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NWT senator calls for 
colleague's ejection

"I don't think people are cognizant of how much racism you run into as an Indigenous person."
– NWT senator Margaret Dawn Anderson says controversial Senator Lynn Beyak, should be expelled, page 4.

The NWT
has most 
expensive 
electricity

Yk mayor 
'shocked' 
housing 
project fell 
through

Tipping the scales 
on Great Slave Lake

Bethany Ly really didn't want to go fishing during the Labour Day Classic last year, but 
when she snagged this guy near Mosher Island outside Yellowknife on Great Slave Lake, 
she was hooked for the rest of the day. Enter our People of NWT photo contest for your 
changes to win $100. See details on page 3.

photo courtesy of Bethany Ly

Lynn Beyak was suspended for making a speech supportive of residential schools
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Proponents of a proposal to con-
vert Yellowknife's Arnica Inn into 
transitional housing for women are 
disappointed it has been denied mil-
lions in federal funding.

The Yellowknife Women's Soci-
ety's $2.25 million plan, which has 
been in the works since April 2019, 
would have added 42 transitional 
housing units to support the estimat-
ed 338 Yellowknife residents experi-
encing homelessness.

The plan fell through when the 
Canada Mortgage and Housing Cor-
poration (CMHC) pulled support, 
citing concerns from the territorial 
government, Yellowknife Mayor Reb-
ecca Alty posted on Facebook Friday.

"I'm shocked and dismayed by the 
news," she wrote.

A GNWT spokesperson said Fri-
day afternoon that a housing depart-
ment official could not be made avail-
able to comment before News/North 
press deadline Friday afternoon.

"Obviously, we're super dis-
appointed," Yellowknife Women's 
Society executive director Bree Den-
ning said Feb. 21. "We were really 
hoping this would be a solution that 
would have over 40 people in housing 
pretty quickly."

Denning said the CMHC declined 
the society's proposal Feb. 14. 

Denning has a meeting with the 
Housing Corp. on Feb. 25. Without 
the support of NWT Housing Corpor-
ation, she said, its federal counterpart 

won't move forward.
Like Alty, she said the GNWT had 

made no indication to the women's 
society that it was against the propos-
al. Both learned of the government's 
apparent non-support of the project 
from the CMHC.

"We've been talking about the pro-
ject and writing letters to the minister 
and to key players on their end for 
almost a year now, and this is the first 
we heard that they're not supportive," 
Denning said.

Mayor Alty said in an interview 
Feb. 21 that she detailed her con-
cerns in an email to Housing Minister 
Paulie Chinna the day before. They 
included the NWT Housing Corpora-
tion's failure to contact the women's 
society to discuss its concerns, and a 
request for an explanation as to why 
the Housing Corporation ultimately 
decided to withhold its support.

In an interview, Alty asked wheth-
er the territorial government's role 
was inaction – meaning it didn't pro-
vide any verbal or written notice of 
support – or if they actively opposed 
it.

"Either way it looks like the pro-
ject's not going to happen," she said, 
noting her frustration that it didn't 
gain the go-ahead from the higher 
orders of government, but also sig-
nalling that she was hopeful Premier 
Caroline Cochrane would step in and 
ask the CMHC to reconsider.

Alty expressed frustration that the  
women's society was ready to create 
the housing process in short order, 
and wondered in her Facebook post 

whether the GNWT was prepared to 
fill the gap in the meantime.

She also encouraged residents 
sympathetic to the project to contact 
their MLAs. The application that was 
just turned down, meanwhile, took 
nine months. The owners of the hotel 
have already extended a deadline they 
set last July to March of this year.

"It's an opportunity we're going to 
lose to a tourism business," Denning 
said.

Sandra Turner, a northern hous-
ing specialist at CMHC, said that 
the society can resubmit the project 
for another evaluation, but first must 

"remedy some of the shortfalls in the 
application."

According to Denning, the cor-
poration has also expressed that it 
would like some of the Arnica's 
rooms to be made accessible, and for 
the energy efficiency of the building 
to be improved.

Turner said CMHC remains com-
mitted to helping community groups 
create affordable housing.

"Our support to this group ... is no 
exception," she said.

The application for funding sought 
$600,000 from the GNWT and $2.25 
million from the CMHC, Denning 

said. Those numbers increased to 
$650,000 and $4 million respect-
ively after a CMHC feasibility study 
tasked the society with renovating for 
accessibility and energy efficiency.

Denning said she is unsure of 
what the society's next steps ought 
to be.

"There's really no other building 
that meets that need," she said. "And a 
new build, from conception and fund-
ing, usually takes about five years to 
come to fruition. Whereas we have 
people on the streets right now that 
need this resource," she said.

"It's incredibly disappointing."

by Nick Pearce
Northern News Services

Somba K'e/Yellowknife

Yellowknife mayor 'shocked and dismayed' to learn GNWT didn't back housing project

CMHC denies Arnica Inn proposal

Nick Pearce/NNSL photo

The Arnica Inn is valued at $3 million. Yellowknife Mayor Rebecca Alty said Friday she is 
'shocked and dismayed' a federal Crown corporation turned down a funding request to convert 
the shuttered hotel to transitional housing for women.
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Did we get it wrong?
News/North is committed to getting facts and 

names right. With that goes a commitment to 
acknowledge mistakes and run corrections. If you 
spot an error in News/North, call (867) 873-4031 
and ask to speak to an editor, or email editorial@
nnsl.com. We'll get a correction or clarification in as 
soon as we can.

News
Briefs

Drugs, shotguns seized by 
police in Inuvik hotel room raid

Inuvik
Two people are facing firearm and drug 

related charges after RCMP executed a search 
warrant at an Inuvik hotel Feb. 12.

Police found drug paraphernalia in the 
hotel room while arresting a man who was 
alleged to be breaching the conditions of his 
recognizance, which gave them the grounds 
for a search warrant.

They also arrested three individuals for 
drug possession.

When Mounties did a proper search, they 
found and seized three shotguns, ammuni-
tion, drugs, digital scales and "packaging 
material.

Police have not disclosed the type of drug 
seized during the search.

RCMP have charged Tyler Christensen, 
28, and Mariah Sharphead, 21, with drug pos-
session and firearm related offences.

The pair, both from Edmonton, have been 
remanded into custody and appeared in a 
Yellowknife court on Feb. 17.

The charges against them have not been 
proven in court.

– Brendan Burke

Town staff trains
for mobile stage

Hay River
Maintenance staff with the Town of Hay 

River has taken part in training for set-up and 
takedown of a new mobile stage.

"That stage training went very well," Ste-
phane Millette, the town's recreation director, 
told council at its Feb. 10 meeting.

Millette noted the maintenance staff mem-
bers are now certified for setup and takedown 
of the stage.

– Paul Bickford

Public behaviour  
bylaw on the books

Inuvik
Spitting in public could soon net you a $50 

fine if a newly proposed public behaviour 
bylaw passes third reading. Council voted 
unanimously to move the bylaw to second 
reading at its Feb. 12 meeting.

