulnerable Inuit population.

ItK is correct for pointing out that 
a lot of Inuit families will have a hard 
time stocking up on basic goods due 
to high levels of food insecurity. due 

to limited infrastructure and a reliance 
on southern medical centres, staff and 
labs, it is not a stretch of the imagina-
tion to think it will be extremely dif-
ficult to isolate and treat the virus 
should it enter the communities. 

special attention, not just paltry 
sums of emergency federal funding 
split between three territories, will be 
required to keep Inuit safe.

the chances of repeating the mis-
takes of the past, like the handling of 
influenza or small pox, are high and 
history will harshly judge Canada if 
Nunavut is forced to endure a dispro-
portionate impact from CovId-19.

we are all in this together. It will 
take nothing short of a war-time effort 
and personal sacrifice to ensure the 
safety of ourselves and our loved 
ones.

Nunavut News will be diligently 
reporting on all the information 
Nunavummiut need to know about 
CovId-19 and all that develops. we 
are suspending the print edition after 
this one but we will be publishing the 
newspaper in Pdf format on our web-
site at nunavutnews.com along with 
all the latest news. 

stay safe and take care of each 
other.
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In some ways, I suppose this piece 
could be seen as a continuation 
of what I penned in this space the 
previous week on march 11 "(In the 
here and now"), but in talking with a 
number of people across the Kival-
liq during the past seven days, the 
scope of the impact that 
the coronavirus disease 
and CovId-19 has had on 
the region without, to the 
best of my knowledge as 
I write this, a single con-
firmed case in the Kival-
liq truly has been quite 
remarkable and, in many 
cases, quite disturbing.

there's no need to 
regurgitate the better-
safe-than-sorry mindset 
over the disease that 
has led to the cancellation of almost 
every single event in our region and 
beyond, but the emotional impact 
the cancellations have had are stag-
gering and very few are of a positive 
nature.

It was heartbreaking to watch a 
group of boys in rankin Inlet show-
up at the now, for all intents and 
purposes, darkened new arena in 
the community to receive the team 
Nunavut paraphernalia they would 
have been wearing at the arctic win-
ter Games this very week in white-
horse, especially in comparison to 
the scenes that played out at similar 
gatherings in years past.

Gone were the smiling faces, exag-
gerated struts of pride, accomplish-
ment and confidence and the loud 

clamour of youth that envelops such 
moments of unbridled excitement 
and happiness.

they were replaced by somber 
faces and almost total silence. the 
only sounds being heard were that 
of the voice of their coach calling out 
each name to come-up and receive 

their bag and the slow, 
dejected shuffle of their feet 
moving forward.

some whispered an 
almost inaudible "thank you" 
to the man they had spent 
so many hours with prepar-
ing for a dream's realization 
that wasn't to be and many 
could not look their coach 
in the eyes for fear of letting 
their sadness run down their 
cheeks; a battle that con-
tinued as they left the arena, 

most with their heads down, many 
with their bottom lip quivering.

It was a disturbing, almost over-
whelming, experience that I knew 
was playing, or had already played 
out, in numerous communities in our 
share of the circumpolar world – a 
thought that did very little to brighten 
my disposition, as my mind – a mind 
that has been exposed to every facet 
of the game of hockey for its entire 
being – raced to find some words of 
encouragement to offer these lads. 
None came.

the moment was also the perfect 
encapsulation of those voices that 
had spoken to me during the week 
about doubts and knee-jerk reactions 
in connection to the precautions 
being taken against CovId-19.

It was a moment that lent cre-
dence to their observations and a 
moment not often witnessed by 
those who make such decisions. 
and, it could also leave one wonder-
ing just how much consideration 
was given to such moments with 
the speed of which the cancellations 
came. 

and it was a paramount moment 
of impact upon the more athletic of 
our youth and their families.

But the voices also spoke of fear 
and there can be no denying the 
fact that many people are quite 
concerned about and, indeed, quite 
afraid of CovId-19 and the impact 
it may have if unleashed upon our 
populace. and whether the fear is 
genuine or manufactured, it is quite 
real and the concern is quite valid.

and, when one takes a further 
moment to consider that those nega-
tively impacted by the cancellations 
also have parents, grandparents and 
others they love or care deeply about 
who are in the age groups most 
impacted by CovId-19 and most like-
ly to lose their lives should it ever run 
rampant in our territory – one has 
to concede the right decisions were 
made in relation to the cancellations.

here's hoping those who made 
the cancellations will take a moment 
to consider the dramatic impact – 
unseen in offices and boardrooms 
–  their decisions had upon many of 
our youth and will be just as quick to 
come up with ways to make some 
of it up to them after CovId-19 is 
brought under control and life, as we 
know it, goes back to normal.

editorial – opinions whmK5

What is your  
favourite movie?

ᑭᓱ ᐊᓕᐊᓇᐃᒋᓛᕆᕕᐅᒃ 
ᑕᕐᕆᔭᓕᐊᓂ?

ᐃᖃᓗᐃᑦ/
STReeT talk
with Lindsay McCart
Uqsuqtuuq/Gjoa Haven

Trinity akooak:
"Zombies 2"

ᑐᕆᓂᑎ ᐊᑯᐊᒃ:
"ᓵᒻᐱᔅ 2"

Felix ameralik: 
"Spiderman"

ᕖᓕᒃᔅ ᐊᒥᕋᓕᒃ: 
"ᔅᐸᐃᑐᕐᒫᓐ"

Lori arqviq:
"Frozen 2"

ᓗᐊᕆ ᐊᖅᕕᒃ:
"ᕗᕉᓴᓐ 2" 

Jackson 
Kununak:
"The Nun"

ᔮᒃᓯᓐ ᑯᓇᓇ: 
"ᓇᔭᙳᐊᖅ"

Charlotte 
aaluk:
"Hotel 
Transylvania 2"

ᓵᓚᑦ ᐋᓗᒃ: 
"ᕼᐆᑎᐅᓪ ᑐᕌᓐᓱᕙᐃᓂᐊ 2" 

Project naming: Do you know your elders?

ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᔪᖅ ᐊᑦᑎᖅᓱᐃᓂᖅ: ᖃᐅᔨᒪᕕᓯᐅᒃ ᐃᓐᓇᑐᖃᖅᓯ?
ᐃᑲᔪᕈᓐᓇᖅᐲᑦ ᓇᓗᓇᐃᖅᑕᐅᓇᓱᒃᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᑕᒡᕙᓃᑐᑦ ᐊᔾᔨᖑᐊᕐᒦᑦᑐᑦ?
ᐃᓚᒋᔭᐅᔪᖅ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᔪᓄᑦ ᐊᑦᑎᖅᓱᐃᓂᕐᒧᑦ, ᑕᐃᓐᓇ ᐱᖓᓱᓂᒃ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᕐᓂᒃ 

ᐊᑐᖅᓱᓂ ᖃᕆᑕᐅᔭᒃᑯᑦ ᑕᑯᓂᐊᖅᑕᐅᕕᖓᑦ ᓴᓇᔭᐅᓯᒪᔪᖅ ᐃᓄᒃᑎᑐᑦ, ᖃᓪᓗᓇᑎᑐᑦ, 
ᐅᐃᕖᖅᑎᑐᓪᓗ ᑎᑎᕋᖅᓯᒪᓗᓂ, ᑐᕋᒐᖃᖅᐳᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᔪᑦ ᓇᓗᓇᐃᔭᐃᕐᓂᕐᒥᒃ 
ᐃᓄᖕᓂᒃ ᐊᔾᔨᖑᐊᕐᓃᑐᓂᒃ ᑲᑎᖅᓱᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᓂᒃ ᐅᖃᓕᒫᒐᖃᕐᕕᖓᓐᓂ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᑐᖁᖅᓯᓯᒪᕕᖓᓐᓂ ᑎᑎᖃᑐᖃᕐᓂᒃ ᐊᔾᔨᕕᓂᕐᓂᒡᓗ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ, ᐋᑐᕚᒥ.

ᓄᑕᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᒪᑎᑦᑎᔾᔪᑎᒃᓴᐃᑦ ᐃᓚᔭᐅᖃᑦᑕᖅᐳᑦ ᐊᔾᔨᖁᑎᕕᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ 
ᐸᐸᑦᑎᕕᖕᒥ (ᖃᕆᑕᐅᔭᒃᑯᑦ ᑐᕌᕈᑎᓕᒃ www.collectionscanada.ca/inuit-ᒥᒃ). 
ᑕᑯᒋᐊᕐᓂᐊᖅᐸᐃᑦ.

ᐊᑏᑐᖅ ᑐᔪᐃᓂᐊᖅᐳᑎᑦ ᑐᓴᖅᑎᑕᑦᑎᓗᑎᒃ ᐅᑯᓄᖓ ᐅᕙᓂ ᑐᕌᕈᑎᓕᖕᒥ photo@
nnsl.com ᐅᕝᕙᓗᓐᓃᑦ ᑎᑎᖃᕐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖕᒧᑦ ᑐᔪᖅᑕᐅᓗᑎᒃ ᐅᕗᖓ Box 2820, Yel-
lowknife, NT X1A 2R1

Can you help identify the people in this old photograph? 
Project Naming is a trilingual Web exhibition and searchable 

photographic database available in Inuktitut, English and French. 
The goal of this project is to identify Inuit in the photographic 

collections of Library and Archives Canada in Ottawa. 

The new information is added to these historical photographs at 
(www.collectionscanada.ca/inuit). Come visit. 

Please send submissions to photo@nnsl.com or mail to Box 2820, 
Yellowknife, NT, X1A 2R1.

Northern News Services

An emotional time

darrell
Greer

unidentified Inuk 
boy, Pond Inlet, Octo-
ber 1951. MIKAN no. 
3603277
Doug Wilkinson/Library and Archives Canada photo

ᓇᓗᓇᐃᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᙱᑦᑐᖅ 
ᑭᓇᐅᓂᖓᓂ ᓄᑲᑉᐱᐊᖅ, 
ᒥᑦᑎᒪᑕᓕᒃ 1951. 
MIKAN no. 3603277
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HALUUQQUGUT. IQALUKTUUTIAKMIUT 
NAAMMAINNAQTURUT. HILA ALIANAQHIJUQ. QAU-
MALIQPAKTUK UPLANNUAMI. UPINGALIKTUK. 
INUIN IQALIKIJUT AUDLAATIJUTLU KUVYALIKTU-
TLU HILA ALIANAQHIMAN. IPAKHANI PIQHIQPAK-
TUK. INUIN AUDLAAQNAHUAT AHU. UMIKHIMANG-
MATTA ILIHAKVIIT. TAMNA AANNIARUT TIKIN-
MAT NUNAQJUAMUN ILLA. NIUVIKVIIT KIHIMI 
UNGMAUMAJUT QUANA ILLA. NIGIVIITLU INUINLU 
QABLUNAATLU HAVAKVIIT UMIKHIMANNIAQTUT. 
NAAMMAJAVUN ILLA. UAQPAKLUGIT ALGATIT-
GUUK. 

Cambridge Bay is once again pulling together as a com-
munity to combat COVID-19 that has affected the whole 
world. Many decisions have been made to keep our commun-
ity safe and healthy. 

The schools have shut down to protect our children and to 
the staff. 

The restaurants have closed, only open for take-out orders, 
daycare has closed till further notice for our wee ones, many 
businesses and organizations have also decided to close their 
offices and employees are working out of their homes. 

Hotels are very quiet only taking minimal number of 
guests. The airlines have decreased their flights to Cam-
bridge Bay, only urgent/necessary medical appointments are 
still there, patients are able to go if urgent. The Co-op store 
the cashiers and employees are busy sanitizing counters and 
shopping carts and door knobs etc. to keep customers safe 
from potential germs. 

The Elks Club is closed until further notice. Organizations 
that serve the general public such as the housing association 
have shut dowm person to person appointments, etc., only 
emergencies are being taken care of. 

Now that the weather is warmer for now, it is much easier 
on the maintenance crew to handle emergencies. Hamlet 
offices are closed along with all recreational activities, public 
gatherings are cancelled, Elders Palace is shutdown also. Our 
Elders who work at the Heritage Society sewing and teaching 
will be at home now till further notice. 

Too cute the Elders were taught not to accept hugs and 

doing elbow hugs. Too cool. 
More outdoor activities are happening as a result. A lot 

of kids are playing out, now that the weather is warmer and 
school is shutdown. Our CCC where our Elders are at Health 
Centre are being closely monitored, they enjoy the warmer 
weather. 

We love them so much. Try not to visit them till this virus 
is over. They are well taken care of. 

I notice a lot of families are hoping to go camping and out 
to their cabins, which is a good idea. Keep safe out there.

Employees working out at Hope Bay TMAC mine site are 

being sent home till further notice. NIRB offices are closed 
but employees working out of their homes also. KIA also 
closed their offices. 

Inuit are known to visit each other and this still happens 
today like the old days. It will be difficult for some Inuit to 
understand, but explain to our Elders and children what is 
going on about the virus.

Quana Cambridge Bay, Nunavut for pulling together as a 
caring community to keep the coronavirus away from us all.

Take care everyone. Wash your hands.
God Be With You Son.

Navalik Tologanak/NNSL photo

Special to have Dene visiting our community of Cambridge Bay, Nunavut. Here is Philip Liske, Joseph 
Judas, Elder Angnaoyok Mary Kaniak and Ted Tsetta at the Nunavut Wildlife Management Board meetings 
held in Cambridge Bay in early March.

