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'God knows how 
he was treated'

"Whereas in territorial leadership you just get a budget and you make things happen."
Mackenzie Delta MLA and Speaker Frederick Blake Jr. has a new perspective on progress, page 13.

The best combo 
in the Beaufort

The search for the grave of a loved one shipped south for TB treatment half a century ago
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MLA's housing 
contract not 
properly vetted: 
former manager

Building 
basketball 
players in the 
Far North

Fort Good 
Hope man's 
murder trial 
continues
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Josyl Sindol and Raquel 
Sudsudan of Combo in Town 
poses with Bella Gingras and 
Les Diego, who were helping 
out with the Corner Store's 
kitchen during the annual Small 
Business Week trade show in 
Inuvik Oct. 24.

An open 
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Greta the 
Green
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Marie Speakman was five years old when 
her grandfather hugged and kissed her for the 
last time.

After boarding a plane in Deline, 72-year-
old Augustine Sewi was flown to Edmonton’s 
Charles Camsell Hospital for tuberculosis 
treatment in 1962.

He was one of many Dene and Inuit 
people torn from their families, communities 
and culture during the federal government’s 
forced relocation of TB patients in the 1950s 
and '60s.

Speakman never saw him again.
Sewi died just days after arriving in 

Edmonton.
Speakman and her mother were never 

notified of his death. They spent years con-
sumed by the unknown – painfully pondering 
his fate.

"We’ve always wondered and wondered. 
My mom was left with a missing person – no 
information," said Speakman, who now lives 
in Yellowknife.

Nearly 60 years later, she's still seeking 
answers.

In 2007, after decades of uncertainty, 
Speakman connected with an oblate priest 
who had spent years in the Sahtu region. 
Then retired and living in St. Albert, Alta., 
the priest brought Speakman to where her 
grandfather was buried – the Mount Pleasant 
Cemetery located west of Edmonton.

A monument commemorating those bur-
ied at the site – the Enoch and Indigenous 
people from the Northwest Territories – stood 
at the grounds.

But Sewi’s name was nowhere to be found. 
There was no headstone. No cross.

Now, more than a decade after her first 
visit, Speakman still doesn’t know where her 
grandfather is buried in the vast field.

"It’s like you’re going there feeling numb 
– lots of mixed feelings.You’re standing there 
and your grandpa is buried there. But where? 
Where are you able to place flowers? A 
monument? At least a cross?," said Speak-
man.

Last year, she visited the site with her 
daughters.

"We’re looking to the air. We’re looking to 
the field with no cross, no headstone. We’re 
just looking at the grass – trees and grass and 

a steel fence. That’s all we’re looking at," said 
Speakman, fighting back tears.

After countless phone calls and hours 
searching online, Speakman recently 
obtained her grandfather’s medical records 
from Charles Camsell Hospital, documents 
she shared with her sisters.

But the long-awaited findings left her with 
even more questions.

Speakman learned the results of Sewi’s 
autopsy were left as "pending," and that offi-
cials had noted there was no family to relay 
the news of his death to, despite his many 
relatives anxiously awaiting word in Deline.

Speakman said she often thinks of what 
her grandfather experienced at the Edmonton 
hospital – alone in a strange place, unable to 
understand the English-speak doctors.

"God knows how he was treated," she said.
Speakman wants the government to 

acknowledge its wrongdoing.
"The government has a responsibility," she 

said, adding the federal government, GNWT 
and Government of Alberta all need to take 
accountability for the forced relocation of her 
grandfather and many others.

Charles Camsell Hospital is one of 29 gov-
ernment-operated "Indian Hospitals" named 
in a $1.1 billion class action lawsuit launched 
in January 2018 on behalf of former patients.

The lawsuit alleges patients faced rampant 
mistreatment, including physical and sexual 
abuse, while being isolated in overcrowded 
and dilapidated facilities across Canada.

Speakman, who is not a party to the law-
suit, notes her grandfather isn’t alive to tell 
his story.

Speakman hopes her quest for answers 
will help other families in the North doing 
the same.

She’d like to see a formal apology to the 
Dene people from the Canadian government.

In March, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 
apologized for the "colonial" mistreatment 
of Inuit who were sent to southern hospitals 
for tuberculosis during the 1950s and '60s. 
The long-awaited gesture renewed calls for 
an apology to Dene people who suffered the 
same fate.

Speakman is calling for an apology to the 
Dene, but also some form of compensation.

Her visit to her grandfather’s gravesite 
are expensive, and she’s been bringing along 
relatives from communities that can’t afford 
to make the costly trip on their own.

Dene Nation chief pushing for federal 
apology

Dene National Chief Norman Yakeleya 
says he’s pushing for both an apology and 
compensation from the federal government.

"We’re in a period of national reconcilia-
tion and the apology we are seeking is to cor-
rect the wrongs of the past," Yakeleya told 
News/North. "The injustice at the time, the 
way Native people were treated, it’s almost 
criminal."

Yakeleya said the federal government 
needs to look at an overall compensation 
package for relatives impacted by the forced 
relocation of Dene people to southern hos-
pitals, so that family members can have the 
resources and support to not only find their 
loved ones, but to honour them with a proper 
ceremony.

"That’s why we’re asking the prime min-
ister and the new ministers not to forget the 
patients at Charles Camsell Hospital," said 
Yakeleya.

Ultimately, Yakeleya wants the govern-
ment’s past wrongdoings to be confronted 
and explored in a national inquiry to bring 
peace to families and turn the page on a dark 
chapter in Canadian history.

Did we get it wrong?
News/North is committed to getting facts and 

names right. With that goes a commitment to 
acknowledge mistakes and run corrections. If you 
spot an error in News/North, call (867) 873-4031 
and ask to speak to an editor, or email editorial@
nnsl.com. We'll get a correction or clarification in as 
soon as we can.

Marie Speakman was five when her grandfather was shipped 
to an Edmonton hospital, never to be seen again

Woman seeks closure 
in hunt for gravesite

photo courtesy of Marie Speakman 

Marie Speakman 
stands at her grand-
father's burial site 
in Edmonton during 
a recent visit. She 
wants the federal 
government to take 
responsibility for the 
mistreatment of Dene 
TB patients so she 
can properly honour 
her grandfather's life 
and find closure.

Brendan Burke/NNSL photo

Marie Speakman clutches a photo 
of her grandfather Augustine Sewi.

NeWs
Briefs

First Air merger
 NWT/Nunavut

Nov. 1 marked the launch of a new combined 
flight schedule for Northern aviators Canadian 
North and First Air.

But the specific impact on the future price of 
tickets is still unknown as the airline's unified 
price structure won't be introduced until 2020.

In the legislative assembly last week, Trans-
portation Minister David Akeeagok said the GN 
has negotiated under its medical and duty travel 
contract that a minimum of 50 per cent of the 
seats, on average per week, must be available as 
economy fares. However, those tickets must be 
purchased at least two weeks in advance; have 
fees attached for booking changes or cancella-
tion; and offer fewer baggage privileges.

– Rajnesh Sharma

Child porn charges in 
Good Hope

 Radilih Koe/Fort Good Hope
A Fort Good Hope man is scheduled to 

appear in court Dec. 11 to answer to child por-
nography charges.

According to the RCMP, Kenny Shae Jr., 
21, was charged with one count each of making 
available and transmitting child pornography.

Members of the Internet Child Exploitation 
Unit (ICE), G Division major crime officers 
and local members raided a residence in Fort 
Good Hope Oct. 23 with a search warrant for 
electronic devices.

Shae Jr. was arrested and released on strict 
conditions. The charges against him have not 
been proven in court.

– Craig Gilbert

New ageism pamphlet
 NWT

The Northwest Territories Human Rights 
Commission is focused on ageism. It hopes 
a new pamphlet will help "individuals, busi-
ness owners, landlords, and service providers 
better understand how to prevent age-based 
discrimination."

 "Understanding Ageism" can help people 
recognize age stereotypes and avoid acting 
in a discriminatory manner, and is available 
at www.nwthumanrights.ca. Paper copies are 
available by contacting the Commission at 867-
669-5575.

"Individuals are welcome to contact the 
Commission with questions about their particu-
lar situation," according to a press release. "All 
inquiries are confidential. Our staff will work 
with individuals who believe they have experi-
enced discrimination."

– Craig Gilbert

Still no cabinet
 NWT

A spokesperson for the NWT Legislative 
Assembly said Premier Caroline Cochrane 
would turn her attention to assigning cabinet 
portfolios "in the coming days.

"These are early days for this government 
and the premier and cabinet will have a lot of 
work to do," she wrote in an email Friday. "One 
of their first tasks will be meeting to discuss 
developing a mandate to help advance the pri-
orities of the 19th Legislative Assembly. The 
premier will also be talking to ministers about 
potential cabinet assignments and will be mak-
ing her decision in coming days."

