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"It just kind of hurts not to be welcomed with arms wide-open."

Jordee Reid, president of Yellowknife Dog Trotters Assn., as the battle over where to put Yellowknife's kennels continues, page 14.
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Gala wraps 
13th YKIFF

Columnist's suggestion to rename main drag picks up steam

Leaders weigh in on 
Franklin Ave name

Eli Purchase plays the lead character in the Northern Arts and Cultural Centre's rendition of 
Scrooge!, the musical re-telling of Charles Dickens' A Christmas Carol, opening Nov. 21. See the 
full story and more photos from one of the troupe's feverish rehearsals on page 13.
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Sounds familiar: In 1848, Sir John Frank-
lin, his ships frozen in the ice, succumbs to 
hunger and cold as his crew withers away 
searching for the Northwest Passage.

Less well-known is his history in Yellow-
knife, which is more tenuous. Roughly 200 
years ago, the explorer passed through the 
area, according to columnist Roy Erasmus.

And for his trouble, Franklin was 
immortalized on the city's main drag and one 
of its schools. His expedition went further, 
naming landmarks like Marten Lake, Point 
Lake, and Fort Enterprise.

For surviving his early expeditions, Frank-
lin was a hero in England. Meanwhile, Akai-
tcho, the Yellowknives Dene chief who saved 
him, was left with little recognition in Yellow-
knife – with the exception of Akaitcho Hall, 
which was later torn down.

Though, that's far from the end of history.
Erasmus suggested it's time for a change 

in a column printed in our sister publication, 
News/North, Nov. 4. The call to rethink local 
naming mirrors broader national conversa-
tions aimed reevaluating local history and 
how it's remembered.

Not as easy as it sounds
According to Mayor Rebecca Alty, re-

naming an existing thoroughfare is a more 
complex process than incorporating sugges-
tions from the public for a brand new street, 
road or alley.

She said street names and Indigenous 
representation have been a common theme as 
the City drafts its reconciliation action plan. 
She added Erasmus' column was specifically 
referenced during a meeting related to the 
city's reconciliation plan in Ndilo last week, 
she said.

"As part of our reconciliation action plan, 
one of the things that may come forward is 
street naming," she said.

Residents can send in suggestions for future 
street names. The City has a database of these 
proposals, which it pulls from while building 
new streets. The suggestions inform city coun-
cillors when they make their decision.

Other leaders in the area think the time has 

come to reevaluate Franklin Avenue.
Chief Edward Sangris of Dettah, for one, 

said it was "about time something was done 
about (the issue).

"Sir. John Franklin just passed through 
here. He didn't have an ... impact on Yellow-
knife. He didn't do anything for it," he said.

Sangris said there were more appropriate 
names: people who made a difference in the 
community, and in the city, "not just someone 
who passed by and documented his trip."

In his column, Erasmus suggested Weledeh 
Avenue, Akaitcho Avenue, or even Yellowknives 
Dene Avenue.

"We need something to show this is the trad-
itional Chief Drygeese Territory and traditional 
territory of Yellowknives Dene," Sangris said, 
adding that flying the First Nation's flag at City 
Hall was a step forward. There is no YKDFN 
flag at the Legislative Assembly. 

He said it was important this history was 
visible as more people visit and move here. 
Otherwise, it may be difficult to know the 
city's full history.

"This is where Yellowknives have always 
been, even before this city existed," he said.

Re-naming names
In the meantime, Alty encourages resi-

dents to suggest new street names that rep-
resent Indigenous community leaders and 
Indigenous residents who've made notable 
contributions in the Yellowknife area. 

Additionally, Alty said the City has also 
sent letters to Yellowknives Dene First Nation, 
Dene Nation, and the North Slave Metis Alli-
ance to collect more names for consideration.

"I think it's very important," she said. "I 
don't think we've done enough of it in the past. 
(We should) make sure going forward that 
we're representing the history of the region 
and the important contributions of Indigenous 
residents today and in the past."

In terms of renaming of Franklin Avenue, 
she said the City would have to consider the 
logistics as well. The mayor referred to the 
fact that residents and businesses would have 
to change things like letterhead and business 
cards, and Canada Post's information would 
have to be updated, too. Street signs would 
have to be swapped out.

"We just want to make sure if we look at 
renaming streets, we take all of that into con-
sideration," she said.

Meanwhile, the City's heritage com-
mittee, in consultation with YKDFN, has 
worked toward intercultural place-making. 
That involves pinpointing five areas including 
spaces like Pilot's Monument, where sculp-
tures or plaques could be placed to explain 
their significance from a YKDFN perspective. 
Those updates are slated for early next year.

It's always been Franklin Avenue
Meanwhile, Coun. Stacie Smith told 

Yellowknifer that the City contacts YKDFN 
when establishing a new street to get its input 
on who they would suggest as a prominent 
family. 

As for renaming the City's main drag, she 
sees the logic.

Standing in her flower shop at Franklin 
and 48 Street, she said "Franklin Avenue has 
always been Franklin Avenue. But at the same 
time, I do understand. He just passed through 
here. There's other people that actually put a 
stamp on Yellowknife. But everyone's always 
known it as Franklin Avenue."

As the City embarks on its reconciliation 
plan, she said it was vital to connect with 
YKDFN, which hasn't received proper rec-
ognition. 

"What's always important is people real-
izing they have a voice. They can —if they 
feel that a family has been very influential in 
the city – write the city, write the councillors. 
We're always open to suggestion," she said. 
"That's what we're here for."

That said, Smith added that recon-
necting with this local history was important. 
Indigenous histories are intertwined with the 
development of the city. Recognizing that is 
vital. 

"We talk about Indigenous culture and the 
heritage, but as soon as,  for lack of a better 
word, white people came, (it) just kind of 
stops on the Indigenous histories. And then it 
proceeds with all the non-Indigenous people 
that are here.

"You don't hear about the Drygeese, the 
Sangris, ... the Rabescas. They just kind of get 
lost in the histories," she said.

Did we get it wrong?
Yellowknifer is committed to getting facts and 

names right. With that goes a commitment to acknow-
ledge mistakes and run corrections. If you spot an 
error in Yellowknifer, call 873-4031 and ask to speak 
to an editor, or email editorial@nnsl.com. We'll get a 
correction or clarification in as soon as we can.

Possible alternatives as city re-accesses explorer's local ties

Exploring a new name 
for Franklin AvenueNews

Briefs

TSB releases report on fatal 
Little Doctor Lake crash

A federal report into a fatal float plane crash 
last August points to pilot error and recom-
mends changes to Cessna aircraft.

The Transportation Safety Board of Can-
ada's report into the crash of a Cessna 206 at 
Little Doctor Lake, released Thursday, said 
the pilot's landing descent was too sharp in the 
last 300 feet and caused the plane to make a 
hard landing, bouncing off the water's surface. 
It also said the pilot failed to use hard landing 
recovery techniques after the bounce, which 
led to the right wing making contact with the 
water, and the aircraft nosing over.

The pilot and one passenger were able to 
exit the partially submerged Cessna but three 
other passengers perished inside.

The TSB issued a safety advisory in Feb-
ruary "highlighting significant safety issues 
involving Cessna 206 aircraft that are fitted 
with rear double cargo doors. Transport Can-
ada asked its American counterpart to issue 
directives related to the safety of rear cargo 
doors on that model of Cessna.

Simpson Air stopped using that model on 
floats after the crash, and started requiring 
new float plan flight crews to have at least 500 
hours behind the yolk of a bush plane, or take a 
50-hour training course, before flying.

Flight crews will also undergo egress train-
ing; the report notes two Simpson Air employ-
ees have taken the training already.

The TSB doesn't assign fault or determine 
criminal or civil liability. The report is online.

– Craig Gilbert

Applications open for United 
Way NWT 

Registered non-profits have until Dec. 6 to 
apply for a United Way NWT grant of  up to 
$7,500 for their community projects, according 
to Thursday news release from the organiza-
tion. 

