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ᔮᓐ ᐊᕐᓈᓗᒡᔪᐊᖅ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᒡᔪᐊᕐᒥᐅᑕᑦ 
ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᑦᑎᐊᕐᓂᐊᖅᑐᑦ ᐅᑭᐅᖅ

Promise of big year for JAHS students

Navigating early  
school years  
in Rankin

Big plans 
despite small  
classes in  
Chester

"Sometimes the parents struggle as much with the situation as the kids do."
– Principal Sarah Ayaruak on the journey through elementary school in Rankin Inlet, page 3.

Bonding for new 
school year

photo courtesy of VSS

Staff members at Victor Sammurtok School (VSS), back row from left, Michelle Amarok, Mary Makpah, Blair Tautu and Horace Palmer, middle from left, Linda Putulik, 
Kerry-Anne Gordon and Jack Gordon and, front row from left, Doreen Mullins, Lucy Issaluk, Vicki Tanuyak, Ashley Tanuyak, Savannah Issaluk, Rob Humby, Glen Brockle-
bank, Alex Asfaw and Ana Leishman get to know each other away from the classroom during a VSS staff member land trip near Chesterfield Inlet earlier this month.
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Taking the next step
Move to middle school from elementary  

a big jump for many students

Did we get it wrong?
Kivalliq News is committed to getting facts and names right. 

With that goes a commitment to acknowledge mistakes and run 
corrections. If you spot an error in Kivalliq News, call (867) 645-
3223 and ask to speak to the editor, or email kivalliqnews@nnsl.
com. We'll get a correction or clarification in as soon as we can.

í±ØÍ≤ÒáíÔÄ?
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áîéÖ≤Í´ú. íØêØ Äƒù‚ ÖÚÊéÔÒπØ≤Ò Ä¿íÒπÕ‰ÖÔÍ≤Í´ú 
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ï·∆¿Ò ≤áfl≤, ÇÔ¬∆¬éî Çflˆ (867) 645-3223 Ö±Ø 
ÇÔÍ›ùÀØ¬ü ÜÒïúªÄ«, Ç„·√∏≥î Ô‰íÇÕúòî ééËÍ¬éî 
Çflˆ kivalliqnews@nnsl.com. ÜÒïùÖËª∏≤ÖÒíflî Ç„·√∏≥î 
∂¬∂Ä‰ÖÍ¬ü áÀ∏∂ÒπêÖÊçí. The years spent in elementary school 

during the formative years of one's edu-
cational journey can go a long way 
towards helping a student adapt to ever-
changing environments in the years to 
come, educators agree.

That is, if a student spends those 
years in a nurturing environment such as 
the one found at Leo Ussak Elementary 
School (LUS) in Rankin Inlet.

The staff at LUS begins this school 
year with 305 young students in kinder-
garten to Grade 4.

The task of administering the process 
at LUS is headed by principal Sarah 
Ayaruak, who has 18 years of experience 
in the role.

For Ayaruak, getting a new school 
year off to a good start is an obligation 
not an option.

Ayaruak said every staff member at 
LUS should be prepared to receive the 
students on the first day of school.

She said LUS has been very lucky 
in that it has had little staff turnover 
recently and she views such consistency 
as being important to a school's overall 
success.

"Most kids are in awe when they start 
to attend school for the first time, but 
there's always a few who are not quite 
ready yet," said Ayaruak.

"We give parents time to be with their 
child in the classroom until they're ready 
to begin because most of the time they're 
just having a little difficulty adjusting to 
being away from their parents for, really, 
the first time.

"I also speak to the parents to remind 
them that they knew this day was com-
ing, it's now time to let their child go and 
it's best if they leave as soon as they can 
so the child can adjust to being in the 
classroom without them.

"Sometimes the parents struggle as 
much with the situation as the kids do."

Adults can often forget that, at that 
age, it can be a pretty big jump going to 
middle school from elementary.

Ayaruaq said LUS and Simon Alait-

tuq School (SAS) are restitution-model 
schools (a way back to learning and 
understanding) where children learn to 
be accountable for their actions. 

She said a strong focus on literacy 
with the Grade 4 students and good 
communication between LUS and SAS 
are two of the main keys to a successful 
integration to middle school from ele-
mentary for the kids. 

The Grade 4 and Grade 5 teachers 
meet to share information on which 
students work well together and which 
students do not, so they can try to  
keep things fairly well-balanced as the 
students move to their new school.

"We also give our Grade 4 students 
an orientation day to spend at the middle 
school before the end of the school year.

"We have three Grade 4 classes and 
each one gets to spend their own orien-
tation day at SAS to see the school and 
get to know the staff a little so they're 
comfortable when they move there in the 
coming fall.

"These students have, pretty much, 
had the same teachers since they started 
school and that's a fairly big goodbye – 
our teachers and I are also a little sad to 
see them go every year – but as long as 
there's that connection between students 
and teachers, things go well."

by Darrell Greer
 northern news Services

Rankin Inlet
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Language development
Kivalliq/Nunavut

Inuktut Language Arts 1 (ILA1) – developed for kinder-
garten to Grade 6 by the Department of Education's cur-
riculum development division – and Inuktut Language Arts 
2 (ILA2) – still being developed – are expected to launch for 
field testing in the coming months.

The ILA1 is designed to be used with students whose first 
language is Inuktut and who are very fluent in Inuktut.

Schools that implement the ILA1 curriculum will follow 
the Qulliq model of language instruction for communities 
where Inuktut is the strong first language, students are taught 
to read and write fluently in Inuktut first and English is only 
gradually introduced as a second language.

