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ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ ᓯᕐᓗᐊᖅ ᐃᑭᖦᖢᓂ ᓄᖑᑦᑐᖅ

Fire consumes Rankin warehouse
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"He's very fortunate to be alive today."
– Fire Chief Mark Wyatt on a KPM employee who narrowly escaped the blaze that claimed his company's warehouse, page 2.

ᐊᕐᕕᐊᓂ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕈᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ ᐃᓕᑕᕆᔭᐅᔪᖅ ᓄᑖᖅ ᑎᒍᐊᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᑲᒥᓯᓇ

Owner estimates $1 million in losses in contents alone

ᓇᖕᒥᓂᖃᖅᑐᖅ ᐃᓱᒪᔪᖅ $1 ᒥᓕᔭᓐ ᖃᓂᒋᔭᖓᓂᒃ ᐊᓯᐅᔨᓇᓱᒋᑉᓗᓂ ᐃᓗᓕᖏᑦᑎᒍᑦ

NewsNews
photo courtesy of Mark Wyatt
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ᐃᑭᑦᑐᖃᓚᐅᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᓯᕐᓗᐊᕐᒥᒃ  ᕕᕗᐊᕆ 12-ᒥ,  
ᐱᒻᒪᕆᐊᓗᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᒃᓱᕈᕐᓇᖅᑐᒃᑰᕈᑕᐅᔪᖅ ᑲᒻᐸᓂᒋᔭᐅᔪᒧᑦ 
ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ.

ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ ᖃᑉᑎᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᖓᔪᖅᑳᖓ ᒪᑯᓯ ᐅᐊᐃᔭᑦ 
ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᖃᑉᑎᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᑭᐅᓯᓚᐅᕐᒪᑕ ᐅᖃᓗᒡᕕᐅᒐᒥᒃ  KPM-ᑯᑦ 
ᓯᕐᓗᐊᖓ ᐃᑭᓐᓂᖓᓄᑦ ᑭᐅᓯᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ 2:30-ᒥ ᐅᑉᓗᒃᑯᑦ.

ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᐃᑭᑦᑐᕉᖅ ᐱᔭᕆᐊᑐᔪᐊᓘᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᐅᓗᕆᐊᓇᖅᖢᓂ ᖃᒥᓐᓇᓱᒃᖢᒍ ᓯᓚ ᓂᒡᓕᓇᓗᐊᕐᓂᖓᓄᑦ, 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 6,000 ᑭᑉᐸᕆᒃᑐᒃᑯᑦ foot-ᓂᒃ ᐊᖏᓂᓕᒃ ᓯᕐᓗᐊᖅ 
ᐅᓗᕆᐊᓇᖅᑐᓂᒃ ᐃᓗᓕᖃᕈᓘᔭᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ.

"ᐅᖅᓱᐊᓗᖃᐅᓯᕝᕕᒃᑕᖃᓚᐅᕐᒪᑦ ᖃᑦᑕᕐᒥᒃ, 
ᒥᙳᑎᑕᖃᕈᓘᔭᖅᖢᓂᓗ, ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᓪᓗ ᐅᖅᓱᐊᓗᐃᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᓱᓇᓗᒃᑖᖅᑲᔭᑦ ᑲᒻᐸᓂᒋᔭᐅᔪᒧᑦ ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᓲᑦ ᓱᓇᑐᐃᓐᓇᕐᓂᒃ 
ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓱᐃᔨᐅᑎᓪᓗᒋ," ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᐅᐊᐃᔭᑦ.

"ᓱᓇᑐᐃᓐᓇᑦᑎᐊᓂᒃ ᐃᓗᓕᖃᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ ᓲᕐᓗ ᓴᓇᕐᕈᑎᓂᒃ 
ᖃᓄᐃᑦᑐᑐᐃᓐᓇᑦᑎᐊᓂᒃ, ᒪᑐᓪᓗ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓴᕕᒐᐅᔭᓕᕆᔾᔪᑏᑦ 
ᓱᑉᓗᓕᖕᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐳᑉᓚᒃᓴᐅᑏᑦ ᖃᑉᓯᑲᓪᒪᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐃᑯᒪᓅᕈᑏᑦ."

ᐅᐊᐃᔭᑦ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᐃᑭᑦᑐᖅ ᐱᒋᐊᓚᐅᕐᒪᑦ ᓴᓇᔨᒋᔭᐅᔪᖅ 
ᐊᐅᒃᓰᓇᓱᒃᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᐅᖅᓱᐊᓗᖃᐅᓯᕝᕕᐅᑉ ᓱᑉᓗᓕᖓᓂᒃ.

ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᐃᑭᓚᐅᖅᑐᒃᓴᐅᔪᕉᖅ ᓄᑕᐅᙱᑦᑑᓂᖓᓄᑦ ᐅᖅᓱᐊᓗᒃ 
ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᐊᒃᑕᑯᑦ ᐃᑭᑳᓪᓚᒃᑐᒃᓴᐅᑉᓗᑎᒃ ᐱᓕᕆᑎᓪᓗᒍ.

