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"We talk about ... having such a beautifully diverse line-up."
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Online first at NNSL.com

Volume 48 Issue 72 frIdaY, noVember 22, 2019 75 CenTS ($1.00 outside city)

Crowned in Calgary

ph
oto

 co
urt

esy
 of

 Ro
b H

art

McLeod let 
down by 
Trudeau
cabinet snub

Says public should have been told when Darnell Kakfwi got out of jail

Mom raises the alarm 
after attacker released

Your complete 
events guide

Mildred Hall 
launches 
snowsuit 
drive

Teachers 
get crash 
course in 
North



2  yellowknifer, friday, november 22, 2019



yellowknifer, friday, november 22, 2019  3

With temperatures falling 
earlier this month, Mildred Hall 
teacher Courtney Jung noticed 
some shivering students weren't 
fully dressed for the winter.

She teamed up with Donna 
Meister, an office administrator at 
the school, and on Tuesday posted 
to Facebook inviting donations 
of winter clothing. The results 
have come quick, and generously. 
Jung has already given away five 
full snowsuits and "a lot of neck 
warmers," though she estimates 
more have been given away at the 
school since.

"If you don't have to sell it, 
why not give it to those who need 
it?"

Boots, however, continue to 
be in short supply. While they 
wear out quickly, even if com-
munity members donate outside 
liners, it's easy to find inside 
liners around town. Sizes 10, 12 
and 14 are some of the hardest 
to find for youth winter gear, she 
said, and would be very welcome. 
Neck warmers and scarves are 
also needed.

So far, she's received items at 
her home and at the school.

Kids grow out of clothes 
quickly

A few members of the com-
munity have also messaged her 
about donating money so Jung 
can purchased winter gear from 
the store. That said, she's look-
ing more for used items because 
children can grow out of snow 

suits quickly.
Jung has offered to do pick-

ups for donations, and handle any 
necessary washing.

In terms of handing out the 
suits, they go wherever there's 
need.

That said, from working at the 
school, Jung already had an idea 
of where the suits were needed. 
She'll bring in the snowsuits, 
matching them to each student's 
size, and if it fits, it's theirs.

"Kids are pretty excited. 
They're very happy when you 
show them a full snowsuit, a 
matching snowsuit. They're like, 
‘wow I can have that?' Yeah, it's 
for you!" she said.

Jung has also offered to share 
the gear with students at Weledeh 
Catholic School as well: "I'll give 
it to anybody. If they say they 
need it, it's theirs."

When Jung's home burned 
down two years ago, the com-
munity stepped up to help. Now 
she tries to return the favour 
when she's able.

"When we got everything, you 
have everything you need right 
now, when you're in a place like 
that you need to give back," she 
said.

So far, the results have been 
encouraging, and the proof is in 
the excitement from young stu-
dents sporting proper winter gear 
as temperatures fall.

"Kids learn through model-
ling. If they see us do things, 
they're going to copy. And it 
makes them feel good when they 
see another kid happy."

Jason Card, the man hired in 
the spring to replace Doug Gilla-
rd, the City of Yellowknife's once 
embattled manager of municipal 
enforcement, is no longer with 
the city, Yellowknifer has learned. 
In a Nov. 10 post on his Facebook 
account, Card wrote that he will 
be running Wilf's Carpet Clean-
ing, Wilf's Steam and Wilf's Duct 
Cleaning.

Yellowknifer reached out to 
Card over Facebook on Friday 
afternoon seeking confirmation 
and an interview but he stated 
simply that he wasn't working for 
the municipality any longer. His 
name no longer appears on the 
city staff directory.

"I no longer work at the city. 
Thanks," Card wrote.

Card left his job as deputy 
warden of operations at North 
Slave Correctional Centre in 
early spring to take the position. 
Gillard had been moved the pre-

vious fall, on Oct. 15, 2018 – the 
same day as the municipal elec-
tion – into a new job in a new div-
ision as manager of Emergency 
Management.

The Emergency Management 
Division was made responsible 
for revising the city's Emergency 
Measures Plan, supporting the 
city's response to emergencies 
and developing and implementing 
a city Business Continuity Plan. 
Gillard remains the division's 
manager.

The former bylaw manager 
was at the centre of controversy 
in 2018 after former staff mem-
bers accused him of workplace 
misconduct. Chief among the 
allegations is that Gillard used 
city security cameras at the city 
library to ogle women he found 
attractive.

City council later ordered an 
investigation that found, without 
pointing the finger directly at 
Gillard, that city cameras "more 
likely than not" were misused in 

and around 2014, and no one out-
side of the Department of Public 
Safety, which oversees the muni-
cipal enforcement division, likely 
knew about it at the time. Gillard 
has never publicly addressed the 
allegations against him.

He stayed on as head of muni-
cipal enforcement until moving 
over to the emergency manage-
ment division last fall.

The City of Yellowknife stat-
ed in an email on Friday that 
Card's last day was Oct. 17.

"Jason Card is no longer 
an employee with the City of 
Yellowknife, effective October 
17, 2019," stated Alison Harrower 
communications and economic 
development officer. "The City 
will provide no further comment 
at this time."

news

Correction
Tyson Goodvin's name was misspelled in a photo 

cutline in Wednesday's Yellowknifer, in the pictures 
paired with our coverage of the Stanton Territorial 
Hospital Foundation gala on Saturday. Also, Bob 
Wilson was misidentified in our piece on the Far 
North Photo Fest.

Yellowknifer apologizes for the errors.

Doug Gillard's replacement running trio of cleaning companies

New Yk bylaw manager 
leaves after six months

by Simon Whitehouse 
northern news Services

Photo courtesy of facebook

Jason Card replaced Doug Gillard last April. Card 
announced that he left the city's employ recently.

NeWs
Briefs

Prices continue to rise 
The Northwest Territories Bureau of Sta-

tistics released their latest figures for the 
Yellowknife All-Items Consumer Price Index 
this week and prices continue to rise since 
last year. 

The Bureau reports that prices rose by 1.4 
per cent since October 2018 and takes into 
account most major consumer expenses with 
the exception of household operations, fur-
nishings and health and personal care. 

Food saw an increase in prices of about 2.8 
per cent since last year due to higher prices 
especially for meat, but also fish, seafood and 
vegetables. 

Yellowknife's cost increase was still below 
the Canadian average which saw a 1.9 per 
cent increase since last year as well as that for 
Edmonton (1.6 per cent) and Whitehorse (2.2 
per cent) and Iqaluit (1.5 per cent).

– Simon Whitehouse

Dead North registration opens
Registration to submit a short horror film 

to Yellowknife's eighth annual Dead North 
Film Festival is now open.

Jay Bulckaert, Dead North president, 
issued a news release  this week stating that 
teams  have until Dec. 20 to submit a pro-
posal.

The festival will be held from Feb. 27 to 
March 1, 2020 at the Capitol Theatre and will 
once again feature best original short horror, 
science fiction, thriller or fantasy films by 
aspiring artists north of 60.

The release stated that a new feature this 
year will include a two-day HyperBorea Tal-
ent Lab filmmaking bootcamp to help film 
artists prepare their projects for festivals and 
feature film development.

More information can be found at the 2020 
Dead North Film Festival website.

– Simon Whitehouse

NWT Sport Hall of Fame 
induction at Elks tonight

 
The Sport North Federation is holding its 

annual Northwest Territories Sport Hall of 
Fame induction ceremony at the Elks Hall 
Friday, today.

 The doors open at 6 p.m. and the cere-
mony starts at 7 p.m. A buffet will be open 
starting at 6:30 p.m.

The NWT Sport Hall of Fame was created 
to celebrate NWT athletes and sport build-
ers who attained a high level of excellence 
and brought recognition and honour to the 
Northwest Territories, according to the Sport 
North website.

