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"I remain focused on the job the people of the Northwest Territories elected me to do."
–NWT MP Michael McLeod was not among the parliamentary secretaries named by the prime minister earlier this month, page 5.

Wawzonek 
meets fellow 
finance
ministers

Your guide 
to New 
Year's across 
the NWT

Sambaa K'e 
Christmas

Kaeon Yatsallie-Kotchea, Iris Kotchea, Shannon  Jumbo, Etoah Lamalice (behind), 
Gochee Lamalice and Na'hehlee Roque Jumbo perform at the annual Christmas con-
cert and feast at Charlie School Christmas concert in Sambaa K'e Dec. 14. Find more 
photos on pages 12 and 13. This is our final issue of News/North for 2019. All the 
best to you and yours from everyone at Northern News Services Ltd.
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Housing corp clarifies after existing retailers express alarm over potential for competition
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store plan draws ire
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Did we get it wrong?
News/North is committed to getting facts and 

names right. With that goes a commitment to 
acknowledge mistakes and run corrections. If you 
spot an error in News/North, call (867) 873-4031 
and ask to speak to an editor, or email editorial@
nnsl.com. We'll get a correction or clarification in as 
soon as we can.

WINNER: DEsTINy ThoM
Deh Gah Got'ie Kue/Fort Providence

Saturday drive to the bridge in Fort Providence, Dec. 14.

News
Briefs

NWT Indigenous leaders form 
economic coalition

NWT
An economic coalition of Indigenous leaders 

was formed during a meeting in Yellowknife on 
Dec. 11 and 12, according to a joint communique. 

Meeting attendees were from the Dene, Métis 
and Inuvialuit communities.

Consensus was reached on a five-year stra-
tegic plan framework. It has two priorities: iden-
tifying and investing in projects within the first 
year and forming a venture investment fund for 
future opportunities. 

Darrell Beaulieu, president and CEO of 
Denendeh Group of Companies was appointed 
as spokesperson of the coalition. 

 – Blair McBride

Northwest Passage saw  
27 ships pass through in 2019

Beaufort Delta
Traffic was down slightly in the Northwest 

Passage this year.
Throughout 2019, the Canadian Coast Guard 

registered the number, up a full 22 transits from 
2018, but slightly less than the 31 in 2017. How-
ever, the coast guard noted this year there was a 
lot more commercial traffic.

Out of the 27, five cargo ships and five trans-
port ships were among the vessels making their 
way from end-to-end of the Arctic Archipelago. 
All five cargo transports flew the Netherlands 
flag.

– Eric Bowling

NWT Arts Council calls
for funding applications 

NWT
The Northwest Territories Arts Council, the 

advisory board to the GNWT which promotes 
arts in the North, is calling for funding applica-
tions to be filled out among northern artists.

The arts council states that it has funding 
available for artists or territorial organizations 
who are producing specific artistic works, pro-
jects or events in the NWT.

The projects have to take place between April 
2020 and March 2021 and the deadline to apply 
for the funding is Feb. 29, 2020. The funding 
applications and further information can be 
found at the NWTAC website.

– Simon Whitehouse

RCMP snowmobile safety tips
NWT

As another snowmobile season kicks into 
gear, Yellowknife RCMP are offering residents 
tips on how to stay safe while out on the trails.

• Always make sure to check the weather 
forecast and plan for additional days on the 
land.

• Know the area you're travelling in. If 
you're not familiar with the area, reach out to 
an experienced snowmobiler who is.

• Dress warmly and wear bright-coloured 
clothing.

• Learn how to spot the symptoms of hypo-
thermia and what to do if you experience them 
while travelling.

• Always wear a helmet when snowmobiling 
within city limits. Wear one outside of the city, 
even though it's not mandatory.

• Always carry a means of communication. 
If you travel outside cellular phone coverage, 
carry an emergency communication device like 
a satellite phone, a spot or 2-way satellite com-
munication device.

•  Tell people where you're going. Let them 
know of your destination and the route you plan 
on taking. If you're changing your plans at the 
last minute, tell a few people beforehand.

– Brendan Burke

Our beautiful North
Submit entries via Facebook messenger to our NNSL.com page each week by 4 p.m. Thursday and we'll post the con-
testants each Friday on our Facebook page. They may also appear in this newspaper and other Northern News Services 
publications. The photo with the most votes at the end of the week's voting will receive $100. 

ELLIoT MaLgokak 
Ulukhaktok

Getting ice on a nice cold day! 

TIM TuTcho 
Deline

"Checking the net."



4  NEWS/NORTH NWT, Monday, December 23, 2019

Territorial finance minister Caro-
line Wawzonek took part in the prov-
incial and territorial finance minis-
ters' meeting hosted by the federal 
government in Ottawa on Dec. 16 
and 17.

Bill Morneau, finance minister 
,was in attendance as was Mona For-
tier, minister of middle class pros-
perity.

Wawzonek told reporters late in 
the day Dec. 17 that it was the first 
opportunity the new NWT admin-
istration had to discuss its "fiscal 
priorities and development priorities" 
with the feds since the territorial 
election Oct. 1.

She said that the GNWT was not 
looking for any firm funding com-
mitments from the federal confer-
ence but indicated some topics that 
she said are important to the NWT.

"We are looking at an opportun-
ity where we say if we don't invest 
in, for example, basic transporta-
tion, we can't actually access oppor-
tunities for economy or economic 
growth because some of the mineral 
resources are in places that you can't 
even get to when communities aren't 
linked," she said. 

"We do not have the last mile of 
internet connectivity. Our housing 

stock is not just in need of being 
somewhat improved, we are actually 
quite far behind."

Wawzonek said with "creative" 
and "flexible" means of federal 
investment, the NWT "can contrib-
ute to the nation's whole economy 
in a meaningful way" or what she 
called "nation-building."

The NWT finance minister also 
took a question on whether she raised 
"the fiscal cost of climate change" 
and replied that other provinces had 
raised it and it was an important part 
of ensuring proper federal invest-
ment in northern infrastructure.

Prior to the conference, Waw-
zonek stated in an email to News/
North that the GNWT was looking 
to develop relationships with other 
finance ministers across the country, 
particularly for economic growth, 
and to "maximize opportunities for 
the Northwest Territories to access 
areas of federal funding."

Wawzonek stated the GNWT 
Department of Finance is unaware of 
any dates scheduled for federal cab-
inet ministers or the prime minister 
to visit Yellowknife or the Northwest 
Territories.

A list of questions were submitted 
to the federal finance minister to get 
a reaction on the NWT's priorities, 
however they could not respond by 
press time.

by Simon Whitehouse 
Northern News Services

Ottawa

Transportation, housing, internet among items
noted at finance ministers' gathering in Ottawa

photo screenshot from CPAC via YouTube.

GNWT finance minister Caroline Wawzonek attended the federal finance ministers' confer-
ence in Ottawa on Dec. 17. 

Wawzonek calls for 'nation-building 
investment' at federal meeting

news
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Michael McLeod, Member of Parlia-
ment for the Northwest Territories, has 
been advocating for greater Northern rep-
resentation in federal cabinet and the halls 
of power in Ottawa.

