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 "Until this history and the mistakes made are clearly understood, we all suffer." 

– William Lines presented on behalf of YKDFN at the Giant Mine remediation hearings last week, page 5.

Four years for 
killing cabbie

Teen chased longtime City Cab driver down and beat him to death Nov. 19, 2018
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feature: 
Beautiful 
babies of 
2019!

Laura Busch – snow name Laurfrost – carves out 
the edges of the snow castle. The annual Snowking 
Winter Festival is just a month away and construc-
tion of the Snow Castle on the lake is in full swing. 
See more photos on page 14.
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Call them adventurers or gluttons for cold punishment, but 
either way these travellers seek to fulfill their winter mission 
desires through Yellowknife Vacations.

The travel company offers outings to see the aurora borealis 
and other winter activities like snowmobiling, dog sledding and 
ice fishing.

The tours include hotel accommodations and transportation, 
and even winter clothing rentals.

"We rent jackets and clothing for $30. Some companies go as 
high as $100 per day. We don't focus on generating revenue. We 
focus on providing quality services for people who want to visit 
Yellowknife," as company co-director Amit Tripathi said.

Originally from northern India, Tripathi came to Yellowknife 
from Toronto in 2009. He worked at the Yellowknife airport 
for several years and gradually built up experience in the travel 
industry before he teamed up with Verda Law to launch Yellow-
knife Vacations in May of 2018.

Consistent volume
Business has grown steadily since then, with the company 

averaging 500 tourists per month during its operating period of 
August to April.

"Numbers are consistent because we can't accept more than 
500 with our staff numbers and equipment usage and mainten-
ance costs," Tripathi said.

The main attraction for most Yellowknife Vacations customers 
is the aurora and that draws travellers from as far away as East 
Asia.

"Most are Mandarin speakers, second are Cantonese, third are 
English, fourth are Spanish speakers. We also have Japanese and 
Korean speakers," Tripathi said.

The company pairs groups with guides who speak the respect-
ive languages.

Despite its steady run so far, the company faces some chal-
lenges, and the main one is competition from rental car tours.

"We see these Ford Econoline buses with eight to 10 pas-
sengers. It's hard to say if that's a family or if it's a tour. They're 
not registered companies. Anybody can fly in and rent a car and 
conduct tours. It's unsafe and unethical. They take away the busi-

ness and they're not even registered," Tripathi explained. Even 
though these unofficial tours host the same number of tourists as 
Yellowknife Vacations, Tripathi said a lot of visitors want quality 
and don't necessarily want to do everything on the cheap.

"(They) look for registered companies and they do background 
checks of companies."

While the business has enjoyed a strong start in its first year 
and a half of existence, Tripathi said it's not all about dollars and 
cents and the company focuses on giving back to the community.

In September the company launched its Aurora Flight trip and 
sponsored some students to join the airborne outings.

"The school board gave us a name and we put that kid on the 
flight and that kid came back very happy. It was his first time 
seeing aurora," Tripathi said.

The company also sponsored some turkey dinners in Decem-
ber at a school in Behchoko.

For the foreseeable future Tripathi wants to extend the busi-
ness while improving its services.

"We don't want guests spending all of their money on aurora. 
There are so many aurora tours and our buses are full almost all 
the time. Our goal isn't to make more revenue it's to be affordable 
for tourists."

Yellowknife Vacations hosts 
500 tourists per month

Delivering Northern adventures

 image courtesy of yellowknife Vacations

Yellowknife Vacations specializes in aurora tours and winter excursions of snowmobiling, dog sledding 
and ice fishing. In the summer and fall it offers boating, fishing, hiking and city tours.

with Blair McBride

Focus
on business

business
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Correction
In the Jan. 24 issue of Yellowknifer, the incorrect 

photo was used in the headshot for Linnea Azzolini's 
column on page 20, "A first time for everything for 
Linnea Azzolini." Yellowknifer apologizes for the 
error.

News
Briefs

Students see Obama 
speak in Toronto

Two students from Yellowknife had a 
brush with history on Wednesday when they 
attended a conference where former United 
States president Barack Obama spoke.

Clairdean Jerome and Paul Reid from 
Ecole St. Patrick High School stood just a 
few hundred feet away while Obama spoke 
about society, the economy and climate 
change at The Future of Work & The New 
Economy conference in Toronto. 

"He was very down to earth for a man 
of his accomplishments," Reid told Yellow-
knifer over the phone from Toronto. The 
part that I remember is when he talked about 
solving problems with a diverse team of 
people, not just racially diverse but people 

with different specialties so they can attack 
situations from all angles."

"It made me realize more than before 
that our generation has to do something with 
upcoming problems or there might not be a 
world to live in."

Jerome said that being in the same room 
as the former president was "amazing."

A 'walking inspiration'
"He's a walking inspiration. He's casual 

and he's not aggressive. (He talked about) 
economics, climate change, youth, about our 
generation. It was a great opportunity to be 
here and hear him talk."

The St. Patrick pair were among hun-
dreds of other students invited to the event 
for free.

Jerome and Reid were chaperoned by 
St. Patrick principal Todd Stewart. Students 
from different parts of the NWT were select-
ed by their school districts to attend after 
John MacDonald, assistant deputy minister 
of Education spurred the effort to take 
Indigenous students to the conference.

"Ours were selected because we felt they 
could really benefit from it," Stewart said.

"I just hope they have a new appreciation 
of what's taking place. And to hear former 
president Obama inspire them to move for-
ward and help our economy and society."

Thousands of people attended the confer-
ence that was organized by the Economic 
Club of Canada and the Global Institute for 
Conscious Economics and was held at the 
Toronto Convention Centre.

Former president addresses economic forum
by Blair McBride 

Northern News Services

Photos courtesy of Todd Stewart

Clairdean Jerome, left, and Paul Reid from Ecole St. Patrick High School were in Toronto to hear former United 
States president Barack Obama speak about society, economies and climate change at the The Future of Work & 
The New Economy conference last week. Below: Former United States president Barack Obama, left, speaks with 
moderator Rhiannon Rosalind at the conference organized by the Economic Club of Canada and the Global Insti-
tute for Conscious Economics, in the Toronto Convention Centre.

RCMP updates on
calls for service

Yellowknife RCMP detachment commander 
Insp. Alex Laporte provided an update to city coun-
cil on statistics calls for service for the end of 2019.  
During the Jan. 20 government priorities committee 
meeting, Laporte said that there were 945 calls for 
service in the city in November, of which there were 
57 complaints of assault. Twenty-three – roughly 
half – occurred in the downtown and 15 were 
family-violence-related, Laporte said.

In the same month, the RCMP conducted 52 
foot patrols in the downtown core and "seized and 
destroyed" 25 bottles of liquor.

In December, there was a drop in calls of service 
to 905, with 49 of those being based on assault, 29 of 
which were in the downtown core. Laporte said 11 of 
those 29 were family violence related.

Also in December, 51 foot patrols were con-
ducted downtown and seven bottles were seized and 
destroyed, most of which were found near proximity 
to the day shelter, he said.

Laporte said 2019 ended with 11,822 calls for 
service at the Yellowknife detachment.