"Through the NWT Sport Hall of Fame, 
Sport North recognizes and shares the sport 
stories of the territories' great athletes, build-
ers and teams. Their stories will be celebrated 
and showcased to continue to inspire NWT 
youth to live healthy active lives and set their 
goals high."

All three inductees this year are athletes: 
fastball legend Floyd Daniels of Fort Smith, 
gymnast John Tram and cross-country skier 
Roseanne Allen.

It is through the recognition and promotion 
of sport that we can demonstrate the great 
achievements of our outstanding sport con-
tributors of the Northwest Territories and will 
be able to communicate these great stories 
for years to come. If you know an individual 
or a team that fits into these categories, and 
deserves to be honored and recognized for 
their achievements.

– Craig Gilbert

nick Pearce /nnSl photo

Mildred Hall teacher Courtney Jung posted an invite for 
winter clothing donations Tuesday.

Mildred Hall staff run 
winter clothing drive
'If you don't have to sell it, why 
not give it' to those in need?

by Nick Pearce  
northern news Services
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The mother of a rape victim 
wants to know why the public was 
not notified when her daughter's 
attacker was released from jail ear-
lier this month.

Thirty-three-year-old Darnell 
Noel Kakfwi was sentenced to three 
years in prison after he pleaded 
guilty to a sexual assault that took 
place on Oct. 25, 2017.

Kakfwi, who has a history of 
violent crime, including a 2004 con-
viction for manslaughter, was given 
a three-year sentence for what pros-
ecutors called a "violent and trau-
matic" attack committed against a 
woman in her own home.

At the time of his guilty plea, 
Kakfwi had spent just over 20 months 
in custody. Because he received a 1.5 
day credit for every day spent in jail 
up until his sentencing, he only had 
six months left to serve.

He was released on Nov. 8, with 
a series of conditions including that 
he must register as a sex offender 
for the next 20 years, that he be 
barred from possessing firearms for 
15 years, and that he cannot contact 
or attend the residence or workplace 
of the victim or her mother. 

Given Kakfwi's violent past, the 
mother believes the public should 
have been notified about his release.

"How many more times is he 
going to do this and get away with 
it?" asked the mother, who is not 
being named in order to protect the 
victim's identity.

According to the RCMP, publi-
cizing the release of an inmate who 
has served their full sentence is only 
done in exceptional circumstances 
when the individual is believed to 
present a threat to the public. They 
would not comment on Kakfwi's 
case.

Public notified in 'exceptional' 
cases

"A person's privacy is protected 
by the Privacy Act, and publicly 
providing personal information is a 
serious matter that only the RCMP 
or police of jurisdiction have the 
authority to do," RCMP spokes-
person Marie York-Condon stated 
in an email.

While the authority to publicize 
the identity of a prisoner ahead of 
their release rests with police, the 
impetus for beginning the process, 
known as a "public interest disclo-
sure," lies with territorial and federal 

corrections authorities. The Crown 
can also apply to undergo a judicial 
procedure to have the individual 
publicly identified as a dangerous 
offender in order to keep them in 
prison after their initial sentence is 
completed.

In an email to Yellowknifer, Blair 
Van Metre, director of Corrections 
Services for the GNWT, stated that 
when an offender is believed by cor-
rections staff to be at a high risk of 
re-offending a "high risk offender 
notification form" is completed at 
least 30 days prior to their release.

Committee decides on high-risk 
offender designations

Once RCMP have been notified, 
"G" Division's commanding officer 
will review all reports associated 
with the individual before convening 
a committee comprised of several 
branches of the justice system. Com-
mittee members include but are not 
limited to: the RCMP, the Solicitor 
General's Branch NWT, the Depart-
ment of Public Prosecution Service 
of Canada, the Correctional Servi-
ces of Canada and the Northwest 
Territories Department of Correc-
tions. 

"The committee reviews the 
report, and determines if there is 
a requirement for a public interest 
disclosure that outweighs the right 
to privacy of the individual," stated 
York-Condon in an email.

Convicted rapist Bobby Zoe com-
mitted a sexual assault shortly after 
he was released from jail in 2015 
for a home invasion. A controversy 
soon followed, and RCMP vowed 
at the time to improve its internal 
communications process to keep the 
public better informed. 

According to police, since then 
RCMP have issued a total of three 
public interest disclosures: one on 
Aug. 18, 2016, another one on Dec. 
8 of that year, and most recently on 
May 29, 2017.

Neither NWT Corrections or the 
RCMP were able to provide infor-
mation on how many times a request 
for a public interest disclosure had 
been made but ruled against by the 
relevant committee.

While it is rare that the public 
is informed of the release of a pris-
oner, it is NWT Corrections' policy 
that victims' families are contacted 
ahead of time.

In Kakfwi's case, the victim's 
mother said she received a letter 
from NWT Corrections notify-

ing her of Kakfwi's release but her 
daughter was not contacted.

'Very upset'
"She's very upset. I didn't know 

how to tell her," she said. "I didn't 
want to be the one. I assumed some-
one from the court would warn her."

According to the mother, after the 
assault happened the victim moved 
away from Yellowknife to another com-
munity because she didn't feel comfort-
able living where she was raped.

"This has scarred her forever. 
This is something she's going to 
have to live with," said the mother. 
"She has a hard time coming back 
for visits because we're still in the 
same house."

She added that she was under the 
impression that Kakfwi was sup-
posed to be returned to his home-
town of Fort Good Hope after his 
sentence was complete. She was 
shocked to see Kakfwi walking 
down the streets of Yellowknife 

earlier this month.
"I knew he was going to be 

released, I just didn't expect to see 
him because I really thought he was 
supposed to go back to Fort Good 
Hope," she said. "So when I saw him 
downtown I wasn't too happy."

As part of his sentence, Kakfwi 
is under a two-year probation order 
which prohibits him from consum-
ing alcohol and non-prescription 
drugs for the first six months after 
his release.

news

'I assumed someone from 
the court would warn her'

Mother of rape victim questions why public not warned after attacker released from jail 
by Cody Punter  

northern news Services

nnSl file photo

The mother of a rape victim wants to know why RCMP did not notify the public of the sex 
offender's release.
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Prime Minister Justin Trudeau unveiled his cabinet selection 
Wednesday and once again, NWT MP Michael McLeod and 
northern representation were passed over.

Ministers were sworn in to 37 new cabinet posts at Rideau 
Hall in Ottawa.

McLeod said he was "disappointed" that there is no Northern 
voice in cabinet.

"For the most part I am hearing a lot of people quite happy 
with the (cabinet) selection," he said. "But I'm also hearing from 
a number of people who were disappointed – as I am – that there 
will be no voice in cabinet for the North again.

"We certainly understand that there are only a few new pos-
itions that are available in cabinet. We have to take into account 
the incumbents and take into account gender balance. But it is a 
surprising turn of events that neither myself or the member from 
Yukon (Larry Bagnell) – given that we can be considered both 
North and west – were not contacted for a position."

McLeod said getting a Northern voice in cabinet would have 
led to better outcomes for Northerners and the unique challenges 
their region faces.

Labrador MP 'should' have been promoted
He also noted that Yvonne Jones, an MP for Labrador of Inuit 

descent who served as parliamentary secretary under minister of 
Crown-Indigenous Relations Carolyn Bennett, should have been 
given a promotion to cabinet.

"I think overall who can talk about the North best is a North-
erner," he said. "So we would be better served if one of us were in 
the decision-making capacity that cabinet provides."

During election night on Oct. 21, McLeod had told Yellow-
knifer that he was interested in a position with the Trudeau cabinet 
after winning a second term.

"I've put my name out there, again it's the prime minister's 
call," he said on election night. "He knows I'm interested. I'll live 

with whatever decision he makes. I think I would be privileged to 
get a portfolio."

Still, McLeod said he was pleased with the cabinet ministers 
who were named to files that will directly impact Northerners.

