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Tourism could yield  
big returns

Caribou herds numbers 
continue to be low

Speed skater  
ready to compete

"This can be avoided. There's always other ways to get around town."
– Crown prosecuter Angie Paquin during the sentencing of a woman who was three times the legal limit, page 8.

NewsNews Sports

Whodunnit?

East Three's drama department put on their third annual dinner theatre fundraiser with Cafe Murder! Nov. 22 to 23. Here, Fletcher 
Dares has an ‘Aha!’ moment while sitting with Will Rogers and Lexis MacDonald at the end of the play, although it wasn’t his 
character to solve the case. In the end, a strategically placed white glove on a table revealed the killer’s identity. See inside for 
more photos.
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More collaboration is needed between 
all stakeholders to improve tourism, which 
will have an improvement on investment, 
prices and other facets of life in the Beau-
fort Delta region.

That was the conclusion of a roundtable 
discussion held Nov. 21 and 22 at the Mid-
night Sun Complex. The GNWT's depart-
ment of Industry, Tourism and Investment 
held the talks throughout the delta to get 
local input on where its tourism priorities 
should be.

"There's going to be various impacts 
(from tourism)," said research analyst Ser-
gey Mazuritsky of DPRA Canada,  a 
Northern-focused consulting firm,  who 
chaired the meeting. "What we're hoping 
to do is ensure there's more positive 
impacts than negative ones. It's not about 
just making more tourism, but making 
better tourism for everyone involved."

Residents, business-people and gov-
ernment officials traded ideas on how 
to improve the tourism experience for 
both customers and residents, noting the 
importance of having interactions between 
locals and visitors.

Other benefits include bringing people 
of different cultures together to help bridge 
understanding of local issues, such as in 
the case of seal hunting. Outside inter-
est in local cultural practices also helps 
encourage those activities such as drum 
dances, which have seen an increase in 
local interest.

"Tourism allows stories to be told," 
said Jackie Challis, director of economic 
development and tourism. "Told by the 
people that live here. Told by taste. Told 
by culture. Told by demonstration and 
arts and crafts. That exchange is why 

people travel, but to share that story not 
only benefits the person coming to visit 
but also allows community members to 
expand and build upon the story they 
already have.

"Tourism is about sharing your food. 
It's about storytelling, it's about showing 
them picking fish from your net. its arts 
and crafts and sharing how we heat our 
homes up here."

Some barriers to increased tourism 
listed during the discussion included the 
seasonal nature of the industry, the cost of 
supplies and developing facilities, hiring 
and keeping trained staff and encouraging 
people to see tourism as a viable career 
option.

Potential effects to traditional ways of 
life due to more tourists is also something 
brought up as a concern to keep in mind in 
future tourism planning.

Another major issue was the condition 
of the Dempster, particularly on the Yukon 
side. Residents noted that more of a part-
nership is needed between Beaufort com-
munities and the communities of Dawson 
City, Yukon and Old Crow, Yukon to 
cross-promote.

Increased traffic and a higher demand 
for public services are of course a chal-
lenge that comes with more tourism. Chal-
lis noted from meetings she had attended 
on the subject in Yellowknife, most of 
the conversation there was over Aurora 
tourists and the volume of operators and 
tourists.

"Let's just hope it gets really busy and 
we have that problem," said Lawrence 
Neyando, who operates Arctic Motorcycle 
Tours.

Anyone who missed the meeting but 
wants to provide input can do so online at 
www.engage-it.ca/talktourismNWT

NWT government takes tour of Beaufort to survey ideas for next tourism steps
Residents brainstorm tourism ideas

Eric Bowling/NNSL photo

Research analyst Sergey Mazuritsky of DPRA Canada, chaired a meeting on what the 
NWT's Tourism strategy should look like Nov. 21 at the Midnight Sun Complex.

news

by Eric Bowling 
Northern News Services
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Bluenose-East caribou numbers have 
declined to the point that the herd is now 
listed as red, meaning a low population, and 
the Bluenose-West caribou population remains 
"intermediate and decreasing" in orange status

Caribou of the Cape Bathurst herd remains 
in the red status as well, though observations 
suggest the population has stabilized.

