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"It is likely that boats such as ours will become un-sailable and un-saleable."
– A member of the Great Slave Sailing Club, which faces an uncertain future due to mine remediation, page A4.
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 Back to school
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Old visitors 
centre to be 
torn down 
for $600K 

Councillors frustrated over pact eyed to ease tensions with sobering centre

Coroner 
identifies 
bear attack 
victim

A broken power supply stopped NNSL's big 
presses dead in their tracks Tuesday night 
just before publication. So Yellowknifer and 
the Inuvik Drum turned into free digital edi-
tions this week. I've not seen this in the 30 
years I've been with the papers and hope 
readers understand. We are back up and run-
ning and Yellowknifers will get a fat Friday's 
Yellowknifer for weekend reading. Thanks for 
your patience. 
Bruce Valpy,
Publisher

Torpedoed  
by technology

COUN. JULIAN MORSE
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French composer Julien Gauthier has been 
identified as the victim of last week's bear 
attack in a remote area south of Tulita, NWT 
Coroner Services confirms.

Gauthier, a musician and field recordist 
who turned the sounds of nature into music, 
was undertaking an ambitious canoe trip 
alongside biologist Camille Toscani as part of 
his latest dream project when he died, Marc 
Feldman of France's Brittany Symphony 
Orchestra wrote in a recent Facebook post.

Gauthier, 44, became the orchestra's com-
poser-in-residence in 2017. He was reportedly 
born and raised in Canada before moving to 
France. He was a dual citizen of Canada and 
France.

Gauthier's body was found on Friday 
following a search led by NWT RCMP and 
aided by the Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources (ENR), that began one day 
earlier – triggered by a distress call originat-
ing some 50 kilometres south of Tulita.

The remote area could only be reached by 
helicopter.

Gauthier died as a result of "multiple 
injuries due to a bear attack," stated a news 
release from NWT Coroner Services issued 
Aug. 21.

Gauthier and Toscani were embarking on 
a canoe trip on the Mackenzie River, captur-
ing the sights and sounds along the way as 
part of a project that would have seen the late 
composer marry Northern noises with cello 
music once completed, according to a crowd-
funding page set up to support the campaign.

The pair planned to travel from Fort 
Providence to Inuvik – over a 30 day period 
from August to September – before Gauthier 
was attacked and killed by the bear.

Toscani detailed the harrowing ordeal to 
BBC News, telling the broadcaster Gauthier 
was dragged away by a grizzly bear in the 
middle of the night. Toscani said she waved 
down nearby campers following the attack, 
who activated their emergency communica-
tion device, alerting RCMP.

Toscani and the campers were removed 
from the area by helicopter.

Gauthier's partner, who remained in 
France during the canoe trip, told the French 
publication Le Parisen that Gauthier grew up 
in Canada before leaving when he was 19.

She called her late partner ambitious and 
full of passion. Gauthier lived in Seine-Saint-
Denis, a suburb north of Paris, according to 
Le Parisien.

Gauthier documented the Northern jour-
ney on his Facebook page. He posted a final 
message on Aug. 7 – just days before he was 
killed.

Tiring and inspiring! Gauthier wrote of 
the journey.

He added he'd seen several bears.
Gauthier is being remembered as a tal-

ented musician with an adventurous spirit.
He was a sensitive, generous and talented 

man, Marc Feldman, of the Brittany Sym-
phony Orchestra, wrote online.

His work was faithful to his curious spirit, 
humble in front of the vast power and beauty 
of nature, Feldman continued.

ENR is continuing to investigate the dead-
ly attack.

Department officials killed two bears – a 
black bear and a grizzly bear – on Friday near 
the site of the attack to determine whether or 
not they were involved, and to ensure public 
safety, ENR spokesperson Meagan Wohlberg 
confirmed.

The bears were taken for necropsy – an 
autopsy for animals – as the investigation 
continues.

No results are available at this time.
Bear attacks in the territory are considered 

rare, stated Wohlberg.
There have been four fatal attacks in the 

last 20 years. Black bears were responsible for 
two of the attacks – one at Prosperous Lake in 
2001 and the other near Nonacho Lake four 
years later. A grizzly bear was blamed for a 
third fatal attack in 2014 in the Mackenzie 
Mountains.

There were four non-fatal attacks – three 
by grizzly bears – between 2003 and 2015, 
according to statistics recorded by ENR.

There are 4,000 to 5,000 grizzly bears 
in the territory, with 2,000 to 3,000 being 
mature, a population that's considered small, 
stated Wohlberg.

Did we get it wrong?
Yellowknifer is committed to getting facts and 

names right. With that goes a commitment to acknow-
ledge mistakes and run corrections. If you spot an 
error in Yellowknifer, call 873-4031 and ask to speak 
to an editor, or email editorial@nnsl.com. We'll get a 
correction or clarification in as soon as we can.

Julien Gauthier, 44, was killed in a bear attack  
south of Tulita on Aug. 15

Bear attack victim a French 
composer on musical quest

by Brendan Burke 
Northern News Services

photos sourced from Facebook

Gauthier was on a canoe trip along the Mackenzie River with Camille Toscani as part of his latest project to gather 
the sights and sounds of the North when he died, according to multiple reports. Toscani told media Gauthier was 
dragged away by a grizzly bear in the middle of the night.

NEWS
Briefs

Hockey for the girls
NWT Speed Skating's annual summer camp 

isn't the only thing happening at the Multiplex 
this week.

Hockey NWT's annual Female Hockey 
Development Camp got going on Wednesday 
morning with players from the initiation age 
group right on up to midgets taking part in 
both on and off-ice training over the course of 
the week. The guest coach this year is Chris-
tine Sharun of Victoria, who coaches with BC 
Hockey's program of excellence. Everything will 
wrap up tomorrow afternoon.

– James McCarthy

Gaeleen MacPherson  
running in YK South

Gaeleen MacPherson, vice president of cor-
porate affairs for Dominion Diamond Mines, 
has declared her intent to run for MLA in 
Yellowknife South.

"This is a critical time for the Northwest Ter-
ritories," stated MacPherson in a Aug. 20 news 
release.

"On the economic front, our two largest 
diamond mines are nearing end of mine life and 
that will have a significant impact on Northern 
employment, in particular here in Yellowknife."

MacPherson says her experience in the indus-
try and business knowledge are vital to changing 
the course of the NWT.

She also states education in the North to 
be an important issue she would address and 
develop an economy around with a focus on 
products and services. MacPherson will be run-
ning in the incumbent Premier Bob McLeod's 
constituency along with Caroline Wawzonek. 
McLeod has not declared whether or not he will 
be running in the next election. 

– Brett McGarry

Nominations for Business Award 
Gala ending soon

The Yellowknife Chamber of Commerce's 
annual Business Award Gala is coming up this 
October and the deadline for nominees is clos-
ing. This year's "NWT Foodie" themed event is 
accepting business nominees until Aug. 26 at 
4 p.m. Nominees must have been in business 
in Yellowknife for at least three years, must be 
operating at the time of the awards, must be a 
member of chamber of commerce, cannot win 
an award they won last year and may only be 
submitted in one category.

The gala is also looking for two more corpor-
ate sponsors.

The gala and award presentation will be tak-
ing place on Oct. 25.

– Brett McGarry

Post-secondary education  
strategic framework released
Caroline Cochrane, minister of Education, 

Culture and Employment, released the Post-Sec-
ondary Education Strategic Framework Aug. 21.

The framework, developed after recommen-
dation from the Aurora College Foundational 
Review, will act as a guide for the GNWT 
in the transformation of Aurora College into 
a polytechnic university. The Post-Secondary 
Education Act, new legislation that is supported 
by the framework, will ensure effective govern-
ance and quality assurance for post-secondary 
institutions in the NWT.

More than 740 people from all regions of the 
territory responded with over 6,000 comments, 
thoughts and ideas in their responses to a public 
survey on what post-secondary education should 
look like. 

The complete NWT Post-Secondary Educa-
tion Framework can be viewed at https://www.
ece.gov.nt.ca/en/PSE-Framework.

– Michele Taylor

Gauthier is being remembered as 
a talented musician with an adven-
turous spirit.

