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Bed bugs biting  
in Fort Simpson

"There are land use plans out there that don't have agriculture listed, even, as a permitted use."
– Joel Holder, director of economic diversification for the Department of Industry, Tourism and Investment,  

talking about developing policies for agriculture in the North, page 4.

NWT Housing Corporation says public housing's problem mitigated with purchased equipment
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A recently reported outbreak of 
bed bugs at public housing units in 
Fort Simpson earlier this month has 
many in the village raising the alarm 
about an ongoing problem with the 
invasive pests, despite claims by the 
NWT Housing Corporation that the 
issue has largely been resolved with 
recently purchased heating equip-
ment.

Tom Williams, CEO and president 
of the NWT Housing Corporation 
(NWTHC) admitted this week that 
bed bug infestation has been a grow-
ing problem in public housing, mostly 
in the southern NWT over the last 
few years. The corporation was able 
to respond and treat reports of bed 

bugs in the Fort Simpson "nine-plex," 
where individual tenants rent, and in 
"the clusters," where seniors stay.

"Because (bed bugs were) start-
ing to become more frequent, we 
managed to purchase our own equip-
ment," said Williams, adding that the 
July outbreak at the Stanley Isaiah 
Seniors Home was the second such 
incident there this year. "We got 
people trained, including the local 
maintenance staff to be able to use 
our equipment."

Williams said a report that came 
back from his staff earlier this week 
showed that the problem at the two 
largest public housing units in Fort 
Simpson was rectified.

"A report I got late last week 
stated that everything seems to be 
back to normal," he said. "So I think 
we resolved the issue."

Williams said the reason he's con-
fident about the corporation's abil-
ity to address the issue is because 
of the efficiency of the treatment 
process itself. Rather than schedul-
ing time for an exterminator like 
Edmonton-based Orkin Canada to 
come North, extreme heating equip-
ment purchased over the last year has 
meant shorter treatment times and 
less disruption to tenants.

"The word or rumours that have 
been put out in the public is that we 
have to relocate people (tenants) for 
six to eight weeks, but that is not the 
case," Williams said.   "It is a four-
hour treatment. You ask (the tenants) 
to leave the premises for four hours 
and ask them to move everything 
away from the walls and (our trained 
people) go in and treat it.

"The next day they get a vacuum 
and vacuumed up any of the dead 
bed bugs and then it is monitored on 
a regular basis to see if they come 
back."

Local Housing Authority  
disbanded 

Last week the corporation dis-
banded the Fort Simpson Local 
Housing Authority. More than one of 
the sources that News/North reached 
this week insisted that the corpora-
tion is under-stating the severity of 
the bed bug problem.

"The NWTHC is trying to cover 
up a public health issue that is affect-
ing elderly/disabled Metis/First 
Nations residents in the two largest 
public housing complexes in Fort 

Simpson (nine-plex and clusters)," 
stated an email from one individual.

According to the source, the most 
recent bed bug problem stretches 
back to last fall when there were 
"some" units heat treated by the hous-
ing corporation due to the presence 
of the parasite. However, between 
January and March, "several sight-
ings were reported, with some units 
deemed infested due to 1,000s of 
bedbugs," the source stated.

According to the source, the Fort 
Simpson Housing Authority (FSHA) 
manager ordered all public housing 
units to be heat treated between April 
and May, but this was done one unit 
at a time.

"In June, bed bugs were reported 
again in the clusters, so the FSHA 
manager called an emergency inter-
agency meeting," the source stated, 
noting that this meeting included 
representatives from the Health and 
Social Services Authority, Liidlii 
Kue First Nation, Northwest Terri-
tories Housing Corporation, Dehcho 
First Nation, Metis Nation, a seniors' 
advocate, Nahendeh MLA Shane 
Thompson, and department officials 
from the GNWT Department of 
Health and Social Services. "This 
was to inform the community of this 
impending disaster. Neither minister 
(Alfred Moses nor Glen Abernethy) 
attended or sent a representative."

The source stated that at this 
meeting, a decision was made by 
the FSHA that the best course of 
action was to evacuate all 40 resi-
dents occupying the nine-plex and 
clusters buildings "to heat treat, clean 
and discard of all mattresses/couches.

In an email response from the 
Department of Health and Social 
Services (HSS), department officials 

denied the minister had been invited 
to any meeting. The email also stated 
HSS "hasn't received any complaints 
regarding bed bugs in the Fort Simp-
son area."   However, in an email 
obtained by News/North dated July 
12, 2019, addressed to HSS minister 
Glen Abernethy and housing minis-
ter Alfred Moses, Nahendeh MLA 
Shane Thompson wrote: "Please be 
advised the bedbugs issue is very 
much alive and well unfortunately."

"The NWTHC was approached 
for assistance in funding/co-ordinat-
ing this effort, which was supposed 
to occur in July," the source stated, 
adding that this would have involved 
moving the residents to another 
location as well as providing clean 
clothes, cots, meals and new mat-
tresses or couches until they were 
able to return to the units.

"The whole process (was) esti-
mated to take four to eight weeks 
for both locations. NWTHC has not 
provided any assistance in this matter 
and their senior staff ... even publicly 
deny there is a problem."

More bed bugs discovered  
in other units

Yet another public housing com-
plex on Antoine Drive was discov-
ered to have bed bugs in mid-July, 
the source wrote. "Since July 17, 
2019 bed bugs have been confirmed 
in several units in the clusters with at 
least three being infested," the source 
stated.

Yet, as of early July, the corpora-
tion was taking the stand that all bed 
bug issues were dealt with in Fort 
Simpson, that all units in the seniors 
complex were treated and that there 
was no need to evacuate any of the 
units for longer than the four hours 

because of the effectiveness of the 
treatment.

Muaz Hassan, a board mem-
ber with the Fort Simpson Hous-
ing Authority, who was among those 
the local housing authority board 
disbanded last week, said it's well 
known in the community that the bed 
bug issue is more pervasive than what 
the corporation is saying.

"It's a big issue," Hassan said. 
"The corporation denies that we have 
a bed bug issue."

Thompson said he has spent weeks 
corresponding with both Abernethy 
and Moses. Thompson was informed 
earlier last week that the problem 
was rectified. He said he realizes that 
some in the community, including 
the recently dismissed local housing 
manager and housing authority board 
members, dispute this point.

"My understanding is when I talk-
ed to the manager when we had the 
(June) meeting, I was advised that 
bed bugs were still an issue and that 
(the housing authority) were working 
on a plan and reached out to organi-
zations like the NWT Senior Soci-
ety," Thompson said. "All I know is 
that as of (early this week) I received 
an email from the minister that the 
bed bug issue has been addressed."

Thompson said the GNWT 
Department of Health and Social 
Services has begun providing com-
munications about the health impli-
cations of bedbugs. According to a 
document on the department's web 
page called Bedbugs the red-brown, 
oval-shaped insect does not carry 
disease, but does feed off of human 
blood. They can easily be transferred 
through clothing and furniture and 
tend to bite at night while hiding dur-
ing the day.

submitted photo

A photo from a source in Fort Simpson was taken at one of the senior's units in the clusters. 
The location, according to the source, has been 'treated' for bedbugs numerous times since 
August 2018) and shows bedbugs/eggs on some furniture. 

by Simon Whitehouse 
Northern News Services

Liidlii Kue/Fort Simpson

Serving up 
healthy 
cooking

Greenhouse 
projects in 
the North
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A young man from Fort 
Simpson has dreams of feed-
ing his community with 
locally-grown food.

William Alger, 20, says 
he's researching which breeds 
of cattle and types of crops 
to plant on a farm he hopes 
to start up once he's done 
school.

"Getting land for it won't 
be a problem," said Alger.

The young man's grand-
father farmed in the area 
a long time ago, and while 
Alger wasn't able to meet his 
grandfather before he died, 
Alger says his family and the 
community at large are very 
supportive of his plans to 
continue that legacy – espe-
cially as he's doing it with the 
community in mind.

Addressing food security
Alger had been study-

ing education at Vancouver 
Island University over the 
past year when he realized, 
last summer, that he wanted 
to do something to address 
food security and help out 
Fort Simpson and the region.

With a love of animals 
and working with soil, he set 

his sights on homesteading. 
In addition to fresh produce, 
which he intends to sell at 
affordable prices, he's looking 
into cattle and other livestock, 
such as goats and chickens.

Ahead of getting the farm 
started, he's upgrading his 
marks in order to enroll in 
VIU's four-year tourism man-
agement program.

"I think those things will 
go well together."

When Alger returns 
North, he intends to study 
agriculture and business 
online while he gets his oper-
ations going.

Nahendeh MLA Shane 
Thompson commended 
Alger's plans in the legislative 
assembly on June 6.

"William recognizes 
unnecessary struggles North-
erners face in attaining nutri-
tional food (and) feels it is 
extremely unfair to charge 
Northern people extremely 
high amounts for food, which 
is a basic human need," said 
Thompson.

"William's vision is posi-
tive, comes back to the com-
munity, and makes a positive 
impact, witnessed its flour-
ishing growth through agri-
culture, which is an untapped 
resource."

by Tim Edwards 
Northern News Services

Liidlii Kue/Fort Simpson

Young Fort Simpson man aims to produce  
fresh, local food for his community

A homestead on the horizon
NWT agriculture

photo courtesy of William Alger

William Alger, 20, is planning to start 
a homestead when he's done school 
and grow affordable food to sell in the 
region.
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With diamond mine closures getting 
ever closer, Northerners are looking hard 
at how to diversify the NWT's economy, 
and agriculture's showing early promise as 
a new sector.