Also part of the new bylaw are increases in 
penalties for fighting in public, increasing to 
a $250 fine from $100 as well as for urinating 
and defecating in public, increasing to $150 
from $100.

Loitering has also been added to the fee 
schedule, with the potential of a $75 fine. 
Offences related to loitering include standing 
or resting feet on any public structure such as 
a bench, sculpture, table or planter.

Littering on town property can lead to a 
$500 fine, failure to remove that litter could 
result in an additional $500 fine and obstruct-
ing a peace officer can lead to $500 in fines.

Council will vote on the bylaw's third 
reading at an upcoming meeting.

– Eric Bowling

Videos to teach
about cancer

NWT
The Northwest Territories Health and 

Social Services Authority has released a 
made-in-the-NWT video series to help people 
learn about cancer and the importance of 
screening.

In total, 11 videos will be released. The  
first were sets released on Feb. 4 to coincide 
with World Cancer Day.

 – Paul Bickford

People of NWT
Everyone has a story to tell. Meet the People of NWT! Tell us your story and show us your photos for a chance to win $100 
every week! We would love to see more of what makes living in the NWT special – the people, the places, the shared 
experiences. Each week, one story from those submitted to our Facebook Page fb.com/nnslonline will win the prize!
(Winners will be featured in News/North. Photos may be used in other NNSL publications with credits.)

BeThANy Ly
Somba K'e/Yellowknife
This was caught dur-
ing the Labour Day 
Classic – I really 
didn't want to go 
fishing that day, but 
when I snagged this 
guy you bet I didn't 
stop fishing 'til hours 
later. Photo was 
taken just off the 
docks by Con Mine 
and Mosher Island 
on Great Slave Lake 
in Yellowknife.

WINNeR:
KAThLeeN
GRAhAM

Hay River
My son, Nicholas 
Rymer,  inside the 
ice igloo by the 
Town of Hay River 
sign. He says Hay 
River has the cool-
est ice igloo in the 
NWT!

People of NWT
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Senator Margaret Dawn Anderson is 
calling for the expulsion of fellow senator 
Lynn Beyak from the Red Chamber.

Anderson, the Northwest Territories' 
lone representative, said she was both in 
support of recommendations of a Jan. 31 
report that would suspend Beyak from her 
Senate duties for the second time in eight 
months, and was in favour of removing her 
from the chamber entirely.

"That's my opinion, however I under-
stand there is a process that must take 
place under the parliamentary rules," she 
said. "One of our key constitutional respon-
sibilities as senators includes advocating 
for the regions and giving voice to under-
represented groups and I think that Senator 
Beyak continually demonstrates that she is 
unwilling to do that.

"What the report is very clear on is that 
it's no longer acceptable to be in denial or 
ignorant of our Indigenous history or the 
impacts on Indigenous people."

The report details training Beyak under-
went through the Ontario Federation of 
Indigenous Friendship Centres, which she 
was asked to leave after allegedly claiming 
she was Métis because her adopted sister 
was Indigenous and stating that racism does 
not exist in her hometown of Dryden, Ont. 

Beyak is denying she made the claim about 
being Métis.

Beyak was appointed to the Senate by 
then-Prime Minister Stephen Harper in 
2013 but was suspended from the Conserva-
tive caucus in 2018 after 
she rose in the chamber 
to give a speech claiming 
that residential schools did 
a lot of good for Indigenous 
children and subsequently 
posting a number of emails 
on her website, many of 
which were criticized for 
racist views by the senate 
ethics officer.

The Conservative 
Party is the only political 
party that still maintains 
a presence in the Senate.  
Anderson is a member of 
the Independent Senators 
Group.

Anderson, who is originally from Tuk-
toyaktuk, said it was important for Can-
adians to understand that racism remains a 
serious problem for many people in Canada.

"As an Indigenous people, we run into 
racism frequently. I don't think people are 
cognizant of how much racism you run into 
as an Indigenous person," she said. "People 
think that it's not happening when it does. 
I'm speaking from personal experience as a 

mother of five. I'm speaking of my children 
being followed around in a store, of experi-
ences my 14-year-old daughter has in school 
and the homework she brings home. 

"This is one of many things that Indigen-
ous people live through 
daily and to not speak up 
when I see or hear these 
things is just not an option 
for me.

"We have a history that 
we can't ignore within the 
Beaufort Delta. There's a lot 
of colonialism, suppression, 
assimilation and erasure of 
who we are as Indigenous 
people and it's important 
for us to give voice to that 
and to put our own narra-
tive out that informs and 
educates others."

With the report tabled 
Feb. 4, five sitting days now have to pass 
before the chamber can vote on it. Should 
the Senate pass the recommendations and 
suspend Beyak again, Anderson said the 
next step was for further examination of 
the issue by the Ethics Committee, which 
would bring a final report back to the Sen-
ate by June 30 which could recommend a 
full expulsion.

No senator has ever been permanently 
expelled from the chamber.

news

by Eric Bowling
Northern News Services

NWT

Senator Margaret Dawn Anderson supports a motion to suspend Sen. Lynn Beyak again

Suspended Beyak should 
be expelled: NWT senator

SenATor Lynn BeyAk

NNSL file photo

Senator Margaret Dawn Anderson says contro-
versial Senator Lynn Beyak, suspended from the 
Red Chamber in 2018 after making a speech sug-
gesting residential schools were good for Indigen-
ous students, should be unseated.
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Chief Gerry Cheezie of Smith's 
Landing First Nation plans to lead a 
demonstration at the NWT legislative 
assembly building on Feb. 25 against 
the proposed Teck Resources' Frontier 
oilsands mine project in Alberta.

"I'm a bit dismayed that the gov-
ernment of the NWT is not taking a 
position on this project when it's going 
to affect the health of our people that 
live along the Mackenzie River and 

the river itself," said Cheezie.
"If the Teck project goes ahead 

it's going to be 40 years of pollution 
flowing down that river affecting the 
Mackenzie River and the people that 
live along it. So far they've been silent. 
The premier and cabinet have got to 
defend our people," he said.

Cheezie has emerged as a leading 
voice of opposition to the proposed 
project in northern Alberta, which 
could at its peak activity mine about 
260,000 barrels per day of bitumen 
from an area south of Fort Chipewyan 

and west of the Athabasca River. It 
would also be located just east of 
Wood Buffalo National Park.

Downstream concerns
The Smith's Landing chief is con-

cerned about the risk of downstream 
pollution since the Athabasca River 
flows into the Slave River – beside 
his community – and eventually into 
Great Slave Lake. His community lies 
in Alberta just south of Fort Smith and 
the NWT border.

Cheezie has also urged the GNWT 

to support his call for more consulta-
tion from the federal government over 
the project, which the chief said has 
not been sufficient.

"The demonstration "has (the) full 
support of National Chief Norman 
Yakeleya," according to Dene Nation 
spokesperson Robin Ram.

"The Dene Nation and National 
Chief Yakeleya fully support Smith's 
Landing efforts to raise concerns over 
this project and its potential impacts 
and ensure the Indigenous commun-
ities living within the Mackenzie 

water system will not be affected by 
this project and a voice at the table," 
stated a news release.