Gauthier's unique brand of music 
brought him to remote corners 
of the world, where he collected 
nature's noises to compose sym-
phonies.
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Members of the Great 
Slave Sailing Club say they 
are feeling much "uncertainty" 
these days as their decades-old 
safe haven faces closure due to 
clean-up work at Giant Mine. 

Both the City of Yellow-
knife, which leases the prop-
erty from the territorial gov-
ernment, and the sailing club, 
which sub-leases its property 
from the city, received notices 
that the Giant Mine project 
team would take possession of 
the property after 2022.

The federal government's 
Giant Mine Remediation 
Project Team is awaiting a 
Type A water license from 
the Mackenzie Valley Land 
and Water Board (MVLWB)  
–   expected in mid-2020. 
Should that licence applica-
tion prove successful, a major 
soil contamination cleanup 
and dredging of sediment at 
the bottom of the Back Bay 
will tentatively begin in 2023. 
Work is expected to continue 
for at least the next decade. 

Yellowknifer reported ear-
lier this year that the project 
team's plans to remediate the 
town site area at Giant Mine 
to residential standards could 
potentially mean that both the 
city's public dock –  a major 
access point to Great Slave 
Lake –  and the Great Slave 
Sailing Club could be removed 
indefinitely due to planned 
dredging work along the shore. 

The land and water board 

has invited boaters and oth-
ers impacted by the potential 
closure of the site to apply for 
compensation.

Shelagh Montgomery, 
executive director of the 
MVLWB, stated in an email 
that notice was sent to club 
members in late June explain-
ing how compensation for the 
lost boating access works.

"The board provided an 
overview of water compensa-
tion ... that was sent to our dis-
tribution list on June 28 (and 
uploaded to our online regis-
try)," she stated in an email. 
"Included in that document is 
a form for potential claimants 
to use to notiwfy the board of 
their intent to file a claim for 
water compensation."

The deadline to file notice 
was Aug. 15. Close to 25 
respondents replied, according 
to the board's public registry.

Boaters –  both motorboat 
users and sailors –  have said 
long-term disruption could 
prove devastating to recre-
ation activities on Great Slave 
and the Yellowknife economy 
because of the special access 
to the lake the location pro-
vides.

Ian McCrea, with his wife 
Rita, have spent 20 years with 
the club, including several 
years volunteering as commo-
dores and directors. McCrea 
said in an interview last week 
that he is trying to remain 
optimistic, but admits he and 
other sailing club members 
face an uncertain future. 

"The big problem is the 
uncertainty," he said. "We 
don't know when it is going to 
start, what work it will do, how 
long it will take and whether 
we will be permitted back. 
Virtually nothing is known." 

McCrea said he and other 
club members believed up 
until July 2018 that the town 
site, as part of the Giant Mine 
Project Team's cleanup, was to 
be remediated only to indus-
trial standards, a lesser stan-
dard than the now planned 
residential requirement, which 
will require a more detailed 
and longer-term cleanup.

"This was a sudden change 
from the previous understand-
ing we had which was a reme-
diation to industrial standards 
and that was the case up to 
July 2018 when they published 

the new plan and the story 
changed entirely," he said.

"We only got a hold of the 
plan a month or so after that."

Problems with moving 
The City of Yellowknife 

has given some consideration 
in acquiring land to relocate 
boating and sailing facilities 
near Mosher Island around 
the former Con dock location. 
McCrea said the area does not 
have the same shallow waters 
as the Great Slave Sailing 
Club and would make launch-
ing and mooring sailboats six 
to 10 times more expensive 
with chains, anchors and costs 
of moving boats into and out 
of the water.

 McCrea said city sailors 
have few options as the Giant 
Mine site is the only suitable 

location around Yellowknife to 
launch sailboats. 

The current site, which has 
been in use by the club since 
1976, has unique geographi-
cal features that allow sailboat 
owners to easily moor their 
boats in a mooring field with 
shallow water –  anywhere 
from 14 to 30 feet –  and 
launch in and out of the water 
by crane. 

  Yet another problem is 
the difficulty in moving sail-
boats out of water, he said. 
The current location allows for 
storage and hauling boats out 
with cranes –  craft ranging 
between 14,000 and 35,000 
lbs. 

"We have 17 boats that 
are not mobile in any circum-
stances and are on cradles in 
the yard," said McCrea. "Ours 

is one that is on a trailer but 
my truck won't get it over the 
crown of our hill so to take it 
out to repair, I have to charter 
a tractor to haul it out."

The club has about 80 
memberships, which repre-
sents families and people 
stretching into the hundreds, 
McCrea said. 

About half of the number 
of users, he added, are either 
retired or semi-retired, mean-
ing that with the shut down 
of the club, members could 
be suddenly stuck with a boat 
they unable to use or sell. 

One couple in their applica-
tion questioned how they were 
going to sail their boats if 
there was no facility to launch 
from.

"The value of the many 
boats in our club has been 
reduced to less than zero due 
to the uncertainty of whether 
there will ever be a suitable 
facility at which we could 
launch, retrieve, and store, 
maintain our vessel," one 
applicant wrote.

"No one will purchase our 
boat if there exist NO suitable 
place to use it and enjoy it. It is 
likely that boats such as ours 
will become un-sailable and 
un-saleable."

McCrea said the club hopes 
future clean-up work can be 
structured in such a way that 
it can be done in stages that 
would allow for minimal long-
term disruption to the club. 

Future grim for sailboat club; boaters feel 'uncertainty'  
as many file for compensation with land and water board

'Un-sailable and un-saleable'
by Simon Whitehouse 
Northern News Services

Please see City, page 6

Simon Whitehouse/NNSL photo

Ian McCrea says there is a lot of uncertainty about the impact of Giant Mine 
remediation plans.

news
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Simon Brault envisions 
greater growth in the North-
west Territories arts sector, 
but he is calling on Northern 
artists to apply for available 
funding.

The director and CEO of 
the Canada Council for the 
Arts (CCA) was in Yellow-
knife on Monday as part of a 
two-week trip across all three 
Northern territories.

The CCA is a federal 
Crown Corporation dedicated 
to providing public funding 
and advocacy for Canadian art 
production.

Part of Brault's tour 
through the North, which 
included a town hall at the 
Prince of Wales Northern 
Heritage Centre on Monday 
night, has been to meet with 
both artists and non-artists to 
see how funding over the last 
three years has impacted the 
arts scene.

He is also hoping to pro-
mote more Northern artists to 
apply for funding.

"What I want to see is how 
our new investment landed 
and what difference does it 
make," Brault told Yellow-
knifer.

"But more than that, we 
want to convey to the artists 
– please apply to the Canada 

Council because very few art-
ists or festivals or organiza-
tions are applying. It is prob-
ably because they feel it is 
out of reach or too selective, 
but I think there is room for 
growth."

Brault says in the last three 
years, the CCA has tripled 
its funding for artist related 
projects. This can range from 
craftsmanship, to festivals to 
theatre.

Annually, it hands out 
amount to about half a mil-
lion dollars every year across 
the North.

Brault said in the NWT, 
he sees a lot of potential for 
growth and it is important that 
Northern artists apply because 
both Yukon and Nunavut are 
growing in their own ways.

He noted Yellowknife and 
the NWT together take in 
about 30 artist-funded proj-
ects per year, with 20 coming 
from the capital city and the 
remainder from elsewhere in 
the territory.

"For us at Canada Council, 
we hope we can double the 
amount of applicants that we 
get (from the NWT) over the 
next five years," he said.

"I think it is feasible, but 
there has to be support with 
the local authorities."

In comparison, the Yukon, 
which he says has a more 

developed arts scene, has 
around 60 artists applying for 
money ever year.

Grants come through two 
streams, Indigenous and non-
Indigenous and depending on 
the size of the project, funding 
can range between $1,000 to 
$90,000, he said.

Brault said he thinks there 
is room for growth in terms of 
the arts sector contributing to 
the overall NWT economy.

Unlike areas such as Mon-
treal or Toronto, which he says  
are "over-saturated" with art-
ists of all sorts, more direct 
funding from the council 

could lead to successes.
One of the most obvious 

missing elements in Yellow-
knife is the lack of a public 
art gallery, he said, which the 
council would strongly sup-
port.

"We wouldn't fund the 
building of one, but more 

toward the operations, but 
clearly it is needed," he said.