"There's lots of potential here for small-
scale agriculture and we have potential for 
some commercial agriculture," said Frame 
Lake MLA Kevin O'Reilly, "but I think the 
effort that we put into agriculture should 
really be around food security for families, 
households and communities."

O'Reilly's own home garden produces a 
large amount of food for his family – car-
rots, potatoes, salad greens, string beans, 
cauliflower, zucchinis and tomatoes.

"If we can do this in Yellowknife, you 
can do it in virtually every community 
here," said O'Reilly.

"The Arctic coastal communities might 
be a little bit more of a challenge, but there 
is a greenhouse in Inuvik and I understand 
there's one in Paulatuk and one in Sachs 
Harbour that are going up this summer."

In addition to growing healthy food that 
can be sold cheap locally, therefore helping 
in the struggle against high costs of liv-
ing, community production can also help 
reduce the amount of freight that has to be 
shipped North, lowering emissions from 
transportation.

O'Reilly thinks agriculture could be an 
important part of a new Northern economy 
that, in his view, should also include a 
strong polytechnic university, an expanded 
fishery and more effort into the conserva-
tion economy and tourism.

In addition to greenhouse and garden 
projects, entrepreneurs have been finding 
unique niches for local food production.

Travis and Susan Wright started up 
what the GNWT says could be the north-
ernmost apiary – that is, beehive operation 
– in the world. Fed off fireweed, wild red 
clover and goldenrod, the Wrights' bees 
produce a unique product that's marketed 
as Bush Pilot Honey.

Outside Yellowknife, France Benoit is 

putting 6,000 square feet of land to use 
producing food that she sells at the city's 
farmers market on Tuesdays in the sum-
mer.

One particular success story is Polar 
Eggs, which employs five at its growing, 
medium-sized business in Hay River.

"It has a large impact on Hay River and 
who knows, they have potential to be even 
bigger perhaps," said Joel Harder, director 
of economic diversification for the Depart-
ment of Industry, Tourism and Investment.

Family-run Boden Farms, outside Hay 
River, also had a banner year in 2018 as 
it shifted from a small-scale operation to 
a commercial enterprise, producing 1,800 

kilograms of Russet, Red Norland and 
Yukon Gold potatoes from its 48 acres.

Meanwhile, also in Hay River, the 
Northern Farm Training Institute is 
running strong, helping train budding 
greenthumbs across the NWT.

O'Reilly says the territory needs to find 
more ways to make land accessible for 
farming across the NWT, in addition to 
more dollars for training.

It won't match the types of job numbers 
and incomes offered through the NWT's 
diamond mines, which contribute close 
to a quarter of the NWT's gross domestic 
product, but four or five jobs in a given 
community could make a difference.

Did we get it wrong?
News/North is committed to getting facts and names 

right. With that goes a commitment to acknowledge mis-
takes and run corrections. If you spot an error in News/
North, call (867) 873-4031 and ask to speak to an editor, 
or email editorial@nnsl.com. We'll get a correction or 
clarification in as soon as we can.

MLA says agriculture could play an important role  
in diversifying the NWT's economy

Local food, local jobs
photo courtesy of the Northern Farm Training Institute

Northern farmers get to work at the Northern Farm Training Institute.

photo courtesy of Kevin Wallington

Polar eggs is a growing business in the NWT that employs five at its 
facilities in Hay River.

NEWS
Briefs

Containment of Awry Lake and 
Marian Lake fires underway

Behchoko
The Awry Lake wildfire, which is roughly 41-km 

northwest of Yellowknife, now covers 3,555 hectares, 
NWT Fire stated in a Thursday update.  

A spokesperson said ground crews have secured 
the northeastern boundaries of the fire. The next step 
is "a planned ground ignition" that will burn avail-
able fuel and stop it from growing along its eastern 
edge.

Helicopter support meanwhile aims to prevent 
the fire from spreading past control lines, which 
could result in smoke northwest of Yellowknife. The 
fire is not an immediate threat to the city. A July 24 
update also said that  six crews and three helicopters 
were attacking the Marian Lake blaze 12-km north 
of Behchoko.

The fire does not pose an immediate threat to the 
community. As of Thursday, the ground crews had 
contained half of the fire's perimeter with helicopter 
and air tanker support.

– Nick Pearce

Intranasal naloxone kits available
NWT

Intranasal naloxone kits will be available free 
of charge at clinics, pharmacies, health centres and 
hospitals in every community in the territory. 

The injectable form of naloxone has been avail-
able in the NWT since 2016 but the newly available 
form is preferred for its efficacy and ease of use, 
stated the GNWT in a Tuesday news release.

Roughly 675 kits have been distributed since 
2016. Health Canada statistics show that eight opioid-
related deaths have occurred in the NWT since 2016.

– Brett McGarry

Clean energy projects  
get $3.8 million   

NWT
MP Michael McLeod announced $3.8 million 

for clean energy projects in the North while visiting 
Yellowknife on July 23.

Among the projects, Ottawa will spend $2 million 
on research aimed at mineralizing carbon dioxide, 
which traps the substance in cement and could dras-
tically reduce emissions from the territory's mines.

The federal money will allow the technology to 
transition from the lab to field work, Project Lead 
and Professor Greg Dipple told reporters July 24. 
Field trials will start with Gahcho Kue Diamond 
Mine within the next two weeks, and will focus on 
recapturing carbon dioxide from electricity genera-
tion. 

The process will bind carbon dioxide to a "solid, 
mineral form, where it can remain in a benign state 
for thousands of millions of years."

– Nick Pearce

Numbers are in for the NWT 
NWT

While a mining boom is boosting growth in 
neighbouring territories, the NWT's economy will 
likely stumble as its mines pass peak production, 
according to a recent Conference Board of Canada 
report.

After a roughly two per cent growth rate, weak 
mining investments will lead to sluggish growth 
projections in the long-term, the July 10 report stated.

Meanwhile, two new mines will ease the decline 
of the territory's diamond sector over the next 
decade, but will not fully replace the losses. 

In its report, the Conference Board of Canada 
further stated that sluggish mining growth will affect 
other sectors – especially construction – and will 
push workers out of the territory.

 The latter trend will make it more difficult to 
cover the costs of the territory's aging population, it 
said. Conversely, the health care sector is expected 
to enjoy employment growth, along with other non-
commercial services.

– Nick Pearce

by Tim Edwards 
Northern News Services

NWT

NWT agriculture
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Agriculture has a short history 
in the North and the GNWT, while 
working to support new small oper-
ations, is still developing policies for 
how to manage the industry.

"It's new to communities, it's rela-
tively new to government," said Joel 
Holder, director of economic divers-
ification for the Department of Indus-
try, Tourism and Investment.

"There are land use plans out 
there that don't have agriculture list-
ed, even, as a permitted use."

Holder said ITI is working with 
the departments of Land, Health and 
Environment and Natural Resources 
to work out the kinks of a new regula-
tory regime around the industry.

"In working with lands, we cur-
rently don't have land tenure avail-
able for agriculture in the NWT. So, 
they're looking at making amend-
ments to the territorial and lands act 
that would be more beneficial for 
agriculture, working towards an agri-
cultural land tenure."

He said land use is a lot clearer in 
regions with settled land claims and, 
currently, ITI has been doing a lot of 
its agriculture boosting on sites that 
are operator-owned.

From the public side, the NWT 
Food Network has cropped up over 
the last year, under the umbrella of 
Ecology North, and will have an 
annual general meeting this fall to 
pick a board of directors.

"We are a member-run non-profit 
organization of farmers and other 
participants of the (food system) from 
across the NWT," wrote co-ordin-

ator Tom Mooney in introducing the 
organization to the MLAs as it pro-
vided feedback on Public Lands Act 
on July 5.

"Together we promote collabor-
ation and knowledge sharing, and 
advocate for local food systems."

Holder said the GNWT is hoping 
to work with the network to offer 
training opportunities through them.

"They see themselves as a lobby 
group and we work closely with them, 
as they are supporters of the produ-
cers of the NWT and a voice for the 
producers. We use them for a sound-
ing board for initiatives and through 
them we get feedback from producers 
as far as government ideas and pro-
posed changes, potential impacts."

The GNWT released its first 
NWT Agriculture Strategy in 2017, 
with goals stretching between then 
and 2022. The strategy has a list of 
actions and activities to implement 
along the way.

Holder said the government is still 
"in early days" of implementing the 
strategy, and that it's using funding 
from the federal Canadian Agricul-
tural Partnership to do so. It got close 
to $500,000 from the program this 
fiscal year.

Canadians can also access fund-
ing directly from the partnership to 
help their own operations in areas 
such as training, small scale food 
production, and research.

"One of the things that we've been 
able to achieve in the early days is 
increasing the number of producers 
that we've got across the NWT and 
giving them opportunities so that 
they can participate in the economics 
of that agriculture," said Holder.

by Tim Edwards 
Northern News Services

NWT

graphic courtesy of the GNWT

The GNWT produced its first agriculture strategy in 2017.

The Business of Food:  
A Food Production Plan

Le commerce de l’alimentation : 
pour un plan de production alimentaire

NORTHWEST TERRITORIES AGRICULTURE STRATEGY

STRATÉGIE AGRICOLE DES TERRITOIRES DU NORD-OUEST

Le présent document contient la traduction française du résumé.

2017 – 2022

2017 à 2022

NWT agriculture

The GNWT is beginning  
to hammer out how it  
regulates agriculture

New to communities,  
new to government
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As greenhouses expand 
across the NWT, greenthumbs 
are beginning to realize that 
the North can be a great place 
to grow food.

"The climate is actually 
not that big of a challenge," 
said Brittany Wever of Sahtu 
Gardens in Norman Wells.

"I can't grow tomatoes out-
side, but I couldn't grow them 
outside in Edmonton, either, 
as well as I can in a green-
house. And there are less pests 
than down south."