The figures come from the latest public 
update of stakeholders in the Advisory Com-
mittee for Cooperation on Wildlife Manage-
ment (ACCWM) status meeting Nov. 19 to 21 
at the Inuvik Community Corporation.

Hosted by the Gwich'in Renewable Resour-
ces Board and the Wildlife Management 
Advisory Council, the annual meeting allows 
different Hunting and Trappers committees, 
Territorial and National Parks officials, biolo-
gists and elders to compare notes on the state 
of the caribou and the overall ecology of the 
region.

Representatives of the regions of Wekweeti, 
Sahtu Settlement Area and Kitikmeot region 
of Nunavut all agreed the Bluenose-East cari-
bou herd was in decline, while Sahtu Settlement 
Area and Inuvialuit representatives observed the 

Bluenose-West seemed to be growing.
"Community members in both the Inuvi-

aluit and Sahtu observed more calves than in 
previous years, suggesting that the population 
may be moving towards a yellow status but 
for the moment the ACCWM decided to use 
the precautionary principle and maintain the 
previous year’s status designation," reads the 
Bluenose-West 2019 Action Plan. "This deci-
sion recognizes that the herd size appears to be 
stable and that ongoing conservation actions 
are needed to help the Bluenose-West herd 
recover."

Both herds were last surveyed in 2015, prior 
to the 2017 action plans, so current estimates 
were based on observations by hunters and 
researchers. However, in the Bluenose-East's 
case, much of those observations were noti-
cing the herds were not where they normally 
are. The 2019 action plan notes the difficulty 
in communities reaching the herds and the 
precautionary principle led to the downgrade 
to red status.

On a more positive note, observations of 
the Cape Bathurst Herd suggested the popula-
tion has stabilized and possibly could even be 
on the rebound following a 2018 photo survey 
put population estimates at 4,521 plus or minus 

875 individuals at least a year-and-a-half old.
"We are very cautiously optimistic that 

the 2018 survey showed good results," said 
Environment and Natural Resources regional 
biologist Tracy Dawson, who noted even in the 
best scenario the population had a long way to 
go with the population slipping 20 per cent in 
the previous survey from 2015.

The action plan cautions that the herd 
could still decline due to factors ranging from 
increased hunting pressure on the Inuvik-Tuk-
toyaktuk Highway and crossover of both herd 
members and tag use between the herd and the 
Bluenose-West herd.

In all three populations, the body condition 
was generally improving, with hunters not 
finding any major signs of disease or malnutri-
tion. Predator populations were also observed 
as abundant in southern ranges, with repre-
sentatives from several areas suggesting an 
increase in predator control, in particular with 
wolves and grizzly bears, may be in order.

Information shared in the meeting will 
feed back into the ACCWM's Taking Care of 
Caribou wildlife management plan, which was 
first put together in 2014. The ACCWM itself 
was established in 2008 and will update its 
Memorandum of Understanding in 2021.

Did we get it wrong?
Inuvik Drum is committed to getting facts and 

names right. With that goes a commitment to acknow-
ledge mistakes and run corrections. If you spot an 
error in Inuvik Drum, contact the editor at (867) 777-
4545 or email inuvikdrum@nnsl.com.

Bluenose-East listed in red status  
and Bluenose-West remains in orange

by Eric Bowling  
Northern News Services

photo courtesy of Mike Robbins (2012)

Bluenose-East caribou populations have been changed to red status, meaning the population is low. The status of 
the herd and two others was reviewed during the Advisory Committee for Cooperation on Wildlife Management status 
meeting Nov. 19 to 21 at the Inuvik Community Corporation.

NEWS
Briefs

RCMP investigating  
Airport lake Cabin fire

Inuvik RCMP are investigating how a 
cabin burned to the ground Nov. 18 across 
Airport Lake.

Police received the call at 5 p.m. and 
headed to the site with the town's fire mar-
shall. However, the cabin itself was located 
across the lake and was not safe to reach with 
vehicles.

No one at the site was in need of medical 
attention. The cause of the fire has not yet 
been determined. Structurally, the cabin is 
ruined.