"ᓯᕐᓗᐊᖅ ᑖᖅᑑᓚᐅᕐᒪᑦ ᐃᑭᑦᑕᖅᑐᖃᙱᒻᒪᑦ ᑕᐃᑉᓱᒪᓂ, 
ᑕᐃᒪᐃᒻᒪᑦ ᓴᓇᔨ ᐱᓕᕆᑉᓗᓂ ᐃᑭᑦᑕᖅᑐᓕᔭᖅᖢᓂ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓱᐴᔫᒥᒃ 
ᓴᓂᒨᖅᑐᒥᒃ ᐊᑐᖅᖢᓂ ᐊᐅᒃᓰᒐᒥ ᐅᖅᓱᐊᓗᖃᐅᓯᕝᕕᐅᑉ ᓱᑉᓗᓕᖓᓂᒃ 
ᐅᖁᖅᓴᐅᑎ ᐊᐅᓪᓛᓕᕈᓐᓇᖁᑉᓗᒍ ᑕᑯᓕᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ ᐃᑭᑦᑐᒥᒃ 

ᐃᑭᑦᑐᐊᓘᓕᑲᐅᑎᒋᔪᒥᒃ," ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᐅᐊᐃᔭᑦ.
"ᐃᑭᑦᑐᓂᒃ ᖃᒥᑦᑎᔾᔪᑎᒥᒃ ᐊᐃᒃᖠᖅᖢᓂ.  ᐅᑎᕋᒥ ᐃᒻᒪᖄ 

30 ᓯᑲᓐᓂᒃ, ᐃᑭᑦᑐᖅ ᐊᖏᔪᐊᓘᓕᖅᖢᓂ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᖃᒥᑦᑎᒍᑎ 
ᐃᓚᐃᓐᓇᖓᓂᒃ ᖃᒥᑦᑎᖕᒪᑦ ᐊᓯᖓᓂᒃ ᐊᐃᒃᖠᓕᖅᖢᓂ.

"ᐃᑭᑦᑐᖅ ᓯᐊᒻᒪᒃᖢᓂ ᓴᓂᕋᖓᓄᑦ ᐃᓗᐊᒍᑦ ᐅᑎᕐᒪᑦ ᑐᒡᓕᐊᓂ, 
ᐊᓂᔭᕆᐊᖃᓕᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ ᑕᐃᑲᙵᑦ.

"ᐅᒃᑯᐊᖓ ᒪᑐᐃᕈᓐᓇᐃᓪᓕᓯᒪᓚᐅᖅᑕᖓ, ᐃᓗᒻᒧᑦ ᓄᓱᒋᐊᓕᒃ, 
ᒥᓗᒃᑎᑦᑐᐊᓘᖕᒪᑦ ᐃᑭᑦᑐᒧᑦ.  ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐊᓂᖅᑕᓘᓐᓃᑦ, 
ᐅᒃᑯᐊᖓ ᒪᑐᐃᕐᓂᖅᖢᓂ ᒥᓗᒃᑎᑦᑎᓯᒪᔪᖅ ᓴᙱᔫᓂᖓᓄᑦ 
ᐊᓂᔪᓐᓇᖅᓯᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ."

ᐅᐊᐃᔭᑦ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᐃᑭᑦᑐᕉᖅ ᓯᓚᒥ ᑕᑯᒃᓴᐅᔪᓐᓇᖅᓯᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ 
ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ ᖃᑉᑎᕆᔩᑦ ᑕᐃᑯᙵᕐᒪᑕ.

ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᖃᑉᑎᕆᔩᑦ ᒪᑐᐃᖅᓯᑉᓗᑎᒃ ᐅᒃᑯᐊᖓᓂᒃ 
ᓇᐅᒃᑯᓗᒃᑖᕉᖅ ᐳᔪᖃᓕᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ ᐃᑉᔪᔪᐊᓗᖕᒥᒃ.

"ᓱᓇᑐᐃᓐᓇᑦᑎᐊᕐᓂᒃ ᑕᑯᔪᓐᓇᓚᐅᙱᑦᑐᒍᑦ, ᐃᓄᖃᙱᒻᒪᓪᓗ, 
ᐃᓄᖕᒥᒃ ᐃᑎᑦᑎᑦᑎᓂᐅᔭᓚᐅᙱᑦᑐᖓ ᖃᑉᑎᕆᔨᒥᒃ ᐃᓗᓕᖃᓗᐊᕐᒪᑦ 
ᐅᓗᕆᐊᓇᖅᑐᓂᒃ.

"ᐃᑯᐊᓛᖅᑐᖅ ᖃᒥᓐᓇᓱᓚᐅᖅᑕᖅᐳᑦ ᓯᓚᑖᓂ - 
ᐃᑯᐊᓛᖅᑐᒻᒪᕆᐊᓘᓚᐅᕐᒪᑦ - ᐱᔪᓐᓇᕐᓂᓗᒃᑖᒃᑯᑦ ᐃᑭᑦᑐᐊᓘᑉᓗᓂᓗ."

ᐅᐊᐃᔭᑦ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᐃᑭᓐᓂᖓ  ᐱᒻᒪᕆᐊᓗᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᒃᑐᖅᓯᓂᖃᕐᒪᑦ 
ᑲᒻᐸᓂᒋᔭᐅᔫᑉ ᐊᐅᓚᑦᑎᔾᔪᑎᖏᓐᓄᑦ.

ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ KPM-ᑯᑦ ᑲᑎᑦᑎᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᑦ ᑎᑎᕋᖅᓯᒪᔪᓂᒃ 
ᓱᓇᓂᒃ ᐃᓗᓕᖃᓚᐅᕐᓂᖓᓄᑦ ᑭᓯᐊᓂ, ᓇᓚᐅᑦᑖᕈᓐᓇᕈᓂ 
ᖃᑉᓯᑐᕋᔭᕐᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᐃᓗᓕᕆᓚᐅᖅᑕᖏᑦ, ᐊᑭᖃᕋᔭᓚᐅᖅᑐᒃᓴᐅᔪᑦ 
$1 ᒥᓕᔭᓂᒃ ᐱᖁᑎᒋᔭᐅᔪᒃᑯᑐᐃᓐᓇᖅ.