Speaking to reporters in Yellow-
knife on Feb. 19, Yakeleya said the 
issues over the Frontier project could 
escalate to the level of the pipeline 
dispute in northwestern British Col-
umbia.

"That issue could be – if the 
government doesn't listen – our 
Wet'suwet'en issue. That's how 
important it is, because water is life," 
said Yakeleya.

by Blair McBride
Northern News Services

Thebacha

'That issue could be – if the government doesn't listen –
our Wet'suwet'en issue,' says chief Norman Yakeleya

First Nations plan 
Teck mine protest 

Gerry Cheezie, chief of Smith's Landing First nation points to a map on show-
ing areas of his community's traditional territory at risk of downstream pollu-
tion from the proposed Frontier oil sands mine of Teck Resources.

Dene national Chief 
norman yakeleya held 
a press conference in 
Yellowknife last week. 
He stated in a news 
release later in the 
week that the YKDFN 
stands with Smith's 
Landing First Nation 
Chief Gerry Cheezie, 
who is staging a pro-
test against the Teck 
Frontier mine at the 
territorial legislature 
building Feb. 25.

           NNSL file photos
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Northwest Territories resi-
dents are paying the most for 
electricity in Canada, accord-
ing to an Energy Hub report 
released on Feb. 14.

That means residents 
pay about $387 per month, 
assuming an average monthly 
usage of 1,000 kWh. 

That contributes to the 
high cost of living in the ter-
ritory, say researchers.

"High energy prices, in 
general, is almost a social 
issue," said Rylan Urban, 
founder of the sustainable 
energy group Energy Hub. 
"If electricity prices are 
cheaper, you have so much 
more access to 
electricity that 
you can use for 
your business, 
or increasing 
the quality of 
your life."

To create 
the study, the 
o rga n i z a t ion 
looked at the 
basic rates of 
major Canadian 
utility providers.

"Basically, we calculated 
how much a customer would 
pay on average, assuming a 
monthly usage of 1,000 kilo-
watt hours per month," said 
Urban.

He said costs could be 
alleviated through reduced 
usage and a home energy 
retrofit, including new light 
bulbs and improved insula-
tion.

Power costs in jurisdic-
tions with a lot of hydro-
electric generators tend to be 
lower, which is why Yukon's 
rates are considerably cheap-
er, he said, while NWT tends 
to use more costly methods of 
generation, such as burning 
diesel, more often.

Doug Prenderghast, 

spokesperson for the North-
west Territories Power Cor-
poration explained most 
NWT communities rely on 
small-scale and non-integrat-
ed power systems, meaning 
they aren't connected to a 
central grid.

"NTPC has approximately 
9,000 customers in 31 com-
munities spread over 1.1 
million square kilometres, 
making the NWT one of the 
least dense population bases 
in Canada," he stated in an 
email.

He pointed to a strategic 
plan the NTPC is finalizing 
that aims "to reduce the gap 
between electricity rates in 
the NWT and the Canadian 
national average." 

P r o p o s e d 
m e a s u r e s 
include cutting 
greenhouse gas 
emissions from 
power genera-
tion in diesel-
reliant com-
munities by 
an average of 
25 per cent by 
2030.

He added 
that a larger industrial base 
could ease costs.

"NTPC is committed to 
keeping rates as low as pos-
sible. All spending decisions 
consider the impact on rates, 
while balancing the need for 
sustainability and environ-
mental responsibility," he 
stated.

"A number of NTPC's 
generation and transmission 
assets are nearing the end 
of their design life and must 
be refurbished or replaced," 
he said, explaining that with-
out federal infrastructure 
funding, rates would have to 
increase to cover the cost.

"Every dollar we spend 
must be justified as being in 
the best interests of the cor-
poration and our customers."

by Nick Pearce
Northern News Services

NWT

Large territory, coupled with low customer base and high fuel costs contribute to rates

Northwest Territories pays 
most for electricity: report

residents of 
the northwest 
Territories pay 
more for electri-
city than people 
living anywhere 
else in Canada, 
according to a 
Feb. 14 Energy 
Hub report.

graphic courtesy of Energy Hub

"High energy 
prices, in 

general, are 
almost a social 

issue." 
 Rylan Urban 
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When Fort Smith's Veronica Johnny arrived 
in New Orleans last month, it was to fill future 
stages with Indigenous artists.

The Johnnys, comprised of her and her hus-
band Dave, joined dozens of musicians for The 
International Indigenous Music Summit, held 
from Jan. 22 to 26. Other NWT musicians that 
made the trek south include singer-songwriter 

Leela Gilday and rocker Jesse "Diga" James 
Gon of Digawolf.

The summit hosts a number of showcases, 
where the acts play short sets introducing 
themselves and the North to an international 
music industry. At The Johnnys' showcase 
on Tuesday, the band opened with Your Girl, 
a song dedicated to Missing and Murdered 
Indigenous Women and Girls. At the end of the 
song, The Johnnys invite audience members to 
sing, asking them to join in the tribute.

It's one of the ways The Johnnys aim to sup-
port Indigenous voices in the music industry.

Originally, from Fort Smith, the band is 
currently based in Ontario, while making 
frequent trips back to the NWT. For Veronica 
Johnny, the band's presence helps make way for 
the next generation of artists in the territory.

"I feel like me living my dream and me 
being myself helps people in my home territory 
– people back in Fort Smith, and Hay River, in 
Yellowknife, in Inuvik, in Fort Simpson – it 
helps people see that can do it too."

"Because (back home), I'm just Veronica," 
she said. "We're out here and we're doing it."

She said the band's work at the summit was 
about claiming space for Indigenous artists 
who hadn't necessarily been seen in the indus-
try previously. For her, that includes clearing 
time for younger and emerging Indigenous 
musicians.

"(It's) decolonizing the music industry, 
bringing in culture, bringing in family, bring-
ing in self-care bringing in connection," she 
said.

While the band looked to build contacts and 
rally support for their music – which includes 
crowdfunding for an album – she recalled these 
connections included experiences like bonding 
with Australian artists over mutual experiences 
of forest fires.

Her husband and bandmate Dave added 

that starting The Johnnys in Fort Smith lends 
a humble, down to earth quality to the band's 
music.

"I think that comes from the North and our 
community and our friends and trying to con-
nect with people as people," he said.

Diga also attended the New Orleans sum-
mit. He said he was taken with the hotel rooms 
crammed with new musicians.

"It's buzzing with music everywhere you go, 
which is pretty awesome," he said. "I'm blown 
away."

Visiting New Orleans, and sites like the 
French Quarter, also meant reconnecting with 
some of the birthplaces of the blues influences 
in his music – something he put on display as 
he performed a showcase.

At the performance, he said he had the audi-
ence howling like wolves during the breaks in 
his song, The North, as he introduced the audi-
ence to NWT as "Canada, then you go further."

He said that all the jams and showcases con-
tribute to make contacts, friends and commun-
ity over music. Ultimately, he said, he's grateful 
to represent the North's musics alongside artists 
like Gilday and The Johnnys.