"It is disappointing but we live with the decision and there is 
some good news out of it," he said. "We have some good ministers  
...  and we have a new dedicated Northern Affairs minister."

Bennett retains Crown-Indigenous Relations post
Bennett was re-appointed as minister of Crown-Indigenous 

Relations, which in her previous stint had included Northern 
Affairs. He said her understanding of Indigenous issues and her 
continuance in the file is welcome among Indigenous govern-
ments and people.

"She still plays a key role and having continuity is very import-
ant for the Indigenous people," he said. "She's also important for 
us in the North because that position as minister holds a lot of 
decision making for us in the NWT still."

Dan Vandal, a Manitoba member of Metis descent, was given 
the new position of Northern Affairs.

"Dan is Indigenous and Metis and is very familiar with the 
challenges that Indigenous people face and he has been in politics 
a long time," McLeod said, adding he thinks he is a good fit as a 
hard and cautious politician.

Quebec MP Marc Miller is minister of Indigenous Services.
"I got along well with Marc and we were seatmates for a while 

and very smart and passionate at what he does," McLeod said, 
noting that Miller is keen on promoting the speaking Indigenous 
languages, including Mohawk from his region of the country.

McLeod said he is committed to bringing greater attention 
to Northern issues by pressing for the creation of a cabinet com-
mittee to focus on Arctic issues and ensuring that the Arctic and 
Northern Policy Framework released in September is carried 
through.

"I want to make sure our interests are on the front burner 
and ensuring there is timely implementation and advancement, 

especially of the Arctic and northern policy framework," he said, 
adding that there remain many issues to deal with including hous-
ing affordability, education gaps, settling land claims and the 
economy and joblessness.

McLeod 'would have been a great asset'
Norman Yakeleya, Dene Nation chief, said there is a lot of work 

to do in the next parliament with a short window to do it, but he 
is looking forward to building on progress he believes was made 
over the last term in the nation-to-nation relationship. Namely, he 
wants to see an apology to the Dene for how they were sent south 
to never return for tuberculosis treatment last century, enshrining 
the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous People 
(UNDRIP) into Canadian law, advancing the Arctic and northern 
policy framework, and addressing economic and cost of living 
challenges in the North. 

Yakeleya wanted to see McLeod in cabinet.
"He would have been a great asset to the Northern file and the 

Northern voice and the prime minister has missed out on hard 
working fellow like our MP Michael McLeod," Yakeleya said. 

"He is a great advocate for Northern people and we will con-
tinue support him in his role as MP."

by Simon Whitehouse  
northern news Services

nnSl file photo

Liberal NWT MP Michael McLeod celebrates defending his seat Oct. 21. 
There is no Northern representation in Prime Minister Justin Trudeau's cabinet.

McLeod 'disappointed' 
by Trudeau cabinet snub

Carolyn Bennett retains Crown-Indigenous Affairs; Quebec MP gets Indigenous Services

•	 francois-Philippe Champagne – foreign Affairs
•	 lawrence MacAulay – Veteran Affairs
•	 Dominic leBlanc – President of Queen's Privy Council
•	 navdeep Bains – innovation, Science and industry
•	 Bill Morneau – finance
•	 Marc Garneau – Transport
•	 Patty Hajdu – Health
•	 Marie-Claude Bibeau – Minister of Agriculture and Agri-food
•	 Diane lebouthillier – national revenue
•	 Harjit Sajjan – Minister of national Defence
•	 David lametti – Minister of Justice and Attorney General
•	 Chrystia freeland – Deputy Prime Minister and intergovernmental Affairs
•	 Jean-yves Duclos – families, Children and Social Development and President of the 

Treasury Board
•	 Melanie Joly – Minister of economic Development and official languages
•	 Catherine Mckenna – Minister of infrastructure and Communities
•	 Maryam Monsef – women and Gender equality and rural economic Development
•	 Carla Qualtrough – employment, workforce Development and Disability inclusion
•	 Bardish Chagger – Diversity, inclusion and youth
•	 karina Gould – Minister of international Development
•	 Ahmed Hussen – family, Children and Social Development
•	 Seamus o'regan – natural resources
•	 Pablo rodriguez – Government House leader and Minister of Heritage and Multi-

culturalism
•	 Bill Blair – Public Safety and emergency Preparedness
•	 Mary ng – international Trade
•	 filomena Tassi – labour
•	 Jonathan wilkinson – environment and Climate Change
•	 Bernadette Jordan – fisheries and oceans
•	 Joyce Murray – Digital Government
•	 Anita Annand – Public Service and Procurement
•	 Mona fortier – Middle Class Prosperity
•	 Steven Guilbeault – Canadian Heritage
•	 Marc Mendicino – immigration
•	 Deb Schulte – Seniors
•	 Jim Carr – special representative for the Prairies

fact
fILe JuStIN tRudeau'S 2019 CaBINet

Source: Government of Canada
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For a small business, there's 
no clearer sign of support than a 
packed room.

That was on display Saturday 
morning, as people turned out in 
droves at the Tree of Peace Friend-
ship Centre on 51 Street to browse 
hand-made wares. Items ranged 
from bars of soap and dolls, to 
paintings and toques.

One vendor was Maddy 
Tetreault, whose paintings included 
Christmas ornament-sized works 
depicting Northern scenes and 
imagery.

Craft fair fills 
Tree of Peace 

Friendship  
Centre

Makers market draws packed crowds

by Nick Pearce  
northern news Services

Jennie Rausch, right, makes a purchase from 
Melissa Pohajdak at YZF Home Decor's booth on 
Saturday morning. 

Maddy Tetreault helps a customer at her booth on Saturday.

nick Pearce/nnSl photos

Large crowds greeted the Maker's Market Saturday morning, prompting a few shoppers to duck outside to skip the gridlock.

Lisa Zoe and Carlene Chapple of Haylani Apparel at their booth.
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Bed and breakfast owner Faith embleton has been asking the city to clamp down on Airbnbs, which are unregulated in 
Yellowknife. City council must strike a balance between protecting legitimate business owners like Embleton and not being 
too heavy handed with homeowners who have come to rely on renting out rooms in their homes to help make ends meet.

the international short-term rental 
phenomenon known as airbnb has 
come a long way since the company's 
san francisco founders decided in 
2007 to plop an air mattress in their 
living room and turn their apartment 
into a bed and breakfast, in order to 
beat the high cost of rent in that tech-
heavy city.

after the original airbedandbreak-
fast.com website was launched, it 
grew to an international business, 
offering everything from more intim-
ate shared spaces such as couches 
in apartments, to private rooms, 
apartments, entire homes and even 
industrial-style properties.

While not for everyone — there 
have been horror stories of dishonest 
advertising leading to poor-quality 
lodgings — the airbnb brokering ser-
vice has rocked the hospitality sector 
and also forced communities across 
the globe to reckon with these new 
short-term rentals.

Many cities have seen vacancy 
rates for apartments squeezed as 
landlords opt for the higher payback 
of short-term airbnb rentals — and the 
ease of using the airbnb.ca website, 
and other similar platforms — over 
medium and long-term apartment 
and house rentals to people who 
actually live in the communities.

this can also force up rent prices 
and result in a new class of de facto 
hotels, slipping into a tourist market 
on the cheap and causing a headache 
for existing bed-and-breakfast busi-

nesses and hotels, who have played 
by the rules and obeyed all local regu-
lations.

Yellowknife city council has been 
grappling with this issue for two 
years, during which time it has seen 
tourism numbers soar, at times see-
ing no vacancies of any type being 
available.