ᐃᑭᑦᑐᒃᑯᑦ ᑮᓇᐅᔭᐃᖅᓯᒪᔪᓐᓇᖅᑐᑦ $1 ᒥᓕᔭᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᓴᓇᔨᒋᔭᐅᔪᖅ ᐱᔮᕆᓇᓂ ᐃᑭᑦᑎᑎᓪᓗᒍ
ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ ᓯᕐᓗᐊᕆᔭᐅᔪᖅ ᓄᖑᑦᑐᖅ ᐃᑭᖦᖢᓂ
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Blaze rips through 
Rankin warehouse

photo courtesy of Mark Wyatt

The KPM warehouse is engulfed in flames in Rankin Inlet on Feb, 12.

Damages could tally $1M in fire started  
accidentally by employee

Did we get it wrong?
Kivalliq News is committed to getting facts and names right. 

With that goes a commitment to acknowledge mistakes and run 
corrections. If you spot an error in Kivalliq News, call (867) 645-
3223 and ask to speak to the editor, or email kivalliqnews@nnsl.
com. We'll get a correction or clarification in as soon as we can.
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ï·∆¿Ò ≤áfl≤, ÇÔ¬∆¬éî Çflˆ (867) 645-3223 Ö±Ø 
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A fire that erupted in its warehouse 
on Feb. 12, has dealt a serious blow to a 
company in Rankin Inlet.

Rankin Fire Chief Mark Wyatt said 
the department responded to the call at 
the KPM warehouse on Itivia Street at 
about 2:30 p.m.

He said the fire was difficult and 
dangerous to fight due to extreme cold 
temperatures and the 6,000 square-foot 
structure being full of combustibles and 
dangerous goods.

"There was a fuel tank inside the 
building, lots of paint, used fuel and just 
about everything the company used for 
its building maintenance," said Wyatt.

"There was everything in there from 
tools of all kinds, cub enclosures and 
electrical equipment to a backhoe and 
numerous compressors and generators."

Wyatt said the fire started while an 

employee was trying to thaw out a fuel 
line.

He said the flames could have been 
the result of old fuel or debris being 
ignited during the work.

"The building was dark because they 
didn't have any electrical in there at the 
time, so the employee was working with 
a flashlight and a torch trying to thaw 
out the fuel line to get the furnace going 
when he saw a flash and a fire start," 
said Wyatt.

"He went to get a fire extinguisher. 
When he returned about 30 seconds later, 
the fire was bigger and the full extin-
guisher only knocked the flames down a 
little so he ran to get another one.

"The fire had crawled all the way up 
the wall on the inside of the building 
when he returned the second time, so he 
went to get the heck out of there.

"He couldn't get the door, which 
pulled in, open because of the pressure 
from the fire. Then, fortunately, the gar-

age door popped-out enough from the 
pressure for him to jump-out through."

Wyatt said the fire was venting 
through the garage door by the time 
Rankin firefighters arrived on scene.

He said the firefighters opened the 
other door and everything was blanketed 
in heavy, heavy smoke.

"We couldn't see a darn thing so, 
given that there was nobody inside, I 
wasn't sending anyone inside to try and 
put out a fire to save a building that was 
filled with incredibly dangerous materi-
als.

"We fought the fire from the outside 
– a defensive attack – as best we could 
and let it burn."

Wyatt said the fire delivered a huge 
hit to the company's operations.

He said KPM is compiling a list of the 
building's contents but, if he had make 
a rough estimate, he's put the damage 
at well over $1 million in the contents 
 alone.

by Darrell Greer
 northern news services
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Concert fundraiser
Rankin Inlet

Kayden Mercer will perform at the community hall in 
Rankin Inlet on Feb. 29, from 6 p.m. until 8 p.m.

The concert will feature the music of Creedence Clear-
water Revival, John Fogerty, Johnny Cash and other classic 
artists.

Mercer's performance is a fundraising effort for Northern 
Youth Abroad.

Atoms tourney
Rankin Inlet/Kivalliq

A total of eight teams competed in two divisions during 
the annual Arctic Atoms hockey tournament in Rankin Inlet 
last weekend.

Making up the North Division were the Rock Black, 
Arviat, Baker Lake and the Rankin Novice squad, while 
the South Division was comprised of the Rock White, Coral 
Harbour, Team Kivalliq and Naujaat.

As of print deadline, three teams – Arviat, Coral Harbour 
and Rock White – were still in contention for the tourney 
championship.

Men's workshop
Baker Lake

An informative men's workshop was scheduled to be held 
at the Baker Lake community hall Feb. 17.

The workshop was to allow elders to teach those aged 16 
and about dangerous ice areas around Baker Lake, as well as 
lands that become foggy when approached.

There was a question-and-answer session scheduled with 
the elders after presentation and maps were available for the 
participants to note the dangerous areas the elders spoke 
about.

Flurries program
Baker Lake

A new Flurries program focused on basketball and futsal 
is beginning in Baker Lake for boys and girls in grades three 
to five.

The eight-week program on Sunday afternoons is being 
run by high school students Haley Hachey and Kristen Kab-
lutstiak with adult assistance.

photo courtesy of Holly Mercer

Young up-and-coming artist Kayden Mercer of 
Rankin Inlet will hold a fundraiser for Nunavut 
Youth Abroad in Rankin Inlet on Feb. 29.