– Eric Bowling

Micro plastics found  
in healthy beluga whale guts
A paper published in the Marine Pollu-

tion Bulletin last week has found evidence of 
microplastics in the stomachs and intestinal 
tracts of beluga whales.

Using samples collected by Tuktoyaktuk 
hunters, scientists from the Ocean Wise Con-
servation Association analyzed seven whale 
stomachs and intestines and found 350 indi-
vidual pieces of plastic inside them. 

The vast majority of the plastic fragments 
were less than 2 mm in size, suggesting the 
plastic found its way to the whales through 
the food chain.

Belugas are listed as a species of least con-
cern but, as apex predators, the concentration 
sheds light to the amount of plastic within the 
food chain.

– Eric Bowling

New Canadian Icebreakers  
begin sea trials

Canada is one step closer to launching the 
first of four new Arctic patrol ships for the 
Royal Canadian Navy and Canadian Coast 
Guard. 

Irving Shipbuilding in Halifax announced 
the future HMCS Harry DeWolf began sea 
trials Nov. 22, launching a new class of ship 
based on a Norwegian Svalbard class.

Trials will continue over the next few 
weeks before the Navy takes the ship over for 
sea trials of their own. The tests will continue 
until spring next year.

This is the largest Navy vessel built in Can-
ada in the last 50 years, weighing 6,615 tonnes 
and measuring 103 metres in length.

– Eric Bowling

Bluenose-East caribou 
population declining

Feedback is welcomed by the Town of Inuvik for a new name 
of a road at the Canadian Forces terminal at the Inuvik Airport. 
The town has been asked by the federal Department of Defence 
to name the road.

Two choices have been put forward, first naming the road 
Ethel Street for Ethel Blondin-Andrew, the first Indigenous 
woman elected as a federal MP, representing the Western Arctic 
District in the Northwest Territories.

The second option is naming the street Leona Street for 
Leona Aglukkaq, who sat as the MP for Nunavut from 2008 to 
2015. She was born in Inuvik.

Anyone who wants to provide feedback, be it verbal or writ-
ten, should contact the town’s development officer by 4 p.m. 
Wednesday, Dec. 4.

—Eric Bowling

image courtesy of Town of Inuvik

The Town of Inuvik has been asked to name a road at the Canadian Forces terminal at the airport. It is 
currently taking feedback as to what the name should be.

Town seeking 
input on new name 
for military road

Northern News Services
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The third annual dinner 
theatre fundraiser put on by 
the East Three Drama depart-
ment ran from Nov. 22 to 23 
with Cafe Murder! 

The evening was raising 
funds for the school’s Quebec 
Exchange Program, which is 
due to arrive in April. Audi-
ences were treated to a mys-
tery as one member of the 
cast, who claimed to be aller-
gic to water, was murdered on 
her birthday. 

Audience members were 
able to ask the actors ques-
tions and were given the 
chance to guess who the real 
killer was.

Fletcher Dares plays a detective just 30 minutes into his career who was off 
stage when the murder happened. Before long, the enthusiastic sleuth was 
among the suspects in the killing. After all was said and done, the good detec-
tive joined in the evening for dinner.

Chef Will Rogers contemplates a question from 
a diner. Rogers played a fumbling cook who had 
great difficulty understanding others requests, 
getting the victim’s name, Rosemary, mixed up 
with her allergy, water, among other issues.

As the title of the play is announced, cast members Lexis MacDonald and 
Tamara Bain pose for the running joke of the evening. The light switched red 
several times through the night when the words “Cafe Murder!” were shouted.

Northern News Services

Murder on the menu

Hostess Anibe Abba thanks the crowd for help-
ing out as cast members Tessa Jenks and Corbin 
Dempster line up at the end of the show. In the 
end the production sold out three shows to help 
host exchange students from Quebec.

….but it turns out Rosemary, played by Brooklyn 
Bodnar, was not dead after all! She faked the 
whole thing to draw the killer out.  Much to the 
killer’s disappointment, Rosemary was able to 
have a happy birthday after all.

Ava-Grace and Corbin 
Dempster look on as 
the killer spouts off 
her manifesto of why 
she killed the poor girl 
named Rosemary on 
her birthday of all days.