Having a public gallery 
would spurn growth in the 
commercial galleries that exist 
in Yellowknife and the NWT 
and will provide an impetus 
for the best of Northern artists 
to be showcased.

Canada Council for the arts pushing to support NWT arts growth

'Please apply' for funding
by Simon Whitehouse 
Northern News Services

Simon Whitehouse/NNSL photo

Ben Nind, NWT director for the Canada Council of the Arts left, and Simon Brault, CEO of the Canada 
Council of the Arts were at city hall on Aug. 19. Brault is in Yellowknife as part of a two-week tour through 
the North to promote funding for artists and to encourage Northern artists to use federal monies to boost 
their projects. 

news



A6  YELLOWKNIFER, Friday, August 23, 2019

Among the applicants for 
financial compensation due 
to disrupted use of the bay 
is the City of Yellowknife, 
which filed two applications 
–  one asking for $8.6 mil-
lion to help pay for a new 
water pipeline planned for 
construction to Yellowknife 
River.

Funding would go toward 
the construction of its water 
pipeline –  partly funded by 
Infrastructure Canada ($25.8 
million) –  and "mitigat (ing) 
the Risk caused by the activi-
ties in the applicant's licence." 

"The activities for which 
DIAND seeks authorization 
in its water licence appli-
cation would significantly 
adversely affect the city's 

ability to obtain water from 
Yellowknife Bay," the Aug. 15 
application states.

The application notes that 
the Giant Mine team's appli-
cation for the water licence 
could lead to "a flood haz-
ard risk resulting from a pro-
longed period of precipitation 
that could cause a failure of 
the Northwest Pond, leading 
to the discharge of, among 
other things, arsenic into Yel-
lowknife Bay, rending the 
water undrinkable" and "fur-
ther risks to be identified in 
the water licence process."

"Any interruption to the 
city's water supply would 
have significant and dras-
tic consequences," the city's 
application states.

A second city application 
seeks compensation for a fea-

sibility study in helping to 
find another location for the 
public boat launch and the 
sailboat facilities. A dollar 
figure was not disclosed in 
the application. 

Kerry Penney, director of 
policy, economic develop-
ment and communications for 
the city, stated in an email 
Aug. 20 that proposed reme-
diation will cause disruption 
to access by city users. 

"The suspension of access 
means that residents will be 
adversely impacted by not 
having access to adequate 
boat launch facilities," Pen-
ney stated. "The city has 
been in negotiations with the 
licence applicant (the reme-
diation team) to compensate 
it for the significant adverse 
impacts of the activities pro-

posed in the licence on the 
city –  including a feasibil-
ity study for alternate dock 
configurations to compensate 
for the loss of use of the town 
site."

The city, as has been 
reported by Yellowknifer, 
began taking initial steps 
to find another public boat 
launch and sailing club last 
March. Penney reiterated that 
the city continues to work 
with the remediation team, 
but an alternate site has not 
yet been found. 

"The city has been work-
ing with the project team to 
address future disruptions to 
the site as a result of remedia-
tion activities," she stated. "To 
date the city does not have an 
alternative location secured."

If and when it does locate 

one, the feasibility study will 
have to be conducted – some-
thing that the city states it 
can't do alone.

"A feasibility study would 
need to be commenced as 
soon as possible to determine 

whether a viable alternative 
site exists," Penney stated.

"Additional resources 
would be required to con-
struct an equivalent boat 
launch facility at another 
location on Great Slave Lake."

City of Yellowknife water  
line and feasibility study

Michele Taylor photo

The City of Yellowknife, filed two applications –  
one of those applications asks for $8.6 million to 
help pay for a new water pipeline.

'Un-sailable', from page 4
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Yellowknife city councillors 
Julian Morse and Niels Konge 
expressed frustrations at city hall 
Monday that "good neighbour 

agreements" might not be as useful 
as first thought.

The Aug. 19 special commit-
tee meeting featured a presentation 
from administration on the details 
of what these agreements are and 

how they have been used in Yellow-
knife and other municipalities.

Keith Sulzer, manager of legal 
services and corporate policy, told 
councillors, "a good neighbour 
agreement is usually an agreement, 
often between neighbours, which 
focuses on building relationships in 
communities. They aim to promote 
positive behavior, decrease the like-
lihood of disputes and often provide 
avenues to address concerns as they 
arise."

He ultimately stated that good 
neighbour agreements should be 
encouraged as communication 
tools, but are not effective ways to 
enforce bylaws or policy.

Konge said he would be more 
likely to approve a conditionally 
permitted use application if a good 
neighbour agreement was present.

"Just because it exists does that 
mean they're living by it?" asked 
Sulzer.

"There is no relative enforce-
ment. You might be signing off 
because they've got one, but there's 
nothing to hold them to it. If there's 
something in that agreement that 
makes you want to sign off on it, it 
should be somewhere else where the 
city can enforce."

Sulzer and administration said 
any legally binding conditions sur-

rounding a conditionally permitted 
use applications should be placed 
in those applications as opposed 
to relying on good neighbor agree-
ments.

The explanation left Konge 
unsatisfied and he asked what could 
be done in situations where condi-
tionally permitted use applications 
are causing issues in the commu-
nity, such as the day shelter/sobering 
centre.

"I feel as though, as a councilllor 
my hands are being tied, you've got 
a bag over my head and you're just 
kicking me in the ribs," said Konge.

"Really we've got no tools in our 
toolbox to deal with these issues."

Morse implored councillors and 
administration not to beat around 
the bush in discussing what should 
be done.

"I think we should be a little bit 
specific about what we are talking 
about," said Morse. "A lot of the 
problems we are talking about are 
around the sobering centre.

"It's safe to say right now the 
GNWT hasn't been particularly 
responsive in terms of getting a 
good neighbour agreement together 
and that is problematic."

Morse noted when neighbours 
are willing, agreements can be 
signed in a matter of days.

He asked administration multiple 
times what the city can do when 
they have granted a conditionally 
permitted-use permit but there are 
problems being caused the day shel-
ter downtown.

"It is my understanding that 
you cannot add conditions after 
the fact," said Sheila Bassi-Kellett, 
senior administration officer

"So we can't do anything?" asked 
Morse.

"We're being told that good 
neighbour agreements don't have 
teeth, and we're being told   if you 
want teeth you can't do that either.

"So it kind of puts us in a bit of a 
funny position."

"We've got one conditionally 
permitted-use giving us a problem 
and it seems that good neighbour 
agreement is all that we've got."

A good neighbour agreement 
was supposed to be signed between 
the NWT Disabilities Council who 
runs the downtown day shelter/
sobering centre and its neighbours, 
but an agreement has yet to be rati-
fied.

Good neighbor agreements have 
become a subject of conversation 
since April Desjarlais, owner of the 
Fin Hansen building, made a pre-
sentation to council detailing abuse 
and public disruptions.

by Brett McGarry 
Northern News Services

Coun. Konge likens the situation to being bound and 'kicked in the ribs'

Good neighbour agreements  
'have no teeth,' says Coun. Morse

photo courtesy of the City of Yellowknife 

Good neighbor agreements have become a subject of con-
versation since April Desjarlais, owner of the Fin Hansen 
building, made a presentation to council detailing abuse and 
public disruptions.
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As students head back 
to school, Yellowknifers 
should be thinking about 
how they can support  
students and families.
NNSL file photo

Just a few short months ago par-
ents and students were preparing for 
graduation. Now as summer begins 
its retreat thoughts turn to a new 
academic year.

Back to school time means think-
ing about several things: school 
supplies, transportation and maybe 
resetting the sleep clock to get stu-
dents back on that earlier wake-time 
schedule.

Motorists should also be preparing 
for the increase in pedestrian traf-
fic around town, most especially in 
school zones and crosswalk areas. 
Let's stay aware for everyone's sake 
in and out of those school zones.

Some students will feel a rising 
excitement at the start of a new 
school year and some will mourn the 
end of summer holidays. But let's 
remember to acknowledge those 
teachers who will be preparing over 
the next few weeks to welcome 
children back into the hallways and 
classrooms.

Let's also not forget the parents of 
these children, too. There are some 
pressures at the start of the school 
year for parents, from ensuring their 
children are ready for the return to 
learning to making sure returning 
students have the right tools once 
they do get back into the classroom.