"We're looking forward to reviewing grants 
from interested groups. It's inspiring to see the 
strength, passion and dedication to making 
northern communities stronger," Paul Gillard, 
the Community Investment Fund committee 
chair said in the organization's news release.

Applications are also open for a multi-year 
grant of up to $15,000 a year over three years.

– Nick Pearce

If you were to rename Franklin Avenue, what would you call it?

Kelcy Nayally
Mildred Hall Street because 
the school is right there.

Kate Stapleton
i'd keep it the same just 
because the name is famil-
iar and most know franklin 
Avenue as a landmark. 

Hashem Abdullah
Aurora Street. 

We asked you!
with Simon whitehouse

editorial@nnsl.com

by Nick Pearce  
Northern News Services

Arnaud Jean
Either Main Street or a 
street named after an 
important Dene figure 
would be good. 

Harry Jacobs
Any community i have lived 
in, people just refer to it 
as Main Street. leave it as 
it is.

Sarah Orchard
Don't rename it. it will con-
fuse people. Just leave it.

emma Rae McBryan 
i think Centre Street 
because the centre is 
where everybody goes 
when they go to yellow-
knife. Plus it's also prob-
ably the busiest.

Simon whitehouse/NNSl photo

'Tis The seAson
Northwestel's Amber MacEachern and 
yousuf Mohammed, marked the launch 
of the 2019 Holiday Toy Drive at the 
Northwestel retail office, Nov. 13. The 
campaign runs from Nov. 13 to Dec. 11. 
After the campaign, all toys are given to 
the Salvation Army of yellowknife as part 
of its Christmas hamper distribution and 
provided to families in need.
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A longtime media professional 
who has mentored the industry and 
provided sound and film production 
for decades received special atten-
tion during the second annual NWT 
Film and Media Awards Gala, on 
Saturday night.

The event was a highlight of 
the Yellowknife International Film 
Festival, recognizing various artists 
throughout the North. This year it 
was held at the Raven's Mess at the 
Joint Task Force North. Awards on 
Saturday night were presented in 
nine categories. including four new 
ones. Each winner received a hand-
made award created by Rosalind 
Mercredi.

Jean-Francois (Jeff) Pitre of 
PIDO Productions was the recipient 
of the Industry and Impact Award, 
the event's premier distinction. The 
award goes to those "who have con-
tributed immensely and continuously 
to the media industry in the NWT," 
said Jen Walden, president of the 
Northwest Territories Professional 
Media Association.

Walden noted Pitre's mentorship 
of media professionals since PIDO 
was founded in 1983, his support of 
businesses, non-government organ-
izations and government agencies, as 
well as his numerous productions of 
audio and films, particularly for the 
Legislative Assembly and for events 
like Folk on the Rocks.

"I came here pretty young and 
never looked back," Pitre said in his 
acceptance speech. "I've been to 62 
communities from Iqaluit to White-
horse."

Pitre said he has done his best 
to help other companies and media 
upstarts over the years and has 
evolved with the technology since 
the beginning.

"The industry hasn't changed that 
much other than the medium that 
you record on it," he said. "I was 
using o reel-to-reel, black and white 
half-inch when I started (then) three-
quarter inch, video cam. But even 
that is getting old now."

Best Published Word, one of the 
new awards, went to Weronika Mur-
ray for her photojournalism piece 
called Beyond What Our Instru-
ments Can Tell us: Merging Indigen-
ous Knowledge and Western Science 
at the Edge of the World in The 
Narwhal website.

Another new category, Best Piece 
- VR/360/Interactive, went to North-
ern Sights VR Reality Project by 
Western Arctic Moving Pictures.

The Best Commercial Non-
Government award went to Jimmy 
Thomson for the Slave River Paddle-
fest.

Paddlefest ad wins award
Rylund Johnson, MLA for 

Yellowknife North accepted the 
award for Thomson, who was not 
present.

"It is like the ad says, Slave River 
Paddlefest is worth the drive," John-
son read from a statement prepared 
by Thomson. "This was my first 
ever promotional video so I'm super 
grateful to be nominated for this. 
Thanks to Slave River Paddlefest for 
taking a chance on a journalist to 

make an ad.
"Seeing this video come on in the 

theatre before The Avengers (End-
game) was my glory."

Thomson also won in the Best 
Short Documentary category for An 
Inuk Comes Home Through Art, 
which appeared in the Narwal earlier 
this year.

In the Best Commercial - Gov-
ernment award, NWT Fire: How We 
Do Business was the winner with the 
GNWT Department of Environment 
Natural Resources, Artless Collect-
ive and Aerials North the shared 
recipients.

Another new category, which 
went to Best Radio/Podcast, was 
won by Janna Graham for a piece 
called The Sled Runners. Graham 
explained in her acceptance speech 
that her story was commissioned 

for a public radio station in Germany.
"It is so good that we are working 

on telling our own stories," she said. 
"There is so much talent here and 
people should reach out to broadcast-
ers if you're in radio and pitch stories. 
Or with film."

Angela Gzowski of Angela 
Gzowski Photography won in the 
Best Published Photo category with 
Northern Perspectives on the Sus-
tainable Development Goals.

Dayah Films won in the Best 
Short Narrative category for the 
film Three Feathers. Director Carla 
Ulrich dedicated the 45-minute film, 
based on a story by Richard Van 
Camp, to the community of Fort 
Smith. The story is about three boys 

in a small community sent to live on 
the land for nine months with elders 
after committing a shocking crime.

"I just want to dedicate this film 
to Fort Smith," she said. "This was 
like Richard's love story/letter to Fort 
Smith."

Ulrich said a big part of the 
movie's success was that many local 
residents took part, as both cast and 
crew.

"The majority of our actors have 
never acted before and the majority 
of our team had never worked on a 
film before," she said.

The festival, now in its 13th year, 
ran from Nov. 5 to 10 and included 
12 films and two short programs. 

13th annual Yellowknife Film Festival closes;  
second annual awards gala with nine new winners

by Simon Whitehouse 
Northern News Services

Simon whitehouse/NNSl photos

Mel Leonard, left, and 'Scuba Guy' Jeremy MacDonald.
Sarah Erasmus, Belinda Beck, Heidi Kane, and Kayla Cooper 
hang out during the gala.

Camilla MacEachern, left, NWT Film Commissioner, addresses the crowd at the JTFN Mess. 

Veteran sound, film producer 
wins legacy award at gala

Continued on page 5
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There were also numerous 
workshops, exhibitions, infor-
mation sessions and discus-
sion panels throughout the 
week.

Walden said the media 
association is glad to support 
the festival by holding the 
awards and gala night as well 
as contributing to the profes-
sional development and Pitch 
This! as part of the five-day 
event.

The latter $10,000 pitch 
competition was won by Jiah 
Dzentu.

"We were thrilled with the 
festival and how the festival 
was put together and I thought 
the films were great this year," 
Walden said, noting that Red 
Snow's debut featured media 
association members and 
local filming was one positive 

aspect. 
That film had sold out on 

its debut night at the Dettah 
Community Hall.

"There were a lot of North-
ern films in the festival this 
year - like Summer of Smoke 
and Salvage," she added. "The 
huge variety of northern prod-
ucts, people, associations and 
industries, were big and shows 
how much growth we are see-
ing in our industry."

Festival attendance up
Festival director Jeremy 

Emerson said he was pleased 
with the increase in participa-
tion from last year.

"I thought the festival went 
really well," said Emerson. "We 
had better attendance from the 
previous year and we had a lot 
of local content for the films.

"I was overall pretty happy 
with the awards went out and 

people being recognize across 
the territory."

Workshops were well 
attended, especially on Sun-
day with Jesse Wente, direc-
tor of the Indigenous Screen 
Office, film officer Amos Scott 
and Marie Clements, director of 
Red Snow.

They took part in a workshop 
called Indigenous On-screen 
Protocols and Pathways Roundt-
able at the Champagne Room on 
Franklin Avenue, Sunday.