Take care of each other
CaMBRIDGe Bay 

Tea Talk
with Navalik Tologanak

email: helent@qiniq.com

ᐱᕐᔪᐊᖑᕗᖅ ᐊᓪᓚᓂᑦ ᐳᓚᕋᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᓄᓇᓕᑦᑎᓐᓂ ᐃᖃᓗᒃᑑᑦᑎᐊᖅ, ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒧᑦ. ᐅᓇ ᕕᓕᑉ ᓕᔅᑭ, ᔫᓯᐱ ᔫᑕᔅ, ᐃᓄᑐᖃᖅ 
ᐊᖕᓇᐅᔪᒃ ᒥᐊᕆ ᑲᓂᐊᒃ, ᑎᐊᑦ ᓯᑕ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᐆᒪᔪᓕᕆᔨᕐᔪᐊᒃᑯᑦ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᓄᑦ ᑲᑎᒪᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ ᐃᖃᓗᒃᑑᑦᑎᐊᕐᒥ 
ᒫᔾᔨ ᐱᒋᐊᕐᓂᖓᓂ.

alternatives íÇÒπÇéÀ∏∂Òêî

ᐃᒡᓗᓕᒑᕐᔪᖕᒥ ᒪᐃᔭᖓ ᐹᓂ ᐊᒡᒐᖅ ᐃᓚᐅᓲᖑᕗᖅ 
ᑕᒪᕐᒥᒐᓚᖕᓂ ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᕐᓂᐅᔪᓂ, ᐃᓚᖃᖅᑐᒥ 
ᐊᕐᕌᒍᑕᒫᒥ ᓇᒡᓕᒍᓱᖕᓇᐅᔪᒥ ᐹᓐᑲᐃᒃᒥ ᐅᓪᓛᕈᒻᒥᑕᕐᒥ 
ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ ᕕᒃᑐᕐ ᓴᒻᒧᖅᑐᖅ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖓᓂ 
ᕕᕈᐊᕆ 14, 2020−ᒥ.

photo courtesy Glen Brocklebank

CElEbrATINg TOgEThEr
Chesterfield Inlet mayor Barnie Aggark attends most 
community events, including the annual Valentine 
Day's Pancake Breakfast that was held at Victor 
Sammurtok School on Feb. 14, 2020.
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More than 100 staff at Iqal-
uit bars and restaurants were 
thrown out of work by COVID-
19 last week.

A public health emergency 
declared on March 18 caused 
lounges to shut down and res-
taurants to switch to takeout 
only as of March 20.  

"There's a huge impact to 
the business itself but (also) 
to community members here 
in Iqaluit. It's 60 jobs that are 
taking a hit," said Steve Sul-
livan, general manager of the 
Storehouse Bar and Grill, the 
Frob Kitchen and Eatery and 
the Frobisher Inn.

Guest reservations at the 
95-room Frobisher Inn have 
plummeted over the past few 
weeks, Sullivan acknowledged. 

He said Nunastar Proper-
ties, the parent company of 
the hotel, eateries and bar, will 
assist its laid off employees 
in arranging for employment 
insurance and also help some 
of them with travel to be with 
family.

"We're working with every-
body to minimize the impact 
... to let them know that they're 
not alone," said Sullivan. 

The company is also pro-
moting job-sharing where 
applicable to spread employ-

ment hours around as much as 
possible, he added. 

At the Iqaluit Legion, 
manager John Graham said 
there was a lot of fast-flowing 
information to process from 
the territorial and federal gov-
ernments, which the Legion's 
board would have to review 
and act on.

"We hear lots of announce-
ments on the television – the 
government seems committed 
to providing resources but, I 
mean, as of this hour we don't 
know how to access that yet," 
he said. "It's going to be on the 
to-do list." 

Not only are 36 full-time 
and part-time Legion staff 
affected, but daycares, cadets 
and other groups that bene-
fit youth and elders will lose 
their share of funding from 
the Legion's profits, Graham 
noted. 

He acknowledged that the 
number of patrons at the Legion 
had dropped substantially over 
the past few weeks as concern 
over COVID-19 grew. 

Milan Mrdjenovich, owner 
of the Chartroom sports 
lounge, couldn't be reached for 
comment. However, he posted 
a tweet on March 18 that ref-
erenced the pandemic and a 
March 17 break-in at his Iqaluit 
business.

"Due to last night's robbery 

at the Chartroom, as well as 
the current situation with the 
Coronavirus, we have decided 
to shut the Chartroom down 
until further notice," Mrdjeno-
vich wrote on Twitter.

Despite the uncertainty of 
the moment, Sullivan expressed 
optimism that this bleak period 
will pass and a rebound will 
occur.

"We want our staff to know 

that, as a company, we're not 
going anywhere," he said. 
"We've been here for 50 years. 
We will be back and we'll be 
stronger than ever."

Among the $82-billion 
financial aid package that the 
federal government announced 
last week in response to 
COVID-19 was the extension 
of the Work Sharing Program 
to 76 weeks. This program pro-

vides employment insurance 
benefits "to workers who agree 
to reduce their normal working 
hour as a result of develop-
ments beyond the control of 
their employers," according to 
the Government of Canada.

There's also a 10 per cent 
wage subsidy lasting up to 
three months, up to a max-
imum of $1,375 per employee 
and $25,000 per employer. 

The Business Development 
Bank of Canada and Export 
Development Canada have 
been given $10 billion in credit 
targeted at small and medium-
sized businesses. 

The new Indigenous Com-
munity Support Fund consists 
of $305 million to address 
immediate needs in Inuit, First 
Nations and Metis commun-
ities. 

More than 100 staff laid off at Iqaluit bars and restaurants

Rajnesh Sharma/NNSL photo

the Storehouse Bar and Grill, the Legion and the Chart Room were forced to shut down by March 20 due to Nunavut's public health emergency precipitated by 
the coronavirus COVID-19. 

ᓯᕐᓗᐊᖅ ᐃᒥᕐᕕᒃ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᒐᕝᕕᒃ, ᓖᔾᔭᓐ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓵᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᕈᓯᐊ ᐃᓚᒋᔭᐅᕗᑦ ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓂ ᐃᒥᕐᕕᓂᑦ ᒪᑐᔭᕆᐊᖃᖅᑎᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᓂ ᒫᔾᔨ 20–ᒥ ᐱᔾᔪᑎᖃᖅᑐᒧᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᐃᓄᓕᒫᓄᑦ 
ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᙱᑦᑐᓕᕆᓂᕐᒥ ᑐᐊᕕᕐᓇᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐱᑎᑕᐅᔪᒥ ᑯᕉᓇ ᖁᐱᕐᕈᐃᑦ ᐊᐃᑦᑐᐃᓐᓇᖅᑐᑦ  ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓇᖅ-19–ᒥ.

by Derek Neary
 Northern News Services

Iqaluit

COVID-19 stunts hospitality industry
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Canadian North reduces schedule
Change due to drop in passenger demand

photo courtesy of Canadian North

Canadian North has cut flights across the NWT and Nunavut due to lower passenger demand as the risk 
from COVID-19 escalates.

ᑲᓇᐃᑎᐊᓐ ᓄᐊᑦ ᐅᓄᙱᓐᓂᖅᓴᐅᑎᑦᑎᕗᑦ ᖃᖓᑕᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᓄᓇᑦᓯᐊᕐᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᐱᔾᔪᑎᖃᖅᑐᒥ ᐊᑦᑎᖕᓂᖅᓴᐅᔪᒥ ᐃᑭᒪᔪᓄᑦ 
ᐱᔪᒪᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐅᓗᕆᐊᓇᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓇᖅ-19–ᒥ ᐊᖏᒡᓕᕙᓪᓕᐊᑎᓪᓗᒍ

Canadian North is 
reducing its number of 
flights due to lower passenger 
demand in the face of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Effective March 18, flights 
on the airline's main routes 
including Ottawa-Iqaluit 
and Edmonton-Yellowknife-
Inuvik were reduced to once 
per day, although Canadian 
North may discontinue pas-
senger service one to three 
days per week.