Once again, though, he was overlooked.
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 

announced his list of parliamentary sec-
retaries on Dec. 12, but of the list of 35, 
McLeod's name was not there.

Among the appointees included Larry 
Bagnell, MP for Yukon, who was named 
parliamentary secretary to the minister 
of Economic Development and Official 
Languages (Canadian Northern Economic 
Development Agency).

Yvonne Jones, MP for Labrador, was 
also named parliamentary secretary to the 
minister of Northern Affairs.

According to the Parliament of Canada 
Act, the parliamentary secretary's role is 
to assist ministers and provide duties in 
both the House of Commons as well as 
within the departments.

Parliamentary secretaries are not con-
sidered cabinet members but they are seen 
answering questions in the House and 
representing the minister and government 
at public functions.

McLeod said he continues to focus his 
attention on his current job.

"I would like to congratulate Larry 
Bagnell and Yvonne Jones on their new 
roles," he said. "They are both experi-

enced parliamentary secretaries, and I 
have worked closely with them over the 
years to address the issues that matter to 
Northerners. I know they will both do 
great work in their positions.

"I remain focused on the job the people 
of the Northwest Territories elected me to 
do: to represent their views and advocate 
for their communities as their Member of 
Parliament."

In November, McLeod told News/North 
that he was disappointed with the lack 
of Northern cabinet members and said 
there should be a promotion in store for 
someone from the North, naming himself, 
Bagnell and Jones as options.

McLeod, who unseated Dennis Bev-
ington, a popular NDP Member of Parlia-
ment in 2015 before winning second fed-
eral election in October, has a long history 
of political experience in the NWT. He 
was first elected to the NWT Legislative 
Assembly in 1999 and returned to repre-
sent the Deh Cho twice more.

Between 2007 and 2011, he sat in the 
GNWT cabinet as minister of Transporta-
tion and minister of Public Works.

He was also elected mayor of Fort 
Providence when he was 22.

A list of questions was sent by News/
North to the Office of the Prime Minis-
ter asking why McLeod wasn't given a 
portfolio given his political background 
and unique experiences as an Indigenous 
member from both the North and west 
of Canada. No response was received by 
press time.

by Simon Whitehouse 
Northern News Services

NWT

 PM Trudeau names 35 new parliamentary secretaries; two of which are Northerners

NNSL file photo

NWT MP Michael McLeod, despite experience on cabinet at the territorial 
level, was not invited by Prime Minister Justin Trudeau to take a seat on the 
federal cabinet nor offered a parliamentary secretary position. 

news

MP McLeod bypassed by Trudeau 
for parliamentary secretary position
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Reactions are mixed following a statement 
from the NWT Housing Corporation on a 
possible bid to open government-supported 
hardware outlets in small communities.

Corporation spokesperson Charles Sand-
ers told News/North on Dec. 16 that potential 
government-run hardware stores might open 
"where there are no competing businesses and 
homeowners wouldn't have access to building 
materials."

Sanders' statement was a clarification of an 
earlier comment from corporation president 
Tom Williams, who said that in 2020 "we 
may get our local housing organization to 
serve as a hardware store in the smaller com-
munities to provide material which could be 
purchased."

That irritated several chambers of com-
merce in the territory and raised concerns of 
unfair competition hurting small businesses.

The revised comment from Sanders didn't 
calm all of the worries of Renée Comeau, 
executive director of the NWT Chamber of 
Commerce.

"It is still concerning that the NWT Hous-
ing Corporation and the GNWT believe that 
going into private business is going to some-
how solve our housing crisis," she told News/
North.

"The Housing Corp. and the GNWT need 

to partner with the local development cor-
porations in the communities that do not have 
access to a hardware store or viable options 
... and help support and bolster new entrepre-
neurs outside of the main centres.

"Government needs to start listening to the 
business community and supporting the local 
solutions not competing with them."

The Housing Corporation's plans elicited 
varied responses from hardware stores in the 
territory.

"It's more of a concern out in the commun-
ities. We can't really worry about it," said Julie 
Bringas, manager at True Value Hardware in 
Yellowknife.

In Fort Smith, both of the local hardware 
stores were critical of the corporation's idea.

"I certainly wouldn't want that if possible. 
We've already got competition from Ace 
Hardware. We're a small company. We've 
been around since 1974," said John Evans, 
owner of Evans Electric.

Geoff Stock, owner of Ace Hardware, also 
known as Freund Building Supplies, said he 
wasn't surprised by the plan.

"The NWT Housing Corp. has seemingly 
found a way to sideline material suppliers in 
the territory. In the NWT we have supplied 
building materials to Hay River, Lutsel K'e, 
Fort Providence, just about all the commun-
ities. It would take away from our opportunity 
to supply. It's not good. What's their rationale 
for wanting to do that?"

by Blair McBride 
Northern News Services

NWT

GNWT could open a store where there isn't one already

NNSL file photo

The Catholic church in Fort Simpson while it was still being built in 2016. 
Existing hardware stores and the NWT Chamber of Commerce criticized a 
proposal by the NWT Housing Corporation to open government-supported 
hardware outlets in small communities.

Housing Corp's hardware
store plan sparks criticism
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Residents of Norman Wells are breathing a sigh of relief 
while they scratch their heads after the price of gas fell by 40 
cents on Dec. 17, following a climb by more than 30 cents the 
previous month.

Fuel is now $1.69 per litre and diesel is $1.89 at the town's 
sole gas station Norman Wells Transportation.

"It's good isn't it? You go from $2.09 to $1.69! It's one heck 
of a good thing," as Frank Pope, mayor of Norman Wells told 
News/North.

In late November the price jumped from $1.77 to $2.09.
"About three months ago there was such a massive increase 

for the gas and the diesel that we assumed it was a mistake," said 
Luke Nadeau, station staff member.

"But then we were billed for the higher amount about a 
month ago. We realized it must not be a mistake so we had to 
adjust the price."

The increase frustrated residents of the Sahtu hub town.
"(We're) so used to being excessively charged for commod-

ities here in Norman Wells we just sway with the punches and 
accept it. Councillors are very concerned with the cost of living 
in our community and intend to take action," Pope said.

Norman Wells Transportation receives its gas and diesel 
from Parkland Fuels, an intermediary between the station and 
Esso. The fuel is delivered on barges in the summer.

SRP Petroleum, a bulk reseller and the only other gas pro-
vider in the community, was unaffected by the price changes 
because it sources its fuel locally.

Its price has remained at $1.61 per litre for mid-grade fuel, 
said office manager Alexis Peachey.

News/North contacted Parkland Fuels and asked why 
the prices changed, but spokesperson Leroy McKinnon only 
acknowledged that the prices had been adjusted.

Cause not immediately clear
Independent petroleum analyst Dan McTeague said the cause 

of the price change wasn't immediately clear.
"If gasoline wholesale to Hay River is only 71 cents a litre 

today, even with taxes, it would be hard to justify adding over 

$1.20 a litre to the price of gasoline. This is likely something 
that motivates the deep discount," said McTeague, who is also 
president of the Canadians for Affordable Energy.

"There must have been a change in wholesale bulk pricing 
reflecting what has been generally lower prices the past few 
months in western Canada. The bulk price was likely too high 
to be justified. Other than this, it's very hard to determine why 
the drop (happened)."