KPM-ᑯᑦ ᓯᕐᓗᐊᖓ ᐃᑭᑦᑐᐊᓘᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ ᕕᕗᐊᕆ 12-ᒥ
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Hᐃᑐᕐ ᖁᓖᑦ-ᑲᑕᕐ ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥᐅᑕᖅ ᑲᒪᔨᐅᓂᐊᓕᕐᒥᔪᖅ 
ᑎᒍᐊᖅᑐᓕᕆᔨᐅᓗᓂ ᑭᕙᓪᓕᕐᒥ.

ᖁᓖᑦ-ᑲᑕᕐ ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ ᑕᒪᑐᒥᙵᒎᖅ ᐆᒃᑐᓕᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ ᑐᓴᕋᒥ 
ᑎᒍᐊᖅᑐᓕᕆᔨᑕᖃᙱᓐᓂᖓᓄᑦ ᑭᕙᓪᓕᕐᒥ.

ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᑎᒍᐊᖅᑐᓕᕆᔨᐅᔪᒪᓗᐊᖅᑐᕉᖅ ᖃᐅᔨᒪᒐᒥ ᐊᒥᓱᑦ 
ᓄᑕᕋᑦ, ᓄᑕᕋᓛᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐃᓐᓇᐃᑦ ᑭᕙᓪᓕᕐᒥ ᐊᑎᖏᓐᓂᒃ 
ᐊᓯᔾᔩᔭᕆᐊᖃᖃᑦᑕᕐᒪᑕ ᑎᒍᐊᖅᑎᒋᔭᖏᑦᑕ ᐊᑎᖓᓄᑦ.

"ᑎᒍᐊᖅᑐᓕᕆᔨᐅᖃᑦᑕᓚᐅᕋᒪ ᓴᓪᓕᓂ ᑎᒍᐊᕌᓂᓵᖅᑎᓪᓗᖓ 
ᐃᕐᓂᕋᓂᒃ 17 ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ 18 ᐅᑭᐅᑦ ᖄᖏᖅᓯᒪᓕᖅᑐᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᐊᓕᐊᓇᐃᒋᑦᑎᐊᓚᐅᖅᖢᒍ," ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᖁᓖᑦ-ᑲᑐᕐ.

"ᑲᒪᒋᔭᖃᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᖓ ᖃᑉᓯᑲᓪᓚᖕᓂᒃ ᑕᐃᑉᓱᒪᓂ, ᐃᓚᐅᖃᑕᐅᑉᓗᒋᑦ 
ᐃᓐᓇᐃᑦ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᖃᐅᔨᓚᐅᖅᑐᖓ ᑕᒪᓐᓇ ᐊᓕᐊᓇᐃᑦᑐᓐᓇᕐᓂᖓᓄᑦ.

"ᐃᓚᖏᑦ ᐃᖢᐊᖏᓕᐅᕈᑎᖃᕈᓘᔭᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᖕᒪᑕ ᑕᐃᑉᓱᒪᓂ 
ᐊᖓᔪᖅᑳᓪᓚᑦᑖᖏᑦ ᐃᓅᔪᓐᓃᖅᓯᒪᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ.

"ᑕᐃᒪᐃᒻᒪᑦ ᐃᓚᒋᔭᖏᑦᑎᒎᕆᐊᖃᓚᐅᖅᑐᖓ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓇᓗᓇᐃᖅᓯᓗᖓ 

ᑐᑭᓯᒋᐊᕈᑎᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᐱᐊᓂᒃᓯᔪᓐᓇᖁᑉᓗᒋᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᕆᔭᕆᐊᖃᖅᑕᖏᓐᓂᒃ 
ᐊᑎᖏᓪᓗ ᐊᓯᔾᔨᖅᑕᐅᔪᓐᓇᖁᑉᓗᒋᑦ."

ᖁᓖᑦ-ᑲᑐᕐ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᑲᑎᑦᑎᒋᐊᖃᕋᔪᖕᓇᖅᑐᕉᖅ ᑐᑭᓯᒋᐊᕈᑎᒃᓴᓂᒃ 
ᑐᒃᓯᕋᖅᑑᑉ ᐊᖓᔪᖅᑳᓪᓚᑦᑖᖏᑦᑕ ᒥᒃᓵᓄᑦ, ᐃᓚᐅᖃᑕᐅᖃᑦᑕᕆᐊᓕᒃ 
ᐊᓈᓇᓪᓚᑦᑖᖓᑕ ᐊᑎᕈᓯᕕᓂᖓᓂᒃ ᐅᐃᖃᖅᑳᖅᑎᓐᓇᒍ, ᓇᓂᓗ 
ᐃᓅᓚᐅᕐᒪᖔᑕ, ᐊᓯᖏᓐᓂᒡᓗ, ᐱᓯᒪᔭᕆᐊᖃᖃᑦᑕᖅᑐᑦᑕᐅᖅ ᐆᒃᑐᖅᑑᑉ 
ᐃᓅᓚᐅᕐᓂᖓᓄᑦ ᓇᓗᓇᐃᒃᑯᑕᕐᒥᒃ.

ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᑕᒪᒃᑯᐊ ᑲᑎᑕᐅᖅᑳᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᑲᑎᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᑦ 
ᐊᐅᓪᓚᖅᑎᑦᑕᕆᐊᖃᖃᑦᑕᖅᑐᑦ ᓈᓴᐃᔨᒃᑯᓐᓄᑦ, ᑎᒍᐊᕈᒪᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᓇᓕᐊᖕᓂᑐᐃᓐᓇᖅ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂᒃ ᐊᕕᒃᑐᖅᓯᒪᔪᓂᒃ ᐃᓅᕝᕕᐅᓯᒪᔪᒥᒃ, 
ᓄᓇᑦᑎᐊᕐᒦᑉᐸᑦ, ᓄᓇᕗᒥ ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ, ᐃᓚᖓᒍᑦ, ᖃᑉᓗᓈᑦ 
ᓄᓇᖏᓐᓂᒃ, ᒪᓂᑑᐸᒦᒐᔪᒃᑐᖅ ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᐃᐅᐴᑕᒥ.

"ᑲᑎᓯᒪᓗᒃᑖᓕᕈᑉᑭᑦ ᑐᑭᓯᒋᐊᕈᑎᒃᓴᑦ ᑐᒃᓯᕋᐅᑎᒃᑯᑦ, 
ᐊᖓᔪᖅᑳᓪᓚᑦᑖᖑᔪᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑎᒍᐊᖅᑎᖏᑦ, ᑐᓂᓕᕋᔭᖅᑕᒃᑲ 
ᑕᑕᑎᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᑐᒃᓯᕋᐅᑏᑦ ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᓐᓄᑦ ᐊᖏᖅᑕᐅᔪᓐᓇᖁᑉᓗᒋᑦ."

ᐃᓕᖅᑯᓯᑐᖃᑎᒍᑦ ᑎᒍᐊᕐᓂᖅ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᒃᑯᑦ 
ᐊᖏᕈᑕᐅᑐᐃᓐᓇᖃᑦᑕᖅᓯᒪᓂᑰᔪᖅ ᐃᓚᒌᖕᓄᑦ.  ᑕᐃᑉᓱᒪᓂᑐᖃᖅ 
ᑕᒪᒃᑯᐊ ᑎᒍᐊᕐᓂᐅᖃᑦᑕᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᐃᑲᔫᑕᐅᓂᖅᓴᐅᓇᓱᖃᑦᑕᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ 
ᑎᒍᐊᖅᑐᓄᑦ ᐊᖓᔪᖅᑳᙳᖅᑐᓄᑦ, ᒫᓐᓇᓕ ᐃᑲᔫᑕᐅᓇᓱᖃᑦᑕᓕᖅᑐᑦ  
ᐊᖓᔪᖅᑳᓪᓚᑦᑖᕆᔭᐅᔪᓄᑦ ᑲᒪᔪᓐᓇᔾᔮᙱᑦᑐᓄᑦ ᓄᑕᕋᕐᒥᒃ.

ᖁᓖᑦ-ᑲᕐᑕ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᐱᐅᔪᕉᖅ ᑕᐃᒪᐃᑦᑐᒃᑰᖅᑐᓂᒃ ᐃᑲᔪᖅᖢᓂ 
ᐃᑲᔫᑕᐅᔪᒥᒃ ᐃᓄᖕᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᖁᕕᐊᓱᒃᑎᑦᑎᓂᐅᓲᖅ ᐱᐊᓂᒃᑳᖓᑕ.

ᑎᒍᐊᖅᑑᑉᒎᖅ ᑎᒍᐊᕈᑎᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᐱᐊᓂᒃᓯᑉᓗᓂ ᐃᓅᓯᒃᑯᑦ 
ᐊᒃᓱᕈᕐᓇᙱᓐᓂᖅᓴᐅᓕᕈᑕᐅᕙᒃᑐᖅ.

"ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᔭᕆᐊᓖᑦ ᐱᐊᓂᒃᑕᐅᑦᑎᐊᙱᒃᑳᖓᑕ, ᑕᐃᑉᑯᐊ 
ᑐᒍᐊᖅᑕᐅᔪᑦ ᓴᓇᔪᓐᓇᖅᓯᒍᑎᒃ ᓴᓇᔪᓐᓇᖅᓯᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐊᐅᒃᑕᔫᖅᑖᕋᓱᓕᕈᑎᒃ 
ᐊᔪᕐᓇᕈᑕᐅᒃᑲᓐᓂᓕᓲᖅ ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᓇᓗᓇᐃᒃᑯᑕᖅᑖᕈᑎᓂᒃ ᐊᑎᖓ 
ᐊᓯᔾᔨᖅᓯᒪᑎᓪᓗᒍ, ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ ᐊᒃᓱᕈᕐᓇᕈᑕᐅᔪᓐᓇᓲᑦ.

"ᑕᐃᒪᐃᒻᒪᑦ, ᑎᒍᐊᕈᑎᖏᑦ ᓇᓗᓇᐃᖅᑕᐅᑦᑎᐊᕌᖓᑕ ᐱᐊᓂᒃᑕᐅᓗᑎᒃ 
ᐊᔪᕐᓇᕈᓐᓃᕐᓂᖅᓴᐅᓲᖅ.

ᐱᒻᒪᕆᙳᖅᑎᑦᑎᓂᖅ

Heather Kolit-Carter of 
Rankin Inlet will soon be 
functioning again as a custom 
adoption commissioner in the 
Kivalliq region.

Kolit-Carter said she 
decided to apply for the pos-
ition when she recently found 
out there were currently no 
custom adoption commis-
sioners in this area.

She said the main rea-
son she wants the position 
is because she knows there 
are a lot of kids, babies and 
even adults in the area who 
need to have their names offi-

cially changed to that of their 
adoptive parents.

"I used to be a custom 
adoption commission for 
Coral Harbour shortly after I 
adopted my own son about 17 
or 18 years ago and I really 
enjoyed the experience," said 
Kolit-Carter.

"I handled a number of 
cases back then, including 
adults and found it to all to be 
very rewarding.