Cochrane's cabinet was sworn in Oct. 25 
and includes Hay River R. J. Simpson, Sahtu 
MLA Paulie Chinna, Inuvik-Boot Lake MLA 
Diane Thom, Nahendeh MLA Shane Thomp-
son, Great Slave MLA Katrina Nokleby and 
Yellowknife South MLA Caroline Wawzonek.

– Craig Gilbert

by Brendan Burke
Northern News Services

Somba K'e/Yellowknife
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A former NWT Housing Corporation con-
struction manager says the government agency 
bowed to political pressure and ignored num-
erous red flags when it awarded more than 
a dozen modular home contracts to an ill-
equipped and inexperienced company run by 
newly-elected MLA Rocky Simpson, a deci-
sion that ultimately resulted in the project’s 
failure. 

Allan Cleary, a third-generation contractor 
with decades of experience in the construction 
industry, began working for the NWT Housing 
Corporation (NWTHC) in 2014.

As construction manager, Cleary says he 
was privy to how the corporation evaluated 
construction bids from contractors. The stan-
dard internal procedure involved three to five 
NWTHC managers sitting down to assess each 
bid before a recommendation was made to 
senior management, according to Cleary. 

Managers would carefully look at the com-
petency and capability of a company during 
the evaluation process, he said.

But in June 2016, when NWTHC awarded 
Hay River-based Concept Energy Services 
Ltd. – owned by Simpson, MLA for Hay River 
South – contracts to construct 19 two-bedroom 
duplexes, Cleary says that process was "com-
pletely bypassed."

"It never happened," Cleary told News/
North. "I talked to other managers in the 
office and we all felt kind of jilted that we 
weren’t party to the decision making, that it 
went over our heads."

Concept Energy was given the green light 
to build the much-needed homes, which were 
to be delivered to several communities, includ-
ing Ulukhaktok, between March and June 
2017.

By October of that year, only eight of the 19 
units had been partially constructed.

The setbacks continued. NWTHC pulled 
the plug on the project in November 2017, 
cancelling Concept Energy’s contracts when 
it became apparent the outfit couldn’t follow 
through on all of the promised units.

News/North reported last month that when 
the contracts were awarded to Concept Energy, 
Simpson owed the NWT Business Develop-
ment and Investment Corporation (BDIC) 
almost $2 million in loans.

The NWTHC’s costly quagmire with Con-
cept Energy could have been could have been 
avoided but politics got in the way, alleges 
Cleary.

"There was a big push then to support 
northern manufacturing," he said.

"It wasn’t logical. It was political."
He believes senior management with the 

territory’s housing corporation chose to award 
the contracts to Concept Energy over estab-
lished and experienced southern-based bidders 
because going local stood to spur economic 
growth while saving the GNWT money.

When Concept Energy secured the con-
tracts, the territory’s new premier, Caroline 
Cochrane, then the minister responsible for 
the NWTHC, touted the project as a game-
changing, job-creating leap forward for north-
ern manufacturing.

"Where the political pressure exactly came 

from I’m not sure. It could have come from a 
dozen directions," said Cleary.

Cleary added housing corp brass likely 
"fell in love" with the $9.3 million project cost 
proposed by Concept Energy, which he says 
was far lower than what was being offered by 
competing bidders.

Concept’s low bid was a red flag for Cleary, 

one of many in the company’s proposal he says 
should have been caught before the project 
went ahead.

He says there were simply too many glar-
ing logistical and design shortcomings in 
Concept Energy’s proposal: Simpson didn’t 

by Brendan Burke 
Northern News Services

Somba K'e/Yellowknife

Agency insists protocol followed in awarding public housing work to Rocky Simpson's company 

Former manager says Housing Corp 
ignored rules with Concept contract

NNSL file photo

R.J. Simpson, now a cabinet minister, congratulates his father, Rocky 
Simpson, for winning Hay River South in the territorial election Oct. 1. A former 
construction manager with NWT Housing Corporation says the elder Simpson, 
the owner of Concept Energy Services Ltd., should never have been given a 
contract to build 19 modular homes in 2016.

news

Please see Glaring, page 5
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Our beautiful North
Submit entries via Facebook messenger to our NNSL.com page each week by 4 p.m. 
Thursday and we'll post the contestants each Friday on our Facebook page. They 
may also appear in this newspaper and other Northern News Services publications. 
The photo with the most votes at the end of the week's voting will receive $100. 

Glaring shortcomings in application
have a practical plan to transport the modular 
homes, especially when it came to getting the 
structures to more remote areas in the Beau-
fort Delta.

Cleary says Simpson’s company also lacked 
the experience to properly design and construct 
the modular units to meet industry standards. 
While the company was proficient in making 
modular oil field camp shacks, Cleary says it 
lacked the knowledge and expertise to build 
the duplexes, which differ structurally.

On top of that, Concept Energy provided 
designs that were at odds with plans pro-
posed by the housing corporation, according 
to Cleary. Normally, if a bidder came back to 

the government with incongruent designs that 
were that far different from what the corpora-
tion was looking for, they would be dropped 
from consideration.

With Concept Energy, Cleary says that 
didn’t happen. Instead, he alleges NWTHC 
began making "concessions" to Simpson’s 
company, giving the manufacturer a break 
when it failed to file a bond by deadline.

Simpson declined to comment on the alleg-
ations, citing the need to go through the legis-
lation’s integrity commissioner.

Protocol was followed, says Housing corp. 
Responding to the allegations levelled by 

Cleary, NWTHC told News/North the cor-
poration followed the GNWT’s procurement 

protocol before awarding Concept Energy the 
contracts in 2016.

"At the time of award, the NWTHC was 
satisfied as per GNWT procurement guide-
lines that contractor had the capability in 
all respects to fully perform the contract 
requirements, and the integrity and reliability 
to assure performance of the contract obliga-
tions," corporation spokesperson Cara Bryant 
stated in an email on Oct. 30.

"No other concerns were brought forward 
to NWTHC senior management regarding 
Concept Energy’s ability to fulfill the con-
tract," stated the email.

There was no indication Concept Energy 
had debt issues, and the company met the 
corporation’s security and liability insurance 

requirements, says the NWTHC.
Bryant added NWTHC used an "enhanced 

process to evaluate the proposals to ensure 
strict oversight of the project," given its size 
and scope.

NWTHC says it recouped in full the $1.38 
million it advanced to Concept Energy for the 
project. 

The corporation recovered its initial invest-
ment for the project and the rest of the project 
funding was invested in the construction of 28 
units under the original plan – 18 have been 
constructed and 10 are set to be completed this 
year – the NWTHC said.

Data released in April shows around 900 
people have been wait-listed for public housing 
across the NWT.

Former, from page 4

WINNER: SyLvIE ToRDIFF
Somba K’e/Yellowknife

Another cheeky Yellowknife raven, I 
laughed so hard at this one. 

ZhABRINA ESTABILLo
NWT

My family loves to Visit Cameron Falls for a hike.

MIkEy WEDZIN
Somba K’e/Yellowknife

Photo taken in Yellowknife.
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Six NWT women were celebrated 
as community leaders and for improv-
ing the lives of those around them at 
the Wise Women awards Oct. 25.

All from different regions of the 
territory, these women received their 
accolades in the same week that saw 
a record number of women MLAs, 
executive council and premier get-
ting sworn in, all in women's history 
month.

The winners are Eunice Nasoga-
luak from the Beaufort Delta, Vicky 
Orlias from the Sahtu,   Bertha 
Rabesca Zoe from the Tlicho region, 
Betty Harnum from the North Slave, 
Tina McNeill from South Slave and 
Lois Philipp from the Dehcho.

The awards first began in 1992 and 
have since honoured 119 women.

Eunice Nasogaluak
Nasogaluak is a community elder 

in Tuktoyaktuk volunteering her time 
teaching he language in schools along 
with traditional culture. She teaches 
sewing, drum dancing and the prep-
aration of traditional foods.

She is also an active singer and 
dancer, often performing at commun-
ity events and helping out with the 
summer music festival. She also plays 
bass guitar.

"I think of this as a very presti-

gious award," said Nasogaluak. "I was 
thinking, maybe I'm not such a wise 
woman but I do a lot of volunteering 
so I thought I better come down to 
Yellowknife and honour their nomina-
tion."

Vicky Orlias
Orlias is an active elder in Fort 

Good Hope, tirelessly advocating for 
women, youth and the homeless popu-
lation. She bakes bread for the elderly 
and regularly cooks meals for those 
without family support.

She often provides her support to 

young mothers or anyone comes her 
way seeking advice. Orlias sits on the 
elder's council and teaches youth about 
traditional crafts and medicines on the 
land. She is also a two-time cancer 
survivor.

