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Corps de ballet

Luring sentence upheld

Yk schools 
see surprise 
enrolment 
'bump'

Look way 
up: air show 
plans 2020 
return

Company official at water board hearing this week: 'stay tuned'

Galusha 
goes oh-fer 
in Alberta

De Beers hints at plan 
to extend Gahcho Kue

The Nutcracker opens tonight at the Northern Arts and 
Cultural Centre, with two additional shows on Saturday. 
The cast this year will feature 112 performers, 24 
adults and the rest aged from four to 18 years. Find 
the full story and more photos on pages 14 and 15.

Simon Whitehouse/NNSL photo
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After 12 years in operation Yellowknife 
restaurant Thornton's will be closing its doors 
for good. The announcement was made in 
a post on social media by owner Graham 
Shishkov on Thursday morning.

"After much thought and consideration, 
this December will be our last month open 
for business. We'd like to take this opportun-
ity to thank our valued guests whom have 
become our friends over the years," reads 
the post.

Shishkov said the decision to close the res-
taurant is not one he made easily. However, 
his lease on the restaurant was up in October. 
With the slow winter season approaching he 
decided it would make sense to close down 
before the expected dip in business.

"If I could keep going I would," he told 
Yellowknifer. "I'd rather leave on a high note 
than find myself in a tricky situation."

The restaurant was first opened by Luke 
Wood in 2007, who named it after his grand-
father.

Its extensive wine list, fine cuisine and its 
famous brunch soon made it a hit in town.

The restaurant closed down in June 2016 
with Wood telling Yellowknifer he had dif-
ficulties retaining staff, particularly after his 
chef left.

Along with his then business partner Sato 
Chankasingh, Shishkov reopened Thornton's 
with a new menu which retained some staples 
– including its famous brunch – in October 
2016.

Shishkov took over sole ownership of the 
business in October 2018.

He told Yellowknifer that Thornton's has 
occupied a unique niche in town ever since 
it opened. On the one hand it was extremely 
popular with regulars, who saw it as a hidden 
gem in a city where pub food has long been 
the standard fare. However, it remained a 
little too hidden for some Yellowknifers.

"There are some people that saw this 
place as their best kept secret," said Shishkov.

"Our best guests were these people from 
the hospital, who came here to get away from 
Yellowknife but that doesn't work for busi-

ness when people are trying to keep it a little 
secret. New people that would come in here 
would be blown away by the food and service 
but they hadn't heard about it."

Shishkov added that current state of 
downtown Yellowknife and the territory's 
anticipated economic downturn also had a 
noticeable impact on business. 

As he gets set to close down for good, 
Shishkov's only regret is that he only had one 
season of operating the patio, which proved 
to be a huge boost to business during the 
summer. 

"That was my addition to this place in an 
attempt to lose the stigma of Thornton's being 
fancy," he said. 

The restaurant will remain open until its 
final brunch service on Dec. 22. Shishkov is 
urging anyone who wants to eat there before 
it closes to book in advance so that he can 
ensure the kitchen is fully stocked without 
wasting food.

"There's a lot of regulars I'm going to miss 
interacting with. It's basically always them 
you're thinking about."

Did we get it wrong?
Yellowknifer is committed to getting facts and 

names right. With that goes a commitment to acknow-
ledge mistakes and run corrections. If you spot an 
error in Yellowknifer, call 873-4031 and ask to speak 
to an editor, or email editorial@nnsl.com. We'll get a 
correction or clarification in as soon as we can.

Popular restaurant was well known for
its extensive wine list and lavish brunch

Thornton's closing 
its doors for good

by Cody Punter 
Northern News Services

Cody Punter/NNSL photo 

Graham Shishkov raises a glass of wine to Thornton's on the day he announced the restaurant will be shutting its 
doors for good. Thornton's last service will be brunch Dec. 22.

News
Briefs

Tourism photos take flight at 
airport

New photography is greeting each tourist 
that steps into Yellowknife Airport.

According to a Tuesday news release, pro-
fessional and amateur photographers all con-
tributed to the selection that aims to capture 
NWT's more scenic elements, including two 
large aurora scenes. The project is the result 
of a collaboration between Spectacular North-
west Territories and the Northwest Territories 
government.

"It is important for the airport to be repre-
sentative of the territory and people it serves, 
which is one reason the GNWT has collabor-
ated with Northwest Territories Tourism on this 
project," Minister of Infrastructure and Indus-
try, Tourism, and Investment Katrina Nokleby 
said in an accompanying news release.

"Our improved sense of place helps to 
ensure all travellers feel welcome while also 
showcasing the many unique things the North 
has to offer."

– Nick Pearce

Workers' Comp. rate bumped
The Workers' Safety and Compensation 

Commission of the Northwest Territories and 
Nunavut (WSCC) have rolled out the 2020 
employer assessment rates.

These assessments are paid into a pool 
called the Workers Protection Fund, which 
"protects individual employers against lawsuits 
related to workplace injuries and is used to pay 
benefits and provide services to injured work-
ers," according to the organization's Thursday 
news release.

That means the target assessment rate per 
$100 of assessable payroll will be $2.40, a 
$0.30 increase from the average rate in 2019, in 
order to support higher claims costs and build 
reserves.

"This provisional target rate is the rate 
employers would pay if there was only one 
rate for all employers," the Commission stated 
in the release. "The amount each individual 
employer pays is based on their annual payroll 
and the group rate for their industry."

All employers in the Northwest Territories 
and Nunavut must pay the fees.

– Nick Pearce

City reviewing lottery rules
The City of Yellowknife will close public 

feedback on lottery fee rules this Friday.
The process kicked off in February when 

Bella Beats Dance Troupe, which raises funds 
with Chase the Ace games, expressed concern 
over current rules requiring an application fee 
and a license based off a total jackpot.

In contrast to one-time events, Chase the 
Ace's steadily increasing jackpot – with a 
license fee charged along with each event – can 
mean burdensome costs for organizers.

Any residents hoping to share their thoughts 
can access the city's feedback survey on its 
website. 

– Nick Pearce

NNSL photo

Canarctic Graphics large format spe-
cialist Calvin Colborne installs a tour-
ism-themed photo at the Yellowknife 
airport earlier this week.
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City schools see steady 
increase in student numbers

The two Yellowknife school  
districts saw increases from the 
past year in enrolment.

The GNWT recently con-
firmed enrolment counts with 
school boards.

The numbers are subject to 
change and fluctuation through 
the year, but there was an 
increase at both English boards. 
Yk 1 Education District, the 
territory's largest school board 
has an estimated 2,142.5 stu-
dents compared to last year 
when it had 2,102.5. Super-
intendent Metro Huculak said 
that the increase took place in 
all schools and retains a pattern 
that has been seen for about 
five years.

But there were notable pat-
terns, he added.

"I think the high school 
was up a bit because we had 
more students registered there 
and especially the Route 51 
learning centre and the night 
school," said Huculak.