For smaller community 
routes, passenger service will 
only be offered every second 
day, instead of daily, unless 
demand warrants additional 
flights.

Trans-territorial flights 
between Yellowknife, Ran-
kin Inlet and Iqaluit will be 
offered twice weekly instead 
of four times.

This new schedule will 
be in effect for seven days 
and then reviewed, the airline 
stated. Passengers booked 
to fly based on the former 
schedule will be automatic-
ally rebooked to the next 
available flight and will be 
notified of those details, the 
airline stated.

"Canadian North and all 
other airlines are experien-
cing a sudden and signifi-
cant decrease in passenger 
demand. This represents a 
severe reduction in the rev-
enue that we rely on to oper-
ate our business," stated Chris 
Avery, Canadian North's 
president and CEO in a news 
release issued March 17.

Avery said the airline is 
turning to the federal and 
territorial governments to 
"ensure that they are aware of 
the severity of this situation 
and prepared to provide us 
with the flexibility and sup-
port we urgently require."

In addition to the cancel-
lation of numerous confer-
ences and events – including 
the Arctic Winter Games in 
Whitehorse – due to concerns 
over COVID-19, communities 
such as Iqaluit, Cambridge 
Bay, Coral Harbour and Iglu-
lik have requested that non-
essential travel be stopped at 
this time, Avery noted. 

Non-essential duty travel 
for government workers is on 
hold everywhere. 

Public health authorities 
are also advising the pub-
lic to stay home as much as 
possible and keep a distance 
of approximately two metres 
from others to avoid spread-
ing the virus.

Canadian North will shift 
its priority to freight trans-
portation and it committed 
to "maintain current levels 
of capacity on all routes with 
the flexibility to increase if 
required. We will also pre-
pare to prioritize freight ser-
vice to communities without 
road connections if neces-
sary."

Canadian North is also 
allowing passengers sched-
uled to fly before April 30 
to modify or cancel their 
reservations without a fee, 
although non-refundable 
fares will be treated as a trav-
el credit voucher valid for 
one year.

by Derek Neary 
Northern News Services

Nunavut
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amazing on-the-land stories ᑲᔾᔮᕐᓇᖅᑐᓂᒃ ᓄᓇᒥ ᐅᓂᒃᑳᑦ

On the land
Do you have an amazing story 

from your adventures on the land? 
Tell us your story and show us your 
photos for a chance to win $100. 

Submit your story and photo 
to our Nunavut News Facebook 
page, editor@nunavutnews.com, or 
by mail to Nunavut News, PO Box 
28, Iqaluit, NU, X0A 0H0. 

Entries will be placed on our 

Facebook page. They may also 
appear in this newspaper and other 
Northern News Services publica-
tions. 

The story and photo with the 
most combined likes and shares at 
the end of the week wins.

This week's winner is Jack 
Allakariallak.

Congratulations!

WINNEr: JACk 
AllAkArIAllAk 

Iqaluit
I was cutting up a seal at the suv-
vaq outside of Iqaluit – January 
19, 2020.

ᐊᑭᓯᔪᖅ:  
ᔮᒃ ᐊᓚᒃᑲᕆᐊᓪᓚᒃ

ᐃᖃᓗᐃᑦ
ᐱᓚᒃᑐᐃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖓ ᓇᑦᑎᕐᒥ ᓱᕝᕙᕐᒥ 
ᐃᖃᓗᐃᑦ ᓯᓚᑖᓂ– ᔭᓄᐊᕆ 19, 
2020.

ThErESA NIAkrOk 
Rankin Inlet

My panik Kaya qaqayuq to the owl, sitting with my sister 
listening and singing along to ukpik and raven song. 

ᑎᕇᓴ ᓂᐊᖁᖅ
ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᖅ

ᐸᓂᒐ ᑳᔭ ᖃᖃᕗᖅ ᐅᒃᐱᒡᔪᐊᒧᑦ, ᐃᒃᓯᕚᖃᑎᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᐊᖓᔪᓐᓂ 
ᓈᓚᒃᖢᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᙱᖅᖢᓂ ᐅᒃᐱᒃ ᐊᒻᒪ ᑐᓗᒐᕐᒥ ᐃᙱᐅᓯᕐᒥ. 

ISAbEll MICkIyUk  
Sanikiluaq

Traditional women's uluit, used for many purposes to this day. Photo taken March 12, 2020.

ᐃᓴᐱᐅᓪ ᒥᑭᔪᖅ
ᓴᓂᑭᓗᐊᖅ

ᐱᖅᑯᓯᑐᖃᖅᑎᒍᑦ ᐊᕐᓇᐅᑉ ᐅᓗᐃᑦ, ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᕙᒃᑐᑦ ᐊᒥᓱᓄᑦ ᐱᔾᔪᑕᐅᔪᓄᑦ ᐅᓪᓗᒥᒧᑦ ᑎᑭᖦᖢᒍ. ᐊᔾᔨᓕᐅᖅᑕᐅᔪᖅ ᒫᔾᔨ 
12, 2020–ᒥ.

hOlly ANN  
Taloyoak

Near Taloyoak, NU. This picture was taken to show the meaning 
of life. Fire, water, (snow) and earth. March 4, 2020.

ᕼᐋᓕ ᐋᓐ
ᑕᓗᕐᔪᐊᖅ

ᑕᓗᕐᔪᐊᖅ, ᓄᓇᕗᑦ ᖃᓂᒋᔭᖓᓂ. ᐅᓇ ᐊᔾᔨᓕᐅᖅᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ 
ᑕᑯᒃᓴᐅᑎᑦᑎᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐃᓅᓯᐅᑉ ᑐᑭᖓᓂ. ᐃᑯᐊᓚᔪᖅ, ᐃᒪᖅ, (ᐊᐳᑦ) ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᓄᓇᒥᑦ. ᒫᔾᔨ 4, 2020.
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Elders joined students in Kugluktuk in late February to 
celebrate Pink Shirt Day, which sends a message that bullying 
is not OK. 

Students put on performances to promote kindness and 
acceptance and then went outside and joined hands in a large 
circle. 

ᐃᓐᓇᑐᖃᐃᑦ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑎᓪᓗ ᑲᑎᑎᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᖁᕐᓗᒃᑑᒥ 
ᕕᕗᐊᕆ ᐃᓱᓕᑉᐸᓪᓕᐊᓕᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᖁᕕᐊᓱᒍᑎᖃᖅᖢᑎᒃ ᐊᐅᐸᔮᖅᑐᓂᒃ 
ᐅᕕᓂᕈᖅᓯᒪᓐᓇᒥ, ᑐᓴᖅᑎᑦᑎᒍᑎ ᐱᑦᓯᐊᖃᑦᑕᖏᓐᓂᖅ ᐊᓯᖕᓂᒃ 
ᐱᐅᖏᑦᑑᓂᖓᓄᑦ.