The goal of the ILA2 curriculum will ultimately be to 
enhance bilingual education by assisting students, parents 
and community members who need to strengthen their Inuk-
tut language literacy and skills, according to a news release 
from the Department of Education.

Fun on the lake
Baker Lake

The fifth annual Festival by the Lake took place in Baker 
Lake from Aug. 23 to 25.

This year's festival was scheduled to feature an impressive 
array of talent and activities.

On the talent side, slated to appear were Juno Award win-
ner for best children's album Al Simmons, LilBear (Christine 
Lamothe) for a hip-hop dance and workshops, hypnotist Jim-
myG and The Jerry Cans.

Activities during the three-day festival included Carnival 
in the Turf, numerous dances and contests, traditional games 
and entertainment, water walking, Hinaani art workshop, 
fireworks display, the Baker Lake premiere of the movie, The 
Grizzlies, parades and much, much more.

Elders gathering
Winnipeg

A national gathering of elders will take place at Winni-
peg's RBC Convention Centre from Sept. 9 to 12.

The event will feature an Elders' Forum on the revitali-
zation of culture and language, reconciliation, missing and 
murdered indigenous women and men, honouring families 
and climate change.

The national gathering will also feature a cultural show-
case, trade show, holistic wellness, a talent show and social 
dance.

photo courtesy of Department of education

Iqaluit Aqsarniit Middle School teacher Kelli 
McLarty of Rankin Inlet holds up an example 
of the Nunavummi Reading Series as, from 
left, Leo Ussak Elementary School teach-
er Margaret Okatsiak of Rankin and middle 
school/high school teacher Lorraine Puqiqnak 
of Gjoa Haven discuss strategies for using the 
books with students.

photo courtesy of noel Kaludjak

Adrianna Pudlat, 5, practices her book order to make sure she gets 
the exact books she wants during her first full year (2018-2019) at 
Leo Ussak Elementary School in Rankin Inlet.

ᐃᑐᕆᔮᓇ ᐳᓪᓚᑦ, ᑕᓪᓕᒪᓂᒃ ᐅᑭᐅᓕᒃ, ᑎᑎᕋᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᔪᖅ ᐅᖃᓕᒫᒐᖅᑖᕆᔪᒪᓂᐊᖅᑕᒥᓂᒃ 
ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᒥ ᐅᑭᐅᒥ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᓇᐅᔪᒥ (2018-2019) ᓕᐅ ᐅᓴᒃ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᐊᓛᕐᒥ 
ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ.

ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᐊᓛᕐᒥ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᓚᐅᖅᑳᖅᖢᓂ 
ᐃᓕᑦᑎᔾᔪᑕᐅᔪᓐᓇᖅᑐᖅ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑐᓄᑦ 
ᓱᖏᐅᑎᔪᓐᓇᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐊᓯᔾᔨᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᔪᒃᑯᑦ 
ᐊᕙᑎᑉᑎᓐᓂᒃ ᐅᑭᐅᓂᒃ ᖃᐃᔪᓂᒃ, 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᔩᑦ ᐊᖏᖃᑎᒌᒃᑐᑦ.

ᐃᒪᓐᓇᐃᑉᐸᑦ, ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑐᖅ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᓕᓵᖅᖢᓂ 
ᑲᒪᒋᔭᐅᑦᑎᐊᖏᓐᓇᖃᑦᑕᖅᐸᑦ ᓲᕐᓗ ᓕᐅ ᐅᓴᒃ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᐊᓛᖅᑎᑐᑦ ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ.

ᓴᓇᔩᑦ ᓕᐅ ᐅᓴᒃ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᐊᓛᕐᒥ 
ᐱᒋᐊᕈᑎᖃᖅᑐᑦ ᐅᑭᐅᖅ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᓇᐅᔪᒥ 
305-ᓂᒃ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑐᖁᑎᖃᖅᖢᑎᒃ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᓕᓵᖅᑐᓂᒃ ᖁᑦᑎᖕᓂᓕᖕᒧᑦ 4-ᒧᑦ.

ᐊᐅᓚᑦᑎᓂᖅ ᓕᐅ ᐅᓴᒃ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖕᒥ 
ᐊᖓᔪᖅᑳᓕᒃ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖕᒥ ᐃᓱᒪᑕᕐᒥ ᓯᐅᕋ 
ᐊᔭᕈᐊᕐᒥᒃ, 18-ᓂᒃ ᐅᑭᐅᓂᒃ ᑕᒪᑐᒥᙵ 
ᓴᓇᕝᕕᖃᖅᓯᒪᓕᖅᑐᖅ.

ᐊᔭᕈᐊᕐᒧᑦ, ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᓇᐅᓂᐊᖅᑐᖅ 
ᓄᑖᖅ ᐱᒋᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᐊᕐᓗᒍ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒃᓴᕆᔭᖓ 
ᐊᓯᐊᒎᕐᕕᖃᙱᑦᑐᖅ.

ᐊᔭᕈᐊᖅ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᑕᒪᕐᒥᒎᖅ ᓴᓇᔨᐅᔪᑦ 
ᓕᐅ ᐅᓴᒃ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖕᒥ ᐸᕐᓇᒃᓯᒪᔭᕆᐊᓖᑦ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑐᖁᑎᖏᑦ ᖃᐃᓂᐊᕐᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ 
ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᒥ ᐅᑉᓗᕐᒥ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᓇᐅᓂᐊᖅᑐᒥ.

ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᓕᐅ ᐅᓴᒃ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᒎᖅ 
ᖁᕕᐊᒋᔭᖓ ᓴᓇᔩᑦ ᐊᓯᔾᔨᓗᐊᖅᓯᒪᙱᒻᒪᑕ 
ᒫᓐᓇᓵᖑᔪᖅ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐃᓱᒪᑉᓗᓂ 

ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ ᐊᓯᔾᔨᑲᑕᓗᐊᖃᑦᑕᙱᓐᓂᖅ 
ᐱᒻᒪᕆᐅᓇᓱᒋᑉᓗᓂᐅᒃ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᐅᑉ 
ᑲᔪᓯᓂᖃᑦᑎᐊᕋᔭᕐᓂᖓᓄᑦ.

"ᑕᒪᕐᒥᓗᒃᑖᖅᑲᔭᑦ ᓄᑕᖅᑲᑦ 
ᐅᐱᑦᑎᐊᖃᑦᑕᕐᒪᑕ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕆᐊᓕᓵᕌᖓᒥᒃ, 
ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᑕᐃᒪᐅᖃᑦᑕᕐᒥᔪᑦ ᖃᑉᓰᓐᓇᑦ 
ᖃᐃᔪᒪᖃᑦᑕᙱᑦᑐᑦ ᒫᓐᓇᑲᐅᑎᒋ," ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ 
ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᐊᔭᕈᐊᖅ.

"ᐊᖓᔪᖅᑳᑦ ᐱᕕᒃᓴᖃᖅᑎᑉᐸᒃᑕᖅᐅᑦ 
ᓄᑕᕋᒥᓃᓚᐅᐱᓪᓚᒍᓐᓇᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖕᒥ ᖃᓄᐃᒃᓴᕈᓐᓃᖅᓯᐊᕆᑉᓗᒋᑦ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕆᐊᓕᓵᖅᑐᑯᓗᐃᑦ 
ᓱᖏᐅᑎᔪᓐᓇᐃᓪᑐᐃᓐᓇᖃᑦᑕᕐᒪᑕ 
ᐊᖓᔪᖅᑳᒥᓂᒃ ᕿᒪᐃᓯᒪᒋᐊᒃᓴᖅ, 
ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᑦᑎᐊᒥ.

"ᐅᖃᖃᑎᒌᓐᓇᖃᑦᑕᖅᑕᒃᑲ 
ᐊᖓᔪᖅᑳᕆᔭᐅᔪᑦ ᐃᖅᑲᐃᑎᒋᐊᖅᖢᒋᑦ 
ᖃᐅᔨᒪᓚᐅᕐᒪᑕ ᑖᒻᓇ 
ᐅᑉᓗᖅ ᑎᑭᑦᑐᒫᕐᓂᖓᓄᑦ, 
ᕿᒪᐃᔪᓐᓇᖅᓯᓂᕋᖅᖢᒋᑦ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᐱᐅᓂᓴᖅᐅᓇᔭᕐᓂᕋᖅᖢᒍ ᐊᓂᑲᐅᑎᒋᒃᐸᑕ 
ᓄᑕᕋᖓ ᓱᖏᐅᑎᔪᓐᓇᕐᓂᐊᕐᒪᑦ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖕᒦᑦᑕᕆᐊᒃᓴᖅ 
ᐊᖓᔪᖅᑳᓕᔭᙱᓪᓗᑎᒃ.

"ᐃᓛᓐᓂᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᖓᔪᖅᑳᕆᔭᐅᔪᑦ 
ᐊᒃᓱᕈᖃᑕᐅᓲᑦ ᓄᑕᕋᒥᑐᑦ."

ᐃᓐᓇᐃᑦ ᐳᐃᒍᕋᔪᖕᒪᑕ, ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ 

ᐅᑭᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ, ᑕᒪᓐᓇ ᐱᒻᒪᕆᐊᓘᔪᓐᓇᕐᒪᑦ 
ᐊᖓᔪᒃᖡᑦ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖓᓄᙵᐅᑉᓗᓂ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᐊᓛᕐᒥᙶᖅᖢᓂ.

ᐊᔭᕈᐊᖅ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᓕᐅ ᐅᓴᒃ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᒍᖅ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓴᐃᒪᓐ ᐊᓚᐃᑦᑐᖅ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᒃ ᐃᓕᑦᑎᒃᑲᓐᓂᕈᓐᓇᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᑐᕌᖓᓂᖃᕐᒪᑕ ᑐᑭᓯᒃᑲᓐᓂᕈᓐᓇᕐᓂᕐᒧᓪᓗ 
ᓄᑕᖅᑲᑦ ᑭᐅᓯᔪᓐᓇᖅᓯᖁᑉᓗᒋᑦ 
ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᕈᑎᒋᔭᒥᒍᑦ.

ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᐅᔾᔨᖅᑐᑦᑎᐊᓲᒡᒎᖅ 
ᐅᖃᐅᓯᓕᕆᓂᕐᒥᒃ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑐᓄᑦ 
ᖁᑦᑎᖕᓂᓕᖕᓄᑦ 4-ᒥ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᐅᖃᖃᑎᒌᑦᑎᐊᕈᓐᓇᖅᓯᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᓕᐅ ᐅᓴᒃ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖕᒥᐅᑕᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓴᐃᒪᓐ 
ᐊᓚᐃᑦᑐᖅ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖕᒥᐅᑕᑦ ᑕᒪᒃᑯᐊ 
ᑕᒡᕙ ᓯᕗᒻᒧᐊᑦᑎᐊᕈᑏᑦ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕖᑦ 
ᐱᓕᕆᖃᑎᒌᖃᑦᑕᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᐊᓛᕐᒥ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ ᖁᑦᑎᖕᓂᖅᓴᒧᑦ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖕᒧᑦ ᓅᑉᐸᓪᓕᐊᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ.