"NJ Macpherson School and 
Mildred Hall both went up and 
NJ went up big time."

In fact, NJ is over its 370 
full-time student capacity with 
383.5 and is forced to use its 
staff room as a classroom, said 
Huculak.

At Mildred Hall, the school 
has 286.5 students, compared 
to had 262 last year.

Principal Katey Simmons 
said this is the second year 
that the school has seen sudden 
jumps that were not expected. 
She said it has meant the need 
for last-minute staffing and 
other structural changes and 
said she was not entirely sure 

where the increases were com-
ing from.

"We had a lot of students 
move in from the communities 
especially from Behchoko," 
Simmons said. "I'm not sure 
why and if it is because of the 
college and parents going for 
the school. We had a lot of kids 
come in and quite a few dif-
ferent families. It is great that 
we are growing but we weren't 
expecting these extra numbers."

Simmons said that last year 
had seen a similar jump of 
about 30 to 40 unexpected stu-
dents from the year previous 
and that these are "very large 
numbers" for a school her size.

"We saw it last year too 
and at that time it was sort of 
an anomaly," she said. "Then 
when it happened this year, we 
thought  ‘wow- is this going to 
be the pattern?'"

With the Aurora College 
campus close by, she said her 
school could be an attractive 
site for young parents attending 
that school and using housing, 
while keeping their children in 
close proximity.

Simmons said that the 
school is looking at planning 
for similar future increases and 
is considering trying to intro-
duce a "multi-age classroom" 
with greater Indigenous per-
spectives integrated so to avoid 
having to hire extra staff last 
minute or adjust room usage. 
Because of the latest increase, 
the school has had to use a staff 
room for extra classroom space, 
she said.

Landon Kowalzik, the new 
principal of NJ Macpherson 

Enrolment at Yk1, Catholic 
board continue to rise

NNSL file photo

Students gather at the steps at St. Patrick High School during a climate change rally in September. Enrol-
ment at Yellowknife schools continues to increase, putting pressure on available space and forcing some 
to convert non-teaching rooms into classrooms. 

by Simon Whitehouse  
Northern News Services

Please see Unexpected, page 12 
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When the Yellowknife Air Show failed to 
take wing in 2018, the city took notice.

Nearly two years later, RCAF Maj. Steven 
Thompson, one of the airshow's organizers, 
has heard the call and said he's excited the 
show's slated return next July – all planned 
to include the snowbirds and to spotlight the 
unique role aviation has played shaping access 
to the Arctic.

"We just want everyone in Yellowknife to 
know: the airshow is coming back," he told 
Yellowknifer after presenting airshow plans to 
city councillors on Monday afternoon.

The airshow, to be held July 11 to 13, 2020, 
is hosted on even years – alternating with the 
Float Fly-in, which is held on odd years. To 
avoid engine roar drowning out the guitars, the 
air show will also be held before the Folk on the 
Rocks weekend.

Attendance at the show is usually between 
3,000 and 6,500, the most ever, recorded in 
2004. In 2016 – the last time the show took the 
skies – the roughly 5,000 person attendance drew 
attention from the airshow's potential sponsors.

"Do you realize that's 15 per cent of your 
population?" Gordon Van Tighem, chairperson 
of the Yellowknife Airshow Society, recalls 
sponsors saying about the relatively large 
turnout.

The former mayor noted aviation is the 
city's third largest employer, playing a central 
role in Northern supply lines that the air show 
aims to put a spotlight on. He added that 
importance is demonstrated when flights are 
grounded due to events such as the attacks of 
Sept. 11.

He said the first flight out of Yellowknife 
airport after 9/11 was a Buffalo Airways 
cargo plane headed for a community that had 
already run short of supplies after two days of 
grounded flights.

Van Tighem added there's also special 
significance when the military becomes 
involved.

"When the Snowbirds fly over, your heart 
just swells with national pride. It's an emo-
tional experience," he said.

Thompson, meanwhile, hopes the show 
will illustrate the values and teamwork 
behind the flights, and aviation's contribution 

to the North. While recruiting can be a small 
part of the air show, he said, "the biggest is 
demonstrating the skill, professionalism and 
teamwork that the armed forces have. It can 
be applied in any job around the world."

Operators, he explained, provide vital ser-
vices to Northern communities, in addition to 
connections to the south. The air show helps 
put that on display.

"Most citizens, they understand aviation's 
a big part, but they don't understand how big. 
They see the airport, they get on an Air Can-
ada or a West Jet (aircraft) and head south."

He encouraged residents to watch out for 
Kent Pietsch, whose performance involves the 
fake theft of a yellow Jello Belly stunt plane. 
Over the course of the flight, he tosses odds 
and ends like tires and rolls of toilet paper 
from the plane.

Pete McLeod, who flies a Red Bull air 
racer, is also slated to make an appearance.

Coun. Robin Williams shared his excite-
ment for the upcoming event, saying the show 
would be ideal for youth. He said he has fond 
memories of seeing an A-10 jet as a child.

"What an experience that was," he said.

 About 5,000 people attended last show in 2016

Air show will return to the 
skies over Yellowknife in 2020

by Nick Pearce  
Northern News Services

 NNSL file photo

"Super" Dave Matheison at the 2014 Yellowknife International Air Show.

Nick Pearce /NNSL photo

Maj. Steven Thompson shared plans for 
the 2020 Yellowknife International Air 
Show plans with city councillors Monday.
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A former Yellowknife gymnastics instructor who sent a 
sexually explicit image to an underage girl he once coached 
had his one-year mandatory minimum sentence upheld after 
his appeal on constitutional grounds was shot down in NWT 
Supreme Court.

Ricky Lee Sutherland, 50, was sentenced to a year in prison 
on Sept. 24.

Justice Louise Charbonneau previously dismissed Suth-
erland's appeal on constitutional grounds without offering an 
explanation for her decision.

Her written response was made public on Nov. 21.
"While child luring can capture a broad range of conduct, 

any such offence necessarily carries a significant level of moral 
blameworthiness and constitutes a very serious and morally 
repugnant act that calls for a significant deterrent and denuncia-
tory sentence," wrote Charbonneau.

In July Sutherland's lawyer, Stephanie Whitecloud-Brass, 
argued in court that the mandatory minimum one-year sentence 
required by law violated section 12 of the Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms, which states that everyone has the right not to be 
submitted to cruel and unusual punishment.

Sutherland, who began working at the city gymnastics club 
in July 2016, used the popular social media app Snapchat to 

send several messages to the underage victim between Feb. 11 
and Feb. 12, 2017, while he was in Toronto.

Sutherland's penis was visible in at least one of the messages.
Whitecloud-Brass argued the one-year mandatory minimum 

sentence, which came into effect in 2015, is too severe for Suth-
erland. Before Charbonneau issued her ruling upholding the 
minimum, Whitecloud-Brass said a sentence of three to nine 
months would be more appropriate.