ᐱᑦᓯᐊᖃᑦᑕᐅᑎᓂᕐᒥᒃ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑎᑦ ᖁᕕᐊᓱᒍᑎᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ 
ᐃᓚᒋᔭᐅᑦᓯᐊᖁᔨᓂᕐᒧᓪᓗ ᓯᓚᒧᐊᖅᖢᑎᒡᓗ ᐊᒡᒐᒥᒍᑦ ᑕᓯᐅᖅᖢᑎᒃ 
ᐊᖕᒪᓗᖅᓯᓯᒪᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ

Promoting kindness

ᐱᑦᓯᐊᖃᑦᑕᐅᑎᖁᔨᓂᖅ

throatsingers Aislyn and Jessamine Bolt perform for students and other spectators during Pink Shirt Day 
in Kugluktuk. 

Elders Mark taletok, Anissa Novoligak, Joe Gra-
ham Novoligak, Laura Kohoktak, Martha Taletok 
and Jack Ovilok were on hand to help reinforce the 
message of kindness.

the pink shirts bear words of reassurance such 
as "We've got your back" and "Pittiarluhi: Be kind, 
just because." 

ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑎᑦ ᐊᖕᒪᓗᖅᓯᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᐊᒡᒐᒥᒍᑦ ᑕᓯᐅᖅᖢᑎᒃ ᑲᑐᔾᔨᖃᑎᒌᖕᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᓯᓚᑖᓂ ᔨᒥ ᕼᒃᑯᐊᒃ ᐃᓕᓴᕐᕕᖓᑕ ᖁᓪᓗᕐᑑᒥ.

ᕿᐊᕐᕚᑎ ᐊᐃᔅᓕᓐ ᐊᒻᒪ ᔩᓴᒥᓐ ᐴᑦ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑎᓄᑦ ᕿᐊᕐᕚᕆᐊᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᐊᓯᖏᓐᓄᓪᓗ ᐊᐅᐸᔮᖅᑐᒥᒃ ᐅᕕᓂᕈᖅᓯᒪᓐᓇᐅᑎᓪᓗᒍ 
ᖁᕐᓗᖅᑑᒥ.

Mother and daughter Carolyn 
and Martina Okheena form the "i" 
in the word kind at Jimmy Hikok 
Ilihakvik in Kugluktuk.

ᐃᓐᓇᑐᖃᐃᑦ ᒫᒃ ᑕᓕᕈᒃ, ᐊᓂᓴ ᓄᕙᓕᖓᒃ, ᔫ ᒍᕌᒻ 
ᓄᕙᓕᖓᒃ, ᓗᐊᕋ ᑯᕼᐅᒃᑕᒃ, ᒫᑕ ᑕᓕᕈᒃ ᐊᒻᒪ ᔮᒃ 
ᑯᕕᓗᒃ ᐃᑲᔪᕆᐊᖅᓯᒪᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ ᑐᓴᖅᑎᑦᑎᒍᑎᖃᖅᖢᑎᒃ 
ᐃᒃᐱᖕᓇᑦᓯᐊᖅᑐᒥᒃ ᖁᕕᐊᓇᖅᑐᒥᒃ.

ᐊᐅᐸᔮᖅᑐᓂᒃ ᐅᕕᓂᕈᖅᓯᒪᓐᓇᐅᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᐃᒪᓐᓇ 
ᐅᖃᐅᑎᔭᐅᑦᓯᐊᕐᓂᖅ "ᐃᑲᔪᕐᓂᐊᖅᐳᒍᑦ ᐃᓕᑦᓯᖕᓂᒃ" ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐱᑦᓯᐊᕐᓗᕼᐃ: ᐱᑦᓯᐊᖃᑦᑕᐅᑎᖃᑦᑕᕐᓗᓯ, ᓱᖁᑕᐅᖏᒻᒪᑦ."

Northern News Services

ᐊᓈᓇᒌᒃ ᐸᓂᒌᒃ ᑭᐅᕋᓚᓐ ᐊᒻᒪ ᒪᑎᓇ 
ᐅᒃᕼᐃᓇ "ᐅᕙᖔᓚᓯᒪᔪᒥᒃ ᖃᓪᓗᓈᑎᑐᑦ 
i ᐱᑦᓯᐊᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᑐᑭᓕᒃ ᑕᑯᒃᓴᐅᑎᑕᐅᔪᑦ 
ᔨᒥ ᕼᐃᑯᒃ ᐃᓕᓴᕐᕕᖓᓂ ᖁᕐᓗᖅᑑᒥ.

aNTI-BULLyING 
 Feature

by Naomi Tremblay
Kugluktukᑕᑯᔭᒃᓴᐃᑦ

photo story ᓄphoto stories

Students form a big circle and join hands in unity against bullying outside 
Jimmy Hikok Ilihakvik in Kugluktuk.
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Law students build an iglu
Iqaluit

Law students participated in an iglu building workshop in 
Iqaluit on March 13. Over the past few months, students from 
Nunavut's Law Program have been learning various survival 
skills with Polar Outfitting, an adventure company in Iqaluit.

Learning survival skills "helps reflect the territory we're 
learning in and it brings our class together as a team," explained 
Stephen Mansell, Northern director of the Nunavut Law Pro-
gram.

This time, Polar Outfitting took the law students out on 
land to build an igloo with instructor Jacopoosie Tiglik. The 
students spend all day learning how to cut and shape blocks 
for an iglu.

It was also a create opportunity for students to get outside of 
the "stressful" classroom environment, said Mansell.

– Rajnesh Sharma

Ittaq asks public about 
Clyde River's research priorities

Kangiqtugaapik/Clyde River
Ittaq conducted a two-day survey in Clyde River to identify 

the community's local research priorities. Kangiqtugaapingmiut 
were given the opportunity to express what community issues 
and research projects should be addressed in Clyde River.

The survey, which began on March 12, was held at the 
Northern store.

After completing the survey, participants were able to enter 
a draw for three prizes. The winners were announced on March 
13. Eema Kautuk received one month of paid internet. Alice 
Erkloo won a $200 Northern Store gift card, while Kimberly 
Hainnu was offered 45 gallons of gas.

– Rajnesh Sharma

Iqaluit's Toonik Tyme festival 
cancelled due to COVID-19 

Iqaluit
The annual Toonik Tyme festival has been cancelled due to 

coronavirus concerns.
"It is out of an abundance of caution and with much dis-

appointment, that the board of 123 Go! has decided to cancel 
this year's event in light of the COVID-19 virus," read a state-
ment from the Toonik Tyme organizers on March 14.

The number one priority is keeping the community healthy, 
stated the news release.

The 55th Toonik Tyme festival was scheduled from April 9 

to 19, 2020 in Iqaluit. The festival is a celebration of Inuit trad-
itions and the return of spring, bringing together people from 
all around Nunavut to play traditional games and participate in 
various sporting events. 

The Toonik Tyme hockey tournament is one of the many 
events that take place during this celebration.

Jonny Ehaloak, president of Iqaluit Hockey League, said, 
"the cancellation of the tournament is disappointing as it is 
always a fun event, but safety of players and fans comes first.