Tessa Jenks, who 
turned out to be the 
murderer, explains to 
the crowd how and 
why she did it as Cor-
bin Dempster looks 
on in bewilderment.  
Three tables accurately 
guessed that she was 
the killer out of close to 
a dozen.

MYSTERY 
Feature
by Eric Bowling 
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During this last week's action, I 
covered a round table discussion 
about tourism, how it improves the 
local economy and where residents 
would like to see it taken.

It was a very lively chat and even 
drew me out of my shell to offer a 
few points,  which I'll expand on here.

Tourism tends to get treated as a 
second-tier profession, particularly in 
areas where resource booms have 
come through, but it really is as 
lucrative an industry as oil and gas 
development and far more sustain-
able – just look at Whistler, B.C.

Resource industries, like min-
ing, drilling or forestry and tourism 
have a lot in common. Both identify 

a product with 
demand, in tour-
ism's case that 
product is an 
experience. This 
is why you don't 
tend to find a 
lot of tourism in 
industry heavy-
areas and vise-
versa.

Think about 
it – no one goes 
to B.C. to look at 

clear-cut forests and the main tour-
ist destinations in Alberta are Jasper, 
Banff and the Calgary Stampede – 
literally on the opposite side of the 
province from the tar sands.

But tourism has to be developed 
sustainably, too. 

Tourists with no idea where to put 
their garbage will still put it some-
where, probably where we don't want 
them to. Tourists need things to do, 
things to keep their attention and 
things to distract and cheer them 
up if something goes awry. Without 
a good support network, a runaway 
tourism trade can quickly lead to a 
pile of trash, both literally and figura-
tively.

Somehow I doubt Inuvik is in dan-

ger of becoming the next spring-break 
fraternity destination, but the Beau-
fort Delta can certainly learn from 
the experiences of Jasper and Banff, 
where traffic is routinely held up for 
kilometres as van-after-van of tourists 
spot an elk, bear or some other poor 
creature and line up to get a selfie 
with it. It would not be a big stretch 
of the imagination to see something 
similar on the local highways.

But as Lawrence Neyando alluded 
to, being too busy is not the worst 
problem to have and really we're 
putting much of the sled before the 
dogs. Our first question should be 
how do we increase demand for tour-
ism in the first place?

Going back to Whistler as an 
example, the town essentially runs 
on sporting events – mountain biking 
in the summer and downhill skiing in 

the winter. Obviously, these would not 
be feasible in Inuvik, but there are 
other sports that could occupy those 
two niches just as readily. You would 
be hard-pressed to find a better spot 
for winter sports.

Interspersed with the sporting 
events are music and arts festivals. 
Not just showcasing the local com-
munity to the world, but bringing the 
world to the community by bringing 
in acts and talents from all over the 
world, who go back and tell everyone 
how amazing the place is.

Inuvik could help kick-start a 
tourism industry with few good big 
events. Something to complement 
the line-up of festivals, marathons 
and other activities that dot the calen-
dar. But it has to be something truly 
unique, a mind-blowing experience 
people cannot get anywhere else.

Northern News Services

Done right, tourism  
is a goldmine Published Thursdays
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Youth of the week

JOELLE CHARLIE

Our youth of the week is Joelle Charlie, seen here 
keeping the beat for the Climate Action Inuvik 
march Nov. 22. Joelle has a busy schedule, she 
has been learning Gwich’in for the last year and is 
working on a documentary about how climate has 
changed through the generations as part of the 
FutureXChange program. 

ERIC        
BOWLING
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“What concerns you the most 
about climate change?”

Joelle Charlie:
“Our very existence is being 
threatened.”

Tessa Jenks:
“Not enough people will know 
about it and it will be too late 
to change anything.”

Cooper Jenks:
“It’s affecting lots of wildlife 
and humans. It’s a huge cri-
sis.”

Malakai Keegan-Drennan:
“If we don’t start acting it will 
be too late in the future.”

Fletcher Dares:
“Infrastructure. Fifty per cent 
of it will be at risk by 2050.”

River Keegan-Drennan:
“When I grow up I want my 
kids to be safe.”