"Some of them were really 
having a problem with the 
process back then because 
their biological parents were 
deceased.

"So, I had to go through 
their relatives and confirm 

their information so they 
could complete the process 
and officially have their 
names changed."

Kolit-Carter said the pro-
cess usually entails compil-
ing the information on an 
applicant's biological parents, 
including the mom's maiden 
name, where they were born, 
etc., as well as obtaining a 
copy of the applicant's offi-
cial birth certificate.

She said the necessary 
paperwork is then sent to 
Vital Statistics, applying for 
the custom adoption in what-
ever region the applicant was 
born in, whether that be the 
NWT, Nunavut or, in some 

cases, one of the provinces, 
often Manitoba or Alberta.

"Once I'd compiled all 
the necessary information on 
the applicant, their biological 
parents and the adoptive par-
ents, I'd submit the applica-
tion to the government for 
official approval.

"It's been quite a while 
since I acted as a custom 
adoption commissioner and 
I don't remember all the 
details involved – and there 
have been some changes to 
the process since then – so 
I'm currently waiting for 
the dates when I'll travel to  
Iqaluit for four or five days  
of training to bring me back 

up to speed.
"I hope I get the dates soon 

because I'm looking forward 
to being a commissioner and 
helping people out again."

Custom adoption is trad-
itionally a verbal agreement 
between two families. While 
originally these adoptions 
were more for the bene-
fit of the adoptive parents, 
now they are mostly to help 
biological parents who are 
unable or unwilling to pro-
vide care for a child.

Kolit-Carter said it's nice 
to be part of a process that 
helps people and makes them 
very happy when completed.

She said having the cus-

tom adoption process offi-
cially completed also makes 
their lives easier in a number 
of ways.

"When the process isn't 
officially completed, those 
being adopted can often have 
a very hard time obtaining a 
social insurance number or 
an identification card in their 
adoptive name, so it can be 
quite frustrating," she said.

"So, once the application 
becomes official it just makes 
their lives a whole lot easier.

"It's a good feeling help-
ing them out and I'm looking 
forward to being able to do 
that again, hopefully, in the 
near future."

Rankin woman becomes custom  
adoption commissioner for second time

photo courtesy of Heather kolit-Carter

Heather Kolit-Carter of Rankin Inlet exchanges e-mails with Vital Statistics after being accepted as a custom adoption commissioner in the Kivalliq this past week.

Hᐃᑐ ᖁᓖᑦ-ᑳᑐᕐ ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥᐅᑕᖅ ᖃᕆᑕᐅᔭᒃᑯᑦ ᑎᑎᕋᖅᑐᖅ ᓈᓴᐃᔨᒃᑯᓐᓄᑦ ᓂᕈᐊᖅᑕᐅᖅᑳᖅᖢᓂ ᑎᒍᐊᖅᑐᓕᕆᔨᐅᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᑭᕙᓪᓕᕐᒥ ᐱᓇᓱᐊᕈᓯᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ

by Darrell Greer
 northern news services

Rankin Inlet

community ¥∂¿ú

 'I'm looking forward to ... helping people out again,' says Heather Kolit-Carter

ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥᐅᑕᖅ ᐊᕐᓇᖅ ᓂᕈᐊᖅᑎᓕᕆᔨᙳᖅᑐᖅ ᑐᒡᓕᐊᒍᑦ
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The Arviat Young Hunters pro-
gram was recognized last week by 
Northern Affairs Minister Dan Van-
dal as being a leader in community 
and Inuit-led climate change adapta-
tion.

The program, overseen by the 
Aqqiumavvik Society, brings youth 
aged eight to 18 together with elders 
to build cultural resilience, com-
munity wellness and food security 
through traditional hunting and sur-
vival practices.

The society is also developing 
and delivering the Ujjiqsuiniq Proj-
ect, which is being integrated into 
the Young Hunters program.

The Ujjiqsuiniq Young Hunters 
Project hires and trains Guardians 
to collect data to better understand 
the impacts of climate change on 
wildlife populations. 

They train Inuit youth and, 
through them, community members 
in data analysis in order to plan for a 
sustainable future.

Vandal was supposed to travel to 
Arviat on Feb. 12 but was weathered 

out, instead spending some time in 
Rankin Inlet. He said the Young 
Hunters program reconnects youth 
with their elders, culture and heri-
tage.

He said everything being done 
is an attempt to reconnect the youth 
with their language, traditional foods 
and traditional way of life.

"If you add on the underlying 
context of climate change, which is 
much greater in the North than it 
is in the south, it really underpins 
everything that's happening in the 
North," said Vandal.

"It also gives the youth some real 
skills and knowledge about climate 
change in order to try and under-
stand how to monitor and adapt to 
its effects.

"This is an excellent program that 
we're investing in over several years 
and we're excited about it because it's 
a real partnership between the com-
munity, government, young people 
and elders."

Vandal said the success and 
strength of the Young Hunters pro-
gram comes from the fact it's a 
homegrown program.

He said the initiative comes from 

the community of Arviat and the 
people who live there, involving 
their youth, adults and elders in its 
design and delivery.

"There's a real sense of owner-
ship with this program," said Van-
dal, who is from Winnipeg. "It's 
really the sort of thing that was 
easy for our government to support 
because it involves traditional ways, 
reconnecting to one's culture and 
climate change.

"It's kind of a marriage between 
traditional ways and the new chal-
lenges we have in climate change, so 
it's very exciting to be part of such 
a successful homegrown program." 

Vandal said he hopes the data 
collected from the program will 

have a positive impact in under-
standing and adapting to the effects 
of climate change.