"There will always be next year for the tournament and 
everyone understands that," he added.

Sheena Machmer, along with other Pangnirtung community 
members, has been working hard to raise funds for the minor 
hockey league to attend Toonik Tyme.

"There's nothing we can do, it's better to be safe than sorry," 
she said in response to the cancellation.

Machmer said the plans are to continue raising funds, but 
now for next year's Toonik Tyme.

Iqaluit Mayor Kenny Bell said it was important to cancel the 
festival despite the financial impacts for the city.

"Shutting down and making these precautions is really 
important, even though, let's say, it is going to be a huge finan-
cial debt to the capital," Bell said.

He trusts the Government of Canada will provide as much 
support as possible to the citizens of Iqaluit.

– Rajnesh Sharma

Cape Dorset joins  
other communities in  
discouraging visitors

Kinngait/Cape Dorset
The Hamlet of Cape Dorset is asking anyone considering 

travel to the community to reconsider.
Municipal staff travel has been cancelled and Cape Dorset's 

mayor and council are encouraging those inbound to postpone 
due to concerns over COVID-19.

Teleconferences and video-conferences are recommended 
as alternatives to in-person meetings.

The Hamlet is also reassessing community programs that 
involve "significant gatherings of people" on a case-by-case 
basis, an advisory released on Wednesday indicates.

"This response is based on our concern for the health of the 
community and particularly the elders and those with compro-
mised immune systems who are most at risk in the event of 
infection," Mayor Timoon Toonoo stated. 

"It's important that we do whatever we can to prevent the 
spread of COVID-19 to our community. Cape Dorset's vulner-

able population groups are most at risk including elders, those 
living in crowded living situation and the homeless. We must 
do what we can now to protect them."

Iqaluit, Cambridge Bay, Iglulik and Coral Harbour have 
all called for non-essential travel to their communities to be 
stopped because of COVID-19.

– Derek Neary

Justice department suspends court 
circuit travel until June

Nunavut
There will be no Nunavut Court of Justice proceedings in 

communities outside Iqaluit until June 1.
Chief Justice Neil Sharkey gave that direction on Friday 

based on the recommendation of Nunavut's chief medical offi-
cer of health, according to Jessica Young, director of policy and 
planning for the Department of Justice.

Given the "extreme fluidity of this situation, cancelling at 
this point is the most responsible option," Young stated in refer-
ence to the risk posed by the coronavirus COVID-19.

The court circuit for criminal and civil cases in communi-
ties outside of Iqaluit is expected to resume as of June 1, Young 
added.

Jury trials scheduled in the interim are also suspended with 
further determination expected to be made on May 4.

Criminal court was previously scheduled to be held in Pond 
Inlet Monday and civil court on Tuesday. Arviat, Cambridge 
Bay and Kimmirut were previously set for court proceedings 
at the end of this month.

– Derek Neary

Kugluktuk Co-op making deliveries
Kugluktuk

The Kugluktuk Co-op wants is doing their part to flatten 
the curve and protect those most vulnerable amid COVID-19 
concerns.

"Starting Thursday March 19 until April 1, for any of our 
Elders over the age of 65, we will come to you and pick up your 
grocery list and shop for you," reads a news release issued by 
Derek Power, manager at Kugluktuk Co-op.

"Once completed your order will be charged to your Co-op 
account and delivered to you. Our driver will be out for these 
special deliveries Tuesday and Thursday afternoons each 
week. This will help self isolation during these trying times, 
helping keep our community safe and healthy."

Elders in need of this service can call 1 (867) 982-4231.
– Rita Pigalak, Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Around Nunavut
∂´êÄ∏∂Ò ¥∂fl±´

Phone: (867) 979-5990 email: editor@nunavutnews.com fax: (867) 979-6010

photo courtesy of Stephen Mansell

TEAM bUIlDINg WITh AN IglU
Students of the Nunavut Law Program, along with instructor Jakoposie Tiglik and Polar Outfitting staff, built an iglu in Iqaluit on March 13. The group learned survival 
skills that helped bring the class together as a team, as well as giving an opportunity to get out of the stressful classroom environment.

ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑏᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᒪᓕᒐᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᔪᒥ, ᐃᓚᖃᖅᖢᑎᒃ ᐃᓕᓴᐃᔨᐅᔪᒥ ᔭᐃᑯᐴᓯ ᑎᒡᓕᖕᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ ᐊᐅᓪᓛᕈᔾᔨᔨᓂᑦ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑎᖏᓐᓂ, ᐃᒡᓗᕕᒐᓕᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ 
ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓂ ᒫᔾᔨ 13−ᒥ. ᑲᑎᙵᓂᐅᔪᑦ ᐃᓕᑦᑎᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᐆᒪᓇᓱᐊᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐊᔪᙱᓐᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᐃᑲᔪᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᐊᕈᓯᕐᒥ ᑲᑎᖃᑎᒌᖕᓂᖏᓐᓂ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗᑦᑕᐅᖅ ᐱᕕᒃᓴᖃᑦᑎᐊᕚᓘᓪᓗᓂ 
ᐊᓂᓂᕐᒥ 'ᐊᒃᓱᕈᕐᓇᖅᑐᒥ' ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᐊᕈᓯᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᕙᑎᖓᓐᓂ.
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The suspensions, re-schedulings and can-
cellations due to the spread of coronavirus 
(COVID-19) haven't passed by the North.

News of the cancellation of the 2020 Arc-
tic Winter Games (AWG) in Whitehorse left 
many an athlete brokenhearted across the 
region.

It also left their coaches, who had put in so 
much time and energy in preparation for the 
Games, deeply disappointed over missing the 
Games and deeply concerned over how the 
cancellation may affect their young athletes.

Team Nunavut bantam hockey coach David 
Clark said telling his 14-year-old son he wasn't 
going to be playing at the AWG was one of the 
hardest things he ever had to do.

He said he also felt bad for the kids who 
only had one chance to play in the AWG and 
that was this year in Whitehorse.

"If you had told me when the AWG were 
cancelled that in a week's time the NHL, 
NBA, MLB and Hockey Canada would all be 
shut down, I would have laughed in your face," 
said Clark.

"But, this is the world we live in and pre-
cautions had to be taken against this bug.

"You never think about something like this 
until it happens and you hate to see so many 
deserving kids negatively affected by it.

"But when entire countries are shutting 
down because of this, then, obviously, the 
proper precautions have to be put in place 
to keep it from getting out of control in our 
country."

Kailee Karlik, 17, of Rankin Inlet was 
looking forward to representing Nunavut for a 
second and final time on the junior girls vol-
leyball court when she got news the games had 
been cancelled.

She said the news of the cancellation left 
her devastated.

"It hit our whole team hard," said Karlik. 
"We were all messaging each other on Face-
book's Messenger and everyone was upset 
because our team was so strong this year.

"We had practiced with each other for a 
long time and we were ready for the Games.

"We really had a good chance to take a 
medal this year."

Karlik said she fully understands the 
Games were cancelled for safety reasons with 
so many people about to gather in one area 
either to play or watch one sport.

She said that didn't make the news any less 
devastating, especially coming only a week 
before the games were set to begin.