Gas price flux relieves, 
confuses Norman Wells

by Blair McBride 
Northern News Services

Lli Goline/Norman Wells

Fuel up by 30 cents in November, drops 40 cents Dec. 17

NNSL file photo

Lli Goline from the air, where a mysterious spike in the price of gasoline reversed itself within a few days.
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A lot has happened since rules 
governing the humane harvest of 
fur-bearing animals became the 
law of the land.

Canada took about two years 
to ratify the 1997 Agreement on 
International Humane Trapping 
standards (AIHTs). But the Fur 
Institute of Canada, an indus-
try advocate group representing 
trappers of all stripes, maintains 
harvesters here have led the 
"international development and 
implementation of trapping sys-
tems that continue to improve 
animal welfare." According to their 
website, fur.ca, $58 million has 
been invested in trapping research 
and development in Canada since 
1983.

The 2007-08 trapping season 
was the first the rules in that 
global convention became law, yet 
more than a decade later, the fur 
industry is still having to defend 
itself, including from a pair of eliza-
beths this country knows well. 

This year, Green Party Leader 
elizabeth May and Queen elizabeth 
II took aim at the industry with 
the Vancouver Island politician 
renewing her well-established 
opposition to the commercial seal 
hunt and the regent announcing 
her garments would no longer be 

made with fur (Buckingham Palace 
said she'd keep wearing pieces 
already in her wardrobe).

May was called out by Nunavut 
singer-songwriter Tanya Tagaq and 
others as a hypocrite for claiming 
to support Indigenous rights while 
opposing the commercial hunt. 
May said she supports Inuit har-
vesting and wants to create a sys-
tem that would label pelts as sus-
tainably harvested, but filmmaker 
Alethea Arnaquq-Baril argues that 
the Greens are creating a false dis-
tinction between commercial and 
subsistence harvesters because 
most commercial fur traders are 
also Indigenous Northerners.

This isn't the 1700s anymore in 
what is now Nunavut or the North-
west Territories. There may not be 
a beaver fur hat on every head in 
sight, but fur trapping in the NwT 
remains a popular pastime, a trad-
itional practice that pulls people 
out on to the land and an import-
ant source of revenue in commun-
ities starving for economic oppor-
tunities, however modest.

In 2015 then-Premier Bob 
McLeod led a trade mission to 
China and Japan which focused on 
tourism, mentioning wild fur pelts 
only in passing, as a way to keep 
warm while watching the aurora. 
Tourism from Asia is an important 
and growing economic force in the 
NwT but failing to fawn more over 
fur was a missed opportunity. How 
much do tourists know about the 
quality of Northwest Territories fur 
and where to buy it before they 
leave home?

There is a story behind every pelt 
ethically harvested in the NwT, and 
part of it includes the important 
distinction between an Indigen-
ous trap line in the sahtu and a 
fur farm in Ontario. In spite of 
the slurs against it, the global fur 
industry still sees tens of billions of 
dollars change hands each year. 

The NwT is a fur trapping leader 
in this regard and ours is an indus-
try whose praises should be sung 
far and wide.

If the GNwT can develop a brand 
for diamonds the same should be 
done for NwT furs. No one in the 
NwT gets rich trapping furs but in 
a territory lacking opportunities, 
particularly smaller communities, 
fur harvesting is one industry that 
should be protected and encour-
aged.
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Humanely harvested NWT fur remains an ethical option
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Friends, a writer by definition should be 
a glutton for punishment, if not a miser for 
misery!

After having lived with my 
first book, From Bear Rock 
Mountain; The Life and Times 
of a Dene Residential School 
Survivor, I thought for sure that 
would be it, my statement in 
print.

But no, now that pain filled 
process turns out to have been 
but the bait for more of the same 
sort of torture.

What happens, I think is 
that either you as a writer get 
the hopeful feeling that people 
actually do want more and that 
you, too, for your part, have more 
to offer.

The first, of course, has prov-
en to be true.

My memoirs have even found 
their way to over 40 schools in 
the North, with requests from a 
number of overseas countries, Spain, Ger-
many and even faraway Russia, for transla-
tions.

For the time being From Bear Rock 
Mountain is available in a second edition.

Probably because of all of my years volun-
teering in our northern communities I recent-

ly had the feeling that we need something 
to do with the Arts and the way it relates to 
community.

At this year's NorthWords Literary Festival 
I was struck by one thing which 
writer Richard Van Camp had to 
say about the process of writing, 
that you need to just sit right on up 
and think of what the World needs 
to know and go from there.

What better way than to start 
pondering on what we are really 
missing in our north, the Arts.

For the amount of it which 
people create we still don't have a 
centre just for this purpose.

In terms of what I am still 
studying for my Indigenous Studies 
PhD, too, I already spend a good 
deal of my time on the fallout from 
the past, with intergenerational 
residential school trauma.

It is no secret that our Indigen-
ous youth have the talent to spare.

But because of the apathy they 
have to deal with at home and a 

lack of real cultural leadership, their potential 
is never recognized.

My new book, now with over 100 chapters 
and eighty photos, takes a closer look at how, 
for one thing, our traditional Dene cultures 
already have the foundation for ways to 
include the Arts into community.

One specific way I've been working on, 
with others, is for a mural recognizing trad-
itional Dene grave digging practices, for 
home, Radelie Koe, Fort Good Hope, next 
summer.

Having served on different crews for this 

service a number of times I do know there is 
much more to it than just digging a grave and 
putting the body in.

For now, at least I have a start towards 
making my own statement towards the future.

Mahsi, thank you.

editorial – opinions

As we enter the holiday season and prepare 
for 2020, it is important to take time to reflect 
on all we have accomplished as Dene people 
as we move towards self-determination and 
unity as one Nation, many heartbeats – one 
Dene drum. 

As I reflect on 2019, I am humbled by 
the collective strength and the unity we have 
displayed as a leadership and as Dene people. 
Over the years, we have seen efforts to divide 
our people and communities that served one 
community over another, creating tension 
and disharmony amongst ourselves. However, 
our wealthy history as the Dene Nation was 
always unified. 

We continue a strong tradition of collective 
unity. Earlier this month, the Dene Leader-
ship gathered in Akaitcho territory. Bring-
ing together leadership, we shared ways to 

work together to advance our priorities that 
will improve quality of life across the North. 
These meetings provide us with the opportun-
ity to talk with each other and see our collect-
ive strength. Many heartbeats, one Dene drum 
will unite the path forward. As Dene National 
Chief, I will carry this strength with me as we 
work with governments to find solutions that 
respect our treaties, traditions and values. 

The strength of the Dene
The strength of the Dene speaks to our his-

toric bonds of working together to overcome  
challenges. Bringing one voice to the national 
and territorial tables will bring change to 
issues like housing, education and language 
preservation and set the path for future gen-
erations. Our Dene unity will give us courage 
and strength when faced with obstacles in 
moving our path to self-determination. For 

Dene communities, this includes 
housing, changes to the land, jus-
tice and education, all of which 
must include our perspectives.