He said the challenge is to make 
the project relevant and valid in 
terms of the work being done and 
the data being collected.

"I have a positive attitude and I'm 
confident the project is going to have 
a very important impact through the 
data collected and, also, a personal 
impact on individual lives, said Van-
dal.

"If we can take one young person 
at a time and introduce a change 
in their knowledge and perception, 
then that's a positive thing.

"You can't overestimate the 
importance of culture, heritage and 

language. It's all about feeling good 
about who you are, where you've 
been and where you're going to go.

"And that's what we're attempting 
to do in partnership with the people 
who live in the community and the 
territory. The Young Hunters pro-
gram is a homegrown program that 
we're proud to be a part of it."

The program is receiving three-
year funding in the amounts of 
$412,062 from the Climate Change 
Preparedness in the North program 
and $375,000 from the Indigenous 
Community-Based Climate Moni-
toring Program, as well as $439,954 
from the Climate Change and Health 
Adaptation program over a four-year 
period.

'It's kind of a marriage between traditional ways and the new challenges  
we have in climate change,' says Dan Vandal

Arviat Young Hunters program 
praised by federal minister

photo courtesy of northern affairs

Northern Affairs Minister Dan Vandal checks out the iconic inuksuk in Rankin Inlet on Feb. 12.

by Darrell Greer
 northern news services

Arviat

Thayer KomaKjuaK

player of the week
Îé∏≤Ò ÖÀ∏Ú≤ÒåÒ á∂ªÖÊπÍ´

Community: Arviat

Sport: Hockey

Age level: Bantam

Thayer, shown accepting award from Craig Collier, is this edi-
tion's player of the week for being named the Hardest Worker 
at the Rankin Rock Bantam Championship in Rankin Inlet this 
past month. Way to lead by example, Thayer!

  Nunavut's Award-Winning Voice of Kivalliq

news ᓄá·∆¿ÖÀî
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While I'm sure Northern Affairs 
Minister Dan Vandal was disappoint-
ed he couldn't fly into Arviat last 
week, he certainly made some valid 
points while speaking about the 
Young Hunters program.

I've written about the program a 
number of times over the years. It 
is well-deserving of the accolades 
the minister bestowed upon it and 
the confidence he showed in its con-
tinued success.

Two points Vandal made in par-
ticular hit the bull's-eye.

There can be no denying the 
importance of more and more 
Inuit youth reconnecting with their 
culture, language and traditional 
ways through initiatives like Arviat's 
Young Hunters program. 

It connects the youth with elders 
to learn about their heritage and 
develop traditional skills that enable 
them to become reliable hunters 
capable of bringing fresh supplies of 
country food back to their families 
and their community.

Youth participating in the pro-
gram also learn skills to monitor 
climate change around their home 
community. This makes for an 
effective marriage between trad-
itional and modern skills.

The program has put numerous 
youth in touch with their culture and 
helped them develop pride in being 
Inuit with a better understanding 
of their people's past through their 
contact with the elders.

And that's on top of developing 
invaluable hunting and 
land skills that will help 
them feed their families 
for years to come.

Being aware of who 
one is and where one 
come from does, indeed, 
increase one's confidence 
in themselves, as well as 
their pride in their culture, 
heritage and traditions.

And, Vandal was bang-
on in observing that the 
strength of the Young Hunters pro-
gram in Arviat stems from the fact 
that it's a homegrown initiative. 

Homegrown initiatives in the 
Kivalliq often prove themselves to 
be more effective in dealing with 
local issues and challenges than 
would-be solutions developed in the 
south and then adapted this way or 
another for the North.

A case in point would be the 
men's healing program, Men Rising 
Up, which has been received with 
open arms in a number of Nunavut 

communities since its beginnings in 
Coral Harbour more than a decade 
ago.

Similar effects can be seen in the 
youth sporting world when one looks 
at the annual season opener Ran-
kin Rock hockey camp, which was 

developed in the North, 
for the North and in the 
educational field with the 
highly-successful qajaq 
program developed by 
Victor Sammurtok School 
teacher Glen Brocklebank 
in Chesterfield Inlet.

Both the Rankin hockey 
camp and the Chester 
qajaq program are past 
recipients of Arctic Inspira-
tion prize monies to help 

them further develop and continue 
with their success.

The Arviat Young Hunters pro-
gram is, indeed, both inspiring 
and deserving of the accolades it's 
received for its positive impact on 
local youth.

And it's not alone in the Kivalliq 
region, where homegrown programs 
often lead the way in originality, cul-
tural relevancy and overall effective-
ness.

And that, in many respects, is the 
way it should be.            

northern news services

opinions ᓄwhmK5

Arviat program latest 
in successful Kivalliq  

homegrown initiatives 
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A PersonAl touCh
Julia Akerolik, from left, leads John Sharp and Arianna Tasseor in making their own cards for Valentine's Day in Rankin Inlet 
last week.
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JoAChiM AngoshAdluK

Community: Rankin Inlet

School: Simon Alaittuq 
School 

Grade: Six

Joachim is this edition's youth 
of the week for his enthusi-
asm for and dedication to a 
new program at his school 
introducing young students 
to basic trade skills. keep 
feeding that hunger to learn, 
Joachim!
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Student of the week

STREET talk
with Darrell Greer

kivalliqnews@nnsl.com

ᐊᔾᔩᑦ What's the last movie you 
watched that you'd recommend 

to someone else?

Glen Brocklebank:
"Maleficent 2."

Kandace Graham:
"lion."

Katherine Makkigak:
"Cinderella."

Keenan Eetuk:
"Guardians of the Galaxy 2."