STREET talk
with  Eric Bowling

inuvikdrum@nnsl.com

Saturday, November 30
Old Time Dance
9 p.m. to 2 p.m.
Ingamo Hall
Wrap up Addiction Awareness week with an night of dancing. Michael Francis 
on fiddle and Louis Goose and Eric Blake on bass. Jigging, Flossing contests 
and Spot Dances.
Saturday, November 30
Family Fishing Derby; Aklavik
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Fishing for Jackfish and Coney. Prizes of $200 for the biggest, which will be 
completed at 4 p.m. at the Sittinchinli Complex.Participants must be present 
to enter their fish.
Saturday, December 7
Christmas Craft Sale
2 to 7 p.m.
Aklavik Sittinchinli Complex
Free tables for vendors. Doors open at noon for set up. Anyone wanting to sell 
crafts or baked goods should contact the hamlet office at (867) 978-2351.
Sunday, December 8
Children’s Christmas Party
2 to 6 p.m.
Inuvik Midnight Sun Complex
Bring the kids out to visit Santa and enjoy crafts, games and prizes at the 
Midnight Sun Complex!

Community 
Calendar

To have an event listed in this free feature, call (867) 777-4545, or email inuvikdrum@nnsl.com. Submissions should be received 
two weeks prior to the event.  
Non-profit or community events only please. There is no guarantee submissions will be published.

Eric Bowling is editor of the
 Inuvik Drum. Send your ideas  

to inuvikdrum@nnsl.com 
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Trump administration caves to  
environmental pressure on seal protection

Alaska
The Trump administration in the United States has agreed 

to make a decision on designation protected habitat in Alaska 
for two ice seal species, the bearded and ringed seal, both of 
which are listed as threatened due to melting sea ice.

Efforts by the Alaska Oil and Gas Association to overturn 
2016 US Court of Appeal decisions affirming the Environ-
mental Protection Agencies responsibility to protect the two 
species were denied by the U.S. Supreme Court last year and 
the Centre for Biological Diversity sued U.S. Commerce Sec-
retary Wilbur Ross in June for failing to protect the habitat.

Having critical habitat protection will ensure federal 
actions in the Arctic, such as seismic surveys and oil and gas 
permits, avoid damaging areas that the species relies on for 
its survival. 

Tsiigehtchic liquor plebiscite on Jan. 13
Tsiigehtchic

A plebiscite limiting the amount of liquor available in the 
town will be voted on Jan. 13, 2020.

Following a charter council meeting Nov. 21, a motion 
passed recommending the GWNT Liquor Licensing Board 
issue a ballot that allows residents to vote on whether to pro-
hibit the following combinations of liquor or not: 2,280 mL of 
spirits and 24-can flats of beer, 2,280mL in spirits and 4L of 
wine, a 24-can flat of beer and 4L of wine or two 24-flats of 
beet and 2L of wine.

If any of the ballot tickets pass, no vehicle with two or 
more occupants carrying the quantity of liquor will be per-
mitted within the charter community and no one will be able 
to possess more than the quantity voted on during any seven 
day period.

Tsiigehtchic dog owners  
advised to keep close watch on pets

Tsiigehtchic
Dog owners in Tsiigehtchic are being asked to keep a close 

eye on their dogs as Environment and Natural Resources 
officers are actively trapping wolves near the community. 
Residents are asked to keep their pets indoors or on a leash, 
particularly around the road to Water Lake.

Officials are also taking the occasion to remind residents 
to not leave food outdoors, including pet food, fish remains 
or other garbage as it will attract scavengers. Residents are 
reminded to not feed wildlife under any circumstances.

Anyone who observes threatening or unusual behaviour 
by a wolf or other wildlife is asked to call the Wildlife Emer-
gency Hotline at (867) 678 0289.

$5,000 micro-business grant  
available until Dec. 6

Beaufort Delta
Industry, Tourism and Investment (ITI) is calling out any 

entrepreneurs looking to make minor upgrades to their busi-
ness to apply for a $5,000 grant by Dec. 6. Provided under 
the Support for Entrepreneurs and Economic Development 
(SEED), the program offers up to $5,000 over three years to 
cover the costs of a number of business improvements, includ-
ing purchase of new tools and equipment or raw materials for 
traditional arts, crafts or practices like hunting and trapping.