In November, myself and 
members of Dene Leadership 
from across the country travelled 
to Whitehorse where we partici-
pated in the Northern Nations 
Summit with leadership from 
the Yukon First Nations working together. 
Recognizing our collective strength and joint 
priorities, we are now working to develop a 
Statement of Cooperation that will solidify a 
commitment of working together. This will 
support Nations to advance a relationship with 
the Crown and better outcomes for all Dene  
communities and citizens in Denendeh.

As long as the sun rises, and the river 
flows - we as a people will be united as Dene. 

We will continue to maintain momentum and 
build on the strength of our knowledge keep-
ers, teachings and each other. As we near the 
Christmas season, be kind to one another. Let 
kindness unite us as people and give us cour-
age to face new challenges. Let the values of 
the Dene serve as a reminder of our unity as 
Dene people and remember that our youth 
deserve our support more than ever today. I 
would like to wish all across the North a safe 
Christmas season and good health in 2020.

MOuNTAIN 
View
Antoine Mountain is a 
Dene artist and writer 
originally from Radilih 
Koe'/Fort Good Hope. 
He can be reached  
at: amountainarts.com.

"What did you ask Santa for this year?"
WE asked you!
with Eric Bowling

nwtnewsnorth@nnsl.com

This writer is ready 
for another at-bat!

Northern News Services

Many heartbeats, one drum in 2020
Northern News Services

Ashlyn kelly:
"A Barbie house."

Debbie Ruben: 
"I've got one thing on my list 
– a floppy Santa hat!"

kaia Rae:
"A How to Train Your Dragon 
hatchimal."

William Gruben:
"A new hockey stick."

Samantha Lennie:
"Nintendo Switch!"

Norman Yakeleya is national chief of 
the Dene Nation and regional chief the 
Assembly of First Nations.

GuEST
Comment
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The territorial government's 
new hunter education program will 
be mandatory for some hunters 
looking to get their licences in the 
new year.

The test is not required for 
general hunting licence holders or 
those with other Indigenous hunt-
ing rights, hunters using licenced 
guides and outfitters, NWT resi-
dents who have held a resident 
hunting licence within the last five 
years, or NWT residents who have 
held a hunting licence or completed 
a similar course in another juris-
diction within the last five years.

Nevertheless, the GNWT rec-
ommends that even people who 
aren't required to take it should 
check it out. It's offered online as 
well as in-person if a minimum 
participant count is met.

"Hunter education draws on 
practices long taught by elders and 
community knowledge keepers to 
help train the next generation of 
responsible hunters," stated Shane 
Thompson, minister of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources, in 
announcing the program.

The program's content ranges 
from responsibilities and regula-
tions to actual hunting, hunt-plan-
ning and survival skills drawn 
from local knowledge.

The GNWT brought together 
groups of experts in 2011 and 2014 
to determine the content of this 

program, said Rob Gau, manager 
of biodiversity conservation for the 
territory.

"These are all experienced 
hunters on the land and we had 
wildlife officers in there as well," 
said Gau.

The course also gives basic 
information on the animals them-
selves, such as what their lives are 
like, their life cycles and popula-
tion cycles.

Three modules – on hunting 
skills, planning and preparation, 
and the hunt itself – are closely 
related, giving an overview of tak-
ing a hunt from idea to reality.

"Those modules get into every-
thing from making sure you have 
the appropriate planning, materials, 
not getting too excited when you 
pull the trigger– the basic informa-
tion required for a hunt," said Gau.

The GNWT considers the 
course as providing the minimum 
level of information and expertise 
for new hunters, on which they'll 
build as they gain experience on 
the land.

"The course itself is all about 
respect," said Gau. "It's about 
respect for the wildlife, about 
respect for environment, respect 
for people on the land and respect 
for yourself as you are harvesting 
wildlife."

Hunters may also be required 
to take the course if they are con-
victed of certain hunting offences. 
More information is available on 
the program's website.

by Tim Edwards 
Northern News Services

NWT

Course to be mandatory for some as of Jan. 1

photo courtesy of Krysten Cardinal  

Krysten Cardinal and Joseph Vaneltsi of Tetlit' Zheh/Fort McPherson landed a bull moose up 
the Peel River Sept. 3, 2018. New GNWT rules coming into effect in January mean some hunters 
will have to pass a test in order to receive a licence. Those with Indigenous hunting rights will be 
exempt.

Hunter education 
program now live
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The community of Lutsel K'e plans to build 
a new diesel generation power plant.

The community has issued a Request For 
Proposals (RFP) for the $11.3-million project 
that will have a capacity of 820 kilowatts, said 
Doug Prendergast, spokesperson for Northwest 
Territories Power Corporation.

The new plant will replace the existing one, 
which is reaching the end of its life.

"At the request of the local community, the 

new plant will be located further away from 
residences than the current site," said Prender-
gast. "The new location is adjacent to a fuel tank 
farm owned by the (GNWT)."

After the RFP process closes in February, it 
is hoped that construction of the plant will begin 
in May 2020 and be finished by March 2021.

The Lutsel K'e project is among three infra-
structure plans in the territory that will receive 
$37.8 million from the federal government.

The two others include a new liquefied nat-
ural gas generator in Fort Simpson which will 
replace its diesel generator, and renovations to 

the Taltson Hydroelectric Facility, north of Fort 
Smith.

The federal funding comes from the Green 
Infrastructure stream and the Arctic Energy 

Fund. The Northwest Territories Power Cor-
poration will also chip in $12.6 million for the 
projects.

– with files from Brett McGarry

The Arctic will experience some 
of the more dramatic weather changes 
in Canada in coming years, according 
to new meteorological research on the 
North.

On the occasion of Arctic Science 
Month, News/North spoke with Dr. 
Zen Mariani, a Toronto-based research 
scientist with Environment and Cli-
mate Change Canada (ECCC) about 
some of those weather changes.

Mariani and other meteorological 
researchers have made observations 
based on the research "supersites" in 
Whitehorse and Iqaluit where new and 
specialized detection instruments are 
installed.

Most of them are sensors that 
look at precipitation, infrared light, 
LIDAR (Light Detection and Ranging) 
devices, and radiation flux sensors that 

measure solar radiation coming off 
surfaces.

"There are a few types of LIDARs. 
Doppler LIDAR that measures wind 
out to a very long range of three to five 
kilometres. We've installed another 
type of LIDAR that measures water 
vapour in the air out to long ranges of 
three kilometres above the ground," he 
explained.

"They're each designed to comple-
ment one another."

While the specialized gear at the 
supersites provides ECCC scientists 
with useful data on environmental 
trends, its main contribution is improv-
ing weather forecasts and making 
them more precise across the North.

One interesting observation 
gleaned from the detection site in Iqal-
uit is stratified wind layers.

"As you go up in height above 
the surface the wind direction very 
quickly shifts almost 180 degrees to 

the east or west. People in the past 
have observed it but no one has done 
long term studies of it. We've been able 
to fill in gaps in observation. In Iqaluit 
we see these events very frequently 
and sometimes they're very different 
from weather forecasts," said Mariani.

Other key observations relate to 
changes in typical weather patterns. 
Precipitation levels are changing all 
across Canada but particularly in the 
Arctic, as are surface temperatures.