Bertha Rabesca Zoe
Zoe is a fluent Tlicho speaker, a 

lawyer and an advocate in her com-
munity. Prior to becoming a lawyer she 
was involved in community develop-
ment work.

She sat on the Mackenzie Delta 
Environmental Impact review Board 
from 1997 to 2003.

She currently provides legal counsel 
to the Tlicho government, having pro-
vided assistance to the negotiations to 
the Tlicho agreement/implementation 
plan and served as lead counsel on the 
land and resources devolution agree-
ment on behalf of the Tlicho.

"I feel very humbled and honoured 
today," said Zoe. "We do what we 
need to do as women. We multi-task. 
We still need to get laundry done and 
dishes clean and make sure we have 
food in the fridge no matter what we do 
professionally or what volunteer work 
that gets done."

Betty Harnum
Lesa Semmler, Inuvik-Twin Lakes 

MLA who was in attendance with sever-
al other newly elected MLAs, presented 
the award to Harnum, a linguist and the 

NWT's first language commissioner in 
the '90s.

Since Harnum moved to the North, 
she has advocated for and supported 
women in maintaining their culture and 
traditional knowledge through language. 

She has spent her time learn-
ing many Indigenous languages and 
taught them across the North.

She is currently the CBC's 
Indigenous languages archive project 
leader with a team of 17 people across 
the country working to archive more 
than 75,000 hours worth of recorded 
Indigenous stories in eight languages.

Harnum dedicated her award the 

mother of a friend of hers, Lucy Squir-
rel, an artisan who recently passed 
away who Harnum says "should be 
getting this award."

Tina McNeill
McNeill is an active member of 

the Fort Smith community who dedi-
cates her time to children, youth and 
women.

She has been involved in on the 
land programs, youth drum circles 
and matriarchal healing gatherings 
while being involved with the friend-
ship centre movement, which has 
taken root over the last 40 years.

"McNeill is also a champion for 
inclusion and accessibility," said an 
announcer.

Lois Philipp
Philipp is Dene and from Fort 

Providence, an educator and an entre-
preneur. 

Active in participating in trad-
itional culture and knowledge, she 
works to ensure the preservation of 
local culture and way of life in her 
community.

She works with youth in on-the-
land programs and encouraged the 
positive development of youth, includ-
ing mentoring them to complete post-
secondary school.

Philipp also has run her own con-
sulting business while working at the 
Deh Gah School in Fort Providence.

by Brett McGarry
Northern News Services

Somba K'e/Yellowknife

Winner praises new female MLAs for 'shattering the glass ceiling again'

Six NWT community leaders take 
home 2019 Wise Women awards

Eunice Nasogaluak came 
from Tuktoyaktuk with her 
family to Yellowknife to 
accept her Wise Women 
award on Oct. 25.

Brett McGarry/NNSL photos 

Vicky Orlias was all smiles 
after receiving her Wise 
Woman award for being an 
community leader and activ-
ist in her community of Fort 
Good Hope. 
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Hours before Lloyd Edgi’s lifeless body 
was found in the side yard of a Fort Good 
Hope residence on a cold fall morning two 
years ago, simmering tensions and accusations 
of infidelity boiled over at a party hosted by 
Colten McNeely, the man at the centre of a 
second-degree murder trial, a Yellowknife 
court heard Tuesday.

Fighting back tears, Jeanette Kakfwi, 
Edgi’s common-law partner of eight years, 
testified she was in the midst of a fight with 
the father of her two young children when 
she attended a party thrown by McNeely, who 
she’s known for two decades, in the early mor-
ning hours of Sept. 3, 2017.

The court heard Kakfwi was involved in an 
extramarital relationship with McNeely in the 
summer of 2016.

Edgi, 28, knew about the affair.
Kakfwi and Edgi exchanged heated text 

messages – read aloud in court – leading up 
to the party. The back-and-forth began on the 
morning of Sept. 2, 2017, when Edgi, at home 
with their children, asked his partner to come 
home after questioning her about her where-
abouts. She told him she had been drinking 
with friends and that there was nothing to 
worry about.

The conversation quickly turned into an 
argument between the two.

Edgi accused her of cheating. Kakfwi 
threatened to end the relationship over Edgi’s 
drinking.

After attending McNeely’s party – hosted at 
a place known in the community as "Colten’s 
Shack" – Kakfwi said she bought two mickeys 
of alcohol from the accused 26-year-old.

She said she walked to a nearby house with 
McNeely to get a drink of water. Kakfwi said 
she was about to head back to the shack when 

she heard Edgi’s angered voice from outside.
"Where the (expletive) is Colten?," she 

recalled hearing Edgi yell.
Scared, Kakfwi, said she grabbed her shoes 

and exited the front door of the house, leaving 
the party. She told the court she and McNeely 
agreed to meet up later, but that the plan didn’t 
pan out.

Kakfwi, teary-eyed, hugged members of 
Edgi’s family – sitting front row in the court-
room – following her testimony.

‘He freaked out’
Edgi’s cousin, Janelle Pierrot, testified 

Tuesday.
Pierrot said she was driving around and 

drinking with Edgi and a group of friends in 
the hours leading up to his death.

Edgi, who was looking for Kakfwi, was in 
good spirits, Pierrot said.

"He was happy … just like Lloyd," remem-
bered Pierrot.

She said that changed suddenly when the 
group ended up at McNeely’s shack.

Edgi was told by party goers that Kakfwi 
had left with McNeely.

"He got really mad. He started freaking 
out," Pierrot testified. She recalled trying to 
calm Edgi after he began pushing people at 
the party. Pierrot said she then went back to 
her vehicle with friends, parting ways with 
Edgi, who stayed by the shack with two other 
women.

"That was the last time I saw him," said 
Pierrot.

Corra Rabesca was one of the two party 
goers that stayed with Edgi. She testified 
Friday.

Rabesca said she and her friend fol-
lowed Edgi, who was looking to Kakfwi, to 
McNeely’s nearby house. McNeely came out 
and told Edgi that Kakfwi had already left.

That’s when Edgi began pushing and hit-

ting McNeely, causing him to bleed, said 
Rabesca.

Rabesca said she and her friend broke up 
the fight before Edgi left the area. The two 
women, with McNeely following behind them, 
walked back to the shack, she said. When she 
looked around, McNeely was gone.

Minutes later, Rabesca heard a "cry for 
help." The two women ran to the source of 
the yell, where they found Edgi laying on the 
ground with a stab wound to the chest.

"He told me he couldn’t breathe," remem-
bered the witness as she broke down in 
tears.

"I told him ‘just wait, just wait. We’re 
getting help.’"

By the time RCMP officers arrived at the 
scene around 4 a.m., it was too late. Edgi was 
pronounced dead 15 minutes later.

A knife, buried blade-first in the ground, 
was recovered about 10 feet away, Const. 
Brandon Barton and Const. Christopher Pros-
pero – the first to arrive at the scene – testified 
at the beginning of the trial.

Prosecutors intend to prove Edgi died from 
a stab wound to the heart inflicted by McNeely 
following a violent altercation between the 
two.

news

'That was the last time I saw him'
Charged testimony, evidence puts love triangle at centre of Fort Good Hope murder

photo courtesy of RCMP

Colten McNeely, 26, is accused of stabbing a Fort Good Hope man in the 
chest in 2017. His second-degree murder trial continued in Yellowknife last 
week.

by Brendan Burke 
Northern News Services

Somba K'e/Yellowknife
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Investing in the Taltson hydro complex, using more renewable energy throughout the territory and reducing the cost of 
power for consumers can be described in the same way as the rest of the 22 priorities of the 19th Assembly: interconnected, 
worth pursuing, and difficult to accomplish.

A pie in the hand is 
worth two in the sky

19th Assembly priorities just as ambitious, difficult, as 18th

having 200 priorities is a lot like 
having no priorities.

it pushes accountability into the 
ether. it's much harder to track 
progress, to question a politician 
on the status of a given file, to figure 
out what the legislature as a whole 
is focused on, or what direction it is 
taking.

this was the story of the 18th 
legislative assembly, so it was 
encouraging oct. 25 to see a list of 
just 22 priorities that (in english) fits 
on one sheet of paper.

easier to digest, but no less ambi-
tious.

if the Northwest territories 
envisioned in this list were to mater-
ialize in four years, it would become 
the envy of the dominion.

affordable child care and more 
nurses and doctors. a polytechnic 
university and better student out-
comes. Cheaper and more power, 
cheaper and more food, cheaper 
and more housing.

and sitting at the top of the list, 
right where it belongs: settled and 
implemented treaty, land, resour-
ces, and self-government agree-
ments.

this is the one.