In her statement, Whitecloud-Brass said the underage victim 
went through an "unquestionable traumatic experience." But 
Sutherland never threatened her with violence or physically 
assaulted her and does not pose a threat to the public, she said.

"He's simply a man who made a mistake," Whitecloud-Brass 
said.

The Crown had been seeking an 18-month sentence for 
Sutherland.

Pointing to Sutherland's lack of a criminal record, his good 
work history, support from family and friends and the fact that 
he is sole provider for his family, Charbonneau wrote that "by 
all accounts his conduct was entirely out of character and he is 
remorseful for his actions."

However she did not find sufficient justification to overturn 
his sentence on constitutional grounds. In her decision she 
pointed to similar rulings, which have upheld the mandatory 
minimum. She also emphasized the unique and serious nature 

of child luring as an offence.
"In every child luring case, irrespective of the circumstances 

of its commission or the circumstances or the circumstances of 
the offender, the intent of the offender is to use the internet to 
commit what amounts to (...) a virtual home invasion," wrote 
Charbonneau. "Parents, other caregivers and society in general 
have very few tools to protect children against this."

Sutherland began serving his sentence on Sept. 24. He 
received three months and one week for time served in pre-trial 
custody. He had eight months and three weeks left to serve as of 
the end of September.

Ricky Lee Sutherland, 
a former Yellowknife 
gymnastics instructor 
who sent a sexually 
explicit image to an 
underage girl he once 
coached will serve 
a one-year sentence 
after his appeal on 
constitutional grounds 
was shot down in NWT 
Supreme Court.
NNSL file photo

Judge justifies sentence 
in child luring case

Says mandatory minimum of year appropriate in Ricky Lee Sutherland verdict
by Cody Punter  

Northern News Services
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CommeNts aNd views from YeLLowknifer aNd letters to the editor

editorial & opinions

Indigenous Relations 
Adviser Maggie 
Mercredi's 18-month 
federally funded 
term is ending at city 
hall in March. It's a 
position that needs to 
be made permanent 
so work between the 
city and the traditional 
inhabitants of the area 
doesn't get moved to 
the back burner.
NNSL file photo

Yellowknife is located on Chief 
drygeese territory, traditional home 
of the Yellowknives dene. those are 
the words heard from public officials 
at the start of most public events in 
Yellowknife.

But words without actions are 
empty and a recent development at 
city hall is sending confusing messa-
ges to the Yellowknives dene and the 
North slave metis, who also call this 
area their traditional home.

the city will not extend an 
18-month indigenous relations 
adviser term position, citing a lack of 
funds. when the federally funded pos-
ition was announced in 2018, the city 
stated it would consider "options to 
ensure sustainability" for the position 
beyond march 2020. 

as reported in wednesday's Yellow-
knifer ("Ndilo chief slams cut of 
indigenous relations job"), that hasn't 
worked out and the YKdfN is hoping 
the city will change its mind.

 "as chief, how do i explain to my 
members that the city says it's ser-
ious about this participation in recon-
ciliation and yet they eliminate this 
position?" asked Ndilo Chief ernest 
Betsina of the Yellowknives dene 
first Nation (YKdfN). "what does that 
say? is it a priority or not? i'm really 
baffled about what the city's doing 
right now."

and so is Yellowknifer. indigenous 
relations is a common position in 
many communities across Canada. 
and if any city is a prime candidate 
for having a liaison between the 
colonial political structure and the 
indigenous people whose land it 
inhabits, it is Yellowknife.

the position at city hall was held by 
denesoline member maggie mercredi, 
owner of ravenessence Consulting.

Betsina described mercredi as 
playing "a key role" facilitating work 
between YKdfN and the city. he is 
also concerned city staff is busy with 
other work and may not be able to 
absorb mercredi's responsibilities 
when the term position ends. 

City sao sheila Bassi-Kellett told 
Cabin radio the city is currently grap-
pling with a proposed 8.5-per-cent tax 
increase and will have trouble paying 
for the position on its own.

the city should find the money to 
make the position of indigenous rela-
tions adviser permanent, as it is just 
as important as any other position in 
the administrative ranks.

it's not as if the city has been shy 
about increasing the size of its staff, 
which has ballooned by nearly 40 pos-
itions to nearly 240 jobs over the past 
10 years — a 16 per cent increase. 
this as the city's population has bare-
ly changed during the same period.

Now council is caught between 
a political rock and a hard place. it 
needs to make cuts to the proposed 
budget — since 2015 annual tax 
increases have been zero or 1.4 per 
cent — or damage its relationship 
with the Yellowknives dene.

the city has been working towards 

its claim of supporting reconciliation 
with indigenous people.

Council adopted the Calls to action 
outlined by the truth and reconcilia-
tion Commission motion and adopted 
the UN declaration on the rights of 
indigenous Persons (UNdriP).

the city also flies the YKdfN and 
North slave metis alliance flags at 
city hall, along with the Canadian, 
Nwt and city flags

there is a memorandum of Under-
standing with the YKdfN on relation-
ships and services.

there are regular council to council 
meetings with the YKdfN and the city 
has just collaborated with YKdfN on 
adjusting the geographic boundaries 
between the two communities.

the city also supports the arctic 
indigenous wellness foundation's 
healing camp and all city staff par-
ticipate in training on the history and 
legacy of residential schools and col-
onization.

earlier this year, city council com-
mitted to develop a reconciliation 
action Plan — a key process that will 
guide relations between the city and 
indigenous peoples.

and indigenous relations adviser 
maggie mercredi was a key player in 
that process.

as Betsina told Yellowknifer, if 
the adviser position is eliminated, "it 
almost seems that we're going back-
wards, instead of forwards on recon-
ciliation."

the city needs to find the money in 
the current budget process to make 
the key position of indigenous rela-
tions adviser a permanent position.

the first place to look is at its own 
staffing levels in other departments.

Indigenous relations 
more than one term

City to cut key adviser role while number
of jobs in other departments balloon
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Throw your neck out
Some people wake up with a 

sore neck which might be fixed 
by simply replacing your pillow. 
There are therapeutic pillows 
available that are shaped to 
support the neck area and have 
a hollow area for your head. 
With all the time spent in bed, 
a proper pillow just might lead 
to your waking up with no neck 
pain.

Follow the light
SAD (Seasonal Affective 

Disorder) is common in winter. 
It's triggered by fewer hours 
of sunlight. The symptoms are 

similar to depression including 
a loss of interest in things you 
once found enjoyable, irritabil-
ity, changes in sleep patterns 
and appetite for food as well as 
being less able to concentrate. 
Sometimes, this condition can 
be helped using light therapy. 
Usually, sitting under a SAD 
light for a half hour per day 
may be the answer.

Check it out.

Silk in the winter
Another depressing feature 

of winter is the need to shovel 
snow. It is a good idea to warm 
up to shovelling by taking a 

short walk. Sudden exertion in 
the cold can lower the supply of 
oxygen to the heart. 