– Simon Whitehouse

Yellowknife's Digawolf
up for Juno Award

Local rocker Digawolf is nominated for Indigen-
ous Artist of the Year in this year's Junos.

The musician was chosen for his album Yellow-
stone, which was released last year and features both 
English and Tlicho lyrics. Digawolf was last nomin-
ated for a Juno in 2010, when Distant Morning Star 
was a contestant for Aboriginal Album of the Year.

"Those moments that you don't really forget … 
(Mahsi Cho) to all of the people who helped get 
us here!" Digawolf wrote on social media Tuesday.

This year's Junos are set for March 15 in Saskatoon.
– Nick Pearce

Council supports flag,
proclamation protocol 

City council supported that a proposal pitched 
by administration earlier this month to develop a 
"formal protocol/policy/procedure" with respect to 
how it gives official proclamations and how it raises 
or lowers its flags.

Councillors were generally hesitant to have 
administration make the task a high priority, but 
all supported the motion with only Coun. Shauna 
Morgan opposed. 

City senior administrative officer Sheila Bassi-
Kellett said that the city has heard from councillors 
that it isn't something that should be rushed but 
thought it could be a task that could be completed 
over the course of 2020. 

– Simon Whitehouse

More bitter cold to
follow warm break 

Yellowknifers will get a bit of a break from the 
frigid temperatures that have eaten up much of 
January so far but one meteorologist says it won't 
last long.

Anticipated temperatures will be uncharacter-
istically warm until the end of this week, however, 
extreme cold is likely to return, said Terri Lang of 
Environment and Climate Change Canada.

"It looks like daytime highs will be closer to -11 
C or -12 C and that is about 10 degrees above your 
seasonal average," said Lang. "That will likely be 
a welcome respite from the really deep cold you've 
experienced. There is still lots of winter left, though."

Meteorologists can't make long-term forecasts 
with strong predictability.

"We can see into the crystal ball future about 
10 days or so with any confidence and it does look 
like you will return to colder air perhaps by the end 
of next week or so," she said. "So it looks like that 
deeper cold might return again."

– Simon Whitehouse
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The Prince of Wales Northern 
Heritage Centre is taking advantage 
of Hockey Day in Canada festivities 
next week with a new exhibition that 
will remind the city of its rich hockey 
culture.

Beginning Thursday and taking 
place over the coming months, the 
museum will be staging a small exhib-
it recognizing Frank Horvat, a former 
Giant Mine worker who worked at the 
mine and who was a leading player on 
the Giant Mine Grizzlies from 1952 
to 1967.

Ryan Silke, a museum exhibitor 
and historian of the city's early days, 
said the exhibit is planned as a win-
dow into how Yellowknife's founding 
mines and ice hockey culture were 
deeply intertwined.

"Yellowknife's early history is real-
ly framed around gold mines and the 
settlers that came to Yellowknife and 
a lot of them were Prairie boys and 
people that came and established the 
culture of sport, especially hockey," 
said Silke.

Before city residents had access 
to nationwide, professional hockey 
broadcasts with the advancement of 
television in the late sixties, local 
teams playing the sport provided both 
a huge recreational activity and spec-
tator attraction.

Silke said in the city's earliest 
years leading into the Second World 
War, the battles between the Con 
Mine (Cougars), the Negus Mine 
(Hogans) and the town's business-
sponsored teams were legendary for 
their "primitive conditions."

Before the Gerry Murphy Arena 
was constructed in 1948 at the loca-
tion of what is now Somba K'e Civic 
Plaza, Yellowknife's early play took 
place on cleared rinks and in-between 
hand-built wooden boards.

Ice on the ice
"For a long time they built them on 

the ice and had to make due with pres-
sure cracks and everything else that 
would happen on the bay," said Silke.

"They were nice rinks and if you 
look at old photos, they had nice 
boards made out of planks and light-
ing for the middle of the winter."

The mines, in particular, recruited 
players from the south, developed ath-
letic clubs to build camp spirit and 
athleticism, and financed all of the 
equipment and infrastructure needed 
to build a competitive sport social 
scene that largely revolved around the 
sport, explained Silke.

"Hockey was an important part of 
those early athletic clubs and led to 
the forming of teams that competed 
against each other to pass time," he 
said.

"For a lot of these guys who 
worked and played, it was a very 
seriously competitive sport and it was 
not just fun. A lot of guys likened it a 
lot to being like war and the mining 
companies would actually hire based 
on athletic skill."

Most often this athletic skill was 
associated with hockey, but the mines 
also sought out fastball and softball 
players, as well as tennis players and 
curlers to complement the town's early 
culture, said Silke.

Horvat – the Grizzlies' star player 
and captain for years – is one of 
the few historical personalities in the 
city who have donated equipment to 
the museum to show the deep inter-
connectedness of hockey and mining.

Horvat's Giant Mine Grizzlies 
hockey sweater as well as skates 
from his final season of 1965/66 were 
acquired by the museum a few years 
ago when he died in Alberta.

"After Frank died, his family got 
in touch and we have some of his 
things - including his jersey and a 
pair of skates," said Silke. "They had 
asked that if there was a place to put 
his equipment in Yellowknife and to 
honour Frank for his years of playing 
hockey, that they would be happy to 
ship them up.

"The museum was happy to put 
them on display."

Part of the exhibit will include the 

Walter Howe Cup - the ultimate cov-
eted prize among teams and a prized 
possession at the museum. Based on 
its condition, Silke said it is clear 
that it reveals the rough-and-tumble 
culture of early hockey among early 
inhabitants.

"The trophy had a difficult journey 
through its life and it was basically 
always the case that the team who 
wins the cup can do whatever the hell 
they want with it," said Silke.

He added that there are legends of 
it being hoisted up flagpoles, hidden 
deep underground and used to drink 
beer or champagne.

"This cup would have also had 

handles but they are long gone and fell 
off at some point."

Silke said what may be most 
important of all of this history, how-
ever, is how it gave route to the hockey 
presence that is in Yellowknife and the 
NWT today.

Specifically, many of the charac-
ters who stayed around and played for 
years, often also assisted with youth 
hockey development or referee train-
ing or old timers and senior hockey 
development.

A few, namely Greg Vaydik and 
Vic Mercredi were even good enough 
to get to the National Hockey League, 
however briefly.

news

by Simon Whitehouse  
Northern News Services

Museum readies to mark 
the city's hockey heritage

Wikipedia photo

Greg Vaydik, a Yellowknifer who played five games for the 
Chicago Blackhawks during the 1976-77 season.
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Compensation for historical harms from 
Giant Mine could go before federal cabinet, 
according to MP Michael McLeod.

Once Yellowknives Dene First Nation sub-
mits a case for compensation and apology, it 
will go before Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 
and his ministers, McLeod said on Monday, 
although it's unclear when a final decision will 
be made.

"I'm already behind it," he said, citing dis-
cussions with Yellowknives Dene First Nation 
chiefs Edward Sangris and Ernest Betsina.

Asked about the case's chances for approval, 
he added it would be "given strong considera-
tion."

Later, he added, "It's pretty hard for anyone 
to deny that there's been a lot of impact to the 
community. There's been a lot of historic harms 
caused by this mine."