Currently, short-term rentals in 
Yellowknife are not regulated, but a 
couple of dozen or so bed-and-break-
fasts are, under the city's business 
licence bylaw.

in the past two years, council has 
hemmed and hawed over how to 
regulate the entire short-term rental 
industry — perhaps by easing rules for 
existing BnBs — in a way that wouldn't 
hinder it. 

should owners of short-term rent-
als be required to live in the space? 
in an economy with a high cost of 
living such as Yellowknife, property 
owners can supplement their income 
and allow for better use of their major 
investment — their home. and as 
Yellowknife finds itself turning to tour-
ism to bolster what is predicted to be 
a sagging economy due to a drop in 
resource extraction, the availability of 

short-term rentals — such as airbnb, 
vrBo and others — keeps Yellowknife 
current with other destinations and is 
something many travellers expect to 
see.

visitor and resident safety has 
been discussed by council, as was the 
practicality of being able to enforce 
licence compliance on more than a 
hundred new businesses.

City council is currently still mulling 
over draft regulations for short-term 
rentals. 

Clearly the free-for-all that's going 
on now can't endure but council must 
realize if it makes the licensing pro-
cess too onerous, it will only hurt the 
city's bottom line, as it would just be 
one more nail in the coffin for people 
wondering if they can continue to 
afford living here. it could also hurt 
our growing tourism sector, with all 
the revenue that brings — especially 
once the long-awaited tourism levy is 
brought in.

Yellowknifer would like to see one 
requirement being that airbnb owners 
live in the home. that would help pro-
tect the existing BnB owners, such as 
faith embleton, who went through all 
the hoops trying to establish a legit-
imate business. 

and all advertising or promotions 
done by any short-term rentals must 
include the city's licence number, to 
prove the playing field has been lev-
elled.

But this airbnb issue has dragged 
on for far too long. it's time for coun-
cil to put it to rest.

Time to put Airbnb 
issue to bed has come
regulations for short-term rentals should ensure level playing 

field for new and existing businesses, help homeowners
northern news Services

tHe ISSue:
SHORT-TERM RENTAlS

We Say:
A lONG-TERM HEADACHE FOR 
COuNCIl
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Last week I talked a little about the geology 
of the dump. This week I will talk about geol-
ogy and all the sciences in more general terms.

You can go and get four or five books on 
just about any subject you want. After you have 
read them, you will be somewhat knowledge-
able about that subject, not an expert, but you 
will know the basics and then some. However, 
one of the problems I have always had with the 
books, is that they present most of the information 
as fact and it can give people the mistaken impres-
sion that we know everything there is to know.

They don't tell you that any explanation 
or theory they present, is just that a theory. It 
might be the best explanation we have to date 
but not really proven. Also, I think all the 
books should have a chapter that outlines all 
the things we aren't too sure of and another the 
talks about what we don't know.

I had a professor who was a pretty smart 
dude. Before class started one day, a few of us 
were talking and he said that one had to always 
remember that 90 per cent of what you learn in 
school today, will be proven wrong in your life-
time. That seemed like a mighty high percentage.

If I had to guess I would have put the num-
ber much lower. Maybe 25 per cent. However, 
the older I get the more I am tending to up 
that percentage.

It's often not the facts or data that we col-
lect that is wrong, but it is the interpretation of 
them. I will give you an example. When I was 
a kid in school, the teachers had some pretty 
strange explanations of why the physical world 
was the way it was.

One was that the world had ridges, mountain 
chains, earthquakes and volcanoes because the 
planet was like an orange or an apple and it was 
shrinking with time, causing its surface to get 
all wrinkly. To kids in school it sounded like 
an explanation. Then the theory of continental 
drift came along and it provided a much bet-
ter explanation and there is a lot of evidence or 
proof, that this is in fact the way the geological 
world works.

It is always interesting to read the history 

of discoveries and new theories because you 
realize it usually involves a whole lot of work 
by a whole lot of people. Continental drift is an 
example of a big advancement in geology in the 
last hundred years, but you can find these major 
steps forward in all the sciences and there are 
lots more still to come.

However, one problem is that when people 
get to believing one idea or theory, they tend 
to believe in it complete and are reluctant and 
sometimes even hostile to new ideas. There are 
a lot of people who feel or believe that the way 
the world is today is the way it has always been, 
and it is the way it will always be. It is a natural 
feeling because people don't see the changes.

But if you stop to think about it this is 
totally wrong. I can remember as a kid when a 
family in the neighbourhood got a TV and that 
was the first TV anyone in that area had ever 
seen. Now we have computers, cell phones, 
GPS units and all sorts of things. I am old 
enough; I can remember the first satellite in 
space and the first photographs of the earth 
from space. So, the world of humanity is always 
changing. So is the planet earth. And so must 
we.

It might be a little scary to think that things 
are always changing but they are and that's a 
good thing because it gives us an opportunity to 
make them better, and hopefully to learn from 
our mistakes. It is up to everyone to decide 
whether they are going to be optimistic or pes-
simistic about the future and view the past real-
istically or as some sort of dogma.

If you study history, you will soon discover 
things were a whole lot different than people 
believe. So, here's to the future. We are all in 
this together, so let's try to make the most of it.

Here's to the 
geological future

northern news Services

Walt Humphries is a well-known
Yellowknife artist and prospector.

tales froM
the dump

commentary

Huntington disease is an inherited 
neurodegenerative illness with progres-
sively serious physical, cognitive and emo-
tional symptoms.

You can get a very good 
idea of what Huntington disease 
is all about by reading a novel 
by Lisa Genova, called "Inside 
the O'Briens". It's well-written by 
Ms. Genova who is a neuroscien-
tist and understands very well 
the disease and its effects.

Infrared saunas
This past summer, Health 

Canada put out an advisory that 
infrared saunas are not author-
ized in Canada to treat any med-
ical conditions including high 
blood pressure, diabetes, autism, 
weight-loss, pain relief, cancer 
or preventing aging.

Health Canada is not aware of any clin-
ical evidence that proves infrared saunas 
can be used to treat any medical condition.

Just say no
Many recommendations on lifestyle 

changes always include "moderate" alco-
hol consumption. Moderate is defined 
as no more than 14 drinks a week for 

men and seven per week for 
women. However, many stud-
ies have shown that those who 
quit drinking alcohol altogether 
found they experienced a more 
favourable change in mental 
well-being, a feeling enjoyed by 
those who have never drunk 
alcohol.

Sperm, when it counts
Sperm counts in many 

developed countries has 
dropped by almost 60 per cent 
since 1973. The reasons for this 
haven't been established. Pesti-
cides, estrogens in the water 
supply, phthalates in plastics are 
some of the ideas being theor-

ized. But it has encouraged a whole group 
of new tech-startup companies offering 
home sperm-testing technology. Men usu-
ally think it's the woman who is the prob-
lem with infertility. But 40 per cent of the 
time it's the man.

CaPSuLe 
Comments
Aaron La Borde is  
a pharmacist at  
Sutherland Drugs.

Cut down on the 
booze to feel better

photo courtesy of needapix

Health Canada is not aware of any clinical evidence that proves infrared 
saunas can be used to treat any medical condition, according to an alert 
released this summer.No condoms in 

Sir John Franklin
40 years ago

In a letter to city council, organizers for the 
Gold Symposium that was slated for Dec 3-5, 
asked city council to foot the bill for a recep-
tion for delegates at the conference.

The reason for the last minute 
request, was that the department 
of Indian Affairs and Northern 
Development (DIAND) had experi-
enced budget cuts and was not able 
to finance the wine and cheese 
reception for the masses as it had 
done in previous years.

Council referred the matter to 
financial, legislation and administra-
tion committee for consideration of 
the expected $750 to $1,000 addi-
tional expense. 

30 years ago
A proposal to install condom 

machines at Sir John Franklin Territorial High 
School had been rejected at all levels of the sec-
ondary school system.

In October a Hay River business man sent 
a letter to the Yellowknife Board of Secondary 
Education offering to install condom dispensing 
machines at the high school. The board left the 
decision up to the principal at the time, William 
Kunder. 