"It depends on where you are. 
Some areas have more and some have 
less precipitation," he said.

"We expect to see changes in the 
amount of water vapour in the atmos-
phere. Water vapour is an extremely 
important component when looking at 
radiation.

"Water vapour acts as a power-
ful greenhouse gas. It traps heat very 
effectively. That's going to have impli-
cations on temperatures."

by Blair McBride 
Northern News Services

Lutsel k'e

by Blair McBride 
Northern News Services

NWT

Construction could begin in May and be finished by March 2021

Precipitation levels changing across Canada but particularly in the North, says expert
Arctic weather monitored at 'supersites'

Lutsel K'e plans new $11.3M diesel plant

NNSL file photo

A new diesel generator plant is in the works for the community of Lutsel K'e.

NNSL file photo

A summer sunset in Inuvik. Research by meteorological 
scientists with Environment and Climate Change Canada is 
revealing changes in weather patterns in the Arctic. 
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The tiny hamlet of Sambaa 
K'e put on an outsized Christ-
mas concert at Charles Tetcho 
School on the evening of Dec. 
12. The school combined the 

concert with a potluck feast, 
asking families attending to 
bring a dish.

The show in the fly-
in community of about 107 
people featured singing, fid-
dling, costumes and drama. 

Northern News Services
NWT

Christmastime in Sambaa K'e
photo story

Ahkea Cholette-Jumbo receives a gift.

Ahkea Cholette-Jumbo, left, and Gochee 
Lamalice practice for their performance.

Kaeon Yatsallie-Kotchea, left, Iris Kotchea, Etoah Lamalice, Abigail Jumbo Bushie, Gochee Lamalice and 
Ahkea Cholette-Jumbo follow teacher Kathryn Scott's direction.

Kaeon Yatsallie-Kotchea, left, Iris Kotchea, Shannon  Jumbo, Etoah Lamalice (behind), Gochee Lamalice and 
Na'hehlee Roque Jumbo perform one of the group numbers.

Etoah Lamalice in her beautiful costume.

CoNCerT 
Feature

by Donna Fradley  

Madison Jumbo (in back), left, Tabilea Kotchea, Shannon Jumbo, Sediah Lamalice, Adam Lamalice and Shel-
don Jeanbo-Ekanale need to check the lyrics to the carol.

Madison Jumbo, left, Shannon Jumbo and Sediah 
Lamalice fiddle up a tune for the crowd.

The camera catches Ndazeh Cholette-Jumbo.

Iris Kotchea completed the look with a 
Santa hat.

photo story
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No one does New Year's Eve quite like the 
North.

So, whether it's live entertainment, watching 
a spectacular fireworks show in a spectacular 
setting or enjoying traditional games 'til the sun 
comes up, let this be your guide to an unforget-
table 2019-2020 New Year's Eve in the NWT.

fort Smith
Once again, the annual New Year's Eve fire-

works show will light up the sky on Dec. 31 at 7 
p.m. at the Snowboard Park. Parking is available 
at Riverside Park.

hay River
Head down to the ice road crossing and the 

bridge along Riverview Drive for Festival at the 
Forks, for the biggest New Year's Eve party in 
Hay River.

A community bonfire, complete with hot 
chocolate and snacks, will set the stage for a 
spectacular fireworks show to ring in 2020. The 
fireworks start at 8 p.m. 

Residents are welcome to drop off their 
Christmas trees at the site after the holiday.

Inuvik
The Town of Inuvik does not host any New 

Year's Eve events. However, the non-profit Inu-
vik Community Events Society is putting on an 
old time dance and community feast on Dec. 
31 from 5 p.m. to 2 a.m. at the Midnight Sun 

Recreation Complex.
The event will include a raffle, jigging con-

test, community feast, family fun and games, 
door prizes and swag bags. Entry is free.

For those looking to welcome 2020 with 
explosions in the sky, the Town of Inuvik is 
reminding residents that they must submit a 
fireworks permit application form and have it 
signed by the fire chief before they purchase 
their pyrotechnics.

Aklavik
There will be a fireworks show near the Sit-

tichinli Recreational Complex at the stroke of 
midnight followed by a truck parade and a bonfire. 

At 1 a.m., folks are invited to the commun-
ity hall for snacks including coffee, tea and hot 
chocolate to ring in the New Year.

On Jan. 1 there will be a community feast 
starting at 5 p.m. and an old time dance at 9 p.m.

The feast will include a jigging contest and 
live music courtesy of the Good Time Band.

ulukhaktok
A hand games tournament is on from Dec. 

23 to Jan. 1 at Helen Kalvak Elihakvik School.
On Dec. 31, the tournament starts at 7 p.m. 

and continues until all the prizes run out, which 
usually happens around 2 a.m.

On New Year's Day, there will be a commun-
ity feast at the school.

Tuktoyaktuk 
According to Caroline Loreen, recreation 

co-ordinator with the Hamlet of Tuktoyaktuk, 

shooting in the New Year has been a tradition 
in the community for many years. The annual 
tradition will see residents discharge their guns 
at the stroke of midnight.

"This has been a tradition in Tuktoyaktuk 
for years," she stated in an email "For as long 
as I can remember there has been shooting in 
the community."

There will be a fireworks show at midnight.

fort Simpson
The annual New Year's fireworks show 

down at the Papal Flats will not be happening 
this year. However, the community is plan-
ning a truly spectacular fireworks show for the 
Beavertail Jamboree in early March, according 
to a Village of Fort Simpson spokesperson.

 
Behchoko

A New Year's Eve dance at the sports centre 
has been scheduled for around 6 p.m. There will 
also be a New Year's Day drum dance and feast.

fort Liard
A New Year's Eve event for the youth at the 

community gym has been scheduled for 6 p.m.
Physical activities have been planned and 

snacks will be served.

fort Providence
The Hamlet of Fort Providence is planning 

a family friendly, alcohol free event at the com-
munity hall.

Admission is free and the evening will 
include games and music. Doors open at 8 p.m.

NNSL file photo

Lillian Elias enjoys the fireworks at the 
Sunrise Festival in Inuvik in January of 
this year. Fireworks will feature in New 
year's Eve celebrations across the NWT.              

New Year's Eve in the North
alternatives

Here's where to ring in 2020 in several NWT communities
by Ezra Black 

Northern News Services
NWT
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Santa to hand out gifts
Lli Goline/Norman Wells

Unlike his usual method of shimmying down chimney 
pipes to deliver presents, Santa Claus himself will be going 
door-to-door in Norman Wells to deliver gifts to local resi-
dents.

Santa's door-to-door gift delivery will take place on Dec. 23 
between 5 p.m. and 6 p.m.

Residents had until Dec. 20 to drop their gifts off at the 
town office along with the names and addresses of the good 
boys and girls who will be receiving them.

 "Special thank you to the Norman Wells RCMP and Nor-
man Wells Volunteer Fire Department," states a bulletin on 
social media from the town.

– Erin Steele

First Gwich'in  
to reach Antarctica

Antarctica
From one pole to the other, a Gwich'in man is making his-

tory for being the first to reach Antarctica.
Aircraft mechanical engineer Andrew Greenland-Jerome 

took flight to the southern frontier on Dec. 16, with expected 
arrival Dec. 18. He will spend the Christmas holiday down 
there repairing equipment.