He further described the City of Yellow-
knife, the Yellowknives Dene, and the Giant 
Mine Oversight Board as being on the same 
page, with the case largely a matter of going 
through the proper steps.

Stipulating that he can't outline the proposal 
until reaching agreement with Ottawa, Sangris 
said Tuesday the Yellowknives' submission 
should be finished by April.

"We can't just ask for an apology for the sake 
of an apology. We have to document why the 
government has to apologize with how the oper-
ation has impacted the First Nation," he said.

"(The process allows) talk about the sub-
stance of the proposal, for both sides to agree 
to the final outcome of negotiation from that 
proposal," he said. "And we go from there."

Last week, apology and compensation for 

Giant Mine were top of mind for some of the 
First Nation's members attending the Mack-
enzie Valley Land and Water Board public 
hearings, which centre on a request from the 
federal government remediation team for a 
water licence and land permit to clean up the 
mine site.

The project is expected to cost more than 
$1 billion to complete while leaving 237,000 
tonnes of deadly arsenic trioxide buried and 
frozen underground until research reveals 
another solution.

While the two are separate processes, com-
pensation still loomed large at last week's 
hearings.

"YKDFN should be one of the richest First 
Nations in the Northwest Territories. I shouldn't 
have to come here and beg for compensa-
tion," one Yellowknives' member, Morris Henry 
Beaulieu, told the board last week.

The First Nation's presentation outlined the 
ongoing impacts of the mine, including the loss 
of key harvesting and cultural areas.

The Yellowknives noted effects on fish, 
wildlife and vegetation in the area – in addition 
to other ongoing costs borne by community 
members.

Years in the making
In 2017, the legislative assembly unani-

mously voted for then-premier Bob McLeod to 
write a letter to Ottawa urging compensation 
and an apology.

In 2018, the federal government acknow-
ledged that request. It indicated that the region-
al director general for Indigenous Relations and 
Northern Affairs agreed to enter into discus-
sions with the Yellowknives.

McLeod said Monday those discussion have 

taken place, in addition to advice and funding.
"There needs to be a business case put 

together. There needs to be a lot of details that 
needs to be documented. Most of it exists but it 

has to be packaged up and put forward," he said. 
"The government has to make sure it's in order. 
They have to do their due diligence on it."

'I'm already behind it,' Liberal MP says

NWT MP supports case for 
Giant Mine compensation

by Nick Pearce 
Northern News Services

NNSL file photo

NWT MP Michael McLeod, pictured announcing new funding outside of the legislative assembly in Yellowknife last summer, says he supports the YKDFN's claim 
for compensation for the damage caused by the Giant Mine. 
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A Yellowknife teen who beat an on-duty taxi driver to death 
in a "brutal" and "senseless" act of "uncontrolled rage" received 
a four-year sentence Tuesday – two years shorter than what 
prosecutors were calling for.

Elias Schiller, 19, pleaded guilty to manslaughter in the 
death of Ahmed Mahamud Ali, 73, a longtime City Cab 
driver described by devastated friends and family as a pillar in 
Yellowknife's Somalian community.

"(Elias) lost control of himself and did something awful," 
Justice Andrew Mahar said Tuesday, addressing a crowded 
Yellowknife courtroom packed with both friends and former 
colleagues of Ali and members of the Schiller family.

Mahar settled on a sentencing recommendation submitted 
by Elias' lawyer, Lance McClean.

Originally charged with second-degree murder, Elias was 
arrested on Nov. 19 2018 – just hours after Ali was found 
deceased in the backseat of his still-running cab outside the 
former Stanton Territorial Hospital.

Around 3:20 a.m. that morning, Ali picked Elias up from 
Fraser Arms Apartments before driving him to his Wilkinson 
Crescent home, which he shared with his father, 51-year-old 
James Schiller. In the driveway of the Schillers' home, an argu-
ment ensued between Ali and Elias. Ali shoved the much larger 
Elias, angering the teen.

Ali then exited his cab and fled. Elias chased him, catching 
up with him in the cul-de-sac of Wilkinson Crescent.

There, he fatally assaulted Ali. Elias was intoxicated at the 
time.

He left Ali laying in the snow for 25 minutes before he and 
his father James – who later pleaded guilty to being an acces-
sory after the fact to aggravated assault – decided to take Ali to 
the hospital. Elias moved Ali by his head into the backseat of 
the taxi. James, alone, then drove the taxi the hospital, parking 
in the emergency room parking lot.

Both men mistakenly believed Ali was still alive at the time 
James drove him to the hospital, the court heard.

The longtime cab driver was in fact dead.

Father tried to cover up son's violent assault
James left Ali in the backseat of the cab. He did not go 

inside the hospital to alert staff. Instead, James called hospital 
staff from a pay phone. Using an accent to disguise his voice, 

he advised hospital staff there was a man bleeding in a taxi cab 
outside. The call caused confusion among staff, and Ali's body 
wasn't discovered until some 25 minutes later. Staff, along with 
a City Cab driver sent by a dispatcher to check on Ali, located 
Ali's body in the backseat of his taxi.

Later that morning, James shovelled snow from his yard 
out onto the cul-de-sac in what prosecutors called a "botched 
attempt" to cover up blood at the scene of the assault.

Investigating Mounties soon found two spots of blood and a 
toque laying in the snow. Elias was arrested around 10 a.m. The 
court heard Elias confessed and apologized before the RCMP 
interview had even begun, telling police he did not mean to kill 
Ali. He expressed remorse and said he didn't rob Ali.

"In an act of uncontrolled rage, Elias chased (Ali) down and 

viciously beat him to death on the street," said prosecutor Jill 
Andrews. With no indication of a clear motive and no evidence 
that a robbery occurred, Andrews said there is "no explanation 
for this violent and senseless crime.

"This was a horrific crime that sent shock waves through 
our community."

Mahar, acknowledging the four-year sentence imposed 
Tuesday was "unusually low," noted Elias is an "unusually 
young" first-time offender. Elias was 18 when he beat Ali to 
death. Mahar considered Elias' circumstances as an Indigenous 
offender, his youthfulness, early guilty plea and "clear indica-
tion of remorse," in rendering his sentencing decision, the court 
heard.

McClean said his client has struggled with substance abuse 
since he was 13. He dropped out of school in Grade 9 after 
facing bullying about his weight and Indigenous identity. Elias 
grew up with some alcoholism and verbal abuse at home.

Mahar noted that at the time of the beating death, Elias was 
depressed and dealing with anger issues.

"I'm sorry from the bottom of my heart," Elias told Ali's 
friends and family in court Tuesday.

Mahar accepted a joint-recommendation from the Crown 
and James Schiller's lawyer, Tracy Bock, sentencing the 
51-year-old to a six-month jail sentence. With pre-trial custody 
credit, that amounts to time served, meaning James has no time 
left to serve.

"(James) was confronted with an almost impossible situation 
at 3:30 in the morning," said Mahar. While he broke the law 
and made poor choices, Mahar said James did so to protect his 
son and to get help for Ali.

'I forgive you' 
Fourteen victim impact statements were submitted by Ali's 

friends and family.
The court heard that Ali, like many other cab drivers who 

now reside in the capital, came to Canada in search of a better 
life.