"We were going to start a sort of Rankin 
Winter Games and we were all looking for-
ward to that, but it had to be cancelled too.

"The Nunavut territory has such a small 
population, but we were all so ready for the 
games.

"It was such a small group, but everyone 
helped each other.

"It's really good to see people supporting 
each other, so I still see us as winners."

Arviat's Drew Bell was getting ready to 
launch his seemingly biennial assault on the 
Arctic sports competition when he got the 

news.
"It's really unfortunate and I feel bad that 

a lot of athletes are missing out on an event at 
the Games," said Bell. 

Bell currently holds several AWG records, 
including the open male one-hand reach which 
he set at 170.2 cm at the previous Games in 
Fort Smith and the triple jump record which 
he set at 11.49 metres in Greenland in 2016. 

The 34-year-old athlete has been special-

izing his training regime since the end of the 
last Games, with a focus on the two-foot high 
jump. He was hoping to make a record attempt 
in Whitehorse but now he wonders if his win-
dow has passed.

"It is disappointing because I'm at a very 
high fitness level and I'm at the tail end of a 
peak in my training," said Bell. 

"But I understand it's a factor that's out of 
my control."

Athletes talk of missing out 

Darrell Greer/NNSL photo

Sandy tattuinee of rankin Inlet displays the Team Nunavut hockey jersey he dreamed of wearing at the 2020 Arctic 
Winter Games in Whitehorse, yukon, which were cancelled earlier this month due to the spread of the coronavirus 
(COVID-19).

ᓵᓐᑎ ᑕᑦᑐᐃᓂ ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥᐅᑕᖅ ᑕᑯᒃᓴᐅᑎᑦᑎᕗᖅ ᐱᙳᐊᖅᑎᓄᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᕼᐋᑭᒧᑦ ᐊᑎᒋᖓᓂ ᐊᑐᕈᒪᓚᐅᖅᑕᖓᓂ 2020–ᒥ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ 
ᐅᑭᐅᒃᑯᑦ ᐱᙳᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐅᐊᐃᑦᕼᐅᐊᔅ, ᔫᑳᓐᒥ, ᓄᖅᑲᖅᑎᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ ᑕᖅᑭᐅᑉ ᐱᒋᐊᕐᓂᐸᓗᐊᓂ ᐱᔾᔪᑎᖃᖅᑐᒥ ᐊᐃᑦᑐᐃᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᑯᕉᓇ ᖁᐱᕐᕈᐃᑦ 
ᐊᐃᑦᑐᐃᓐᓇᖅᑐᑦ  (ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓇᖅ-19–ᒥ)

by Darrell Greer and Cody Punter
 Northern News Services

Kivalliq

Hockey is over 
Iqaluit 

With COVID-19 wreaking havoc around the world, 
groups and associations are shutting down to prevent any sort 
of spread.

That includes hockey and with Hockey Canada announ-
cing the cessation of all activities – games, practices, meet-

ings – leagues and associations around Nunavut have fol-
lowed suit. Hockey Nunavut announced on March 13 that all 
on-ice functions involving minor hockey are not to be held 
until further notice. 

The Iqaluit Hockey League also cancelled the remainder 
of its playoffs on March 14 after a recommendation from the 
territory's chief medical officer and the city. 

The Toonik Tyme Cup senior men's tournament, which 
was scheduled for April, has also been shut down for this 
season.

No more curling either 
Iqaluit 

Curling is another sport bitten by the COVID-19 bug as 
the Iqaluit Curling Club cancelled the remainder of its busi-
ness for this season on March 16. 

All of the programming has affected, including the Little 
Rocks and junior programs. Members who had gear of any 
sort at the club went to the club on March 17 to pick it all up.

The club was hopeful it would return to action in the fall.

Oh and soccer, too 
Nunavut 

The annual pilgrimage of soccer teams from the territory 
to Yellowknife will have to wait for at least one more year. 
COVID-19 forced the cancellation of Junior and Senior Super 
Soccer in the NWT capital. The decision was made on March 
12 by the organizers.

Tobi Taylor-Dusome, president of the NWT Schools Ath-
letics Federation, which helps organize the tournaments each 
year, said the decision was made with the safety of those 
travelling in from small communities in mind.

SPORTS
Check

with James McCarthy
email: sports@nnsl.com

SportS hotline • JameS mccarthy
phone: (867) 873-4031 • email: sports@nnsl.com • Fax: (867) 873-8507

Sports & recreation

Arctic Winter Games cancellation devastates athletes and coaches in Kivalliq region
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And so with the cancellation of the NWT 
Track and Field Championships, there goes my 
favourite trip of the year.

Whoops ... shouldn't complain too much. 
People don't like it when I whine about that 
sort of stuff.

Anyway, I'm slowly coming around to the 
cancellation of events. I was in the corner of 
some who said this was totally unnecessary 
and an over-reaction but I understand. I get 
why it has to be done. I don't have to like it but 
I understand.

Most people I've spoken to have told me it's 
the right thing to do and maybe it is. Maybe 
we'll be able to weather the storm better than 
other places. Maybe we'll steer clear of the 
virus altogether. That's a pipe dream because 
it's not a matter of if but when for COVID-19.

 There won't be a spot on this planet that 

isn't affected and we will be at some point.
I won't tell you who I blame because I'll be 

called all sorts of names. 
Now that we know what won't be happen-

ing, it's time to focus on what should happen 
once the worst is over. We know the worst will 
pass, much like any other threat 
we've had to civilization. We 
will adapt and we will overcome 
because that's what we do best 
as upright people. 

There may be no Super Soc-
cer but there should be some-
thing that happens for those 
players who will miss out. Many 
of them were to go to Whitehorse for the Arc-
tic Winter Games but that carpet was pulled 
out from beneath their feet on the cusp of the 
start. They're then told no Super Soccer. No 
hockey. No curling. No more fun of any kind. 

Well, now what do we do?
I also hark back to something I was once 

told by Lorne Kusugak in 2013. He told me 
in an interview that maybe an Arctic Summer 
Games needs to happen due to the possibility 
of the AWG international committee consid-

ering a cull of some div-
isions within certain sports. 

It sounds odd because 
we're so used to the Arctic 
Winter Games but why not? 
You can keep a lot of the 
same sports already on the 
schedule – futsal, basket-
ball, volleyball, traditional 

games etc. - and add some others like track and 
field, canoe/kayak, judo. Hey, archery could 
make its debut then, couldn't it?

We were going to spend the money in 
Whitehorse, anyway, so why not spend it on a 

summer games instead for 2021? Sure, it's too 
soon, I can hear you say but there is enough 
time if we get the ball rolling now. If you told 
the athletes who missed out on Whitehorse that 
there may be another opportunity to represent 
their territory/state/country, you don't think 
they wouldn't jump to it?

One smart coach told me once upon a time 
that kids love the Arctic Winter Games. I know 
that. They would love the Arctic Summer 
Games as well. I would wager my third-born 
child on it.

No matter what happens, we need to sport 
the formaldehyde out of this place once every-
thing subsides. We need to get back to normal. 
Stay safe in the meantime, yes and make sure 
you look after those around you but the sun 
will come up tomorrow and there are good 
days ahead.