"I feel that it's an honour to share my lan-
guage in the songs that I write and I let them 
know I'm from Behchoko, outside of Yellow-
knife," he said. "You have to sort of let them 
know where that is."

news

photo courtesy of Jesse Reid

Jesse James, left, and David Dowe, a Yellowknife teacher in New Orleans in 
January.

Decolonizing the music 
industry in New Orleans

The Johnnys and Digawolf talk trip to Indigenous artists' meet-up
by Nick Pearce

Northern News Services
New Orleans
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Editorial & opinions

The TEP of the iceberg
The education system must better reflect

the students within if outcomes are to improve

there was much squinting by 
members of the News/North editor-
ial board last week.

on screen was a pdf circulated by 
the GNwt's department of education, 
Culture and employment (eCe) as a 
summary of the findings of a recent 
evaluation of its JK-12 school system.

It's wearing army green but there 
is nothing military to the organiza-
tion of information presented to the 
observer. In fact, it's so misleading 
as to tempt the reader to infer an 
intent to obscure.

to wit. the largest numbers in the 
statistical smorgasbord are almost 
dead centre under a literal depiction 
of a backpack filled with fun figures: 
"80 (to) 90 % course completion," 
referring to the results of individual 
classes in all high school grades. 
Crammed into the lower right cor-
ner (if the 80-90 was a mountain, 
this would be in its shadow) is data 
that comes much closer to the real-
ity on the ground: 33%, the dismal 
high school graduation rate in small 
communities, itself buried below the 
much better rates for Yellowknife, 73 
per cent, and the regional hubs, which 
are clipping along at 83 per cent.

even smaller, a bar graph reveal-
ing that as few as 44 per cent of 
Grade 12 students in small commun-
ities are passing standardized english 
language arts exams, a key metric.

the timing of the release of the 
five-year update on education renew-
al in the Nwt coupled with the top 
gear spin at play makes it difficult 
to view the whole thing as anything 
but an attempt to  take back control 
of the news cycle and paper over the 
damning auditor General's report on 
education tabled in the legislative 
assembly a day earlier. Unfortunate-
ly for Nwt students and their par-
ents, actually for all of us, political 
spin only serves politicians and the 
spin doctors working for them. 

No matter the font size of the 
numbers, what becomes clear after 
spending some time with the docu-
ment (or better, the full report, which 
is available on the eCe website) is 
that not all Northern students, 8,700 
of them in 49 schools, are the same. 

this isn't completely lost on the 
GNwt. the second half of the eCe 
infographic has more meat on the 

bone, including a passage acknow-
ledging that a new approach and 
perhaps a change to the budget to 
shift resources toward small com-
munity schools is what's needed.

News/North would add that the 
yawning gap between learners 
in Yellowknife, Inuvik, hay river 
and fort smith and the rest of the 
Nwt illustrates the need to put the 
recruitment of Indigenous language 
teachers on the front burner. so 
spending some of that repurposed 
funding on a reboot of the long dor-
mant teacher education Program 
(teP) program for the 2020s – spe-
cifically, one that focuses on getting 
as much Indigenous culture into the 
classroom as early in a child's life 
as possible – could be a made-in-
the-North solution to our education 
equation.

here's a slapdash history lesson. 
Inuit teaching assistants, seen as 
valuable not just in a teaching cap-
acity but as a link to the children 
and adults in the community, started 
to appear in Nwt (what would now 
be called Nunavut) classrooms in the 
1950s. that program morphed into 
what became the teP with an initial 
intake of 15 students in Yellowknife 
in 1968, according to heather e. 
McGregor's book Inuit education 
and schools in the eastern arctic. 
By 1972, there were 80 classroom 
assistants across the territory.

"It would still take a significant 

amount of work to change the sys-
tem into something that was seen 
and felt by Inuit to reflect them," 
McGregor wrote on page 97. "None-
theless, putting classrooms in the 
hands of Inuit teachers, and provid-
ing a link between schools and par-
ents and students, was extremely 
important in making education more 
responsive to their needs."

the GNwt spent $15.1 million on 
education renewal initiatives over 
the last five years and the auditor 
General had not many kind words 
to say anyway, observing that in 
some cases, student outcomes were 
actually worse than where they were 
in 2010, the last time the aG dug into 
Nwt education. 

It's worth noting, as McGregor did, 
that the first middle school curriculum 
developed in the Nwt, the Green Book 
published in 1973, called on teachers 
to invite local cultural specialists into 
the classroom:

"the involvement of Northern 
people in the classroom program is a 
vital necessity," it reads. "the type of 
curriculum as outlined herein will not 
be effective without drawing upon the 
talents of settlement resource people."

the fix for the Nwt's education 
system is not just about dollars and 
cents, but like so many other areas, 
going back to the grassroots and 
removing barriers to community mem-
bers being part of the solution still 
appears to be the best way forward.

Northern News Services

ThE ISSUE:
EDuCATION OuTCOMES

WE SAY:
STOP THE SPIN CYCLE

Image courtesy of GNWT

An infographic distributed by the Department of education looks more like a 
dog's breakfast than a sober reckoning of the NWT's education system. The last 
thing Northern students need right now is spin.
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editor's note: this editorial was 
first published in the Feb. 19 issue 
of the hay river hub.

as this editorial is being written, 
rail blockades are still standing in 
ontario and elsewhere.

we are not going to 
delve into the issues 
which ignited those block-
ades, but rather discuss 
the way we have heard 
them described.

some people are call-
ing the blockades civil 
disobedience, but we dis-
agree.

the meaning of civil dis-
obedience is right there in 
the word – disobey. More 
accurately, it's to disobey 
a government or a particular law 
or action that has gone off the 
rails, pun intended.

Usually, civil disobedience is tar-
geted and designed to make gov-
ernment see the errors of its ways, 
while at the same time gathering 
public support behind a cause.

we think the rail blockades are 
better described as direct action. 
that is a term which includes all 
examples of civil disobedience, but 
can also cover many more actions 
that are not civil disobedience.

arguably the most famous 
example of civil disobedience 
was the salt March in 1930 led 
by Mohandas Gandhi in India, 
then ruled by Great Britain. In 
essence, Gandhi and his support-
ers marched to locations in India 
and made salt by evaporation. 
that nonviolent and creative pro-
test against the British salt mon-

opoly and salt tax inspired millions 
to join him, and eventually led to 
his arrest by the British.

the salt March – which notably 
did not interfere with people's lives 
– helped spark an independence 

movement in India which 
succeeded by the late 
1940s.

Gandhi and the salt 
March also inspired other 
civil disobedience move-
ments around the world, 
including by Martin luther 
King Jr. against segrega-
tion in the United states.