With outstanding claims, a whole 
host of other priorities farther down 
the list may as well be "help the leafs 
win a Cup" for all the chance they 
have of being crossed off this century.

increase employment in small 
communities? Unlikely. improve food 
security? try again. attract more 
resource exploration and develop-
ment? shine on, you crazy diamond.

Without indigenous buy-in – and 
leadership – there will be no new 
or bigger mines. the akaitcho first 
Nations have been in formal nego-
tiations with Canada since 2001. 
how Mlas will draw them to a satis-
factory conclusion before 2023 is a 
big question mark.

this is to say nothing of where 
the money to narrow the munici-
pal funding gap (priority #8), build 
and improve infrastructure like the 
Mackenzie highway and the road 
through the slave Geological Cor-
ridor (#11) or "increase the number 

and variety of culturally respectful, 
community-based mental health 
and addictions programs, including 
aftercare" (#18) will come from.

the new lawmakers won't con-
vene in chambers again until dec. 
10. according to a spokesperson, 
they started fleshing out the prior-
ities list "immediately" and expect 
to have a mandate document to 
review in November. that mandate 
document begets a four-year busi-
ness plan, which begets the GNWt 
budget for this and "subsequent" 
years (which probably also means 
the next three years of the 19th 
assembly).

if any of these worthy goals is to 
be achieved, these documents will 
have to at least begin to describe 
how Mlas intend to go about it.

But putting land, resource and 
self-government claims on a single 
line, penthouse placement or not, 
doesn't do much to describe how 
complex each of those journeys will 
be on their own, let alone together.

Creating a sharper list than their 
predecessors was commendable 
but Premier Caroline Cochrane, her 
progressive cabinet and the rest of 
caucus find themselves at the bot-
tom of 22 uphill battles.

Northern News Services
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SHORTER PRIORITIES LIST IS  
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IT'S STILL SORT OF A BIG LIST
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Have you ever wondered why main street in 
Yellowknife is called Franklin Avenue? Well, 
apparently, Sir John Franklin went through this 
area once almost 200 years ago. Two. Hundred. 
Years. Ago. This guy did nothing except pass 
by here when he was half starved. Eschia! 

He must have walked down 
main street of Fort McMurray too. 
Wahway!

I’ve driven through High Level 
and stayed there many, many 
times. They still haven’t named 
their main street after me. And 
I wasn’t even starving. In fact, 
I spent my hard-earned cash all 
along main street, so I contributed 
to their economy. LOL

According to the Museum’s 
(Prince of Wales Heritage Center) 
website, Yellowknives Dene leader 
Akaitcho and some of his hunters 
helped Franklin’s Expedition to 
travel from Fort Providence to 250 
miles north of Great Slave Lake, 
where they built Fort Enterprise.

After doing some exploring 
along the coast, Franklin returned 
to Fort Enterprise nearly dead 
from starvation. Akaitcho and his 
hunters came back to the Fort and 
fed the starving men. When Franklin became 
strong enough, Akaitcho brought them back to 
Fort Providence.

The Museum says, “John Franklin was 
received as a hero when he returned to Eng-
land ... Akaitcho, the Yellowknife (sic) Dene 
who saved the lives of Franklin and his men, 
is largely ignored in the written history of the 

north but remains an important part of the oral 
history of the Dene.”

And someone also named Sir John Franklin 
High School after this explorer who Akaitcho 
saved from nearly certain death. What for? 
Your guess is as good as mine. I asked a local 
historian if he knew why, and he said Franklin 

passed through here on his way to 
the Arctic coast.

I said, “That’s it? He passed by 
here someplace and they named main 
street and a high school after him?” 
He said, “Yup, and he wrote about 
Akaitcho trading at Yellowknife 
Bay!” I thought, “Not on my watch.”

Some good main street names
Whew, seems to me main street 

would be better off being named 
Akaitcho Avenue. What do you 
think?

After all, Akaitcho saved Frank-
lin and his men and passed through 
here countless times, including when 
helping Franklin go through both 
ways. 

How about Weledeh Avenue or 
Yellowknives Dene Avenue after the 
Yellowknives Dene? After all, these 
are the people who were living in 
this area since time immemorial. 

They were already here when Franklin came 
around. What better name is there?

Somebody was on the ball back in the day, 
because there was a Residence for out of town 
kids next to Sir John Franklin (SJF) High 
School, and they named it Akaitcho Hall. Now 
you’re talking.

But Akaitcho Hall has been torn down and 

SJF is still standing. Perhaps the School should 
be named Akaitcho and main street named 
after the local Indigenous people. Well yaaaaa!

It’s a good thing that Akaitcho wasn’t like 
my dad, or Franklin might not have survived. 
Don’t believe me?

One time the Duke of Edinburgh was com-
ing to Yellowknife and the Yellowknifer asked 
people what they’d tell him if they could meet 
him. My dad said, “I’d tell him to go back 
home. We’ve already got enough people like 
him around here.” 

When the Yellowknifer came out, there 
was my dad’s picture with his bold statement. 
And the fake name he had used was….”Luke 
Magluke” Bahahahaha.

My mom tried to get mad at him, but she 
couldn’t stop laughing.

A week later, my brother Bill told my dad 
he was meeting the Duke as the head of the 
Dene Nation and said, “You want to meet the 
Duke? But you can’t tell him to go back to 
England.” 

My dad said, “Sure, I want to meet the 
Duke. But do you think he reads the Yellow-
knifer?”

City Council renamed Petitot Park to 
Somba K’e Park after people discovered that 
Emile Petitot was a pedophile. Let’s see if they 
do the proper thing here as well.

After all, the mayor recently said they want 
to have more streets with indigenous names.

What’s your favourite thing about Halloween?wE asked you!
with Eric Bowling and Paul Bickford

nwtnewsnorth@nnsl.com

It’s time to rename 
Franklin Avenue

Northern News Services

Raelle wolki, Inuvik:
"I like the candy."

Ryker Nessel, Hay 
River: 
"That I get lots of candy."

Esme Buckle, Inuvik:
"I like being a kitty 
cat."

Paige Loreen, Inuvik:
"You’ve got to love the 
Halloween Spirit."

Lena-Mae Anikina, 
Hay River:  
"Going trick-or-treating."

Mallory King, Hay River:
"Dressing up as
Cinderella."

wHEN 
THE 
HEART
says No
Roy Erasmus Sr. is 
a certified wellness 
counsellor and coach 
who survived heart 
disease.

Hudson Dillon,
Inuvik:
"Clowns."

Aubrey Bullock, Inuvik:
"Having a parade at 
the school."

Mischa O’Hara,
Inuvik:
"The costumes."

Mallory Dryneck-
Loutit, Hay River:
"I like dressing up."
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There’s a difference between 
bragging and pride.

Last week I had the opportunity 
of sitting in a sharing cir-
cle where the class had to 
talk about why we were 
in law school and what 
led us to our decision. 
We also shared what it 
was that we hoped to 
learn from law school.

When it came my 
turn to talk, I got really 
nervous and contem-
plated whether I should 
pass or if I should speak 
of my accomplishments 
as I’m not used to talking 
about myself in a good 
way.

Often times our nega-
tive voice comes through 
louder than our positive 
side and we can think of 
all the things we don’t 
like about ourselves while it's hard 
to find things that we do like about 
ourselves. It is very easy for me to 
be proud and brag of my children’s 
accomplishments, my daughter just 
got an award at school for her out-
standing attendance, or my son just 
got a job and made employee of the 
month, but I have a really hard time 
speaking highly of myself. This is 
something that has been ingrained in 
many of us since we were children.

For myself, I have a hard time 
speaking up for who I am and I 
know this is partly because for far 
too long Indigenous peoples have 
been put down, held down and made 

to feel ashamed of who we are. We 
have been talked about behind our 
backs by non-Indigenous peoples and 
our own families and friends for act-

ing like we are too good, 
sometimes referred to by 
other Indigenous peoples 
as "apples".

It’s time we put that all 
behind us and celebrate 
our accomplishments. 
We don’t need to turn our 
achievements into a com-
petition, either. There’s 
no need to compete with 
one another to see who 
is better or who has more 
drymeat or the biggest 
boat. We should be lifting 
each other up instead of 
talking about each other 
in negative ways. We 
shouldn’t be allowing our 
egos to get into the way.

We must keep humble 
but at the same time carry 

an ambition for what we are passion-
ate about and once we get to the top 
of that mountain that we are trying 
to climb, we must pass the ladder 
back down as my friend Brenda Nor-
ris would say.

I got a sad reminder today in 
school that there are always going to 
be people who want to try to put you 
down, judge you and make you feel 
uncomfortable for being yourself, but 
you must hold your head high and 
surround yourself with like-minded 
people who are respectful and kind, 
who allow you to be yourself and 
love you for who you are.