According to the Gwich'in Tribal Council, Greenland-
Jerome is the first Gwich'in to work in Antarctica.

– Eric Bowling

Curtain opens on Christmas play
Lli Goline/Norman Wells

Those looking to get into the spirit of the season had their 
chance thanks to a Christmas play put on by the Mackenzie 
Mountain School Drama Club.

"The Snow Globe" is a play written and directed by Prin-
cipal Michael Duclos with acting by students of Mackenzie 
Mountain School.

"This is a story of Christopher Presley Kringle as he 
embarks on a quest to find Christmas," states a bulletin on 
social media.

The play featured bearded children, a healthy dose of 
laughter and one epic quest.

The performance took place Dec. 18 at 6 p.m. in the school 
gymnasium with free admission.

– Erin Steele

Logo contest extended
Liidlii Kue/Fort Simpson 

Those with an artistic knack can put their skills to work 
for a chance at winning a logo design contest being held by 
Dehcho First Nations.

"Dehcho communities are working together and have 
developed an Edehzhie Protected Area, working collaborative-
ly forming a government-to-government relationship," states a 
bulletin on social media from Decho First Nations.

"This new project will take care of our lands and waters 
from our Dene perspective and we need your help developing 
our logo!"

The contest deadline has been extended to Jan. 7 at 5 p.m. 
Submissions can be sent to Dehcho First Nations.

The winner will receive a prize of $500.
– Erin Steele

Donations sought for
Christmas dinner

Liidlii Kue/Fort Simpson 
During the season of generosity and giving, residents are 

invited by Liidlii Kue First Nation to help make the holidays 
a little bit brighter by donating to a Christmas dinner event.

The event is being held for soup kitchen clients who will be 
served a Christmas dinner.

"We are looking for donations of any kinds of salads and 
desserts," states a bulletin on social media from Liidlii Kue 
First Nation.

"We are also looking for donations of new socks, gloves and 
hats for those that are in need."

Dinner will take place at the Prenatal Building on Dec. 25 
from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m.

– Erin Steele

62-year-old man completes  
14,484.1 km bike ride  

from Tuk to Panama Canal

Panama City
Adventure tourist John Poe celebrated his 62nd birthday 

just shy of completing his epic bike trip that started July 4 
in Tuktoyaktuk that took him through nine countries and a 
couple dozen climates.

Pedalling through forests, deserts and canyons, Poe was 
one of 12 participants to compete in the North American Epic, 
organized by TDA Global Cycling.

– Eric Bowling

Winners announced
Liidlii Kue/Fort Simpson 

The competition was fierce with lights blazing and decora-
tions commanding the attention of any passersby during the 
Deh Cho Friendship Centre's door decorating contest, but three 
people have emerged victorious. 

The judges have declared Mavis Cli-Michaud as the first 
place winner with a total of 69 points.

Second place fell to Elizabeth Hardisty at 65 points and 
third place went to Ashley Menicoche with 62 points.

The contest involved participants decorating their doors, 
around their doors and their staircases for a chance at winning 
Northern gift cards.

The gift cards were valued at $150 for first, $100 for second 
and $75 for third.

– Erin Steele

Walk to Tuk returns
NWT

The gloves are going on and the boots are being laced up 
for the tenth annual Walk to Tuk challenge put on by the NWT 
Recreation and Parks Association.

The challenge kicks off on Jan. 2 with registration open 
until Jan. 16.

Teams of up to 20 people and up to 35 students are being 
tasked with walking 1,658 kilometers by Feb. 28 – the equiva-
lent distance of walking from Fort Providence to Tuktoyaktuk. 

"There are a ton of great prizes to be won by Walk to Tuk 
teams, participants and captains," states the NWT Recreation 
and Parks Association website.

The grand prize will be a flight pass from First Air.
– Erin Steele

Around the North
If you have an item of interest from your community, call (867) 873-4031, or email: editorial@nnsl.com

Eric Bowling/NNSL photo

skaTE WITh saNTa
Larissa Mitchel, Jolie Wolki and Emelia Maring have a chat with Santa Claus during the Dec. 16 Skate with Santa at Inuvik's Midnight Sun Complex.
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It came down to a single shot 
as junior curlers vied for a spot 
at the Arctic Winter Games trials 
while playing in the Territorial Jun-
ior Championships in Yellowknife 
last week.

When the games wrapped Dec. 
16, Yellowknife's Team Naugler and 
Team Rogers were bound for 2020 
Canadian U-18 championships in 
Sudbury, Ont. Fort Smith's Team 
Kaeser and Team Bain of Inuvik, 
meanwhile, were headed to the 
U21 New Holland Canadian Junior 
championships.

However, when it came to Arctic 
Winter Games trials for the girls 
Dec. 15, a single rock closed the 
door on the Arctic Winter Games 
trials for Team Bain.

 "I think it went good. It could've 

went better," Tyler Bain, Team 
Bain's coach, said. "The girls did 
good. They came in as prepared as 
they were going to be, and losing by 
one isn't bad at all."

In the lead up to the weekend, 
Team Bain practised three times 
every week, squeezing in games 
whenever possible. While this is 
Bain's first year coaching the girls, 
he noted his predecessor put in a lot 
of time developing the team, so they 
already knew the basics.

He believed nerves played a part 
in losing the Dec. 14 match, lead-
ing to missed shots the team would 
normally make. However, he said 
the team was evenly matched with 
its opponents, Team Rogers, overall.

"They've always battled with this 
team, so we knew it was going to 
be a battle," he said. "They've really 
stepped it up, so we've got to keep up 
in our game too at the same time."

Moving forward, the team will 
focus on deliveries and fine-tuning 
its play. He said the close call will 
encourage players to further priori-
tize their practices and strategies.

"The shot that they were left with 
for the Arctic Winter Games final 
wasn't an easy shot, so they gave it 
what they (had) and missed by just 
a little bit. They would have made 
that shot, they would have easily 
won that.

"It was the shot for the games. It 
came down to one rock."

That said, he said Yellowknife 
offered a welcoming environ-
ment with home cooked meals and 
sportsmanship greeting the Inuvik 
team.

Team Rogers coach Brian Kelln, 
meanwhile, said the goal from the 
onset was to play well at territorials 
and make it to Sudbury. The team 
met those goals, he said.

However, the several match-
es comprising the Arctic Winter 
Games trials, followed by the terri-
torial championships, "was hard for 
the girls," he said, noting there was 
only a half-day break between them.

For example, the game the team 
lost on Dec. 14 was their "flattest 
game" because they were making 
mistakes they wouldn't have made 
earlier. Though, by Monday, the 
team was rested and back in form, 
he said.

"We had one bad game where we 
had a couple misses, but our skip 
(Cassie Rogers) made a crucial hit 
and roll to go from the end, where 
we gave up three to just giving up 
one," he said, saying the rest of the 
game was skillfully handled.

He said the team rarely dwells 
on negative aspects of a game and 
focuses on the positive aspects, 
parking the missed shots some-

where else and moving forward 
without negativity.

In the end, he said Team Rogers, 
being slightly younger than Team 
Bain, conferred with team members 
and decided to go the U18s, while 
Bain goes to the U21s.