ᖁᑦᑎᖕᓂᓕᖕᒥ 4-ᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ 5-ᒥ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᔩᑦ ᑲᑎᖃᑎᒌᖃᑦᑕᖅᑐᑦ 
ᑐᑭᓯᐅᒪᖃᑎᒌᒍᓐᓇᖁᑉᓗᒋᑦ 
ᓇᓕᐊᒃ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑐᑦ 
ᐱᓕᕆᖃᑎᒌᑦᑎᐊᖃᑦᑕᕐᒪᖔᑕ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᓇᓕᐊᒃ ᐱᓕᕆᖃᑎᒌᑦᑎᐊᖃᑦᑕᙱᒻᒪᖔᑕ, 
ᓇᓕᒧᒌᓕᑦᑎᐊᕈᓐᓇᖁᑉᓗᒋᑦ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑐᑦ 
ᓅᑉᐸᓪᓕᐊᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᓄᑖᒧᑦ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖕᒧᑦ.

ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᓂᒃᑯᑦ ᐱᒋᐊᕈᑎ ᓯᕗᒻᒧᐊᒋᐊᕈᑎ
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᕐᕕᐊᓛᕐᒥ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ ᓅᑉᐸᓪᓕᐊᔪᑦ ᐊᖏᓂᖅᓴᒧᑦ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖕᒧᑦ 

ᐱᒻᒪᕆᐊᓗᒃ ᐊᒥᓱᓄᑦ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑐᓄᑦ
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It was absolutely rejuvenating 
to listen to the passion, hopes and 
excitement in the voices of a number 
of Kivalliq folks in the education field 
during the past few weeks, especially 
those in Chesterfield Inlet and Arviat.

The reason for their optimism as 
they begin a new school year?

The music programs in their 
schools are either returning or 
expanding with the return or addition 
of staff members with a proven track 
record in the performing arts.

The number of schools in our region 
that struggle to initiate or maintain a 
solid music program has long been a 
pet peeve of mine, especially because 
music is so deep-rooted in commun-
ities across the Kivalliq.

A rich tradition in music and dance 
is one of the main snow blocks that 
make the Kivalliq so unique. Con-
sider the super cool local jam ses-
sions posted on social media by Levi 
Katuqaq and friends in Naujaat; the 
foot-stomping grooves of the Baker 
Lake Band at their local community 
hall; square-dance raves in Whale 
Cove and Arviat; the water-hole gath-
erings for open-mic nights hosted 
by Billy Gallant in Rankin Inlet; and 
the national impact of Arviat's Arctic 
Rose, Susan Aglukark.

Our youth can only benefit from a 
solid music program being offered in 
their school. 

And, as I've written in this space 
a number of times during the past 
20-plus years, folks across our region 
– young and old – passionately 
embrace a number of musical styles.

There is no doubt in 
my mind that a number 
of students who clapped 
and cheered for their new 
principal's effort in playing 
our national anthem on 
his flute this past week at 
Victor Sammurtok School 
(VSS) in Chesterfield Inlet 
have personal playlists 
ranging from tweener pop, 
country, hip hop and gang-
sta rap all the way to thrash 
and dark metal.

Such is the ability of 
music to inspire and touch the emo-
tions of people of all ages and from 
all walks of life.

Although I was a little taken aback 
to hear the previous semblance of a 
music program at VSS was held more 
than a decade ago (presented by the 
same aforementioned Billy Gallant), 
I was not the least bit surprised to 
hear the excitement in teacher Glen 
Brocklebank's voice as he spoke of 
the possibilities should music gain 
a bit of prominence among the VSS 
students.

That same rise in excitement could 
be heard in the voice of Arviat drama 
teacher and play director Gord Billard 

as he spoke of Curtis Metcalf's return 
to John Arnalukjuak High School and, 
with him, the return of a full musical 
program to the school.

And, like his fellow educator in 
Chester, Billard was eying 
possibilities and cham-
pioning the cause of music 
programs and their positive 
impact in offering students 
more choices in the well-
rounded education Kivalliq 
teachers and administra-
tors strive to deliver.

Music programs have the 
ability to open the doors of 
inclusion and achievement 
for many students. They 
can also encourage the 
expansion of the imagina-

tion and the desire to learn and 
improve. And, for some, they stoke 
the fires of creativity and present pos-
sible opportunities that heretofore 
went unseen.

Best of all, music programs are 
just plain fun.

Unlike another Kivalliq passion – 
the game of hockey – refrains of 
"let them play" strum the chords of 
creativity, as all the right notes are hit 
and the tone is set to scale adversity, 
bridge gaps and offer a choice stu-
dents can pick and then set their own 
tempo while learning.

It's a win-win situation for all 
involved, bar none.

northern news Services
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BIRthdAy Boy
Dali St. John is the picture of absolute joy 
as he enjoys a spin around town on his 
first birthday, Aug. 23, in Arviat.

photo courtesy of Chelsey St. John
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John Arnalukjuak High School 
(JAHS) is looking to start the new 
school year on a bright note with 
the return of a full music program 
this semester, along with a number 
of other initiatives.