Each year there are stor-
ies of people dying of a heart 
attack while shovelling snow.

People who don't exercise 
regularly are at greater risk.

Bring food for thought
During the holiday season, 

the possibility of gaining weight 
increases. One way to avoid this 
is to think European and keep 
portion sizes smaller than usual. 
And only eat if you are hungry. 

Sometime we eat out of bore-
dom. Choose snack foods that 
are nutrition-rich and calorie-
light like veggie plates with 
low-cal dips.

As for drinking, water is 
best and keep alcohol consump-
tion to a minimum.

I think every community in the land needs a book of know-
ledge. One where they can list mistakes, big and small. Then, 
hopefully people will read the book occasionally and not make 
the same mistake over and over again.

I would like to nominate the city hall steps for inclusion 
into the book because the city plans to spend $365,000 dollars 
to replace them. They are crumbling, 
and the rebar supports are rusting and 
this has been going on since they were 
first installed.

The problem is, we live in a winter 
city where you can expect at least six 
months of snow. Every time it snows, 
one or two city workers have to go out 
and shovel them. Add it up and those 
steps cost the city a fair bit in mainten-
ance every year.

Also, when the steps get icy and slippery, they put salt on 
them. That salt melts the ice and creates salty water which 
seeps into the concrete and begins to dissolve or eat it. That 
combined with a bunch of freeze and thaw cycles, creates 
cracks and pieces of the concrete slough off. So, you have 
chemical and mechanical weathering taking place. The steps 
are literal crumbling away.

Also, when that salty water comes into contact with the 
steel reinforcement bars buried in the concrete, they begin to 
rust and corrode. They are oxidizing and slowly burning away, 
and this weakens the entire structure.

I seem to recall several past repairs to the steps because of 
this. It seemed to happen every five or 10 years. Those were 
expensive repairs and you can see those steps have cost the 

city a whole lot of money. Add up the 
cost of shovelling snow off them all 
winter long, the cost of periodically 
repairing them and now the cost of 
completely replacing them and you can 
see those steps have cost taxpayers a 
whole lot of money. 

So why do we even have them?
That is a very good question and 

it has to do with the way the building 
was designed, and it certainly wasn't designed for our Northern 
climate. Just go and stand in front of city hall some day and 
contemplate the building and you will see what I mean.

The places where you go to do business are all on the 
second floor. That's where you pay bills, tickets and fines, get 
permits and attend the occasional council meeting. So, to get 
there they put in the grand stairway. This use to be a fad for 
big public buildings and it was meant to send several signals to 

people. One was "Look at us. We are big, important, powerful 
and you have to climb a whole bunch of steps up, if you want 
to talk to us." I call it the Mount Olympus syndrome. If you 
want to talk to the gods, you must climb the mountain.

Here is another little bit of history to show how poorly the 
building was designed. At some point after the original design 
came in, someone asked "How the heck, are handicapped or 
disabled people, supposed to get in?" This caused panic and 
eventually they stuck in an elevator, very much as a last-minute 
addition. From the second floor it is not that hard to find but 
if you go down to the first floor you are in a maze of narrow 
hallways that twists and turns seemingly at random until you 
find through the labyrinth. Then you exit via the ground level 
door, which many people don't even know exists.

So personally, I think the stairs should make it into the 
book of knowledge and hopefully the new stairs will be built 
to solve some of the problems that destroyed the first set.

Also, I think the whole city hall building, should go into 
the book of how not build things in the North. That building 
has cost taxpayers a lot of money with leaky roofs, renovations 
and repairs often because it has a lousy design. It really is time 
we started putting up buildings designed for our climate and 
to serve the population better. Sooner or later, maybe we will 
learn.

I live in hope.

City steps on a slippery slope

Northern News Services

Walt humphries is a well-known
Yellowknife artist and prospector.

tales from
the dump

commentary

CaPSuLe 
Comments
Aaron La Borde is  
a pharmacist at  
Sutherland Drugs.

Cold weather advice

Wikimedia Commons photo

Sufferers of SAD (Seasonal Affective Disorder), which becomes more 
prevalent in the darker, colder months, can find relief with a SAD light. 

The stairs at City Hall are 
being replaced at a cost of 
$365,000, not including 
the many repairs they've 
received over the years.

NNSL file photo
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40 years ago
City council was readying 

to sell 25 lots in the Kam Lake 
Industrial Park by ballot draw. 
The lots ranged in price from 
$2,620 to $8,300 each. The 
total price of the package was 
$77,200.

Also discussed in council 
meeting was the Scotia Centre 
receiving permission to erect a 
36 square foot sign that listed 
the businesses in the down-
town mall. A motion from 
council was required as the 
sign was 11 square feet larger 
than what was allowed for in 
the zoning bylaw. 

30 years ago
Two stars of Degrassi 

High were in Yellowknife to 

kick off National Addictions 
Awareness Week. 

Angela Deiseach (Erica) 
and Dayo Ade (BLT) were in 
Alberta on a similar campaign 
when GNWT Social Services 
contacted the show's publicist 
and asked them to make the 
trip North.

Deiseach and Ade arrived 
at William McDonald Junior 
high to see hundreds of stu-
dents clustered in the hall-
ways, yelling and jockeying 
for the best view of the young 
actors.

Students were allowed to 
ask the actors questions for 
about 20 minutes. A loud 
cheer from the students did 
rise up when Ade told the 
students that he like to party 
sober.

"I don't drink. I like to go 
to parties that don't have alco-
hol, and I like to dance," the 16 
year old said. 

20 years ago
After 51 years and more 

than seven million ounces, 
miners poured Giant Mine's 
last gold brick on Wednesday 
November 17, 1999. The brick 
weighed about 60 pounds. It 
was the 11,847th brick poured 
at Giant Mine. The first gold 
brick was poured on Aug. 24, 
1948.

10 years ago
The Deh Cho Boulevard 

extension opened to traffic and 
it was hoped that the bypass 
from Kam Lake to Highway 3 
would lower traffic congestion 
and make the roads safer. 

It was a partnership 
between the City of Yellowknife 
and the federal government.

They split the $7.5 million 
undertaking 50/50, while the 

territorial government helped 
facilitate funding approval 
from the federal government.

The road was several years 
in the making.

The reduction of truck 
traffic on Old Airport Road 
meant increased longevity for 
city roads and more safety for 
motorists.

NNSL file photo

Miners poured Giant Mine's last 60-pound gold brick on Wednesday November 17, 1999. 

Degrassi comes to Yellowknife
history

LOOKING
Back
with
Candace A. McQuatt
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De Beers is poised to ask the Mackenzie Valley Land and 
Water Board for a licence amendment that could 
extend the life of Gahcho Kue mine.

"De Beers is not leaving … stay tuned as 
we will soon be back in front of this board for 
a licence amendment for Gahcho Kue mine in 
order to extend the mine life," Erik Madsen, lead 
of corporate affairs with De Beers Canada, told 
attendees at a public hearing into its Snap Lake 
closure plan on Wednesday.