Kunder passed the issue to the students 
council.

The students council was not supportive of 
condom dispensing machines in the school, 
reported Kunder, adding that the school already 
did enough to promote sex education, and that 
access to condoms in the community was easy.

20 years ago
The Yellowknife Chamber of 

Commerce had a new version of 
Yellowknife-opoly set to arrive in 
the city in time for Christmas. Some 
100 companies, groups and organ-
izations were represented on the 
millennium model. The game sold 
for $30 to $35.

The Chamber ordered 1,500 of 
the games and acted as the whole-
saler. Pre-sales had 400 games sold. 
Back in 1997, when the first Yellow-
knife-opoly came out, all 1,500 were 
pre-sold. 

10 years ago
The H1N1 flu was the only flu virus at the 

time circulating through the NWT, according to 
the Department of  Health and Social Services.

About 56 per cent of the NWT's population 
had been vaccinated so far. There had been 
adverse reactions in 21 out of roughly 24,000 
vaccinations, none were serious. The depart-
ment also reported that there had been 48 H1N1 
hospitalizations in the territory as of Nov. 17.

LOOKING
Back
with
Candace A. McQuatt
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Folk on the Rocks will mark its 
40th anniversary in 2020 with key 
repairs made to its main stage. 

Following its AGM last weekend 
at Elks Lodge, festival executive pro-
ducer Carly McFadden told Yellow-
knifer the anniversary season is an 
opportunity to build on the previous 
year's strengths.

"We take a look at that, and say 
this is all that happened in the past 

year and we're really proud of it," she 
said, adding a large part of that was 
the connections with the community 
and roster of artists.

"We talk about the activities we 
did last year – our partnership with 
the Rainbow Coalition of Yellow-
knife – and bringing up a long of 
really incredible performers and hav-
ing such a beautifully diverse line-
up," she said. 

After raising revenues by almost 
50 per cent, the festival's main stage 

renovations are on track for the anni-
versary, she said.

Much of that involves finishing 
work on the stage roof. The summer 
before last, the stage was assessed 
and deemed unusable, prompting the 
festival to tackle renovation efforts.

Phase one, completed this year, 
was $200,000 structural work on 
the foundation. Phase two involves 
renovating the roof to the tune of 
$130,000.

That includes addressing the two 
arches that make up the current roof, 
which were installed at different 
times. 

The plan is to pick up and tilt both 
of the arches so they align without 
any additional measures from staff. 

Once that's done, they'll also 
look more visually appealing, said 
McFadden.  

Following the Saturday night 
AGM, Whitehorse bands The Sweet-
ies, a gospel-bluegrass musical pro-
ject that incorporates heavy, dis-
torted guitar riffs, and Soda Pony, an 
alternative rock act, took the stage. 

Tickets for the July 17 to 19 festi-
val go on sale Dec. 1. 

Structurally unsound stage requires $330K in repairs

Folk on the Rocks needs to raise 
roof, literally, for festival in 2020

by Nick Pearce  
northern news Services

nick Pearce/nnSl Photos

Fiona McTaggart, drummer and co-vocalist of The Sweeties 
performs at the Elks lodge on Saturday night.

Patrick Hamilton, guitarist 
and co-vocalist with The 
Sweeties, opens for Soda 
Pony on Saturday night at 
the Elks lodge.

Soda Pony guitarist Aiden Tentrees closes out the evening at 
the Elks lodge.
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"I was in an archetypical 
realm, a limitless, timeless 
world of pure wilderness."

The Perfection of the 
Morning: An Apprenticeship 
in Nature by Sharon Butala 
is a memoir set on the open 
prairies. This autobiographical 
book follows her own physical 
and spiritual return to nature 

after uprooting from her life 
as a teacher in Saskatoon to 
move to a cattle ranch in rural 
Saskatchewan.

Exploring big ideas of 
spirituality and female identity 
through deceptively simple 
stories from her life, Butala's 
memoir remains thoughtful 
and interesting even twenty-
five years after it was first 

published.
I feel like I have been 

appreciating books where 
authors write about their own 
experiences more and more 
nowadays and respect the 
bravery it takes for authors to 
examine their own life and 
experiences for the public eye. 
Sharon Butala's autobiography 
does just this, discussing her 

marriage, her identity, and 
the process of creating this 
memoir within the pages of 
The Perfection of the Morn-
ing. Appropriately titled, this 
book also focuses heavily on 
the meaning of nature in Sha-
ron's life and her rediscovery 
the natural world after years 
of living in the city. Chap-
ter to chapter, this memoir 

details Butala's exploration 
of her sense of self, reach-
ing backwards in time to her 
childhood in the prairies to 
her re-acquaintance with rural 
Canada.

Intense spirituality
There is an intense spiri-

tuality throughout The Per-
fection of the Morning that 
Butala seems to have access to 
in her dreams or in the quiet 
moments in her life, like catch-
ing her husband napping under 
the open sky or pausing during 
a walk to take in nature.

My gut reaction to her 
autobiography, interestingly 
enough, was that I was read-
ing a story written by one of 
Margaret Atwood characters – 
maybe the young woman from 
Surfacing all grown up.

There was something spe-
cifically observatory about 
how Butala thinks about her 
life on the Canadian Prairies 
that adds a little bit of intrigue 
to the memoir. Instead of 
being active in the events 
that happen in The Perfec-
tion of the Morning, Butala 
depicts her life in a very in-

the-moment way as it floods 
over her, like a dream or a 
landscape that she wanders 
through.

After discovering that this 
novel was set in Saskatchewan, 
I was excited to read about 
the experience of someone 
living in the prairies, a part of 
Canada I'm completely unfa-
miliar with. The Perfection of 
the Morning went above and 
beyond in depicting the beauty 
of the prairies.

This novel brought me as 
close to enjoying nature as I 
think I could get without actu-
ally going outside, all while 
exploring the eccentricities 
and beauties of life on a cattle 
ranch. This book is rooted in 
a tradition of storytelling that 
really brings Butala's experi-
ences to life in a way that add 
a little bit of magical escapism 
to my life.

Though definitely a story 
I think I would have enjoyed 
more if I was older, I think 
that The Perfection of the 
Morning would have some-
thing special to share with 
someone at any point in their 
life. 

A 25-year apprenticeship

wikimedia Commons photo

Sharon Butala's prairie memoir remains thoughtful and interesting even 25 years after it was published.

nick Pearce/nnSl photo

Hakuna Matata at naCC
Sidney Johnson was one of the young attendees at the northern Arts and Cul-
tural Centre's presentation of The lion king sing-a-along nov. 16. Before the 
show, children in the audience learned to trumpet like elephants and roar like 
lions before a guided rendition of  The lion Sleeps Tonight warmed up their 
voices. Another sing-a-long, featuring The Sound of Music, is on Jan. 11.

northern news Services

Grace Guy is a lifelong Yellowknifer and  
lover of literature.

Book
review

diversions
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A classroom without walls

Whitehorse educator Emily Payne prepared whitefish for a feast of campsite cooking near the Prince of Wales Heritage Centre on Nov. 5.

Yellowknife 
educator Jiah 

Dzentu cuts 
bush cake as 

participants 
enjoyed a 
feast near 

the Prince of 
Wales Northern 

Heritage Centre.

ezra Black/nnSl photos

The Child and Nature Alliance's Forest School Practitioner's Course is a year-long program that 23 educators from across the North kicked off outside the Prince 
of Wales Northern Heritage Centre between Nov. 2 and 6. 

What differentiates an outdoor classroom 
from a traditional classroom is evident not just 
in the circle of benches around a fire pit, the 
warm walltent, the students running free in the 
wilderness or the food from the land being pre-
pared such as fish, grouse or harvested greens.