Teacher Gord Billard said 
Curtis Metcalf has returned to 
JAHS, where he ran a great music 
program about four years ago, that 
included the start of an orchestra 
of students and teachers.

He said a number of students 
and teachers learned how to 
play instruments under Metcalf's 
instruction.

"We called it the Arviat Phil-
harmonic Orchestra at the time," 
said Billard with a chuckle.

"We had the orchestra perform 
at our Christmas play and it also 
performed a local concert that 
year.

"I, along with Ross Paterson 
and one other person I believe 
it was, learned how to play the 
trombone, while others learned 
how to play the clarinet, flute and 
trumpet.

"We all had loads of fun learn-
ing and playing, so we're really 
hoping to get that on the go again 
this year."

JAHS principal Don Peters has 

also asked Metcalf to create a 
choir with an emphasis on the 
traditional music of drum dancing 
and throat singing to help develop 
those skills among the students.

Billard said JAHS has always 
had a breakfast program, but it 
was basically only a small snack 
and some juice for the students 
who arrived a little early in the 
morning.

He said things have changed 
this year because the school has 
more money to fund the program.

"We started with about $13,000 
and now, thanks to the Breakfast 
Club of Canada, we have $39,000, 
which is a substantial increase in 
the amount of money we have to 
spend on providing breakfast for 
the kids.

"The teacher who handled 
the program this past year, John 
Lake, will be running it again but 
we're also going to have students 
involved with breakfast prepara-
tion this year.

"Actual meals will be prepared 
instead of small snacks and we'll 
be providing space in the theatre 
and home economics room for the 
students to be served with a hot 
breakfast to start their day.

"We're hoping the program 
will help increase attendance and 
overall morale at the school and 
have the students nourished and 

ready to start the school day on 
good footing with a full belly."

JAHS American Sign Lan-
guage (ASL) interpreter Jody 
Pameolik is planning to offer an 
after school ASL club this year.

Billard said the club will be 
open to all ASL students, as well 
as anyone who wants to learn sign 
language to support and assist 
some of the school's deaf and 
hard-of-hearing students.

He said the drama club will 
be active again this year and the 
school also hopes to continue with 
the various clubs for Skills Can-
ada Nunavut.

"I'm looking at bringing back 
Dracula for our drama club to 
perform as a Halloween play this 
year, as well as something new for 
our Christmas show.

"We may bring back The 
Breakfast Club for our spring 
show because there was a great 
deal of interest shown in it this 
past year.

"Our principal (Peters) also 
intends to use the momentum 
created with its launch this past 
school year to expand his Taek-
wondo club to include students 
in both middle school and ele-
mentary.

"So, all in all, I think we're in 
for a pretty good year at here at 
the school."

School offers students multitude of special clubs and programs 

Busy year ahead at JAHS 
by Darrell Greer

 northern news Services
Arviat

May NiNgeoNgaN

player of the week
Îé∏≤Ò ÖÀ∏Ú≤ÒåÒ á∂ªÖÊπÍ´

Community: Coral Harbour

Sport: Slo-Pitch

Team: Salliq Invaders

May is this edition's player of the week for helping the Invad-
ers get all the way to a divisional final at the Slo-Pitch National 
in Halifax, N.S., on Aug. 5. Awesome run, May!

  Nunavut's Award-Winning Voice of Kivalliq

news ᓄá·∆¿ÖÀî

ᔮᓐ ᐊᕐᓈᓗᒡᔪᐊᖅ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᒡᔪᐊᖅ ᓄᑖᒥ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᓇᐅᔪᒥ ᐱᒋᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᔪᒪᔪᖅ ᖁᕕᐊᓇᖅᑐᒃᑯᑦ 
ᐅᑎᖅᑎᑦᑎᓗᑎᒃ ᑎᑕᖕᓂᕐᒥᒃ ᐃᒻᖏᕐᓂᕐᒧᓪᓗ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕈᑎᒥᒃ, 
ᐊᓯᖏᑦᑕᐅᖅ ᑕᐃᒪᐅᔪᑦ ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᕈᑕᐅᕈᓘᔭᕈᒪᔪᑦ.

ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᔨ ᒍᐊᑦ ᐱᓕᐊᑦ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᑯᕐᑎᔅ ᒫᑦᑭᓕᕝ 
ᐅᑎᕐᒪᒡᒎᖅ, ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᖃᑦᑕᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ ᐃᒻᖏᕐᓂᕐᒥᒃ 
ᑎᑕᖕᓂᕐᒥᒡᓗ ᑕᐃᑉᓱᒪᓂ ᓯᑕᒪᑦ ᐅᑭᐅᑦ ᐱᐊᓂᒃᓯᒪᓕᖅᑐᑦ, 
ᑕᒪᓐᓇ ᐱᒋᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑐᑦ ᑎᑕᖃᑦᑕᓕᖅᖢᑎᒃ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᔩᓪᓗ. ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᖃᑉᓯᑲᓪᓚᒡᒎᖅ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑐᑦ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᔩᓪᓗ ᐃᓕᑦᑎᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ 
ᑎᑕᖕᓂᕐᒥᒃ ᒪᑦᑭᓕᕝ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑎᖦᖢᓂᒋᑦ.

"ᐃᒪᓐᓇ ᑕᐃᓚᐅᖅᑕᖅᐳᑦ ᐊᕐᕕᐊᑦ ᑎᑕᒃᑎᖏᑦ ᑕᐃᑉᓱᒪᓂ," 
ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᐱᓕᐊᑦ ᑎᑉᓯᒃᑕᒃᓯᒪᑉᓗᓂ.

"ᑎᑕᒃᑏᑦ ᑎᑕᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ ᖁᕕᐊᓱᒡᕕᖕᒥ 
ᑕᑯᕋᓐᓈᖅᑎᑦᑎᑎᓪᓗᑕ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑎᑕᓚᐅᕆᑉᓗᑎᒃ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᒥ 
ᐃᒻᖏᖅᑎᑦᑎᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᑎᑕᒃᑎᑦᑎᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᐅᑭᐅᖅ.

"ᐅᕙᖓ, ᕌᔅ ᐸᑐᓴᓐᓗ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐊᓯᖓᓗ 
ᐃᓚᐅᖃᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᑰᖅᑐᖅ, ᐃᓕᑦᑎᓚᐅᖅᑐᒍᑦ ᖃᓄᖅ 
ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᖃᑦᑕᕐᒪᖔᑕ trombone-ᖑᓂᕋᖅᑕᐅᔪᑦ, ᐊᓯᕗᑦ 
ᐃᓕᑦᑎᑉᓗᑎᒃ clarinet-ᒥᒃ, flute-ᒥᒃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ trumpet-ᒥᒃ.

"ᐊᓕᐊᓇᐃᑦᑐᐊᓘᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᖢᓂ ᑎᑕᒃᖢᓂᓗ, 
ᑕᐃᒪᑐᖅ ᑕᒪᓐᓇ ᑲᔪᓯᒋᐊᒃᑲᓐᓂᕐᓂᐊᖅᐳᖅ ᐅᑭᐅᖅ."

ᔮᓐ ᐊᕐᓈᓗᒡᔪᐊᖅ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᒡᔪᐊᕐᒥ ᐃᓱᒪᑕᖅ ᑖᓐ ᐲᑕᔅ 
ᐊᐱᕆᓯᒪᖕᒥᔪᖅ ᒥᑦᑲᓛᕝᒥᒃ ᐃᒻᖏᖅᑎᓂᒃ ᓴᖅᑭᑦᑎᖁᑉᓗᒍ 
ᐊᑐᕐᓂᖅᓴᐅᓗᑎᒃ ᐃᓕᖅᑯᓯᑐᖃᑎᒍᑦ ᐃᒻᖏᕐᓂᕐᒥᒃ ᕿᓚᐅᑎᒃᑯᑦ 
ᕿᐊᕐᕚᕐᓂᒃᑯᓪᓗ ᐊᔪᕈᓐᓃᖅᓴᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᖁᓗᒋᑦ ᑕᒪᒃᑯᑎᒎᓇᖅ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑐᑦ.

ᐱᓕᐊᑦ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᒡᔪᐊᖂᖅ 
ᐅᑉᓛᕈᒥᑕᖅᑎᑦᑏᓐᓇᖃᑦᑕᖅᓯᒪᖕᒪᑦ, ᑭᓯᐊᓂ 
ᑕᒧᐊᑎᑕᐅᕌᕐᔪᑐᐃᓐᓇᖃᑦᑕᓚᐅᕐᒪᑕ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᐃᒥᒐᒃᓴᖅᑐᖅᑎᑕᐅᕙᒃᖢᑎᒃ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑐᑦ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕆᐊᖅᓵᓕᕙᒃᑐᑦ ᐅᑉᓛᒃᑯᑦ ᓂᕆᔪᒪᑉᓗᑎᒃ.

ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᐊᓯᔾᔨᖅᓯᒪᓕᖅᑐᒡᒎᖅ ᐅᑭᐅᖅ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᒃ 
ᑮᓇᐅᔭᖃᕐᓂᖅᓴᐅᓕᕐᒪᑦ ᑕᒪᑐᒧᙵ ᐊᑐᕈᓐᓇᖅᑐᒧᑦ.

"ᐱᒋᐊᕈᑎᖃᓚᐅᖅᑐᒍᑦ ᐃᒻᒪᖄ $13,000-ᒥᒃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᒫᓐᓇᐅᔪᖅ, ᖁᔭᓐᓇᒦᖅᑕᖅᐳᑦ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᐅᑉᓛᕈᒥᑕᖅᑎᑦᑎᔩᑦ, 
$39,000-ᖃᓕᕋᑉᑕ, ᐃᓚᕚᓪᓕᖅᓯᒪᓪᓚᕆᒃᑐᖅ 
ᐊᑐᕈᓐᓇᖅᑕᖅᐳᑦ ᐅᑉᓛᕈᒥᑕᖅᑎᑦᑎᖃᑦᑕᕐᓂᐊᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᓄᑕᖅᑲᓂᒃ.

"ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᔨ ᑲᒪᔨᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ 
ᐅᑉᓛᕈᒥᑕᖅᑐᖅᑎᑦᑎᖃᑦᑕᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐊᕐᕌᓂ, ᔮᓐ ᓖᒃ, ᑕᒪᑐᒥᙵ 
ᑲᒪᓂᐊᓕᕐᒥᔪᖅ ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑐᑦ ᐃᑲᔪᕐᓂᐊᕐᒥᔪᑦ 
ᐅᑉᓛᕈᒥᑕᓂᒃ ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓱᐃᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐅᑭᐅᖅ."

ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᒡᔪᐊᕐᒥ ᐅᖃᔪᐃᑦᑐᓄᑦ ᑐᓵᔨ ᔫᑎ 
ᐸᒥᐅᓕᒃ ᐸᕐᓇᐃᔪᖅ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑐᑦ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕌᓂᒃᑳᖓᑕ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᖃᑦᑕᕈᒪᓂᐊᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐅᖃᔪᐃᑦᑐᓄᑦ 
ᐅᖃᖃᑎᖃᕈᓐᓇᖅᓯᓇᔭᖅᑐᓂᒃ ᐅᑭᐅᖅ.

ᐱᓕᐊᑦ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᑕᒪᓐᓇᒎᖅ ᒪᑐᐃᖓᓂᐊᖅᑐᖅ 
ᑕᒪᐃᓐᓄᑦ ᐅᖃᔪᐃᑦᑐᓄᑦ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑭᓇᑐᐃᓐᓇᕐᒧᑦ 
ᐃᓕᑦᑎᔪᒪᔪᒧᑦ ᐅᖃᔪᐃᑦᑐᓂᒃ ᐅᖃᖃᑎᖃᕈᓐᓇᖅᓯᔪᒪᔪᓄᑦ 
ᐃᑲᔫᑕᐅᖁᑉᓗᒍ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖕᒥ ᐅᖃᔪᐃᑦᑐᓂᒃ 
ᑐᓵᑦᑎᐊᙱᑦᑐᓂᒡᓗ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑐᓄᑦ.

ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᐱᙳᐊᖅᑏᑦ ᑕᑯᓴᐅᑎᑦᑎᓲᑦ Drama 
Club-ᒥᐅᑕᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᓪᓚᕆᖕᓂᐊᕐᒥᔪᒡᒎᖅ ᐅᑭᐅᖅ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᒃ ᑲᔪᓯᑎᑦᑎᔪᒪᓂᐊᖅᑐᖅ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᐊᔪᙱᓐᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᓱᓇᓂᒃ ᓄᓇᕗᒥᐅᑦ ᐃᓚᐅᖃᑕᐅᕝᕕᒋᕙᒃᑕᖓᓄᑦ.

ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑐᑦ ᐊᔾᔨᒌᙱᑦᑑᑎᓂᒃ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑎᑕᐅᖃᑦᑕᕐᓂᖅᑐᑦ ᐃᑲᔫᑎᓂᒡᓗ 
ᐱᑕᖃᕐᓗᓂ 

ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒃᓴᖃᓪᓚᕆᒃᑐᑦ ᐅᑭᐅᒥ ᔮᓐ 
ᐊᕐᓈᓗᒡᔪᐊᖅ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᒡᔪᐊᕐᒥᐅᑕᑦ

John Arnalukjuak High School principal Don 
Peters addresses a group of students on 
registration day in Arviat on Aug. 22.

ᔮᓐ ᐊᕐᓈᓗᒡᔪᐊᖅ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᒡᔪᐊᕐᒥ ᐃᓱᒪᑕᖅ ᑖᓐ ᐲᑕᔅ 
ᐅᖃᓪᓚᒃᑐᖅ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑐᓄᑦ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᓂᐊᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᐊᑎᓕᐅᖅᑕᐅᔭᖅᑐᖅᓯᒪᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᐊᕐᕕᐊᓂ ᐊᒐᓯ 22-ᒥ.

photo courtesy ofGord Billard

don Peters instructs a young student on her kicking technique dur-
ing a get together of the new Taekwondo club in Arviat earlier this 
year.

ᑖᓐ ᐲᑕᔅ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᔪᖅ ᓄᑕᕋᑯᓗᖕᒥᒃ ᖃᓄᖅ ᑐᑭᖅᓯᒋᐊᕋᔭᕐᒪᖔᑦ 
ᑲᑎᓚᐅᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᓄᑖᑦ ᑕᐃᑯᐊᓐ – ᑑᒥ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᓂᐊᖅᑐᑦ ᐊᕐᕕᐊᓂ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᓇᐅᔪᖅ 
ᐱᒋᐊᓕᓵᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ.
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STREET talk
with Darrell Greer

kivalliqnews@nnsl.com

ᐊᔾᔩᑦ What are your plans after  
graduating high school?

Derek Fredlund:
"I'm going to become an RCMP 
officer."

Faith Voisey:
"I'm going to work for a year 
and save for college."

Jason Panika:
"I'm going to trade school here 
in Rankin for carpentry."

Jaydene Pilakapsi:
"I'm going into the nunavut 
Teacher's education program 
(nTeP)."

Teegan Tucktoo:
"I'm going to look for work 
locally."

Sandy Kaludjak:
"Stay here for a year to make 
money and then apply to col-
lege."

Horoscopes  
August 28 to Sept. 3

ARIES - Mar 21/Apr 20
Aries, you may be feeling sociable this week. Make 
the most of opportunities to hang out with those 
people you prefer to spend time with regularly.

TAuRuS - Apr 21/May 21
Your work will be a labor of love for someone special, 
Taurus. Even though you are doing it for generous rea-
sons, give yourself ample time to breathe and unwind. 

GEMInI - May 22/Jun 21
Gemini, your routine offers you comfort this week, but 
you may want to find some way to veer off course for 
a little bit. Who knows what waits around the bend?

CAnCER - Jun 22/Jul 22
Cancer, you may be worrying about things that are 
troubling you instead of enjoying time spent with 
friends. Enjoy time with loved ones and your troubles 
will subside. 