Ali, known as a kind, hardworking man with a "contagious" 
laugh, provided financial support to over two dozen orphans in 
Somalia, the court heard.

Several cab drivers said they now drive in fear following the 
death of Ali, a veteran driver of 20-plus years who they often 
turned to for advice. They described not trusting passengers, 
even customers they've known for years.

"This nightmare will never end," wrote one friend.
Numerous letters, citing Islamic principles, emphasized the 

need to try and forgive the Schillers.
"I forgive you," a friend of the late cab driver said Monday.
Mahar called the gestures an "impressive and heartbreaking 

offer of reconciliation."
Elias Schiller has been in custody since his arrest in Novem-

ber 2018. With credit for time in pre-trial custody, he has about 
two years and two months left to serve.

news

by Brendan Burke  
Northern News Services

Brendan Burke/NNSL photo

James Schiller, 51, is shielded from media by family members as he exits the Yellowknife Courthouse 
Tuesday. His son was sentenced to four years behind bars for the beating death of a cab driver in 2018.

Teen gets four years for 
beating cabbie to death

Elias Schiller has about 26 months left behind bars
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The talent that began with teenage sketches of basketball star 
Kobe Bryant will soon become Darrell Chocolate's livelihood.

Bryant was one of nine people including his 13-year-old 
daughter Gianna killed in a helicopter crash on Sunday in 
California.

In 2003, when Chocolate was a high school senior, Bryant 
was coming off three back-to-back NBA championships. As 
a young artist growing up in Gameti, Chocolate was a fan. He 
admired Bryant's crossover, which made for creative inspiration 
as he illustrated Bryant's dunking ability on the page.

"I was a big fan," he said, recalling sketching other athletes 
like longtime Toronto Raptor Vince Carter.

Chocolate's classmates would ask him to illustrate their own 
favourite players during his spare time in class. There were 
other early supporters: when he graduated, his art teacher com-
missioned an oil painting of a canoe trip to remember him by.

He said he focused on "just the detail," when he created that 
piece. "And the facial likeness of the photograph, whether its 

animals or people. Just trying to create that same image."
His artwork focuses on realism, attempting to capture the 

detail of a photograph onto the canvas. Chocolate always starts 
with a subjects' eyes – they're all unique, he said, like a finger-
print.

"Once you get the eyes done everything falls into place after 
that," he said. "The nose, the mouth. But the eyes is what you 
want to capture the most."

Vivid images
He adds colours later in the process to make the image more 

vivid.
His work carries a lot of humility, he said, explaining a com-

mission to paint someone's grandparent "will mean something 
to someone, and bring happiness to that person."

Chocolate wanted to go to art school after graduation, but 
found work at Diavik Diamond Mine instead, leaving his high 
school sketches to suffice as his artistic background.

He continued to sketch, but never painted. In 2009, a co-
worker at the mine asked for a portrait, which Chocolate worked 

on during his two weeks off.
His co-worker liked it and "my painting career started from 

there," said Chocolate.
Chocolate built momentum until January 2019, when he won 

the Northwestel Art Competition for the cover of NWT's phone 
directory. That earned him some national media coverage.

That was a focal point of his artistic life, he said, leading to 
more income and wider recognition, both from the community 
and southern Canada.

He hopes this backing will soon lead to a full-time art career. 
As a father of five children, he aims to focus on his creative 
output and help with the kids, no longer having to leave for two-
week stretches (to work in the mine).

Currently, it's difficult to spend time with his kids and create 
his art on his time off.

Given a full time career, he could work on larger projects, 
like a life-size portrait of he and his wife on their wedding he 
started two days ago.

"That would mean fulfilling my dream of becoming an art-
ist. Because that's what I liked to do right? That's what I love 
to do since childhood," he said. "Just create art. To do that full 
time, that would be my dream.

"It all started with sketches and basketball players." 

Darrell Chocolate started sketching basketball star, now looks to full-time art career

From Kobe to canvas: NWT 
artist inspired by late NBA star

by Nick Pearce 
Northern News Services

Nick Pearce/NNSL photos

Darrell Chocolate learned art from high school illustration of athletes like Kobe Bryant, seen in the left sketch. 

Darrell Chocolate adds colour to his paintings later in the process so they are more vivid.
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SEND uS YouR CoMMENTS

you can e-mail us at editorial@nnsl.com; mail to 
Box 2820, yellowknife X1A 2r1; or drop your letter off 
at our office at 5108-50th Street. 

All letters submitted must be signed with a return 
address and daytime telephone number so that we 
can confirm it came from you.

Not all letters will necessarily be published. Pref-
erence is given to short letters of broad interest or 
concern. 

We particularly encourage new contributors as  
we attempt to publish a cross-section of public 
opinion.

Letters of more than 300 words, open letters and 
those published elsewhere are seldom used. We 
reserve the right to edit for length or taste and to 
eliminate inaccurate or libelous statements. 

We may also choose to use a letter as the basis 
for a story. 

CoMMeNts aNd views FroM YeLLoWKNiFer aNd letters to the editor

Editorial & opinions

Wikimedia Commons photo

The CDC's Dr. Terrence Tumpey, microbiologist for the National Center for Infectious Diseases, examines specimens of the 
1918 Pandemic Influenza Virus—a virus that was reconstructed in hopes of combating a future influenza pandemic. The 
safety advice to avoid the novel coronavirus that made the species leap in a market in China in December, more than 100 
years after that outbreak, is the same: wash your hands, cough into your elbow and stay home if you're sick.

Northwest territories chief medical 
officer Kami Kandola should be com-
mended for getting out the message on 
coronavirus.

she's in a precarious position, 
responsible for providing accurate and 
relevant information to the public in a 
timely fashion but clearly needing to 
avoid creating panic, which can exacer-
bate a fluid situation or outright create 
a problem where there wasn't one.

still, the daily dose of developments 
in this now global story has us hungry 
for more information in high traffic 
areas such as the airport, government 
buildings, malls and grocery stores, and 
from newspapers, radio, television and 
the internet.

the morbid task of updating the 
number of people who have died as 
a result of the virus on a daily basis – 
26, 43, 56, 81 – has been a powerful 
reminder of how quickly information 
moves today.

Counting the Mers (Middle east 
respiratory syndrome) outbreak of 
2012, the coronavirus is the third since 
2002-03 to jump species from animals 
to humans. 

data assembled by Global News 
puts the coronavirus's fatality rate 

of between three and four percent 
between polio and whooping cough in 
the grand scheme of things – and sig-
nificantly below the nine-to-16 per-cent 
fatality rate among sars cases.

we now use the term "viral" to 
describe the most popular and quickly 
spreading content online. 

it's a bitterly ironic development in 
human history, one that took place 
after the 2003 sars outbreak that 
killed 800 people worldwide, 44 of 
them Canadian. 

so Yellowknifers can be forgiven for 
being concerned that while dr. Kandola 
and her colleagues in public health 
across Canada and around the world 
continue to downplay the danger posed 
by the coronavirus, the number of 
infected and dead continues to rise.

there are unprecedented numbers 
related to the travel bans imposed in 
and around wuhan, the central Chinese 

city at the epicentre of the outbreak 
-- 33 million people in 10 cities barred 
from leaving. it's hard to ignore that 
there is a significant, valuable and 
most welcome contingent of tourists 
from asia, predominantly Chinese, in 
Yellowknife particularly at this time of 
year. they're highly visible downtown in 
their bright blue Canada Goose parkas, 
but there are confirmed infections on 
four continents, including in ontario, 
washington state, California, illinois 
and arizona, which means a carrier 
could come from anywhere now.

this is why it's so important for 
public health officials at the GNwt to 
go heavy on preventative messaging 
and measures within the territory now. 
Make sure there is signage in appropri-
ate places, that schools and govern-
ment offices have been briefed and are 
alert. 