Samuel Adams:
"The Missing Link."

Tommy Bruce:
"The last great movie I saw 
was One Flew Over the Cuck-
oo's Nest."

Horoscopes  
Date

ARIES - Mar 21/Apr 20
Aries, you may want to pick up a relationship 
right where you left off, but the other person 
may not be as amenable. Bide your time and 
give this person some space.
TAuRuS - Apr 21/May 21
A few extra goals never hurt anyone, Taurus. St 
down and see how your new resolutions can be 
turned into ways to achieve all of those tasks 
you hope to get done.
GEMInI - May 22/Jun 21
Gemini, while you may want to expand your 
social circle right now, you'ree just not sure how 
to get started. Networking opportunities may be 
the way to go.
CAnCER - Jun 22/Jul 22
There is no point getting into a disagreement 
over a situation you have no control over right 
now, Cancer. Instead, wait for the right opportun-
ity to express your position. 
LEo - Jul 23/Aug 23
Leo, take a step back from responsibilities at 
work to devote more energy to your relationships 
at home. Embrace activities that your family can 
enjoy together. 
VIRGo - Aug 24/Sept 22
Some melancholy may have you seeking out 
quiet corners, Virgo. Distancing yourself from the 
crowds is only a temporary fix. Instead, look for 
activities you find soothing.
LIBRA - Sept 23/oct 23
Someone close to you may be feeling under 
the weather and could use some extra support, 
Libra. Take a few days off to be the rock that 
this person can use right now.
SCoRPIo - oct 24/nov 22
Friends may make excessive demands on your 
time this week, Scorpio. As a generous person, 
you want to go along with it all, but be careful 
not to overextend. 
SAGITTARIuS - nov 23/Dec 21
Sagittarius, you are usually outgoing, but this 
week you may be feeling more shy and reserved. 
It could be because you are missing someone.
CAPRICoRn - Dec 22/Jan 20
Don't take what you hear this week at face 
value, Capricorn. The information that has been 
coming your way may not be entirely accurate. 
Make up your own mind.
AQuARIuS - Jan 21/Feb 18
Group activities or time spent with a spouse 
may not go as well as usual this week, Aquarius. 
Your mind is elsewhere. Until you are focused, 
things may seem stressed.  
PISCES - Feb 19/Mar 20
A minor disagreement could have you question-
ing a relationship, Pisces. Don't fret, as you'lll 
soon find that the turmoil is short-lived.
FAMouS BIRTHDAYS
FEBRUARY 16
Elizabeth Olsen, Actress (31)
FEBRUARY 17
Ed Sheeran, Singer (29)
FEBRUARY 18
Matt Dillon, Actor (56)
FEBRUARY 19
Seal, Singer (57)

photo courtesy of Glenn Woodford

A good sPort
Toronto Maple Leafs fan Troy Aksalnik gives a thumbs-up to the Montreal jersey 
he was forced to wear recently when the Habs beat the leafs 2-1, causing aksal-
nik to lose his friendly wager with Glenn Woodford in Rankin inlet.
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Close to 200 people start-
ed their day with a full belly 
and a broad smile thanks to 
the return of the annual Val-
entine's Pancake Breakfast 
at Victor Sammurtok School 
(VSS) in Chesterfield Inlet 
this past Friday, Feb. 14.

The Valentine's Pancake 
Breakfast, which began in 
2002, could not be held at 
the school in 2019 due to the 
hepatitis outbreak that affect-
ed the community.

VSS teacher Glen 
Brocklebank said the return 
of the event went quite well 
this past Friday.

He said there were at least 
100 students and VSS staff 
members at the breakfast, as 
well as about 80 people from 
the community.

"Our breakfast program 
cook, Rina Issaluk, helped 
make a lot of the food and 
others who pitched-in were 
Ana Leishman and Mary 
Makpah, while all of our 
staff members helped serve," 
said Brocklebank.

"Everyone had a good 
time and seemed to be really 
happy the pancake breakfast 
was back."

The event was open from 
about 8:30 a.m. until 9:30 
a.m.

"Our high school students 
in the aulajaaqtut program 
helped set-up the gym, did 
some decorating and then 
helped clean-up, so it worked 
pretty well for them to be able 
to help out and, at the same 
time, get credit for some 
service hours as part of the 
aulajaaqtut program require-
ments."

Brocklebank said it's 
always nice to see students 
and people from the com-
munity having a good time 
together at the school.

He said although now 
about 20 years old, the stu-
dents still look forward to the 
Valentine's Pancake Break-
fast every year at VSS.

"It's always nice to see 
families getting to sit together 
and enjoying a special break-
fast like this.

"You see the smiling 
faces and everyone enjoying 
the time together and you 
know the Valentine's Pancake 
Breakfast has a lot of years 
ahead of it yet at VSS.

"It's something the stu-
dents still look forward to and 
something every staff mem-
ber enjoys being a part of."

My yummy 
Valentine

Annual pancake breakfast 
returns to VSS in Chester

photos courtesy Glen Brocklebank

Nakasuk Issaluk, left, and Keisha Issaluk are all 
set to enjoy a delicious meal during the return 
of the annual Valentine's Pancake Breakfast at 
Victor Sammurtok School in Chesterfield Inlet on 
Feb. 14.

Abe Kadluk 
is all smiles 
while hav-
ing his plates 
loaded with 
goodies dur-
ing the annual 
Valentine's Pan-
cake Breakfast 
at Victor Sam-
murtok School 
in Chesterfield 
Inlet on Feb. 
14. 

by Darrell Greer 
northern news services

Chesterfield Inlet