Discussion focused on 

the   On screen Protocols and 
Pathways: A Media production 
guide   with Wente, director of 
the Indigenous Screen office. 
The document, created by 
imagineNATIVE earlier this 
year, details suggestions for 
best practices for filmmakers 
in Indigenous communities, 
representation of Indigenous 
people and Indigenous story-
telling in filmmaking.

The discussion also 
touched on potential for 
Indigenous filmmaking 

growth in Canada.
"We were looking at the 

Pathways Protocols document 
and meaning and inspiration 
of how it can function in the 
industry," said Wente. "It is 
really about creating a best 
practices around right rela-
tions between storytellers and 
Indigenous communities and 
Indigenous stories."

Wente said he was 
impressed with the turnout and 
the opportunity to engage with 
local people in the industry.

"The festival seems great 
and it seemed well attended," 
Wente said following the dis-
cussion.

"I worked on a film festi-
val for a few years and this is 
always what you want.

"To be honest we haven't 
done this kind of presenta-
tion at a lot of film festivals. I 
think it is really great Yellow-
knife Film Festival is taking 
an interest in this given where 
they are and where based and 
communities they serve."

news

Katrina Nokleby, minister of Industry, Tourism and Investment, Jean-Fran-
cois Pitre, owner of PIDO Productions, and Scott Clouthier, executive director 
of the NWT Professional Media Association.

Jeremy Emerson, left, and Pablo Saravanja. 

Jennifer Dallman-Sanders and Amber Henry.

Jen Walden, president of the Northwest Territor-
ies Professional Media Association greets guests 
at the second annual film and media awards gala.

Janna Graham, winner of the NWTPMA Film and 
Media Award Best Radio/Podcast for The Sled 
Runners.

Filmmaker and GNWT film officer Amos Scott, dir-
ector Marie Clements and director of the Indigen-
ous Screen Office, Jesse Wente.

Sarah Pruys (communications), left, with Carla Ulrich (director) and Anna 
Lumberjack (screenwriter) pose with their new Best Short Narrative Award 
for Three feathers.

Continued from page 4
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City council is concerned Airbnb 
operations could become de facto 
hotels.

Draft regulations for short-term 
rentals moved ahead Tuesday for 
a council vote next – with some 
caveats. Business operations under 
Airbnb allow residents to rent out 
several rooms, stirring questions 
over effects on tenancy, fairness 
for traditional bed and breakfast 
owners, and the difference between 
a capital-heavy business and a side 
income.

Both are considered short term 
rentals. That includes temporary 
stays in private residences, accord-
ing to the city's definition. How-
ever, Airbnb doesn't actually require 
operators to live in their rental 
spaces. Which could be a sticking 
point – Coun. Niels Konge said that 
may mean a backdoor to opening a 
hotel on the cheap.

Then tenancy issues crop up. 
Other municipalities like Vancouver 
have clamped down on short-term 
rentals, citing a tight market with 
little space. This leads to restricting 
short-term rentals to operators who 
live in the space.

That's to limit taking scant rent-
al spaces off the market. However, 
there's little evidence saying that's 
an issue in Yellowknife, said Coun. 
Julian Morse.

He also drew attention to the 
question of commercial tax rates 
applying to an Airbnb operator who 
may have multiple spaces rented out, 
at which point it may be a "conglom-
erate hotel."

A different rate would be a good 
compromise because renting a room 
out of a residence wouldn't have 
large impact on the market, he said, 
"but when it's not your principal resi-
dence, you have a condo or some-

thing, that's something you really 
could rent out."

Coun. Shauna Morgan recon-
sidered the role the city would be 
best suited to as it ushered in a new 
plan.

"What is the problem we're trying 
to solve here?" she asked, question-
ing how the city could determine 
whether it's a side income or not, 
and whether residents live in the 
space they're renting out. She said 
the proposed level of regulation was 
appropriate, considering the City's 
resources.

Speaking to councillors, Bryan 
Manson, a local landlord, said there 
may not be enough communication 
to owners whose tenants rent out 
their space. Similarly, condo boards 
may not have adequate say over 
short-term rentals in their buildings. 

Be fair, says BnB owner
Bed and breakfast owner Faith 

Embleton is concerned about fair-
ness. When she applied for her 
licence in 1999, it was a rigmarole 
– it required a development permit, 
registration with the federal gov-
ernment, liability and proper house 
insurance, adequate parking, and a 
sprinkler system upon expansion.

"Apparently that's no longer 
required," she said.

Embleton said other operators 
may not meet these standards.

"I resent the fact that I've been 
paying my business licence and get-
ting it invoiced to me and everyone 
else has been doing nothing," she 
said, adding that she disagreed with 
the joint short-term rental definition.

That mainly centred around the 
difference between running a busi-
ness and supplementing an income, 
a point another presenter, Yanik 
D'Aigle, former federal election can-
didate and RBC manager, echoed.

He also asked councillors to con-

sider when Airbnb becomes a com-
mercial venture, where operators 
run multiple rental spaces they don't 
actually live in.

On that, Konge found a particular 
issue: "If I own a house, and I live in 
a house, and I want to do short-term 
rental, I have to go and get a rental 
permit. But if I own a house, and I 
don't live in the house, and I want to 
short term rental it, I don't even need 
to get a development permit."

Hotel levy needed 'sooner'
Mayor Rebecca Alty suggested 

requiring a development permit 
regardless of where the operators live. 
Councillors opted to send the plan 
forward from committee to next 

week's council meeting. Morse 
argued developing the hotel levy 
to promote Yellowknife tourism 
already has City staff occupied. 
"The sooner we get (the levy) in 
place, the better," he said.

Jenny Qu, owner of Aurora 
Jenny's B and B, moved here four 
years ago. She was inspired to open 
her business after visiting Yellow-
knife and noticing all the rooms in 
town were packed. It was too busy.

Qu asked around: "Can any place 
speak Chinese? No, no place can 
speak Chinese," she said.

She saw a business opportunity 
catering to Chinese tourists, and 
encouraging them to stop by her B 
and B to view the Northern lights. 

She moved north, picked a house, 
and started her business.

"Many Chinese know my place, 
because if they're English is not 
good, ... they can connect," she said.

Qu told Yellowknifer it would be 
fairer for all short-term rental oper-
ations to be treated the same. That 
extends to industry standards.

"If you want to run this short-
term (rental) business, you have to 
follow some rules," she said, adding 
this would foster fairer competition.

"We're a small town," she said. 
"If something happened because a 
property's not (up to standards), and 
there's something like that, it's not 
good for Yellowknife in the tourism 
market."

Some say plan could create de facto hotels, hurt traditional bed-and-breakfasts

Council weighs potential pitfalls 
as they debate rules for Airbnb

by Nick Pearce  
Northern News Services

Nick Pearce/NNSl photo

Bryan Manson, a local landlord, told city council Tuesday there could be failures to communi-
cate between tenants renting rooms online and landlords. He said it's also possible condo 
boards don't have enough say over short-term rentals in their buildings.

A new indoor playground 
in Yellowknife could be open-
ing before Christmas.

"I want to provide a special 
place for little kids to play," 
said Fanny Zhong, an educa-
tor and businesswoman who is 
opening My World Children's 
Entertainment Playground.

My World is located next to 
Clark Builders in the Diamond 
Field Plaza on Old Airport 
Road.

Zhong said she's aiming to 
open in late December, pro-
vided construction remains on 
schedule.

At My World, kids will be 
able to climb on a massive 
jungle gym, enjoy drawing 
and painting or play a num-
ber of games with the help of 
wall-mounted projectors, said 
Zhong.

Opening the space will be 
an amazing accomplishment, 
she said.

"I'm so excited," said 
Zhong. "I'm a teacher in China, 
I love kids and also I'm a man-
ager."

Zhong said she owns a 
shipping management com-
pany in China.

The venue will be able to 
host birthday parties, she said.

images courtesy of fanny Zhong

An indoor playground planned for Old Airport Road is under construction and could open in December.