Transportation and school supplies 
top the list of costs for parents with 

school-age children.
As Education Minister Caroline 

Cochrane recently said in the legisla-
tive assembly, "Our children are our 
future. If we really believe that as a 
society, we have to put our energy, 
we have to put resources behind 
that, and the next government has to 
focus more on that."

So, if you think you can afford to, 
why not be an education ally. Con-
sider buying some extra supplies to 
put into the classroom pot such as 
pencils, crayons, erasers, etc. Or ask 
your child's teacher at the end of 
the first month (and throughout the 
school year) if there are any areas 
where community school supplies 
might need to be topped up.

This not only helps those families 
who may struggle financially through-
out the year, but also lifts some of 
the financial burden that most teach-
ers expend to ensure their students 
have the supplies necessary and are 
ready to work once the bell rings.

The community can do so much 
to support its students and when 

children are supported, they will be 
successful along their journey up the 
education ladder.

These are just a few things you 
can do as an education ally. But, 
with 42.1 per cent of children in the 
territory reported as vulnerable on 
the early development index and an 
attendance rate that has been on 
the decline for the past 10 years, 
people should be pressing the next 
territorial government to work harder 
at addressing the underlying issues 
behind these numbers. Cochrane 
stated back in May, "Everybody has 
been blaming everybody else."

However, it doesn't pay to blame 
one another, especially when a 
child's education is on the line. Sup-
ports need to be put in place for fam-
ilies who might be struggling to meet 
simple daily needs such as breakfast 
and lunch for school-aged children 
and costs for transportation.

These barriers to students who live 
in middle-to low-income households 
shouldn't stop a child from getting 
an education and should be among 
the top priorities in the coming year 
following the election. Whether 
that's removing the cost of busing 
a child to school or ensuring there's 
breakfast and lunch available to all 
students, these fixes need to begin 
immediately. 

Let's make sure we fully support 
the leaders of tomorrow.

Fresh start for  
new school year

As summer retreats it's time to focus on issues  
keeping students from being successful

Northern News Services
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40 years ago
Bank director Helen Parker cuts the ribbon 

as Scotiabank board chairman George Hitch-
men, left, and Bellanca Development chair-
man Earl Curry, right, hold their ends up in 
the official opening of the Scotia Centre.

The joint Scotiabank and Bellanca venture 
of new offices and shopping complex opened 
its ceremonial doors to the public. Branch 
manager Blake Viccar looks on.

30 years ago
Many Yellowknifers missed having a 

mailbox at the airport terminal. 
It was moved from the old terminal build-

ing when the new terminal building opened 
in July. 

A Canadian Airways International 
employee said that people were coming up 
and asking where the mailbox was. 

The employee said anyone who wanted to 
mail a letter at the airport now had to go into 
town to do it. 

Rebecca McDonald, acting Yellowknife 
postmaster said Canada Post hadn't decided 
if the box would be moved over to the new 
terminal at that time. 

20 years ago
Planned improvements to the Yellowknife 

Golf Club were to be scaled back because 
of a decision by city council not to provide 
funding or a loan to assist the expansion from 
nine to 18 holes. 

Club president Arnold Enge said they 
wouldn't be able to do everything they were 
planning on doing, and that some of the debt 
would have to be restructured. 

The golf club had requested $125,000 
that year and the next to help pay for things 
such as an irrigation system for grass aprons 
on 10 greens, a new pro shop, cart paths and 
improvements to the driving range. 

10 years ago
Multiple bear sightings were reported in 

Fred Henne Territorial Park. Two bears had 
been seen near the Prospector's Trail and 
campground bathrooms. 

Wildlife officers, RCMP and municipal 
enforcement patrolled the park trying to get a 
handle on the exact location of the bears. 

There was also a bear sighting reported in 
the Frame Lake area.

This is a column on Zen and the Fine Art 
of Berry Picking. 

It is time to get your berry picking supplies 
ready because the season of the lingonberries 
is about to begin. I used to use Ziploc bags 
and empty cleaned plastic peanut butter jars 
to put them in, but I suppose to be ecologic-
ally correct I should find non plastic alterna-
tives, eventually. When my reusable plastics 
wear out. That's basically all I need for berry 
picking along with an air horn, just in case 
a bear decides to pick at the same patch. In 
all the years I have spent working or picking 
berries in the bush, I have never had to use it 
but, having an air horn handy does give one a 
sense of protection, just in case.

Some people prefer the bend over and pick 
approach, particularly when you are younger 
because you can cover more ground. While 
others prefer to kneel or sit-down approach 
and pick a good patch thoroughly. Moving 
around by crawling or using the bum waggle 
method. Nothing like doing the bum waggle 
through the cranberry patch.

Some people really love berry picking. 
They can pick for hours each day. Day after 
day, until the berry picking season is done. 
Until the cold and the wet from rain, sleet and 
snow, just makes it too unpleasant to pick any-
more. Others can only pick for an hour or two 
once a year. And believe it or not there are 
some who don't pick at all.

I like picking berries and given the chance 
I will pick for several days. So, what do I like 
about it. To start with you are outside and, on 
the land, or in the bush. Picking involves a 
certain amount of hand-eye coordination so 
you must start by concentrating on what you 
are doing. But then after a while it becomes 
routine and you suddenly discover the feel-
ing of ... I would call it the quiet mind; others 
might call it Zen.

Its also a type of exercise and stretching, a 
little like yoga or tai chi only better, because 
you are accomplishing something. Getting a 
bunch of berries in return for your efforts. If 
you are observant you get to learn a lot more 
about the forest floor and nature.

One year I was sitting in a lingonberry 

patch, when I heard a sudden snap, crack, 
snap. Something was dropping from the sky 
and crashing through the bush. This was fol-
lowed by a thump. In short order there were 
seven more crashes and thumps all around 
me.

OK, what would fall from the sky like 
that? A meteorite. Maybe a chunk of ice from 
a jet's toilet. Cannon balls. Then I saw it. Its 
wasn't a space aliens, but a flock of spruce 
hen, that had a rough landing. I like spruce 
hens, but they aren't the worlds best fliers or 
too great at the landing either. Sometimes 
when they are flying along and then want 
to land, they just tuck their wings into their 
bodies and hope for the best. So, they come 
literally crashing through the trees.

As I sat there, frozen in time, they got up, 
dusted themselves off and started clucking 
and cooing to one another. It was a mother 
with a seven, fully grown, brood and they 
were still travelling in a flock. I don't speak 
Spruce Henese, but once one of the chicks 
spotted me, they no doubt said, "Hey Mom, 
what's that big hairy beast?"

She probably replied, "Oh that's a dreaded 
human, one of the most unpredictable critters 
you will ever meet. Best we mosey on out of 
here. Don't stare but when you get the chance, 
fly up to the nearest tree." 

That's what they did and after they had 
watched me for a few minutes they took off 
as a flock, probably going somewhere, where 
they could terrorize another berry picker.

Its moments like those that are a real 
bonus to picking berries. Some people pick 
and clean as they go, but I like to clean mine 
at night and sort them in Grade A, for show 
and Grade B, for making jams and sauces. 
Lots of uses for lingonberries. 

Ah the Zen of it all.

Zen and the Fine Art 
of Berry Picking

Northern News Services

Walt Humphries is a well-known
Yellowknife artist and prospector.
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No mail service at 
new air terminal

LOOKING 
Back

with Candace McQuatt
email: editorial@nnsl.com

It's a good idea to heed those auxiliary labels phar-
macists put on your prescription bottles. One label 
may caution you to use sunscreen while on the drug 
because it will make your skin more sensitive to the 
sun. An example is an old drug used to lower blood 
pressure. It's hydrochlorothiazide. It's often the first 
drug prescribed to treat high blood pressure. If you are 
taking it, use sunscreen, limit your sun exposure and 
check your skin often for any new lesions like moles.

Drone delivers kidney
Medical history was made 

earlier this year when a drone 
was used to deliver a kidney 
for transplant. The system 
was designed by doctors and 
engineers in Maryland with 
the goal of speeding up the 
transfer of organs from donor 
to recipient. Many precautions 
were built in to the system to ensure the organ arrived in good 
condition.