LEo - Jul 23/Aug 23
Surround yourself with loved ones this week, Leo. You 
will take away much joy from these interactions. Do 
something fun and playful with siblings or cousins.

VIRGo - Aug 24/Sept 22
Virgo, you may feel the need to be responsible for 
others over the course of the next few days. They can 
probably handle themselves, but a little help never 
hurt.

LIBRA - Sept 23/oct 23
Libra, if you have put a high level of trust into other 
people, you won't be disappointed when they live up 
to all of your expectations. Take some time to thank 
them. 

SCoRPIo - oct 24/nov 22
Scorpio, you may feel a desire to be fully understood 
by others this week. But they can only understand 
you if you've open and honest with them. Be more 
forthcoming. 

SAGITTARIuS - nov 23/Dec 21
Sagittarius, you are alert and inspired this week and 
you may be on a quest to expand your social circle. 
Go to community events or other social activities in 
your area.

CAPRICoRn - Dec 22/Jan 20
Capricorn, little financial uncertainty should compel 
you to take inventory or even revise spending habits. 
Unforseen circumstances can pop up. 

AQuARIuS - Jan 21/Feb 18
You may feel confused about your current situation in 
life, Aquarius. This may be the case if you've compar-
ing yourself to others. You've actually doing quite well.

PISCES - Feb 19/Mar 20
Pisces, innovative solutions are on the tip of your 
tongue. You just need to organize your ideas to 
present them to others.

photo courtesy of willy Twyee Konowalchuk

hAPPy dAy At SeAl lAnd
John Davis Makkigak of Rankin Inlet holds the tail of the beluga whale he 
landed at natsiktalik (Seal Land) on Aug. 21.

Darrell Greer/NNSL photo

lovIng the RIde
A bright red fire truck is always a big hit with the younger set and it was no dif-
ferent during the Pulaarvik Kablu Friendship Centre’s Meet Your Local Heroes 
at the John Ayaruaq Library in Maani Ulujuk Ilinnarvik in Rankin Inlet on Aug. 8.
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It's all about boosting spirits and 
building enthusiasm for a fresh new year 
during the first few weeks of school 
at Victor Sammurtok School (VSS) in 
Chesterfield Inlet.

Diminishing student numbers – the 
student population fall below 100 on 
any given day – present their own chal-
lenges, but they're met quickly by VSS 
staff members on both sides of the 
blackboard.

The past few years VSS staff mem-
bers have gone on a land trip to have 
some fun and get to know each other 
better.

Teacher Glen Brocklebank said the 
trip affords staff members the chance 
to get to know everyone outside of the 
school building.

He said it's a relaxing, casual day of 
walking around, picking berries, look-
ing at things and great coversation.

"Everyone just starts to talk, laugh 
and joke around," said Brocklebank. 
"We share some food and experiences 
with each other and get to know people 
as people."

The official first day of school at VSS 
was Aug. 15 and the 2019 graduation 
ceremony was held the very next day 
with six Grade 12 graduates receiving 
their high school diplomas.

The beginning of school also means 
the annual launch of the VSS qajaq 
program.

Brocklebank said only students in 
Grades 9 to 12 are allowed to participate 
in the program, which has left the pro-
gram with a very small cohort this year.

He said the Grade 3/4 class has 26 
kids, which is more than there is in 
Grades 9 to 12 combined.

"We only have about 16 to 18 students 
in the high school right now. 

"Our entire student population might 
be a little over, or a little under, 100 if we 
had every kid in our school."

This year's lower number of students 
has not affected the positive atmosphere 
at VSS.

Brocklebank said right off the hop all 
the students were brought into the school 
gym for a welcoming assembly.

He said after everyone was welcomed 
back, staff members went over the rules 
of the school with the students.

"The rules for our school are actually 
fairly easy," he said. "They're, basically, 
respect yourself, respect others and then 
respect the building.

"We do talk about what each of those 
mean because the concept of respect 
is quite arbitrary anyway, but we talk 
about what it means to treat yourself 
okay, treat others okay and take care of 
the school."

Brocklebank said VSS has a new 

principal, Jack Gordon, who taught in 
Arviat for two years before coming to 
Chester for the next three.

"He actually has a background in 
music, plays what I would describe as 
a jazz flute and has already played 
a couple of songs for the kids," said 
Brocklebank.

"And one of our other teachers is 
starting a guitar club this year. Our 
school hasn't had a music program since 
Billy Gallant was here about 11 years 
ago.

"We have a big gap in what we're 
offering our students but now, this year, 
we've identified that and are developing 
a plan to, sort of, supplement what we're 
offering at our school."

The opportunity to display the power 
of music presented itself quickly with 
the school's morning playing of O Can-
ada checking-out halfway through this 
past week.

Brocklebank said the new principal 
simply picked up his flute and played the 
national anthem himself.

He said the move went over well with 
the students.

"All the kids were clapping and 
cheering at the end of it.

"We're going to have a positive year 
here at VSS and everyone seems to feel 
it.

"I'm super-pumped for the start of a 
new school year and so are the kids."

Students and teachers pumped for new year  
despite declining student numbers 

Big year for a small 
number in Chester

photo courtesy of Glen Brocklebank

Students, clockwise from left, Amber Aggark, Mike Simik, Adrianna Putulik and Davna Aggark work on a 
group meal plan and cost activity on Aug. 23 at Victor Sammurtok School in Chesterfield Inlet.

by Darrell Greer
 northern news Services

Chesterfield Inlet
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