The current life expectancy of the mine is 
approximately 2030. While not a direct promise, 
proceeding with regulatory steps could indicate 
the viability of extending the mine life.

Located roughly 280 kilometres northeast of 
Yellowknife at Kennady Lake, the $1.1 billion 
project went into commercial production in 2017. 
According to the 2018 Gahcho Kue socio-econom-
ic report, the mine employs 267 NWT residents.

At the moment, there are three active pipes at the site: 5034, 
Hearne and Tuzo.

Yellowknifer asked De Beers for more details, but a spokes-
person said it would be improper to comment without touching 
base with Mountain Province Diamonds, which owns 49 per 

cent of Gahcho Kue. The joint venture's minor-
ity partner did not respond before press deadline 
Thursday afternoon.

In June, Mountain Province discovered a north-
south pipe of kimberlite — a rock sometimes con-
taining diamonds — at the site. It was the first such 
discovery on the site in nearly two decades, and 
was potentially substantial enough to extend its life, 
though it was too soon to say exactly. 

"The discovery of Wilson demonstrates the high 
exploration potential of the Gahcho Kue JV area, 
and after a 20-year discovery hiatus, it confirms that 
we are on track for discovering new kimberlites in 
this region," Stuart Brown, president and CEO of 
Mountain Province, said at the time.

That said, when reached for comment, De Beers 
was unable to confirm if the discovery contributed 
to the company's apparent decision to amend Gahcho 

Kue's licence.
In June, Dr. Tom McCandless, Mountain Province's vice presi-

dent of exploration, also emphasized that the results were still 
preliminary.

"While the results are preliminary, both the micro-diamond 
and 3D modeling data suggest that the Wilson kimberlite will 
add positively to the mine at Gahcho Kue," he said at the time.

"With this important discovery, what would have formerly 
been discarded as waste rock has, through methodical explora-
tion, now been converted to rock of value as we move forward 
with development of the Tuzo open pit."

by Nick Pearce  
Northern News Services

photo courtesy of De Beers Canada

An employee monitors displays in a control room at the Gahcho Kue Mine's processing plant. A De Beers Canada official hinted this week the company is working 
on a plan to extend the life of the mine beyond 2030, when it is currently expected to cease production.

"We will soon 
be back in 

front of this 
board for 
a licence 

amendment 
for Gahcho 

Kue." 
Erik Madsen

news

De Beers drops clue 
on life of Gahcho Kue

Mine official hints at longer life for diamond mine during land and water board hearing
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Unexpected 'bump' in enrolment
School said his school is seeing a similar situa-
tion with a sharp increase since last year.

"It is pretty big jump and we are very full," he 
said.   "There was some new families in general 
including some from outside the territories. You 
also often get some who transfer from school to 
school.

"Over the last three years we have been going 
up a little bit, so I expected a little bit of a bump 
this but didn't expect as big as it was."

He said it can make it "tricky to plan" and the 
school is "running out of space" but has made 
some accommodations including combining a 
work room and staff room and hiring a half-time 
teacher to serve a few classes.

aging students 
Huculak said this year's increase can also be 

attributed to a new partnership the district has 
with the Native Women's Association where they 
are welcoming Indigenous female seniors look-
ing to upgrade their education through Sir John 
Franklin School and Route 51 Learning Centre.

Sir John Franklin had 648 this year, but had 
636.75 last year.

Dean MacInnis, principal of the school said 
the student population at the school has steadily 
and predictably been increasing for about the 
last five years. He said one of the factors is the 
latest interest among senior women with kids to 
upgrade their education.

"It is common for kids to come back to 
school who are in the age range of 19 to 22 to 
take courses to upgrade because they want to 
keep certain doors open or they realize after-
ward that they didn't take chemistry and now 
need it," MacInnis said. "That does happen. 
"This year there were a number of mature stu-
dents who couldn't find their place outside of a 
high school. It is challenging if no programs and 
they want to just improve their skills to become 
an administrative assistant or similar types of 

careers. Yellowknife struggles with that a little 
bit."

The remaining schools within the board saw 
decreases from last year. JH Sissons School had 
320.5 this year and had 345 last year. Range Lake 
North School had 259 this year and 260 last year. 
William McDonald School had 245 this year and 
264 last year.

Principal Meagan Wowk of Kalemi Dene 
School in Ndilo stated in an email that her school 
has 121 full-time students this year with some 
students in the school's new alternative high 
school program. This figure is an increase from 
last year which saw about 103 full-time students 
(as of Sept. 30, 2018).

Yellowknifer also reached out to Lea Lamou-
reux, principal of Kaw Tay Whee School in Det-
tah, but did not hear back by press time.

yellowknife Catholic Schools 
The total full-time student population across 

all three Yellowknife Catholic Schools is 1468.50 
with an increase from last year which had 
1,392.50. St. Joseph School had 579 students, 
which was an increase from last year when there 
were 560.5.

There were 536 students at St. Patrick High 
School, which was up from 480.5 last year. 
Weledeh Catholic School had 353.5 students this 
year, an increase from 351.5 last year.

"We are up a total of 76 across the three 
schools and each are up a little bit," said Chris 
Cahoon, assistant superintendent of business. 
"There have been no declines, which is good."

St. Joseph School Principal Don Reid said 
the increase is not "significant" as the school is 
always prepared for fluctuations throughout the 
school year. He estimates that the student popula-
tion is above 90 per cent of capacity.

"We are up a few students this year, that is for 
sure," Reid said. "Mostly I would attribute that to 
people coming from out of town and they are still 
coming. We had some people coming in yester-
day and moving to town and some going as well."

Packed, from page 4

photo courtesy of katey Simmons/Mildred Hall School

Students gather in the foyer at Mildred Hall School, one of a number of Yellow-
knife schools where student enrolment jumped this year. 

2019/20 
 
yk 1 education District No. 1  
Sir John Franklin High School: 648 
JH Sissons School: 320.5 
NJ Macpherson School: 383.50 
Mildred Hall School: 286.5 
range Lake North School: 259 
William McDonald School: 245 
Total student population: 2,142.5 
 
yellowknife Catholic Schools  
St. Joseph School: 579 
St. Patrick High School: 536 
Weledeh Catholic School: 353.5 
Total student population: 1,468.50 
 
Ndilo District education authority 
kalemi Dene School: 121 
 
Dettah District education authority 
kaw Tay Whee School: N/A 

2018/19 
yk 1 education District No. 1  
Sir John Franklin High School: 636.75 
JH Sissons School: 345 
NJ Macpherson School: 328.50 
Mildred Hall School: 268 
range Lake North School:  260 
William McDonald School: 264 
Total student population: 2,102.25 
 
yellowknife Catholic Schools  
St. Joseph School: 560.50 
St. Patrick School: 480.50 
Weledeh Catholic School: 351.50 
Total student population: 1,392.50 
 
Ndilo District education authority 
kalemi Dene School: 103 
 
Dettah District education authority 
kaw Tay Whee School: N/A

fact
FiLe yeLLOWkNiFe SChOOL eNROLMeNT By yeaR

Source: Yk 1 Education District and Yellowknife Catholic School board
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that well," he said, adding that 
Smith had asked him to audi-
tion for the role earlier in the 
year.