It also covers the costs of film making equipment, pros-
pecting equipment and other means of self employment.

Anyone interested should contact their local ITI office 
at (867)-872-8046 and set up a meeting with the economic 
development officer.

photo courtesy of Marie Naqitarvik

A ringed seal, Pusa hispida, one of two species 
the Centre for Biological Diversity has forced 
the Trump administration to list for critical pro-
tection.
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SPORTS CARD
SPORT

LOIS LARKIN

Our athlete of the week is Lois Larkin, 
seen here going the extra lap after her 
regular practice Nov. 24 at the Midnight 
Sun Complex. Three years into the sport, 
she stuck around after to help coach the 
younger players . She's training for the 
Arctic Winter Games.

With back-to-back tourna-
ments on opposite sides of the 
country coming up in the next 
two weeks, Braeden Picek has 
what some would consider a 
busy couple of weeks ahead 
of him.

But for the nationally-
ranked short track speed skat-
er, the lead up to the tourna-
ment is actually his chance to 
rest up.

"We do it in cycles. We 
train six days a week for at 
least three hours, up to eight," 
he said. "We just finished six 
weeks of endurance for this 
upcoming competition. We're 
just starting to slow it down, 
doing more race specific 
training and tactical stuff and 
recovering from those six hard 
weeks."

A product of the Midnight 

Sun Complex, Inuvik's Picek is 
headed to the Canadian Junior 
Short Track Championships in 
Calgary, where he is currently 
living, Nov. 29 to Dec. 1, then 
is off to Montreal to compete 
in the Canadian International 
Short Track Invitational Dec. 
6 to 8.

Results from the Canadian 
championships help inform 
the nominations for a spot to 
represent Canada at the ISU 
World Junior Champion-
ships and the Youth Olympic 
Games.

For him, though, the main 
objective is to shred as many 
milliseconds off his time as 
he can to climb the national 
ranks throughout nine or more 
competitions a year.

"Going into juniors, there's 
only 32 people so I will be at 
least the top-32, but it's kind of 
confusion process for the final 

ranking," he said. "I'd say half 
of them are competitions just 
for experience that are some-
where in Western Canada that 
I can travel to. The other half 
are competitions that actually 
matter and rank you naturally, 
but competing is a lot of fun."

Now in his eighth year in 
the sport and clocking in at 
47 kilometres an hour on ice, 
Picek is trying to keep a steady 
pace. He said he is focusing 
on doing the best he can at the 
junior level and keeping senior 
and Olympic aspirations at bay 
for now.

"That would be awesome 
for sure, but you got to look 
at what's a bit closer ahead," 
he said. "I just want to rank 
as high as I can nationally, 
while I'm still a junior. Then 
depending on how I do I'll 
decide if I want to skate into 
my senior years."

Braeden Picek is headed to Canadian Junior Short Track Championships 
 and then Canadian International Short Track Invitational in Montreal

Inuvik-born speed skater headed 
to back-to-back tournaments

by Eric Bowling  
Northern News Services

photo courtesy of Braeden Picek

Inuvik's Braeden Picek is headed to the Canadian Junior Short Track Cham-
pionships Nov. 29 to Dec. 1 and then an International tournament the next 
weekend.

LEADING THE WAY
Malakai Keegan-Drennan and 
Cooper Jenks of Climate Action 
Inuvik lead off the weekly cli-
mate march Nov. 22. The group's 
efforts were documented by 
reporters from Maori TV in New 
Zealand.
Eric Bowling/NNSL photo
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An Inuvik man was put 
on two-years probation for 
repeatedly calling a 75-year-
old woman and telling her he 
had sexual dreams about her.

In Inuvik territorial court 
Nov. 22, Richard McLeod, 46, 
pleaded guilty to one count 
of criminal harassment. Judge 
Bernadette Schmaltz put him 
on probation for two years, 
ordering him to complete 10 
hours of community service 
a month for a year and not be 
within 10 metres of the victim, 
50 metres from her house or 
contact her on social media. 
He is required to take counsel-
ling as directed.

"You should be ashamed 

of yourself," said Schmaltz in 
her decision. "You have taken 
a women's life and put chaos 
into that. No one should have 
to put up with that. This kind 
of offense often attracts a jail 
sentence."