Pride is not about bragging. Pride 

is about confidence. 
Taking pride in who you are 

regardless of what other people 
might think is important, but there 
is a delicate balance, we must ensure 
that our pride does not make us 

boastful and arrogant and that is the 
goal. To be humbly proud of who 
we are. Ambitious, taking charge of 
our own futures while acknowledg-
ing our successes and sharing in the 
knowing that if we are doing well 

for ourselves than so are our families 
and friends because we are all in this 
together. Hopefully, with the good 
intentions of making our commun-
ities and homes better places to live 
and work in.

Taking pride in who we are

NNSL file photo

There’s no need to compete with one another to see who is better or who has more drymeat 
or the biggest boat. We should be lifting each other up instead of talking about each other in 
negative ways.

NORTHERN
Wildflower
catherine Lafferty is a 
published author who 
grew up in  Yellowknife. 
Her next book, Land-
Water-Sky, is set to be 
released later this year.

editorial – opinions

Northern News Services
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Editor's note: Greta Thunberg is 
a young climate change activist from 
Sweden who recently toured Canada. 

Dear Greta,
As someone who wrestled with 

my vote in the recent Canadian elec-
tion, I know my choice wasn’t the 
one you or millions of other climate 
activists would forgive me for.

I am guessing that in your case. 
The way you are portrayed by your 
own communications team and your 
strident stance on climate change in 
national and international 
newspapers, social media 
and on television, you are 
convinced the planet is 
facing immediate disas-
ter. No compromises can 
be made based on your 
assessment of the science.

I have no problem 
accepting the science. 
Climate change is hap-
pening. We see it every 
winter in the North - 
warmer temperatures 
(-35 rather than -45 in 
30 years) and melting 
permafrost. Have humans 
caused climate change? 
When I think of all the 
millions of people in the 
cities driving cars and 
trucks on congested freeways, living 
and working in mountainous build-
ings, suburbs sprawling endlessly to 
horizons, all burning energy every 
second, minute, hour, day, we are 
surely hurting the planet. Cleaner 
energy, less waste, there’s no argu-
ment, the time to begin is past, the 
time to do it is now.

But the people who sat at your 
feet to learn and support your mes-
sage in our Canadian cities drove 
there in something, or they viewed 

you on one of the handheld devices 
that represent the pinnacle of our 
energy-based technology. They will 
go back to homes heated with oil or 
gas. They will eat food that sucked 
up energy from conception/germina-
tion on farms to slaughter/harvest 
in processing plants to plastic pack-
aging and trucked delivery to the 
refrigerated counters of our stores. 

This truth of who we are is caus-
ing damage to the Earth. We are 
encouraged at every turn to buy, to 
consume, even to feel need where 
there is none. The people who hold 

you up as a prophet 
embody this rampant 
consumerism every time 
they go on their phone 
to support your climate 
change creed. This 
apparent hypocrisy in no 
way diminishes the truth 
of your climate change 
crusade. Instead, you 
and your army of activ-
ists should understand 
your family, friends and 
neighbours, your country, 
have all bought into this 
crippling consumerism 
whether they like it or 
not, just to survive.

Scolding may garner 
headlines. Pitting the 
young against the old 

also works to fuel the cause. But 
real change requires role model-
ling and compromise. Attacking the 
Canadian oil industry without regard 
to to the families of the workers it 
supports and the far greater number 
of middle and lower income families 
who you want to pay for combating 
climate change, well, that could lead 
to extreme civil unrest and an out-
come of the survival of the wealthi-
est - generally those who benefit 
most from rampant consumerism.

No compromises leads to oil 
tankers coming into Eastern Can-
adian ports imported from overseas 
and and oil laden train cars across 
the country (remember Lac-Mégan-
tic?). So as much as I wanted to 
vote the way you and my children 
wanted me to, the duty to acknow-
ledge reality weighs heavier. Pipe-

lines are not the enemy, consumer-
ism is. Help us fight that plague by 
encouraging us to feel good about 
living more efficiently, cleaner, hav-
ing less and making do with what 
we need. Health is happiness, for 
the Earth, for our country, for our-
selves. That is a message we can all 
get behind.

Thanks for listening and please 
write back. Perhaps sometime in the 
future, there will be a way you can 
come visit the North without using 
carbon producing vehicles. You can 
do that now with either dog teams 
or canoes but you might be off the 
grid for longer than your disciples 
would like.

An open letter to Greta

Wikimedia Commons photo

The lack of compromise from climate activist Greta Thunberg and her acolytes made voting for 
climate action at all costs a hard sell, argues NNSL Media publisher Bruce Valpy.

editorial – opinions

froM the 
PUBlisher 
Bruce Valpy is the 
publisher and CEO of 
NNSL Media.

Northern News Services
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It's been a busy couple of weeks 
for Diane Thom.

Fresh off her election as MLA 
for Inuvik-Boot Lake, Thom was 
elected to the executive of the legis-
lative assembly Oct 24 following 
two rounds of votes.

Since then, it's been a roller-
coaster. Thom said she's been busy 
packing and preparing for spending 
a good chunk of her time in Yellow-

knife, up to three or more weeks 
a trip.

"It's crazy. There's a lot of things 
I still need to get done," she said 
with a laugh. "I'm going tomorrow 
and I'll get a better sense of what's 
going on. 

They give you a calendar to 
March 31, but if you're in cabinet 
your calendar actually triples."

Thom brings a lot of experience 
to the table and her roots run deep 
in the community. In her previ-
ous capacity, she was the Inuvialuit 

Regional Corporation's chief negoti-
ator for the Inuvialuit Self-Govern-
ment Agreement. She spent 20 years 
working with community groups 
that included intergovernmental 
relations between the territorial, 
federal and Inuvialuit governments.

During her run for MLA, where 
she captured 238 votes, Thom said 
she would push for better relation-
ships with local governments to 
speed up housing development, with 
nearly 100 people still waiting for 
homes in the area. She also had said 

during an all-candidates forum that 
she would push for the GNWT to 
fulfil a decade old promise to com-
plete the school yards at East Three 
School.

She noted her previous experi-
ence negotiating with the govern-
ment would help her bring some 
new insight to the table.

"Now I'm on the other side of 
the table," she said. "It's going to be 
really interesting."

As for what portfolio she had an 
eye on, Thom said she was pretty 

open, noting all 19 departments 
were fascinating.

"They all come with different 
capacities," she said. "I'm sure the 
premier will look at the work that 
I've done and be able to determine 
quickly which ones would suit me 
best."

But she said she's excited to get to 
Yellowknife and roll up her sleeves.

"It feels really good. There's a lot 
of work ahead and a big commit-
ment – and it's one that I'm ready 
for."

by Eric Bowling
Northern News Services

Inuvik

Brings 20 years of experience working with Inuvialuit Regional Corporation

Thom looks forward to sitting 
on other side of table as minister

NWT Commissioner 
Margaret Thom (left, no 
relation), with Inuvik-Boot 
Lake MLA Diane Thom as 
she is sworn in as a cab-
inet minister Oct. 25.
NNSL file photo



NEWS/NORTH NWT, Monday, November 4, 2019  13news

Newly-minted speaker of 
the house Freddy Blake Jr. 
says he has a pretty good 
idea what his constituents are 
expecting out of the new legis-
lative assembly, but he is eager 
to get out and hear more.

Acclaimed as Mackenzie 
Delta MLA for his third term, 
Blake was also acclaimed 
speaker of the house Oct. 24.

"First off, I'm working out 
the timing of my next con-
stituency tour to get a good 
feeling from the commun-
ities what their priorities are 
because mine might not be the 
same as theirs," he said. "It's 
always better to get it from the 
people."

Aside from what he hears 
from his constituents, he has 
a pretty good sense of the 
needs of the region from his 
time as chief and mayor of 
Tsiigehtchic, noting many of 
the issues have been around 
long enough.

"It's pretty much the same 
things. Aklavik, it's the road 
up to the gravel source out-
side of town at Willow River 
and there's a need for a new 
school," he said. "In all the 
communities, there's a need 
for more housing, throughout 
the territories. We need to 
lobby the federal government. 
That will let us know if we can 
increase our stock or not."

He noted Ottawa is going 
to need to step up for the 
future of the territory to help 
bring in more development 

and investment. He is also 
interested in looking at inking 
potential partnerships between 
the private sector and Indigen-
ous groups where applicable.

Other issues he's had his 
ear close to are the needs for a 
full-time nurse in Tsiigehtchic 
and better RCMP presence. 

He added he wanted to get 
to Fort McPherson to hear if 
residents there were in a simi-
lar boat.

In addition to his experi-
ence as head of Tsiigehtchic, 
Blake has also held a term 
as president of the Gwich'in 

Tribal Council and sat on the 
board of directors, so he has 
a background in community 
leadership.