Walking improves health
The idea of walking 10,000 steps per day as a habit for better 

health was devised in the months leading up to the 1964 Tokyo 
Olympics. The concept lay dormant till these past few years. 
Don't feel bad if you don't achieve this goal. Improved health can 

be achieved in as little as 5,000 steps per day. If walking is your thing, try to fit 150 min-
utes per week walking. Regular exercise is the key to good health.

Read all labels on your 
prescription bottles

CAPSULE 
Comments
Aaron La Borde is  
a pharmacist at  
Sutherland Drugs.

NNSL file photo

photo sources from Pixabay
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Demolition of the former 
Northern Frontiers Visitors 
Centre – which is slowly sink-
ing into Frame Lake – will 
start later this year, with a 
price tag of $597,000.

A document tabled in the 
legislative assembly by Min-
ister of Infrastructure Wally 
Schumann on Aug. 19, states 
tearing down the deteriorat-
ing building is the best option, 
considering costs.

Demolition of the damaged 
portion of the building and 
replacing it would cost $2.7 
million and would "have very 
little utility" according to the 
documents. Erecting a new 
building of the same size for 
the same purpose would only 
cost $2.1 million.

Greg Hanna, acting public 
affairs communications man-
ager, said repairing the current 
structure to "new condition" 
would cost $8.2 million.

Since 2017, $344,000 has 
been spent on repairs and 
redevelopment design, while 
all expenses for 2019/2020 
are expected to come in at 
$244,000.

"There is no expecta-
tion that additional ongoing  
expenditures will halt the con-
tinues structural damage and 
general deterioration of the 
facility," Schumann stated in 
the document.

The centre was abandoned 
in 2017 when structural dam-
age became too great to carry 
on operations. The Northern 
Frontiers Visitors Association 
(NFVA) disbanded shortly 
after.

The city took over opera-
tions of a centre, which 
employs two people in the 
lower level at city hall.

"For the foreseeable future, 
the visitors centre will operate 
out of its current location," said 
Alison Harrower, communica-
tions and economic develop-
ment officer.

Colin Dempsey, president 
of the NFVA from 2010 to 
2015, said the centre should 
have been fixed years ago, 
before the damage got of con-
trol.

"It's just too bad," said 
Dempsey. "This does appear 
to be the best and most cost 
effective way to deal with the 
building though."

"I would like to see the 
association stand again. The 
important thing about the 
association that I feel has been 
lost is that we were a real advo-
cate for local business. Frankly 
we provided a lot of support for 
local business than any other 
organization in town."

The GNWT stated the 
cost of complete demolition is 
$597,000, with a public tender 
for the project will be sent out 
in the near future.

Replacing the storied building 
will cost close to  

$6 million less than repairing 
the current structure

$600K to demolish 
visitors centre

by Brett McGarry 
Northern News Services

The Northern Frontiers 
Visitors Centre sits 
empty, decades after it 
first opened in 1992.
Nick Pearce / NNSL photo

news
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A bright and sunny Saturday marked the annual Somba K'e 
Paddling Club's race around Latham Island.

Club president Nick Rivet said that the origins of the race are 
centred around an old bet.

"Years ago, someone made a bet that they could paddle around 
Latham island in 20 minutes," said Rivet. "It hasn't happened yet, 
but each year there is a race to see if it can be done."

Rivet said though it's always a friendly and family race which 
welcomes paddle-boarders, kayakers and canoeists to test their 
skills. This year saw 24 participants with sponsorship and prizes 
contributed from Overlander Sports and Jack Pine Paddle. All 
participants finished safely and the top time went to Eric McNair 
in solo mens kayak with a time of 26 minutes and 32 seconds.

That's a paddlin'

Eric McNair pushes through the finish line to 
come out on top with the fastest time in the mens 
solo kayak with an overall time of 26 minutes and 
32 seconds.

Doug Hart, front, and Nicholas Bauer came in 
first place in the best dog companion category 
with their good girl Frankie.

Nick Rivet, president of the Somba K'e Paddle 
club blows the whistle signifying the start of the 
race around Latham Island.

Connor Cremin came in third place overall with a 
time of 28 minutes and 42 seconds.

Stu Thomas, back, and Jarret Vornbrock came in 
second place overall and fastest time for tandem 
canoe with a time of 26 minutes and 49 seconds.

Cathy Allooloo came in fourth overall and first in womens solo kayak with a time of 28 minutes and 50 
seconds.

Paddlers, canoeists and  kayakers all line up at the start line outside the Latham Island causeway prior 
to the Somba K'e Paddle Club's annual race.

And they're off! A small crowd gathers and paddlers of all stripes push out of the gate in an attempt to 
win the 2019 Somba K'e Paddle Club race.

Northern News Services

WATER  
Feature

by Brett McGarry
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A former Yellowknife 
gymnastics instructor who 
sent a sexually explicit photo 
to an underage girl he once 
coached should receive an 
18-month jail sentence for 
betraying a relationship built 
on trust, a prosecutor argued 
earlier this week.

Ricky Lee Sutherland, 50, 
pleaded guilty in May to one 
count of luring a child under 
the age of 18. The offence car-
ries a mandatory minimum 
sentence of one-year in jail.

Prosecutor Morgan Fane 
said Monday the one-time 
coach should receive a higher 
sentence than the minimum 
term set by Parliament. He's 
calling for a three-year proba-
tion period to follow the jail 
term.

Sutherland's lawyer, Steph-
anie Whitecloud-Brass, asked 
the court not to go above 
the mandatory minimum sen-
tence.

Sutherland, who began 
working a city gymnastics 
club in July 2016, used the 
popular social media app 

Snapchat to send several mes-
sages to the underage victim 
between Feb. 11 and Feb. 12, 
2017, while he was in Toronto.

Snapchat allows users to 
send and receive messages 
and photos that disappear 
within seconds.

Sutherland's penis was vis-
ible in at least one of the 
messages.

The gymnastic centre's 
board of directors, who had 
directed Sutherland and 
all other employees not to 
befriend gymnastics on social 
media, confronted the man 
about the messages when he 
returned to Yellowknife. He 
confessed and cooperated 
with police.

While there is no evi-
dence to suggest Sutherland 
groomed his victim, Suther-
land took advantage of an 
existing relationship when 
he sent the sexually explicit 
image, said Fane.

The victim, who consid-
ered Sutherland a  good 
friend and a trusted coach,  
stated in a victim impact 
statement the offender  shat-
tered  their relationship, 

leaving her feeling betrayed.
Fane noted the offence was 

committed with ease by vir-
tue of the Internet app Suther-
land was using.

The ever-evolving tech 
landscape and the growing 
ease at which luring offences 
can be perpetrated is why 
lawmakers have set a manda-
tory minimum of one-year in 
jail, he said.

The ultimate goal, added 
Fane, is to protect children 
from online predation.

If Sutherland hadn't 
accepted responsibility by 
pleading guilty, the Crown 
would have sought a high-
er sentence in the two-year 
range, said Fane.

Sutherland's guilty plea, 

coupled with his willingness 
to undergo sex offender treat-
ment, were cited as mitigating 
factors by Fane.

Sutherland apologized 
before the court on Monday.

Whitecloud-Brass said her 
client is genuinely remorseful 
for his actions, as shown by 
an apology text he sent the 
victim in October 2017.

She said Sutherland com-
pleted two counselling ses-
sions while out on bail. He 
revoked his bail last month 
and has been in custody since.

Sutherland, who faced 
abuse as a child, is receptive 
to the idea of receiving behav-
ioural cognitive therapy, said 
Whitecloud-Brass.

She agreed probation for a 

period of three years is appro-
priate. Earlier this month, 
Charbonneau threw out a con-
stitutional challenge brought 
forward by Whitecloud-Brass.

Defence argued that in 
Sutherland's case, the man-
datory minimum sentence of 
one-year in jail would amount 
to cruel and unusual punish-
ment, thus violating the Cana-
dian Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms –an application that 
was ultimately dismissed.

Along with a mandatory 
DNA order, Fane recom-
mended Sutherland register as 
a sex offender for 20 years 
after his release.

Charbonneau is expected 
to hand down a decision on 
Sept. 24.

by Brendan Burke  
Northern News Services

Ricky Lee Sutherland, 50, pleaded guilty to luring a child under the age of 18

Eighteen-month jail term  
sought for ex-gym coach

RICKY LEE SUTHERLAND: 
Pleaded guilty in May to 
one count of luring a cild 
under the age of 18.