'Indoor playground' My World 
to open on Old Airport Road 

Teacher from China is 'so excited' for Old Airport Road location
by ezra Black  

Northern News Services
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NNSl illustration

Anyone from a person on their couch with a laptop to a sophisticated government institution with hundreds of devices can 
be brought to their digital knees by doing something as simple as opening a malicious attachment in an email.

don't click on that! a recent ran-
somware attack that knocked out the 
Government of Nunavut's computers 
and prompted the GNwt to block all 
emails coming from our neighbour to 
the east has underscored the dangers 
lurking online for all users.

the attack demonstrates how even 
a supposedly sophisticated govern-
ment institution can be brought to its 
digital knees by someone opening 
an email with a malicious attach-
ment. this is causing problems for the 
GNwt, as it normally work closely with 
the GN in areas such as medical ser-
vices and tourism but now they can't 
communicate by email.

this online caution when dealing 
with the Nunavut government should 
extend to all residents receiving GN 
emails.

that's what Gabe Powless, owner of 
Yellowknife's raven web services told 
Yellowknifer this week.

when someone uses a computer or 
other device connected to the affected 
network, it increases the possibility of 
phishing, or other attacks, he said. and 
that just spreads the problem around.

Powless explained the governments 
of both Nunavut and Nwt are vulner-
able to an attack. the use of older 
technology means their web security 
often isn't upgraded at the speed stan-
dards require. 

and those types of preventative 
measures apply to everyone with 
a computer in their homes or busi-
nesses.

Northern News services ltd., was 
itself the victim of a ransomware 
attack several years ago. we had to 
shut down our server and reboot with 
backup files — which were luckily avail-
able.

It was March 2016 and other com-
puters in the city were hit with the 
same ransomware that digitally locked 
files and demanded a payment to 
unlock them. 

Most ransomware attempts come 
through emails, but someone can also 
get in trouble by clicking on social 
media links that ask the user to down-
load and install something to watch a 
video. 

the infection at NNsl happened 
when a staff member opened an 
email with a subject line that referred 
to an electricity invoice. a zipped file 
was attached. when the attached file 
was opened, it installed the ransom-
ware. It began encrypting, or digitally 
locking, files at the rate of hundreds 
per second.

anti-hacking education is key.
a hacker can hijack your usernames 

and passwords. they can also: steal 
your money and open credit card and 
bank accounts in your name; ruin your 

credit; make purchases; obtain cash 
advances; and sell your information to 
other parties who will use it for illicit or 
illegal purposes.

to prevent hacking, it's important 
to update your operating system and 
applications on all your computers 
and portable devices as soon as the 
updates are available. sure, it might 
delay your access to Instagram for a 
few minutes, but it's really a critical 
defence against hacking.

You should also use caution when 
entering chat rooms or posting on 
personal web pages. and limit the 
amount of personal information you 
post online.

also monitor requests by online 
"friends" or acquaintances who ask 
you to take a certain action, or to 
download a file. and avoid question-
able websites — yes, we mean those 
adult sites.

It's also important to use antivirus 
protection. this is now true for both 
Macs and PCs.

and don't just casually click on 
everything that pops into your email 
inbox. don't open messages from 
unknown senders and immediately 
delete messages you suspect to be 
spam.

the GNwt should embark on an 
information campaign to inform North-
erners how to avoid viruses and ran-
somware attacks. 

we're all in it together. If some-
body's computer is hacked in Yellow-
knife that computer can be used to 
hack government computers.

Staying safe in 
the cyber world

with dangers lurking around every turn, the GNwT should  
educate Northerners on preventative measures

Northern News Services
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Last week the documentary Salvage was 
shown.

It deals with our city dump. After the film, 
there was a question and answer period and I 
was one of the people answering questions. One 
of the questions directed my way was "why do 
so many geologists go to and care about the 
dump?"

That is a very good question and it is one 
I am still thinking about. So today I thought 
I would talk a little about the geology of the 
dump, because, believe it or not, our dump and 
in fact all dumps in the last hundred or so years 
are human-made, sedimentary deposits, with 
some characteristic features.

They have a very high organic content. Food 
scraps, food throw outs, paper, 
cardboard, wood, cloth. Lots of 
organics in the dump. 

The dump also contains a lot 
of hydrocarbons and things made 
from them. Things like plastic, 
synthetic clothes, rugs, curtains, 
plastic furniture, appliances and 
even vehicles today, have a lot of 
plastic in them.

Dumps also have a high min-
eral content. Gold, silver, lead, 
iron, copper, zinc, mercury and 
even the occasional diamond. Humans use sev-
eral hundred minerals in their daily lives, even 
if they don't realize it, and they all end up in 
the dump. If you were to test it, you would dis-
cover that dumps could actually be considered 
ore bodies and someday will be mined. As a 
prospector, believe me, there are a lot of mineral 
finds to be made at the dump.

So, we have a human created sedimentary 
geological formation loaded with organics, min-
erals and oil products. That is one big resource, 
but we just don't seem to be tapping into. Now, 
before you get too excited about the potential of 
the dump, there is another side to this geological 
formation.

It is also full of a lot of nasty chemicals that 
slowly pollute the air, the land and, of course, 
the water. It happens over time, but it happens to 
every dump, new and old, in the world. Insecti-
cides, pesticides, poisons, battery acid, pharma-
ceuticals, cleaning products, human and animal 
wastes. A whole lot of nasty, dangerous and 

hazardous stuff ends up in dumps and it slowly 
seeps, vents or blows into the surrounding area.

So, we have some good resources in the 
dump, but we mix the resources up with a lot of 
contaminants which are difficult and costly to 
deal with. However, since the dumps are pollut-
ing the air, land and water, someday we must. 
Yellowknife is the capital of the NWT and has 

the largest population. Close to 
half the population of the NWT 
lives here. So, Yellowknife, every-
day, is creating the largest hazard-
ous waste dump in the territory.

As you can see, when you 
think of the dump or see it in 
geological terms, it becomes a 
whole other beast entirely. It is a 
little presumptuous and ironic that 
it is called a solid waste manage-
ment facility. Parts of it aren't all 

that solid, and is burying garbage 
management?

Talking about irony, consider this: people 
will march and protest pipelines, mines or any 
development that might create jobs and econom-
ic development, but they completely ignore the 
garbage dumps, sewage and litter which they are 
contributing to daily. Also, as a prospector out 
looking for new mines to satisfy the countries 
needs and create an economy for the North, it 
is discouraging to see all those products simply 
thrown away into the country's dumps. 

You would have fewer mines, oil fields and 
clear cuts if we stopped throwing everything 
away.

Personally, I think that is one of the reasons 
I go to the dump. I see it, at least in part, as a 
human made geological formation, that is inter-
esting to explore. Also, as a prospector I am 
trained to see the economic value in geological 
formations and the dump has a lot of value in it.

The city doesn't seem to realize or appreciate 
this, but salvaging captures some of it.

Geologists love the 
dump. Here's why

Northern News Services

commentary

In the 14th century, the bubonic plague 
killed 60 million people in Europe.

The disease surfaced again in the U.S. in 
1978 and killed only two people 
out of eleven cases thanks to the 
power of antibiotics.

Vaping emerges
With the popularity of vaping 

with e-cigarettes among young 
people, lung problems are begin-
ning to be reported not only in 
the users of these products but 
also the people around them 
who do not use. So "second-hand 
vaping" symptoms are being 
noticed in non-users. This is 
a concern because besides the 
addictive chemical, nicotine, 
there are other chemicals that 
may cause lung problems.

Pricey pills
Just when it was thought that the cost of 

drugs couldn't go any higher, a new one was 
released in the U.S. recently to treat a type 

of spinal muscular atrophy which can be 
life-saving for infants afflicted with this gen-
etic disease. It will be used to treat infants 

under 2 years old and will cost 
$425,000 per year. The company 
hopes to recover the $8.7 billion 
it cost to bring this therapy to 
market.