Wever's family started this 
business four years ago, tak-
ing over from Produce North, 
which had existed for close to 
10 years prior.

"At the beginning it was 
just the flower greenhouse 
and we've almost doubled 
the amount that we sell out 
of that," said Wever, adding 
they've also doubled vegetable 
production.

They sell starter plants, 
such as tomatoes; eggs; live 
chickens and live pigs, which 
are butchered in a communal 
fashion; vegetables such as 
zucchinis, carrots and cucum-
bers; and they've recently put 
in haskap berry bushes and a 
strawberry patch.

"Every corner of our yard 
is now in production of some 
kind," said Wever.

Sahtu Gardens is one of 
several greenhouse and gar-
den projects around the ter-
ritory that are proving to be 
successful.

A 1,500-square-foot 

greenhouse was built in Gam-
eti in 2016, adding onto the 
community's thriving garden 
space, which has grown to 
1.5 acres this year. Between 
2014 and 2018, the operation 
has produced close to 8,864 
kilograms of potatoes, 445 
kilograms of pork, 130 kilo-
grams of poultry and more 
than 2,000 dozens of chicken 
eggs.

The Peel Garden Society, 
offering various classes out of 
its greenhouse, has doubled its 
membership to 14 since 2017.

The Inuvik Greenhouse, 
perhaps the territory's best-
known, keeps going strong, 
too.

"They've built a real sense 
of community around that 
place and that they've been 
selling locally grown food 
there for quite a while," said 
Joel Holder, director of eco-
nomic diversification at the 
Department of Industry, Tour-
ism and Investment.

Holder says the reputations 
of the territory's greenhouses 
have extended out of the NWT 
and into the academic world, 
with researchers coming up to 
look at greenhouse operations 
in a cold climate.

That research not only 
helps Northern greenhouses 
become more efficient, but 
lets other communities learn 
from the NWT's successes.

"They learn from the suc-
cesses the greenhouses have 
had and take some of those 
success stories and move them 
to other northern commun-
ities across the country," said 
Holder.

by Tim Edwards 
Northern News Services

NWT

Greenhouse projects 
expanding throughout NWT

Grow 
food  
anywhere

photo courtesy of Sahtu Gardens

Carrots, freshly pulled from the soil, at the Sahtu Gardens in Norman Wells.

NNSL file photo

The Inuvik Community Greenhouse, perhaps the 
territory's best-known, has been going strong 
since 1998.

NWT agriculture
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A former appointee of the recent-
ly disbanded Fort Simpson housing 
board is accusing the parent NWT 
Housing Corporation of "bullying."

Last week, the Fort Simpson 
Housing Authority, a community-
based board that manages and deliv-
ers public housing services for Hous-
ing Corp., was replaced with a single 
administrator.

Tom Williams, CEO and man-
ager of NWT Housing Corporation 
in Yellowknife, confirmed this week 
that the five-person housing author-
ity board and local housing manager 
were "relieved of their duties." He 
characterized it as a "last resort" 
needed to deal with auditing prob-
lems identified by external auditors 
during the annual auditing process.

"We had some inefficiencies that 
came to our attention through the 
annual auditing process and issues 
raised by the external auditors," Wil-
liams said. 

"We had asked the board and 
local housing authority to come up 
with an action plan to resolve the 
issues. They submitted it and it was 
inadequate to deal with the situation, 
so we had to take it to the next level 

(going into administration)."
Board members are typically 

nominated by the minister respon-
sible for the Northwest Territories 
Housing Corporation – presently 
Alfred Moses – who chooses mem-
bers based on submissions from the 
board's nomination committee.

The board provides governance 
for the local housing manager who 
oversees everything from tenant rela-
tions, social housing occupants, col-
lecting rent and handling finances.

Board positions have staggered 
terms to ensure consistency. In this 
case, three members had terms that 
ended in June and the corporation 
decided not to have them replaced.

The remaining two individuals, 
however, were terminated while hav-
ing time left on their terms.

"We just advised the two remain-
ing board members that their ser-
vices would not be needed while we 
are under administration." Williams 
said. "We had a meeting with them 
in person last week that provided a 
notification that we will be proceed-
ing with administration."

Muaz Hassan, a prominent busi-
nessperson and village councillor, 
said he had about a year left to serve 
on the housing board. He questioned 
the corporation's reasons for dismiss-

ing the board. He said the deficit 
had been inherited and money was 
always properly spent on the local 
housing manager's salary and regu-
lar program costs.

He said the corporation's latest 
actions are simply due to it not lik-
ing the local board's decisions and 
amount to bureaucratic "bullying" 
and overreach into local decision-
making.

"Our relationship with the hous-
ing corporation was kind of OK until 
they started the bullying and dictat-
ed whatever decisions of the board, 
even though we are an independent 
board," he said.

Job is to  
'ensure public interest'

Williams said it is the job of the 
corporation to ensure all housing 
agencies are delivering programs on 
behalf of the public interest and said 
members of the recent board weren't 
doing that.

The Fort Simpson Hous-
ing Authority, one of two housing 
authorities in the Nahendeh region, 
has about a $1 million annual bud-
get.

"This happens from time to time 
where one of our agencies gets into 
a little bit of trouble," Williams said, 

noting that in Tulita in 2016, the cor-
poration had to take over the func-
tions of the local housing authority.

At that time, after hiring a man-
ager, the process took about a year 
until the books were turned around, 
he said. 

"Our recourse is, depending on 
the severity of what is happening 
with local housing or the association, 
we have measures where we can put 
in an administrator," he said.

One of 23 community boards 
across the NWT, the Fort Simpson 
Housing Authority manages close 
to 200 subsidized housing units in 
the Nahendeh region. This includes 
91 public housing units, which are 
to meet a growing demand among 
seniors at the Stanley Isaiah Housing 
Unit. There are also 17 affordable 
housing units and 12 market units or 
housing rented out to professionals in 
the community.

Williams said although most 
occupants are from Fort Simpson, 
the units serve surrounding commu-
nities such as Wrigley, Jean Marie 
River and Sambaa K'e.

Across the territory, there are 
2,800 units of various sorts and cur-
rently a waiting list of 900 people, 
Williams said.

Williams estimates a six-month to 

one-year window where the adminis-
trator will review all operations of 
the local board, including finances, 
personnel and ensuring contractors 
are paid and social programs prop-
erly managed.

Messages were left with the Min-
ister Moses' office and the NWT 
Seniors Society, but responses were 
not available by press time.

by Simon Whitehouse 
Northern News Services

Liidlii Kue/Fort Simpson

NWT Housing Corp accused of 'bullying' after Fort Simpson board disbanded

Administrator appointed 
to oversee board functions

TOM WILLIAMS: is the CEO and 
manager of NWT Housing Cor-
poration in Yellowknife.
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"Beet or carrot?" 
That was the follow up 

question the operations man-
ager of the Northern Farm 
Training Institute (NTFI) had 
for me after she asked if I 
wanted a fresh Popsicle. 

I was hesitant at first, but 
went with beet. Much to my 
surprise, the Popsicle was not 
just refreshing, but sweet. 

It doesn't take much time 
at the Northern Farm Training 
Institute to realize that oper-
ations manager Kim Rapati 
and her team of volunteers are 
full of surprises – delicious, 
nutritious surprises.

Now thanks to free, from-
the-land cooking classes 
– which the Northern Farm 
Training Institute started 
running at the end of June 
– nearby residents can get a 
first hand taste of the dynamic 
ways that local produce can 
be incorporated into healthy 
tasty treats.

"This is a new thing that 
we're working on," said Rapa-
ti. "People get to experience 
the whole spectrum from 
going and harvesting their 
vegetables, to cooking and 
taking it home."

The weekly program, 
which is funded through the 
Department of Health and 
Social Services, has been run-
ning since the end of June.

Last week was NTFI's 
third class, and like the previ-
ous two, it was full. Consid-
ering the class size is limited 
to an intimate group of five 

people, it's easy to see why it 
would fill up so quickly. 

After all, the two-hour 
cooking class is free and each 
participant can take home 
as much food as they want. 
Those in need are also provid-
ed specialized kitchen ware, 
such as vegetable shredders. 

"Our big goal is to find 
recipes that are easy, good 
for families, and are diabetic 
friendly and can be storeable 
so that people can cook a 
bunch on one day and then 
store them or freeze them."

In addition to Popsicles 
other items on the menu have 
included breakfast muffins, 
fish recipes, pizza pockets, 
rhubarb and zucchini cakes, 
and all kinds of preserves and 
canned foods.

Becky Oribello, who was 
born and raised in Hay River 
but now lives in Edmonton, 
decided to go to the July 24 
cooking class with her mom.

"I don't have a garden or 
anything because I live in the 
city now, but it's nice to just 
see the kinds of things you 
can do in your own backyard," 
she told News/North.

"I've never liked kale but 
kale chips are so easy and it's 
only two ingredients."

Indeed most of the recipes 
that NTFI offers require only 
a few simply ingredients. The 
recipes also tend to comple-
ment one another. So rather 
than throwing away the pulp 
used to make carrot and beet 
juice – both of which are so 
much sweeter than expected 
because the produce is so 
fresh – it is recycled to be used 

in making the muffins.
Leslie Solomonian is one 

of the dozen or so volunteers 
that help around the farm. 
The Toronto resident is a 
naturopath currently taking 
a year off to work on her 
masters. With her background 
in nutrition, Solomonian has 
been helping NTFI innovate 
recipes. 

"I'm finding it a really fun 
challenge to take what I know 
theoretically and practically 
for Toronto and translating 
that into, what are people like-
ly to eat," said Solomonian.