It is also in the alternative philosophy to 
education, which focuses on loosely structured 
outdoor play rather than strict academic cur-
riculum.

"You would see play-based learning, 
inquiry-based learning. You would see the 
students being asked to take care of them-
selves, each other and the land," said Wendy 
Lahey, of what a typical day in a forest school 
might look like.

Lahey, a facilitator with the Child and 
Nature Alliance of Canada – along with Chloe 
Dragon Smith and her mother, Brenda Dragon 
– recently facilitated the Child and Nature 
Alliance's Forest School Practitioner's Course 
for 23 educators from across the North. 

The Yk 1 school board is co-hosting the 
course along with Bushkids, a land based 
learning initiative founded by Lahey and 
Dragon Smith, and the Prince of Wales North-
ern Heritage Centre.

Fourteen educators from Yk 1 are partici-
pating along with one from the Yellowknife 
Catholic School Board, two from the Dechinta 
Centre for Research and Learning and one 
from the Yellowknife Playschool Association. 

The yearlong course started with land 
based learning and outdoor classes on the 
museum grounds from Nov. 2 to 6. Now, over 
the next several months, participants will mas-
ter skills that will allow them to expose their 
students to the benefits of land and nature-
based learning. 

Though still somewhat of a fringe approach 
to schooling, Lahey said she hopes courses 
like theirs will one day ensure that on the land 
learning becomes consistently available for all 
students in the education system. 

"That's what we hope for," she said. "It's 
definitely getting traction and 
there's a real interest in it among 
teachers and educators, especial-
ly in Yellowknife."

The first formal forest schools 
were established in Scandinavia 
in the 1950s, but Indigenous 
people have had the land as their 
classroom from the very begin-
ning, said Lahey. 

As such, the forest school 
practitioner course incorporates 
the principals of Dene Kede, 
which is a curriculum developed 
with the guidance of Indigenous 
elders to ensure Dene culture and 
languages are taught in schools. 

The course seeks to integrate 
both Western and Indigenous 
principles of education by creating an "ethical 
space," said Lahey.

"It's a space between two different world 
views where we come together and work 
together," she said. "We share both world 
views in the work that we're doing."

"It's not starting out with a Western 
approach to education and injecting small 
pieces of Indigenous education, it's starting 
from the ground together and letting the land 
lead what the children learn," she continued. 

There is a growing body of research that 
shows on the land learning can be valuable for 
kids, including the 2015 Participaction Report 

Card on Physical Activity for Children and 
Youth. The position statement reads "Access 
to active play in nature and outdoors – with 
its risks – is essential for healthy child devel-
opment. We recommend increasing children's 

opportunities for self-directed 
play outdoors in all settings – at 
home, at school, in child care, the 
community and nature." 

Children and youth who 
engage in active outdoor play in 
natural environments demonstrate 
resilience, self-regulation and 
develop skills for dealing with 
stress later in life, it continues. 

Lahey said this approach to 
education can be particularly ben-
eficial to students who feel unsuc-
cessful in traditional classroom 
settings.

She pointed to the example 
of one Indigenous student who 
moved to Yellowknife to attend 
school.

"His family, who would normally be tak-
ing him out on the land, they can't do that on a 
regular basis," she said. "So for him to have this 
opportunity every week has been very ground-
ing."

Dragon said every student can benefit from 
learning on the land. 

"It is a natural way of learning," she said. 
"Everybody meets at their own level and inter-
acts with the land as they are. You are not 
judged, you are not graded and you learn to 
work collaboratively. This benefits everyone 
from the teacher to the student."

Bundled up against the elements, the educa-

tors gathered for a mid course feast near the 
Prince of Wales Northern Heritage Centre on 
Nov. 5. The meal included white fish, moose 
stew and bush cake all cooked on their outdoor 
fire. 

After the feast, Jiah Dzentu, a Yellow-
knife educator, reflected on how forest school 
principles can create well rounded and happy 
students by combining the best elements of 
Western and Indigenous education.

"Everyone is from land somewhere, every-
one benefits by being connected to the land, 
everyone learns better and it crosses cultural 
boundaries," she said. "You can work through 
your public school curriculum while you're 
out on the land, it doesn't have to be separate 
boxes, you can really meld those two worlds 
together and they're showing us how to do 
that."

"It's not about trying to create a division 
between Indigenous education and non-Indig-
enous education, it's about making a space 
infused with the Indigenous world view where 
Indigenous and non-Indigenous children can 
participate in learning," she continued. 

Shauna Morgan, a longtime Yellowknifer 
who helped organize the course, said the for-
est school approach emphasizes learning skills 
over rote memorization, through a student-
driven curriculum that is developed by spend-
ing a significant amount of the day outside. 

"In the classroom you've got a list of things 
you need in your brain at the end of the year, 
you check all these boxes," she said. "What 
we're trying to do here is create people who 
have a range of competencies especially learn-
ing skills because then you can go and learn to 
be a capable person who is a lifelong learner."

Teachers will learn how to instruct students about on-the-land practices
by Ezra Black  

northern news Services

"It's a space 
between two 

different 
worldviews 
where we 

come together 
and work 
together." 

 Wendy Lahey 
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date time event
nov. 24 3 p.m. to 

4 p.m.
COSy Classical Concert
At the museum cafe, join in on 
Sunday, november 24th, for the 
pre-Christmas  edition of CoSy's 
season of free, mainly classical, 
concerts performed by members 
and students of CoSy mem-
bers on the last Sunday of each 
month, october to June, except 
for December, at the Museum 
Café from 3-4 p.m.

nov. 22 7 p.m. to 
9 p.m.

November Movie Nights: tales 
of the City Mini-Series
rainbow Coalition of yellowknife 
is hosting a showing of Tales of 
the City, which follows the resi-
dents and "logical family" of a 
boardinghouse turned apartment 
complex in San francisco

nov. 23 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m.

Weledeh Craft Sale
weledeh Catholic School will host 
a craft sale in its gym that will 
help support the school's fine 
arts programming.

nov. 
23-24

10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m.

Polar Blitz art Show and Sale
The Salvation Army nwT 
resource Centre, will be hosting 
a food Drive at the yk Co-op. 
This food Drive allows us to con-
tinue to provide for those who 
are less fortunate in our com-
munity.
Join us for a BBQ and help us by 
purchasing a food hamper.

nov. 23 4 p.m. to 
7 p.m.

Santa Claus Parade and activ-
ities
Catch live music from Peter 
rybs Band inside Centre Square 
Mall, along with a market and 
other children's activities and 
shopping. At 5 p.m. a parade of 
20 floats will roll down franklin 
Avenue and ring in the Christmas 
season, with photo opportunities.

photo courtesy of The north Pole

Santa Claus returns to Yellowknife for his annual parade tomorrow afternoon starting at 4 p.m.

Submit items for consideration at least one week 
in advance to: Craig Gilbert at craig@nnsl.com 

date time event
nov. 30 2 p.m. to 

4 p.m.
Christmas tea and Bake Sale
At		NUP	Auditorium,	help	your-
self to naked goods, crafts, 
antipasto, and pepper jelly. Tea 
only: $6; $2 for children under 5. 
Proceeds donated to outreach 
projects – local, national and 
international. Contact Jeannette 
Hall @ 873-3942.

nov. 30 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m.

annual Christmas Sale
Held with the yellowknife Quilters 
Guild, and prior to the yellowknife 
Guild of Arts and Crafts sale at 
St. Patrick's High School, there's 
preview on nov, 29 where guests 
can purchase a pottery mug 
filled with hot chocolate and bid 
on silent auction items.  Held 
in conjunction with the Annual 
yellowknife Quilters Guild sale.

Dec. 1 3 p.m. to 
4 p.m.