Diet definitions
It's important to include many 

servings of fruits and vegetables 
in our diet but what is the def-
inition of a serving? For fruits, 
it's one apple or orange, a half 
an avocado, one banana, half a 
grapefruit, 16 grapes, one kiwi, 
four large strawberries, half cup 
of juice or 1/4 cup of dried fruit. 
.  For veggies: one whole medium 
carrot (or six baby ones), half 
cup of vegetable juice, 1/2 cup 

of fresh, frozen or canned vegetables or one 
cup of fresh leafy vegetables. Having these 
foods available daily makes reaching your 
daily goal much easier.

CAPSULe 
Comments
Aaron La Borde is  
a pharmacist at  
Sutherland Drugs.

Plague-free world 
thanks antibiotics

Photo courtesy of wellcome library, london

A doctor checks a ship's crew for signs of the Bubonic plague, an infection 
of the lymphatic system that killed 60 million people in europe in the 14th 
century, in this undated illustration.

Walt Humphries is a well-known
Yellowknife artist and prospector.

tales froM
the dump

"Dumps could 
actually be 
considered 
ore bodies." 

 Walt Humphries 

NNSl file photo

yellowknife, everyday, creates the largest hazardous waste dump in the NWT.
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I would like to congratu-
late all of those who partici-
pated in the Remembrance 
Day ceremonies in Yellow-
knife on Monday; both those 
in the parade and the many 
that came to watch or join 
the indoor ceremony that fol-
lowed.

Indeed, it is so important 
that we commemorate all of 
those who gave their lives 
or were seriously wounded 
to protect our freedom and 
democracy. However, I won-
der how many people realize 
we are still at war and now, it 
truly is the war to change all 
wars and will determine our 
continued existence as a spe-
cies and even as a planet.

Some of our new soldiers 
wear traditional garb, though 
they are not fighting with 
guns. Others wear the pro-
tective clothing that shields 

them from the flames they 
battle or the floods they work 
to contain. Still others only 
wear the clothes on their 
backs as they try to rescue 
both people and animals 
from the fires that surround 
them or the floods threaten-
ing to sweep them away.

This war, of course, is 
climate change which many 
countries and smaller juris-
dictions around the world 
have declared as an emer-
gency; yet we still have some 
world leaders who live in 
denial while Australia battles 
the worst bush fires ever and 
last week, California and 
parts of Lebanon did the 
same. All of us are aware 
of the toll the fires took on 
the Amazon rain forest over 
the summer; yet here in the 
Northwest Territories, educa-
tion material has not been 

updated in almost 20 years to 
reflect present day reality.

Much to its credit, the 
City of Yellowknife is tak-
ing the issue seriously and 
following the lead of White-
horse and the Yukon Terri-
tory, considering wording 
that would make the climate 
change crisis an official 
declaration therefore institut-
ing policies and procedures 
to ensure the city is tak-
ing measures to reduce the 
impacts.

And while dealing with 
climate change made the new 
territorial government's list 
of priorities, it was included 
almost at the end, far behind 
environmentally dangerous 
practices such as resource 
extraction, mining and the 
expansion of dams meant to 
feed the mining sector. This 
is discouraging; however and 

to her credit, in her interview 
on CBC's The House last 
weekend, Caroline Cochrane 
did say that the government 
would be establishing a com-
mittee to look into climate 
change matters. Since scien-
tists are giving us 10 years 
before we move into full 
scale climate change catas-
trophe, and since a recent 
study by a PhD student at 
McGill University saying 
the effects of climate change 
could happen much quicker 
and be much more devastat-
ing than originally predicted 
thanks to melting permafrost, 
let's hope the establishment 
of this committee happens 
soon.

Here in the North, the 
land, the animals and the 
people are being hit twice as 
hard as the rest of Canada 
and Canada, because of its 

northern location is being 
hit twice as hard as the rest 
of the world. We may still 
have a reasonable quality of 
air, but let's not forget other 
major changes, such as the 
permafrost melt, that is caus-
ing irrevocable and costly 
damage; both to infrastruc-
ture and food for our wild 
animals. Our caribou are 
almost gone thanks to fires 
that robbed them of their 
food supply and mining that 
interrupted their migration 
routes and safe calving areas.

Rumour has it that some 

at both levels of government 
consider sacrificing caribou 
for mining jobs is an accept-
able trade off. Sacrificial 
lambs. Are we prepared to 
let that happen? Maybe so 
since we still have the same 
minister overseeing mining 
development and the gov-
ernment's climate change 
strategy when it is clear that 
climate change oversight 
needs to be an arm operating 
independently and with the 
clout to act.

To its credit, the govern-
ment is taking a more ser-
ious look at expanding the 
tourism market bringing in 
people to admire the beauty 
rather than destroy it for the 
sake of the almighty dollar. 
We are being called more 
than ever to think outside 
the box keeping one eye on 
green sustainable practices.

  There are only 43,000 
people in this great territory 
which is the keepsake of 
Canadian sovereignty and it 
is our job to encourage the 
rest of Canada to pay atten-
tion to the needs and strug-
gles of the North. Though we 
are a small, we are called to 
act big to protect this land in 
the face of growing threats 
and adversity.

Again, kudos and lifelong 
thanks to those who have 
given their lives to protect 
this precious life of ours and 
to the new warriors all over 
the world who are out there 
fighting and giving their lives 
too every day in this new and 
perhaps most deadly battle 
ever. So much land lost, so 
many people and animals 
die. Mother Earth is asking 
us to do our part – refuse to 
use plastic, refuse to pollute, 
plant trees; be aware. We are 
all warriors now.

Like it or not, we are in a 
fight for existence itself.

Thank you.

Climate crisis is a different kind of war
photo courtesy of Glen Guthrie/SSrB

"rumour has it that some at both levels of government consider sacrificing caribou for mining jobs is an acceptable trade off," Nancy Vail writes.

Nancy Vail is a volunteer with Alternatives 
North.

GUeST
Comment
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Northern communities 
are often depicted in terms 
of the geographical distance 
that separates them and the 
isolation they experience as 
a result.

This weekend, the found-
ers of the inaugural Far North 
Photo Fest are hoping to bring 
diverse Arctic cultures from 
around the globe together 
under one roof in Yellow-
knife, by showcasing the work 
of photographers from across 
the circumpolar region.

The weekend-long festival 
will feature a group exhibition 

of Northern photographers, 
workshops and a round-table 
talk led by two internationally 
acclaimed photographers.

The festival will kick off 
tonight with the opening of 
the "Of The North" exhibition 
at the old Bluenotes store in 
the city's Centre Square Mall.

Pat Kane, a local docu-
mentary photographer and 
one of the festival's founders, 
called the "Of The North" 
exhibition the centrepiece of 
the festival.

"I hope it surprises a lot 
of people," said Kane. "It's 
not something that people in 
Yellowknife see all the time."

"Of The North" is essen-
tially two exhibitions in one 
according to Kane. Part of 
the exhibit is dedicated to the 
stories of 11 documentary 
photographers from circum-
polar countries including Rus-
sia, Sweden, Greenland and 
Finland, in addition to Can-
ada's three territories, all of 
whom were selected to share 
their work by the board.

The Northwest Territories 
will be represented by the late 
Rene Fumoleau who passed 
away early this year. The 
photos were selected by staff 
at the Prince of Wales North-
ern Heritage Centre who are 
familiar with his catalogue. 

"This is work that is very 
personal to him," said Kane. 

The other part of the exhib-
it features single images of 40 
photographers from Canada's 
three territories, all of whom 
submitted their work as part 
of an open call.

"Visual storytelling is 
pretty rare outside of tourism 
and travel photos so seeing 
actual photos from Northern-
ers, from a Northern perspec-
tive will be really unique and 
interesting."

On Saturday night Dene 
Nahjo will be co-hosting a 
round-table talk at the Top 
Knight headlined by the fes-
tival's two keynote speakers: 
Daniella Zalcman and Mauri-
cio Palos.