A big part of the NTFI's 
program also involves a part-
nership with Katlodeeche 
First Nation. Starting Wed-
nesday NTFI will be part-
nering with the band's well-
ness centre to provide weekly 
cooking courses followed by a 
free meal for the community. 
The band will also be organ-
izing a wellness activity in the 
afternoon following the com-
munity feast.

"We'll be cooking food to 
give away so people can come 
and eat a community lunch 
there," said Rapati.

With the Wednesday meals 
starting up for KFN, Rapati 
said she might have to change 
the dates for the weekly cook-
ing class at the farm. Regard-
less of whether the schedule 
shifts, Rapati said the farm 
plans to continue the courses 
indefinitely. 

Anyone interested in join-
ing a class is requested to con-
tact the institute on the Friday 
ahead of the week they hope 
to attend.  

by Cody Punter 
Northern News Services

Hay River

Fresh recipes with homegrown produce present  
opportunity to learn new ways of preparing healthy food

Farm serves up delicious cooking course

Cody Punter/NNSL photo

Joletta Larocque, left, Melvin Larocque, Becky Oribello, Judy West-Pratt, 
Mary Davies, and Kim Rapati pick fresh vegetables in the Northern Farm 
Training Institute greenhouse before preparing fresh recipes at a free cooking 
course at the farm. The weekly program, which is held on Wednesday even-
ings, encourages residents to make healthy meals that are also tasty.

Prep Time: 5 min
Freeze Time: 4 hours minimum
6 Servings
Storage: in fridge for 3 days, in freezer for 3 months

These veggie-packed popsicles can be a fun way to use your gar-
den produce and have a cool snack on a hot summer day! You 
can really experiment with your own recipes and flavours to make 
something unique that your family will love.

Purple Power Popsicle
1 cup juiced beets (can be fresh, roasted, steamed)
1 cup strawberries fresh or frozen
¾ cup apple juice
1 tsp lemon juice

Instructions
Place the ingredients for each in a high-speed blender. Remove 
some of the fibre if you're using kale by pressing the blended 
kale through a sieve (or use a juicer if you have one).
Blend ingredients all together.
Pour the liquid into popsicle moulds and freeze for at least four 
hours (this time will vary depending on your freezer).
To remove the popsicles, run the moulds under cold water for 10 
seconds, pulling the popsicles away from the moulds.

courtesy of Northern Farm Training Institute

Power Popsicle Recipe

NWT agriculture
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With climate change and warmer temperatures, Northern regions should prepare for more temperate climates and 
extended growing seasons.

Healthy food is a 
human necessity

Time to change the political agenda to a more  
people-centric ideal in terrestrial food production

Good, healthy food is a human 
necessity. Yet agriculture in the 
North falls short of its people's 
needs in producing and providing 
ways to bring locally grown fruits, 
vegetables and even meat to the 
tables of Northerners.

Food and nutrition security are a 
challenge in the North. If the terri-
tory is to achieve sustainable food 
security, we need to shift focus to 
what we eat and modify how we 
view agriculture and how we pro-
duce food.

With climate change and warmer 
temperatures, Northern regions 
should be poised to take advantage 
of more temperate climates and 
extended growing seasons. That 
means building a solid agricultural 
foundation prior to those changes.

Increasing research, opening an 
agriculture department in the new 
polytechnic university and sharing 
best practices with our Northern 
neighbours are some of the ways 
the territorial government can begin 
cultivating agriculture in the North.

In places such as Norway there 
is already a fount of knowledge on 
farm and plant-breeding practices 
and technologies that can be adapt-
ed to our own environment.

There are many foods that could 

be incorporated into greenhouse and 
land-based growing in the North; ber-
ries, vegetable and dairy products 
are some that could be considered. 
Sheep, goats and certain breeds of 
cattle are well acclimated to colder 
temperatures and could show larger 
scale potential in the territory.

The GNWT should be looking at 
creating an agri-food sector that 
researches and implements produc-
tion models that work in the North, 
and more, to develop new markets 
in the territory.

The territory already produces 
some novel products for the global 
community. There's Arctic char and 
caribou as well as a variety of other 
wild game on offer. It would be a 
small jump to look at taking advan-
tage of food grown and raised in the 
NWT to develop a new market and 
business model.

Todd Russell, president of the 
NunatuKavut Community Council in 
Labrador, said in an interview with 
the Memorial University Gazette, 

"Inuit have an unbroken and deep 
connection to the land, sea and ice 
in NunatuKavut and understand the 
fundamental importance of food 
systems to sustaining our way of 
life." 

The same is true for the Inuit, 
First Nations and Metis in the North-
west Territories, there is much to 
learn from sharing that knowlege.

The GNWT needs to start focus-
ing on ways to leverage economic, 
social and natural capital more stra-
tegically, and sub-Arctic and Arctic 
agriculture is one way of attracting 
more opportunities to the North. If 
countries such as Norway and other 
Arctic communities can boost land-
based food production, the NWT can 
do the same by using the distinct 
information already learned by these 
countries in how to grow in our 
unique polar landscape.

Policymakers in the North have 
traditionally focused on oceans, 
sub-sea resources and geopolitical 
issues, but there is a need now more 
than ever to diversify and dedicate 
policy to achieving the potential of a 
Northern agri-food sector. 

It's time to change the political 
agenda to a more realistic, more 
people-centric ideal in terrestrial 
food production in the Northwest 
Territories.
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Friends, News/North columnist and writer 
Catherine Lafferty is voicing a familiar con-
cern with many from the North who are now 
taking the leap from ordinary street life to 
academia.

There are 1,001 
things to take care of 
with the move from 
familiar home-settings 
to that of somewhere 
bigger and foreign.

One, of course has 
to do with the jump 
into the world of books 
itself – academia.

Well do I know 
Catherine's worries, 
now entering my fifth 
year of Indigenous 
PhD studies.

The idea of going 
on with post-second-
ary education is at 
first just that, some-
thing new you want 
to try out, often as a 
challenge.

 When I lived in grad school housing whilst 
taking my masters of Environmental Studies at 
York University, one of the biggest schools in 
Canada, at 65,000 students, this was a familiar 
event.

Loud music would burst forth from every 
other building, often filled with first year col-
lege students, partying it on out.

Over the following weeks the music would 
be toned down a bit, often with students packed 
and waiting for their ride to take them back on 
home. 

You soon realize what you are in for.  If you 
miss a single class, you already have a lot of 
catching up to do.

My third year was probably the most trying, 
with a total of 120 textbooks to go through, 
with all the reference material.

You can't fake university, because you have 
to be able to talk about all this material, at the 
drop of a hat!

The end result of any study, is, of course, 
becoming a valuable member of society, and 
even helping change some serious directions.

In Catherine Lafferty's case, wanting to 
take her studies of Indigenous law to the mis-
sing and murdered Indigenous women's issue, 
there is no doubt we need more women to alter 
Ottawa's direction.

In the very same issue her story is in, Pre-
mier Bob McLeod makes his bid to take on the 
federal government over the climate change 
issue.  

Politics is often like that.  On the one hand 
the provincial and territorial pro-Conservatives 
want to embrace Big Oil and at the same time 
try to convince us that we also need the oppos-
ite – a greener world.

Meanwhile Ottawa is doing the exact 
same thing, seeming to look out for our  
interests with climate change and going out in  
full support of oil pipelines, even over  

traditional unceded lands.
In the middle are the warriors like Cather-

ine Lafferty, eager to make a difference.  
Mahsi, thank you.

MOUNTAIN 
View
Antoine Mountain is a 
Dene artist and writer 
originally from Radilih 
Koe'/Fort Good Hope. 
He can be reached  
at: amountainarts.com.

Back-to-school jitters
Northern News Services

What was your favourite part about this year's  
Great Northern Arts Festival?

Leslie Leong:
"Doing workshops with 
other artists. I got to 
learn something new, 
and I also got to know 
the other artists."

Shirley Smith:
"Seeing all the artists. 
They're like a big family 
here. I grew up with 
most of them."

Mary Ann Villeneuve:
"Seeing new artists, 
and seeing artists who 
have been away for a 
few years come back."

Margaret Mero:
"Meeting all the 
people. It's wonderful 
to find out where they 
come from. It's all over 
the world. It's marvel-
ous."

Karen Nicloux:
"Sitting with the e 
lders. That was my 
favourite; just sitting, 
listening and socializ-
ing with them."

Ashley Okrainec:
"Watching people  
create. It's the joy and 
expression – seeing 
people express  
themselves through 
art."

WE asked you!
with Aaron Hemens

nwtnewsnorth@nnsl.com

Martin Goodliffe, a carver and jeweler from Yellowknife, works on a 
couple of projects at the festival on July 14.
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From: Don Jaque,
Fort Smith

Dear editor,
Your editorial in the July 25 edition ('Summer of 

McLeod') expressed concern about Premier Bob McLeod 
hanging out with Conservative premiers at different events 
this summer, purposely showing solidarity with them against 
policies of the Trudeau Liberals, particularly the federal gov-
ernment's approach to putting a price on carbon. 

As you point out in the editorial, that public political act 
by McLeod was executed without any consultation or com-
munication with the people of the NWT. 

I have heard such concerns echoed in conversations in 
Fort Smith – that Premier McLeod has no mandate to pick 
political sides and align with partisan positions, in particular 
when it comes to critical action on climate change. 

Where is the NWT's strategy on what to do about climate 
change? Actually, there is none.

What your editorial points out is essentially an abuse of 
our consensus government system. Premier McLeod does not 
have the authority to present the NWT on the national stage 
in support of a development-at-any-cost philosophy. 

By definition, consensus government requires leaders to 
seek support and convince at least a majority of citizens that 
the path they are promoting is the right one. McLeod has 
failed to do any of that. 