Civil disobedience has 
a long and honoured his-
tory. It was probably best 
described in an 1849 
essay – succinctly called 

Civil disobedience – by american 
writer henry david thoreau.

we actually think that thoreau 
– since he believed government 
was generally corrupt – might 
defend the rail blockades as genu-
ine civil disobedience. If so, we 
would have to disagree with the 
great thinker.

direct action has a  
much broader scope for  
political activism, and can include 
things that are disruptive, destruc-
tive to property and even violent.

some might argue that rail 
blockades – which at the time of 
this writing have been non-violent 
– could be classified as civil dis-
obedience because they refuse to 
obey the law as expressed in court 
injunctions. however, that would 
be a very broad definition of civil 
disobedience.

the blockades are more 

counter-attack than civil disobedi-
ence.

If those staging the blockades 
are disobeying anything, it is chal-
lenging the freedom of movement 
we have in Canada. we don't see 
that as a tactic most people will 
get behind.

the blockades are not focused. 
Instead, they are designed to 
negatively impact the most people 
possible – whether or not they 
support the underlying cause. 
In that way, blockades can be 

counterproductive.
Plus, the issue is a pipeline on 

Indigenous land in British Colum-
bia, but the biggest target is the 
railway system in ontario. It's like 
a person having a problem with, 
say, the name of the edmonton 
eskimos, and protesting against 
the edmonton oilers.

of course, blockades get the 
attention of governments, and they 
may even accomplish their goals.

But they are not civil disobedi-
ence.

editorial – opinions

 "What's your favourite animal in Gwich'in?"

Shamryn  Starr-Nery-
soo:
"Vadzaih." (Caribou)

Athena Blake:
"Geh!" (Rabbit)

harlyn Jerome-lucas:
"Zhoh." (Wolf)

Skyler Inglangasuk:
"Shih." (Grizzly Bear)

Theodore Mcleod:
"Neegoo!" (Fox)

Payton Inglangasuk:
"Deetrìn'." (Raven)

WE asked you!
with Eric Bowling

nwtnewsnorth@nnsl.com

Blockades are not a form 
of civil disobedience

Northern News Services

FROM   
the Hub

Paul Bickford is the 
reporter for the Hay 

River Hub.
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Possible increases in living costs in the 
Arctic related to new marine fuel regulations 
could hit Nunavut communities, while sparing 
the NWT.

At issue is a regulation on low-sulphur fuel 
that took effect on Jan. 1 and a ban on heavy 
fuel oil (HFO). Transport Canada announced 
the federal government's support for the HFO 
ban on Feb. 18.

The restrictions on HFOs would reduce 
sulphur oxide emissions by 80 per cent, black 
carbon by 23 per cent and fine particulate matter 
by 31 per cent, according to a report Transport 
Canada prepared for the International Maritime 

Organization (IMO) last December.
But that report pointed out that low-sulphur 

fuels are more expensive and in the end could 
increase the community resupply costs by 12 per 
cent, or $713 per year per household in Nunavut.

According to the IMO's Polar Code, the new 
rules on low-sulphur fuel stipulate that all ves-
sels operating in the Arctic must now use fuels 
with a maximum sulphur content of 0.5 per cent. 
Vessels installed with scrubbers in their exhaust 
systems are exempt from the rules.

The HFO ban could pile on another 11 per 
cent in community resupply costs and raise end 
user prices by $679 per household.

To put that in perspective, living cost increas-
es could put a strain on the budgets of Inuit in 
Nunavut aged 15 and older who, the report says 

earn about $24,768 in median income com-
pared to non-Inuit in Nunavut who earn around 
$84,139.

Nunavut Tunngavik Inc. passed a resolution 
in October of last year calling for a total ban on 
HFOs, and the Inuit Circumpolar Council also 
backed a ban.

MTS ferries never used hFOs
However, those effects might bypass the 

NWT since ferries operated by Marine Trans-
portation Services (MTS) have never used 
HFOs, and switched from diesel to low-sulphur 
fuel 10 years ago, the Department of Infrastruc-
ture (INF) told News/North.

"(We do) not use heavy fuel oil for the oper-
ation of our marine vessels, including barges 
and tugs with Marine Transportation Services 
and our four vehicle/passenger ferries, nor do we 
supply heavy fuel oil through our fuel services 
division," said INF spokesperson Greg Hanna.

"Our MTS vessels have been using low-sul-
phur fuel since the GNWT began delivering this 
program following the bankruptcy of NTCL. 
Cost structures for deliveries and operations 
remain unchanged, as we (the GNWT) haven't 
any experience using a cheaper fuel.

"As such, we do not expect the ban to impact 
our operations. With that being said, we pay 
close attention to any decisions that can poten-

tially increase the cost of living in the North. 
It is too soon to say exactly what this ban will 
mean for residents."

Bulk fuel sellers, such as SRP Petroleum in 
Norman Wells have already been selling low-
sulphur fuel for some time and the IMO's new 
rules wouldn't have a big effect.

"The price of crude fluctuating everyday 
would have more of an effect than the higher 
cost of low-sulphur fuels," said SRP manager 
Alexis Peachy.

Whatever comes of the new rules, Michael 
McLeod, MP for the NWT said it's "high time" 
Canada followed through on banning HFOs 
because the country lags behind others who 
have already banned them, such as the United 
States, Sweden and Finland.

"We have to recognize that the HFO is one 
of the worst pollutants. There's a lot of risk with 
it," he said.

But McLeod acknowledges the problem of 
the rule changes leading to a rise in living costs.

"Cost is a huge issue in the Arctic. At this 
point we don't know how we might handle that. 
Industry might also have ways of absorbing the 
cost. There are some self-imposed bans that 
have come up already. The federal government 
might have to get involved and set up a transi-
tion fund or ... investments to reduce the cost of 
living in the Arctic."

New fuel rules cause worry 
in Nunavut, but not NWT

by Blair McBride
Northern News Services

NWT

A barge on the 
Mackenzie river. 
New restrictions on 
marine fuel might 
lead to increases in 
living costs in Nuna-
vut but not in the 
NWT, where Heavy 
Fuel Oil and high-
sulphur fuels haven't 
been used for sev-
eral years.

NNSL file photo

Banned heavy fuel oil used more widely east of Northwest Territories
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Deline under prohibition
Deline/Fort Franklin

A temporary alcohol prohibition order has been put in place 
during the fourth bi-annual Juna Takazo handgame tournament 
for the community of Deline. 

The Deline Gotine Government and GNWT prohibition order 
began Feb. 23 and will end on March 2.

"During the prohibition order everyone must be free from the 
influence of alcohol to ensure the peace and good order during 
our handgame events," states a bulletin on social media.

"Anyone who does not abide by the prohibition order will be 
dealt with by the RCMP detachment."

Vehicles traveling into Deline will also be searched by local 
authorities during this time.

– Erin Steele

Community hunt and  
butchering workshop

Tsiigehtchic
A Tsiigehtchic community hunt is seeking recruits and taking 

expressions of interest for a butchering workshop.
Both initiatives are being overseen by the Gwich'ya Gwich'in 

Renewable Resources Council (GGRRC.) The community hunt's 
deadline to sign up had first been set at Feb. 14 but because of the 
cold weather the deadline has been extended.