He said he plans to refine the 
team's game plan and manage its 
time, while being more aggressive 
on the ice as the team heads to its 
next tournament.

At the games, coaches were 
thankful for the sportsmanship on 
display during the matches.

Team Naugler coach, Tara 
Naugler, said overall the weekend's 
matches had a supportive atmos-
phere.

"That what I liked about this 
weekend, regardless of whether it 
was a boys team or girls team, 
everyone was giving high fives to 
all the teams," she said.

'Everyone was giving high fives to all the teams,' coach says
NWT rinks headed to U21 nationals

Arctic Winter Games Trials wraps up  
first batch

Hundreds of athletes laced up last weekend to earn their 
place at the Arctic Winter Games in Whitehorse this March. 

In Yellowknife, the competition ranged widely, running 
the gambit from basketball, volleyball, futsal, gymnastics and 
curling to cross country skiing, which was forced to do indoors 

fitness trials due to extreme cold. In Hay River, midget hockey 
and biathlete competed and bantam hockey athletes vied for 
sports in Inuvik, while dog mushing took centre stage in Fort 
Providence. 

Archery, Arctic sports, badminton, Dene games, speedskat-
ing, table tennis, snowboarding, snowshoeing and wrestling are 
the sports in action from Jan. 23 to 25 for the games next trials.

Check nnsl.com for ongoing coverage. 

Hay River oldtimers hockey team  
donates $30,000

The Hay River Rusty Blades oldtimers hockey team embraced 
the season with $30,000 in donations on Dec. 13.

With teachers and students thanking the players that day at 
Princess Alexandra School, the team donated $25,000 to the five 
schools in Hay River and on the Hay River Reserve, along with 

$5,000 to the Lights On program.
Mike Maher, one of the team's representatives, acknow-

ledged budgets could be challenging, but hoped the money could 
go toward equipment or travel for the students. 

"They have turned this Friday the 13th into the luckiest day 
of the year," principal Carolyn Carroll told Hay River Hub after 
the donation. 

Cycling Magazine names best climb in NWT
Cycling Magazine has claimed the best bike climbs in the 

territories, with NWT making the list. 
NW Territories 8 Climb — a 4.21 km climb at a  four per cent 

incline — is the only NWT track to make the list and is one of 
the northernmost options. The climb, located 60 km from Fort 
McPherson, begins to spike at 1 km before steadily increasing 
for the remainder. 

SPORTS
Check

with Nick Pearce
email: sports@nnsl.com

Nick Pearce/NNSL photo 

Tyanna Bain of Inuvik leaves the hack at the curling club in Yellowknife Dec. 15. Bain's rink qualified for the New Hollard Canadian Junior Championships in 
Langley, B.C. near the end of January.

by Nick Pearce 
Northern News Services

NWT

SportS hotline • JameS mccarthy
phone: (867) 873-4031 • email: sports@nnsl.com • Fax: (867) 873-8507

Sports & recreation
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Trials for three sports in 
the upcoming Arctic Winter 
Games – midget hockey, snow-
shoe biathlon and ski biathlon 
– took place in Hay River from 
Dec. 12 to 14.

While the midget hockey 
trials went ahead as planned 
at the Rec Centre, the biath-
lon trials were forced to take 
shelter from the frigid temper-
atures outside.

"I had my fingers and my 
toes and my eyes crossed all 
looking for warm weather, 
but it didn't work," said Hay 
River's Chuck Lirette, the head 
coach of the biathlon team.

Lirette explained the cut-
off temperature for biathlon 
is -20 C.

"We were a fair ways off 
being able to race outside," 
he said.

However, on the morning of 
Dec. 13, the 20 biathletes from 
around the NWT demonstrat-
ed their proficiency on skis or 
snowshoes at the ski club.

"It wasn't a race," said Lir-
ette, explaining the biathletes 
demonstrated their technique 
on such things as going uphill 
and downhill.

While they were doing that, 
they were dressed in full win-
ter clothes, not racing gear.

"They weren't going flat 
out," added Lirette.

For the racing part of the 
biathlon trials, things moved 
indoors at Princess Alexandra 
School.

Lirette noted that, as soon 
as the dates for the trials were 
announced in October by 
Sport North, he reserved the 
school just in case.

"You just know when you 
see the dates of the trials are 
mid-December that there's a 
chance that weather is going to 
become a factor," he said.

In the school, the races 
involved running through the 
corridors and shooting on an 
air rifle range in the gym.

"Our preference would 
have been to be outside, but it 
allowed us to have a competi-
tion where we got the results 
and were able to observe the 
kids," said Lirette. "You get an 
idea of their fitness levels, their 
shooting skills."

At the conclusion of the 
biathlon trials, Hay River's Elie 
Lepage and Nikolas Hawkins 
were selected for the juvenile 
male ski biathlon team, while 
Grayson Groenewegen was 
chosen as an alternate.

Hay River's Hunter Groe-
newegen was selected for the 
juvenile male snowshoe biath-
lon team.

In all, 20 biathletes partici-
pated in the trials – 10 for ski 
biathlon and 10 for snowshoe 
biathlon. There came from 
seven different communities – 
Inuvik, Aklavik, Tsiigehtchic, 
Norman Wells, Yellowknife, 
Fort Smith and Hay River.

For the midget hockey 
trials, 41 players came from all 
over the NWT, including six 
from Hay River.

Two players from Hay River 
– Luke Pettipas and Kaden 
Beck – made the team, while 
two others were chose as alter-
nates – Conner McKay-Ivanko 
and Gavyn Lamoureux.

"Everything went well," 
organizer Pennie Pokiak said 
of the trials for the midget 
team.

"There were lots of people 
in the stands, because at this 
level it's good, competitive 
hockey," she added.

Pokiak noted there were 
five games played during the 
trials.

"The hockey got better as 
the games progressed," she 
said.

Pokiak, the president of 

Hay River Minor Hockey, is on 
the board of Hockey NWT and 
was the organization's repre-
sentative at the midget hockey 
trials.

Yellowknife had the most 
hopefuls at the midget hockey 
trials with 18 players, while 
there were five from Inuvik, 
four from Fort Smith, four 
from Tuktoyaktuk and one 
each from Aklavik, Fort Liard, 
Paulatuk and Ulukhaktok, plus 
the six from Hay River.

The 2020 Arctic Winter 
Games are set for mid-March 
in Whitehorse, Yukon.

full team roster  
for ski biathlon and  
snowshoe biathlon:

Ski, junior female:  Ruby 
Pigott, Yellowknife.

Ski, juvenile female: Anais 
Aubrey-Smith (Fort Smith), 
Haley Cassie (Norman Wells), 
alternate Sarah Porter (Fort 
Smith).

Ski, juvenile male: Elie 
Lepage (Hay River), Nikolas 
Hawkins (Hay River) alternate 
Grayson Groenewegen (Hay 
River).

Snowshoe, junior female: 
Madison McLeod (Aklavik), 
Finnlay Rutherford-Simon 
(Fort Smith), alternate Paris 
Wainman (Inuvik).