In our NWT system of consensus government the premier 
has traditionally served only one term and her/his govern-
ment has been guided in large part by the "mandate" created 
at the beginning of each assembly. 

That mandate, which incorporates priorities brought for-
ward from the previous assembly, is a sort of roadmap for the 
19 NWT MLAs going forward. The premier is selected by 
the assembly and he/she (and their chosen cabinet) are sup-
posed to utilize that mandate. 

When Bob McLeod became premier for a second term, 
the first NWT premier ever to serve more than one term, he 

skewed all that. 
What happens in our current so-called consensus system 

of governance is that the practice of "cabinet solidarity" gets 
in the way of true consensus. Cabinet, which is technically a 
minority, recruits sufficient ordinary MLAs as allies (promis-
ing rewards to their communities) to dominate the legislature 
and determine whatever path they chose. Premier McLeod, 
empowered by that, has simply continued on his own path, 
ignoring key components of the mandate. 

Each assembly's mandate is the closest thing we have in 
our consensus government system to a "platform" in party 
politics where, during an election, citizens get to assess com-
peting promises and plans for how to govern, using that to 
choose who they want to vote for. 

The elected party becomes the government and is held to 
account over how they execute that platform. 

We have none of that in consensus government – only the 
mandate which is debated publicly for a few days and finally 
agreed on by all MLAs, a poor second option. 

Our NWT system is undemocratic and inadequate. Each 
person who presents themselves as a prospective premier 
should be elected in a process where they publicly offer their 
plans and priorities. 

Then each premier candidate's competing platform can be 
considered and debated over a period of time, a process that 
properly elects our premier. 

I would take it one step further. It takes at minimum nine 
of the 19 MLAs to vote in a premier (plus their own vote). 
That is hardly an example of "democracy." The choice of 
premier should be determined in a process where the people 
of the NWT can select their preferred candidate and vote for 
them. That would make our system truly democratic. 

Our consensus government system must be improved – 
assessed, analysed and refined. That must be done in a dis-
cerning process involving all NWT citizens, not the current 
ad hoc approach. 

I have one request in any such exercise: Please do not 
bring in southern "experts" to tell us how to evolve our sys-
tem of governance. 

We have many wise citizens in the NWT who are know-
ledgeable and experienced in politics and leadership who can 
do that, and do it well.  

Our consensus government system must be improved

photo courtesy of the Government of the Northwest Territories 

Premier Bob McLeod, right, attended the Council of the Federation's summer meetings with Canada's 
premiers from July 9 to 11. News/North asks what the leader's plans are for Northern voters' involvement 
and what he plans for his own political future.

READERS Write
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If you see me around town and are wondering why I 
haven't left yet to go to school down south, the answer is yes 
I'm still here. If I kept track of the amount of people that 
asked "I thought you left town?" in the last week it would be a 
lot. But that means that people are reading this column, which 
is great! 

We hit the highway last Friday (July 26) and I must say 
that I am happy my partner is travelling with us as I am not 
too fond of driving on the highway alone. I have to say that 
after hearing about the two suspects on the loose on the 
northern BC highway, I became really worried. If my partner 
weren't with me I would feel really unsafe and I am thankful 
that he will be with us on our drive. 

It is really upsetting that as a woman I tend to feel unsafe 
when travelling. If it were just my daughter and I travelling 
alone on the highway, I would be afraid of being targeted by 
predators because unfortunately our gender and our ethnicity 
make us look vulnerable. 

I shouldn't have to feel like I need to carry a weapon with 
me in the driver's side door for protection, but I would if it 
were just her and I travelling alone. 

There are 231 recommendations that came out of the Mis-
sing and Murdered Women and Girls Enquiry Calls to Action 
that can be implemented to keep women safe when travelling, 
and there is an entire section dedicated to the need for more 
frequent and accessible transportation services to be made 
available to Indigenous women. 

These recommendations needed to be implemented a long 
time ago as it would have probably prevented many murders 
and missing person cases particularly on Highway 16 the 
"Highway of Tears." They are recommendations such as; hav-
ing a bus free-ride program, enhancing public transit systems 
to provide safer travel options connecting Northern commun-
ities, establishing safe homes at strategic locations along the 
entire length of Highway 16 and placing a number of emer-
gency phone booths along the highway at strategic locations. 

These are just a few of the recommendations that are not 
costly or difficult to implement and monitor. 

I've been following the story of the two teenage suspects 
from Port Alberni on the news and I've read about some of 
the complaints it has caused among Indigenous commun-
ities because of the amount of news coverage the story has 
received over crimes committed against Indigenous people. 

I can't help but to agree that it is true: mainstream media 
coverage often focuses on murders affecting non-Indigenous 
peoples far more than Indigenous peoples who, statistics have 
shown, are more likely to be victims of violence. 

Mainstream media content is very much still reported 
from a colonial lens. Let's take the case of Colton Boushie for 
example who was a victim. He was portrayed in the media as 
a troublemaker and the man that shot and killed him walked 
away. 

When I read about these two boys that are involved in a 
Canada wide manhunt, what I read were depictions like "they 
are good kids" or "they were never in trouble with the law."

It's surprising to many people to think that two non-
Indigenous boys would do something like this, but because 
Colton Boushie was an Indigenous person he was instantly 
labeled a trouble maker with no questions asked. 

Let's stop stereotyping people by their race and class and 
stop determining their potential to commit heinous and sense-
less crimes by these conclusions. 

As I see it, it is often people that you would least suspect 
who would commit this type of violence. Don't get me wrong, 
I feel very sorry for everyone involved in the tragedies that are 
surrounding this case. I hope that they find the two wanted 
suspects and I hope that no one else gets hurt. 

I am praying for the residents of Fox Lake Cree Nation and 
Gillam in Manitoba as I can't imagine how afraid the com-
munities must be feeling right now. I hope that they are all 
able to help each other and form a neighbourhood watch to 
keep safe. 

This is a reminder to all of us to keep safe when travelling. 

Safe travels and colonial media depictions
photo sourced from Wikimedia Commons

Columnist Catherine Lafferty talks about the need for more frequent and accessible transportation services for Indigenous women.

commentary

NORTHERN
 WILDFLOWER
Catherine Lafferty is a published 

author who grew up in  Yellowknife. Her 
next book, Land-Water-Sky, is set to be 

released later this year.

Thinking about the northern BC murders and impacts on Indigenous women
Northern News Services
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The future of Northern 
agriculture may be its past.

Agricultural projects like 
the historical gardens at Khaii 
Luk Tshik – located about 
120 kilometres upstream from 
Tsiigehtchic on the banks of 
the Mackenzie River – are 
examples of how Northerners 
can grow produce for winter 

stores and sales to the com-
munity. The residents' gardens 
were large, and yielded cab-
bages, potatoes, turnips, car-
rots and lettuce, according to 
a 2009 Gwich'in Social & Cul-
tural Institute recommendation 
that suggested the area should 
be a territorial historical site.

In the early 1950s, William 
Modeste was a frequent visitor 
with one of those gardeners, 
the McNeely family, who kept 

a five acre plot. 
A young boy at the time, he 

remembers the hearty meals 
of pie and stew comprised of 
ingredients from that garden.

Though it came with work: 
the whole McNeely family had 
a role in the garden's upkeep, 
whether it was weeding or 
hauling water from the river by 
tractor. In return, the McNeelys 
sold their wares to other com-
munities. Modeste remembers 

the family loading a barge of 
cabbage and potatoes for mar-
ket in Aklavik. Another time, 
when Inuvik moved in 1956, 
Modeste caught a ride with 
the McNeely's to the town, 
where the family also sold its 
vegetables.

The prices are still avail-
able. 

The Gwich'in Social & Cul-
tural Institute's 2009 nomina-
tion said the McNeelys would 

price a head of cabbage at $1.
It could be difficult land 

to grow food on the Northern 
landscapes. In one instance, 
the McNeelys decided to estab-
lish a garden on an island, 
plowing and clearing the land, 
but to no avail. It was difficult 
to grow anything; their main 
five acre site would have to do.

"You just never run out of 
work," Modeste said about 
their garden. However, he 

added it was "a good living" – 
the produce fed the family and 
kept them supplied for the win-
ter. William now lives in Inu-
vik, but retains his childhood 
memories of the McNeelys' 
garden.

"The gardens are still there 
now today, but nobody was 
working at it for a long time," 
he said. "I don't think anybody 
used (the) garden since they 
left (in 1956)."

by Nick Pearce 
Northern News Services

Tsiigehtchic

'The gardens are still there now today, but nobody  
was working at it for a long time,' says former visitor to area

Khaii Luk Tshik gardens hold value

NNSL file photo

An aerial view of the Mackenzie River, where gar-
deners like the McNeelys would load a barge with 
vegetables for sale to other communities.

NWT agriculture
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A newly installed electric fence 
around the Fort Simpson dump 
has driven hungry bears into town, 
according to resident Merle Snider.

Last year, the Mackenzie Valley 
Land and Water Board advised the 
village to prevent animals and birds 
from accessing its dump. As a con-
dition of its water licence, council 
recently opted to install an electric 
fence around the area.

That prompted Snider to voice 
her concerns as the sole delegate at 
a July 8 council meeting. She was 
worried bear sightings around town 
after the fence installation were a 
safety risk for her daughter, and the 
other children in the village. The 
animals appeared to be cropping up 
more frequently; her parents even 
saw one scratching its back on a 
nearby tree.

"It just made me upset as a com-
munity member. I have a daughter 
that's 11 years old that's very, very 
active," she told  News/North, wor-
ried her daughter may encounter one 
of the animals.