"I had never done ballet 
before and I wanted to try 
something new for sure. So far 
it has been a very interesting 
experience to be surrounded 
by actual dancers and being 
the new person who has never 
done it at all."

Amanda Leonardis, an 
18-year-old dancer, has been 
performing the ballet for 10 of 
the 11 years the show has run. 
She is now a teacher with the 
academy and it will be her last 
year with the show. She will be 
marking it by playing her long-
held dream role - the Sugar 
Plum Fairy, who is the queen 
of the Land of the Sweets.

"Ever since I was a little 
kid that was my dream role 
because it was always the 
older kid, they were always on 
point and it was always the big 
role," she said.

She hopes to add to the 
feeling of the beginning of the 
festive season with the annual 
Christmas classic.

"Since Yellowknife is 
so small, we don't have big 
Christmas activities, so I find 
that the Nutcracker is the thing 
that kicks off the Christmas 
season – at least for me," she 
said.

Leonardis said the event 
is often a traditional activity 
that families look forward to 
around Christmas.

"I know quite a few of the 
kids and the parents and it 
always feels like a big family 
coming together."

Over the past decade, Bella 
Dance Academy's production 
of The Nutcracker has become 
a fixture on the Christmas 
musical scene in Yellowknife.

The popular Russian ballet, 
featuring Tchaikovsky's popu-
lar music, will open Friday 
night for its 11th season at the 
Northern Arts and Cultural 
Centre, with two additional 

shows on Saturday.
The cast this 

year will feature 
112 performers, 24 
of those who are 
adults and the rest being youth 
ranging from age four to 18.

Though the number is con-
sistent with past years, there 
were 85 cast members last 
year.

Yellowknifer dropped in 
on Tuesday and Wednesday 
nights as the cast was put-
ting the finishing touches on 
its performance at the NACC 
stage.

Throughout the even-
ing director Phoenix Smith 
was reminding performers to 
smile, pick-up movements, 
shift foot positioning and 
adjust timing on entering and 
exiting the stage.

"It is a lot," she said laugh-
ing, when asked if the crew 
was especially large to man-
age this year. "We've had less 
in the past but it's the most in 
the four years since I've been 
doing the show."

Smith said while The Nut-
cracker does take place every 
year, there are elements that 
change to keep the perform-
ance fresh for viewers and 
parts that remain the same - so 
to give audiences the sense of 
tradition and familiarity.

Of the parts that change, 
she said the biggest one is the 
casting every year and the size 
of the crew. She said she tries 
to make sure performers aren't 
playing the same role each 
year as many performers come 
back year after year.

Kaydn Crossman, a 
12-year-old Weledeh Catholic 
School student plays Clara, the 

central character who receives 
the Nutcracker doll, falls 
asleep and experiences the toy 
coming to life before travel-
ling to the Land of Sweets.

"She has been in the show 
been for a while and has a 
beautiful smile and stage pres-
ence which is why I went for 
her this year," Smith said, not-
ing her age is important as 
so to retain the wonder and 
magic of the child experience 
at Christmas. "She brings so 
much to the stage in terms of 
characterization. She is lovely 
to work with."

Crossman said getting the 
role was very special but also 
nerve-wracking.

"I've been doing the show 
for four years and I was really 
excited (to get the Clara role) 
but I was also really nervous 
because it meant I would be 
on stage the whole time," she 
said. "It meant I would have 
to learn a lot of choreography."

Crossman said she has 
spent about six hours every 
weekend working on her 
dance skills since September 
and feels the overall show is 
"much better than when we 
started."

She plays opposite Ter-
rence Leopold, the Nutcrack-
er Prince, a 22-year-old who 
has done community theatre 
in recent years, but until this 
show had no ballet experience, 
let alone with The Nutcracker.

"To be completely honest 
I don't know the story at all 

Tchaikovsky's 
return

Drosselmeyer (Iona Strachan) works his magic to present Clara (Kadyn 
Crossman), right with a real life Nutcracker (Terrence Leopoldo), left.  

The Nutcracker (Terrence Leopoldo), left, prepares his soldier army for battle with the Rat King. Saman-
tha Zonneveld, right, pictured performing a pirouette.

Kadyn Crossman, as Clara, reads a story while 
waiting on stage. 

Matsu Robson-Hamilton as Fritzy, prepares to 
dance with a present.

The troupe practices one of the more memorable dances from the popular Russian ballet.

Aaden Tait (10), Kadyn Crossman (12), and Matsu Robson-Hamilton (9) get serious with their gifts.

northern news Services

Please see next page

Nutcracker 
opens today
Continued from previous page

nutcracker 
feature

by Simon whitehouse

photo story
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Christmas  
sales aplenty

Robbie Craig hands a customer change at the 
Yellowknife Christmas market hosted at Chateau 
Nova over the weekend.

Shoppers peruse the wares for sale at the annual Polar Blitz craft fair.
Fran Hurcomb sells prints at the Christmas market that was held at Chateau 
Nova on Saturday and Sunday.

Reed Somers buys a gift from Suzanne Hanna who owns K'estuwé Pieces as his mother Gila Somers 
looks on at the Polar Blitz craft fair at Chateau Nova.

Donna Latremouille, of Borealis Baubles, packs 
up her products after taking part in Weledeh Cath-
olic School's Christmas sale on Saturday.

The Christmas shop-
ping season got underway 
in Yellowknife last week-
end with several craft sales 
throughout town on both 
Saturday and Sunday. Wel-
edeh Catholic School had a 
good turnout for its annual 
sale which had tables for 40 

vendors. Meanwhile, Cha-
teau Nova hosted a two-day 
Polar Blitz craft sale at the 
hotel featuring about a dozen 
vendors, from painters and 
doll makers to carvers and 
photographers. This weekend 
should be another busy one 
with several more Christmas 
events scheduled.

Assistant principals Rachel Gauthier, left and 
Seana Stewart reviews the raffle entries for Wel-
edeh Catholic School's Christmas fundraiser on 
Saturday afternoon. 

northern news Services

christmas market 
feature
by Cody Punter

photo story photo story
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And so the road trips down south 
for Team Galusha are over for this 
season and while it was a good one 
overall, it didn't finish as well as 
they would have liked.

Kerry Galusha and her rink of 
Sarah Koltun, Shona Barbour and 
Jo-Ann Rizzo weren't able to make 
the playoff round at the Boundary 
Ford Curling Classic in Lloydmin-
ster, Alta., last weekend as they lost 
out in the semifinal of the C bracket 
to Un-Chi Gim of South Korea, 
7-5. The format of the tournament 
was triple-knockout and because it 
was Galusha's third loss, that meant 
elimination.