Meanwhile, the GGRRC is also looking to hire butchers to 
teach a workshop on the proper method to skin and cut up meat, 
with the expressed interest in reducing meat waste from the 
annual harvest. Participants in the workshop will get the first pick 
of meat, innards and heads.

Anyone interested in the hunt should contact the designated 
governing office at (867) 953-3011 and anyone interested in the 
butchering workshop can call (867) 953-3608.

– Eric Bowling

Iron Chef competition
returning to Fort Smith

Thebacha/Fort Smith
Fort Smith Seniors 55-plus is planning the next Iron Chef 

Extravaganza! for Feb. 29.
The theme will be meatballs. There will be seven meatball 

chefs (or teams of two) and four dessert chefs.
The event will take place at Roaring Rapids Hall.

– Paul Bickford

Health fair comes to town
Liidlii Kue/Fort Simpson 

Those looking to live their best lives are invited to participate 

in the community healthy living fair happening in Fort Simpson.
The healthy living fair will take place Feb. 27 at the recreation 

centre from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. Participants can expect informative 
materials and fun family activities that promote fitness, nutrition 
and healthy living. The event aims to connect "our community 
with a focus on sharing health and wellness ideas and resources," 
states a bulletin on social media.

"Come out and enter the draws for useful, healthy living 
resources, meet our local organizations and enjoy a warm meal."

– Erin Steele

Prenatal nutrition program
Aklavik

Inuvialuit Regional Corporation is hosting cooking classes for 
expecting parents and parents with children under two years old.

Part of the Canada Prenatal Nutrition Program, the classes 
are held every Tuesday at Moose Kerr School Kitchen, starting 
at 6 p.m. It's intended to help improve the diets of pregnant and 
breast feeding mothers, as well as provide them with nutritional 

Around the North
If you have an item of interest from your community, call (867) 873-4031, or email: editorial@nnsl.com

Eric Bowling/NNSL photo

INuvIK GRoup STANDS WITh WeT'SuWeT'eN
Members of Climate Action Inuvik took to the streets in solidarity with the Wet'suwet'en Nation Feb. 14, in spite of a -40 C windchill. Tessa, left, Anick, Winnie and 
Gene Jenks, Abe Drennan, Lyndsay Tuplin, Brittany Pomroy and Brad Wade bundled up for the cause.

Please see next page
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information for cooking for their newborn.
Funded by Health Canada, the CPNP is a nation-wide initia-

tive aiming to ensure more babies are born with healthy birth 
weights to healthy mothers and to establish better connections 
between mothers, community groups, nutritionists and health 
professionals.

Food hampers and shopping groups are also available to 
regular attendees of the program. For more information contact 
Shauna Charlie at (867) 978-2143.

– Eric Bowling

Medical cannabis meeting
Deh Gah Got'ie Koe/Fort Providence

Individuals interested in cannabis for medical purposes will 
have their chance to learn about it during a symposium being 
hosted by the Snowshoe Inn in Fort Providence.

The medical cannabis symposium is taking place from March 
20 to 22 in the Snowshoe Centre conference room.

Attendees will receive a guide to the endocannaboid system 
while learning about the differences between cannabidiol (CBD) 
and tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) and the differences between 
indica and sativa.

The symposium will provide an overview of smoking, vaping 
and edibles along with testimonials, displays and exhibits.

Individuals will also learn about growing, harvesting, and 
preparing cannabis. 

– Erin Steele

Open house covers
reclamation program

Lli Goline/Norman Wells
Residents wanting to know more about Imperial Oil Norman 

Wells' progressive reclamation program will have their chance 
during an open house and information session.

"We invite you to join us at the Royal Canadian Legion on 
Feb. 28 to meet the Tlegohti Joint Venture team and learn about 
the work we are doing on Imperial Oil's Norman Wells Progres-
sive Reclamation Program," states a bulletin posted to a social 

media page.
Attendees will also learn about planned environmental work, 

jobs and the training and development plan.
The session will take place from 12 p.m. to 3 p.m. with lunch 

and refreshments provided.
– Erin Steele

Clinic teaches 
snowboarding

Liidlii Kue/Fort Simpson 
Those excited about snowboarding will have their chance 

strap in thanks to the snowboard program being created by Liidlii 
Kue First Nation and the First Nations Snowboard Team

The first learn-to-snowboard clinic will take place Feb. 28, 
29 and March 1.

"With the assistance of the Northern Store's Healthy Horizons 
funding and NWT Snowboard Association, we aim to support 
and encourage youth to develop new skills while enjoying healthy 
outdoor physical activity," states a bulletin on social media.

Those considering taking part are also reminded that "snow-
boarding is an Arctic Winter Games event!"

Participants will have equipment provided for them.
– Erin Steele

Deh Cho Friendship Centre AGM 
at end of month

Liidlii Kue/Fort Simpson 
Those interested in taking a look at the past, present and 

future of the Deh Cho Friendship Centre will have their chance 
during its annual general meeting. 

The meeting will be held on Feb. 28 in the boardroom at the 
Deh Cho Friendship Centre in Fort Simpson.

"All interested community members are invited to attend," 
states a bulletin on social media.

Topics to be discussed during the meeting will cover annual 
reports, the strategic plan, nominations and elections and the 
membership drive.

A supper will also be served at 6:30 p.m. with the annual 
general meeting to follow at 7 p.m.

– Erin Steele

Around the North, from page 11

photo courtesy of Kim Ivanko

RooKIe GoLD
Two Grade 12 students from Ecole Boreale in Hay 
River – Reegan Jungkind, left, and Victoria Tweedie-
Pitre – won the Rookie Team Award at a debating 
competition earlier this month in Edmonton.
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Inuvik's Midnight Sun 
Complex was host to the 19th 
annual Gwich'in Cup tour-
nament, a gathering of play-

ers from the Initiate to the 
Midget level. Running Feb. 13 
to 16 this year, the complex 
was bustling as 15 teams were 
formed for four days of hockey.

Alyana McLeod of the Delta Dynamos races 
around the net during a Feb. 15 game with the 
Northern Lights' Ashlyn Martin-Kelly in hot pursuit.

Tyren kisoun of the Arctic Storm approaches Delta Heat goaltender Julian Green as his teammate Edwin 
Kay stands ready for a rebound.

Jacob Lafferty of the Delta Heat rushes 
Arctic Storm goaltender Jason Nasogaluak's 
net during the dying seconds of the first half 
of a Feb. 15 game.

Leesha Setzer passes the puck to fellow Delta 
Heat teammate Keegan Greenland during a Feb. 
15 game.

Davie kuptana of the Delta Heat reaches out to keep the puck away from Tyren Kisoun of the Arctic Storm 
during a midget game Feb. 15.

Northern News Services

19th Gwich'in Cup
by Eric Bowling 

hOcKEY
Feature
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Is there a future Jamie 
Koe or Kerry Galusha out 
there somewhere in the 
NWT? There may have been 
earlier this month.