"What is it going to take? Some-
one getting hurt? That's my kid, 
that's your grandkids that are run-
ning around town," she recalled tell-
ing council, adding that the money 
spent on the fence could have been 
invested elsewhere.

Fort Simpson Mayor Sean 

Whelly said bears are often spotted 
around town in the fall, foraging for 
berries near the back of the island 
Fort Simpson sits on. Sightings vary 
from year to year, he said, and can 
depend on the scarcity of food in 
the bush.

The responsibility of managing 
the bears fell on ENR, not the vil-
lage, he told News/North.

He hopes it's not true the fence 
drove bears habituated to the dump 
into town, but promised to monitor 
the situation. However, the electric 
fence had no alternative. "A bear 
will rip a fence apart," he said.

"All we can do is pass those con-
cerns along to ENR and hope they 
put out more bear traps, or just do 
more patrols," he said.

ENR spokesperson Meagan 
Wohlberg told News/North that 
"best practice does recommend 
fencing or other control measures to 
deter wildlife from landfills for the 
safety of animals, public and staff. 
Installing and maintaining fences, 
including electric fences, will pre-
vent access to solid waste facilities 
for animals that are not habituated 
to eating waste."

She said there's often an adjust-
ment period, where wildlife accus-
tomed to "food rewards" in land-
fills will attempt to pass fences 
or find new sources nearby, which 
may include communities like Fort 
Simpson.

To manage these bears, ENR has 

set traps around town, and patrolled 
the area. So far, the traps caught two 
bears, which were relocated, and 
ENR officers put another two down, 
she said.

The village, nestled in the boreal 
forest, is also adjacent to wildlife 

corridors that make bear encounters 
"inevitable," Wolhberg said.

In the meantime, Merle Snider 
encourages her daughter to steer 
clear of back roads where bears have 
been spotted. She'd rather her stay 
on a main street where she can duck 

into a building for safety.
"People don't all walk around 

here with bear spray, or bear 
bangers," she said. "We should be 
able to walk freely in our own com-
munity without having to keep an 
eye out for a bear."

by Nick Pearce 
Northern News Services

Liidlii Kue/Fort Simpson

Fort Simpson resident concerned over bear sightings near town

Electric fence a 'bear' necessity 

RWED photo

Residents should be concerned about the bear sightings, says Merle Snider.
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Socializing at long-term  
care facility

Lli Goline/Norman Wells
Residents of the Sahtu Dene Necha Ko Long Term Care 

Facility were set to have a fun evening socializing with their 
loved ones July 25 in Norman Wells.

"Come and join us for another family and friends night at 
the long term care facility," stated a bulletin on social media.

"Enjoy our ice cream bar and the nice weather with the 
residents. We look forward to having you enjoy time with the 
residents here!"

The family and friends night was scheduled to take place 
at 6 p.m.

The Sahtu Dene Necha Ko Long Term Care Facility 
opened Aug. 27, 2018.

– Erin Steele

Fire ban in effect
Hay River

The local fire marshal has announced a full fire ban is now 
in effect for Hay River as of July 20. The ban has been issued 
because the wildfire risks are currently rated as extreme by the 

Department of Environment and Natural Resources. 
The ban will remain in effect until the rating drops to 

medium or low risk. 
No fires will be allowed during the duration of the ban 

and all previously issued permits are considered void until it 
is lifted again.

– Cody Punter

Food bags handed out to youth
Inuvik

Since the beginning of the month, the Inuvik Youth Centre 
has been distributing food bags that contain fruits, vegetables 
and other snacks to youth all over the community.

Every Monday, Wednesday and Friday until the end of 
August, around 32 bags of food are handed out to youth 
on each of those days, according to youth centre employee 
Gailann Raddi.

"Whatever is remaining, I drive around and give out what's 
left to those kids who need it," said Raddi.

The bags are prepared by Food Banks Canada through its 
After the Bell program, which focuses on addressing youth 
hunger while simultaneously promoting healthy eating.

The initiative in Inuvik is a collaboration between the Inu-
vik Food Bank and the Inuvik Youth Centre.

– Aaron Hemens

Session to discuss  
geological survey

Lli Goline/Norman Wells
Residents will have their chance to take part in an informa-

tion session covering the NWT Geological Survey July 30 in 
Norman Wells.

The session is set to cover the survey's strategic plan, goals 
and plans relating to energy resources and the types of infor-
mation available through the GNWT's programs and services.

Senior energy geologist Dr. Viktor Terlaky and energy 
geologist Jonathan Rocheleau, will host the session scheduled 
to take place between 6 p.m. and 8 p.m. at the Royal Canadian 
Legion Hall.

"You can also ask us about the local geology and bring us 
any rocks that you'd like identified," states a bulletin on social 
media.

– Erin Steele

RCMP starting bike patrols
Hay River

Hay River RCMP began performing bicycle patrols around 
town last week. 

Sgt. Brandon Humbke, commander of the RCMP detach-
ment in Hay River, told council the patrols would be starting 
during last week's council meeting.

He said being able to provide the service requires officers 
to take an intensive four-day course. 

While current members have not yet taken them, two new 
officers who are certified have come up to join the detachment.

"I got a couple bikes with the tires pumped up," Humbke 
said during the meeting.

– Cody Punter

Wrestling show finds venue
Inuvik

Totally Arctic Wrestling's (TAW) first live wrestling show, 
Proving Ground, will be hosted at the Ingamo Hall Friendship 
Centre on Nov. 16.

"Ingamo Hall is an iconic piece of our community, a lot 
of great events have been hosted there and we are excited to 
continue that legacy," said TAW co-founder Dez Loreen, who 
is a local wrestling enthusiast, town councillor and artist. "We 
are putting together a great card of action; Proving Ground is 
going to be a show you don't want to miss!" 

TAW was co-founded by Loreen and Wade Blu Gruben in 
June. The wrestling company has more than a dozen wrestlers 
featured in its lineup, who are all preparing for the group's first 
training camp in October.

Both Loreen and Gruben will also wrestle and star in the 
show. Gruben's wrestling persona will be a character named 
Blu, while Loreen will rotate between masked hero Deztro and 
a villain named Zane Matthew. 

– Aaron Hemens

Hospitality training offered
Lli Goline/Norman Wells

Front line workers were invited to take advantage of cus-
tomer service training thanks to the free NorthernMost Host 
Workshop offered by the GNWT in Norman Wells July 25 
and 26.

GOLFING FOR 
A CAUSE

Paul Power tries to keep 
the sun off his face 
while sharing a laugh 
with Terry Allan at the 
Hay River Hospital Foun-
dation's annual golf 
tournament on July 20.
Cody Punter/NNSL photo

Please see Mobile, page 15

Northern News Services
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"Participants will learn about customer expectations, 
effective communication, dealing with challenging customers 
and the importance of being ambassadors for their business, 
community and territory," stated a bulletin on social media.

The workshop was scheduled to take place between 9 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. both days in the first floor boardroom of the Ed 
Hodgson Building.

The workshop was specifically geared toward employees 
who deal with the public or tourists.

– Erin Steele

Mobile vet clinic
Fort Smith/Hay River

The mobile vet clinic will return to two communities in the 
South Slave in the middle of next month. The clinic will be 
in Hay River from Aug. 9 to 13 and in Fort Smith from Aug. 
14 to 17.

– Cody Punter

Residents share input  
on future arts strategy 

Inuvik
The final public engagement session for the GNWT's 

upcoming NWT Arts Strategy program was hosted in Inuvik 
on July 18.

"The whole thing is drafting a NWT Arts Strategy, which is 
in phase two, which is the action planning part," said Johanna 
Tiemessen, manager of arts and fine crafts for the GNWT's 
Department of Industry, Tourism and Investment (ITI).

Phase one of the program was drafting the strategy, while 
phase two will look at what actions the GNWT can take to 
meet the objectives of the draft strategy.

During the engagement session, actions identified by resi-
dents included increased access to art spaces, facilities to cre-
ate and sell art, using art for healing and wellness, and more.

"The information and discussions that we're having with 
artists will be compiled into a recommendation report by our 
facilitator, which then will help to inform actions when we're 
drafting the new arts strategy," said Tiemessen.

Engagement sessions have been hosted throughout the sum-
mer in communities such as Norman Wells, Behchoko, Fort 
Smith, Hay River and Fort Simpson.

"The strategy will guide the government in its priorities 
when it comes to programs and services for the arts commun-
ity across the NWT," said Tiemessen.

The first strategy was launched in 2004, and the renewed 
strategy will be ready sometime in early 2020, according to  
Tiemessen.

– Aaron Hemens

Friendship centre  
recognized

Liidlii Kue/Fort Simpson
The Deh Cho Friendship Centre in Fort Simpson recently 

received a Friendship Centre of Excellence award during the 
National Association of Friendship Centres Annual General 
Meeting.

The national award was handed out at the meeting held in 
Lethbridge, Alta., July 16 to 19.

The award was given for "recognition of excellence, out-
standing service and dedicated commitment to the community 
of Fort Simpson, Northwest Territories and the Friendship 
Centre Movement," according to the certificate shared in a 
social media bulletin.

"This is to acknowledge that each region has Friendship 
Centres that are outstanding in the work they are doing and 
we celebrate these community impacts," states the associa-
tion's website.

– Erin Steele

Call for nominations
Aklavik 

The Ehdiitat Gwich'in Council is inviting eligible voters to 
nominate candidates for the president and directors positions 
for the organization's election that is taking place on Sept. 24.

Positions needing to be filled include: president (four-year 
term), three directors (four-year terms) and another three dir-
ectors for a three-year term are also seeking candidates.

The nomination period will close on Aug. 9, with the 
advance poll taking place on Sept. 17.