NNSL file photo
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The 2015 Western Can-
ada Summer Games featured 
Team NT striking out in the 
medal standings altogether. 

That means the 2019 West-
ern Canada Summer Games 
was six times better than four 
years ago.

The territory's athletes 
brought home a total of six 
medals from Swift Current, 
Sask., evenly divided over two 
phases of three medals each.

The 10th and final day on 
Sunday saw Team NT pick up 
its sixth medal of the event.

Cameron Courtoreille of 
Yellowknife was the final 
medallist for the territory 
as he won bronze in wrest-
ling, defeating Tom Haight 
of Manitoba by pinfall in the 
boys 100-kg weight class. It 
was the second time Cour-

toreille got the better of Haight 
in competition as the pair had 
fought during the team duels 
on Friday, which also ended 
in a pinfall victory for Cour-
toreille.

Courtoreille said he used 
his experience to his advan-
tage.

"He was younger and less-
experienced than I was," he 
said. "I knew more about what 
to do in certain situations. He 
held his ground pretty well 
and was strong, though."

Courtoreille was also the 
taller of the two wrestlers but 
he said that doesn't give a 
wrestler any help at all.

"Height isn't an advantage 
for a wrestler," he said.

Quinn Critch and Kaitlyn 
Stewart both had a chance at 
medals as well with Critch 
fighting for bronze in the boys 
63-kg weight class and Stewart 

in the girls 69-kg category but 
both ended up on the wrong 
end of the decision each time 
and finished fourth.

Don Reid, the team's head 
coach, said this year's wrest-
ling competition showed that 
there's no easy weight classes 
at all.

"The Western Canada 
Summer Games isn't getting 
any easier," he said. "You have 
the big provinces coming with 
full teams and I'm not sur-
prised the competition was 
tough. You find out fast what 
you've gotten yourself into 
once you get out on that mat."

Courtoreille also got some 
good news following the 
completion of the wrestling 
competition as he was named 
the flag bearer for the closing 
ceremony on Sunday evening.

He said he wasn't nervous 
about carrying the flag but 
there was one worry.

"I'm always worried about 
falling," he said.

Track and field produced 
a bronze medal on Saturday 
as the medley relay team of 
Nicolas Bennett of Yellow-
knife, Bryce Smith of Hay 
River, Zackary Horton of Hay 
River and Stryden Hult-Grif-
fin of Inuvik finished third. 
The medley relay is different 
from a regular relay in that 
there are varying distances at 
each stage of the race. This 
medley relay started with a 
400-metre dash run by Hult-

Griffin, followed by two 200-
metre dashes run by Horton 
and Smith, while Bennett ran 
the anchor leg of 800 metres.

Bennett said it was the 
first-ever medley relay he's 
been a part of and it was fun 
but the NWT foursome caught 
a huge break during the race.

"Saskatchewan made a 
huge mistake during the 
race and I felt really bad for 
them," he said. "We were get-
ting crushed and their mistake 
meant they got disqualified."

Indeed, rule 107.7 of the 
official rules of track and field 
states, in part, that all passes 
of the baton must be done 
within the take-over zone and 
according to officials, that 

didn't happen during a Sas-
katchewan pass and that meant 
they were given the boot.

Bennett said the mistake 
was so small, it took technol-
ogy to spot it.

"Apparently, it was spotted 
by a drone above the track," he 
said. "It is what it is but it was 
a simple mistake and it sucks. 
There's a reason why there's 
rules."

In tennis, the girls doubles 
duo of Ofira Duru and Monika 
Kunderlik won bronze after 
they bowed out in their  
semi-final contest to the team 
of Jana van Niekerk and  
Charlie McNeil from Sas-
katchewan in the semifinal on 
Friday morning.

Had Duru and Kunder-
lik won, they would have 
advanced to the gold medal 
match later in the day and 
guaranteed themselves a silver 
but the bronze was already 
in the bag as just three girls 
doubles teams were entered. 
Manitoba, the only other con-
tingent in tennis besides the 
NWT, Alberta and Saskatch-
ewan, did not have a girls 
doubles team.

The girls volleyball team 
had a chance for a bronze 
medal as they took on Sas-
katchewan on Sunday mor-
ning but fell in straight sets, 

Let the playoffs begin
The Yk Fastball League's 2019 season comes to an 

end this weekend and it all starts tonight at Tommy For-
rest Ball Park.

The league's playoff tournament will kick off with 
the first set of games beginning at 6 p.m. The action will 
continue all day Saturday with the playoffs beginning 
on Sunday with the championship game set to happen 
at 5:30 p.m.

All six of the league's teams are set to be in action 
with the Home Building Centre Cardinals entering as 
the defending champions.

Club champs to be crowned
This weekend will be a big one at the Yellowknife 

Golf Club.
The annual Club Championships will be held start-

ing tomorrow with players teeing off at 9 a.m. This 
tournament will feature tee-off times as opposed to a 
shotgun start, meaning everyone will tee off from the 
first hole and play all 18 in order. 

Round two will go on Sunday also beginning at 9 
a.m.

It's a 36-hole stroke play tournament with the lowest 
gross score on the men's and women's side winning the 
titles and the bonus prize one of the coveted parking 
spots at the front of the pro shop for the 2020 season.

Another new winner
The Mediocre Golf Association's Yellowknife chap-

ter was out at the Yellowknife Golf Club again for its 
latest event.

This one was called the Douche Bag Invitational and 
happened on Aug. 18 with Daryl Snow becoming the 
latest new winner of the 2019 season as he carded a 90 
to win the big prize of $1.35. 

Kevin Hewitt and Lucassie Morrison were both three 
shots back at 93 and each won 83 cents.

Hewitt's second-place finish was enough to see him 
leapfrog Chris Flannagan and top the overall money 
standings with $4.19 in his seven tournaments this sea-
son while Flannagan sits 12 cents behind.

SPORTS
Check

with James McCarthy
email: sports@nnsl.com

SPORTS HOTLINE • JAMES MCCARTHY
Phone: (867) 873-4031 • Email: sports@nnsl.com • Fax: (867) 873-8507

Sports & Recreation

Six medals the final tally for Team NT  
at Western Canada Summer Games

Half-dozen reasons to smile

photo courtesy of Rob Hart

Nicolas Bennett of Yellowknife, left, Zackary Horton of Hay River, Bryce Smith 
of Hay River and Stryden Hult-Griffin of Inuvik captured a bronze medal for 
Team NT in the boys medley relay in track and field at the Western Canada 
Summer Games in Swift Current, Alta., on Saturday.

by James McCarthy  
Northern News Services

Please see Underdog, page25
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SPORTS CARD
WRESTLING

CAMERON COURTOREILLE

AGE: 16

Cameron was the lone medallist for Team NT in 
wrestling, winning bronze in the boys 100-kg  
category. He was also named the flag bearer for the 
closing ceremony and did you know ... his father  
was the winner of the 2018 Canadian Fly Fishing 
Championship?

photo courtesy of Rob Hart

Nicolas Bennett keeps up the pace during the boys 1,500-metre event on Aug. 15.

photo courtesy of Rob Hart

Allana Zettler awaits the serve during girls vol-
leyball action on Aug. 14.

photo courtesy of Rob Hart

Destiny Hobbs-Stewart takes off from the starting blocks in the girls 400-metre event on Aug. 15.

The best of 
phase two

And so Team NT is all 
done at the Western Canada 
Summer Games in Swift Cur-
rent, Sask.

The second half of the 
Games saw the duo of Monika 
Kunderlik and Ofira Duru 
win bronze in girls doubles 

play while the girls volleyball 
team had a chance to win a 
medal of their own as well. 

Katie Hart is also the 
proud new owner of three new 
territorial records thanks to 
her exploits in girls javelin on 
Aug. 15.