And that includes sports.

Once all this crap is over, we need 
to sport the hell out of this joint

Northern News Services

SPORTS
Talk

with James McCarthy

ᖁᕐᓗᖅᑑᑉ ᔮᓇᑕᓐ ᐃᕼᐅᒪᑕᖅ ᓴᐳᔾᔨᓇᓱᒃᐳᖅ ᐊᖅᓴᒥᒃ ᐃᓅᕕᖕᒥ ᐊᒪᕈᕐᓄᑦ ᐱᙳᐊᖅᑎᒥᑦ ᖁᑦᑎᖕᓂᓕᖕᓄᑦ 6–ᒥ ᓄᑲᑉᐱᐊᕐᓄᑦ ᐊᕕᒃᓯᒪᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᓵᓚᖃᕋᓱᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ 2019–ᒥ 
ᓄᑲᖅᖠᓄᑦ ᐊᕿᔭᕐᔪᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᓵᓚᖃᕋᓱᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᔭᓗᓇᐃᕝᒥ. ᖁᕐᓗᖅᑐᖅ ᐱᕕᒃᓴᖃᔾᔮᙱᓚᑦ ᓴᐳᔾᔨᓯᒪᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᑕᐃᒎᓯᖓᓐᓂ ᓵᓚᖃᕐᓂᕆᓚᐅᖅᑕᖏᓐᓂ ᓄᑲᖅᖠᓄᑦ ᐊᑭᔭᕐᔪᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ – ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐊᖓᔪᒃᖠᓄᑦ ᐊᕿᔭᕐᔪᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᖅ – ᓄᖅᑲᖅᑎᑕᐅᓯᒪᕗᑦ.

NNSL file photo 

Kugluktuk's Jonathon Ihumatak tries to shield the ball from an Inuvik Wolves player during Grade 6 boys division playoff action at the 2019 Junior Super Soccer 
tournament in yellowknife. Kugluktuk won't get the chance to defend their title that they won last year this year as Junior Super Soccer – and Senior Super Soc-
cer – have been cancelled.



18  nunavutnews.com, Monday, March 23, 2020 kNKu W?9oxJ5, N[Z/su, ᒫµ5y 23, 2020

sports & recreation Îé¯≤ú & ÄÎÖ∏ÙÄÕÍ≤Ò

The threat of Coronavirus 
(COVID-19) caused the 2020 Arctic 
Winter Games to be cancelled but 
the next Arctic Winter Games in 
Wood Buffalo, Alta., is already gear-
ing up for 2022.

"Our community is very excit-
ed to host the AWG again," said 
Michelle Toner, director of market-
ing and public relations for Wood 
Buffalo's Arctic Winter Games host 
society."We like to do things at a 
high level and we want to make sure 
the experience for the athletes are 
second to none. We like to have the 
razzle-dazzle." 

Wood Buffalo is a regional 
municipality which includes Fort 
McMurray and surrounding Indigen-
ous communities of Anzac, Fort 
McKay Conklin, Janvier and Fort 
Chipewyan.

Wood Buffalo was one of two 
potential host societies that put for-
ward bids for the 2022 AWG, the 
other being Grand Prairie.

Ian Legaree, the technical direc-
tor for the Arctic Winter Games 
international committee, said trying 
to pick between the two commun-
ities was difficult given how well 
prepared they both were.

"It was one of the harder deci-
sions I've been involved in," he said.

The region last hosted the games 
in 2004. The region has grown a 
lot since then and it has even added 
some new state of the art facilities to 
its arsenal. The most impressive of 
those is the Suncor Leisure Centre, 
which opened in 2008, where the 
majority of events will be held.

"Our community has changed a 
great deal since 2004. It's not the 
same place it was 16 years ago so 
we're really excited to having people 
come here," said Toner.

Wood Buffalo has been busy get-
ting ready since it was awarded the 

Games in the winter of 2019. It 
has already secured funding for the 
event. 

According to Toner, the muni-
cipality has committed upwards of 
$4 million for capital costs, while 
the provincial government is going 
to contribute $1.8 million. The host 
society is also in the early stages 
of establishing a sponsorship com-
munity and it has secured a grant 
from Sport Canada but the amount 
remains to be disclosed.

In preparation for 2022, the com-
munity has established a board of 
directors last summer and they have 
also hired Kim Rizzi as the Games' 
general manager. 

Toner said Rizzi first came to 
community in the capacity of gen-
eral manager for the 2015 Western 
Canada Summer Games. In addition 
to that experience, she was the gen-
eral manager for 2002 Arctic Winter 
Games in Iqaluit, as well as previ-
ously being the CEO for Canadian 
Deaf Sport.

"Knowing the community is real-
ly by far one of Kim's biggest assets. 
Knowing who's who, just sets some-
one off on a track that is far ahead of 
someone else," Toner said. 

Toner said the host society hopes 
to put the "Wood Buffalo touch" on 
the Games. 

One of the things it plans to 

do is include some of the smaller 
rural Indigenous communities in the 
Games.

"We really want to educate people 
about the rich cultural history of the 
Wood Buffalo area so that people 
understand the we're not just one 
location," she said.

Although it has been a while 
since the region has organized the 
Games, Wood Buffalo has hosted 
several large-scale multi-sport events 
in recent years, most notably the 
2015 Western Canada Summer 
Games and the 2018 Alberta Winter 
Games.

Toner said because Wood Buffalo 
has hosted several large multi-sport 

events over the past few years, they 
have a dedicated and well-informed 
volunteer base.

"Something about this region 
that not many people know is that 
it is very giving both in terms of 
time and money," said Toner. "Three 
years down the road, you see people 
still proudly wearing their volunteer 
gear."

Being prepared for unpredictable 
weather is also something the host 
society is taking into consideration.

"In 2004, it was very warm and 
there were stories of how they had 
to truck in snow. In 2018, it was so 
cold, we almost had to cancel some 
events," said Toner.

Region, which last hosted the Games in 2004, 
has added several new facilities since then

photo courtesy of Wood Buffalo 2012 Host Society

youth take part in an AWG rally in Wood Buffalo to celebrate the awarding of the Games to the region. Wood Buffalo is set to 
host the biennial event in 2022.

ᒪᒃᑯᒃᑐᑦ ᐃᓚᐅᖃᑕᐅᕗᑦ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ ᐅᑭᐅᒃᑯᑦ ᐱᙳᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᑲᑎᖃᑎᒌᖕᓂᐅᔪᒥ Wood Buffalo–ᒥ ᖁᕕᐊᓱᒍᑎᖃᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᑐᓂᓯᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐱᙳᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᓂ 
ᐊᕕᒃᑐᖅᓯᒪᓂᐅᔪᓄᑦ. Wood Buffalo ᑲᒪᒋᔭᖃᓛᖅᐳᑦ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᑦ ᒪᕐᕉᒃ ᐊᓂᒍᕌᖓᑦ ᖃᓄᐃᓐᓂᐅᔪᒥ 2022–ᒥ.

by Cody Punter 
 Northern News Services

wood Buffalo, alta.

Wood Buffalo getting ready 
for 2022 Arctic Winter Games
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