– Aaron Hemens

Art camp
Thebacha/Fort Smith

The Pentecostal Church in Fort Smith will host an "out of 
this world" art camp from July 29 to Aug. 2. The camp will 
take children on a "cosmic adventure" with daily art projects, 
galaxy games and other great features. 

The camp will run from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. every day. It is 
open to children ages 6 to 12. Space is limited. 

– Cody Punter

Hospitality, from page 15

Please see Indigenous, page 16

Aaron Hemens/NNSL photo

SUCCESS ON THE RUNWAY
Inuvik's 2019 Great Northern Arts Festival's Arctic Fashion Show co-ordinator, Erica Lugt, left, poses with 
assistant co-ordinator Lesley Villeneuve following the event on July 20. It was the first time that the two 
had ever co-ordinated a fashion show.
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Indigenous  
scholarship  

program offered
Sahtu

Sahtu beneficiaries enrolled in 
post-secondary studies will have 
their chance to receive a monetary 
award to help with their education 
thanks to Imperial's Norman Wells 
operations.

"The award is designed to cover 
tuition, other compulsory fees, 
textbooks and supplies, while also 
assisting with living expenses during 
the academic year," states a bulletin 
on social media.

"The maximum amount of the 
award is $3,500 per year for college 
and technical schools and $4,500 per 
year for university."

Applicants are asked to send their 
completed application packages to 
Imperial's Norman Wells operation 
office. 

The deadline to apply is Aug. 30. 
Applicants will be notified by Sept. 
30 of their application status.

– Erin Steele

Music festival  
lineup revealed

Tuktoyaktuk
The lineup for Tuktoyaktuk's 

Land of The Pingos music festival 
that is taking place from Aug. 9 to 11 
has been revealed.

Artists featured in this year's fes-
tival includes Rockin' Fiddle, The 

Beluga Boyz, Charlie Furlong, Gus-
tin Adjun and the Hank Williams 
Impersonator.

The Saliqmiut Drummers and 
Dancers are also scheduled to per-
form, while Kenny's Cookout all day 
barbeque will take place on Aug. 10.

Jigging contests and nightly spot 
dances will also be hosted.

There's a daily entry fee of $10 
per person, while youth five-years-
old and younger will have access to 
the festival for free.

– Aaron Hemens

Members sought  
for community  

justice circle
Liidlii Kue/Fort Simpson

The Liidlii Kue First Nation 
Community Justice Circle has mem-
bership opportunities for those inter-
ested in helping young people who 
have broken the law reconcile with 
the community.

"What we look for in a new mem-
ber: You have your own life experi-
ences that a young person can learn 
from. 

You are concerned about young 
people getting in trouble with the 
law. You are sober. You can make 
hard decisions," states a bulletin on 
social media.

Individuals are not expected to be 
perfect, but will need to be willing to 
have a criminal records check.

"If you have a criminal record we 
just need two years free of charges," 
states the bulletin.

– Erin Steele

ATNs, from page 15

BIKE COPS 
ARE HERE

Const. Becky Irvine 
patrols Hay River 
on her bike. RCMP 
recently started bike 
patrols in the hopes 
of improving their 
presence on the 
streets.
Cody Punter/NNSL photo
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WINNER:  
DYLAN  

COUMONT
Somba K'e/Yellowknife

View from my cabin at 
Prelude Lake, near Yellow-
knife, NT.

BRUCE DOWDESWELL
Liidlii Kue/Fort Simpson

My son Rhys Dowdeswell with the burbot he caught in Fort Simpson, NT on July 8, 
2019.

Our beautiful North Do you have an amazing story from your 
adventures on the land? Tell us your story and 
show us your photos for a chance to win $100.

Each week, we will pick one story from 
those submitted to editor@nunavutnews.com, 
or by mail to Nunavut News, PO Box 28, Iqal-

uit, NU, X0A 0H0. Entries will be placed on 
our Facebook page. 

The story and photo with the most com-
bined likes and shares at the end of the week 
wins.

This week's winner is Dylan Coumont.
Congratulations!

Communities throughout 
the Beaufort Delta Region 
will be the focal point of 
Ecology North's Young Lead-
ers' Summit on Northern 
Climate Change event that's  
taking place later this sum-
mer.

Around 11 to 15 youth 
between the ages of 18 and 30 
years old will be travelling to 
Inuvik and Tuktoyaktuk from 
Aug. 22 to 28, where they'll 
meet with local residents,  
politicians, researchers and  
scientists to learn more 
about how climate change is 

impacting the region. 
"It's designed to help bring 

young people from across the 
Canadian North together to 
learn about climate change, 
to have as much information 
as possible and to get people 
excited about engaging their 
communities and where they 
live in climate action," said 
Craig Scott, the executive dir-
ector at Ecology North.

In addition to meeting 
Elders, hunters and harvest-
ers, Scott said that the partici-
pants will also get a chance to 
get out on the land and onto 
people's camps to get a first-
hand look at the effects of 
climate change.

"(They'll be there) to look 
for examples of adaptation, 
mitigation and solutions to 
climate change," he said. "To 
give people the chance to 
learn what we can do to solve 
this issue, as opposed to the 
problems causing it."

Topics that will be 
explored during the summit 
include the region's melting 
permafrost, the Mackenzie 
River's changing water condi-
tions, Tuktoyaktuk's eroding 
coastline and more.

"The eroding coastline is 
a huge one. You can actually 
see it in action there," said 
Scott. "The impact that it's 
having on the community,  

but also on marine mammals 
and people's ability to work on 
the land."

Rather than talking about 
climate related issues in the 
classroom, he said that the 
summit offers youth the 
opportunity to actually feel, 
see and touch the impacts of 
climate change. 

"It's their future that we're 
really talking about here. 
Everybody has to be part 
of the discussion, but we're 
hoping that the youth will  
be more present in the conver-
sation and pushing our current 
leaders to do more," he said. 

"It's their future and they 
need to understand the impli-

cations and then step up  
and push our leaders to do 
more.

The end goal, he con-
tinued, is to enable youth to 
have a more active role in 
combating climate change.

"It's important that we 
move forward and give every-
body more opportunities to 
understand the science and 
how urgent this climate emer-
gency is. I think it has to start 
with the youth," he said. 

"As you see with the Fri-
days for Future Strikes, they 
have a big voice in this and 
they have to be listened to."

This is the fifth Young 
Leaders' Summit that Ecology 

North has hosted since 2009, 
an event that has been held 
every two years in different 
cities throughout the nations' 
three territories.

August's summit will be 
the second time that Inuvik 
has held the event, 10 years 
after hosting the initial one.

"What we're hoping to 
do is engage a big group of 
youth and to create a net-
work of like-minded, young 
environmentalists who under-
stand the issue and can help to  
really make something  
happen in their own com-
munities in the North as they 
become future leaders," said 
Scott.

Youth to meet with elders, researchers and scientists from Aug. 22 to 28
Climate change summit heads North

NNSL file photo

Northern News Services

news

by Aaron Hemens 
Northern News Services

Inuvik

our beautiful north photo contest
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Sports & Recreation

Now this is what you want from a 
championship game: closeness with 
a heaping side of controversy.

Yellowknife's Gastown Golden 
Grills ended up beating the Dirty 
Divas during an intense and hotly-
contested final of the women's div-
ision during the Hay River Slo-pitch 
Invitational final on July 21.

The game featured several con-
troversial moments and saw the Dirty 
Divas rally from behind to force 
bonus softball in the last inning, 
before the Golden Grills went on to 
win 18-15 in extra innings.

The Golden Grills got off to a 
dominating start with seven runs in 
the first. The Dirty Divas responded 
in the bottom of the inning with two 
runs after their first two batters were 
retired.

The Divas managed to hold the 
Grills to just two runs in the top 
of the second but didn't manage to 

score during their at bat.
The Grills scored a single run 

in the third, while the The Divas 
responded with a run of their own in 
the bottom of the inning.

Both teams scored once each in 
the fourth inning, making the score 
12-4 heading into the fifth inning.

The Grills put up a single run 
during their at bat. But after four 
slow innings the Divas finally start-
ed to find their bats bringing in six 
unanswered runs in the bottom of 
the fifth to make the score 13-10.

The Divas kept the Grills off the 
board before getting back to their 
comeback in the bottom of the sixth. 
With the bases loaded, Fort Resolu-
tion's Belinda Mandeville smacked 
a ball deep into left field to make it 
a one-run game. On the following 
play, the Divas got two outs after it 
was ruled that the runner interfered 
with the thrower at second base, 
sparking a heated exchange between 
the Divas and the umpire but the 
umpire would not be swayed.

With the game on the line, Kezia 
McDonald managed to make it to 
home off a single to tie the game. 

Extra innings saw more drama 
after the Divas contested the inter-
pretation of the rules of the tourna-
ment. According to the tournament 
rules, the games were supposed to 
be played under Slo Pitch National 
rules, meaning each team is sup-
posed to start extra innings with 
a runner on second. However, the 
tournament rules made no mention 
of the fact that the extra inning 
begins with one out and the eighth 
began based on that interpretation. 

The Grills ended up scoring one 
run off the bat, and four more after 
their two outs. It was at this point 
that the Divas coach came out and 
argued that the runs shouldn't count. 
However, the umpire explained that 
the rules had already been estab-
lished before the overtime started.

That left the Divas with five runs 
to make in order to stay in the game.

With a runner on second to start 

the inning, the Divas brought in a 
run with a single. A strikeout gave 
them one out. A few more singles 
brought another runner home. But 
they failed to convert on their last at 
bats and ended up losing the game 
18-15.

After the game Divas' captain 
Belinda Mandeville said it was dis-
appointing to lose on some tough 
calls but she was proud of her team 
for rallying.