– text by James McCarthy

Northern News Services

GAMES 
Feature

with Rob Hart and Thorsten Gohl
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photo courtesy of Thorsten Gohl

Adam Naugler gets the upper hand on his oppon-
ent during wrestling action on Aug. 16.

photo courtesy of Rob Hart

Jan Martinek, head coach of the tennis team, 
talks with the boys doubles duo of Ethan Carr and 
Nikhilesh Gohil in between games on Aug. 15.

photo courtesy of Thorsten Gohl 

Kaitlyn Stewart blocks a single-leg takedown 
attempt during her match on Aug. 16.

photo courtesy of Rob Hart

Monika Kunderlik returns a forehand during girls 
doubles tennis action on Aug. 15.

photo courtesy of Thorsten Gohl

Cameron Courtoreille attempts to roll his oppon-
ent over for the pinfall during wrestling action on 
Aug. 16. He would eventually be successful.

photo courtesy of Rob Hart

Katie Hart prepares to let fly with one of her attempts in the girls javelin on Aug. 15.

giving them a fourth-place fin-
ish overall.

Head coach Darren Horn 
said he knew his girls would 
be the underdogs but they held 
their own.

"We definitely played bet-
ter than the first time we met," 
he said. "We had been work-
ing on our serving since the 
Canada Cup (in July) and we 
were able to stop the long 
momentum swings they had 
rather quickly, especially in 
the second and third sets."

Both sets of bronze medal 
games were happening at the 
same time as the Saskatch-
ewan boys were up against 
Yukon on the other side of the 
floor, meaning it was a full 
house of home-team support.

Horn said he tried to flip 

the script for the girls heading 
into the contest.

"I told our girls the pres-
sure was on them because of 
the crowd," he said. "I don't 
think they took us for granted 
because they saw us at the 
Canada Cup. Their coach told 
us after the game that he saw 
the improvements from Hali-
fax to here."

Even without a medal 
around their necks, Horn said 
the girls left with no regrets 
and with having met their goal.

"Getting into the bronze 
medal was what we had set 
out to do," he said. "There was 
the big three and we had our 
success against Nunavut and 
Yukon. The girls were nervous 
at the start against Saskatch-
ewan but it wasn't a huge fac-
tor. Once they got going, it was 
like any other game."

Half, from page 23

Underdog girls 
have no regrets
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The Yellowknife Golf 
Club is the place where 
tens of thousands of dollars 
is raised each year through 
fundraising tournaments, but 
there's just one that is just for 
the ladies.

That's the Ryfan Electric/
Adlair Aviation Women's 
Charity Tournament and the 
2019 edition of the annual 

event teed off on Aug. 17 at 
the club. The theme this year 
was Girl Power Is ... with 
teams dressing up in the cos-
tume of their choice which 
best fits the theme.

YWCA GirlSpace was the 
tournament's chosen char-
ity this year and the amount 
wasn't known as of press 
time. See a future edition of 
Yellowknifer for the total.

The ladies take over the links

Linda Khounkhong tees off at the 10th hole.

Sophie Kirby prepares to hit her approach shot 
from the 18th fairway.

Wendy Bisaro chips her way onto the 14th green.Krista Simmons leans into her tee shot at the 
15th hole.

Laurell Graf watches her putt roll toward the hole on the 14th green. It just missed.

Northern News Services

sports & recreation

GOLF 
Feature

by James McCarthy
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"As I reached out for help, I wanted to go back to my community  
and do something positive in my community." 

– Jack.org Yellowknife chapter founder Shania Clark, talking about mental health and school, page B4.

After-school 
wait list

Minister  
Cochrane  
calls for full 
educational 
review

RCMP brings 
fitness to  
students

News

Education

Community

Ready for back to school?
SPECIAL EDITION

NNSL file photos
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From dodge ball to danc-
ing, Yellowknife students are 
learning fitness can be fun 
–  and rewarding –  thanks to 
a police-run in-school exercise 
group.

The RCMP Fitness Squad, 
developed by the Yellowknife 
Detachment's community 
policing and recruitment units, 
is gearing up to bring its array 
of fitness-based activities  
back to city schools this 
fall following a positive 
response from students during  

its inaugural year.
"Last year was really suc-

cessful," said Cpl. Charmaine 
Parenteau, a recruiter with the 
Yellowknife RCMP.

Parenteau, along with com-
munity policing liaison Const. 
Heather Cosenzo, formed the 
Fitness Squad in 2019.

The squad visits Yellow-
knife-area schools, leading 
participating students in a 
host of sweat inducing activi-
ties aimed at building bodies, 
brains and relationships.

During lunchtime or after 
school sessions, students par-

take in exercises ranging from 
running and CrossFit to Zumba 
dancing and dodge ball.

Last year, the campaign 
reached 60 to 80 students at 
Ecole Allain St-Cyr, St. Pat-
rick High School, William 
McDonald and Ndilo's Kalemi 
Dene School.

The RCMP Fitness Squad 
often saw 30 or more eager-
to-exercise students showing 
up at its   Ecole Allain St-Cyr 
sessions.

Parenteau told Yellowknifer 
showing students the impor-
tance of exercising at a young 

age is invaluable.
"I think you need to plant 

the seed early in youth," said 
Parenteau.

"It's about building trust 
and having positive engage-
ments through fitness," she 
said.

The RCMP Fitness Squad 
operates thanks to the con-
certed efforts of teaching staff, 
RCMP and other local law 
enforcement agencies.

Parenteau has brought in 
Mounties from various units 
at the detachment to lead exer-
cises, and the Department of 

Fisheries and Oceans, she 
said, has played a "huge" role 
in helping out with the initia-
tive.

Parenteau said the workout 
sessions, which also give stu-
dents interested in pursuing 
a career in law enforcement 
a taste of what training for 
the job is like, help young 
people see RCMP members as 
"people, not just police."

It's not uncommon for Par-
enteau to run into participat-
ing students outside of school, 
where she's often met with a 
"Hey! Fitness Squad."

Engaging with youth and 
building those relationships 
drives Parenteau to continue 
leading area youth in exercise.

Her favourite part is watch-
ing students grow and thrive 
over the course of the Fitness 
Squad sessions.

"We'd like to get as many 
people involved as we can 
because I think it's such a great 
program," said Parenteau.

The Fitness Squad is slated 
to kick off in late September, 
when RCMP will be reaching 
out to area schools for partici-
pation.

The RCMP's Fitness Squad is back this year with plans to expand program
Workout fun for students

by Brendan Burke 
Northern News Services

Yellowknife RCMP 
Const. Heather Cosenzo, 
left, and Ecole Allain 
St-Cyr teacher Christine 
Levesque, far right, lead 
a group of students in 
dance as part of the Fit-
ness Squad's appearance 
at a community barbecue 
at the detachment in May.
Brendan Burke/NNSL photo

back to school
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Shania Clark is a recent graduate 
of Aurora College's nursing program, 
but during her time there she experi-
enced issues with mental health and 
well-being, a trend that has become 
all too common for students.

"I was going through my own 
personal struggles with my mental 
health being a student and all of the 
changes you go through," said Clark.

That's when she decided to get 
involved.

She founded the Yellowknife 
chapter of Jack.org, a youth-led men-
tal health advocacy organization with 
chapters on school campuses across 
the country, and became a voice for 
those struggling at her campus.

"I attended their national sum-
mit program and found there were 
all these young people going who 
were doing good things for mental 
health," she said. "It didn't matter if 
you had an illness or didn't, we all 
found common ground and I saw that 
even with my own struggle there are 
so many like myself, so I wanted to 
go back to my community and reach 
out to help."

During that same time, Clark felt 
prepared to reached out and start tak-
ing care of herself.

Aurora College has its own school 
counsellor, but dealing with the 
shame and stigma associated with 
getting this kind of help, she decided 
to go through the government to find 
help.

"That's one of the main reasons 

why students don't seek help," she 
said. "I didn't want anyone seeing me 
go through the counsellors office."

Clark reached out Adult Mental 
Health services through the GNWT. 
She found the program great once she 
got in, but it took six months before 
she was approved.

At the same time, she founded a 
Jack.org chapter at her Aurora Col-
lege campus with another student, 
where she became the first female 
Indigenous leader within the organ-
ization.

This same organization recently 
surveyed youth ages 15 to 27 across 
Canada and found 84 per cent cited 
academic pressure as the number 
one factor that creates mental health 
stress.

"As I reached out for help, I want-
ed to go back to my community and 
do something positive in my com-
munity," she said.