Zalcman and Palos are 
award-winning photograph-
ers whose work has focused 

on Indigenous issues in Can-
ada and Central and Southern 
America respectively.

Zalcman's Signs Of Your 
Identity in which she docu-
mented the impact of residen-
tial schools in communities 
across Canada has won her 
numerous awards including 
the Arnold Newman Prize 
and the Robert F. Kennedy 
Journalism Award. 

Kane said that while nei-
ther of the photographers is 
based in the North, their work 
touches on issues that are rel-
evant to Northern commun-
ities. 

"We specifically went to 
our keynotes from outside 
the North just to keep that 
dialogue open. They're going 
to presentations on projects 
they have worked on that are 
relevant to Northern issues," 
said Kane.

"I think it's important that 
we create an industry that is 
collaborative with people in 
the south. We don't want to 
just say we're the North and 
we know it all. We need guid-
ance and we need people like 
Mauricio and Daniella to share 
our stories and our work."

Palos, who arrived in 
Yellowknife from Mexico 
earlier this week told Yellow-
knifer he was excited to share 
his work with a Northern 
audience. Much of Palos work 
explores the impact of col-
onialism on Indigenous com-
munities throughout Central 
and Southern America, dat-
ing back to the Cold War.   
"Territories of the south are 
still going through coloniza-
tion today," said Palos. "I'm 

hoping that these stories will 
show how these issues are 
connected."

After the talk is finished 
there will be a dance party 
DJed by Temple Volant and 
Puppy DJ.

Over the course of the 
weekend there will be a series 
of workshops offered catering 
to a wide range of skill levels.

They will run from 10 p.m. 
to 5 p.m. on both Saturday and 
Sunday on the second floor of 
the Centre Square Mall.

"There's something for 
everybody," said Kane.

Of particular interest to 
local photographers will be 
the portfolio one-on-ones, 
where each participant will 
get the chance to show their 
work to established photog-
raphers including the keynote 
speakers Zalcman and Palos.

"We just want to show 
people that it's OK to show 
your work and get feedback."

The "Of The North" exhib-
ition will remain open during 
mall hours until Nov. 20.

Photographers on display in Yk
First-ever Far North Photo Fest focused on circumpolar images 

by Cody Punter 
Northern News Services

A photo by rene Fumoleau is one of dozens from 
photographers from across the North which will 
be featured in Far North Photo Fest's of The North 
exhibition, which opens at 6 p.m. tonight at the 
Centre Square Mall.

Cody Punter/NNSl photos

Pat Kane prepares prints to be hung as part of the of The North exhibition 
at Centre Square Mall on Wednesday. The exhibition is the centrepiece of the 
inaugural Far North Photo Fest, which begins this weekend.
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The final days to showtime 
are quickly approaching for 
the cast of Scrooge as actors 
young and old were spotted 
putting finishing touches on 
dress rehearsals this week.

The musical rendition, 
based on the 1970 musical 
film, which is an interpreta-
tion of Charles Dickens' A 
Christmas Carol, will open 
at the Northern Arts and Cul-
tural Centre on Thursday, Nov. 
21 and run to Nov. 24.

The performance is being 
presented by the commun-
ity theatre troupe Parcel of 
Rogues.

The cast of 32, which is 
made up of 12 children and 20 
adults, have been practising 
for six weeks about four nights 
a week. As opening night 
approaches, practice time has 
intensified to every night, said 
Lynn Elkin, director and stage 
manager.

"It has been a tight, tight 
schedule," said Elkin of the 
rehearsal time the cast has 
had.

"With this big of a cast and 
with this many young people 
who haven't been involved in 
a play before" getting as much 
practice time in over the next 
week will be key.

Phoenix Smith is a chor-
eographer of the Thank You 
Very Much scene and Melanie 
Hepelle is the musical direc-
tor. The tune was an academy 
award nominee for Best Ori-
ginal Score in 1970.

Elkin explained that she 
has long been wanting to 

present the music of Scrooge 
due to its amazing harmon-
ies and multiple-part singing 
sections.

"I hope the audience will 
really enjoy the different 
sounds of Christmas," said 
Elkin.

Eli Purchase, who is play-
ing the part of Ebeneezer 
Scrooge, said this is the first 
time that he has been in a lead 
role. He said getting prepared 
for opening night has been 
a lot of work but a lot of fun 
despite the small window of 
time for preparation.

"In these fall shows we do 
a condensed schedule and we 
are pulling it together in six 
weeks," he said. "It is a lot of 
hard work and everybody has 
so much work to memorize all 
the lines and at all the rehears-
als. But I think it is really 
coming together."

While Purchase has been 
in a number of spring music-
als and stage performances in 
the past, he said playing this 
role is challenging as he only 
leaves the stage twice dur-
ing the whole show. He said 
the support structure from the 
crew and help from enthusi-
astic co-actors have made 
the process much easier and 
enjoyable.

Elkin said one of the big 
challenges for cast members 
is in some cases moving back 
and forth from different types 
of English accents - sometimes 
within the same sentence.

"It is definitely challenging 
when you want to do a piece in 
the period that it was original-
ly set," said Purchase. "Actors 

have to do low-brow cockney 
and then a more posh high-
brow accent within the same 
sentence. It has been a chal-
lenge to find the character and 
to find what that accent is."

Wessam Bou-saleh, who is 
playing Tom Jenkins, a happy-
go-lucky character who gets 
the town riled up after Scrooge 
dies, also serves as one of the 
narrators for the play. He said 
the play seems to finally be 
coming together and "click-
ing" after weeks of rehearsals.

"Getting the accent right 
was my biggest fear and not 
sounding like an idiot on 
stage," he said. "The movie 
was a good reference material. 
A lot of the cast members 
started meeting together on 
the side and correcting each 
other to say 'hey, maybe this 
sentence would sound better 
this way.'"

Scrooge musical hits NACC stage
Community theatre troupe to present 1970 Christmas classic

Wessam Bou-Saleh (Tom Jenkins), left, practices 
with eli Purchase Nov. 11.

Vincent Lumacad (Peter Cratchit), left, and Raven 
Mutford (Martha Cratchit) practice their footwork 
and posture as lynn elkin, director looks on.

Phoenix Smith (Mrs Cratchit/Ghost of Christmas 
Past), left, and Ashley Deveau (Miss Dilber) are 
beaming during practice on Wednesday night.

Simon whitehouse/NNSl photos

From left, Eli Purchase (Scrooge), Paul Donaldson (Bob Cratchit), Phoenix 
Smith (Mrs. Cratchit), Vincent lumacad (Peter Cratchit), Raven Mutford (Mar-
tha Cratchit), Isabella Vilegas (Kathy Cratchit), and William loewen (Timothy 
Cratchit) put the finishing touches on a scene.

Kamey Fenwick, who plays Pringle, left, and Paul 
Donaldson, who plays Bob Cratchit, practice Wed-
nesday night.

by Simon Whitehouse 
Northern News Services

Eli Purchase sings as ebeneezer Scrooge.

Wessam Bou-Saleh, who plays Tom Jenkins, participates in the Scrooge dress rehearsal at Northern Arts 
and Cultural Centre Monday.



14  yEllowkNifEr, friday, November 15, 2019 news

City council knocked down a 
proposed amendment to the city's 
community plan that would keep the 
status quo in Kam Lake.

Proposed by Coun. Niels Konge, 
and supported by Coun. Cynthia 
Mufandaedza, the amendment would 
restrict the new district of Kam Lake 

South to south of the culverts on Kam 
Lake Road. This would effectively 
keep Currie Drive in the old Kam 
Lake district and limit the expansion 
of dog lots there.

The amendment failed during a 
committee meeting Tuesday. Couns. 
Konge, Mufandaedza, Steve Payne, 
and Robin Williams were for the pro-
posal, Couns. Stacie Smith, Julian 

Morse, Shauna Morgan, and Mayor 
Rebecca Alty were against. The tied 
vote means it was defeated.