"They were the top-ranked team 
at the spiel," said Galusha. "We had 
a good ninth end but a bad 10th end."

The line-up for that game was 
mixed up a bit as Galusha ended up 
skipping but threw second stones. 
Koltun moved up to throw fourth 
stones while Rizzo took over third-
stone responsibility and Barbour 
stayed at the lead position.

The reason? A nagging upper leg 
injury.

"I had a muscle problem in 
Quebec (Canadian Mixed Curling 
Championship) and I ended up re-
aggravating it in our first game in 
Lloydminster," said Galusha. "I just 
didn't feel comfortable throwing 
skip stones and so Sarah stepped up 
and she did really well."

The ladies started with all of 
the other teams in the A bracket 
and things started off well as they 
defeated Nola Zingel of Alberta, 
8-4. Next up was Jennifer Clark-

Rouire of Manitoba and that ended 
in a 6-5 defeat as Clark-Rouire 
scored a single with the hammer in 
the final end.

The first loss meant Galusha and 
company were sent to the B bracket, 
where they would come up against 
Yu Han of China. Han went on to 
win, 8-5, putting Galusha in the C 
bracket but there were more import-
ant things to worry about at that 
stage.

Galusha was unable to finish the 
game, meaning Koltun, Barbour and 
Rizzo had to go it alone.

"I started throwing skip stones 
but I ended up sitting out the rest of 
it," said Galusha. "You can't switch 
positions once a game starts so 
everyone had to move around and 
we went down to three players."

Koltun would skip the rest of the 

contest and throw two stones with 
Barbour and Rizzo each having to 
throw three stones each as per the 
rules.

Galusha would return for the 
rink's first game in the C bracket, 
a 7-2 win over Madison Bear of 
the U.S., before their luck ran out 
against Gim. 

Even though they didn't make 
the final eight to get into the money, 
Galusha said the weekend was good 
for the team because it gave them a 
chance to deal with adversity.

"The best thing is that we'll know 
how to handle it down the road if 
it comes up again," she said. "We 
hadn't been together for four weeks 
so we're just chalking it up to live 
and learn."

Since coming home, Galusha said 
she's been resting as much as pos-

sible and doing some physio exer-
cises to get the leg back to shape.

The games in Lloydminster were 
10 ends, which is what the ladies 
will have to play when the territorial 
playdowns come around in January 
but is a longer format than what's 
typically seen on the World Curling 
Tour.

Almost all of the events on the 
circuit feature eight-end games.

Galusha said it was good because 
it meant five more games to play 
but there was the endurance factor 
as well.

"It's so different than playing just 
eight ends," she said. "You're out on 
the ice for an extra half-hour so it's 
all about endurance. We tried out 
some different things and some new 
strategies and really, things could 
have gone either way."

Yk curling rink bounced from boundary Ford Curling Classic after three losses

Team Galusha comes up short

Kerry Galusha, seen at 
the 2018 Scotties Tour-
nament of Hearts, fell 
at the semifinal hurdle 
in the C bracket at the 
boundary Ford Curling 
Classic in Lloydminster, 
Alta., this past Sunday.
Andrew klaver/Curling Canada photo 

by James McCarthy  
Northern News Services

SportS hotline • JameS mccarthy
phone: (867) 873-4031 • email: sports@nnsl.com • Fax: (867) 873-8507

Sports & recreation

No luck so far
The 2019 Canadian Curling Club Championships in 

Leduc, Alta., are in the playoff phase and the NWT isn't a 
part of it on either side.

The men's team of Chris Kelln, Trevor Moss, Travis Wea-
gant and Nick Rivet from the Yellowknife Curling Centre 
were set to enter the seeding pool after dropping their first 
four games in pool play against Nova Scotia, B.C., Quebec 
and Yukon as of press time. They have two more games to 

play today versus Manitoba and Prince Edward Island before 
starting the seeding round tomorrow.

The women's team out of the Hay River Curling Club were 
also winless going into their final games today.

Kevin Koe starts off well 
There's another big curling event happening in Leduc this 

week and it involves the best rinks in the country dueling it 
out for one of the big titles of the season.

The Canada Cup of Curling got underway on Wednesday 
morning and that means Kevin Koe and his rink are in action 
on the men's side. Koe and company took on John Epping of 
Ontario in their first game and came out on top by a score 
of 8-7. He was in action again on Wednesday evening versus 
Brad Jacobs of Ontario.

Yesterday saw Koe in action again twice as he took on 
Glenn Howard of Ontario and Brendan Bottcher of Alberta 
and he'll wrap up the round-robin today against Matt Dun-

stone of Manitoba and Brad Gushue of Newfoundland and 
Labrador.

See the next edition of Yellowknifer for the final results.

Round and round  
they go

The first big meet in town for the Yk Speed Skating Club 
is on tap for tomorrow at the Multiplex.

It's the annual Ability Meet and it will feature many of the 
club's members duking it out hoping to be near the top of the 
pack when all is said and done.

An ability meet is different from a standard meet in that 
skaters will start in a group based on their seed time. If they 
finish near the top, they will advance to race against other 
skaters who won while those on the low end will race against 
skaters who also fell short. By the end of it all, the final race 
should feature skaters who are all of the same ability.

Everything will get underway at 9 a.m. on race day.

SPORTS
Check

with James McCarthy
e-mail: sports@nnsl.com
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yk ReC hOCkey LeaGue STaNDiNGS aS OF NOV. 29

a DiViSiON

Team W L OTL Pts.

1. Fuel Flo 8 2 0 16

2. Weaver and Devore 7 1 1 15

3. Ace 4 5 0 8

4. GAP 3 6 0 6

5. Fatburger 1 7 1 3

B DiViSiON

Team W L OTL Pts.

1. kastee Construction 8 2 0 16

2. Slayers 7 2 0 14

3. J-Tech 5 4 1 11

4. eagles 5 4 1 11

5. Carl's 4 2 3 11

6. Diamond Glass 5 6 0 10

7. Aurora Ford/Arctic 
response

4 5 0 8

8. ollerhead 3 5 1 7

9. ron's Auto 2 9 0 4

Note: overtime losses are worth one point

LeaDiNG SCOReRS

a DiViSiON

Player G a Pts.

1. Phil Dillon, Fuel Flo 19 7 26

2. Curtis German, Ace 11 12 23

3. Matt Greyeyes, Weaver and Devore 11 3 14

4. kevin Vallillee, Fuel Flo 7 6 13

5. Andy Williams, Weaver and Devore 6 6 12

B DiViSiON

Player G a Pts.

1. Marcel Amirault, kastee; Const. 23 9 32

2. Charles Wyman, kasteel Const. 16 12 28

3. Aaron king, Slayers 14 13 27

4. Cam Mcisaac, ollerhead 12 8 20

5. Liam Wong, J-Tech 9 7 16

source: Yk Rec Hockey League

hOCkey

yk BROOMBaLL aSSOCiaTiON STaNDiNGS  
aS OF NOV. 29

WOMeN'S LeaGue

Team W L T Pts.