For the individual, these measures 
are the same recommended for flu sea-
son: washing hands frequently, cough-
ing into your elbow, and staying home if 
you are sick.

there are 24 rooms that could be 
used to quarantine a potential corona-
virus case at stanton territorial hospi-
tal. here's to never using any of them 
for that purpose.

Coronavirus concerns

Assurances that the risk to the NWT is 'low' fall short
Northern News Services

THE ISSUE:
CORONaVIRUS RISK

WE SAY:
DON'T PaNIC, BUT BE PREPaRED
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What are your thoughts on the coronavirus outbreak?

Allan Yeoman
"it's scary how fast it 
traveled and i'm mak-
ing sure my kids know 
and understand why 
they have to wash their 
hands."

Meta Antolin
"Public health author-
ities are doing their job 
and there's no cause 
for mass hysteria. We 
just have to be smart 
about it and vaccinate 
once there is a vac-
cine." 

Charles Elgoyhen
"i don't think it's really 
an issue in yellow-
knife."

Dean Eskich
"i think it's sensational-
ized. regular influenza 
kills more people than 
this virus. young chil-
dren and people with 
compromised immune 
systems have to take 
extra precautions. it's 
not the end of the 
world."

Linda Bussey
"Health authorities 
need to be up front 
about it. Since SArS i 
hope there are better 
mechanisms in place 
to track the spread of 
the virus. We need to 
be kept informed." 

Lois Little
"it's one of the pan-
demics that we have to 
pay attention to. As a 
country we're a much 
better prepared than 
we were with SArS."

WE asked you!
with Blair McBride

editorial@nnsl.com

Giant Mine decision 
is in the right hands

Express yourself: Write a letter to the editor
Letters should be short and to the point. No longer than 500 words, please. your letter should be 
relevant to our readers. emailed letters are preferred. include your full name and a phone number, as 
we verify authenticity of all letters prior to publication. We may edit your letter for grammar, length (for 
our print version) or any potential legal issues. 
Email your letter to: editorial@nnsl.com with the subject line: Letter to The editor 
Or by regular mail: yellowknifer 5108 50 St., Yellowknife, NT., X1A 1S2 Attn: Editor 

commentary

I am so glad that the decision over wheth-
er to give the Giant Mine Oversight Board 
(GMOB) the five-year land use and 20-year 
water permit is in the hands of 
The Mackenzie Valley Land and 
Water Board and its advisory 
staff.

With its concern for the lands, 
animals and waters of the NWT 
as well as the numerous stake-
holders, this group more than any 
other has the best interests of all 
parties at heart. I do not have that 
same confidence with many of the 
newly elected officials or other 
departments that work on environ-
mental and climate change issues. 
And as importantly, this group, as 
the one that approves or puts con-
ditions on proposed projects, holds 
the environmental well-being of 
the territories in its hands during the most 
critical time in our history.

I have more faith in this body and these 
individuals than any other governing body in 
the North. 

They need our support.
Since that tragic explosion 30 years ago 

that claimed eight innocent lives and revela-
tions 20 years ago that millions of tons of 
arsenic trioxide was floating in the air and 
coating buildings onsite, Giant Mine has 
been not only the territory's worst nightmare 
but also the world's since there is enough of 
that toxic dust frozen and stored on site to 
poison the planet three times over.

To say it fractured relationships between 
the white community, especially those who 
went ahead with the mine without consent, 
and the Dene is an understatement.

That was their hunting and harvesting 
ground and it is still uncertain how many 
lives were lost because of the free floating 
dust and unfettered development. At various 
times during the mine's operation, attempts 
were made to reduce the toxic dust pollution 
but there was never enough done to stop it.

The result is that 237 million tons of 
arsenic trioxide is frozen and buried on site 
costing the federal government millions in 
perpetuity to keep until a way is found to 
make it safe.

During the first all stakeholders meeting 
I participated in Dettah five years ago, some 
members of the Yellowknives Dene were 
so angry that I thought reconciliation and 
reclamation would never move ahead. And I 
didn't blame them after listening to the tragic 
stories of the impacts on their community. 
Lives and lands lost.

Likewise, consultants overseeing the 
remediation had horror stories of their own 
describing the critically contaminated build-
ings that needed to be dismantled immedi-

ately.
It was such a great relief to hear at 

another stakeholders meeting last October 
that much of that high risk work had been 

done and as importantly, that the 
Dene were looking for a way to 
go forward that might encapsulate 
their pain but not their anger.

There was hope.
During the hearings, however, 

there were also concerns that the 
project might not go forward with-
out more detailed plans and with 
a shorter water licence term. And 
that still maybe the case and we 
will have to wait for several weeks 
before we hear the MVLAWB 
decision. 

Considering the make up of 
that board and its advisors, I think 
the decision, whichever route it 
takes, will be a good one.

With almost a quarter-million 
tons of arsenic trioxide contained on site and 
no way to detoxify it, and with so much clean 
up ahead, it was no small wonder that people 
wanted that to proceed quickly.

Living in a world threatened by quickly 
encroaching climate change conditions, we 
need to move fast on many fronts and with 
steady, careful hands.

No plan will be perfect now in most areas 
as conditions change faster than we can 
imagine. There was a clear sense that all the 
stakeholders were aware of that.

We are living in a world where the most 
important issue of the day is our environ-
mental impact and climate change and we 
have 10 short years to act. I think we all need 
to be grateful that this issue is in the hands 
of a board that operates at arms length from 
the two governments involved. They have 
both failed us too many times.

If we have learned anything from the 
Giant Mine nightmare, it's the price of push-
ing ahead with developments that have not 
been well thought out or included the neces-
sary input from all stakeholders, including 
the land, water and animals that cannot 
speak for themselves.

I know this board will do well and let's 
hope governments have learned the valuable 
lessons we need to move ahead safely.

Postscript: Bruce Valpy, no one said 
no mining (Collateral damage – where do 
Indigenous economies fit in with climate 
change crusade, nnsl.com, Jan. 27). They 
said cost benefit analysis favouring green 
economies.

And yes, in this age of fast approaching 
climate change, unnecessary mining that 
doesn't help in green pursuits is irresponsible. 
There are lots of alternative industries.

Our job is to find them and try them out. 
Our survival depends on it.

NOTES  
from the trail

Nancy Vail is a longtime 
Yellowknifer concerned with 

social justice.

NNSL file photo

Giant Mine has been not only the territory's worst nightmare but also the 
world's since there is enough of that toxic dust frozen and stored on site to 
poison the planet three times over, columnist Nancy Vail writes.