Coun. Rommel Silverio was absent.
However, future discussion on 

what specific zoning will look like 
within Kam Lake South is still to 
come. Mayor Alty said the current 
stage is best understood as an over-
arching policy discussion on the area, 

preceding more detail-oriented con-
versations to come later. Future public 
consultation could revive the debate.

In her response to the proposal, 
Coun. Morgan refused to support the 
proposal, which she said cuts to the 
heart of "who belongs in the com-
munity."

The proposal would have kept the 
status quo, meaning dog lots are left 
as "legally non-conforming" — tol-
erated but not encouraged. Morgan 
argued that's an unfair restriction on 
dog lot owners, stifling any potential 
expansion.

If passed, she said the proposal 
would tell dog mushers and kennel 
owners that "that they don't really 
belong and that we will do every-
thing we can in the future to stop 
them from evolving."

Jordee Reid, president of Yellow-
knife Dog Trotters Association, told 
reporters Tuesday that she hopes to 
find a resolution to these concerns.

For Reid, it felt like "the fight 
was over" when the association was 
permitted to buy the land earlier this 
year. "Then this all came through 
and it became evident to me the fight 
wasn't over," she said, noting it caught 
her off guard.

"It's our traditional cultural prac-
tice of running dogs. It means a lot to 
us. And we're not going to give that 
up," she said. 

While she recognizes the dogs can 

be noisy, Reid said the group wants 
to make the situation work and wasn't 
asking anyone to move.

Konge's proposal stated mushers 
could stay in their current location but 
expansion would require moving over 
to Kam Lake South. 

Reid said she isn't considering 
expansion, though, it was hard to hear 
that it possibly wouldn't be an option 
later.

"It just kind of hurts not to be wel-
comed with arms wide-open, because 
we're doing that to other people that 
are coming into (the) Kam Lake 
area," she said.

For Reid, the emotional discussion 
of continuing the fight is difficult. 
"Every single time that I have to make 
a speech, it takes a part of me to get 
up there and talk about who I am and 
what I do," she said. "I think I've cried 
every time I have to make a speech to 
city council."

Meanwhile, she approved of Mor-
gan's suggestion of inviting a medi-
ator to broker a conversation between 
the mushers and other concerned par-
ties. She said putting a face and a 
voice to a conversation would help 
residents raising concerns understand 
her perspective.

"It's not just noise or smell, it's real 
people trying to keep their culture 
alive," Reed said, adding that face-
to-face conversation was a "missing 
piece" so far.

‘This all came through and it became evident to me the fight wasn't over'

Council rejects changes proposed 
for zoning of 'Kam Lake South'

by Nick Pearce 
Northern News Services

Craig Gilbert/NNSl photo 

A dogsled team 'pulling' a snowmobile crosses Kam Lake road after a brief run. The road 
runs between Kam lake and Grace lake, near what a draft city planning document calls Kam 
lake South.
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Sports & recreation

The Yk Speed Skating 
Club hit the road for its first 
big event outside the friendly 
confines of Somba K'e over 
the long weekend.

And they went en masse.
A total of 18 skaters made 

the trip to the Alberta capital 
for the Edmonton Speed Skat-
ing Association Fall Classic, 
which wrapped up on Mon-
day. The team was made up 
mostly of skaters in the Learn 
2 Train and Train 2 Train 
divisions along with Special 
Olympian Josh Boudreau and 
Ava Erasmus, who joined the 
team from Fort Simpson.

Shawn MacGillivray was 
one of the coaches who pulled 
the strings for the athletes on 
the ice and he said the biggest 
positive from the meet was the 

number of personal bests each 
skater achieved.

"We went down with the 
anticipation of doing well," 
he said. "The times improved 
substantially and I felt we 
would have a lot of top 10s." 
The skaters actually did a 
lot better than that as sev-
eral managed to finish among 
the top-four in their classes 
with Leif Galasinao coming 
in second overall in the Train 
2 Train division.

MacGillivray said a big 
reason why the times were as 
good as they were came cour-
tesy of the off-season training.

"We made huge improve-
ments in our dryland train-
ing," he said. "The kids did a 
summer of biking, running, 
playing Ultimate (frisbee) – it 
was all to keep them in shape 
so by the time the season 

started, they would be ready 
to go."

Each skater was entered 
into their respective division 
based on a seed time but the 
seed times for Yellowknife 
were a bit different than what 
the times for the Alberta-
based skaters were.

MacGillivray said the 
organizers wanted the Yellow-
knife skaters to enter with an 
Alberta-based time but that 

wouldn't have been an accur-
ate snapshot.

"We could have done that 
and we would have ended up 
blowing everyone away," he 
said. "It wouldn't have been 
fair because all of our skat-
ers would finish first in every 
division by a wide margin 
and that's no fun for anyone." 
Because of that, MacGillivray 
said the Yellowknife contin-
gent was able to use seed 

times they clocked from ear-
lier this season.

"That's closer to what we 
know they can do and that 
gave them a target to improve 
on," he said. "The last times 
we had in Alberta were from 
March and I know our skat-
ers have improved their times 
from six or seven months ago."

This event gave the skaters 
new seed times for the upcom-
ing Arctic Winter Games tri-

als in January and MacGilli-
vray said several of the skaters 
who went to Edmonton will 
be jockeying for position to go 
to Whitehorse.

"There should be about 
12 who will be eligible for 
the juvenile division and two 
for the juniors," he said. "We 
definitely came out better than 
we anticipated we would and 
we're off to a good start this 
season."

Yk Speed Skating Club sends 18 athletes to  
edmonton Speed Skating Association Fall Classic

Speedskaters invade Alberta capital 

photos courtesy of Heather Hannah

Kali Skauge (195) finds herself sandwiched between two competitors during action at the edmonton 
Speed Skating Association Fall Classic on Nov. 10.

Luke Dizon (196) stays comfortable as he skates with the pack during the edmonton trials.

Another volleyball tournament 
For the fourth weekend in a row, there will be a vol-

leyball tournament in Yellowknife. This time, it's being 
run by the Potential Volleyball Club.

The Canadian Tire Open gets underway this even-
ing at Weledeh and St. Pat's Gymnasiums at 6 p.m. 
with round-robin action in both the men's and women's 
divisions. There are a total of six men's teams and 12 
women's teams battling it out with the Yellowknife outfits 
being joined by teams from Whati and Deline.

The round-robin will finish up on Saturday evening 
with the playoffs starting later that night. The finals for 
both divisions will be held on Sunday afternoon begin-
ning at 1 p.m.

Tournament results 
The Yk Volleyball Association's fall tournament 

wrapped up on Sunday at Weledeh and St. Pat's Gymna-
siums and the results are now known.

Here are the champion and runners-up in each of the 
four divisions:
A division 

Champions – DCL Detonators
Runners-up – All Blacks

B division 
Champions – Team To Be Named After
Runners-up – 6-Pack

C division 
Champions – Jumping Wolves
Runners-up – Cruzers 

D division 
Champions – Crowe MacKay Number Crunchers
Runners-up – Emco Plungers

source: Yk Volleyball Association 

Tournament No. 2 on the horizon
The Racquet Club will be back in squash tournament 

mode this coming Tuesday as the NWT Brewing Co. 
Freeze Up gets underway at 5:30 p.m.

There are nine divisions in play for the tournament 
from the open right on down to the juniors with two 
women's divisions planned.

Registration is still open with the deadline to enter 
this Sunday.

SPORTS
Check

with James McCarthy
email: sports@nnsl.com

by James McCarthy  
Northern News Services
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yK ReC HOCKey LeAGUe STANDINGS AS OF NOV. 15

A DIVISION

Team W L T OTL Pts.

1. fuel flo 6 1 0 0 12

2. weaver and Devore 5 1 0 1 11

3. Ace 4 3 0 0 8

4. GAP 1 5 0 0 2

5. fatburger 0 5 0 0 0

B DIVISION

Team W L T OTL Pts.