40 Below Christmas Show
Tickets are $10 and available at 
the door to attend to hear Christ-
mas music "sung by some lovely 
young singers" at Holy Trinity 
Anglican Church. 

date time event

Dec. 4 4:45 p.m. Lights across Canada
The City of yellowknife is partici-
pating in Christmas lights Across 
Canada on the steps of city hall 
with seasonal carols. At 5 p.m. 
Mayor rebecca Alty will clear the 
lights in Somba k'e Civic Plaza to 
be turned on.

Dec. 6-7 friday 
show-
ing - 7:30 
p.m.; 
Saturday 
showing 
2 p.m.

What the World Needs Now - a 
Choir Concert
At St. Patrick's Church, discover 
what exactly the world needs 
when Aurora Chorealis joins with 
fireweed Children's Chorus and 
special guest, bassist Sean rob-
son.

Dec. 7 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m.

amnesty International Write for 
Rights
every year around international 
Human rights Day on December 
10, hundreds of thousands of 
people around the world send 
a letter or e-mail on behalf of 
someone they've never met. 
Change a life at Javaroma.
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Sports & recreation

Jack Works ready for the next step

Chad Goddard photo 

yellowknife's Jack Works will be one of 44 players from the western part of Canada vying for a spot on Team Canada West for the 2019 World Junior A Challenge 
in Dawson Creek, B.C., next month.

It's a record … kind of
Wren Acorn officially became the fastest junior female 

speedskater in Canada in the 1,500-metre distance earlier this 
month.

Too bad it won't count.
Acorn skated in a practice meet at the Calgary Olympic 

Oval, her training base, last weekend and turned in a time of 
2:23.010, which is faster than the current record of 2:23.525 set 

by Courtney Serault in Poland last year.
The reason it won't count? There was a senior skater in the 

race and since it wasn't a full junior event, it can't be considered.
Acorn's next big upcoming event is the Canadian Junior 

Championships which start on Nov. 29 at her home rink in Cal-
gary but she's also been invited to compete with the Canadian 
delegation at the Canadian Short Track International Invita-
tional in Montreal from Dec. 6 to 8.

Get your teams in
One of the most popular curling events of the season is now 

open for registrations.
The Koe Family Boxing Day Bonspiel will happen at the 

Yellowknife Curling Centre on Dec. 26, just like it has for many 
years, and will feature teams of four playing in a series of modi-
fied games in the hopes of winning the big trophy.

Each game will consist of four ends and the scoring system 

is a bit different in that teams can earn points for what they 
score in an end, for winning an end and for winning the game.

To keep things fair, each team must have at least one junior 
curler and one beginner.

Club curlers ready for nationals 
The next big event on the Curling Canada national cham-

pionship schedule gets going in Leduc, Alta., this coming 
Monday.

It's the Canadian Curling Club Championships and the men's 
rink from the NWT will be represented by the foursome of 
Chris Kelln, Trevor Moss, Travis Weagant and Nick Rivet out 
of the Yellowknife Curling Centre.

The rink will be in action on opening day as they begin 
pool play against Nova Scotia at 8:30 p.m. The women's rink 
hails from the Hay River Curling Club and will be skipped by 
Katrina Delorey.

SPORtS
Check

with James McCarthy
e-mail: sports@nnsl.com

Yellowknife's Jack Works is having quite 
the season with the Okotoks Oilers of the 
Alberta Junior Hockey League.

His exploits haven't gone unnoticed and he'll 
get a chance to really show what he can do 
early next month.

The 18-year-old is one of 44 players from 
around western Canada that will get the chance 
to make Team Canada West and play in the 
2019 World Junior A Challenge in Dawson 
Creek, B.C., next month. Hockey Canada made 
the announcement this past Tuesday. 

Works said he's looking forward to the 
challenge.

"It's a cool feeling, for sure," he said. "I've 
never experienced something like this before 

and I didn't think about it at all this season but 
I got the call and I'm excited."

To say Works has had a break-
out season in Okotoks would be 
an understatement. 

As of press time, he leads the 
team in scoring with 36 points 
(18 goals, 18 assists) in 24 games 
and was named the AJHL Player 
of the Week last week thanks to 
back-to-back hat tricks and eight 
points in total in two games. The 
back end of each of those hat 
tricks were game-winners.

Works said what will set him 
apart from the other players is his 
compete level.

"I'm all about intensity and winning battles 

for the puck," he said. "Just go and battle every 
shift.

This is the first real season 
Works has had to prove himself 
at the junior A level. He was 
midget-aged last season and he 
didn't get a lot of ice time but 
with players moving on to school, 
he's getting his chance.

"I'm just running with it," 
he said. "I think I've earned 
some respect in the league 
now and I'm hoping to show 
the coaching staff at camp." 
His dad, Greg Works, said the 
hard work has obviously paid off 

for his son.
"Things are going really well for him this 

season," he said. "He's worked hard and it's 
paying off now with this opportunity."

In a statement, Jamie McCaig, Team Can-
ada West's operations manager, stated that 
months of work went into identifying the play-
ers who were invited to camp. 

"We know these 44 players will bring work 
ethic and a hard-working attitude to camp as 
we begin our quest for a gold medal at the 2019 
World Junior A Challenge," he said.

The selection camp for the team is happen-
ing in Calgary from Dec. 1 to 3 with the main 
event taking place the week after.

Jack said if he makes the final cut, he would 
be happy with any role he would be asked to play.

"Once the team is picked, it's all about see-
ing where you fit in and I'll play wherever I'm 
asked," he said.

Yk junior hockey player invited to selection camp for World Junior A Challenge
by James McCarthy  

northern news Services

"I'm all about 
intensity 

and winning 
battles for  
the puck." 

 – Jack Works 
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The Wickenheiser Female 
World Hockey Festival in Cal-
gary has been kind to teams 
from Yellowknife in recent 
years.

The 2019 Canada Winter 
Games girls team won their 
division last year. This year, it 
was the Yellowknife Wolfpack 
senior girls squad's turn.

The ladies, known as the 
DT Electric Senior Wolfpack 
Girls in town, took the spoils 
in the midget Tier 3 division 
thanks to a 7-2 win over the 
GHC Jr. Inferno squad from 
Calgary in the final on Nov. 
18. It was a reversal of for-
tunes as the Inferno defeated 
the Wolfpack in the round-
robin meeting between the two 
teams immediately before the 
final, 5-3.

The ladies played four 
round-robin games in total 
with three lopsided wins to 
their credit, the loss to the 
Inferno being the lone blemish 
on their record.

"Once we got out to a 
comfortable lead, we started 
to focus on things we want-
ed to get better at," said Rob 
Hart, the team's head coach. 
"We worked on our defen-
sive zone plays, offensive 
pressure and it was good to 
see the girls getting strong-
er and better every game." 

Hart thought his ladies were 
the better of the two teams 
when they played the Inferno 
in the round-robin but it was 
just one of those games.

"We ran into a hot goal-
tender," he said. "I thought 
we had the better chances, 
the better pressure, better 
puck control but I told the 
girls after the game that you 
can be the underdog and 
have that kind of game." 
The loss meant the Wolfpack 
ended up finishing second fol-
lowing the round-robin but it 
was good enough to get them 
into the gold medal game as 
the top two teams advanced 
right through.

Hart said he didn't make 
any wholesale changes before 
the final.

"We tweaked a couple of 
things but the message was 
just get back to the basics," he 
said. "Things like putting the 
puck on net, work on passing. 
I know (the Inferno) thought 
they were the better team and 
would beat us twice but anyone 
who's played in a tournament 
will tell you it's tough to beat 
the same team twice."

The Wolfpack came out the 
better of the two teams in the 
final, potting two in the open-
ing period to take a 2-0 lead 
into the intermission.

"The girls were brilliant in 
the first," said Hart. "I don't 

think they gave up a good 
scoring chance in the first. 
They were transitioning well 
and everything was clicking." 
But as much as they may have 
been clicking, the Wolfpack 
got themselves into penalty 
trouble early in the second 
period and that came back to 
bite them as the Inferno struck 
twice in quick fashion to tie the 
game at 2-2.