Crown prosecutor Angie 
Paquin told court McLeod 
phoned a 75-year-old woman 
in January, first on a fax line 
then on her land line. When 
she answered, he asked her if 
she had gotten his message. 
When she said no, he told her 
he was having "sex dreams" 
about her.

The woman told him she 
did not want to talk to him, but 
he continued to tell her about 
his dream. She then began to 
pray aloud and hung the phone 

up. A few days later, he phoned 
again and she told him she did 
not want to speak to him and 
hung up.

A message was sent to her 
on Facebook also indicating he 
was having sex dreams involv-
ing her.

Following the second 
phone call, the woman con-
tacted a pastor's wife to discuss 
what to do. At that time, she 

learned McLeod was moving 
to Edmonton and decided to 
let it be.

But on March 16, at 
approximately 1:30 a.m., the 
woman's fax line began to ring 
continually, ongoing for about 
an hour.

After the phone stopped 
ringing, the woman checked 
her Facebook account and saw 
McLeod had sent her a friend 

request. She contacted RCMP.
"She felt extremely vulner-

able," said Paquin. "She was 
an elderly person and he kept 
phoning her."

His lawyer, Lance McLean, 
said McLeod made the phone 
calls after heavy drinking and 
did not recall sending her a 
friend request.

"Once he was made aware 
she did not want to be con-

tacted, he stopped phoning," 
said McLean. "He understands 
she was feeling harassed."

McLeod said he was 
suffering from depression and 
was moving away from Inuvik 
now that the case was resolved.

"The only thing I want to do 
right now is go to Edmonton," 
said McLeod after reading the 
victim impact statement. "I just 
want to be a good person."

Inuvik woman who lead 
police around town while 
driving three times the legal 
limit was given a four-digit 
fine and banned from driving 
for a year-and-a-half.

In Inuvik territorial court 
Nov. 22, the woman pleaded 
guilty to operating a motor 
vehicle with a high blood alco-
hol content. Judge Bernadette 
Schmaltz fined her $2,300 and 
barred her from driving for 
18 months. As it is her first 
impaired driving conviction, 
Inuvik Drum has chosen not to 
name the woman.

"I regret everything I did 

that day," said the woman in 
her defence. I apologize."

Crown prosecutor Angie 
Paquin told court RCMP got 
a call on Oct. 8 about an 
impaired driver. The woman 
had been drinking all day 
and had been seen driving 
a white GMC truck. Police 
went on a patrol and found a 
vehicle matching the descrip-
tion parked at the Canada Post 
parking lot.

Officers followed the 
vehicle as it turned onto Veter-
an's Way and then ran the red 
light onto MacKenzie Road. 
As police followed, the vehicle 
began to speed on what were 
icy roads. Police activated 

their warning lights but the 
vehicle continued to drive and 
accelerate through town.

"This can be avoided," said 
Paquin. "There's always other 
ways to get around town."

Even when the RCMP 
turned on their sirens to 
motion the driver to pull over, 
she continued to drive. Even-
tually police followed the 
vehicle to the woman's house 
and watched her slump out of 
the truck.

Admitting she had been 
drinking, the woman had 
bloodshot eyes, slurred speech 
and a strong odour of liquor on 
her. Police informed her she 
was under arrest and she said 

OK, but when police asked 
her to get inside their vehicle 
she said she just wanted to go 
home.

Officers once again 
explained she was under arrest 
and the woman asked why. 
Eventually, police guided her 
to their vehicle and returned 
to the detachment where she 
was given two breath read-
ings. The first was at .26 per 
cent blood alcohol concentra-
tion and the second was .24.

"You're going to kill some-
body if you drive in that con-
dition," said Judge Schmaltz. 
"If this day had gone very 
badly, you could have been her 
on a much worse charge."

 Called 75-year-old woman repeatedly and messaged her on Facebook

Man put on probation for phoning 
elder about his 'sex dreams'

Woman behind the wheel blows 
three times the legal limit

by Eric Bowling  
Northern News Services

 Speech slurred and did not understand she was under arrest
by Eric Bowling  

Northern News Services