NWT Curling hosted its 
inaugural Rock The Rings 
curling festival in Yellow-
knife from Feb. 14 to 16 
with a total of 13 teams from 
Yellowknife, Hay River and 
Inuvik competing in two div-
isions in the hope of being 
crowned the first-ever cham-

pions. When the dust settled, 
Kayla Sanderson of Inuvik 
skipped her U12 team to vic-
tory while Kali Skauge of 
Yellowknife was the victor-
ious skip on the U15 side.

Inuvik's Nick Saturnino, 
president of NWT Curling, 
was on hand to help run the 
show and provide some on-
ice guidance to 
the young play-
ers.

He said for 
the first time, it 
was a success.

"We were 
hoping there 
may have been a 
few more teams 
from Hay River 
and in Fort 
Smith, we know 
there isn't much 
of a junior pro-
gram right now," 
he said. "We were close to 
what we had expected."

Each division had its own 
playing format with each of 
the nine teams in the U12 
division getting four games 
in a modified round-robin. 
After that, there were games 
to determine the champions, 
third place, fifth place and 
seventh place. In the U15 div-
ision, each of the four teams 
played a round-robin with the 
top two teams moving on to 
play for the title.

Sanderson couldn't wait to 
call home to tell her family 
about the win and after she 
was done, she spoke with 
NWT News/North about how 
she did it.

Especially that Scotties 
Tournament of Hearts-like 
shot to win it in the final end 
of play.

"We were all really excit-
ed," she said. "They were sit-
ting one right on the button 
and we were trying to hit 
their rock out but we hit our 
rock and it just skimmed it 
and pushed the other rock 
away so we ended up on the 
button."

A successful raise-takeout 

shot, if you will, even if it 
wasn't drawn up according 
to plan.

Victory in the final gave 
Sanderson a perfect weekend 
in the win column – five out 
of five – and while going 
undefeated was nice, she said 
the goal was to simply win 
the jackets that went to the 

winning team.
"We didn't 

think we would 
win against the 
last team we 
played," she said. 

The impetus 
behind the cre-
ation of the 
festival was to 
give curling an 
annual event in 
the same vein 
as others such 
as Super Soccer, 
Spike It! and the 

NWT Track and Field Cham-
pionships, events already 
established on the NWT 
sports calendar.

Saturnino said in addition 
to that, it's to help prepare 
the younger curlers for future 
Canadian U18 and Canadian 
Junior Championships, if 
that's the route they so desire 
to take down the road.

Sanderson said she's look-
ing forward to competing for 
those events down the road.

"I'd like to do both," she 
said. 

As for next year, Sat-
urnino said he expects that 
some more players and teams 
will join in, especially when 
those who played this year 
tell the stories about how the 
first year went.

"When they see what the 
winning teams got (cham-
pionship banner and jackets), 
I'm thinking they'll want to 
win one of those," he said. 
"The winning teams get to 
design their own jackets and 
that's going to happen over 
the next few weeks. I don't 
think a lot of the kids realize 
that and hopefully, they'll try 
a bit harder next year to win."

More than a dozen teams hit the ice for 
inaugural Rock The Rings festival 

The future of curling in the house

Time to jump it
Somba K'e/Yellowknife

The NWT scholastic basketball championships are halfway 
done following the completion of the Junior Cager, which 
wrapped up in Yellowknife on Feb. 23.

There was action in divisions from Grades 6 through 8 and 
a boys and girls division in each. Each division had a round-
robin with the difference being in the Grade 6 division, which 

featured a 3-on-3 tournament once again for both the boys and 
girls.

Yellowknife team made up the majority of those playing 
with outfits from Ndilo. Hay River, Inuvik and Fort Good 
Hope also in action.

See the next edition of NWT News/North for the results.

Club championships set for action 
Inuvik

The next territorial curling championship on the calendar is 
quickly approaching and it's for club curlers only.

The NWT Curling Club Championships are happening at 
the Inuvik Curling Club and it all gets underway on Feb. 26. 

Nick Saturnino, president of NWT Curling, said all of the 
competing teams on the men's and women's sides are from Inu-
vik with no teams making the trip in from out of town.

The winners will advance to the Canadian Curling Club 

Championships this coming November, the location of which 
has yet to be determined by Curling Canada.

Swimmers do battle 
The other big sporting event in Yellowknife saw the best 

swimmers in the NWT hit the water for the NWT Swimming 
Championships from Feb. 21 to 23.

The first events got underway on the morning of the 21st 
with the 1,500-metre and 400-metre freestyle races with the 
bulk of the action happening later in the evening. The follow-
ing day featured a full slate of races with the final races on 
Feb. 23.

The Hay River Lions and the Mackenzie Muskrats from 
Inuvik sent teams to compete against the Polar Bear Swim 
Club out of Yellowknife. The meet was also the last chance for 
swimmers to qualify for the Alberta Provincial Championships 
and Alberta Spring Championships.

SPORTS
Check

with James McCarthy
email: sports@nnsl.com

Adrianna Hendrick of Inuvik delivers from the hack during action in the Rock The Rings curling festival 
in Yellowknife on Feb. 16.

Thorin Stanley of Hay 
river watches his rock 
head down the sheet 
during action in the 
Rock The Rings curling 
festival in Yellowknife on 
Feb. 16.
James McCarthy/NNSL photos 

by James Mccarthy 
Northern News Services

Somba K'e/Yellowknife

SportS hotline • JameS mccarthy
phone: (867) 873-4031 • email: sports@nnsl.com • Fax: (867) 873-8507

Sports & recreation

"We didn't 
think we 

would win 
against the 

last team we 
played."

– Kayla Sanderson
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Four days, 38 games, 17 
teams, nine communities, 201 
athletes, as many medals and 
a new record for females ath-
letes – 40 girls from age five 
to 18 – all converged for the 
19th Annual Gwich'in Cup 
hockey tournament, which ran 
Feb. 13 to 16 at 
the Midnight Sun 
Complex.

From 8 a.m. 
to past midnight, 
it was non-stop 
hockey for the 
entire weekend.

"It's a huge 
event in the 
region. I dare say 
probably it's the 
largest regional 
youth event that takes place 
in Inuvik," said Inuvik Minor 
Hockey Association (IMHA) 
president Caroline Hunter. 
"It's a long tradition too. I was 
talking to the vice-principal 
of East Three school and he 
said Monday was a day where 
the kids bring their medals to 
school."

Since the turn of the cen-
tury, the Gwich'in Cup has 
presented local hockey players 
of all backgrounds a chance 
at a competitive but friendly 
tournament to hone their skills 
and meet new friends. 

But this year is a mile-
stone, not just for the amount 
of female athletes that hit the 
ice with the boys but also the 
range in which the tourna-
ment drew athletes from, with 
players making the trek from 
Ulukhaktok, Paulatuk, Tuk-

toyaktuk, Tsiigehtchic, Akla-
vik and Fort McPherson as per 
tradition, but athletes from Old 
Crow and Dawson City further 
down the Dempster also made 
the trip. 

Once they arrive, however, 
the regional differences get left 
outside the locker room. All 
players are entered into a pool 
based on their age category and 

are then drafted 
into three teams 
apiece – except for 
the Initiation kids, 
who were split 
into two teams.