Snowshoe, junior male: Jed 
Mitchell (Fort Smith), Michael 
Cardinal (Inuvik), alternate 
Joel Arey (Inuvik).

Snowshoe, juvenile female: 
Dayle Cole (Tsiigehtchic), 

Autumn Gilroy (Norman 
Wells).

Snowshoe, juvenile male: 
Hunter Groenewegen (Hay 
River), Benjamin Mitchell 
(Fort Smith).

full team roster  
for midget hockey:

Luke Pettipas (Hay River), 

Samuel Skinner (Inuvik), 
Kaden Beck (Hay River), Col-
ten Mitsuing-Deneron (Fort 
Liard), Jacob Lennie (Inu-
vik) and the remainder from 
Yellowknife – McKinley 
Talbot, Tyler Caines, Carter 
McLeod, Luke Kotaska, Jack 
Kotaska, Ethan Anstey, Ayden 
Harvey, Logan Cunningham, 

Liam Carroll, Justin Powder, 
Thomas Matesic and Devin 
Vogel.

The alternates are: Daw-
son Enns (Yellowknife), Aiden 
Allan (Yellowknife) Conner 
McKay-Ivanko (Hay River), 
Nathan Cluff (Yellowknife) 
and Gavyn Lamoureux (Hay 
River).

by Paul Bickford 
Northern News Services

NWT

SportS Card
basketball

mathew mcleod

Aklavik basketball player Matthew McLeod, 
14, has established himself as a stellar athlete 
and team player. McLeod is eager to learn and 
will often stay after practice to sweep the gym 
floors so he can stay longer and learn more of 
the game. This dedication extends to younger 
players, who he helps through practice, and his 
teammates, who he often encourages. 
Competing for four years, his favourite part of 
basketball is "having fun." His favourite accom-
plishments are putting in his best, trying out for 
the Arctic Winter Games and playing in Yellow-
knife's Cager Basketball tournament.

Paul Bickford/NNSL photos

Some of the Arctic Winter Games trials for ski biathlon and snowshoe biath-
lon were held indoors at Princess Alexandra School because of extremely cold 
temperatures outside.

Two players from Hay River – goalie Gavyn Lamoureux and Lorin Durocher 
– faced off in a penalty shot on Dec. 13 during the trials for the NWT midget 
hockey team for the upcoming Arctic Winter Games. Lamoureux made the 
save.

On Dec. 14, Elie 
Lepage of Hay River 
runs through a cor-
ridor of Princess Alex-
andra School, where 
some of the ski biath-
lon and snowshoe 
biathlon trials for the 
upcoming Arctic Win-
ter Games were held 
because of frigid tem-
peratures outside.

Biathletes and midget hockey players vie for places on NWT team
Trials by cold and ice for AWG

sports & recreation
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For those of you who know any-
thing about darts, you will know 
that the Professional Darts Cor-
poration (PDC) is holding its world 
championship right now.

It is, without question, the big-
gest and richest darts tournament in 
the world with more than $4 mil-
lion set to be handed out over the 
course of the event. 
A total of 96 players 
started the tourna-
ment and they have 
slowly whittled down 
through the process 
of elimination.

One of those 
players was Fallon 
Sherrock of England, one of two 
women's players who qualified to 
play; Mikuru Suzuki of Japan, the 
reigning World Women's Darts 
Champion, was the other. This is 
the second year the PDC has given 
women a chance to qualify for 
its main event with the first two 
competitors last year, England's 
Lisa Ashton and Russia's Anastasia 
Dobromyslova, losing in the first 
round.

This year, though, it would be 
different. Suzuki came within an 
eyelash of taking down England's 
James Richardson in round one but 
the real excitement would come 
when Sherrock played Ted Evetts of 
England in her first round match.

It was literally back-and-forth, 
Sherrock not giving anything up 
against Evetts. 

Sherrock, though, took control 
in the fifth and final set of the 
match and nailed double-18 to win 
the fourth leg of the final set and 
send the Alexandra palace into 
delirium. Sherrock was the abso-
lute crowd favourite and the reason 
people showed up to watch in the 
first place. She didn't disappoint.

Afterwards, she went to cele-
brate with her family but she 

became an instant celebrity. The 
25-year-old had just become the 
first woman to win a match against 
a man in any world championship 
competition and was the face which 
launched a thousand tweets.

All anyone wanted to talk about 
was how Sherrock had done the 
impossible because women darters 
are not really known in the world 

of darts. I've been 
beaten more than 
once by a woman 
and I've never had 
a problem with it. 
Neither did Evetts, 
apparently, as he 
led the cheers for 
Sherrock on the 

stage following the match. 
He was absolute class in defeat, 

even if the spectators acted like a 
shower of morons during some of 
his turns.

But a woman beat a man in a 
game of darts at the highest level 
and that's all that mattered. I should 
clarify that it isn't the first time a 
woman has beaten a man on TV. 
Deta Hedman of England played 
in the U.K. Open in 2005 and beat 
Aaron Turner in a televised match. 

That was the first time a woman 
beat a man in front of T.V. cameras 
and it was a big deal. Problem was 
it didn't translate into anything big, 
though, at the time. 

Dobromyslova would also go on 
to beat a dude on TV as she took 
down Vincent van der Voort of 
the Netherlands at the 2009 Grand 
Slam of Darts but again, it didn't 
translate into anything big.

The reason why Sherrock's win 
became an sensation was because 
of the moment. It happened at the 
biggest darts tournament on the 
planet and everyone was watching. 
She was booked to do interviews 
everywhere and with every major 
international media outlet. Type 
in her first name on Google and 

she's the top search item. Everyone 
knows it happened and everyone 
now knows who Fallon Sherrock is.

The PDC couldn't have paid for 
better publicity than this. Sherrock 
has guaranteed people will know 
about this tournament for years 
to come and you can bet people 
who never watched before will be 
watching now. 

But here's the thing: Sherrock 
doesn't even play in the PDC. She 
plays in the British Darts Organ-
ization (BDO), the once-almighty 
force in world darts. No one out-
side of darts in Great Britain knew 

she was even alive until she took 
down Evetts and you would think 
the BDO would be using her to 
help sell tickets for its version of 
the world championship in January. 
Funny thing is the BDO version is 
called the World Professional Darts 
Championships, which is a laugh 
because there's absolutely nothing 
professional about the BDO. 

The BDO needs any and all 
the publicity it can get right now 
because it's crying poor. Literally. 
There's a document making the 
rounds right now outlining the 
financial state of the BDO and 

how it has next to nothing in the 
bank. Sherrock herself never once 
mentioned the BDO version of the 
world championships in any inter-
view without being asked first. She 
even doubted it would happen at 
all and she isn't the only one. The 
BDO needs to put her front and 
centre if it has any hope of surviv-
ing.

But not a bother for the PDC. It 
had its champagne moment and it 
was the most-talked about thing in 
the world for roughly 48 hours. 

And that's a good thing.

Congrats, Fallon Sherrock ... you've 
broken one of darts' glass ceilings

SPORTS 
Talk

with James McCarthy

photo courtesy of Professional Darts Corporation 

Fallon Sherrock of England made history on Dec. 17 when she became the first woman to beat 
a man at the William Hill World Darts Championship. She became an instant sensation.
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