That struck some fear into 
Hart.

"I was thinking this could 
be dangerous," he said. "They 
had plenty of parents and fans 
in the stands being from Cal-
gary and they were making a 
lot of noise."

As was the case all tour-
nament long, the goaltend-
ers were swapped out at the 
halfway point as Ellie Loutitt 
came off the bench in place of 
Kamilah Gostick of Hay River 
and it seemed to do the trick as 
Loutitt shut the door the rest of 
the way. 

The Wolfpack restored its 
two-goal lead near the end of 
the second period to make it 
4-2 and took charge in the 
third, scoring another three 
unanswered to skate away with 
the title.

"The girls didn't flinch at 
all under the pressure," said 
Hart. "They were confident 
and they worked together. I 
was worried a bit that they 

would crumble but when we 
got that fourth goal, I had that 
sense that we were finishing 
them off and now we were 
back in control."

Most of the players hailed 
from Yellowknife but there 

was a bit of help from Hay 
River and Fort Smith as each 
community provided three 
players to help shore up the 
roster.

Hart said there was no issue 
whatsoever about cohesion.

"They started getting used 
to each other quickly," he said. 
"There are a lot of girls who 
will be trying out for the Arc-
tic Winter Games team and it 
was great to get them together 
on the same team."

Senior girls outfit wins Midget Tier 3 title at Wickenheiser Female World Hockey Festival

Wolfpack ladies score big in Calgary

photo courtesy of rob Hart

The yellowknife Wolfpack senior girls outfit won gold in the midget Tier 3 division at the Wickenheiser Female World Hockey Festival in Calgary on Nov. 17. They 
are, front row from left, Ellie Loutitt and Kamilah Gostick; middle row from left, Anais Aubrey-Smith, Helen McKay-Ivanko, Jenna Demarcke and Jaci Dusome; back 
row from left, Zoey Remo, Samantha Noyce, Julia Heron, Brooklyn Helyar, Katie Hart, Maddie Minkoff, Taylor Catcher, Emma Wicks, Emma Carey and Sarah Porter.

by James McCarthy  
northern news Services
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yK BROOMBaLL aSSOCIatION StaNdINGS  
aS Of NOV. 22

WOMeN'S LeaGue

team W L t Pts.

1. nuna logistics nunatics 2 2 2 6

2. Sub-Arctic Sizzlers 2 2 1 5

3. larga Clubbers 2 2 1 5

MIxed LeaGue

team W L t Pts.

1. Medici9ne Shoppe 7 0 2 16

2. 62 north 6 1 2 14

3. Monkey Tree 2 5 2 6

4. Coyote's 1 2 2 4

5. Swamp Donkeys 0 8 0 0

LeadING SCOReRS

WOMeN'S LeaGue

Player G a Pts.

1. keri-Ann loutit, nuna logistics 4 1 5

2. Tamara Statchook, nuna logistics 2 2 4

3. Haley Doucet, nuna logistics 0 3 3

4. nadine Duret, Sub-Arctic Sizzlers 2 0 2

5. Tina locke-Setter, Sub-Arctic 1 1 2

MIxed LeaGue

Player G a Pts.

1. ryan Connon, 62 north 6 3 9

1. Sean fowler, 62 north 4 4 8

3. Sherry Connors, Monkey Tree 4 2 6

4. Mike reddy, Medicine Shoppe 4 2 6

5. Alexander Debogorski, Med. Shoppe 4 1 5
source: Yk Broomball Association

BROOMBaLL

yK VOLLeyBaLL aSSOCIatION ROuNd ONe StaNdINGS  
- fINaL 

a dIVISION

team W L

1. All Blacks 5 1

2. Avery Cooper Crushers 4 2

3. Acasta Heliflight 2 2

4. Safe Sets 1 4

5. DCl Detonators 0 3

B dIVISION

team W L

1. Setters of Catan 4 2

2. Team To Be named After 3 0

3. 6-Pack 3 3

4. Grizzley Sets 2 0

5. Blue Balls 2 4

6.	Can't	Set	With	Us 0 5

C dIVISION

team W L

1. Smashing Thaigers 5 0

2. Chalkipoo and the 69ers 5 3

3. Jumping wolves 4 0

4. Harley's Ball Busters 2 6

5. Spike it like it's Hot 1 3

6. Cold Six Pack 1 3

7. Cruzers 1 4

d dIVISION

team W L

1. Midnight Suns of Anarchy 6 0

2. Muktuk Snappers 5 1

3. Canadian Tire flyers 3 2

4. emco Plungers 2 3

5. Crowe Mackay number Crunchers 1 2

6. JTfn Defenders 1 5

7. BfTA 1 6
source: Yk Volleyball Association

VOLLeyBaLL

By tHe NuMBeRS
Sports stat packs have returned to Yellowknifer.  
Standings and top scorers will appear fridays.  
if you'd like your league featured, call the sports line  
at 766-8257 or email sports@nnsl.com.

yK ReC HOCKey LeaGue StaNdINGS aS Of NOV. 22

a dIVISION

team W L OtL Pts.

1. fuel flo 7 1 0 14

2. weaver and Devore 6 1 1 13

3. Ace 4 5 0 8

4. GAP 3 5 0 6

5. fatburger 0 7 0 0

B dIVISION

team W L OtL Pts.

1. Slayers 7 2 0 14

2. kasteel Construction 7 2 0 14

3. Carl's 4 1 3 11

4. Diamond Glass 5 5 0 10

5. eagles 4 3 1 9

6. J-Tech 4 4 1 9

7. Aurora ford/Arctic 
response

4 4 0 8

8. ollerhead 2 5 1 5

9. ron's Auto 1 8 0 2

Note: Overtime losses are worth one point

LeadING SCOReRS

a dIVISION

Player G a Pts.

1. Phil Dillon, fuel flo 17 6 23

2. Curtis German, Ace 11 12 23

3. Matt Greyeyes, weaver and Devore 11 3 14

4. kevin Vallillee, fuel flo 6 6 12

5. kyle Hallett, fuel flo 5 7 12

B dIVISION

Player G a Pts.

1. Marcel Amirault, kastee; Const. 21 9 30

2. Aaron king, Slayers 14 13 27

3. Charles wyman, kasteel Const. 15 11 26

4. Cam Mcisaac, ollerhead 9 7 16

5. Stuart Macneil, kasteel Const. 4 10 14

source: Yk Rec Hockey league

HOCKey

yK SOCCeR LeaGue StaNdINGS aS Of NOV. 22

team W L t

1. @ourfriendcraig 10 2 1

2. Midnight Sun Mayhem 9 4 0

3. Pepsi Galaxy 8 2 1

4. Dirty Birds 8 4 1

5. woodyard Growlers 6 2 4

6. ragged 62 Degrees north 5 4 1

7.	Pickaxe	United 5 7 1

8. Team north Defenders 2 8 3

9. Summit Air fC 2 10 1

10. Breakaway fC 0 12 1

source: NWT Soccer

INdOOR SOCCeR
yK daRtS LeaGue StaNdINGS aS Of NOV. 22

team Points

1. eastcoasters 58

2. Pinoy Simply Da Best 57

3. G.o.D.S. 55

4. Harley's Hardtails 31

5. Sweethearts 27

6. newfie Bullets 18

7. Black knight Shooters 18

source: Yellowknife Darts league

daRtS

RaCquet CLuB LeaGue StaNdINGS aS Of NOV. 22

team Points

1. not To Boast 26

2. Squashamaniacs 26

3. Team 3 21

4. Team 5 19

5. Team 6 18

6. Team 2 14

7. Team 7 12

source: Racquet Club

SquaSH
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