Since there's 
only three teams 
in each tier, 
everyone leaves 
with a medal. 
On top of that, 
each team also 

names a top player for each 
game recognizing things like 
sportsmanship, athleticism and 
spirit.

But in the end, the Delta 
Dynamos took first in the 
novice division, the Northern 
Wolf Pack took the atoms,  
the Delta Raptors were the  
top peewees, the Ice Bandits 
dominated the bantam tier and 
the Delta Heat lit up the midget 
division.

Hunter noted over the time 
she has worked with IMHA 
she has watched groups of 
players form strong friendships 
through the tournament which 
has informed their growth in 
the sport.

"We combine kids from 
all communities on differ-
ent teams. It's really created 
a camaraderie among the 
kids throughout the region," 

she said. "And then you see it 
among the midget-aged kids 
who are now entering a team 
in the IRC Native Hockey 
Tournament comprised of their 
friends in the region.

"It's competitive but it's a 
healthy competition."

She expressed her thanks 
to the Gwich'in Tribal Council 
for its ongoing support for the 
annual tournament.

"Bobbie Jo Greenland Mor-
gan has given unwavering sup-
port of the concept of youth 
engagement in positive activity 
regionally," said Hunter. "Her 
support has been fabulous. 
And it takes many, many vol-
unteers lots of time to put on 
something like this, so thanks 
to everyone who helped out."

sports & recreation

SportS Card
SPEEDSKATING

MIKAYLA LAFFERTY

AGE: 16  community: Fort Simpson

Mikayla will once again compete at the 
Arctic Winter Games in speedskating as 
she's on the junior girls squad.
She competed in the juvenile division two 
years ago when the Games were in Fort 
Smith.

by Eric Bowling 
Northern News Services

Inuvik

Calle Gruben of the Delta Dynamos celebrates after scoring 
on the Northern Lights goaltender Donald Charlie during a 
penalty shot during a novice game at the Gwich'in Cup in Inuvik  
on Feb. 15.

Eric Bowling/NNSL photos

Tyren kisoun of the Arctic Storm approaches Delta Heat goaltender Julian Green as his 
teammate Edwin Kay stands ready for a rebound during action at the Gwich'in Cup in Inuvik 
on Feb. 15.

"It's 
competitive 

but it's a 
healthy 

competition."
– Caroline Hunter

More than 200 kids aged 5-18 take part  
in annual Gwich'in Cup minor hockey  

tournament

Hockey bonanza on display
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There have so many great players who wore the 
Toronto Blue Jays uniform: Joe Carter, Dave Stieb, 
Carlos Delgado, Roy Halladay come to mind.

Tony Fernandez, though, is often left out of the 
discussions about the greatest Blue Jays player of all 
time. And that's not fair because by the numbers, he 
was the best to ever wear the blue and white.

Fernandez was part of the first great generation of 
the Blue Jays in the early 1980s with 
guys like Stieb, Jimmy Key, Lloyd 
Moseby, Jesse Barfield, Kelly Gruber, 
George Bell. He was ever the depend-
able shortstop making plays that made 
you wonder how he ever made them. 
I'm old enough to remember Fernan-
dez and his sidewinder throws to first 
base across his body, the kind you 
wonder how he made plays like that because there's no 
way anyone should make plays like that. 

He made enough of those great plays to win him 
four consecutive Gold Gloves between 1986 and 1989 
and set the fielding percentage record for shortstops of 
.992 in 1989, which was broken in 1998. That meant 
he made very few errors.

He was also dangerous at the plate, setting a then-
Major League Baseball record for a shortstop of 213 
hits in 1986, and was a very effective switch-hitter.

I say "was" in referring to Fernandez because 
he died on Feb. 15 from complications relating to 
polycystic kidney disease, a condition he had been 
suffering from since 2017. He had suffered a stroke a 
few days before and was placed in a coma but never 
recovered.

It was a sad way to go for one of the most beloved 
Blue Jays who ever suited up for the team and who 
was one of my favourite players growing up. I spent 
a lot of time going to Blue Jays games in my youth, 
beginning at the old Exhibition Stadium and moving 
over to the SkyDome (yes, I still call it the 'Dome, 
Rogers Communications), and I knew Fernandez was 
going to do something good each time.

Watching him get traded to the San Diego Padres 
with Fred McGriff (another one of my favourite play-
ers) in 1990 really sucked because but the Jays got 
Carter and Roberto Alomar in return so I suppose it 
wasn't a total wash. Fernandez would rejoin the Jays 
in 1993 and helped them win the second of back-to-
back World Series titles though everyone remembers 

what happened in the bottom of the ninth inning in 
Game 6.

Fernandez would end up playing with the Blue 
Jays on four different occasions, retiring as a Blue Jay 
in 2001 as the team's all-time leader in hits (1,583), 
games played (1,450), singles (1,160) and triples (72). 
More than anything, Fernandez retired a much-loved 
and revered member of the Canadian baseball com-
munity as he was inducted into the Canadian Baseball 

Hall of Fame in 2008. His name also 
sits on the Blue Jays Level of Excel-
lence at the 'Dome, the ring around 
the 400 level of the stadium honouring 
great players from yesteryear.

Toronto was always Fernandez's 
favourite place to be and he even told 
them so when his name was raised 
into the Level of Excellence. He also 

held an annual golf tournament through the Tony Fer-
nandez Foundation in Toronto to help raise money for 
children back in the Dominican Republic, his birth-
place, but he always made sure he stayed in Toronto 
as often as he could, much like many Latin American 
stars who came through the Blue Jays system.

I got to meet Fernandez in 1987 at a CIBC branch 
close to my house in Toronto; CIBC was a major 
sponsor of the Blue Jays back then and players were 
always doing meet-and-greets through the bank. A 
bunch of us rode our bikes with any Blue Jays mer-
chandise we could find to get signed and Fernandez 
signed everything we had, along with some swag the 
team brought along. Each of us left with a signed 
baseball, signed hat, signed shirt and a signed photo. I 
never knew where all of it went but I have a good idea 
my dad knows where it ended up. 

That day at the bank, Fernandez was smiling all 
the time and spent quite a few minutes talking to us 
about what we did as kids in the neighbourhood and 
how we were doing in school. It was early June, after 
all. He didn't have to do any of that – he could have 
done what a lot of athletes do nowadays: grab your 
item, sign it, ignore you and walk away. Not Tony Fer-
nandez, though. He wanted to talk about you.

And so another one of the good guys has left us 
and you know the Blue Jays will be doing something 
to honour Fernandez once the 2020 Major League 
Baseball season begins. How could they not? Fernan-
dez loved Toronto and Toronto loved him back.

So long, Tony, and thanks for the autographs.

Tony Fernandez was the Toronto 
Blue Jays and we loved him

Photo courtesy of Wikimedia Commons 

Tony Fernandez spent a lot of time signing autographs, like he did 
in this photo. Fernandez died on Feb. 15, leaving behind a lot of 
memories for fans of the Toronto Blue Jays.

SPORTS 
Talk

with James McCarthy

Northern News Services
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