Northern News Services
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Yellowknife children and their families 
escaped the chilly and got silly on Saturday 
at the Children's Festival of Silliness held 
in the Northern Arts and Cultural Centre 
(NACC). 

The first main event was the play 
Th'owxiya: The Hungry Feast Dish based 
on a story written by Joseph A. Dandurand, 
a writer and member of the Kwantlen First 
Nation near Langley, British Columbia. 

The play is about the spirit Th'owxiya 
that inhabits a feast dish containing delicious 
foods from around the world but the spirit has 
a taste for eating children. When she catches 
a mouse (kw'at'el in the Halkomem language) 
stealing cheese she orders two child spirits be 
brought for her to eat or else she will dine on 
the mouse' entire family.

The mouse teams up with a raven 
(sqeweqs), a sasquatch (sasq'ets) and two 
bears (spa:th) to find alternate items to please 
Th'owxiya and the effort serves as lessons in 
knowledge and forgiveness. 

The play and its five-member cast, from 
the Vancouver-based Axis Theatre are cur-
rently touring Canada.

Between main events, children enjoyed 
face-painting, bouncing and sliding in a 
bouncy castle, popcorn and other activities in 
the NACC lobby.

The second main event was a show in 
French and English by Isabelle la Wonder-
ful, an entertainer based in Cochrane, Alta. 
She wowed the crowd with balloon animals, 
jokes, magic tricks and number games. A 
few children joined her on stage to be her 
assistant.

Yellowknife kids get silly 
at Festival of Silliness

Kids enjoy the King of the Kastle bouncy castle. 

Isabelle, left, holds shut a magic suitcase as her assistant Evelyn Denley prepares to hit it with a giant 
foam baton. 

Entertainer Isabelle la Wonderful makes a balloon animal in the lobby of 
the NACC.

Isabelle, left, invites her assistant Wyatt Round to choose a card from a deck. 

Isabelle la Wonderful, left, performs a trick 
with a cloth bag along with her assistant Navalie 
Nadeau.

Santana Bagnall has her face painted in the lobby. The raven (played by Taran Kootenhayoo), left, speaks with the mouse. 

Blair McBride/nnSl photos

The mouse (played by Lindsay Warnock), left, and a drummer (played by Raes Calvert) listen as the sasquatch (played 
by Chelsea Rose) speaks. 

The sasquatch, raven, bears and mouse characters perform during the play Th'owxiya: The Hungry Feast 
Dish at the Children's Festival of Silliness in the NACC on Saturday. 

Bears played by Merewyn Comeau, left, and Raes Calvert posture to the right 
of Th'owxiya spirit feast dish. 

northern news Services

THEATRE 
feature

by Blair McBride
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Building up the snow castle

With the annual Snowking Winter Festival just a month 
away, construction of the snow castle on the lake is in full swing. 

Workers on Saturday hacked and trimmed ice and snow 
off the edges of the structure as new rooms and features of the 
castle take shape. 

Construction of the castle started on Jan. 1 and will run 
seven days a week until the Snowking Festival official opens on 
Feb. 29, which will the be the 25th Snowking Festival.

More than 500 blocks of ice, taken from Great Slave Lake 
last November will go into the chilly palace, said Snowking 
spokesperson Laura Busch. 

The completed castle will comprise a Great Hall where 
the main stage will be, a courtyard with a playground, a cafe, 
visitors centre and seating. 

About 10 core crew members – and some volunteers – are in 
charge of building the castle.

 More than 100 people in total run the festival, including 
volunteers, staff members who organize performances and 
administration personnel. 

SNOW 
Feature

by Blair McBride

Blair McBride/NNSL photos

Above: Laura Busch – snow name Laurfrost – carves out the edges of the snow castle. Below left: Patrice 
Tremblay works on the ice of what will eventually be the VIP booths. Below right: Guide aidan McMahon 
poses in front of a window of the castle. Bottom: Shauna Morgan, left, and Laura Busch work on the walls.

photo story
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Frustrated foster caregivers, continuing their call for swift gov-
ernment action to fix a failing and "broken" child welfare system, 
brought their concerns straight to Premier Caroline Cochrane 
Monday night.

Half-a-dozen foster parents sat down with Cochrane at a Range 
Lake constituency meeting hosted by the premier at Tim Hortons.

The meeting was open to questions and concerns from all con-
stituents. But ongoing oversight and accountability issues plaguing 
the territory's beleaguered child and family services system – 
detailed to media in recent weeks by exhausted and "unsupported" 
caregivers – dominated the evening's discourse.

"When a house burns down, do you start rebuilding from the 
roof? No, you start at the very bottom. That's not happening here," 
an exasperated foster parent told Cochrane, alluding to attempts 
from the Department of Health and Social Services to improve its 
child services division in the wake of a damning 2018 federal audit.

Boost support for youth aging
out of system, say caregivers 

Caregivers, joined by Foster Family Coalition of the NWT 
executive director Tammy Roberts, raised a number of issues with 
Cochrane, from a lack of access to critical trauma counselling for 
children in care to a need to better support for youth who are aging 
out of the system.

These concerns and more were outlined in a 27-page letter, 
accompanied by a host of recommendations, sent to Health and 
Social Services Minister Diane Thom late last year. After initially 
replying with an ill-received, four-line response, Thom agreed to 
sit down with coalition board members Jan. 30.

Challenging a recent report from the department touting prog-
ress since the audit, several foster caregivers told Yellowknifer 
improvements on a ground level haven't been made – child servi-
ces workers still aren't returning emails; parents continue to take 
in children without receiving basic health information beforehand; 
limitations to trauma counselling persist and support is scarce and 
children remain at risk.

As premier, Cochrane said she's emphasized to MLAs the 
importance of working with community members. For Thom, that 
means listening to the concerns of foster caregivers on a regular 
basis, Cochrane said.

"Tell us what you want to see in the next four years," she said, 
urging foster caregivers to present concise and "concrete" prior-
ities to Thom when both sides meet on Thursday.

"I can't change the world in a day," said Cochrane, who has a 
background in social work.

"It would be inappropriate for us a government to say we have 
all the answers. We don't."

Asked by a foster parent whether or not new funding for the 
health department's child and family services division over the 
next few years, Cochrane wasn't exactly optimistic.

"There's not a lot of money out there," the premier replied, cit-
ing the territory's waning mining industry and a gloomy 10-year 
economic outlook.

One caregiver in attendance challenged Cochrane.
"I get the economy is bad, but money has to be moved 

around because it's kids. It's vulnerable kids. We're putting kids 
at risk," they said.

Cochrane said some "tough" funding choices will have to be made 
when MLAs sit down to determine how resources are best allocated.

"It's hard to say where the money will go," Cochrane later told 
Yellowknifer. "The next step for ministers will be sitting down 
together to decide where best to put the funding so that we can 
meet our mandate commitments."

Child welfare woes won't be solved
in next four years: premier 

Cochrane said her biggest takeaway from Monday's meeting 
was that foster caregivers "want to be heard."

"They want to develop a positive relationship with our govern-
ment and actually have a voice in what's happening," she said.

While Cochrane said Thom is actively engaging with the 
coalition, she stressed that fundamental changes to the territory's 
welfare system won't happen overnight.