Clark focused most of her efforts 
in Yellowknife where she was born 
and raised, visiting high school and 
college campuses presenting roughly 
60 minute talks. She has also had 
the opportunity to do talks in north-
ern Alberta and Saskatchewan in 
Indigenous and Metis communities.

Part of the issue Clark sees on 
most campuses is the lack of infor-
mation and Northern-specific pro-
gramming.

"We need more programming 
available for our youth," said Clark. 
"We have a lot of unique struggles up 
here in Northern Canada than they 
would in southern Canada.

"We still have the histories of 
residential schools which I've seen 
first hand because of my mom is 
from Behchoko and you see all the 
addictions and issues with alcohol 
come though and issues with mental 
health that are happening because of 
all this trauma."

But Clark and other youth lead-
ers on school campuses still do what 
they can, advocating for students to 
keep tabs on their own well-being 
and helping them take the first step 
toward help.

"You want to say just to reach 
out and get help because that's what 
we want, but it's difficult to do that," 
she said.

"The first thing you should be 
doing is looking out for yourself and 
know how to recognize when you're 
not doing well. 

"It's as simple as reaching out to 
someone close to you," she said. "It 
doesn't have to be a counsellor, it 
could be a family member, it could 
be a friend and starting from there."

Youth leader Shania Clark shares story of mental health advocacy at college

Care for students on campus
by Brett McGarry 

Northern News Services

Shania Clark has become  
the first female Indigenous 

youth leader with youth mental 
health advocacy group Jack.

org. Clark founded the Aurora 
College chapter of her  

organization, advocating for 
students under mental stress 

from academic pressures.
photo courtesy of Shania Clark
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Every school in the city has 
a waitlist, said Hawa Dumbu-
ya-Sesay, YWCA's director of 
child and youth services.

Staff and space constraints 
can restrict the YWCA's abil-
ity to meet the city's demand 
for after-school programming, 
Dumbuya-Sesay said. The 
limits of staff working three 
hours daily can also make 
retention difficult.

Calling it the service's 
"biggest" challenge, she said 
"It's hard to get adults that can 
also work three hours a day 
because people have to sup-
port their families." 

Factor in qualifications 
required for staff to meet 
regulatory standards, and 
finding long term staff can 
be hard, especially as some 
staff leave in search of longer 
hours.

"We're lucky to have some 
long-term staff that have been 
with us for years," she said. 
"(They're) able to have full-
time jobs and do it as their 
part-time work."

Allotment of spaces from 
the city's schools also affects 
programming. "If a school is 
only able to give us a couple of 
classrooms, that's all we can 
get," she said.

Dumbuya-Sesay explained 
YK1 has assisted the service, 
providing educational assist-
ants and space to help support 
its efforts.

But the service's growth, 
there are limits. "We can't just 
keep expanding if we don't 
have the staff, if we don't have 
the space," she said.

Mildred Hall, for example, 
can service a maximum of 30 
people. For that number, there 
must be a senior staff mem-
ber who is at least 19 years 
old with relevant work experi-
ence, and then an additional 
two junior staff who are at 
least 16 years old.

There are 12 children on 
its waitlist, and with current 
resources, "We can't increase 
the numbers," Dumbuya-
Sesay said.

The largest backlog the 
program faces is N.J. Mac-
pherson, which is at capacity 
with 70 students and 30 stu-
dents waiting for after-school 
care. 

Meanwhile, Yellowknife 
Day Care Association execu-
tive director Marine Voskan-
yan said that a move across 
the street to Parish Hall 
will allow the association to 
accommodate up to 30 chil-
dren. Pending a decision from 
the city to change zoning, the 

move will take advantage of 
the building's increased space, 
she said.

"The Parish Hall location 
is conveniently located across 
the street from the daycare, 
so it is an optimal location to 
run this program because it 
is convenient for parents with 
kids in multiple programs," 
she stated in an email, adding 
that the building won't func-
tion as new daycare's space.

"The afterschool program 
is for school-aged children 
and is not an additional day-
care location for the care that 
is provided during the day-
time for younger children," 
she stated. 

Voskanyan added that the 
association currently had no 
staffing issues.

As demand rises with the 
beginning of a new school 
year, many barriers will per-
sist.

Demand for spots leaves services searching for space, staff

After-school care waitlists persist
by Nick Pearce 

Northern News Services

Working parents unable 
to pick their children up 

from school will have a 
familiar hurdle this school 
year as they face waitlists 

buckling under demand 
for after-school care.

Nick Pearce / NNSL photo
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A WISH COME TRUE
Skyler Mandigo-Stoba sits in the cockpit of the DC3 –  her favourite plane –  
before departing for San Francisco on Wednesday. Mandigo-Stoba, who was 
diagnosed with Hodgkin's lymphoma last October,  hit the skies on Aug. 14 with 
Buffalo Airway's Joe McBryan as a fulfillment of her Make a Wish request. She 
grew up watching the reality show Ice Pilots and fell in love with the airway's 
appearances, studying the planes, calculating the equations behind their 
flights, and presenting the results in science projects. "I don't like flying that 
much," she said. "But, I love planes."
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Education Minister Caro-
line Cochrane was blunt in the 
legislative assembly on Aug. 
13: The territory's school sys-
tem is "failing" the children 
of the NWT, and it was the 
next assembly's responsibility 
to fix it.

"Our children are our 
future. We keep saying that," 
she said. "If we really believe 
that as a society, we have to 
put our energy, we have to put 
resources behind that and the 
next government has to focus 
more on that."

Cochrane cited NWT's 
low graduation rates, which 
Statistics Canada reported 
were 55 per cent in the 2015-
16 school year –  that sit's at 
24 per cent lower than the 
national average.

She also noted the terri-
tory's low early development 
index, indicating persistent 
vulnerability among young 
children in the NWT. Based 
on numbers from the GNWT, 
42.1 per cent of children in 
the territory were vulnerable 
under the index's measures 
of physical health and well-
being, emotional maturity, 
communication skills and 
general knowledge, social 
competence, language and 
cognitive development.

Those challenges are more 
acute in smaller communities.

The GNWT's report on 
early development found 
almost two thirds of chil-
dren in communities were 
considered vulnerable. And 
a GNWT fact sheet stated 
graduation rates were "con-
sistently lower in our small 
communities, which dropped 
by 12 (per cent) in 2015."

"(A full educational 
review) is needed across the 
Northwest Territories," she 
told MLAs in last Tuesday's 
assembly.

She added that strategic 
leadership was lacking in key 
areas: Some district's educa-
tional authorities don't use 

long-term plans. "That is not 
okay," she said. "How can you 
actually do a strategic plan 
if you don't have long-term 
plans?"

Concerns over an ailing 
education system is nothing 
new. Challenges were appar-
ent in the 2015-16 test results 
in the territory.

Out of the total commu-
nity enrolment, 27.1 and 17.7 
per cent achieved acceptable 
results on their ELA (English 
Language Arts) tests, respec-
tively in Grade 6 and 9. And 
20.7 and 8 per cent of students 
in the communities outside of 
Yellowknife achieved accept-
able results in their tests in 
Grade 6 and 9, respectively.

Excluding absentees or 
incomplete tests partially 
improves those results, but 
conversely leads back to 
underlying issues of poor 
school attendance. Regarding 
those late rates, Cochrane said 
in May "Everybody has been 
blaming everybody else" over 
the poor attendance impeding 
student success.

Tackling these issues 
should be a priority for the 
next government, she said.

"I don't know who will be 
in the House, but I am hope-
ful that one of the regular 
MLAs or Cabinet will actu-
ally grab this and bring it 
forward because I think it is 
time," said Cochrane.

Caroline Cochrane says the  
territory's school system is  

'failing' the children of the NWT
by Nick Pearce 

Northern News Services

CAROLINE COCHRANE: 
Says tackling issues 
should be a priority for 
next government.

Education 
minister 
calls for 
overhaul

Brett McGarry / NNSL photo

UNION TEAM CELEBRATES 50 YEARS
Union of Northern Workers (UNW) president Todd Parsons, poses with vice president Gayla Thunstrom 
and Courtney Dalton at an afternoon in Somba K'e Park on Aug. 17 to celebrate UNW's 50th anniversary. 
Parsons said he might not be around for UNW's next 50 years, but was happy to see a constant stream of 
people coming out to enjoy the weather, good food and music.
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