He added he was look-
ing forward to learning the 
process from the government 
downward, now that he's seen 
the process in the other direc-
tion.

"When you're in commun-
ity leadership, you're always 
making requests to the ter-
ritorial government," he said. 
"It takes years for things to 
happen sometimes. Whereas 
in territorial leadership you 

just get a budget and you make 
things happen."

Regardless, he remained 
optimistic the new govern-
ment would be able to help 
move a few files forward.

"We need to work together 
to make things happen," he 
said. "There's lots of good 
things that can be done. I'm 
looking forward to the next 
four years."

by Eric Bowling
Northern News Services

Mackenzie Delta

Freddy Blake Jr. has to keep one eye on Mackenzie Delta

New speaker hopes to 
keep his ear to ground

FREDDy BLAkE JR.

Brett McGarry/NNSL photo

New MLAs including Frederick Blake Jr., who was acclaimed Speaker, recited their oaths of office Oct. 25.
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For the second legislative assem-
bly in a row, Hay River will be repre-
sented in the territorial cabinet. 

Hay River North MLA R.J. Simp-
son was elected to cabinet by other 
MLAs on Oct. 24 and sworn in the 
next day along with the new pre-
mier – Yellowknife MLA Caroline 
Cochrane – and five other cabinet 
ministers.

"I look forward to being in a pos-
ition to make some real change and 
do some positive things for the entire 
territory, as well as Hay River," 
Simpson told The Hub on Oct. 25.

The new minister said that he 
enjoyed being a regular member and 
being able to speak for his constitu-
ents in the Legislative Assembly.

"I'm still the MLA for Hay River 
North and I'm still my constituents' 
only voice in the legislature," he said. 
"I won't be able to stand up publically 
in the house and talk for those issues. 

"But I'm still going to discuss 
those issues with the other members 
and, if there is an issue that I need to 
talk to other ministers about regard-
ing Hay River, I'm going to do that."

Simpson and the other new cab-
inet members – all with no previ-

ous experience in cabinet, except for 
Cochrane – will be named to their 
portfolios by the new premier at a 
later date.

"I think we're going to have to 
sit down and have conversations 
amongst ourselves and with the pre-
mier about what portfolios we would 
want and what we might be suited 
for, and she'll make her decision 
from there," said Simpson.

The Hay River North MLA did 
not express a preference for which 
cabinet post he would like to receive.

"There's a lot of portfolios I'd 
like, because there's a lot of things 
that need to be changed all across 
government," he said.

Simpson sounded pleased with 
the makeup of the new cabinet.

"I think we have a lot of good 
people in cabinet and I think we have 
a very strong regular member side, as 
well," he said.

The other members of cabinet 
are Sahtu MLA Paulie Chinna, Inu-
vik Boot Lake MLA Diane Thom, 
Nahendeh MLA Shane Thompson, 
Great Slave MLA Katrina Nokleby 
and Yellowknife South MLA Caro-
line Wawzonek.

In a major change from the previ-
ous government in which only one 
cabinet minister was female, the new 

government will have a female pre-
mier and four female cabinet min-
isters.

The selection of the new cabinet 
followed the established practice of 
regional balance – two MLAs from 
northern constituencies, two from 
southern constituencies and two 
from Yellowknife.  

Before being elected to cabinet, 
Simpson unsuccessfully ran against 
three other MLAs to become pre-
mier.

"You always want to accomplish 
what you set out to accomplish," he 
said. "So in that sense it was dis-
appointing. But I'm not disappointed 
with our premier. And I think that 
whoever became premier I would 
have been able to work with very 
well."

Simpson said he is not sure if his 
bid for the premiership was impacted 
by the controversy that emerged after 
the territorial election over the finan-
cial difficulties of his father, Rocky 
Simpson, the new MLA for Hay 
River South.

"Nobody brought that up to me, 
so I can't say," said R.J. Simpson.

His father owes about $1.8 mil-
lion to the NWT Business Develop-
ment and Investment Corporation.

– with files from Nick Pearce

by Paul Bickford
Northern News Services

Hay River

Hay River North MLA R.J. Simpson unsuccessful in bid for premiership

Hay River holds on to cabinet seat

photo courtesy of Beatrice Lepine

Hay River North MLA R.J. Simpson towers over NWT Commis-
sioner Margaret Thom as he is sworn in as a member of the 
territorial cabinet Oct. 25.
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Logo contest for rec dept
Lli Goline/Norman Wells

Residents with an eye for design will have their chance 
to create the logo for the Town of Norman Wells’ recreation 
department.

The contest is open to Norman Wells residents of all ages.
"This logo will go on the department social media, town 

uniforms and any other recreation material," states a social 
media bulletin from the town.

Logos submitted for the contest should represent the com-
munity, promote community spirit, create a sense of com-
munity mobilization and provide a positive representation of 
a healthy and active lifestyle, according to the bulletin.

The submission deadline is Nov. 25 at 5 p.m. The winner 
will receive an Apple iPad Air.

– Erin Steele

Kids camp out indoors
Deh Gah Got’ie Koe/Fort Providence

Youth campers don’t have to roll up and put away their 
sleeping bags for the season just yet thanks to the Zhahti Koe 
Friendship Centre. 

An "Inside Camp-Out" is scheduled to take place over-
night on Nov. 8 at the Zhahti Koe Friendship Centre in Fort 
Providence. Kids will be dropped off at 6 p.m. with pick-up 
the next day at 10 a.m.

The event is open to all youth between the ages of 5 and 
12.

The camp-out will include snacks, breakfast, movies, 
crafts and fun for all participants.

Space is limited, so pre-registration is encouraged.
– Erin Steele

Friendship centre rocks
Deh Gah Got’ie Koe/Fort Providence

It will be a feat of endurance, for a good cause: the Zhati 
Koe Friendship Centre’s upcoming Rock-A-Thon Challenge.

Participants will take to rocking chairs for 24 hours of 
continuous rocking starting Nov. 23 at 12 p.m. at the Zhahti 
Koe Friendship Centre in Fort Providence.

"All funds raised will go directly to community program-

ming," states a bulletin on social media.
"We’ll watch movies, read, craft – whatever you want to 

do – while we rock! No sleeping."
There will be separate categories for corporate partici-

pants and individuals. Participants between 10 and 14 years 
old will rock for eight straight hours.

The event is also set to include prizes and snacks.
– Erin Steele

Workshop leaders sought
Liidlii Kue/Fort Simpson 

Creative makers and local artists will have their chance to 
lead a workshop about their passions thanks to the Open Sky 
Creative Society’s call for expressions of interest.

The society is seeking individuals to lead workshops for 
its fall and winter workshop series. 

"Just call or email to discuss what type of workshop you 
would like to lead," states a bulletin on social media.

Individuals are invited to consider running a workshop on 
anything from traditional crafts and artwork to song writing 
and making sushi. 

"Interested, but never led a workshop before? That is okay. 
We can help you with the planning," states the bulletin.

– Erin Steele

Kids receive free books
Deh Cho Region

Kids throughout the Deh Cho have access to free books 
thanks to a program offered by Beauty Mark and the Dolly 
Parton Imagination Library.

The program provides an age-appropriate book every 
month to each child from birth until they turn five years old 
regardless of their family’s income.

"We cover children in Fort Simpson, Wrigley, Jean Marie 
River, Nahanni Butte, Sambaa K’e, Fort Liard and Kakisa," 
states a social media bulletin from Beauty Mark.

The books are delivered directly to the mailbox of pro-
gram participants. 

Beauty Mark is a hair salon in Fort Simpson and an affili-
ate of the Dolly Parton Imagination Library. 

– Erin Steele

Annual general meeting held
Jean Marie River

Those in attendance at the Jean Marie River First Nation 
annual general meeting took in a day and a half of activities 
Oct. 26 and 27.

All Jean Marie River First Nation members were invited.
A social media bulletin said mileage will be covered for 

out of town members and honorariums would be provided for 
all members aged 18 or older that attend.

The meeting was scheduled for 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the 
community hall on the Saturday with breakfast at 8:30 a.m. 
Lunch and supper were also included.

– Erin Steele

New scholarship available from 
Children’s First Society

Inuvik
Children’s First Society (CFC is taking applications for 

a scholarship program to help families in need access their 
services.

"Not all families have equal access to the CFC and we 
have found a small way to help alleviate that," said CFC co-
chair Mike Harlow.

Funding for the program provided by the GNWT’s Depart-
ment of Health and Social Services.Applications are confiden-
tial and can be filled out on the CFC website until Nov. 8.

– Eric Bowling
  

Ulukhaktok Community Corp 
needs board members

Ulukhatok

Nominations for three members of the Ulukhaktok Com-
munity Corporation board of directors are opening up Nov. 
1 and will run until Nov. 15, with the election of the new 
members taking place Dec. 9.