"We're not going to solve world peace in four years," Cochrane 
told Yellowknifer. "We're not going to get all the children in care 

provided proper services in four years. I just know that."
Facing an uphill battle, Cochrane said she's going to push to 

have meetings between the minister - or department officials - and 
foster families or the coalition every six months.

A foster caregiver in attendance Monday evening, who asked 
not to be identified, said she welcomes the idea.

"Then the ideas will be new and the complaints will be fresh; 
(the department) wouldn't be able to say they don't know what's 
going on," she said. The caregiver said the move would mark a 
significant departure from the last government's "old boy's club," 
where complaints and requests for meetings often fell on deaf ears.

Asked what she gained from Monday's meeting, the woman 
replied "hope.

"(Cochrane) is telling us the way it is. She needs solutions, she 
needs help and she's willing to listen. We never had that."

The caregiver is now more optimistic heading into this week's 
meeting with Thom.

"I feel like I can say what I need to say and not be persecuted."

by Brendan Burke  
Northern News Services

news

Fixes to child welfare system 
will take years, premier says

Premier Caroline 
Cochrane told 
frustrated foster 
parents to give con-
crete and realistic 
priorities to Health 
and Social Servi-
ces Minister Diane 
Thom when the 
two sides sit down 
Thursday.

Brendan Burke/NNSL photo

Foster families confront premier at coffee shop constituency meeting



16  yeLLoWkNiFer, Wednesday, January 29, 2020

SportS hotline • JameS mccarthy
phone: (867) 873-4031 • email: sports@nnsl.com • Fax: (867) 873-8507

Sports & recreation

And so the trials are all 
over.

Team NT's 2020 Arctic 
Winter Games rosters are 
all set following the second 
wave of trials held around 
the NWT this past weekend. 
Four of those trials happened 
in Yellowknife – speedskat-
ing, wrestling, badminton and 
snowboarding – with every-
thing wrapping on Saturday.

Badminton will have a full 
complement of athletes in all 
four divisions – juvenile boys 
and girls and junior boys and 
girls – with a singles tourna-
ment on Friday making up the 
lion's share of the decision as 

to who will be on the plane to 
Whitehorse in March.

Julie Jeffery and Jeremy 
Kielstra are the team's coach-
es with Kielstra saying some 
of the categories were a bit 
tighter than others.

"We had a couple of cat-
egories with just four athletes 
so between fitness, skills 
and our tournament, things 
shook out in a way that we 
could choose the team," he 
said. "The juvenile boys was 
a big group so that was tough. 
There were a few at the top 
who were pretty tight so we 
had to consider all of the vari-
ables."

Kielstra and Jeffery got 
some help picking the final 

roster from a couple of evalu-
ators and Kielstra said that 
was a big help.

"We bounced ideas off of 
each other and that's always 
good to be able to do," he said.

Once the singles tourna-
ment ended, the coaches took 
the potential top athletes and 
put them together on doubles 
teams to see how they fared 
with each other, he added.

"We wanted to get an idea 
of who plays well together," 
he said. "That's a large part 
of the tournament in White-
horse – the two categories of 
doubles: male and female and 
then mixed. It's important to 
get players who can play well 
with each other."

When it comes to the bad-
minton competition, Green-
land is the presumptive 
biennial favourite to be at or 
near the top every time. Nuna-
vut is also another strong out-
fit as is Alberta North.

Kielstra said he feels the 
junior division players will be 
able to hold their own on the 
court.

"We have a strong group of 
junior players," he said. "It's 
always hard to make predic-
tions before the Games and I 
don't want to make any."

Those junior players 
include Hillary Huynh, who, 
along with India Edwards-
Loewen, will make up the 
junior girls squad.

Huynh said she was sore 
and tired after everything 
was over but the happiness of 
making the team made things 
feel better, especially consid-
ering how things happened 
two years ago.

"I had an allergic reac-
tion two years ago during my 
tryout but I didn't this year, 
thankfully," she said. "We're 
all good now but I thought 
about two years ago and what 
I needed to improve on. I just 
wanted to have fun and do the 
best I could, to be honest. It 
was fun re-connecting with 
everyone."

Ty Lafferty made the 
juvenile boys team along with 
Ben Naugler and he's said he's 

just happy he made the final 
cut.

"I really wanted to go," 
he said. "I haven't played in a 
lot of events like this. I didn't 
think I would make it because 
badminton isn't my biggest 
sport. I just let it happen and 
have fun while doing it, play 
the best that I could."

All of Lafferty's four older 
siblings have been to the 
Games in some way, shape 
or form over the years and his 
making the team makes it a 
clean sweep in that household.

"I have to one-up them all 
now and show them," he said.

Second batch of arctic Winter Games trials round out Team NT rosters

Wave two and through 

James McCarthy/NNSL photo 

Luke Dizon, left, leads the pack trailed by Dalton McLeod of Inuvik and Sylvain Rourke out of a corner during the junior boys 1,000-metre race in the arctic Winter 
Games speedskating trials at the Multiplex this past Friday.

Please see next page

by James McCarthy  
Northern News Services

Minor hockey tournament time 
The second big minor hockey of the season in Yellowknife 

is on the horizon.
It's the Chris Bergman Memorial Invitational and it kicks off 

on Friday afternoon at 4:30 p.m. with the first set of games at 
the Multiplex. This year's tournament will feature action in the 
Timbits, initiation, atom and bantam divisions.

Kacee MacLean, president of the Yk Minor Hockey Asso-
ciation, said there are teams making the trip in from Hay River, 
Inuvik and Fort Smith to take on the teams from Yellowknife.

The tournament will also feature a special opening cer-

emony on Saturday morning at 10 a.m. before the bantam 
division game between the Wolfpack peewee B team and the 
Old Time Rangers as Dot Bergman, Chris Bergman's wife, will 
take part in a ceremonial puck drop involving her grandson, 
Nate Bergman.

The Timbits and initiation divisions won't have champion-
ship games – they'll just play a series of games right through to 
Sunday – but the atom and bantam divisions will have playoffs 
and a championship game each and those contests will happen 
on Sunday afternoon.

Brier spot up for grabs
The 2020 Tim Hortons Brier will be in Kingston, Ont., 

starting on Feb. 29 and who will represent the NWT is still up 
in the air.

The NWT Men's Curling Championship gets underway in 
Hay River tomorrow with five teams from Yellowknife and Hay 
River doing battle for the right to wear the colours next month. 
Jamie Koe and his rink from the Yellowknife Curling Centre 
go in as the defending champions and they will be up against 

the Yellowknife rinks skipped by Greg Skauge and Glen Hudy 
as well as Darcy Delorey and Keith Dohey, who will skip the 
Hay River rinks.

The set-up is similar to the women's championship earlier 
this month with the five teams playing a single round-robin 
with the top team advancing straight to the final while the sec-
ond and third-place teams duke it out in the semifinal for the 
right to play in the final.

Canoe coaches wanted
Canoe/kayak has been a sport which has been kind to the 

NWT at the North American Indigenous Games over the years 
and the NWT Kayak Association is looking for some coaches to 
help keep that success going.

The head coach and assistant coach positions are open and 
anyone who's looking to apply must have the Competition 
Coaching certification along with the Aboriginal Coaching 
Modules and a clean criminal record check, among other things.