1. Nuna Logistics Nunatics 2 2 3 7

2. Sub-Arctic Sizzlers 2 2 3 7

3. Larga Clubbers 2 2 2 6

MixeD LeaGue

Team W L T Pts.

1. Medicine Shoppe 8 0 3 19

2. 62 North 6 2 3 15

3. Coyote's 3 2 2 8

4. Coyote's Monkey Tree 2 6 2 6

5. Swamp Donkeys 0 9 0 0

LeaDiNG SCOReRS

WOMeN'S LeaGue

Player G a Pts.

1. keri-Ann Loutit, Nuna Logistics 4 2 6

2. Tamara Statchook, Nuna Logistics 2 2 4

3. Haley Doucet, Nuna Logistics 0 4 4

4. Nadine Duret, Sub-Arctic Sizzlers 2 0 2

5. Tina Locke-Setter, Sub-Arctic 1 1 2

MixeD LeaGue

Player G a Pts.

1. ryan Connon, 62 North 6 3 9

1. Sean Fowler, 62 North 4 5 9

3. Colton Fillion, Medicine Shoppe 4 4 8

4. Sherry Connors, Monkey Tree 4 2 6

5. Mike reddy, Medicine Shoppe 4 2 6
source: Yk broomball Association

BROOMBaLL

yk VOLLeyBaLL aSSOCiaTiON ROuND ONe STaNDiNGS  
- FiNaL 

a DiViSiON

Team W L

1. All Blacks 5 1

2. Avery Cooper Crushers 4 2

3. Acasta HeliFlight 2 2

4. Safe Sets 1 4

5. DCL Detonators 0 3

B DiViSiON

Team W L

1. Setters of Catan 4 2

2. Team To Be Named After 3 0

3. 6-Pack 3 3

4. Grizzley Sets 2 0

5. Blue Balls 2 4

6. Can't Set With Us 0 5

C DiViSiON

Team W L

1. Smashing Thaigers 5 0

2. Chalkipoo and the 69ers 5 3

3. Jumping Wolves 4 0

4. Harley's Ball Busters 2 6

5. Spike it Like it's Hot 1 3

6. Cold Six Pack 1 3

7. Cruzers 1 4

D DiViSiON

Team W L

1. Midnight Suns of Anarchy 6 0

2. Muktuk Snappers 5 1

3. Canadian Tire Flyers 3 2

4. emco Plungers 2 3

5. Crowe Mackay Number Crunchers 1 2

6. JTFN Defenders 1 5

7. BFTA 1 6
source: Yk volleyball Association

VOLLeyBaLL

By The NuMBeRS
Sports stat packs have returned to Yellowknifer.  
Standings and top scorers will appear Fridays.  
if you'd like your league featured, call the sports line  
at 766-8257 or email sports@nnsl.com.

yk SOCCeR LeaGue STaNDiNGS aS OF NOV. 29

Team W L T

1. @ourfriendcraig 12 2 1

2. Midnight Sun Mayhem 10 5 0

3. Pepsi Galaxy 9 2 1

4. Dirty Birds 9 5 1

5. Woodyard Growlers 7 2 4

6. ragged 62 Degrees North 6 5 1

7. Pickaxe United 5 8 1

8. Team North Defenders 3 8 4

9. Summit Air FC 2 12 1

10. Breakaway FC 0 14 1

source: NWT Soccer

iNDOOR SOCCeR

yk DaRTS LeaGue STaNDiNGS aS OF NOV. 29 

Team Points

1. eastcoasters 58

2. Pinoy Simply Da Best 57

3. G.o.D.S. 55

4. Harley's Hardtails 31

5. Sweethearts 27

6. Newfie Bullets 18

7. Black knight Shooters 18

source: Yellowknife Darts League

DaRTS

RaCqueT CLuB LeaGue STaNDiNGS aS OF NOV. 29

Team Points

1. Not To Boast 34

2. Squashamaniacs 32

3. Team 3 28

4. Team 5 28

5. The racqueteers 23

6. Team 6 18

7. Hall of Framers 17

source: Racquet Club

SquaSh
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December is almost here, and with it we 
bid farewell to the WIMPS time slot on Sat-
urdays.  

It's just a temporary condition, lasting for 
the month. It's not 
exactly an unusual 
situation; as we near 
the Christmas break, 
things are bound to be 
a bit out of sync with 
the usual routine in 
any event.

Still, four weeks 
away from the rink 
will feel like four 
weeks, and Saturday 
regulars can look for-
ward to shaking off an 
extra helping of rust, 
and turkey leftovers, 
on the first Saturday 
in January.

The full schedule 
can be viewed at 
www.wimps.ca. It's 

not like this was a sudden amendment to the 
schedule, so wishing otherwise will neither 
make it so, nor will you receive a sympathetic 
hearing from the WIMPS top brass.

It's not that there is nobody there to hear 
you out but having said that, the number of 
people who actually run things could use a 
boost. If you have any interest in seeing the 
league from an insider's perspective, consider 
making yourself available for some off-ice 
duties.

Your first point of contact on a typical 
night is the person taking names in the hour 
leading up to your ice time. There are also 
people in the background scouring the land 
for goaltenders when a full complement of 
two is not assured. The usual administrative 
functions such as minding the money, insur-
ance, and scheduling matters, keep a core of 

our members constantly on their toes.  
There is always a need in the short term 

for others to step up and take the reins when 
the usual familiar faces need to be elsewhere 
for an evening, and in the long term to main-
tain the continuity of an organization that has 
already spanned more than three decades.

I don't have any specifics to share with you 
at this time, but WIMPS typically has dibs 

on some ice time during the Christmas break. 
Assuming that this year will be no different, 
expect to receive an announcement from your 
governor or the league's automated spam bot. 
This will be separate from the current sched-
ule and there will be a nominal charge to 
cover the costs of the additional ice time.

I can tell you from past experience that it's 
great to be able to dash off to the rink for a 

handful of times during the Christmas break 
and it is a welcome treat if you intend to stick 
around town.

A note to my 45-and-over cohort: you will 
also be affected by December disruptions. It 
will be business as usual on Dec. 4, 11, and 
21.  

But consider yourself a healthy (more or 
less) scratch for the rest of the month.

A descent into December darkness
Northern News Services

photo courtesy of kevin o'reilly

Gerard Landry, left, Wilson Shea and Ross Thomas banter in the locker rook before the start of a game in the balsil-
lie Cup oldtimers tournament's 45-and-over division this past April. Players in that age cohort won't escape the pending 
disruptions to the WIMPS schedule.

PUCK  
droPPiNgs
with Jon Howe 
Jon howe is the 
Wade Hamer Hockey 
League's resident 
typist.
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