An advance vote will be held Dec. 2. Anyone interested in 
running or voting should get in touch with the main office.

– Eric Bowling

Around the North
if you have an item of interest from your community, call (867) 873-4031, or email: editorial@nnsl.com

Paul Bickford/NNSL photo

INTERNATIoNAL WAvE oF LIghT
Jennifer Webb lights candles for her children – seven-year-old Raegan Webb and five-year-old Kathryn Webb – at the International Wave of Light vigil on Oct. 15 in 
honour of Pregnancy and Infant Loss Awareness Day. The vigil was held outside the Hay River Rec Centre.
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Carbon tax offset 
rebate surprises

The Government of the Northwest 
Territories made a payment out to resi-
dents this morning through the Canada 
Revenue Agency (CRA) as a part of 
its cost of living offset related to the 
carbon tax.

These payments are meant to "miti-
gate the effects" of the NWT carbon 
tax that was introduced this past Sep-
tember, Todd Sasaki, communications 
officer for the Department of Finance, 
said Oct. 31.

The carbon tax is meant to discour-
age the use of fossil fuels, with 100 per 
cent being returned to individuals and 
72 per cent given in rebates to large-
scale industries such as mines.

According to Sasaki, residents 
should have received a flyer in the mail 
this past week to explain the source of 
the funds.

The money is tax free and is not 
based on household income but rather 
an annual amount per household with 
$104 for adults and $120 for children 
under 18.

Only one payment is issued per 
family to whoever filled the most 
recent income tax claim.

If you're wondering why you might 
not have received your payment, to be 
eligible for the payment you have to 
be an NWT resident for three months 
or more and have filed an income tax 
return in 2018.

The next payment will be made in 
April 2020. Future payments will be 
made quarterly.

"The GNWT anticipates that it will 
receive information on the actual total 
payment from CRA within the next few 
weeks," said Sasaki.

Before the recent territorial election, 
MLAs begrudgingly passed legislation 
creating a carbon tax.

Although many MLAs suggested 
scrapping it entirely, the federal gov-
ernment mandated that if a province 
or territory did not introduce their own 
tax, a federal one would be imposed.

From now until June 2020, the car-
bon tax rate on gasoline is $0.047 per 
litre, which will increase to $0.070 on 
July 1.

by Brett McGarry  
Northern News Services

Next payment won't arrive until April, 
but they'll be quarterly after that

Eric Bowling/NNSL photo

Look Who LoST hIS LIghTSABER
Darth Vader (Nick Saturnino) throws the opening rock at the Inuvik Curling Club's Halloween 
Friday Fun Night Oct. 25. 
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TRADE SHOw 
Feature

by Eric Bowling/Inuvik

photo stories

As part of small business 
week, Inuvik held its annual 
Trade Show, bringing more 
than 40 vendors from sectors 
including tourism, retail and 
art, to show off their work and 
passion Oct. 24.

The event was held at the 
Midnight Sun Complex.

Door prizes were handed 
out and anyone who visited 
the various tables to fill out a 
survey was treated to a dish 
of food from either the Corner 
Store or Combo in Town.

Northern News Services

Inuvik trade show delivers

Alexis Lucas shows off some merchandise avail-
able through the Inuvik Native Band.

Lawrence Nayandu of Arctic Motorcycle Adventures says he will take people 
anywhere up North – even as far as Yellowknife.Fatima Tin, of Henna Arts, had Ookpiks for sale at her table.

"The Raven" wears wares from the Wild Raven 
Boutique, owned by Eleanor Klengenberg.

John Taylor holds a soapstone carving of a polar 
bear. He's been carving for nearly 15 years.

Duke Electric owners Matthew and Krissi Rosadiuk hold one of their high efficiency LED lights.



18  NEWS/NORTH NWT, Monday, November 4, 2019

Hay River teams call a draw in Hobart memorial volleyball tourney title game

Sharing in Smith

Seniors hit the court
Somba K'e/Yellowknife

With Junior Spike It! now committed to history for another 
year, it was time for the senior edition of the tournament to take 
over.

Senior Spike It! wrapped up on Nov. 3 with the finals in all of 
the four divisions. There were eight banners handed out on finals 

day with each division having a Tier 1 and Tier 2 banner in each. 
The top teams following the round-robin advanced to play for 
the Tier 1 title while the other teams played for the Tier 2 titles.

Teams from Yellowknife and Ndilo were joined by a whack 
of teams from around the territory including entries from Fort 
Smith, Hay River, Lutsel K'e, Behchoko, Inuvik, Aklavik, Fort 
Good Hope, Whati and Tulita.

See the next edition of News/North for the recap.

Awards on the horizon
 Somba K'e/Yellowknife 

The Aboriginal Sports Circle of the NWT will be handing 
out its annual awards in Yellowknife on Nov. 9.

A total of six honours will be given including Sport, Culture, 
Coaching and Community Building along with the NWT Teach-
ers Association Award and the RCMP Award, both of which 

are awarded to people who help coach, co-ordinate or assist in 
cultural activity in a community.

There are still tickets available and you can get in touch with 
Jordee Reid at the Sports Circle to get your hands on one.

Learning the ice
 Behchoko/Rae-Edzo

The Department of Municipal and Community Affairs' 
School of Community Government will be hard at work in the 
coming days in Behchoko.

It will be running an Ice Resurfacing Course at the Ko 
Gocho Centre on Nov. 5 and 6 and it will go over most of what 
is needed to know to make sure an ice surface is as it should be. 

This will include sessions on operating and maintaining ice 
surfaces and equipment (Zamboni or Olympia), ice edgers and 
ice scraping tools.

SPORTS
Check

with James McCarthy
email: sports@nnsl.com

When you get two teams from the same 
school in a championship final, there's always 
the chance of this happening.

School teams from Hay River returned 
with a banner and all colours of medals from 
the Lawrie Hobart Memorial Volleyball Tour-
nament, held from Oct. 17 to 20 in Fort Smith.

The banner was actually claimed by two 
teams of Grade 7 girls from Princess Alex-
andra School, which tied for top spot in the 
Grades 6/7 division.

Pat Morris, a teacher at PA School and one 
of the coaches of a boys team, was watching 
the final game for the Grade 7 girls when the 

teams – PA Predators Blue and Gold – decided 
to declare a tie.

Morris noted that the girls were originally 
all on one team, but it was decided to split 
them into two teams for the tournament.

The girls teams were tied at one set each in 
the final game.

"And then the coaches and the teams just 
decided to not even play the third and deciding 
set, and to just say both teams won the gold," 
Morris said. "So they brought back the banner 
anyways and both groups brought home a gold 
medal."

That decision was well received by the 
players and fans alike, he added. "All the girls 
left happy."

There were also a number of other medal-

winning teams from Hay River.
PA School had two Grade 7 boys teams in 

the tournament, co-coached by Morris, and 
they won silver and bronze in the Grade 6/7 
Boys Division. That division was won by Paul 
William Kaeser (PWK) High School from 
Fort Smith.

In the Grade 8 Girls Division, Diamond 
Jenness Secondary School finished second, 
while PWK took top spot.

In the Grade 8 Boys Division, Diamond 
Jenness also finished second, while K'alemi 
Dene School of Ndilo won the banner.

In the 15 and Under Boys Division, Dia-
mond Jenness took home silver, while top spot 
was claimed by PWK.

In the 15 and Under Girls Division, teams 

from Diamond Jenness placed second and 
third. Top spot went to Sir John Franklin High 
School from Yellowknife.

Ecole Boreale placed second in the 19 and 
Under Boys Division. Top spot went to Sir 
John Franklin High School.

And, Diamond Jenness won the silver 
medal in the 19 and Under Girls Division, 
while Sir John Franklin High School claimed 
the banner.

Al Karasiuk, principal of host PWK High 
School and one of the tournament organizers, 
said 37 teams – about 350 students – partici-
pated in the event.

Along with Fort Smith, the teams came 
from Hay River, Fort Resolution, Yellowknife 
and Ndilo.

by Paul Bickford
Northern News Services

Thebacha/fort Smith

SportS hotline • JameS mccarthy
phone: (867) 873-4031 • email: sports@nnsl.com • Fax: (867) 873-8507

Sports & recreation

photo courtesy of Princess Alexandra School

The Princess Alexandra School teams that tied for first were, front row, left to right, Rylie Beck, Danika Coakwell, Gracious DeVera, Miah Harris, Corrine Smith and 
Avaia Ashton; and, back row, left to right, coach Coral Helmer, coach Tara Boudreau, Julianne Groenewegen, Shelby Snow, Daide Coleman, Mackenzie Schwartz, 
Brianna Simister, Rylee Robillard and coach Nikki Ashton.
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SportS Card
volleyball

Kieron Sidney AmoS

AGE: 16   cOMMuNITY: INuVIK

Kieron played with East Three Second-
ary’s 19U boys volleyball team at Senior 
Spike It! in Yellowknife earlier this month.
He also played with Team NT’s boys team 
at the Western Canada Summer Games 
in Saskatchewan back in August.