"The umping was against us but 
it was a good game. We played hard 
and came back after almost getting 
mercied in the first three innings," 
she said.

"We got a great group of girls, 
we scooped them up from High 
Level, Fort Vermilion, Fort Res, Hay 
River. I think we can do better next 
tournament."

Dirty Water defends men's title
In the men's division, the 

defending champs Dirty Water from 
High Level, Alta., ended up routing 

the hometown Roosters. Dirty Water 
took an early lead, jumping out to 
a 4-0 lead in the first inning. The 
Roosters managed to get one run on 
the board at the end of the second 
inning and followed up by retiring 
three batters in a row.

The Roosters didn't manage to 
score a run in the third. Fort Vermil-
lion came out swinging in the bot-
tom of the inning, putting another 
five runs on the board to make in 
9-1 heading into the fourth while 
the Roosters went three up, three 
down to keep them off the board in 
the fourth. 

Dirty Water continued their dom-
ination putting up another seven 
runs in the fifth to end the game on 
a mercy rule.

After the game, Dirty Water 
team captain Cody Shalifoux said 
the team was happy with the result. 

"We always loving coming up 
here to play," he said. "If we could 
come up here every weekend we 
would."

Gastown Golden Grills win extra-inning thriller to claim Hay River Slo-pitch Invitational women's title
Yellowknife wins in Hay River

Battle of the racquets
Somba K'e/Yellowknife

The biggest tennis tournament of the season in the NWT is 
all done for another year.

The NWT Open served up action at the Yellowknife Tennis 
Club this evening from July 26 to 28. Action over the course of 
the weekend included the men's and women's singles, men's and 
women's doubles and mixed doubles.

Slavica Jovic of Tennis NWT said more than 40 players from 
Yellowknife and Fort Smith were expected to hit the courts over 
the course of the weekend with everything wrapping up on the 
afternoon of the 28.

See the next edition of News/North for the results.

Futsal camp registration open
NWT

NWT Soccer is getting ready to host its next round of region-
al futsal development camps in its five regions later this year: 
Beaufort Delta, Sahtu, Deh Cho, South Slave and North Slave.

Registration for the quintet of camps opened on July 22 and 
these camps mean something, especially for those who have 
aspirations in playing in the 2020 Arctic Winter Games in 
Whitehorse and the 2020 North American Indigenous Games 
in Halifax. Prospective players will be identified for both events 
from these camps. 

The five Arctic Winter Games futsal coaches will travel to 
each region to conduct each of the camps.

Volleyball girls return home
Halifax

The Western Canada Summer Games girls volleyball team 
hit the road for its last tune-up event before the start of the 
Games in Swift Current, Sask., next month.

The girls played in the Canada Cup junior tournament in 
Halifax between July 18 to 21, marking the first time a team 
from either of the three territories had played in the event. They 
played in Division 2 and dropped all of their games in the round-
robin before rebounding to beat Nova Scotia in their first playoff 
game in straight sets on July 20.

Their final two games ended in losses to Saskatchewan and 
Newfoundland and Labrador, meaning the girls ended up in 12th 
place out of 16 teams.

SPORTS
Check

with James McCarthy
email: sports@nnsl.com

Cody Punter/NNSL photo

The Dirty Divas' Kezia McDonald rounds third base on her way to tying up the game during the final against Yellowknife's Gastown Golden Grills on July 21. The 
run would send the game to extra innings but the Golden Grills would end up winning

by Cody Punter 
Northern News Services

Hay River
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SPORTS CARD
TRACK AND FIELD

HAILEY BASSETT

Age: 15 
Community: Hay River

Hailey competed for Diamond Jenness 
Secondary School at the NWT Track and 
Field Championships last month. In the 
midget girls division, she won the shot 
put and finished second in the discus.

TRACK AND FIELD 
Feature

by Rob Hart/Sherwood Park, Alta

One last good warm-up

Team NT's track and field team for the Western Canada 
Summer Games was on the ground for their last test event before 
the start of the Games in 10 days time.

Several athletes from Yellowknife, Hay River and Inuvik 
took part in the Sherwood Park Track Classic in Sherwood 
Park, Alta., and there were medals won. Here's who got what:

– text by James McCarthy

Zack Horton of Hay River prepares to let fly in the U20 men's javelin.

Declan Munro of Hay River, right, comes down the stretch in the U18 boys 
400-metre.

Reegan Jungkind of Hay River goes into her spin 
during the U18 girls discus.

Ajogu Abba of Inuvik sprints down the track during 
the U16 boys 100-metre dash.

Northern News Services

Gold
Katie Hart (Yellowknife), U18 
girls javelin
Fiona Huang (Hay River), 
U20 women's 200-metre
Silver
Luke Dizon (Yellowknife), 
U16 boys triple jump (tie)
Zachary Horton (Hay River), 
U20 men's javelin
Zachary Horton, U20 men's 
shot put
Ajogu Abba (Inuvik), U16 
boys 100-metre dash
Bronze
Bryce Smith (Hay River), 
U18 boys high jump (tie)
Luke Dizon, U16 boys long 
jump
Crystal Kisakye (Yellow-
knife), U16 girls long jump
Katie Hart, U20 women's 
long jump

fact FILE
SHERWOOD PARK 
TRACK CLASSIC 

RESULTS

Source: trackie.ca
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Have you been paying attention to the World Swimming 
Championships in Gwangju, South Korea? If not, you're mis-
sing one of the greatest shows of protest against a competitor 
seen in recent memory.

The person in the middle of it all? Sun Yang of China.
Yang has become the pariah of this year's event thanks to 

his alleged reputation of being a juice pig (drug 
cheat). And before you start on me, yes, there is 
documented evidence of his doping. His fellow 
swimmers have been letting him know exactly 
what they think about him by snubbing him on 
the podium during medal presentations.

Here's why Yang is the lightning rod he's 
become: 
In May 2014, Yang was handed a three-month 
ban by the Chinese Swimming Association after testing posi-
tive for trimetazidine, a drug which helps with blood flow 
for angina sufferers. Yang claimed he had been prescribed 
the drug to help treat heart palpitations since 2008 and was 
unaware that the drug had been added to the World Anti-Dop-
ing Association's (WADA) banned list four months before that.

WADA wasn't happy with Chinese authorities reporting the 
ban after it was completed but accepted that Yang didn't inten-
tionally juice up. Sure, I can buy that as well. Plenty of athletes 
have been caught with substances in their system they didn't 
know were banned (see Silken Laumann and the 1995 Pan-
American Games for a perfect example). Plenty of athletes are 
disingenuous about what they dope up with – cough … Lance 
Armstrong … cough.

But it's what Yang is accused of doing last year which has 
riled everyone up.

Yang is alleged to have smashed vials of blood in front 
of anti-doping testers at his home when they came to visit in 
September 2018. Yang apparently didn't trust the people who 
showed up to do the test and allegedly refused to sign the 
paperwork he was presented with because he noticed some 
wording he didn't understand.

I say allegedly for everything because the case is currently 
in front of the Court of Arbitration for Sport.

So with that in mind, we take you to Gwangju, where Yang 
won the 400-metre freestyle on July 21 and stood atop the 
podium. What everyone noticed right away was Australia's 
Mack Horton, who refused to share the podium with Yang as 
he received his silver medal. He stood as far back as he could 
from everyone. Italy's Gabriele Detti, the bronze medallist, did 
join in with Yang for the ceremony.

British swimmer Duncan Scott was next to 
snub Yang after the 200-metre freestyle final 
on July 23. This was a strange one – Danas 
Rapsys of Lithuania won the race originally 
but he was disqualified for an apparent false 
start (he twitched on his starting block before 
the gun went off … ugh). Guess who was ele-
vated to the gold medal position because of it? 
Exactly.

Everyone moved up a place, meaning Yang was the new 
gold medallist, Katsuhiro Matsumoto of Japan won silver 
while Scott and Martin Malyutin of Russia tied for bronze. 
Scott followed in Horton's footsteps and refused to be seen 
with Yang, which he received a loud bout of applause for. Yang 
wasn't going to take this snub lying down and got in Scott's 
face, saying in broken English "You loser … I'm a winner." 
Even when he got up on the podium to get his gold medal, 
Yang looked over at Scott and started yelling at him.

Being a confident winner is one thing but outright arro-
gance is another, especially considering his current situation. 
It's almost as if Yang is reveling in being the hard man. Most 
athletes who are in that sort of situation are doing it for fun, 
the pantomime bad guy, if you will. Yang is going to look 
awfully stupid if this court case against him goes the wrong 
way because it could mean a lifetime ban if he's found guilty.

I'll give him benefit of the doubt because Yang hasn't 
been convicted of anything but his competitors have made up 
their minds. Horton was apparently given a standing ovation 
in the swimmers' cafeteria following his protest. American 
Lilly King, who's been a staunch anti-doping campaigner, has 
accused FINA of punishing Horton more than they have Yang. 
She was speaking of how Horton was issued an official letter 
of reprimand from FINA because of his actions. 

If Yang is found guilty, get rid of him. Juice pigs have no 
place in sport and I will always say that. The best thing for 
Yang – and anyone else accused of doping – need to do is sim-
ply accept their medal, accept that people may take issue and 
accept that it may not be popular. 

If Yang is acquitted, then he can jump for joy and stuff it in 
people's faces.

Sun Yang is rather disliked in swimming … 
can't imagine why

photo courtesy of Wikimedia Commons

Sun Yang of China is one of the best swimmers in 
the world but his fellow competitors seem to think 
he's doing it thanks to the help of doping. Some 
have let him know how they feel about his winning 
medals at the 2019 World Swimming Champion-
ships in South Korea by not joining him on the 
podium.
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