The deadline to apply is Feb. 2 at midnight and you can get 
in touch with Shona Barbour for all the details.

SPORTS
Check

with James McCarthy
e-mail: sports@nnsl.com
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Wrestlers work it out 
Wrestling will see six athletes from Yellowknife hit the 

mats in Whitehorse and it's a team not short on experience. 
Five of the six were at the Western Canada Summer Games 
in Saskatchewan back in August and they will be back for 
another go-round in what will be their last Arctic Winter 
Games experience.

Don Reid is the team's head coach and he said it's encour-
aging to see the experience his team has.

"We've been able to keep a core group together for years," 
he said. "Paul (Reid) and Ava (Applejohn) have been with me 
since Grade 4 and now they're in Grade 10 and 11 so they've 
been around for a while."

The trials saw a competition day at Mildred Hall on Jan. 
23 followed by two days of workouts at St. Pat's after that. 
The weekend saw the return of Ron Gonzalez to the NWT, 
a familiar face to those who have been around the wrestling 
scene in the territory long enough. Gonzalez lives in Sas-
katchewan now but was born in Hay River and was on hand 
to give some tips and pointers to the athletes.

"Ron is a veteran of coaching at the grassroots level," said 
Reid. "He has the experience of coaching the Saskatchewan 
team to the gold medal at the (2017) Canada Summer Games 
and that's great. The kids have seen some new things and rein-
forcing some old things with some different set-ups."

In Saskatchewan, the wrestling team won one of the six 
medals, that being a silver courtesy of Cameron Courtoreille, 
and Reid said he's hoping to see some competitive results from 
the team this time around.

"No easy matches," he said. "Everyone has to have tough 
matches and that's always the goal for them to have."

More matches for the athletes will be the goal and that 
begins this coming weekend as they will be heading to the 
University of Alberta High School Championships in Edmon-
ton, followed by a trip to Gonzalez's club in Saskatoon for 
practice and a tournament.

"We'll get two more big rounds before the Games and 
hopefully, that brings everyone together to work on fitness, get 

on the mats and build confidence," said Reid. 
Alaska will be the big team to beat in Whitehorse but 

Alberta North will be strong as will Nunavut as they will be 
sending a team of 11.

Weather plays havoc with travel plans
Reid said the team competition, which pits all of a team's 

wrestlers against another squad to earn points toward a total, 
will most likely be used as practice because the NWT won't 
be able to fill all the spots.

"Everyone will come out on the individual side of the tour-
nament," he said. "I wouldn't say we were at our best in the 
team competition (in Saskatchewan) but we certainly came 
out a lot stronger in the individual. Cameron won that silver 
medal so we're expecting much the same. We'll go out and 
compete hard and we won't lose sleep if we don't medal in the 
team competition."

The speedskating team was put together using results 
based on the 500, 1,000 and 1,500-metre races on the Friday 
and Saturday at the Multiplex. Most of the spots were taken 
up by athletes from Yellowknife.

Snowboarding happened at its home base of Bristol Pit 
with action happening in the big air, banked slalom and rail 
jam events, the very same set the athletes will see in White-
horse.

With the trials now over, the job turns to making sure 
everyone who made a team gets registered and that's the job 

of Doug Rentmeister, Team NT's chef de mission.
But before that happens, the job was making sure everyone 

got home following the trials and Rentmeister said that caused 
more than one headache.

"The weather just didn't co-operate at all," he said. "It 
played havoc with the charter flights with all of the snow and 
freezing rain. We were wondering if we would have to pay 
for a second charter flight because there was the worry about 
planes not being able to land in Fort Smith or Fort Resolution, 
not to mention roads being closed in Inuvik."

Everyone did make it back home safe and sound eventu-
ally, he said.

In terms of numbers for the second wave of trials, Rent-
meister said participation was up across the board from two 
years ago, although some sports didn't have as good a turnout 
as in previous years.

"Wrestling and table tennis were direct entry and that was 
a surprise with table tennis," he said. "On the plus side, we had 
great turnouts for Dene games in Fort Resolution and Arctic 
sports up in Inuvik so that bodes well for the future."

The registration deadline for all athletes is Feb. 10 and 
that's the next big date for Rentmeister. There's also the cloth-
ing reveal and that's scheduled to happen sometime early next 
month.

"Now it's all about getting the prep work done," said Rent-
meister. "We're starting to work on the charters to Whitehorse 
for the team so getting the trials over with is good."

Paul Bickford/NNSL photo 

Jaylen Base-Smith takes aim at the target during the archery trials in Hay River on Saturday.

fact
FILE

CONFIRMED ROSTERS  
FROM SECOND WAVE 
All athletes from yellowknife

Familiar wrestling squad
Continued from page 16

Archery
Compound female
Ella Skauge*

Compound male
Jaylen Base-Smith*

Arctic sports
Junior male
Dawson Craig
Titan Klengenberg
Corwin Simmons*

Junior female
Danica Taylor
Sharon Klengenberg*
Harley Klengenberg*

Open women
Veronica McDonald
Cheyenne Lafferty Aurora 

Kotokak*
source: Aboriginal Sports 

Circle of the NWT

Badminton
Julie Jeffery – coach
Jeremy Kielstra – coach 

Junior girls
India Edwards-Loewen
Hillary Huynh

Juvenile boys
Ty Lafferty
Ben Naugler

source: Badminton NT

Dene games
Juvenile girls
Arianna Sundberg-Koyina
Sierra Waugh*
Junior girls
Jennifer Drygeese-Yelle
source: Aboriginal Sports 

Circle of the NWT

Speedskating 
Kerry Egan – coach 
Alexandre Larouche – 

coach 

Juvenile girls
Kali Skauge
Maica McEachern
Rebecca Messier
Madeleine Kapraelian

Junior girls
Georgia Pellissey

Juvenile boys
Sage Acorn
Noam Duperre
Lochlan Dunn
Byran Clinton*
Maliq Bernard*

Junior boys
Luke Dizon
Sylvain Rourke
Lachlan MacGillivray*

source: NWT Speed Skating

Wrestling
Don Reid – coach 
Sheryl Courtoreille – man-

ager 

Boys
Cameron Courtoreille (96-

kg)
Paul Reid (78-kg)
Jacob Bailey (70-kg)
Quinn Critch (60-kg)

Girls
Kaitlyn Stewart (70-kg)
Ava Applejohn (60-kg)

source: NWT Wrestling

* - denotes alternate
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James McCarthy/NNSL photos 

Above left: Mina Lockhart sets off on one of her runs in the big air event as part of the snowboarding trials at Bristol Pit on Saturday. Above right: India Edwards-
Loewen keeps her eyes on the shuttle as she returns a shot during badminton trials at Weledeh Gymnasium on Saturday. Bottom: ava applejohn tries to get the 
upper hand on Quinn Critch during the wrestling trials at St. Pat's Gymnasium on Saturday.

SportS Card
speedskating

AGE: 13

Sage skated his way onto the Arctic Winter Games 
juvenile boys squad after finishing atop the overall 
standings in his division this past weekend.
The only race he didn't win was the 400-metre 
event, where he finished fourth.

Sage acOrN

More shots from the trials
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