1. Slayers 5 2 0 0 10

2. kasteel Construction 5 2 0 0 10

3. Carl's 4 1 0 2 10

4. Eagles 4 1 0 1 9

5. J-Tech Automotive 4 3 0 0 8

6. Diamond Glass 3 3 0 0 6

7. Aurora ford/Arctic 
response

3 3 0 0 6

8. ollerhead 0 4 0 1 1

9. ron's Auto 0 7 0 0 0

Note: Overtime losses are worth one point

LeADING SCOReRS

A DIVISION

Player G A Pts.

1. Curtis German, Ace 8 12 20

2. Phil Dillon, fuel flo 14 5 19

3. Matt Greyeyes, weaver and Devore 11 3 14

4. kyle Hallett, fuel flo 5 7 12

5. kevin Vallillee, fuel flo 5 6 11

B DIVISION

Player G A Pts.

1. Charles wyman, kastee; Const. 14 9 23

2. Marcel Amirault, kasteel Const. 16 6 22

3. Aaron king, Slayers 11 9 20

4. Matthew Hayward, Carl's 9 6 15

5. Stuart MacNeil, kasteel Const. 4 10 14

source: Yk Rec Hockey league

HOCKey

yK BROOMBALL ASSOCIATION STANDINGS  
AS OF NOV. 15

WOMeN'S LeAGUe

Team W L T Pts.

1. Nuna logistics Nunatics 2 1 1 5

2. Sub-Arctic Sizzlers 2 2 0 4

3. larga Clubbers 1 2 1 3

MIxeD LeAGUe

Team W L T Pts.

1. Medicine Shoppe 5 0 2 12

2. 62 North 4 1 2 10

3. Monkey Tree 2 3 2 6

4. Coyote's 1 1 2 4

5. Swamp Donkeys 0 7 0 0

LeADING SCOReRS

WOMeN'S LeAGUe

Player G A Pts.

1. keri-Ann loutit, Nuna logistics 4 0 4

2. Tamara Statchook, Nuna logistics 2 2 4

3. Haley Doucet, Nuna logistics 0 3 3

4. Nadine Duret, Sub-Arctic Sizzlers 2 0 2

5. Tina locke-Setter, Sub-Arctic 1 1 2

MIxeD LeAGUe

Player G A Pts.

1. ryan Connon, 62 North 4 2 6

1. Mike reddy, Medicine Shoppe 4 2 6

3. Sherry Connors, Monkey Tree 3 2 5

4. Dylan Cook, Monkey Tree 2 3 5

5. Alexander Debogorski, Med. Shoppe 3 1 4
source: Yk Broomball Association

BROOMBALL

yK VOLLeyBALL ASSOCIATION ROUND ONe STANDINGS  
AS OF NOV. 15

A DIVISION

Team W L

1. All Blacks 5 1

2. Avery Cooper Crushers 4 2

3. Acasta Heliflight 2 2

4. Safe Sets 1 4

5. DCl Detonators 0 3

B DIVISION

Team W L

1. Setters of Catan 4 2

2. Team To Be Named After 3 0

3. 6-Pack 3 3

4. Grizzley Sets 2 0

5. Blue Balls 2 4

6. Can't Set With Us 0 5

C DIVISION

Team W L

1. Smashing Thaigers 5 0

2. Chalkipoo and the 69ers 5 3

3. Jumping wolves 4 0

4. Harley's Ball Busters 2 6

5. Spike it like it's Hot 1 3

6. Cold Six Pack 1 3

7. Cruzers 1 4

D DIVISION

Team W L

1. Midnight Suns of Anarchy 6 0

2. Muktuk Snappers 5 1

3. Canadian Tire flyers 3 2

4. Emco Plungers 2 3

5. Crowe Mackay Number Crunchers 1 2

6. JTfN Defenders 1 5

7. BfTA 1 6
source: Yk Volleyball Association

VOLLeyBALL

yK SOCCeR LeAGUe STANDINGS AS OF NOV. 15

Team W L T

1. @ourfriendcraig 8 2 1

2. Dirty Birds 7 3 1

3. Midnight Sun Mayhem 7 3 0

4. Pepsi Galaxy 6 2 1

5. woodyard Growlers 5 1 4

6. ragged 62 Degrees North 5 4 0

7. Pickaxe United 4 5 1

8. Team North Defenders 2 7 2

9. Summit Air fC 2 8 0

10. Breakaway fC 0 11 0

source: NWT Soccer

INDOOR SOCCeR

yK DARTS LeAGUe STANDINGS AS OF NOV. 15

Team Points

1. Eastcoasters 54

2. Pinoy Simply Da Best 50

3. G.o.D.S. 46

4. Harley's Hardtails 29

5. Sweethearts 27

6. Newfie Bullets 13

7. Black knight Shooters 12

source: Yellowknife Darts league

DARTS

By THe NUMBeRS
Sports stat packs have returned to Yellowknifer. Standings and top scorers 
will appear fridays. if you'd like your league featured, call the sports line at 
766-8257 or email sports@nnsl.com.

Valerie Simard/Curling Canada photo 

GoT The GAme fAce
Jamie koe eyes up the broom as he delivers from the hack during action at the Canadian Mixed Curling 
Championship in Saguenay, Que., on Nov. 4.
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Nick Lawson played his 
final game with the Deh 
Cho Logistics (DCL) Jets on 
Sunday, Nov. 10, 2019 at the 
Shorty Brown Arena.

In his memory, the team 
had four skaters at the open-
ing faceoff, vacating one spot 
for their special 
teammate. We all 
wish him well on 
his final journey 
on the jet that will 
have no maxi-
mum altitude, and 
thank him for his 
past contributions 
to Yellowknife 
hockey at all lev-
els from the Yk 
Oldtimers Hockey 
League to minor 
hockey.

He wore jersey 
No. 2, which will 
be worn by the 
DCL players on 
their helmets in 
his memory.

More news from the old-
timers league monthly meet-
ing: there is a problem with 
the justice system, at least as 
applied to hockey. A game 
isn't really a game unless an 
impartial arbiter is present to 
ensure that the rules of the 
game are followed.  

And these people are in 
short supply.

Science has recently deter-
mined that a zebra's stripes 
are an evolutionary adapta-

tion which confuses annoying 
insects and makes them less 
able to buzz and bother the 
zebra. It hasn't succeeded in 
quite the same manner in the 
evolving world of hockey.

As one who was an on-
ice official at the turn of the 
century, I can tell you that it 

is a worthwhile 
endeavour, but 
comes with its 
unique set of cave-
ats.

More than 17 
years after my last 
game in stripes, 
I still get asked 
once or twice a 
year if I am cur-
rently reffing, and 
when I answer 
that I am not, the 
inevitable follow-
up question is: "Is 
it because of me?"

And my genu-
ine answer to that 
question is "no," 
and I would like 

all of you to stop feeling 
guilty for being emotionally 
involved in at least one hock-
ey game in your life.

That said, I have a bit of a 
fine line to tread in making a 
recommendation.

Officiating is a great gig, 
it keeps your feet and brain 
moving, and can be reward-
ing in ways beyond just the 
money. But it comes with its 
own set of challenges which 
can only truly be experi-

enced and not described.
And, you will learn quick-

ly the following: People. Are. 
Crazy.

So perhaps the intended 
audience for the call to arms 
(raised for penalties, offsides 
and icings) are understand-

ably reluctant to face the 
same kinds of demons that 
haunt them from within as 
soon as the puck drops.

But I do think that every 
player should give it a try at 
least once. The opportunities 
are certainly there.

Stars in Stripes … no, not that one

photo courtesy of kevin o'reilly

Nick Lawson gives the thumbs-up as one of his fish is weighed during a trip to the east Arm in 1986.  
His former team, the Deh Cho logistics Jets, paid one final tribute to lawson on Nov. 10.

PuCk  
droPPINGs
with Jon Howe 
Jon Howe is the 
Wade Hamer Hockey 
league's resident 
typist.

Northern News Services
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