Have basketball, will travel

Cole Marshall, standing, 
technical director of 
Basketball NWT, instructs 
a group of players from 
Inuvik, Aklavik and 
Tuktoyaktuk during his trip 
to Inuvik late last month.
photo courtesy of Basketball NWT

When the Arctic Winter 
Games trials for basketball 
happen in the coming weeks, 
there should be some play-
ers from the Beaufort Delta 
region who will make the trip.

They will have some know-
ledge as to what to expect and 
Cole Marshall made sure of 
that.

Basketball NWT’s tech-
nical director was in Inuvik 
late last month for a player 
development clinic. Approxi-
mately 30 high school-aged 
players from Inuvik, Aklavik 
and Tuktoyaktuk were on 
court for the three-day camp, 
which was designed to draw 
as many community-based 
youth as possible.

"Aklavik was at the Cager 
earlier this year and I told 
them I would be in Inuvik," 

he said. "They were a great 
bunch of kids, all willing to 
learn."

Fundamental work was a 
part of the camp, such as pass-
ing, shooting and dribbling 
but there was a reaction drill 
as well to test just how quick 
the players responded to cer-
tain situations.

"I’d give them a scenario 
and force them to make quick 
decisions," said Marshall. "It 
was all about reacting to cer-
tain reads on the court."

One of the big goals from 
the weekend was to show the 
players what to expect if they 
decide to try out for basketball 
for the Arctic Winter Games or 
the North American Indigen-
ous Games in Halifax next July.

"It was a chance for them 
to develop their skills and pre-
pare for the Arctic Winter 
Games or NAIG," said Mar-
shall. "Kids that come from 

the communities sometimes 
struggle to find their feet in 
the first day because they 
aren’t used to seeing the style 
of basketball at trials. So this 
was an opportunity for them 
to see what coaches will be 
looking for and help them feel 
at ease so it isn’t brand new 
when they do it at trials."

Getting the groups from 
Aklavik and Tuktoyaktuk into 
Inuvik as done thanks to help 
from some corporate friends, 
said Marshall.

"North Wright Air gave us 
a really good rate to fly the 
kids in from Aklavik, really 
accommodating with that," he 
said. "Ookpik Tours has been 
working with the (Mangilal-
uk) school and we got a good 
deal from them as well."

by James Mccarthy 
Northern News Services

Inuvik

Basketball NWT hosts player development 
clinic for Beaufort Delta region 

EyES oN ThE pRIZE
Yellowknife teams swept the junior Spike It! tourna-
ment championships in the capital weekend before 
last. Pictured, Stephanie Stubbert of St. Patrick High 
School keeps her eye on the ball as she bumps.

James McCarthy/NNSL photo
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On y va les Nationales!
So the Washington Nation-

als are your 2019 World Ser-
ies champions. Amazing little 
series where the road team 
won every game but Game 7 
was always one Washington 
was going to win because 
Max Scherzer was on the 
mound and he was always 
going to shut the Astros 
down.

It was a series which had it 
all: a dude protecting the beer 
rather than himself, although 
considering it was Bud Light, 
I feel sorry for the ball which 
hit him; two women flashing 
their … ahem … merchan-
dise for all to see and getting 
stadium bans from Major 
League Baseball because of 
it, although they claimed it 
was for a good cause and who 
am I to doubt them; egotis-
tical umpires; Dave Martinez 
nearly having a coronary after 
an umpire made an interfer-
ence call (which was the cor-
rect call, by the way).

But we were having a 
conversation around the news-
room on the day of Game 7 
and this is what we talked 
about: remember how this 
could have been the Montreal 
Expos that could have won it 
all? I apologize profusely to 
those Expos fans who are still 
bitter at Major League Base-
ball and Jeffrey Loria (count 
me in). However, this is the 
case. We could have seen 
some sort of riod in Montreal 

last night had the Expos won 
Game 7.

In that vein and in honour 
of such Expos greats as Den-
nis Martinez, Larry Walker, 
Tim Wallach, Gary Carter, 
Moises Alou, Tim Raines, 
Andre Dawson, Rusty Staub 
and Youppi, the classy thing 
for the Nationals to do would 
be to visit Montreal with the 
trophy. Sure, it might not be 
like the real thing but this 
franchise would not exist in 
Washington had it not been 
for the Expos before them. 
And, yes, we still curse the 
strike in 1994 because Les 
Expos would have won then 
as well.

The loss of a giant
If you knew hockey, you 

knew about Jim Gregory. I 
had read about him and knew 
he was one of the best scouts 
going today, so good in fact 
that he ran the National Hock-
ey League's Central Scouting 
Bureau for many years.

You would never be able 
to find anyone who would 
or could have a bad word to 
say about Gregory because 
he gave you no reason to do 
so. He was as honest as they 
came and, according to any-
one who's spoken about him, 
kept his word to the end.

Gregory died on Oct. 
30 after losing a battle with 
cancer. He was 83. The entire 
hockey world has had some-
thing to say about him and it's 

all been positive, hence the 
no bad words. He once said 
he had his dream job when 
he was hired by the Toronto 
Maple Leafs as a scout but he 
eventually became the team's 
general manager in 1969, 
a role he would hold for a 
decade. Considering who he 
had as a boss – Harold Bal-
lard – it's amazing he lasted 
that long.

Gregory built up a team 
that had a farm system nearly 
depleted and turned what 
was a really bad team at the 
beginning of the expansion 
era into one of the best. He 
was responsible for drafting 
such players as Darryl Sit-
tler, Lanny McDonald, Errol 
Thompson, Randy Carlyle, 
Ian Turnbull and Mike Pal-
mateer. The Leafs were a con-
tender back then, if you can 
believe it, and had it not been 
for the Montreal Canadiens 
and the Philadelphia Flyers, 
they may have actually won a 
Stanley Cup.

He took over the scouting 
bureau after being fired by 
Ballard (there's a funny story 
about how he was told he had 
been canned) and made it 
his own for 40 years until he 
stopped coming to the NHL 
office in Toronto in August. 
That's when people started to 
realize his time was running 
out.

You will never get unani-
mous agreement on much but 
you will in Jim Gregory. He 
was everyone's favourite.

And finally …
Good Idea: Finalizing the 

draw for the World Masters 
darts tournament.

Bad Idea: Finalizing the 
draw for the World Masters 
darts tournament with fake 
names.

There's a reason why the 
British Darts Organization 
is looked upon as a joke by 
some these days and its latest 
stunt didn't do anything to 
repair the reputation.

The BDO has hosted the 
World Masters tournament 
since 1974 and it's the old-
est major tournament still in 
operation. This year's edition 
was held in Purfleet, England 
featuring players from around 
the world that qualified to be 
there. Including those who 
didn't even exist.

It all began with all quali-
fied players being forced to 
pay an entry fee to play. What 
tournament on the planet 
forces its participants to pay 
an entry fee for what they've 
qualified for? Ridiculous. 
Some of the international 
players didn't pay the fee 
(because they weren't told 
they had to) and weren't in 
the original draw. Because of 
that, Des Jacklin, the BDO's 
chairman, announced there 
would be a redraw of the 
players. 

Jacklin took the blame. 
Alright, fine. Mistakes are 
going to happen but then the 
fake name business came 
in. The apparent reason why 
is because they could be 
replaced with real players if 
too many showed up. Any-
way, the redraw occurred, 
which caused more confusion 
because no one knew what 
board they were playing on 
and there were no scorers at 
each board either, causing 
more confusion.

And imagine Keith Way of 
Yellowknife had the chance 
to play in this dosh but turned 
it down. He went to Romania 
instead for the World Cup, 
where at least organizers 
there had a clue.

It finally got sorted out 
and the tournament actually 
happened with a real winner 
in the end – John O'Shea of 
Ireland – but the BDO has 
been mercilessly mocked and 
harangued because of this. 
Can't wait to see what its 
version of the world cham-

pionship will look like. The 
Professional Darts Corpora-
tion, where anyone who has 
any sort of skill plays, will 
be dishing out more than $4 
million in December. Who 
knows what the BDO will be 
handing out?

Until next time, folks …

sports & recreation

Congrats, Washington Nationals … now 
do something in Montreal

photo courtesy of Wikimedia Commons

Stephen Strasburg was a big reason the Washing-
ton Nationals won the World Series as he became 
the first pitcher in Major League Baseball history 
to win five games in the post-season.

SPORTS
Talk

with James McCarthy
email: sports@nnsl.com
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